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INTRODUCTION

During the 2013 legislative session, the Georgia General Assembly created the House
Study Committee on Timber Security (“Committee”) through the passage of House
Resolution 644. The Committee was tasked to evaluate current Georgia statutes that
provide recourse for victims of the unauthorized taking of wood and fiber from their
property and to recommend any actions or legislation that the Committee deems
necessary or appropriate to modernize such laws.

The Committee was composed of six (6) members. Speaker David Ralston was
authorized to appoint five members: three (3) legislative members, one member from
the law enforcement community and one from the forestry community. The three (3)
legislative members are as follows: Representatives Ellis Black, Chad Nimmer and
Chuck Williams. Sheriff Mitch Ralston served as the member from law enforcement,
and Ms. Sandie Sparks served as a member of the forestry community. The Committee
was chaired by chairperson of the House Committee on Judiciary, Representative
Wendell Willard.

The following legislative staff members were assigned to assist with the Committee: Ms.
Brandi Bazemore, House Budget and Research Office, and Mr. Jeremy Arey, Office of
Legislative Counsel.

The Committee held two public meetings at the Georgia State Capitol in Room 132: a
hearing on Tuesday, September 10, 2013, to hear from the interested parties
expressing need in existing law and another meeting on Tuesday, October 29, 2013, to
discuss legislation drafted in response to the issues expressed in the first meeting.?

BACKGROUND

Ninety-two (92) percent of Georgia’s 24.6 million acres of forests are owned by
thousands of private landowners. Even though many timber transactions occur
annually, contributing $25 billion dollars in 2012 to Georgia’s economy, timber theft is
not a common occurrence. Though timber theft is not an epidemic, any occurrence
causes substantial financial impact to the landowner affected. Currently, Georgia
statutes that provide recourse for victims and that establish penalties for those who take
timber without authorization have not been examined or modified in many years.

During the 2011 session, Rep. Ellis Black dropped HB 135 which would have updated
the statutes on the harvesting of timber across property lines. However, many members
of the forestry community as well as members of the legislature did not think the bill was
comprehensive enough and did not want to pass something that had not been

"HR 644 (2013)

* Alist of speakers who testified at each of the public hearings and a brief summary of his or her testimony is set
attached in Appendix A of this Report.




thoroughly vetted. Therefore, Chairman Wendell Willard dropped HR 644 to create this
Committee to study the issue and make recommendations and hopefully draft resulting
legislation.

FINDINGS

Based on the testimony presented and a letter sent from Steve McWilliams to the
Committee dated August 19, 2013, and attached in Appendix B, the Committee makes
the following findings:

1. Central Investigative Body: The state of Georgia is in need of a central
investigative body with the authority to pursue timber theft cases across the state.
These investigators should be required to be POST certified peace officers.

A central investigative body could improve the chances of positive or at least
satisfactory outcome for landowners who were victims of this crime. Surrounding states
have granted similar authorities. In addition to South Carolina, the Alabama forestry
agency also has the authority to pursue and investigate timber theft complains. Also,
the Agricultural and Livestock Theft Bureau in the Mississippi Department of Agriculture
and Commerce holds similar authority. Georgia needs to capitalize on the successes of
these states, and grant statewide investigative authority.

2. Statute of Limitations: Discussion was had among the Committee that a
statute of limitations should be established to prevent lawsuits filed many years down
the road after the act had occurred. The idea for a statute of limitations was also
included in the House Judiciary Committee substitute of HB 135 during the 2011
legislative session. As in 2011, the Committee believes that a statute of limitations in
the Code is needed.

3. Time Deadline for Delivery of Load Tickets: The Committee heard convincing
testimony to codify a time requirement for load tickets which are required for timber sold
by weight. Georgia law requires that payment be made within 20 days of harvesting.
Because the amount paid is calculated from the load tickets, it is reasonable to require
that the load tickets also be delivered within the 20 day timeframe.

4, Damages: Current Georgia law allows landowners whose timber is cut by a
willful or an unintentional trespasser to collect the value of timber cut. However, the
forestry community testified that they believe the allowable damages should be
increased especially in the case of a willful trespasser. The Committee finds that the
damages allowable for a landowner should be revisited.

3. Property Lines: Currently, our Code has no legal requirements for timber
harvest in relation to property lines. In many cases, a property line survey is impractical




and cost-prohibitive. However, in order to protect landowners and harvesters from an
unintentional timber trespass, the Committee believes a statute should be created to
address actions that should be taken to limit timber trespass. The Committee
considered creating a statute that gives landowners three options: using a survey,
marking an established property line, or executing an agreement signed by adjoining
landowners. These options allow for more accurate harvests near property lines while
limiting costs and delays of the harvest. It will protect landowners’ rights and limit
unintentional harvests by ensuring more accurate property boundaries. In addition, a
more accurate property boundary will aid in an intentional timber trespass action,
whether civil or criminal.

RECOMMENDATIONS

Based on the foregoing findings, the Committee makes the following recommendations
which are included in the attached draft legislation in Appendix C:

1. Central Investigative Body: Because of the needed expertise and
understanding of timber transactions and the timber supply chain to effectively
investigate and prosecute timber theft, the Committee recommends that the State
Forestry Commission be granted statewide authority to execute search and arrest
warrants for criminal violations relating to forestry laws. To shadow what our
neighboring states have done, the Georgia Forestry Commission has the requisite
knowledge and expertise needed to exercise this right. In addition, these investigators
are already POST certified peace officers.

2. Statute of Limitations: The Committee decided on a four year statute of
limitations which balances the time needed for an absentee landowner to discover any
theft if he or she lives out of state and the interest of a company who unintentionally cut
the timber for an expedited resolution.

3. Time Deadline for Delivery of Load Tickets: The committee recommends

codifying a 20 day deadline for the delivery of a load ticket which mirrors the 20 day
deadline of payment.

4. Damages: The Committee finds that a plaintiff should be allowed to recover
treble damages which is more than currently allowed under Georgia law.

B Property Lines: Recognizing, that it would be expensive to obtain a survey
every time timber is cut, the Committee finds that other options should be available to
landowners when entering into timber transactions. The other option includes obtaining
a document that is signed by all adjoining landowners.




APPENDIX A

Committee Meeting Tuesday, September 10, 2013

Steve McWilliams, Georgia Forestry Association

Mr. McWilliams began the meeting by giving committee members an overview of
current timber issues in the state of Georgia. He testified that current Georgia laws are
very antiquated and need to be modernized. The issue of timber trespass is often
settled amicably between the parties because of the relationships between purchasers
and owners and those involved with the process. Many of these landowners do not own
stocks and bonds. Instead, their wealth is in the land and in the timber which is often
harvested twice within their lifetime. Because timber theft is not too common of an
occurrence, law enforcement is not familiar with how to investigate this type of crime.
Mr. McWilliams circulated to the committee members a memorandum of issues and
possible solutions. Included in the memo was a request that the forestry commission be
given some enforcement and investigative authority.

Bill Guthrie, Weyerhauser Company and Chairman of the Georgia Forestry
Association Timber Security Task Force

Mr. Guthrie has been involved in timber since 1984. He explained to the committee
how the current statute requires tickets to purchase timber and gave an example of a
fictitious bidding process. Mr Guthrie is frustrated because Georgia law currently does
not have a clear path to pursue. He gave the committee an example of timber theft
where an absentee landowner in Meriweather county was in the middle of contract
negotiations. She had not authorized the cut until she was able to find someone to
oversee it. Mr. Guthrie could not get in touch with buyer and went by the property which
had already been cleared. He requested a centralized investigative body because it is
difficult to educate each sheriff's office and not very common.

Brian Clavier, Law Enforcement Chief of the Georgia Forestry Commission

Mr. Clavier provided written testimony to all the committee members. 91% of Georgia’s
timberland is privately owned. He has received many complaints including: landowners
selling timber and not being paid; receiving checks that bounce or not paid in full; trees
harvested without permission when nearby is being harvested because the harvester
either crossed the line or cleared when supposed to have thinned: and trees that are
harvested without any landowner permission or intention of harvesting. Because he has
limited authority and no funding to investigate timber theft, Mr. Clavier tries to
encourage local law enforcement to do so. Again though, it is difficult to educate
sheriff's offices across the state since the incidents are rare.

Fourteen other states have investigators within the commission; 39 have treble
damages. Georgia is only one of two states that do not provide damages (Nebraska the
other). The state of South Carolina has half the acreage of timber that Georgia has and




has recently strengthened its laws. Georgia Code needs to be amended to allow such
investigations.

Jonathan Calore, Chief of Law Enforcement
David West, Assistant Chief of Law Enforcement
South Carolina Forestry Commission

Mr. Calore and Mr. West provided the committee a PowerPoint presentation of its
recent strengthened laws. The South Carolina Forestry Commission has statewide
jurisdiction and works hand in hand with local sheriff offices. It will contact a landowner
within 24 hours of a report. Many of the situations settle out of court, and 95% are
cleared with an average of a hundred cases per year. The state is currently looking into
stiffening the penalties on repeat offenders. The burden is on Buyer to know the
property lines, and South Carolina does not have a statute where the landowner owner
is required to mark boundary lines.

Mike Matre
David Hogan
Forestry Consultants

Mr. Matre and Mr. Hogan gave personal accounts through the years they have worked
in the industry.

Josh Lewis lll, Georgia Land Surveying Company, Inc

Mr. Lewis also gave an account of his working relationship in the industry. He is in favor
of a statute of limitations for absentee landowners — allowing them to bring an action
within seven (7) years from the time timber was cut to discovery. Mr. Lewis also
believes that the burden to mark boundaries should be on the owner that only his or her
timber is cut.

Committee Meeting Tuesday, October 29, 2013

Morgan Mellete, Melette Forestry Group LLC

Mr. Mellete testified to his experience with timber theft victims.

Wendi Clifton, Georgia Trial Lawyers Association

Ms. Clifton went through the bill and discussed some issues the trial lawyers may have

with the draft as it is currently written. However, they are willing to further discuss with
those involved in order to hopefully come to a consensus.




Steve McWilliams and Matt Wosotowski, Georgia Forestry Commission

Mr. McWilliams and Mr. Wosowtoski went through the bill sections and into further
discussion of why each was needed.

Dr. Terry Joe Sprinkle

Dr. Sprinkle, from Warren County, testified about what he went through as a timber theft
victim. He lost between $10,000-20,000 worth of timber in 2009.




Appendix &

GESRGI

WE GROW TREE

August 19, 2013

TO: Members, House Study Committee on Timber Security

State Representative Wendell Willard - Chairman
State Representative Ellis Black

State Representative Chuck Williams

State Representative Chad Nimmer

Ms. Sandie Sparks

Sheriff Mitch Ralston

Lo Speaker David Ralston
Chairman Terry England

FROM: 1€ President

SUBIECT: Revising Georgia’s laws on timber theft and timber trespass

Lady and Gentlemen:

The Georgia Forestry Association appreciates the effort vou are about to undertake to examine Georgia law 23
it relates to timber theft and timber trespass. The Association is pleased to offer the following summary as a
starting point for Study Committee discussions.

Background

Georgia is blessed with a rich forest resource which is primarily owned by thousands of private landowners
{(91% of 24.6 million acres). Thousands of timber transactions occur annually to feed the state’s robust timber
products industry which contributed $25 billion dotlars to Georgia's economy in 2012, For landowners
harvesting timber, records indicate a 12-year average of $564 million/year for gross sales that were taxed

locally. Private landowners may nurture a timber stand that they will harvest only once or twice in their
fifetimes,

Despite the importance of forestry to Georgia, laws protecting against timber theft are not well known, are
limited, and generally are poorly enforced. Alleged crimes in this area often go uninvestigated for seversl
reasons. For example, there is no a clear, productive pathway for landowners to follow when an incident
occurs. Further, there is a lack of focal expertise and understanding of timber transactions and the timber

supply chain to effectively investigate and prosecute. With this in mind, it is advisable that changes in the laws
be adopted to address these crimes.

The following lists some of the issues that the Association recommends the Committee address.
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GEORGIA FORESTRY ASSOCIATION

House Study Committee on Timber Security
August 19, 2013

Page 2

Georgia Forestry Commission authority

Unlike many other states in the region, Georgia Forestry Commission (GFC) law enforcement investigators do
not have the authority to actively pursue timber theft cases. OCGA 12-6-20 should be amended 1o include this
authority. The scope of this authority should remain the investigation of fire, theft and perhaps other forestry-
related crimes. The ability to arrest persons responsible for other crimes discovered during the course of

investigations should be added. All forestry investigators should be required to be POST certified peace
officers.

Timber security faces a similar obstacle to that which confronted investigators with the State Fire Marshall’s
Office until OCGA 25-2-9 was amended in 2003. At that time, language related to Department of Natural
Rescurces Conservation Rangers was adopted to allow GFC investigators to investigate crimes on GFC
property, including state forests. Similar language allowing GFC investigators to enforce timber theft laws
wouid vastly improve the prospects for satisfactory outcomes for landowners who are victims of this crime.
Alabama and South Carolina forestry agencies have the authority to pursue and investigate timber theft

complaints. The Agricultural and Livestock Theft Bureau in the Mississippi Department of Agriculture and
Commerce holds the same authority in that state.

Timber theft low needed

Georgia has many theft laws, but none that specifically address timber theft, with the exception of a
somewhat obscure law {OCGA 16-9-58) which deals with failure to pay for agricultural products, including
timber. A strict timber theft law similar to that in South Carolina {16-11-580) should be considered. This
proposal would concentrate on timber theft, specifically providing that cutting of trees without landowner
consent is theft and that enforcement would not have to wait until the timber is removed from the property.
Currently in Georgia, cutting would have to be prosecuted as a criminal darnage to property. Aseparate

statute that consolidates all timber theft law in one place would provide easier reference and understanding
by law enforcement and prosecutors.

Clarification of wood load ticket law (time deadline)

OCGA 12-6-23 mandates load tickets for timber sold by weight, The statute should require that wood load
tickets be provided to the landowner within 20 days. There is already a time limit of 20 days to pay for timber,
Since the amount to be paid to a landowner is calculated from the load tickets, a 20-day time frame
requirermnent should not be a further burden to the timber buyer. It is anticipated that the requirement for
providing wood load tickets to landowners within 20 days would be an enforcement responsibility of the
Georgiz Forestry Commission under a new scope of authority,

Civil trespass codes clarification

Georgia has two civil code sections dealing with timber harvesting/trespass. The two statutes are ambiguous

and difficult to understand (OCGA 51-12-50 and OCGA 51-12-581). The Study Committee should consider
consolidating the two current statutes into one clear law.




GEORGIA FORESTRY ASSOCIATION

House Study Commities on Timber Security
August 19, 2013

Page 3

Currently, the measure of damages available to landowners whose timber is cut by a willful or an unintentional
trespasser is the value of the timber cut. Damages available to the landowner should be increased to three
times the value of the timber. Perhaps in the case of willful trespass, the landowners also should be able to
recover reforestation expenses and professional fees associated with determining the value of the timber cut
without landowner consent,

By far, most unintentional trespass incidents are resolved between the timber harvester/purchaser without
resorting to trespass laws. This Is obviously the preferable recourse. However, in those cases where amiable
resolution is not possible, three times the value seems reasonable as a settlement available, though not
mandated, to the landowner.

Property lines

Georgia has no legal requirements for timber harvest in relation to property lines. The Association
acknowledges that in many cases a property line survey is impractical and cost-prohibitive. However, in order
to protect landowners and harvesters from an unintentional timber trespass, the Study Committee should
consider a statute to address actions that should be taken to limit timber trespass. The State of Arkansas has a
statute (15-32-101} which gives landowners and timber harvesters, or buyers, three options to help reduce
timber trespass. The statute allows for using a survey, an established property line or agreement of
landowners. These three options would allow for more accurate harvests near property lines, while limiting
costs and delay of the harvest. This provision would protect landowner rights and limit unintentional harvests
by ensuring more accurate property boundaries. With more accurate property boundaries, the basis for an
intentional timber trespass action, whether civil or criminal, also would become easier to pursue.

No doubt these recommendations will be perfected and additional issues will emerge during the Study
Committee’s hearings and consideration of material and comments presented, but these topics comprise the
initial recommendations of the Georgia Forestry Association for consideration by the Study Committee,

GFA looks forward to assisting the study committee in any way possible to achieve a favorable cutcome for all
stakeholders,
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House Bill 790
By: Representatives Williams of the 119", Willard of the 517, Golick of the 40™, Black of
the 174", Nimmer of the 178", and others

A BILL TO BE ENTITLED
AN ACT

To amend Article 2 of Chapter 3 of Title 9 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated,
relating to specific periods of limitation, so as to provide for a four-year statute of limitations
for actions involving the cutting or cutting and carrying away of timber from the property of
another; to amend Part 1 of Article | of Chapter 6 of Title 12 of the Official Code of Georgia
Annotated, relating to the State Forestry Commission, so as to provide additional
enforcement authority to commission investigators; to amend Code Section 12-6-23 of the
Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to wood load ticket required for wood removal,
s0 as to require purchasers to provide the proper tickets to sellers of timber within 20 days;
to amend Chapter 4 of Title 44 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to real
estate boundary determinations, so as to repeal provisions relating to processioning; to amend
Title 51 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to torts, so as to change
provisions relating to the unauthorized cutting or cutting and carrying away of timber; to
provide that a certain right of action shall not be applicable in certain cases; to provide a
defense to tort liability for timber sellers who establish property boundaries; to provide for
measures of damages for converted timber; to provide for related matters; to repeal

conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF GEORGIA:

SECTION 1.
Article 2 of Chapter 3 of Title 9 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to
specific periods of limitation, is amended by revising Code Section 9-3-32, relating to
damages for conversion or destruction, as follows:
"9-3-32.
Actions for the recovery of personal property, or for damages for the conversion or
destruction of the same, shall be brought within four years after the right of action accrues,

and actions involving the unauthorized cutting or cutting and carryine away of timber from

H. B. 790
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the property of another shall be brought within four vears after the cutting or cutting and

carrying away of timber.”

SECTION 2.

Part 1 of Article | of Chapter 6 of Title 12 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated,
relating to the State Forestry Commission, is amended by revising Code Section 12-6-20,

relating to forestry investigators, as follows:

"12-6-20.
(a) As used in this Code section, the term 'forestry laws' means laws relating to forestry

or timber resources and the protection, security. conservation, or sale of such resources.

(a.1) The director, with the approval of the commission, may appoint investigators to
enforce the forestry laws andregutations of this state.

(b) The investigators so appointed and any fire-fighting crews under their direction may

enter upon any land for the purpose of preventing and suppressing fires and enforcing the
fire and other forestry laws and-regulations of this state.
(¢) Investigators who have been so appointed and-whohave-been shall be certified by the

Georgia Peace Officer Standards and Training Council as after having successfully

completed the course of training required by Chapter 8 of Title 35, the 'Georgia Peace

Officer Standards and Training Act,' and thereafter shall be authorized and empowered to:
(1) Make summary arrests for violations of the fire and other forestry laws amnd
regulations of this state; and, in case of such arrests, the investigator shall as soon as
possible deliver the arrested person or persons to the custody of the sheriff of the county
wherein the offense was committed;
(2) Arrest persons accused of violating any law orregutation which such investigators
are empowered to enforce by the issuance of a citation, provided that the offense is
committed in the presence of the investigator or information concerning the offense
constituting a basis for arrest was received by the arresting investigator from a law

enforcement officer or commission firefighter or forester who observed the offense being

committed. The arresting investigator may issue to the accused person a citation which
shall enumerate the specific charges against such person and the date upon which such
person is to appear and answer such charges. Whenever an arrest is made by the arresting
investigator on the basis of information received from another law enforcement officer

or commission firefighter or forester who observed the offense being committed, such

citation shall list the name of each officer, firefighter, or forester and each officer,

firefighter. or forester shall be present when the charges against the offender are heard;
and

H. B. 790
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61 (3) Execute search warrants and arrest warrants for criminal violations relating to the

62 forestry laws of this state and to arrest, upon probable cause and without warrant, any

63 person found violating any criminal law of this state: and

64 {33(4) Carry weapons in order to enforcetheforestry faws-and-regutations-of thisstate
65 execute their enforcement authority under this Code section.

66
67
68
69
70

71 fe)(d) Ifany person charged by citation as provided in paragraph (2) of subsection (c) of
72 this Code section shall fail to appear in court as specified in the citation, the judge having
73 Jurisdiction of the offense may issue a warrant ordering the apprehension of such person
74 and commanding that he or she be brought before the court to answer the charge contained
73 within such citation and the charge of his or her failure to appear as required. Such person

76 shall then be allowed to make a reasonable bond to appear on a given date before the
77 court”

78 SECTION 3.

79 Code Section 12-6-23 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to wood load
80  ticket required for wood removal, is amended by revising subsection (a) as follows:

81 "(a) Any person, company, corporation, or others purchasing treesor timber direetty-from
82 thetandowner from lands in Georgia shall berequired-to, within 20 days of removal of
83 such timber, furnish the owmer-ofsaid-tands scller of timber a weedtoad scale ticket for
84 cach and every load of wood removed from—satd-property, when such load is sold by
85 weight, cord, or measure of board feet. A woodtoad scale ticket shall includesbutmotbe
86 timitedto; information clearly understandable to the fandowrer seller as follows:

87 (1) Ticket number;

88 (2) Name and location of the person or company and its facility where the load of wood
89 is received and weighed or measured:

90 (3) Date wood was received at said such facility;

91 (4) Tract name;

92 (5) County and state of origin;

93 (6) Dealer name (if any);

94 (7) Producer or logging company name;

95 (8) Species of wood;

H. B. 790
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(9) Weight or scale information. If the load is measured by weight, the gross, tare, and
net weights shall be shown. If the load is measured by scale, the total volume shall be
shown;

(10) Weight, scale, or amount of wood deducted and the deduction classification (cull,
undersize, metal, knots, etc.); and

(11) Name of the person receiving, weighing, or scaling the wood.”

SECTION 4.
Chapter 4 of Title 44 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to real estate
boundary determinations, is amended by repealing Article 1, relating to processioning, and

designating such article as reserved.

SECTION 5.
Title 51 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to torts, is amended in Code
Section 51-10-6, relating to owner's right of action for damage to or theft of personal

property, by adding a new subsection to read as follows:

"(h) The measure of damages provided for in this Code section shall not be applicable in
cases involving the unauthorized cutting or cutting and carrying away of timber from the

property of another. In such cases, damages shall be awarded in accordance with Code

Section 51-12-50."

SECTION 6.
Said title is further amended in Article | of Chapter 11, relating to defenses to tort actions
generally, by adding a new Code section to read as follows:
"51-11-10.

There shall be a rebuttable presumption that a property owner selling timber from his or

her land and acting in good faith shall not be liable to adjoining landowners for any

trespass or conversion of property caused by a third party timber harvester who is not

subject to the control and direction of the property owner selling timber if. prior to the

harvesting of such timber:

(1) A land surveyor possessing a certificate of registration issued by the State Board of

Registration for Professional Engineers and Land Survevors has surveved the property

from which the timber is to be harvested and plainly established and clearly marked the

metes and bounds of the property such that the third-party timber harvester could

unequivocally see and rely upon such markings when harvesting the timber and has

provided a copy of that survey to the third-party timber harvester:

H. B. 790
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(2) The boundaries of the property from which timber is sold have been completely and

accurately indicated using physical markers that are clearly visible; or

(3) The property owner has obtained a document indicating where the boundaries are and

signed by adjoining landowners indicating that they agree on the location of such

boundaries and has provided a copy of such document to the third-party timber harvester:

provided. however, that such document shall only create a presumption in favor of the

property owner with regard to those landowners who have signed such document.”

SECTION 7.

Said title is further amended by revising Code Section 51-12-50, relating to measure of

damages for converted timber, as follows:

"51-12-50.
(a) Except as provided in Code Section 51-12-51, where when a plaintiff recovers for

timber cut or cut and carried away, the measure of damage: damages shall be:

(1) Treble the fair market value of the trees cut as they stood:

(2) Treble the diminished fair market value of any trees incidentally harmed:

3) Costs of reasonable reforestation activities related to the plaintiff's injury: and

(4) Attorney fees and expenses of litigation.
(b) When the {H)~Where defendant is a willful trespasser, isthe-futtvatueof theproperty
heti o e d ] ; e e REY. ] ——

tabor-or-expense; the plaintiff may also recover punitive damages.

(c) When the boundary lines of the property have been clearly and accurately marked. it

shall be presumed that the defendant was a willful trespasser.”

SECTION 8.

158 All laws and parts of laws in conflict with this Act are repealed.

H. B. 790
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