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Commercial Space Transportation

• The Office of Commercial Space Transportation (AST) was formed in 1985 (in the 

Office of the Secretary of Transportation); joined FAA as line of business in 1995

• Mission: To ensure protection of the public, property, and the national security and 

foreign policy interests of the United States during commercial launch or reentry 

activities, and to encourage, facilitate, and promote U.S. commercial space 

transportation

• Commercial Space 

Transportation 

regulations in place 

since the 1990s

• Title 14 Code of 
Federal Regulations

• More than 300 

authorized launches and 

reentries with no public 

safety impacts

*

* Projection

*
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Expendable Launch Vehicles (ELV)

• Commercial Launch/Reentry Licenses
• Commercial Launch Site Licenses
• Experimental Permits
• Safety Approvals

Launch Sites

Reusable Launch Vehicles (RLV)

What types of activities is FAA/AST involved in?  

Air Launch (ELV)



Office of Commercial Space Transportation
Federal Aviation
Administration 3

• Pacific 
Spaceport 
Complex 
Alaska

♦♦♦♦

♦♦♦♦

Vandenberg 
AFB

•

California 
Spaceport •

Mojave Air and 
Spaceport
♦♦♦♦

Edwards AFB

♦♦♦♦

White Sands 
Missile Range

Spaceport
America

Oklahoma Spaceport

♦♦♦♦

Wallops 
Flight

Facility

•

Spaceport Florida

Mid-Atlantic
Regional Spaceport

Key

Federal Launch/Landing Site

FAA-Licensed Launch Site

Exclusive Use Sites

•
Cecil Field 
Spaceport•

•

•

-Kennedy Space 
Center

-Cape Canaveral
Air Force Station

• •

West Texas

McGregor

♦♦♦♦

•

•

Midland 
Spaceport

Houston 
Spaceport

■

Reagan Test Site
Kwajalein Atoll, Marshall Islands

Potential Future 
Spaceports

Texas

Georgia

Alabama

Colorado

Hawaii

Florida

Arizona

Brownsville

•Mahia Peninsula
New Zealand 

•

U.S. Launch Sites – “Spaceports”
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From Application to Operation:
FAA Licensing & Permitting Process Flow

Launch/Reentry Ops

Safety Inspection

Monitoring

Policy Review

Payload Review

Financial 
Responsibility

Initial Discussions

EvaluationPre-application Consultation

IntegrationAirspace Agreements

Interagency Review

Public Safety Review

Environmental Review

License: 180 days
Permit: 120 daysi

Months to years, depending upon 
various factorsi

License: Op specific, or up to 5 years
Permit: 1 year
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Questions?


