
HOUSE RURAL DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL
10/30/2019

CAMDEN COUNTY, GA

Andres Villegas
President & CEO

Georgia Forestry Association



2



3 3



4



5



6



7

-15% 
Wood Pulp

-25% 
Paperboard 
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Andres Villegas, Georgia Forestry Association 

Chad Nimmer, Pierce Timber
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Log harvesting & delivery in 
Georgia is critically important 

2 million log truck loads a year

56 counties that are significantly 
unaligned with 12-6-24:

- Permitting
- Bonding 
- Extraneous requirements 
- Broad shutdown authority 
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Dougherty County 
Construction grade entrance requirements

Meriwether County 
Ingress/egress permit + 72 hour notice

Clayton County 
$1/acre harvest fee + 25 foot buffer

Catoosa County 
$50,000 bond + application fee

Clay County 
Permit language and permit fee 
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ACCG + GFA Discussing Possible Solutions that Include: 

- Statewide harvest notification system that would replace the county-by-county system 

- Narrowing the scope of the bond to on address damage to roads at the point of  ingress/egress onto 
the County road

- Provide a method for due process regarding bond utilization 

- Laddered bond amounts for harvesters who have had their bond pulled 

- Increase fines for harvesters that fail to submit harvest notifications

- Collaborate on education efforts of County government officials 
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Chad Nimmer, Pierce Timber
Dr. Glenn Diebert, Coastal Pines Technical College 

Andres Villegas, Georgia Forestry Association
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Southern Changes in Logging Employment Post 
Recession (2012-2016)

2017-2019 Georgia Logging Employment 
Declined Across Much of the State
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• Sawmill capacity has grown nearly 20% 
in Georgia since 2008. 

• Pulpmill capacity is largely unchanged.

• Logging employment is nearly 10% 
lower.
• Growth over the past five years has not 

kept pace with the sawmill industry

• Logging industry is appreciably older 
than average workforce:
• 2018 Logging avg – 48.5 yrs

• 2018 Total Workforce avg – 42.2 yrs

Source: Shawn Baker, FORISK
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Andres Villegas, Georgia Forestry Association 
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• 4% overall cost savings (vs. traditional 
construction)

• 4 months less construction time
• 156,000 square foot structure
• 4,621 tons of carbon sequestered
• 1,788 tons of carbon saved (vs. traditional 

construction)

“We allowed steel to compete with mass timber throughout the evaluation,” said 
William Silva, Swinerton preconstruction manager. “From time to erect, fireproofing, 
foundation systems, and other criteria, wood came out on top every time.” 
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GET YOUR PLATE TODAY BY VISITING:  http://www.gfagrow.org/licenseplate
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