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Aziz, Molly

From: Carol Beckham <cbeckham@bellsouth.net>
Sent: Tuesday, June 16, 2020 9:53 PM
To: Governmental Affairs
Subject: Re: Elections Hearings

Molly, this is the email I sent to the Carroll Co Election staff and to Jay Collins. The County (Carroll) that I 
worked in was a part of the trial on the new equipment so I’ve had a fair amount if experience. I will try to be 
concise on the call. I have not received a Zoom invite. Carol  
 

Hi, hope you all are rested after yesterday. Long day. I wanted to take a minute to articulate what 
we observed in Roopville before I forget it. I love managing at the polls. I hope to be a part of 
any solution for Georgia so maybe this will help. Most of these you are probably aware of but 
maybe putting them in categories will help statewide.  
 
SETTING UP THE EQUIPMENT. 
I was thankful you guys set it up for us the day before. As far as opening and closing the polls, I 
missed having the laminated instructions of the past. We could do that for the state or just for 
Carroll Co. It has to be done before November. If we can’t get them I'll volunteer to do them. We 
had a rocky start because the opening (and closing) instructions are’t clear and it’s a long time 
between elections. Just having a simple step by step when you only have an hour to get going is 
essential.  
 
THE IPAD CHECKIN 
The iPad checkin worked great most of the day. However one went haywire and although it was 
not obvious because it would scan and give the voter a card, when they used it, it said "card 
already used" and did not allow them to pull up a ballot. Then when they came back to us, it 
showed that THEY had voted. We had to then back them out of system as having voted and 
reissue the card. That would not have been so time consuming except that what I found out was 
that some of the “reasons” would not work. You could not use OTHER when asked why you are 
taking the voter out. You would have to try 3 or 4 times and just select whatever reason would 
work. I never got one to work the first time and I had many to choose from. My guess was that 
this happened 8-10 times. So that is 8-10 times three since you would have to try and try again to 
make the backout of the voter work. After the first one I powered it down and thought that might 
work but it didn’t. This caused our count to be off for all of the votes. For instance every time I 
tried to back out a voter I had to try at least three times, it was counted 3 times. So our count was 
off starting around lunchtime as you can see. If we had the luxury of a manager having their own 
iPad to solve problems It would be great. I know that might be a large expense. But I often had to 
hold up the line to fix stuff. We didn’t have too many lines (hope you didn’t get complaints) and 
I had marked off the social distancing but after lunch we stayed pretty busy.  
 
THE VOTING LARGE DISPLAY/PRINTER 
For the most part they worked good. We had a couple of times where I had to power the printer 
down and request a reprint of the ballot. That worked until one about 5 o’clock on the display 
and printer we had designated as the Handicapped voter device. It kept telling me I had a printer 
problem and so I did the power up and eventually tried powering up and down both the display 
and the Printer and USB. It never worked again and I had to just not use the device. Had it been 
earlier in the day I would have called for a technician but really it seemed more prudent to just 
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carry on and use the other 5 devices.  
 
SCANNER 
Our scanner worked great most of the day. We only had one issue and it said there was a 
blockage. When I went over to try to fix it, it decided it was ok and counted that ballot and 
corrected itself. We had just that one problem.  
 
ABSENTEE BALLOTS 
I probably don’t even have to mention this to you but that effort by the SOS was an abysmal 
failure. There should have been PSAs advising people what to do and advising them it was 
indeed safe to vote by mail like we have been doing since WWII. They were afraid their vote 
wouldn’t count and some said they didn’t want it and tore it up or burned it. It was just insane.  
 
I used to have a boss who required us to bring problems to him only with a proposed solution. So 
here goes. 
 
Develop laminated cards for OPENING, CLOSING FOR ALL 3 PIECES OF EQUIPMENT 
AND a separate one on what to do for simple fixes on equipment problems. I will volunteer to 
help on this at the County or state level. I used to train at BellSouth and AT&T so I have a 
simple brain and approach. Too much info isn’t helpful. I will volunteer to work on a task force 
to fix issues. We didn’t have a the problems of the bigger counties but the solutions may be some 
of the same.  
 
Thanks for listening. Carol Beckham 

 
 
 



1

Aziz, Molly

From: Joy Redwine <jkredwine1@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, June 17, 2020 3:36 PM
To: Governmental Affairs
Subject: Voting good experience

Hello, wanted to add a positive comment about voting. I voted at the senior center on Univeter rd in canton ga. I had no 
trouble arriving, waiting or voting June 9 in Cherokee county. Everything went smoothly. Joy Redwine 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
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Aziz, Molly

From: Jodie Davis <jodie@theamericancuckooclockcompany.com>
Sent: Wednesday, June 17, 2020 3:45 PM
To: Governmental Affairs
Subject: Voting Experience Cherokee County

Dear Mr. Blackmon and members of the House Government Affairs Committee, 
 
Just wanted to thank those in charge for such a great voting experience earlier this month. 
 
There was a short line here in Hickory Flat and another to vote. Staff was on the ball, kind, and 
helpful 
 
The addition of the paper ballot/count is a great double check, making me sure my vote is being 
counted correctly and that you have backup if there are any questions raised. 
 
When I returned to my vehicle the radio came on with news of people having quite a different 
experience in other parts of the state. The complete opposite of what I experienced! 
 
Thanks to those who make voting easy and give us confidence our votes count. 
 
Best wishes, 
 
Jodie Davis 
 
--  
Jodie Davis 

 
The Black Forest Tradition | Reimagined in America 
678-570-7232 
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Aziz, Molly

From: MR <mrrocketman4@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, June 17, 2020 3:50 PM
To: Governmental Affairs
Subject: June 9th 2020 Voting Experience in Cherokee County, GA

  Chairman Shaw Blackmon & Members of the House Government Affairs Committee - as a resident of 
Cherokee County, Georgia for 23 years I wanted to let you know how enjoyable, smooth and efficient the 
voting precinct and voting process was where I voted on June 9th, 2020.  I voted in the "new gym" at Hickory 
Flat Elementary School at about noon that day. 
 
It ran generally like every other voting day I've been involved with (I am a regular voter) except this time the 
poll workers wore masks and there were marks on the floor to keep social distancing between voters.  I showed 
ID like usual, was given a card for the voting machine and stood in line until a machine was available.  I then 
was shown to the machine.  A poll worker then explained the new feature of a printer sitting beside the voting 
machine that once my vote was cast, the printer would print a paper copy to be scanned.  They were very clear 
to tell me to leave the paper alone until completely done printing as it was being printed on two sides to save 
paper.  They were sure to be away when I started to vote.  
 
Once I was done voting and the printer had stopped printing, I took my voter machine card and the print out to 
the gentleman up near the exit.  He instructed me to put the paper ballot in the scanner as he could not touch 
it.  I did that and gave him the card from the voting machine.  He gave me a sticker that said I had voted which I 
proudly put on my shirt.  It was a smooth and wonderful process.   
 
I was surprised at how few poll workers were there handling a large volume of people.  It seemed like in years 
past there were always more people working at the poll.  However this team was efficient and got people thru 
quickly!   
 
If you have any questions please do not hesitate to email me back for clarification.   
 
Mark Rowell 
421 Upper Mill Creek Lane, Canton, GA 30115 
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Aziz, Molly

From: Angela Palm <apalm@gsba.com>
Sent: Wednesday, June 17, 2020 4:16 PM
To: Governmental Affairs
Subject: Election

Shaw, 
 
Thank you for chairing this inquiry.  We need to figure out what the issues were and then how to overcome those 
obstacles.  Here’s my experience in Fulton: 
 
I emailed my ballot application on April 7th.  I was surprised there was no confirmation process. I kept checking the 
status on My Voter page but it didn’t change.  When Fulton announced they were caught up, that was news to me.  I 
called the phone number provided, got voice mail, and left a message.  A few days later (May 29TH) I received an email 
that my ballot had been processed and I should receive it in several days.  I never received it, my status on My Voter 
never changed.  
 
On June 3rd, I decided to just go vote early at Sandy Springs Library.  I was lucky.  Maybe because I waited till late 
afternoon, but there were only 6-7 people ahead of me.  It took about an hour to make it through the line and 
vote.  Voting itself was a breeze, everything worked fine.  There were no clear markings as to where to go from the 
voting machine, but since there allowed only 6 at a time in there, it was easy to ask. 
 
The other issue I would raise is that my voting location changed, but I was not notified.  If I had decided to vote on 
election day but had not been checking the My Voter page, I would have gone to the wrong place. 
 
From all the stories, it seems much of this goes back to training and organization.  Why couldn’t the machines have been 
delivered to the locations on Monday?  Then they could set them up, make sure they had cords etc, that everything 
worked.  If it’s a security issue, how do they secure early voting locations?  It would be better to have to provide security 
overnight than to go through this.  Setting them up early would also allow poll workers to do some hands-on 
training.  Either that or have poll workers go early or late into early voting locations to practice. 
 
Angela Palm 
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Aziz, Molly

From: Jorge BALBONA <balbonag@mac.com>
Sent: Wednesday, June 17, 2020 8:31 PM
To: Governmental Affairs
Subject: Fwd: Marietta 5B Turner Chapel Cathedral Poll Tape (Part 1)

This is the email I sent last week to Janine Eveler, Cobb County Elections Director. 
 
Sincerely, 
George Balbona  
Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: George Balbona <balbonag@mac.com> 
Date: June 11, 2020 at 11:22:49 PM EDT 
To: "Eveler, Janine" <Janine.Eveler@cobbcounty.org> 
Subject: Marietta 5B Turner Chapel Cathedral Poll Tape 

 
Click on the images in the email to download full resolution versions from iCloud. 
Attachments available until July 11, 2020. 
Janine,  
I requested TWO Poll Tapes from you yesterday (Wednesday June 10, 2020 at 4:41PM) via 
email. 

 

 
 
This morning you emailed me a PDF of the Poll Tape for Marietta 5A Zion Baptist Church who 
posted their Poll Tape inside the glass but left the bottom of the Poll Tape curled onto itself so 
that large portions were unreadable because they were face down on the ground. [Please see 
attachments.] 
I was very pleased with your prompt reply and appreciated you sending me the Marietta 5A Poll 
Tape. 
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Marietta 5B is altogether another matter and very alarming. The optics for Marietta 5B Turner 
Chapel Cathedral, as well as your delay, are shocking and horrible!!! In your email this morning 
[see attachment below], you stated: "We will have to check more places to locate the MR5B 
tape. It may be next week or later." THIS IS UTTERLY UNACCEPTABLE!!! If you have to 
task employees to spend hours to locate the Marietta 5B Poll Tape ASAP, please do so and 
charge it to my ORR. Send me an estimate of charges ASAP. I'm sure it'll be fine.  
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Has the Marietta 5B Poll Tape gone rogue? Do you, the Cobb County Elections Director, NOT 
KNOW WHERE IT IS?! Doesn’t this obliterate any concept of chain of custody?! 
 
Taken by itself the Marietta 5B Poll Tape situation is unfortunate. Considering my recent 
encounters with Area Supervisor George Smith and Turner Chapel Cathedral, the current 
situation is COMPLETELY UNTENABLE!!! I spoke with Area Supervisor, George Smith, just 
after 7:50PM on Election Day. I asked when the Poll Tape would be posted and he said "give 
us an hour". I have audio of our conversation. [Please see attachments and listen to the attached 
audio file. Note that the photos I took of George Smith's car just minutes before speaking with 
him have a 7:47PM and 7:48PM Timestamp.] The reason he doesn't respond to me when I 
fist I asked him "How's it going in there?" is because he was talking to someone on his 
cellphone as he retrieved a binder from the trunk of his car which was parked right in front 
of the doors which voters used to enter the precinct. Hence, the reason I mistakenly 
assumed that it may be the car of Election Night Runners quickly retrieving Scanner Media 
Cards. The reason I knew his name was George Smith was because the binder had a cover 
page printed on Pale Green Paper. The first words in large font on the cover page were 
"George Smith." I assumed it was a procedure manual which he required to properly close 
the polls and document election data from the 10 BMDs used at Turner Chapel 
Cathedral.  My friend Kevin called me while I was speaking with George Smith which 
establishes that the time was 7:54PM on June 9 2020. 
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I then drove 1.7 miles to Marietta 6A Redeemed Christian Church of God. They posted their Poll 
Tape outside in an area with NO PROTECTION FROM THE RAIN. While I was there, Poll 
Manager Zuri Morrisey (who wore a black top) called Area Supervisor George Smith to yell at 
me for: 
1) Interfering with Poll Workers which I was NOT. I was wearing a mask & gloves and 
exercising extreme social distancing. I was standing at a distance greater than 6 feet during 99% 
of my time at Marietta 6A. When you listen to the audio you will hear the fan and hear me 
mention that "I see a table" because I am backing away from Zuri. If you look at the 
following photo, I was standing with the back of my legs against the empty table to the left 
next to a large Industrial Fan on a Stand which you can see in a later photo behind the Poll 
Tape. The only time I got closer was to take Zuri's cellphone when she handed it to me so 
George Smith could yell at me on Speaker Phone. George repeatedly accused me of interfering 
with Poll Workers. I stated again that I was NOT INTERFERING and that I was 5 feet away 
from any Poll Worker. I then read GA Election Code 21-2-406 which states that 
"Superintendents, poll officers, and other officials engaged in the conducting of primaries and 
elections held under this chapter SHALL PERFORM THEIR DUTIES IN PUBLIC." Area 
Supervisor George Smith responded by stating: "I don't care about your Code. Don't read Code 
to me." This was not a reassuring response.  
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I took the next photo as I was entering the room, before I settled in by the empty table (which is 
to the left out of frame). You can see in this  photo I would be nowhere near the Poll Workers. 
Since there was a loud Industrial Fan next to me, a couple times I walked up to about 5 feet to 
ask a quick question of the Assistant Managers (Rebecca Reaves and Donna Ray -- one wore a 
pink top and the other a dark green top, but I could never ascertain who was who) neither of 
them ever stopped working on my account. Later, I spoke a bit with the Poll Worker in the Pale 
Yellow top about the rain and if any voters tried to leave with the printout. She answered yes, 
they had to stop voters from leaving with the printout. I mentioned that that was 
problematic because if a voter walked outside with the printout they would not be allowed to 
scan it. This seemed to be new information to her.  

 

Soon after I heard the Assistant Poll Workers talking about posting the Poll Tape outside. I 
mentioned that I had always seen it posted inside the glass and facing outward. I called 
Janine Eveler and left a message on her Voicemail mentioning my concerns about posting 
the Poll Tape outside exposed to the rain. [Please note the screenshot of my iPhone call 
log.] The Poll Managers were pretty hostile towards me at this point. The Poll 
Managers continued to state that the Poll Tape had to be posted outside and this led to Zuri 
calling George Smith. 
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2) George Smith was empathetic that the Poll Tape MUST BE POSTED OUTSIDE. I have since 
read GA Election "Code 21-2-440 Duty of poll officers to sign general returns; posting of copy 
of returns; delivery of copy of materials to superintendent". And I will admit that Code 21-2-440 
(a) does state "One of such returns shall be immediately posted for the information of the public 
outside the polling place or place of tabulation". However, given the fact that it was a rainy night 
in Georgia, there should be considerations made regarding the location of the posting of the Poll 
Tape. This is what you see when you first pull into the parking lot of Redeemed Christian 
Church of God. [Please see photos.]  

 

 
 
And this what the sign on the front door says: 
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This unfortunately is the location and manner Poll Workers chose to post their Poll Tape: 
 
 

 

 
Note how wet the Poll Tape is immediately after it was posted. 
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Now please note how there is not an awning or sufficient cover to protect the Poll Tape from 
the rain. 
 
 

The linked 
image cannot 
be d isplayed.  
The file may  
have been 
mov ed, 
renamed, or  
deleted. 
Verify that  
the link 
points to the  
correct file  
and location. 

Lastly, look back at the first photo of the front of Redeemed Christian Church of God. Notice 
the nice protected alcove area as you arrive at the front door. Also notice how the notice is 
taped inside the glass facing out. Were these Poll Managers simply myopic? Posting the 
Poll Tape on the outside of the protected front door would have acceptably met GA Election 
Code 21-2-440. Is someone cherry-picking Election Code? Both? Whatever the 
final analysis determines, all I know for certain is that this posting was not acceptable.  
 
 
George Smith arrived at Redeemed Christian Church of God as I was completing taking 
photos and video of the Marietta 5A Poll Tape. He went straight in to speak with the Poll 
Managers. George Smith said something to me through the glass but between the noise of 
the Industrial Fan and the fact that he had just told me that he did NOT CARE about the GA 
Election Code, I did not pay any attention to him. Since I still had 11 more Precincts to visit, 
I promptly left to take photos and video of the remaining Marietta Precincts. I have audio of 
me speaking to my wife as I drove back to Turner Chapel Cathedral in which I am 
describing the conversation that I had just had with George Smith on Zuri's cellphone. I was 
not amused. As I was detailing the conversation with George Smith to my wife, Janine 
Eveler called me back regarding my concern about posting the Marietta 5A Poll Tape 
Outside in the rain. I have audio of both of these conversations. Please note the following 
screenshot of my iPhone call log which establishes the time as 9:08PM pm June 9 2020. 
[Please listen to attached audio file.] 

 

 
 
As I pulled up to Turner Chapel Cathedral, I saw that both entrances to the parking lot were 
locked!!! I informed Janine of this and she said that she would call George Smith. I then 
proceeded to walk up to the door where voters entered the precinct (and where George Smith had 
been parked and we spoke just a little over an hour before). I discovered that there was NO 
POLL TAPE POSTED!!! This is utterly unacceptable!!! George Smith had just been arguing 
with me that Poll Tapes MUST BE POSTED ON THE OUTSIDE. Wouldn't that also make it 
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necessary that POLL TAPES BE POSTED!!! There was no evidence of any tape on the glass, no 
goldenrod provisional ballot sheet, not a scrap of paper on the ground, NOTHING!!! I walked 
around the entire Cathedral with my video camera to document that the Marietta 5B Poll Tape 
was NOT POSTED ON ANY SIDE OF THE BUILDING!!! Given the fact that I had just spoken 
with George Smith TWICE within the last hour, I can only assume that the Poll Tape NOT 
BEING POSTED was DONE INTENTIONALLY AND DONE WITH MALICE!!!  
Please view the video of me searching the entire perimeter of the Turner Chapel Cathedral. The 
timestamp on the door photo I took as I first walked up to the building establishes the time as 
being 9:16:55PM on June 9 2020.  
 
 

 

 

Just in case George Smith wanted to play cute, I returned to Turner Chapel Cathedral after 
visiting all 12 of the Marietta Precincts. Please note the photo of the doors outside Marietta 5B 
with a timestamp of June 10 2020 at 1:27AM. Guess what? There was still no Poll Tape Posted. 
 
 
This morning I sent you a response email which stated: 
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It is now late in the evening on Thursday June 11th 2020. You have failed to provide me with the 
Marietta 5B Poll Tape. I will give you until tomorrow at 2PM to locate, scan and provide me 
with a PDF of the Marietta 5B Poll Tape (just as you did with the Marietta 5A Zion Baptist 
Church Poll Tape). After that I will assume that there is deliberate obfuscation being perpetrated 
against me and I will proceed in an accordingly litigious manner. If it would be easier for you, I 
would be more than willing to drive to your offices at 736 Whitlock Ave and take photos of the 
Marietta 5B Poll Tape in person. (As always, I would be utilizing a mask & gloves and 
exercising social distance.) 
 
I look forward to hearing from you Post Haste.  
 
Sincerely, 
George Balbona 
 
P.S. -- Just in case you may have any issues accessing my attachments, I have also made them 
available via a Dropbox Folder entitled "MARIETTA 5B".  
Here is the link: 
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/nyvitn5840999px/AACJfWsaKCwEcXPwRhBoPhAOa?dl=0 
 
P.P.S. -- If you continue reading the rest of the sentence I quoted from GA Election Code 21-2-
440 (a) it states: "one of such returns shall be returned sealed to the superintendent in an 
envelope prepared for the Secretary of State or the city clerk, and one shall be entrusted to the 
chief manager for the delivery to the superintendent with the package of unused ballots and other 
election supplies in an envelope provided for that purpose." Isn't that last copy supposed to be 
delivered to you, Janine? Isn't it an epic failure if you do not know how to locate the Marietta 5B 
Poll Tape immediately. Am I somehow misunderstanding the hierarchy of the Cobb County 
Elections Management Team that is posted on your website?  
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Download from iCloud 
Turner Chapel Cathedral.m4v 

111.28 MB 

Download from iCloud 
George Smith 1.m4a 

2.02 MB 

Download from iCloud 
JANINE EVE…L 6 9 2020.m4a 

5.47 MB 
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Download from iCloud 
MR5A Results Tapes.pdf 

952.17 KB 
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Aziz, Molly

From: Jorge BALBONA <balbonag@mac.com>
Sent: Wednesday, June 17, 2020 8:33 PM
To: Governmental Affairs
Subject: Fwd: Marietta 5B Turner Chapel Cathedral Poll Tape (Part 2)

This is the next email I sent to Janine Eveler, Cobb County Elections Director. 
 
G 

Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: Jorge BALBONA <balbonag@mac.com> 
Date: June 12, 2020 at 9:27:22 AM EDT 
To: "Eveler, Janine" <Janine.Eveler@cobbcounty.org> 
Subject: Re:  Marietta 5B Turner Chapel Cathedral Poll Tape 

Janine, 
Why is Marietta 5A immediately available and Marietta 5B not?  
 
Sincerely, 
George Balbona  
 
P.S.— Clearly, I read your previous response. I find it unacceptable given the fact that Area 
Supervisor George Smith lied to my face and told me that the Turner Chapel Cathedral Poll Tape 
would be posted in an hour and then he NEVER POSTED IT!!! Can you understand my 
suspicion and trepidation in allowing any more time to pass before receiving the Marietta 5B 
Poll Tape? You either have it or you do not? Again, I am willing to take photos of the Marietta 
5B Poll Tape today at your offices. Thoughts? 
 
P.P.S.— It is very unlike you to put things off. I have always appreciated your prompt responses 
to my ORRs and your efficiency. What’s up with Marietta 5B? 

Sent from my iPhone 
 
 

On Jun 12, 2020, at 5:11 AM, Eveler, Janine <Janine.Eveler@cobbcounty.org> 
wrote: 

 Please read my previous response. I will be able to provide the remaining tape 
next week.  

Janine Eveler  
Director 
Cobb County Elections 
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Aziz, Molly

From: Jorge BALBONA <balbonag@mac.com>
Sent: Wednesday, June 17, 2020 8:35 PM
To: Governmental Affairs
Subject: Fwd: Marietta 5B Turner Chapel Cathedral Poll Tape (Part 3)

This is the next email I sent to Janine Eveler, Cobb County Elections Director. 
 
G 

Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: Jorge BALBONA <balbonag@mac.com> 
Date: June 16, 2020 at 10:38:15 PM EDT 
To: Janine Eveler <Janine.Eveler@cobbcounty.org> 
Subject: Re:  Marietta 5B Turner Chapel Cathedral Poll Tape 

 
Janine, 
I have so many questions regarding Marietta 5B.  
 
First of all, I’d like to submit an Open Records Request for all communications (emails, texts, written 
documents and phone logs) to, from or among Area Supervisor George Smith and any and all Cobb 
County Elections and Voter Registration employees (full-time, part-time and/or contract including 
Dominion Techs) including the Elections Director and all members of the Cobb County Election Board 
from June 5th 2020 through June 17th 2020.  
 
Secondly, were the 288 ballots scanned IN PUBLIC as required by GA Election Code. And if so, please 
supply me with a list of all persons present during the scanning of Marietta 5B 
Ballots. Were any notifications sent out to inform the public that they could attend? 
 
Thirdly, did the Marietta 5B Poll Workers and George Smith complete a Reconciliation Form as required.  
 
 
Next, does Cobb County NOT have emergency scanners (tested and ready to send out) should a scanner 
go down at a precinct? Or were all the backup scanners already deployed to other precincts? 
 
 
Did Marietta 5B Poll Workers and/ or Area Supervisor George Smith contact you immediately to report 
their situation as covered in training? If not, why not?! 
 
 
Lastly, in such situations there is a form which Poll Workers are required to complete, copy and place on 
the door of their polling location. No such form was posted!!! Why wasn’t this form posted?! I would 
like the name of ALL Poll Workers who worked at Turner Chapel Cathedral on June 9th 2020 (including 
Clerks, Poll Manager, Assistant Managers, ExpressPoll Clerks, Election Night Runners and Dominion 
Techs). 
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I look forward to hearing from you. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
George Balbona  
 
 
P.S.— When is the next Cobb BRE Meeting? Will it be a virtual meeting? 
 
 
P.P.S.— What was the binder George Smith retrieved from the trunk of his car? It had a pale green cover 
sheet and “George Smith” were the first words on the cover.  
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
 

On Jun 16, 2020, at 2:09 PM, Jorge BALBONA <balbonag@mac.com> wrote: 

FYI 

Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Eveler, Janine" <Janine.Eveler@cobbcounty.org> 
Date: June 16, 2020 at 1:22:45 PM EDT 
To: Jorge BALBONA <balbonag@mac.com> 
Subject: RE:  Marietta 5B Turner Chapel Cathedral Poll Tape 

  
George, 
  
MR5B was not able to print a tape. They had a paper jam in 
their scanner after ballot 44, so we had to rescan all 288 
ballots cast at that poll to create a new tape. The tape is 
attached.  
  
  

Janine Eveler 
Director, 
Cobb County Elections & Registration 
770-528-2312 
770-528-2519 Fax 
678-315-0439 Cell 
www.CobbElections.org 
  
Register...then Vote! 
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Aziz, Molly

From: Jorge BALBONA <balbonag@mac.com>
Sent: Wednesday, June 17, 2020 8:39 PM
To: Governmental Affairs
Subject: Fwd: Marietta 5B Turner Chapel Cathedral Poll Tape (Part 4)

This is the email response I received from Janine Eveler the day before the first Governmental Affairs Committee hearing 
regarding Georgia’s Primary Election. 
 
Sincerely, 
George Balbona  

Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: Jorge BALBONA <balbonag@mac.com> 
Date: June 17, 2020 at 6:57:25 PM EDT 
To: "Eveler, Janine" <Janine.Eveler@cobbcounty.org> 
Subject: Marietta 5B Turner Chapel Cathedral Poll Tape 

Janine, 
Thanks for your prompt reply. 
 
I’ll see you Friday on the virtual BRE meeting. 
 
G 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
 

On Jun 17, 2020, at 6:23 PM, Eveler, Janine <Janine.Eveler@cobbcounty.org> wrote: 

  
I will provide you an estimate for the ORR as soon as possible, but likely 
after certification.  
  
The ballots were scanned in our tabulation center which is open to the 
public. The ballots were scanned by Elections Manager Brenda Jemison 
and Registration Manager Beau Gunn. No notifications were sent out. I 
have not yet audited the reconciliation forms, but will include the answer to 
that question as soon as I have. Cobb County does have back up 
scanners, but the poll workers were apparently not able to contact us to let 
us know. They implemented their emergency procedures and requested 
voters to insert ballots into the emergency slot provided for this scenario.  I 
do not believe they filled out the Voting Equipment Exception Report, we 
had very little training on that form and very few workers understood what 
it was for. I will have to get back to you regarding the workers at that 
location. 
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Janine Eveler 
Director, 
Cobb County Elections & Registration 
770-528-2312 
770-528-2519 Fax 
678-315-0439 Cell 
www.CobbElections.org 
  
Register...then Vote! 
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Aziz, Molly

From: Stevens Gymnasiums Inc. <justgyms@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, June 17, 2020 8:51 PM
To: Governmental Affairs
Subject: Missing ballot

I submitted a request for absentee ballots for myself, my husband, our daughter, and the young man that we are legal guardians for 
because his parents are back in Mexico. From the attached photos you can see that our applications were all received on the same day 
and ballots were issued on the same day, according to the GA SOS webpage. 3 of the 4 ballots were received on the same day, 
however Rodrigo Lopez’s ballot never arrived. We have received mail for him in the past including as recently as May, when he got 
his drivers license. And unfortunately, he was working out of town on Election Day so he was unable to vote at all.  
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Tamara Stevens 
Stevens Gymnasiums, Inc. 
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Aziz, Molly

From: Linda Bell <bellsouthernwind@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, June 17, 2020 9:30 PM
To: Governmental Affairs

I'm under the impression that people were having trouble voting.  I live in Cherokee county in Hickory Flat. 
When I voted everything went smoothly and I asked the attendant how things were going. She said that they had 
not 1 problem all day and I voted at 6:30 pm. Just thought you might want to know it was a positive 
experience!!  Sincerely,  Linda Bell  
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Aziz, Molly

From: Farhana Rahman <farhana.a.rahman@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, June 17, 2020 10:25 PM
To: Governmental Affairs
Cc: ben1105@aol.com
Subject: Observations as Poll Watcher JC 06
Attachments: IMG_6269.JPG

Hello, 
I wanted to let you know my observations as a poll watcher in Johns Creek, GA (JC 06).  
 
Summary: Poll manager refused to believe me (poll watcher) that Fulton County had extended voting hours on 
June 9, 2020 and was going to shut down precinct (JC 06) at 7pm, even though time was extended 'til 9pm. 
Fulton County needs to do better about alerting ALL their polling locations if there is any extension of voting 
hours in the future!   
 
Details: I went to precinct JC 06 on behalf of Asian Americans Advancing Justice (AAAJ). 
I got there around 5pm, things looked good and people moved quickly, but around 6:30pm I started getting 
messages that Fulton locations would be open until 9pm. I went to check with the poll manager in charge there, 
Cheri Lawson. She said she didn’t hear anything about that and she was going to close at 7:00pm. She threw her 
hands up and said “I’m going home at seven!” I said “No ma’am you need to keep this place open til 9pm.” 
 
I told her to call her contact at Fulton county and she reluctantly did and she said she didn’t get through and she 
said “I have no way to confirm this so I am closing at seven!” This exchange was at 6:45pm. Time was running 
out. I reached out to AAAJ and they texted me pics, notices, news articles etc., and I showed her but she goes 
“THAT’S THE NEWS, THAT’S THE MEDIA! I need Fulton county to call me!” 
 
Add this point I realized she was not going to help me. I went to another gentleman poll worker who was 
there  and I said “Sir, everybody in line said they heard it on the news that polls are open till nine, but the poll 
manager is not believing me, this info is easily found if you google, can you just look it up?” At this point I got 
a screenshot of Fulton County’s twitter page.  Thankfully this gentleman knew how to use Twitter and he was 
able to pull it up on his phone.He goes “OK I’ll go talk to her!” 
And that point I went back to her and she goes “Oh yeah I just got the word! But the line stops at SEVEN and 
everyone after seven will get to vote provisionally not on the machine !” 
 
I said “no no Noooo. They need to vote on the machine!” 
 
Again we had back-and-forth banter, at one point she yelled out to me “I am doing you a favor!" To which I 
replied “no ma’am you’re not, you’re not doing me any favors, you’re doing this country a favor by letting 
people vote!”  
 
 So between 7 til when I left at 8:40 PM, a  dozen people trickled in. So long story short, the precinct would 
have shut down at 7pm, illegally if I had not been there. 
 
Her name tag is attached. 
 
Please ensure this debacle is not repeated ever in the future with prompt sharing of information, and proper 
training of all poll workers. 
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Thanking you, 
Farhana Rahman 
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Aziz, Molly

From: Jeanne <jdufort@aol.com>
Sent: Thursday, June 18, 2020 3:21 AM
To: Governmental Affairs
Subject: primary election insights - Dufort

To the members of  the House Governmental Affairs Committee  
 
On election day, I left my home at 6:30am, and returned after midnight. In Morgan County where I live, I served as a poll 
watcher, and coordinator of poll watchers. One of our precincts stayed open late on judicial order - once that closed I 
headed to the election office, where I spent the next 3 hours removing absentee ballots from privacy sleeves and 
preparing them for scanning. 
 
I returned the next day to serve on our bi-partisan Vote Review Panel. On Thursday I helped adjudicate some ballots, and 
attended a special called BOER meeting. On Friday, I returned to adjudicate some more ballots. 
 
Here's what I saw: dedicated poll workers doing their best to conduct the election, burdened with the task of operating a 
system that was overly complicated and unreliable. At 7am, not one polling place in Morgan County had all its machines 
running - in some places it was well after 8am. Some voters left without casting a ballot. I saw machines that required 
login credentials - but the passwords did not work. When a storm came through and we lost power, one of the precincts 
lost the equipment for nearly 2 hours - the UPS units failed, and the machines would not come back to life. Nearly 40 
voters were waiting by that time - which may seem not bad, considering the lines in the metro area, but it was a lot to 
endure for our voters. 
 
Our vote review panel discovered the new system software is not counting some votes. We found this by accident - the 
system didn't even flag the voter marks for adjudication. The law says the vote must be counted, if voter intent can be 
determined. To my VRP, it was not a close call - we clearly saw a vote, and the software did not. I am embarrassed to say 
that the Morgan County BOER heard about the uncounted votes at their meeting the following day, and by 3-2 vote 
decided not to examine the remaining 95% of mail ballots cast to see if there are more uncounted votes. What's the point 
of a $100M+ system that cannot count all the votes. 
 
Were the problems mainly due to conducting election during a pandemic?  I say no. I think the shortage of poll workers 
exposed one of the main flaws in the new system - that it is far too complicated and far to unstable to deploy without 
putting our poll workers and voters in a no win situation. 
 
I am appalled that the Secretary of State is blaming the hard working poll workers and local officials for problems that he 
created. Its a people problem, not a system problem, says he. I call BS. Systems planned to be used on a high stakes day 
by an army of temporary workers have got to be simple to operate. These are not. For a first time rollout, extra technical 
support was promised and never materialized. In Morgan County, one tech was supporting 5 polling places, each of 
whom was short staffed. It was not enough support. The State Election Board passed an emergency paper ballot 
rule  and SOS staff failed to create adequate training materials - so the 1500 ballots that could have been used when the 
power went off stayed in their box, because the poll manager was not adequately trained. 
 
We can all celebrate the unprecedented primary turnout. But we must roll up our sleeves and change some things before 
November - when more than twice the number of voters will try to cast their ballot. 
 
Jeanne Dufort 
Madison, GA 
770 330 9040 
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From: Emily Leahy <emily.leahy.thieler@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, June 18, 2020 7:38 AM
To: Governmental Affairs
Subject: Voting problems

The absentee ballots my husband and I requested from Fulton County never arrived and we were unable to vote in 
person because we are out of town. 
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Aziz, Molly

From: Mary Jane Leach <mjleach2@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, June 18, 2020 8:01 AM
To: Governmental Affairs
Subject: Public comment about election 

First let me say that many many Georgians, business owners and nonprofits have had to respond to COVID-19 by shifting 
their resources and efforts as needed.  It has required research, commitment, courage and stamina.  
 
The GA SOS can and should optimize voting resources for every Georgia voter.   
 
I am requesting that the SOS respond to the natural demand in voting resources (based on population) in population 
centers. There is no reason not to shift resources and voting machines, personnel and training to where it is needed.  
 
Make voting by mail easier (not harder).  
 
The ballot request form sent by mail worked beautifully for me and my family. 
 
Georgians have stepped up to the plate and worked harder than ever during this time, to keep their families and 
businesses in tact and Working. We really do the same from our government agencies.  
 
The excuses coming out of the SOS office are unacceptable.  Now they have had a preview and they need to pivot just 
like we have all had to do.  
 
Get this done! Do what it takes!   
 
Mary Jane Leach 
 
 
 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
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Aziz, Molly

From: Shannon Everly <shannoneverly1@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, June 18, 2020 8:33 AM
To: Governmental Affairs
Subject: Problems with voting last week

Hello, 
Thank you for taking my email.  I’m writing to share my stories from voting day.   
 
I applied for an absentee ballot, which I never received.  I was able to vote in person though.  “My voter” page had no 
record of me having applied for an absentee ballot.   
 
When I voted however, I was concerned that “the scanner was not working”, so the ballots went in a slot.  They did fix 
the scanner.  But it bothered me very much, that each person could not see their page being scanned.  And it raises huge 
questions about the process for later scanning all those ballots, that first went in the “slot”.  
 
Additionally, I volunteered at a poll in College Park, Camp Truitt Senior Center.  Those poll workers had been given the 
wrong key to unlock the machines.  A resourceful poll worker was able to finally acquire the right key, but then the 
password did not work. Again, he was finally able to get the right password.  Additionally, the scanner did not work for a 
few hours at this location.   
 
Voting doesn’t have to be this hard.   
 
Thank you, 
Shannon Everly 
 
 
 
Sent from my iPad 
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From: Adam Sugrue <aps5521@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, June 18, 2020 8:39 AM
To: Governmental Affairs
Subject: Absentee Ballot Counting in June Primary

Hello Mr. Speaker,  
 
I would like to write you to request that you investigate how absentee ballots are being counted in the June 
primary election. There are widespread reports that absentee ballots where voters intent is clear, but the vote 
selection was made with a check or a circle instead of coloring in the oval, are not being counted or flagged for 
review by the new Dominion scanners. The SOS office is arguing that this is "industry standard," however this 
is in direct violation of Georgia election law, as noted in the image below.   
 

 
I sincerely hope you can be the neutral arbiter you have publicly stated and adjudicate the fair counting of all 
ballots cast in the June and November elections, regardless of location or political affiliation.  
 
Thanks,  
 
Adam Sugrue 
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From: Gwen Gullett <ggullett@ecsquest.com>
Sent: Thursday, June 18, 2020 9:56 AM
To: Governmental Affairs
Subject: Two state-based voting errors that stopped me from voting

Problem 1 
 
I attempted to vote by absentee ballot this year due to the COVID-19 crisis. I knew the cutoff for submissions 
was June 5th so I made sure to email my form by that day, later that day I had my wife do the same.  
 
Come June 9th, my wife received her ballot via USPS, just in time to be able to submit her vote. I did not. My 
ballot came in on June 10th. She was able to vote, I was not. We submitted at the same time, yet one was 
withheld and not available until it was too late to count. 
 
Problem 2 Compounds Problem 1 
 
Since I did not receive my absentee ballot, I decided to verify my voter registration details to make sure I could 
vote in person instead. I went to the website and found that my details were incorrect. 
 
Last year, I underwent a legal name change and have changed both name and gender on all state and federal 
legal documentation including my state issued driver's license. During that period I also attempted to update my 
voter registration to match my driver's license. My name change had gone through after multiple attempts but 
my gender marker never was updated. I have tried numerous times to update the gender marker including the 
week prior to my ballot request. 
 
So, when I saw that my information still did not match my state issued ID, I realized I would not be able to vote 
at a poll location for multiple reasons. I will not present myself as something I am not, and, since my 
registration and my ID did not match I doubt they would be able to vote in the first place. 
 
Gwen Gullett 
Gwinnett County, 30096 
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Aziz, Molly

From: Cheyanne Woodyard <dcwoodyard@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, June 18, 2020 9:57 AM
To: Governmental Affairs
Subject: June 9th primary 

Hello,  
Please send Mail-in ballots to EVERY registered voter in GA beginning with the August Run-offs. Also eliminate the poll 
tax by requiring postage for returning the ballot. Provide more drop boxes by the county as well.  
 
Elections in Georgia should be FREE and safe for all. Eliminate unnecessary burdens that are compromising our 
democracy.  
 
Thanks.  
A voter that has never missed an election!   
 
Sent from my iPhone 
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From: Cheri Tiernan <cheritiernan@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, June 18, 2020 10:06 AM
To: Governmental Affairs
Subject: Primary debacle 

Good morning, I am writing today in regards to the 3:30pm hearing about the chaos and national embarrassment that 
was the June 9 Georgia Primary election. Why aren’t we spending more time & energy making sure anyone who wants 
to use a paper ballot, especially in the midst of a pandemic, is able to do so? Moreover, why wasn’t the state prepared 
to send and receive those ballots in a timely and responsible manner? Finally, why isn’t the state allocating more 
training and resources for precincts in two of the states most populous counties, namely Fulton & DeKalb? Are these 
Democratic strongholds being targeted by Republican leadership in an effort to suppress turnout? Based on the 2018 
midterm and recent primary, there seems to be a persistent partisan pattern worthy of investigation by the DOJ’s Civil 
Rights Division. Sincerely, Chaplain Cheri L. Tiernan 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
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Aziz, Molly

From: Giorgio Litt <giorgiolitt@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, June 18, 2020 10:14 AM
To: Governmental Affairs
Cc: Nguyen, Bee
Subject: My Public Comments for the primary elections investigations hearing
Attachments: Giorgio Litt_Voter Registration_Public Comments_Final.pdf

Dear Chairman Blackmon and Members of the Governmental Affairs Committee- 
 
Please find attached my letter that I hope you will consider as commentary relevant to discussion in today's 
hearing on elections.  This letter details my experience start to finish in attempting to exercise my right to vote 
in DeKalb County by absentee ballot.  In it, you will hear about events that in sum total have severely impeded 
my ability to exercise the most basic right as afforded to us in Article I of the Constitution and upheld by the 
14th amendment.  
 
Not just because this issue is so deeply troublesome, important and will impact the coming November election 
that in all likelihood will occur during the second wave of a global pandemic, I also offer myself to your 
committee in any way that I can be of service, to clarify any points or to give more information about my 
experience. 
 
Giorgio Litt 
A DeKalb County Voter 



Giorgio Litt 
2339 Cloverdale Dr SE 
Atlanta, GA 30316 

Dear Chairman Blackmon and the Members of the Governmental Affairs Committee: 

I submit to you this statement detailing my experience attempting to vote absentee in the June 2020 Georgia 
general primary election.  I submit these details with urgency not just because my own right to vote was deeply 
burdened, but also because I fear that a great many Georgia voters may experience the same, for years to come, 
due to Georgia’s broken and irrational absentee signature matching process. 

February 2018: Shortly after moving to Atlanta, my wife and I went to the Dekalb South DDS location get Georgia 
driver’s licenses and register to vote.  While I always remembered that I had trouble at the DDS kiosk then, not 
until I duplicated that same experience two years later did I fully recall the original issue I had: I could not 
accurately sign my name on the terminal pad.   

After a few attempts, I committed to a short-hand version of my signature out of embarrassment in holding up the 
line.  What I did not know, what was never communicate to me in any shape or form, was that I had just committed 
myself to having to replicate that exact same signature to exercise my right to vote. 

Two full years elapsed:  I voted in 2018 and 2019 in-person.  

April 2, 2020: Out of concern for safety due to CDC guidance on COVID best practices, my wife and I both sent in 
applications to vote absentee.  

April 19: 17 days after sending in my absentee application, my wife and I had not received our ballots. Instead, I 
received a Signature Cure Affidavit Form in the mail. See Exhibit A on the next page. 

I had many issues with this form at even a cursory glance. The authenticity of the form was not immediately 
apparent, and it seemed to be very long, in an unnecessarily small and burdensome 6-point font. Where the 
signature and printed names were supposed to go was not immediately obvious. The blank line that seems to be 
intended for the “Voter’s Name (Print Clearly)” is closer to “Voter’s Signature or mark (Required)” than its own 
blank line.  The sloppiness of the form seemed to bely the purported intent to help a voter exercise their right to 
vote. 

April 23: I called Dekalb County Division of Voter Registration to ask them why I received this onerous form and 
where my wife and I’s absentee ballots were. I was told that my wife’s ballot had been sent several days ago, that 
there was no issue with her application, but that I would not be receiving a regular absentee ballot. My ballot was 
to be a provisional ballot, which was not yet sent and would only be sent once the cure form was received.  

Everything they said was wrong: Not only did my wife’s ballot not arrive for a few weeks, but my provisional ballot 
was in the mailbox within thirty minutes of the conversation. 



 

Exhibit A. Signature Cure Affidavit Form.



April 24: I went to the same DDS location at Dekalb South in good faith to cure the source of the issue, to redo my 
2018 signature on my license captured at DDS.   

I noted immediately that DDS had the same pads. And even after a 45-minute effort of signing on the pad over and 
over, I was still unable to produce a signature that looked anything close to my written signature. To this day, the 
signature on my license does not look like my signature.   

VIDEO OF SIGNATURE ATTEMPTS AT DDS:  https://vimeo.com/412489509/1544ee97ad 

No amount of input on the pad gives predictable and controllable results—to use the resulting signature on that 
pad to compromise the right to vote is completely irrational. 

April 25: I spoke to Erica Hamilton, head of Elections in Dekalb County. She told me that provisional ballots are 
sent independently of the signature cure forms, in direct contradiction to what I had heard two days prior from a 
supervisor. 

I asked Erica what metric they were using to evaluate and compare signatures. She admitted that their training 
was limited and that they looked forward to more FBI training. She could not point me to any specific metric that 
governs signature matching. 

Clover Mini Pad investigation: I contacted the manufacturer of the Clover Mini signature pad, a pad that DDS has 
verified is installed in every DDS kiosk in the state.  The several Clover employees and supervisors I spoke with 
clearly stated without hesitation that Clover does not make a stylus nor is the Clover Mini pad intended to be used 
with one.  It is intended to be used with your finger.  And yet, the state of Georgia has chosen to supply a 3rd party 
stylus, a terribly soft but gripping device, that creates significant drag on the pad surface producing a late 
response, if any.  And either with your finger or with the supplied stylus, creating an accurate signature is 
demonstrably impossible in terms of any person’s reasonable ability to compare it with a signature on a paper 
absentee ballot done in pen. 

I find it difficult to believe that signature accuracy is a priority of the state. This is evidenced by the response from 
Chris Harvey at the Secretary of State and Joe Gray at the Governor’s office to my query about what led to Clover 
Mini pads: “Do a records request.” Is the SOS aware of the difficulty with the Clover pads at DDS? Would you like to 
see my video documentation? “I can’t verify your claim is accurate”.  

I sent a letter to both the Governor and Secretary of State asking how the Clover Mini pads were selected, who 
makes the stylus, and how many Georgia voters have been affect by absentee ballot application signature 
challenges. I was directed to inquire with public records, and I still have not received a response to my letter. 

For Georgia to deny anyone’s right to vote after untrained poll workers, under no objective criteria, compare their 
absentee ballot signature to a signature executed through a stylus or a finger on a terminal pad, is completely 
unacceptable. And that does not nearly cover the range of issues I experienced trying to vote, in good faith, as a 
Georgia citizen. 

 Giorgio Litt, a concerned Georgia voter 



Exhibit B, June 17: The Secretary of State’s My Voter Page still shows a challenged vote, irrespective of what the 
county could tell me on the phone. I do not actually know whether my vote counted or not. The only resources I 
have—Dekalb County and the Secretary of State—are in conflict. 

 

Exhibit B. My Voter Page ballot status, on June 17, as challenged due to invalid signature.
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From: Leigh Taylor <ltharmer@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, June 18, 2020 10:21 AM
To: Governmental Affairs
Subject: Regarding the Primary

Hello,  
 
My name is Leigh Harmer and I am a resident of Fulton County in Atlanta, GA. I just wanted to express how 
disappointed and angry I was at how the Primary election on Tuesday, June 9th, 2020 was conducted.  
 
The wait times were long; most people can't take off work for seven hours. Not to mention the machines were 
faulty, especially in areas that had a higher population of Black and low income Americans, suggesting that this 
was a deliberate attack to uphold the insidious white supremacists and capitalist opportunists (at the expense of 
American lives) in our government.  
 
I showed up to vote at 6:40am, twenty minutes before the polling place opened and was near the front. I did not 
leave the polling location until 9am. It should not take two hours to vote. And yet this was the shortest wait time 
I've heard.  
 
It is a disgusting display of power abuse and I am calling for voting to be more accessible. How come we can 
file taxes online, yet not vote? What harm comes from allowing everyone the ease to cast their ballot from home 
without missing work or waiting in long lines? What are you afraid of?  
 
Yours truly, seeking change, defunding of the police, and world peace,  
Leigh Harmer 
8017250654 
ltharmer@gmail.com 
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From: Wenjie Sun <wjsun87@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, June 18, 2020 10:37 AM
To: Governmental Affairs
Subject: Primary Voting Experience - Public Comment for Today’s Hearing (6/18/20)

Good morning, 
 
  
I am deeply disappointed in the blatant voter suppression in Georgia. I voted in person on June 9, 2020 for the Georgia 
primaries and waited for 4.5 hours to vote. I arrived at 9:00AMand did not complete voting until 1:32PM. 
  
When I arrived at Central Park Rec Center (400 Merritts Ave NE, Atlanta, GA 30308), the line was extended down the 
street and wrapped around the block. For the first 1.5 hours, the line did not move at all. Volunteers came around to 
provide snacks and water which was greatly appreciated. They informed that the voting machines were down and they 
were trying to get provisional ballots for people to complete. Shortly after 10:30AM, the line began to slowly move and 
we were informed some of the machines were working again. 
  
I continued waiting and it took until 1:00PM for me to get inside the center. Only 10 people were allowed inside at one 
time due to COVID-19 policy (or so we were informed). This rec center is a very large, open gym. The line with 10 people 
barely filled 10% of the space and we were all distanced by more than 6ft. It was a hot and sunny morning, and as I am 6 
months pregnant, it would've been nice if we could've spent more time lined up inside in the AC while social distanced 
and wearing masks. Some of the volunteers asked if more people could come inside, but one man who appeared to be 
in charge stated it was not allowed. 
  
The poll volunteers were extremely nice and apologetic about the wait and were working hard to get us through as fast 
as possible. There were only two machines working when I voted. I did not understand why these new machines printed 
out the ballots to be submitted. If this is the process, then people should've been able to fill out the ballots by hand to 
submit if the machines were down. 
  
While I was in line, some people had to leave to go to work. Some people drove up and saw the line and realized they 
would not be able to wait that long. Others who had children with them, left to get snacks and chairs to come back. I 
had a neighbor who arrived at 7:30am and did not vote until after 12:30pm. This does not feel like a democracy. It 
should not take 4-5 hours to vote in this country. People should not have to sacrifice their pay to call out of work to 
vote. I hope this will be appropriately addressed prior to the November election when turnout will be even higher. 
  
Thank you, 
  
Wenjie Sun 
Atlanta, GA 



1

Aziz, Molly

From: Clare Latham <clare@clarelatham.com>
Sent: Thursday, June 18, 2020 10:44 AM
To: Governmental Affairs
Subject: June 9 GA Primary

Dear Chairman Blackmon, Vice Chairman Jones, Secretary Williamson, Member Burnough, Member 
Collins, Member Fleming, Member Gravley, Member Gullett, Member Lumsden, Member Nguyen, 
Member Oliver, Member Powell, Member Shannon, Member Taylor, Member Trammell, Member 
Turner, Member Mary Frances Williams, and Member Rick Williams: 
 
I realize you are holding a hearing today at 3pm regarding the events that unfolded leading up to and 
on the day of the Georgia Primary Election of June 9, 2020. As a voting Georgia citizen, ashamed 
and disgusted by the omnishambles that became that election, I stand with my fellow citizens in 
demanding the following action: 
 

1.  The immediate firing or resignation of Brad Raffensperger, GA Secretary of State, for gross 
misconduct of office and blatant actions of voter suppression. It is corrupt, it is wrong, and he 
made every decision with care. This person has no place whatsoever inside our state 
government. 

2. Paper ballots, paper ballots, paper ballots. These can be mailed, or dropped to any number of 
appointed and secure sites all across the state. It is so very easy, it saves time, it creates jobs 
when the unemployment rate across the state is dangerously high (as of today, 11.9%, and it 
is only rising), and the voting citizens are demanding an equitable voting process. It is easy to 
do safely, ensuring health guidelines to prevent the spread of COVID-19. Every single voting 
machine Georgia has ever had has been faulty mechanically and/or easily hacked. You need 
only ask Brian Kemp why he deleted hard drive data on voting machines that was (and is still) 
undergoing litigation (via AP News). 

 
Georgians are sick of the corruption in this state. We work too hard for an almost criminally low 
minimum wage; certain groups of us are demonised and murdered by the forces meant to protect us, 
or die disproportionately in childbirth; we pay too much money in pointless tolls on dilapidated 
highways--I could really, really go on. We deserve better than what we have. You are responsible for 
changing that. Right now, we just want fair elections, and we are demanding that change.  
 
Thank you. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Clare Latham 
+1 404-558-6875 
clare@clarelatham.com 
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From: Debbie <buckner604@aol.com>
Sent: Thursday, June 18, 2020 10:46 AM
To: Governmental Affairs
Subject: Fwd: Election notes
Attachments: Concerns from the June 9  election.docx

From: Debbie <buckner604@aol.com> 
Sent: Thursday, June 18, 2020 10:27:33 AM 
To: Blackmon, Shaw <Shaw.Blackmon@house.ga.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: Election notes  
  
Representative Blackmon,  
I think these are very practical observations that were a result of a combination of factors.  
After hearing about these issues I would like to recommend that poll managers be allowed to set up the day 
before Election Day and have the ability to do a test of the equipment to be sure all is adequately charged, 
connected, and working properly. 
Thank you for your fair assessment of this most important issue. 
Debbie Buckner 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: Vicki Breazeale <vicki.breazeale@yahoo.com> 
Date: June 17, 2020 at 1:04:46 AM EDT 
To: Debbie <buckner604@aol.com> 
Subject: Election notes 
 



Concerns from the June 9 election: 

I have worked at the polls for about 30 years. I have been a clerk, manager and consolidation clerk.  I realize this 

election was difficult because of the situation with Covid-19, but we really needed more instruction on the machines 

and a troubleshooting guide.  

Monday: 

 Equipment was delivered on Monday before the election; however, no instructions were included on which 

equipment could be checked before Tuesday.  In past elections, we were to open the express polls (the 

equipment that has the voter information) to verify that we had the correct information for our precinct. I 

opened the Poll Pad to verify the information and the poll pads were not charged. One of the pads was requiring 

a username and password, I only had a password. 

Tuesday: 

Issues with ICX-BMD (Voting Machine): 

 Setting up the ICX-BMD: The information provided in the book of instructions gave these procedures for setting 

up the ICX-BMD (Voting machine). The UPS must be set Operational Mode Inverter. To set the unit for normal 

operation, press and hold the Power Button for five seconds. The unit will beep once and will briefly display 

Operation Mode Inverted. The “Output” voltage should show 110 VAC.  

o We tried to follow these procedures, the unit would show the message 110 VAC; however, it would shut 

down. After several attempts of trying to open the machine, we called the office and was told there was 

another button that needed to be pushed. Once we did that, the machine worked. 

 One of the machines ran out of paper and we loaded paper. We received a message about the USB not being 

connected and we could not use the voting machine.  I did call and left a message for someone to call me back.  

After attempting to solve the situation ourselves, we were finally able to get the machine to work by turning off 

the voting machine, turning it back on and entering the password.  Two other machines ran out of paper and we 

had to enter a password on the voting machines.  Our understanding was if a machine ran out of paper, all we 

had to do was load it in the printer. 

 There were instructions on how to do a manual activation on the ICX-BMD. I’m not sure when this would be 

used.  

Supplemental List: 

 We had a supplemental list; however, the instructions in our procedure book did not give specific instructions on 

how the voter could vote.  The video on the Secretary of State website did have a section on supplemental 

voters.  It showed taking the voter to the voting machine and using a poll worker card to create a ballot.   

o The procedure manual we received did tell us that those people on the supplement list did not need to 

vote provisional. The instructions for procedures for a supplemental voter said a voter card is manually 

created for these voters and to follow the procedures in the Poll Pad Manual.  There were no 

instructions in the Poll Pad manual. 

Paper Work: 

 All the forms were sent to us in e-mail and most were the same.  I have done consolidation in the past and the 

paperwork is one of the things that is easy to get wrong.  Instructions on each one would have been helpful. 
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Aziz, Molly

From: shira <shiraberman@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, June 18, 2020 10:48 AM
To: Governmental Affairs
Subject: Disappointment in June 9 election

Hello, 
 
I’m a Fulton County resident. I applied for an absentee ballot well ahead of the election and never received one. 
The reports from polling places were extremely disturbing and serious action must take place to ensure 
smoother and more effective elections in the near future.  
 
Thank you 
Shira Berman 
--  
 
Shira Berman 
shiraberman@gmail.com  
404-797-9155 
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Aziz, Molly

From: Baoky Vu <baokyvu@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, June 18, 2020 11:17 AM
To: Governmental Affairs; Aziz, Molly
Subject: Elections Hearing: Revised DRAFT for Baoky Vu

Good afternoon Chairman Blackmon, and Distinguished Members of the Committee, 

  

First, thank you for affording me an opportunity to share my experience and thoughts with you.  I would like to give a 
special shout out to the Chairman, as he and I have had the pleasure of serving together on the State Board of the 
Technical College System.  They miss you there:)  In addition, I also would like to say hello to Rep. Fleming.  Of course, a 
special note of thanks to Representative Nguyen for soliciting my perspective on the recent primary election process. 

  

Below are some of my thoughts, based on my role as Vice-Chair of DeKalb County's Board of Elections.  In addition, I'd 
like to note that voting and elections can be over-discussed in our household, as my wife also serves on the State 
Elections Board and at one time had been Deputy General Counsel to then-Secretary of State Kemp. 

  

As you have heard in previous testimony from our fellow citizens, for many who exercised their right and sacred duty to 
vote last week in person (and those who voted in absentia), their efforts ran the gamut of experiences and emotions.  

  

To summarize, we essentially had 2 major elections wrapped into 1 primary round on the tail-end of a pandemic in the 
midst of a high-energy election cycle.  Based on the information many voters shared with me over the course of the past 
week, it basically boiled down to issues with the system, the process and the personnel component for each step of 
voting, from voter registration to absentee voting to early in-person voting and ending with day-of voting. 

  

I also would like to emphasize to you that Elections Departments have three masters: The Citizens, the County 
Government (who control our purse strings) and State Law/State Elections Board (who control our 
responsibilities and scope of work). 

  

To start, voting is a highly-regulated process governed by an overlapping set of laws (from the Federal Voting Rights Act 
(VRA) to the Uniformed & Overseas Citizens Absentee Voting Act (UOCAVA) to the National Voter Registration Act 
(NVRA).  We had a new system used widely statewide for the first time.  When the Presidential Preference Primary was 
pushed back from March and combined with the General Primary (pushed back from May), it created a chain of events 
that led to where we ended up into the wee hours last week.  As former Secretary of Defense Donald Rumsfeld famously 
said "...we don't know WHAT we don't know." 

  

  

System 
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Process 

  

  

Personnel 

  

  

                  Voter Registration   ===>   Absentee Balloting  ===>  EarlyPerson   ====>  Day-of Voting 

  

  

The system:  the incredibly high interest in absentee ballot requests in the County and throughout the state put a lot of 
pressure on the MVP (My Voter Page) platform at the SOS-level.  The updates on the MVP platform lagged.  There were 
also voters who had problems attempting to change addresses online with the Online Voter Registration System (OLVR). 

  

There were many voters who had not even received their absentee ballots even though they had submitted their requests 
much earlier.  Having a third-party out-of-state vendor certainly did not help in terms of mail delays.  I am sure this posed 
a problem for those who accessed P.O. Boxes or had rural addresses.  For the 150,000+ DeKalb voters who had asked 
for absentee ballots, given the delays, some never received return confirmations and were not even certain the ballots 
they cast had been received.    

   

The process: the changes in polling locations and the reductions in voting machines per location to practice social 
distancing.  Imagine our local location at Decatur Heights Community Church.  In past elections, we normally have 8-10 
machines.  For this primary, that was reduced to space out the equipment.  Many counties also experienced the usual 
problems with check-in systems, such as scanners, that slowed things down.  

  

The personnel:  Poll workers do not work year-round.  Thus, the high level of worker attrition from health concerns 
resulted in a meaningful loss of institutional knowledge.  In addition, the inability for face-to-face hands-on training was an 
impediment as well (training was conducted virtually).  Historically, it was always very important that we had experienced 
poll workers who worked from election to election since they provided expertise and stability.  When we have to hire new 
people, it adds additional time and financial pressures on the system. 

  

Voters who showed up on June 9th to vote in-person in case their absentee ballots had not been received were 
oftentimes sent home to find their absentee ballots, when that was not necessary.  

  

Rather than trying to merely make a statement, I would like for us to focus on making a difference. 
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What i can tell you is that the people who run elections departments don't wear a Republican or a Democratic hat when 
they put in 70, 80, 90 hours a week to ensure your right to vote.  Thus, given the shortcomings in certain parts of the state, 
the various stakeholders will be sitting down to work together to ensure that the outcome improves in November. 

  

Suggestions/Solutions (Not even addressing budgetary needs) 

  

1)  Streamlining absentee ballot requests? 

  

2)  Encourage early in-person voting? 

  

3)  "Pop-up" voting by sending teams through high-density for early voting weeks? 

  

4)  Increase hiring efforts among college students/younger demographics would help ease technology know-how 
among a low-risk health group 

  

5)  Increase # of locations for high-density areas?   

  

6)  Any way to let voters vote in multiple locations?  Informing them? 

  

7)  Consultants' Report:  VBM suggestions, voter registration suggestions? 

  

  

Baoky Vu 

Vice-Chair 

DeKalb County Board of Voter Registration and Elections 

(770) 656-5595 
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Aziz, Molly

From: Laura Walker <lauraw64@aol.com>
Sent: Thursday, June 18, 2020 11:46 AM
To: Governmental Affairs
Subject: Public Comment on June 9 Election

Hello,  
 
My name is Laura Walker and I'm a resident of Columbus, Georgia in Muscogee County. I voted by 
absentee ballot but I'm part of a group that provided support for voters waiting in lines in our county. 
We had two precincts (Canaan Baptist Church and Holsey Monumental Church) that had lines of 50 
to 100+ people for a majority of the voting day, for several reasons. The precincts were changed from 
school locations but the new voter cards had both precinct names on them. Voters went to one 
location and were told to go to the other - that caused a lot of confusion. Reports from both of those 
precincts and about 5 others indicated that the machines were not working properly and there were 
not enough trained poll workers or voter machine technicians to fix the problems - all resulting in 
longer lines. There were not enough paper "emergency" ballots at polling locations. We ended the 
day STILL at Canaan Baptist Church with 82 people in line when the poll closed at 9 pm.  
 
We MUST ensure adequate time and funding for poll worker training, and we MUST ensure that we 
have enough voting machines to serve the needs of our larger precincts. GEORGIANS HAVE LOST 
FAITH IN THEIR VOTING PROCESS. I demand that the Governor, the Secretary of State, and the 
State Election Board fix these problems and restore competency and order to our most fundamental 
voting rights. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Laura Walker 
706-536-8878 
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Aziz, Molly

From: Rebecca Harris <rharris093@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, June 18, 2020 11:25 AM
To: Governmental Affairs
Subject: Comments on the June 9 Primary for the Governmental Affairs Committee

Hello, 
 
I am Rebecca Harris, a resident of Smyrna, GA. I voted by absentee ballot in the June 9 election. My experience 
was confusing and may have cost me my vote. Below, I summarize my experience, and then I outline changes 
that need to be made to address the issues I saw.  
 
I first emailed my absentee ballot application in late April, asking that it be delivered to where I was staying in 
Macon, GA. The application was approved, but the ballot never arrived.  
 
I emailed Cobb County Board of Elections two weeks before the primary, and they said if I didn’t receive my 
ballot by the end of the week, I should email them an affidavit saying I never received my ballot and ask for a 
new one. I checked mail where I was staying in Macon, drove up to Smyrna and checked my own mail, and saw 
there was no ballot. So I sent in an affidavit. 
 
I want to point out that I was following my ballot’s progress on My Georgia Voter. However, my status 
remained “Ballot approved,” without any news of it being mailed. It wasn’t until I emailed the Board of 
Elections that I learned there was a problem with my ballot and I needed to take an extra step. 
 
I finally received a ballot after I sent the affidavit. However, that ballot wasn’t sent to the Macon address I 
requested, but to my home address. What if I had been unable to get back to Smyrna?  
 
I also received another letter within two days of the election saying my ballot had been cancelled two weeks 
prior because it was undeliverable. I had a ballot in hand, so I don’t know if this ballot would count or if it was 
cancelled. I still voted with it, but, even after checking the My Georgia Voter page, I still don’t know if it 
counted.  
 
Based on my experience, here are things I’m demanding: 
(1) Applications sent via email must be fulfilled just like applications sent via mail. Georgians who send in 
applications via email can’t be denied the vote because of institutional or technological breakdown.  
(2) If there are big issues affecting elections, such as applications sent in via email not getting fulfilled, the state 
needs to broadcast that message loudly and early and tell citizens what they need to do to get their ballot. 
(3) Election officials need to read the applications and make sure they’re going to the correct address.  
(4) Election officials must make sure mail is delivered promptly so voters can make the right choices. 
(5) The My Georgia Voter page needs to have updated absentee ballot statuses. If my ballot was cancelled on 
May 25, I should know it on May 25 via the website, not on June 7 via a letter.  
 
I wish you all the best as you try to untangle the mess of Georgia’s elections, and I hope you act quickly so that 
we don’t see these same issues in November. Free and fair elections are key to democracy. 
 
Sincerely,  
Rebecca 
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Aziz, Molly

From: Toyia Tucker <ttucker.ga@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, June 18, 2020 12:10 PM
To: Governmental Affairs
Subject: Election Day Voting Issues

 
My name is Toyia Tucker, and I'm a resident of Columbus, Georgia in Muscogee County. I voted during “Early Voting” but I'm part of a 
group that provided support for voters waiting in lines in our county. We had two precincts (Canaan Baptist Church and Holsey 
Monumental Church) that had lines of 50 to 100+ people for a majority of the voting day, for several reasons. The precincts were 
changed from school locations but the new voter cards had both precinct names on them. Voters went to one location and were told to 
go to the other - that caused a lot of confusion. Reports from both of those precincts and about 5 others indicated that the machines 
were not working properly and there were not enough trained poll workers or voter machine technicians to fix the problems - all 
resulting in longer lines. There were not enough paper "emergency" ballots at polling locations. We ended the day STILL at Canaan 
Baptist Church with 82 people in line when the poll closed at 9 pm.  
  
We MUST ensure adequate time and funding for poll worker training, and we MUST ensure that we have enough voting machines to 
serve the needs of our larger precincts. GEORGIANS HAVE LOST FAITH IN THEIR VOTING PROCESS. I demand that the Governor, 
the Secretary of State, and the State Election Board fix these problems and restore competency and order to our most fundamental 
voting rights. 
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Aziz, Molly

From: Timothy Williams <twilliams@civicspark.lgc.org>
Sent: Thursday, June 18, 2020 12:47 PM
To: Governmental Affairs
Subject: Free and fair elections 

Hello, 
 
The elections this primary were despicable and clear voter suppression. Mail-in ballot applications need to be sent to 
EVERY voter in Georgia, and more machines need to be available in minority communities. Waiting up to 8 hours to vote 
is NOT. DEMOCRACY. 
 
Thank you, 
Tim 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
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Aziz, Molly

From: Katie Councill <katie.councill@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, June 18, 2020 1:10 PM
To: Governmental Affairs
Subject: Negative voting experience

Hello, 
 
I'm writing to let you know about my experience voting in the June primary.  I 
requested an absentee ballot on 4/06/20 via email. As it got into May I started to worry 
about receiving my ballot. Despite multiple calls and emails to the Fulton Co. BOE, I 
never received an email reply or call back about the reason for the delay. My Voter Page 
on the MVP website was not updated at all about the receipt or status of my application 
until the end of May.  
 
I did finally receive my ballot on June 1st and was able to return it via dropbox. Had I 
not received my ballot and had to vote in person I would have wasted even more time 
driving around as I didn't receive the notice about my  election day polling place change 
until my mail was delivered at 4pm ON ELECTION DAY.   
 
I had multiple friends who waited over two hours at the Roswell library to vote. Some 
for early voting and some for election day voting.  This is also unacceptable.  
 
Please do better.  Voting should not be this difficult!  Our votes are important and it 
should be a reliable process that is respectful of the voters' time. 
 
Thank you, 
Katie Councill 
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Aziz, Molly

From: Roger Lawton <rslawton@bellsouth.net>
Sent: Thursday, June 18, 2020 1:37 PM
To: Governmental Affairs
Subject: 2020 primary voting experience 

The bad: 
Absentee ballot requested by email on 4/8 was apparently never issued even though I finally received an email on 5/29 
to expect it to arrive by mail sometime in the next few days. For comparisons sake, husband & 18 yo child both 
requested ballots after I did. Husband, who had requested his by USPS, received his absentee ballot by 5/20. 18 yo 
requested his by email on the same day as my husband & received his ballot on 5/29. 
 
The good: 
 
My regular polling location, the Alpharetta Library,  is also an early voting location for Fulton County, so everything there 
ran very smoothly. When I checked in on Primary Day, I found out for sure that my absentee ballot had never been 
issued. I was able to go right to a machine & cast my ballot. In and out in less than 15 minutes  
 
Sent from my iPhone 
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Aziz, Molly

From: Misty Bentz <mcbentz@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, June 18, 2020 1:52 PM
To: Governmental Affairs
Subject: voting experience comment

Hello, 
 
I requested an absentee ballot four times for the primary election and never received it.  The first request was 
emailed on January 31 -- it was never processed.  The second request was emailed on May 1 -- it was also never 
processed.  I spoke with someone on the phone at the Fulton County Board of Elections and she suggested that I 
mail the request as a backup to the emailed version -- I did so on May 7 and it was also never processed. 
 
After seeing the reports that the backlog of requests had been cleared over the Memorial Day weekend, and 
seeing that none of my requests had been processed, I emailed my request AGAIN on May 28.  That request 
was processed and my ballot was supposedly sent out on June 1.  It never arrived in the mail, not before the 
election and not after. 
 
I waited until the last minute to go vote in person, expecting my ballot to arrive in the mail.  Only about half of 
the voters at my polling location were wearing masks and the machines were not spaced 6 feet apart.  I stood 
next to an unmasked woman to cast my ballot in the middle of a pandemic that has already claimed more than 
100,000 lives in this country.  I should have received an absentee ballot, but instead I had to risk my life and the 
lives of my family just to vote in this election. 
 
Misty Bentz 
Sandy Springs, GA 
Fulton County 
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Aziz, Molly

From: Lin Hetherington <hetheringtonlin@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, June 18, 2020 4:12 PM
To: Governmental Affairs
Subject: Voting is a RIGHT!

 I never got my absentee ballot...so I early voted at alpharetta library...I was 12th in line when it opened 30 
minutes late...and stood in line for 2 1/2 hours before I could vote.  
12 people = 2 1/2 
 Can’t image the how others had to stand in line for over 9 hours only to be turned away!!!  
Inexcusable! 👎 
--  
 *Treat the Earth Well* 
  
*It was not given to you 
by your parents. 
It was loaned to you 
by your children. 
- Kenyan proverb -* 
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Aziz, Molly

From: Venita Epps <epps5900@comcast.net>
Sent: Thursday, June 18, 2020 4:50 PM
To: Governmental Affairs
Subject: Venita Epps: Governmental Affairs Committee- Elections Investigative Hearing- 06.18.20
Attachments: FULTON COUNTY TASK FORCE REVIEW FROM JUNE 9 2020.pdf

God Afternoon Ms. Aziz,  
 
Thank you so much for the opportunity to voice my ideas.  I have attached my notes as delivered 
during the meeting today.  
Please let me know if I can be of future assistance in the endeavor to identify best practices for Fulton 
County Registration and Elections.  
 
 
Regards,  

Venita L. Epps 
(cell)404-210-7859 
epps5900@comcast.net 

 



 FULTON COUNTY TASK FORCE REVIEW FROM JUNE 9, 2020 

Introduction: Venita Epps, I have been a poll manager in Fulton County for fifteen 

years, and I have served at the same polling location, SC11, for twenty years. 

This election was UNIQUE, and different from any other that I have experienced. 

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the Secretary of State’s Office issued statewide 

Absentee Voter Applications. As a result, issues with absentee voting processing 

continue to be at the forefront of Fulton County problems.  

The pandemic also created unique staffing and logistical challenges. My team lost 

several poll workers due to concerns about pre-existing health issues, and a desire 

to remain safe and shelter-in-place. Libraries, schools, and senior living facilities 

closed due to the state mandated quarantine, and Fulton County lost many polling 

locations. 

This was also Fulton County’s first completed election using the new Dominion 

Voting equipment. I was working at an early voting site for the PPP when voting 

abruptly ended after March 14, 2020. We did not get a chance to complete the 

election at that time.  

Due to my opportunity to serve during the PPP in March, we experienced minimal 

issues during Election Day on June 9
th

 at SC11 A&B in South Fulton County. 

Advance training and trial and error with the new equipment proved to be 

extremely beneficial. 

I have been asked to identify the best practices that attributed to our overall 

success. I will share my experience in terms of Facilities, Equipment, Personnel, 

Logistics, and Communication.  

FACILITIES: Election precinct SC11 A&B is located in a community center 

within a COSF park. I made contact with the Parks and Recreation Manager a 

week prior to the election to set a time on Monday for set-up, and secure contact 

information for the person who would open the facility on Tuesday, June 9th no 

later than 5:30 AM. Establishing contact with the facility manager is critical to 

ensure that you can gain entry to the polling location on Election morning. 



EQUIPMENT: The EDT [Election Day Technician] helped me determine that each 

BMD cabinet was connected on a separate electrical circuit. The equipment was 

previously delivered, but they were not connected.  We changed the logistics to 

comply with the electrical requirements of the new Dominion voting equipment. It 

is critical to scrutinize electrical placement to avoid any equipment mal-functions.  

10 BMD 1 Emer Booth 3 Poll Pads 1 Scanner 5 Reams 2500 sheets  

SUPPLIES: Managers pick up supplies on Sunday from the South Annex, and 

review the contents of those Bags on Sunday evening to identify any missing 

items. I followed up with a call to the Election Preparation Warehouse early on 

Monday, the day before the election, to request delivery of the missing items 

during setup with the team at our polling location. 

The Elections Warehouse provides a detailed list of all supplies.  It is imperative to 

check off each supply. For example, determining adequate REAMS OF PAPER for 

the BMD printers, as well as monitoring paper in the printers is a critical new task 

in the overall procedure that must be accomplished in advance; simple but critical. 

The Ballot Marking Devices and the Scanner worked well. We understood the 

connectivity of each unit within the Cabinets, and we knew how to set up and open 

the polls on the Poll Pad.  We did encounter a problem with one printer that failed 

to completely print two different voter ballots. When that happened, those ballots 

were surrendered to me and voided.  Each voter was given a new voter access card 

to create and print a ballot on another BMD unit. I submitted the voided ballots 

with paperwork at check-in. Document all ballots; critical to the audit process. 

PERSONNEL: TEAM BUILDING IS ESSENTIAL. Five permanent poll workers 

including myself, two assistant managers, and two clerks [who were also 

designated as runners] were assigned to my team. We completed video assessment 

and Face-to-Face training during the month of February.  Due to the cancellation 

of the PPP on March 24
th
, and the postponement of the General Primary on May 

19th, additional video training assessments were required before working on June 

9, 2020. Three extra staff workers from Fulton County showed up who were 

assigned to our polling location. I was not notified beforehand, and I did not know 

what level of training they had received. Therefore, I assigned one to the line 

monitor/greeter position, one as an exit monitor to collect cards and stylus pens 



and hand out stickers, and one as a sanitizing agent to frequently cleanse the 

equipment and the used styluses with wipes and alcohol. These three worked 

interchangeably in the customer service oriented positions. The trained permanent 

team members were in positions to operate the poll pads, instruct voters on proper 

procedures at the BMD, and remind voters to review their printed ballots at the 

Scanner station.  I believe that each of these positions is critical to the team. 

LOGISTICS: The layout and flow of the precinct room at SC11 was created to 

allow for social distancing and adhere to spacing requirements between the BMD 

electrical connections. We set up the entrance and exit to allow for a reasonable 

flow from the POLE PADS, to the Ballot Marking Device Cabinets, to the exit 

door where the SCANNER was located within the ADA station cabinet. 

COMMUNICATION DURING PROVISIONAL EXTENDED HOURS VOTING 

None of the permanent team members had an issue with the court ordered EH 

[Extended Hours] time ordinance. Our last voter voted at 9:05 pm, and we all 

stayed until 10:00 pm to close out, complete paperwork, and cleanup the facility.  I 

received confusing communication about the modified procedures for processing 

voter ballots after 7:00 PM. After receiving several phone calls, it was agreed that 

we would process the voters through the Pole Pad, issue a voter access card, have 

the voter print their ballot, and seal the ballot in a provisional envelope before 

putting it in the designated Provisional bag or envelope. We followed that protocol.   

Approx. 7% of active SC11voters voted in person. We turned in an extremely high 

number of Absentee Ballots and Affidavits.  Some voters told me that they never 

received ballots which they requested by ABA. Other voters decided to void their 

paper ballots to vote in person.  They did not want to turn them in at ballot boxes.  

Some voters voiced concern about receiving the ballot too late to submit by mail.  

In order to open more polling locations, we must have trained poll workers to 

manage and work in the additional locations. The number of registered voters 

within a region and within a specific geographical area determines the location of a 

polling precinct. I believe that the effort should be to have polling places within 

close proximity to the voters and equally distributed without regard to partisanship. 

In conclusion, I believe that the following practices will provide positive solutions: 



Look for polling locations that have the logistical requirements for the new 

equipment.  Give voters ample time to receive notifications when their polling 

place changes. It is a real disadvantage to the voter to arrive at a polling location 

and find it closed or find out that the precinct has moved to a different location. 

Recruit new poll workers who can be adequately TRAINED on the equipment and 

the procedures. Request help from outside resources to recruit and train staff who 

are committed to excellence and have a passion to serve. 

Set up lines of communication [i.e. emergency broadcasts, text messages, Calling 

Posts] to disseminate time critical information to prevent conflicting messages.  

Update the email application process in the Registration office. The forms were 

submitted in various image formats.  The current equipment was unable to print the 

forms, and the system in place could not keep up with processing the flow of 

incoming emails. This process failed. There is an application for converting 

various image formats to Adobe .pdf that could work well with printing the 

incoming forms.   

Purchase high speed scanners that work with the Dominion system. As we move to 

“Secure the Vote” by mail and paper ballots, the current scanners are inadequate 

for the increased productivity. Provide new equipment and train personnel to use it. 

Seek remedy from the Secretary of State’s Office. The SOS office sent out ABAs 

with email addresses listed for voters to submit ballot applications, and have them 

processed by a third party. Therefore it is their responsibility to provide resources 

for equipment and personnel to accomplish that task. Create an on-line portal for 

submitting ABA’s on the Secretary of State’s My Voter page website.  

If at all practical, these solutions need to be implemented before mass ABA’s are 

sent out again to active voters for the next elections in August and November 2020. 

Thank you for the opportunity to share my ideas about improving the election 

process in Fulton County Georgia. 

Venita L. Epps, Fulton County Elections poll manager 

venita.epps@fultoncountyga.gov 

Personal cell no: 404-210-7859 

Personal email: epps5900@comcast.net 
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Aziz, Molly

From: Cindy Battles <CBattles@commoncause.org>
Sent: Thursday, June 18, 2020 7:09 PM
To: Governmental Affairs
Subject: Fw: Chatham County Call for Investigation & Recommendations
Attachments: Absentee balllot Processing Testimony Savannah.docx; Absentee balllot Processing 

Testimony Savannah.pdf; Poll Day Testimony Savannah.pdf; Poll Day Testimony 
Savannah.docx; Screenshot_20200618-112630_65585161714278.png

 
 
Cindy Battles 
She/Her/Hers 
Program Coordinator 
cbattles@commoncause.org 
O: (404)524-4598 
C: (678)923-8071 
250 Georgia Ave SE # 202, Atlanta, GA 30312 
Commoncause.org | Facebook/CommonCauseGA | @CommonCauseGA 
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From: Carry Smith <magnitudeconsulting@gmail.com> 
Sent: Thursday, June 18, 2020 2:27 PM 
To: bob@trammellfirm.com <bob@trammellfirm.com> 
Subject: Chatham County Call for Investigation & Recommendations  
  
Representative Trammel:  
 
Enclosed you will find 5 documents consisting of personnel testimonies of the 2020 observed during the 2020 
Primary Elections by Birghtwell and my person.  
 
Thank you for your consideration and please see personal testimonies attached from former Chatham County-
Board of Election Member, Miss Tia Brightwell & my person. 
 
If you have any questions, please contact me at (912) 433-4077 or magnitudeconsulting@gmail.com. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
--  
 
Carry Smith 
Independent Consultant 
Magnitude Consulting 
magnitudeconsulting@gmail.com 
(423) 619-7712 





Testimony to Primary Elections Investigative Hearing in support of solutions to improve projected 
needs for November 2020 Election.   

Submitted by: Carry J. Smith, 1305 Barnard St. #58, Savannah, GA 31401  

Dear Rep. Bob Trammell et al. and Members of Governmental Affairs Committee:  

By way of introduction I am Carry J. Smith, ABD. I am a Ph.D. Student at Clark Atlanta University. I am 
writing my Dissertation of Section 2 of the Voting Rights Act. I moved back to Savannah, Georgia in 2017.  

June 1, 2020 through June 17, 2020 I worked as a member of the Chatham County- Board of Elections 
(BOE) Absentee Processing Team. Upon my personal observation of infractions, incidents, irregularities 
and following Federal, State and local laws, it is my belief Chatham County Board of Elections Supervisor 
knowingly and willingly violated Georgia State Rule 183-1-14-0.7-.15, and Civil Rights Act of 1964 and 
the Fourteenth Amendment in the administration and processing of Absentee Ballots during June 1, 
2020 to June 17, 2020.  

Two Semi-Permanent workers were hired by the Voter Registration and BOE as promoted by BOE-
Supervisor. June 1, 2020 to Sunday, June 14, 2020 an equal number of personnel were racially diverse, 
religious, and party affiliations were represented on Absentee Processing Team. During week, Two Semi-
Permanent workers were further promoted by BOE-Supervisor. Additional, team was brought in to Scan 
Absentee Ballots for the Chatham County-Board of Elections (BOE) Absentee Processing Team. The 
“Scanning Team” consists of 7 white-republican women of which three (3) are family members, two (2) 
blood-related sisters, and one mother-in-law of one of the sisters, and of which five (5) of the 7 are 
members of the same church and/or know one-another personally before June 1, 2020. During the 
second week, the staff was segregated between a “scanning” team and “ballot opening” team. The 
Ballot Opening Team was predominately half Black Women Personnel and White Women Personnel.  

On Friday, June 12, 2020, the Ballot Opening Team was moved to the BOE-Training Room where no 
convenient bathroom was present. I promoted myself as the only Democrat on the Scanning Team, 
whereas, no black or brown and/or democrats were otherwise on the team from June 12, 2020 to 
Sunday, June 14, 2020. During this time, the Scanning Team were allowed by the Supervisor to make 
recommendations to who from the Ballot Opening Team would be promoted to the Scanning Team. 
Upon recommendation, personnel were eliminated for “being loud” and/or “bad with paperwork on 
Batch Reconciliation sheets.” In personal observation, black women on the Ballot Opening Team were 
told not to talk, use phones, and/or use refreshments, while the Scanning Team did all three near 
Absentee Ballot Scanning Equipment.  

On June 1, 2020, Absentee Processing Team were told they would be trained on both teams and would 
share equal duties for the remainder of Absentee Ballot Processing.  

On Saturday, June 13, 2020, I personally witnessed a list recommended for elimination of Personnel not 
be promoted for Scanning Team of which was all entirely Black Women. On lunch, my person contacted 
a Democratic Representative of BOE-Board. The Democratic Representative came to address the issue of 
Two Semi-Permanent workers segregating and eliminating Ballot Opening Team. The BOE-Member 
spoke with the Scanning team but did not provide discussion with the Ballot Opening Team. BOE-
Member continued to take pictures on social media proving said presence which can be viewed on 
Facebook Profile Page on Saturday, June 13, 2020 at roughly 3:00PM.  



I was constantly asked to mediate between the two teams, whereas as even as a diabetic I was asked to 
not eat on the floor, while the Two Semi-Permanent workers continued to eat on the floor with the 
entire Scanning Team.  

Infractions, incidents, irregularities continued as the Two Semi-Permanent workers were promoted in 
supervisory roles of both teams by Supervisor, when Assistant Supervisor was advised to leave by 
Supervisor from 3:00pm to 5:00pm. Republican-BOE Member was called by my person, whereas 
Supervisor was present at 4:00pm advising on Ballot Team to leave and would be called if necessary as 
prompted by recommendations made by Two Semi-Permanent workers, and Scanning Team, absent of 
my person.  

I trained all the ballot Opening Team on the Scanning of Ballots before Personnel Dismissed at 5:00pm. 
After, Ballot Opening Team dismissed, my person questioned Supervisor on interpretation of the said 
promotions and eliminations of need for additional scanning personnel to finish process, and lack of 
diverse representations, Superior replied, “I have an election to run. I am not going to worry about that 
today.” I observed a majority Ballot Opening Team, mostly Black very upset.  

Socially, the Scanning Team, absent of my person went to lunch and shared stories of voters needing to 
require voters to take a test to vote Absentee, and whereas I replied in one particular instance, “that 
would be considered a Literacy Test under the Voting Rights Act, and is illegal.’ And which they replied, 
“that’s crazy,’ as they proceeded to discuss poll taxes in causal conversation.  

Sunday, June 14, 2020, I walked into a segregated staff. The ballot team consist of half black and white 
segregated except for a Republican BOE-member working with Black personnel. I was asked upon arrival 
to work in the back of the warehouse to which I personally moved a table to the front of the warehouse 
near the Scanning Equipment.  

Monday, June 15, 2020, I was the only known democrat on the Scanning Team, and whereas no black 
personnel present the entire day. I addressed the issues of nepotism with Supervisor who advised if not 
witnessed, behavior did not happen. Supervisor was unaware and again replied, “will take into 
consideration in the future.” 

Tuesday, June 16, 2020, one black personnel was called by Assistant Superior. Scanning Team absent of 
my person addressed issue and asked to send black personnel member home. Upon arrival at 9:00am 
personnel member was asked to come work with me, and I advised that she could speak for herself. I 
also spoke up about the issue of marginalization to a majority white republican representation. I also 
asked the team what the root issue is causing such marginalization. Again, addressed issues of nepotism 
and cronyism with the Supervisor and Board and no immediate action was taken. The Majority 
Republican scanning team appointed three additional members, which were two white women 
republican women and one black republican woman. Members all left at promptly 5:00pm. Supervisor 
also considered the Two Semi-Permanent workers full elections staff with the ability to work as Full 
Capacity of regular Elections BOE Staff.  

Wednesday, the same members present left at 2:00pm. However, two family members were asked to 
come in by Supervisor to finish scanning and duplicating ballots, while I chose to leave no longer able to 
condone the behavior in the BOE.  



Also, observed violations Georgia State Rule 183-1-14-0.7-.15, whereas multiple diverse personnel of 
different party affiliations to adequately adjudicate Absentee Ballots.  

I observed several black women marginalized and treated unfairly as second-class citizens. While one 
group of women were able to experience the full extent of their rights, one group was marginalized 
entirely at their expense. When anyone spoke up or addressed concerns, personnel were told the 
individual was having emotional outbursts and/or dismissed as the Supervisor has quote, “an election to 
run.” 

Upon personal observations and hearing community solutions, these are our following 
recommendations: 

1. Supervisor and staff must be internally evaluated and asked to attend cultural competence 
training by the STATE-Board of Elections and in alignment with Georgia State Rule 183-1-14-
0.7-.15, and Civil Rights Act of 1964 and the Fourteenth Amendment. 

2. An equal representation of personnel must follow and represent Absentee Processing Staff in 
the August 2020 Run-off Primary and in alignment with Georgia State Rule 183-1-14-0.7-.15, 
and Civil Rights Act of 1964 and the Fourteenth Amendment. 

3. An internal audit should accompany evaluations of immediate STATE-Board of Elections 
oversight upon recommendations of both Republican and Democratic leaders, and in 
alignment with Georgia State Rule 183-1-14-0.7-.15, and Civil Rights Act of 1964 and the 
Fourteenth Amendment. 

4. Supervisor must adhere all staff are trained and up-to-date on all federal, state and local 
employment and civil rights laws, and in alignment with Georgia State Rule 183-1-14-0.7-.15, 
and Civil Rights Act of 1964 and the Fourteenth Amendment. 

5. Regular Elections Board or Voter Registration Staff must always be present with the Absentee 
Processing Staff. 

6. Scanners must actually be down when reported to media. 

I urge you to support and learn the true issues associated with all concerns addressed by Absentee 
Processing Team staff throughout the State of Georgia.  

Thank you for your consideration.  

Sincerely,  

Carry J. Smith  

  



Testimony to Primary Elections Investigative Hearing in support of solutions to improve projected 
needs for November 2020 Election.   

Submitted by: Carry J. Smith, 1305 Barnard St. #58, Savannah, GA 31401  

Dear Rep. Rhonda Burrough, Rep. J, Collins, Rep, Barry Fleming et al. and Members of Governmental 
Affairs Committee:  

By way of introduction I am Carry J. Smith, ABD. I am a Ph.D. Student at Clark Atlanta University. I am 
writing my Dissertation of Section 2 of the Voting Rights Act. I moved back to Savannah, Georgia in 2017.  

Since the 2018 Georgia General Election Run-off, I have served in the capacity as a Poll Manager for the 
Chatham County Board of Elections (BOE). For the last four (4) elections cycles, in Precinct, 8-09c, Moses 
Jackson Golden Age Center at 1410 B. Richard Street, Savannah, Georgia.  

Poll Managers were required to attend three trainings for the June 9th Election. I was required to attend 
two thorough Poll Manager trainings prior to the 2020 Presidential Choice Primary Election.  I attended 
another third required training May 29th at the Southwest Library, which the BOE Trainer discussed 
special considerations for (1) the use of Personal Protections Equipment, (2) Preparedness for 
Cancellation of Absentee Ballots, (3) Proper Use of Emergency Ballots Vs. Provisional Ballots, (4) 
Absentee Ballot Submission at the BOE Headquarters at 1117 Eisenhower Dr., Savannah, GA 31419, and 
(5) Use of new Ballot machines, printers, Tablets, Voter Cards, PPEs, and Ballot Submission to Scanners. 
Etc. I was required to attend the 4-hour training & was thorough. The Three Trainings did not cover set-
up or breakdown of ballot machines, printers, and tablets, etc.  

On June 8, 2020 I worked as an Absentee Ballot Worker Personnel from 9:00 am to 5:00 pm. Equipment 
for Moses Jackson, Precinct 8-09c was not ready for pick-up until 8:00pm on Junes 8, 2020. I called staff 
to confirm attendance at noon on June 8, 2020, upon receiving a final list of 8-09c staff given by BOE-
Secretary. I personally observed three Poll Managers waiting from 4:00pm to 7:00pm for their Precinct 
Poll Equipment. Previously, Poll Equipment was ready for pick-up the night before the election from 
4:00pm to 6:00pm. I was unable to reach Moses Jackson Golden Age Center for set-up on June 8, 2020 
at 8:00pm.  

I arrived at Moses Jackson Golden Age Center for set-up on June 8, 2020 at 6:15am. Two Assistant 
Managers, and one Clerk was present. We set-up two Poll Machines, which would not communicate 
with the printers, causing an “Error” to display on each Poll Machine. The Technician’s Number for 
troubleshooting was not provided in the Poll Manager’s Binder. During this time, Poll Manager & 
Assistant at Precinct 8-08c contacted me, and I was advised on set-up & functions.   

Polls opened at 8-09c at 7:00am. Emergency -Paper ballots were used from 7:00am to 10:00am. 
Assistant Manager & Manager (myself) were unable to reach BOE or BOE-Supervisor. I contacted Board 
of Elections to report issue of reaching Technicians (not provided in Binder), BOE or BOE-Supervisor. 
Board of Elections Representative was able to provide Technician’s number, and BOE-Supervisor 
responded quickly.  

I requested additional Emergency paper ballots, whereas, Assistant Managers traveled BOE to retrieve 
additional supply of Emergency-paper ballots until Technician arrived. Technician covered 10 total 
precincts. Technician had to bring additional three-pronged adapters, and cords. Total of two (2) outlets 



did not work. Community member present to voter gave Poll an additional surge protector for Tablets at 
front check-in.  

Officially, Poll machines at 8-09c were opened at 10:00am. Poll 8-09c did not turn any voters away or 
close during process of retrieving additional Emergency-paper ballots and Poll Machines officially 
opening Poll 8-09c.  

Poll 8-09c was open until 9:00pm on June 9, 2020. Closing commenced from 9:00pm to 10:00pm. I 
arrived back to headquarters to finish paperwork and distribute equipment for closing from 10:00pm to 
11:30pm.  

Upon personal observations and hearing community solutions, these are our following 
recommendations: 

1. Training to include set-up and take-down of all equipment. 
2. Training to include use of Emergency Ballots Vs. Proper training of Provisional Ballots, whereas 

many Poll Manager in Chatham County incorrectly made use of limited elections on Provisional 
Ballots, vs. full elections specific to precinct by party for “full elections.” 

3. Whereas many Poll Managers refused or failed to call Voter Registration office to cancel Ballots 
and issued Provisional Ballots in place of “canceling Absentee Ballots,” training should provide 
thorough training for Standards of Operating Procedure to properly cancel Absentee Ballots and 
issue Voter Cards.  

4. BOE needs to provide and recruit an additional 20 Technicians to work 3 to 4 Polls, in place of 20 
Technicians covering 10 Polling-Precincts for a total of 92 Precincts. Additional Back-up 
Technicians should provide additional personnel and recruit for Opening and Closing of Polls to 
provide needed technical assistance.  

5. Each Voter Precinct should be qualified by State BOE & County BOE for electrical outlets, heating 
& air-conditioning, and qualified to meet all standards necessary to operate effectively on 
election day elections. Qualifications should be shared with community and poll managers. 

6. Poll Managers & Technicians should set-up equipment 24 hours in advance.  
7. Poll Kits should include ample & additional three-pronged electrical-adapters and extension 

cords. 
8. Chatham County BOE & Voter Registration should have an additional specified hotline for Poll 

Managers & Staff specific for Election Day only for Elections Staff to contact proper chains of 
command for troubleshooting and equipment errors, and/or other emergencies.  

I urge you to support and learn the true issues associated with all concerns addressed by Elections’ Day 
staff throughout the State of Georgia.  

Thank you for your consideration.  

Sincerely,  

Carry J. Smith  
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Aziz, Molly

From: Anna Hobson Sato & Go Sato <gsocean@yahoo.com>
Sent: Friday, June 19, 2020 8:47 AM
To: Governmental Affairs
Subject: Bad Voting Experience

To Whom it may Concern: 
 
I'd like to add my name and experience to the list. I live in Fulton County and submitted my absentee ballot request on 
April 4th by email.  I know the date because I have the photo of the request in my sent email box.  The absentee ballot 
never arrived and was apparently never received because I as told my name was not on the county spreadsheet for 
absentee ballots. 
 
I, therefore was forced to vote in person.  At the time I searched for early voting locations, only 5 places were on the list so 
I chose to do so early, on June 4th at the Alpharetta library.  I learned afterwards that other closer locations had been 
added. The line was long and I waited about 2 hours. When I got to the front of the line, one of the two machines went 
down. Fortunately a tech had already been called in to try and service some of the other non-working equipment. I did get 
to vote shortly after that.  As I cast my vote on the touch screen I realized I had not been given a sanitized stylus and had 
been using my fingers.  Oh well, it was too late at that time to go back; I submitted my vote to the scanner and exited with 
a handful of sanitizer at the door. 
 
On June 9th, election day, after lunch time, a letter from Fulton county arrived by mail announcing my polling place.  The 
letter was dated May 22nd which means it took 15 days to travel from the Fulton county office to my house in Roswell. 
Something was amiss. 
 
Thank you for your consideration.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Anna Hobson-Sato 
 
260 Farm Trak 
Roswell, GA  30075 
706-346-0264 



1

Aziz, Molly

From: Bert Reeves <bert@bertreeves.com>
Sent: Friday, June 19, 2020 12:22 PM
To: Governmental Affairs
Subject: Fwd: voting irregularities

From: Bert Reeves <bert@bertreeves.com> 
Sent: Friday, June 19, 2020 12:20:44 PM 
To: Shaw Blackmon <shaw.blackmon@house.ga.gov>; holly@hollybsnow.com <holly@hollybsnow.com> 
Cc: Scot Turner <Scot.Turner@house.ga.gov>; Gullett, Joseph <Joseph.Gullett@house.ga.gov> 
Subject: voting irregularities  
  
Chairman Blackmon -   
 
I have a constituent, Holly Snow, who is copied on this email, who had the following experience: 
 
She and her 2 sons requested absentee ballots.  the ballots were received.  All three voted and returned their 
ballots. 
 
Yesterday, over a week after the election, they received letters in the mail notifying them that all three ballots 
had been rejected due to possible forged signature.   
 
The letter stated that they had until 5:00 PM, yesterday June 18, 2020, to resolve the issue to the elections 
board.  For Ms. Snow, she was able to resolve her ballot issue.  Her two sons were not.   
 
Several issues here.  One, the allegation of the forgery, which in this matter none were forged, is of 
concern.  But of much more significance, the notice regarding this was mailed at a time where it was too late for 
two of the three, and almost too late for all three, to actually resolve the issue. 
 
I am unsure of what can be done in this, but I do believe that this committee should be aware of the matter and 
if they seek to further inquire about, Ms. Snow is copied and will be more than willing to cooperate and provide 
the documentation she received regarding the ballots.  
 
Bert 
 
Bert Reeves 
Attorney at Law 
 
Smith, Schnatmeier, Dettmering & Reeves, LLP 
278 N. Marietta Parkway 
Marietta, GA 30060 
 
T (770) 421-8655 
F (770) 771-5499 
M (678) 464-4995 
 
Of Counsel - Freeman Mathis & Gary, LLP 
100 Galleria Pkwy #1600, Atlanta, GA 30339 
 
bert@bertreeves.com 

bertreeves@cobbcountyattorneys.com 
www.bertreeves.com  
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Aziz, Molly

From: Mari C <mari.thompson@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, June 22, 2020 4:10 PM
To: Governmental Affairs
Subject: Public Comments RE: Primary Elections Investigative Hearing

I believe it is important to make voting as easy as possible for all Georgians. This is especially crucial for the 
election in November during this pandemic.  
 
Every voter should receive a return postage paid mail in ballot. Also, extending the voting hours on election day 
may be helpful too. 
 
 It is Secretary of State's Brad Raffensperger job to ensure a smooth election day. Every polling place needs lots 
of voting machines, all of the equipment must be in working order and poll workers adequately trained. Excuses 
are intolerable. If he proves incapable of fulfilling his elected duties again, I will do everything I can to help 
vote him out. 
 
Thank you for reading my comments.  
 
Mari Cooper  
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Aziz, Molly

From: Gerard Armorer <gwarmorer@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, June 22, 2020 4:42 PM
To: Governmental Affairs
Subject: Fwd: Call for Investigation into DeKalb County 2020 Election due to gross mishandling 

of voters ballots.

FYI........ 
 
---------- Forwarded message --------- 
From: Ruth Stringer <stringerforsheriff@gmail.com> 
Date: Mon, Jun 22, 2020, 1:07 PM 
Subject: Fwd: Call for Investigation into DeKalb County 2020 Election due to gross mishandling of voters 
ballots. 
To: <gwarmorer@gmail.com> 
 

 

---------- Forwarded message --------- 
From: Ruth Stringer <rmstringer29@gmail.com> 
Date: Mon, Jun 22, 2020 at 1:00 PM 
Subject: Fwd: Call for Investigation into DeKalb County 2020 Election due to gross mishandling of voters 
ballots. 
To: stringerforsheriff@gmail.com <stringerforsheriff@gmail.com> 
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---------- Forwarded message --------- 
From: Ruth Stringer <rmstringer29@gmail.com> 
Date: Mon, Jun 22, 2020 at 12:54 PM 
Subject: Call for Investigation into DeKalb County 2020 Election due to gross mishandling of voters ballots. 
To: Ruth Stringer <rmstringer29@gmail.com> 
 

I  am Ruth Stringer, a candidate to fill the vacant seat for Sheriff in the Special and Primary elections held June 
9, 2020. Due to the delayed results on June 9, 2020 in the Dekalb County elections, I made it a point to become 
an observer at the Board of Elections from 6/10/2020- present day. My observations yielded a cause for alarm 
due to what played out in front of me and other observers as we monitored the progress of the vote count and 
subsequent lack of closure. I  am officially requesting that the Georgia Secretary of State Office launch an 
investigation into the following observed improprieties that could possibly tint the certified outcome of the June 
9, 2020 election results. 
 
First of all, I am alerting you to the possibility of election tampering  associated with the June 9, 2020 elections 
in Dekalb County as highlighted in communications sent directly to me describing in detail activities that 
immediately call into question the validity and accuracy of the entire process. As directed by the Dekalb County 
Voters registration and elections officials. Please read through my narrative and review all 
accompanying documentation as it calls into question any and all outcomes as decided by Dekalb 
County elections officials. 
 
1.The Cannon high volume scanners (DR-G2140) used for mail ballot scanners are not authorized for ballot 
counting by the EAC (federal government) , nor the Secretary of State. The scanners were not certified by either 
body and such certification is a minimum requirement for use. Using these scanners is prohibited by Georgia 
law ( 21-2-368(c)). These scanners were not designed for ballot scanning use. In fact there is a $100,000 penalty 
that should be charged the vendor for this sale of illegal equipment. Deklab should not have used these 
scanners. therefore extensive (public) testing and auditing should be undertaken before any consideration should 
be given to certifying the election. 
 
2. The board also failed to perform its duty to certify (21-2-368 (d) that the optical scanning equipment being 
used was approved and certified by the Secretary of State as required by 21-2-368 (c). No results should be 
certified until the impact of uncertified software can be investigated and tested. Alternatively the ballots should 
be scanned and tabulated with certified tabulation software. 
 
3.The scanner machine settings were inappropriate for a mil ballot scanning. The scanner settings caused 
thousands of votes to be rejected and ambiguous and many not to be read at all. Although your bi-partisan vote 
review panel conducted on screen adjudication of marks tt were  " ambiguous" based on purported machine 
settings of 14% to 28% of the bubble blackekend, and in the process saw and counted marks  (ONLY ON 
THOSE AMBIGUOUS ballots) of less than 14% (if the software was operating properly). The ballots with less 
than 14% marks and no " ambiguous zone" mareks were not counted. State statute and the Elections rule 
mandates that these votes be counted. Rule 183-1-15.02(2)(e). THe board should require a rigorous test of such 
ballots to determine whether there are uncounted votes. This test must be done in a public and 
transparent manner. 
 
4. It appears that the results of the March ballots have not been posted to the website. Those results should be 
posted so that candidates can review to exercise their rights to request pre-certification recounts if there are 
concerns. 
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Further, the following alarming observations were made personally by me at the Dekalb County Elections office 
between June10, 2020 and June17, 2020. I am requesting that the findings  be investigated because of the 
obvious gross mishandling of voters' ballots and high potential for voter fraud.  
 
1.While entering and exiting the building I observed several occasions where thousands of ballots were  left 
unattended in a public corridor. The ballots had been removed from the  'vote by mail' envelopes and were 
stacked for transport to the scanners where they ere to be counted. After seeing this several times I realized it 
was not a mistake but a practice and took a photograph of the ballots. The ballots could have very easily been 
tampered with. some could have been removed by some could have also been added. I am concerned about the 
stack of ballots tied held together  by a rubber band . They appear to have been added ballots that were not 
previously removed form envelopes.  
 
2.I am concerned about the Board of Elections Chairman publically endorsing a candidate and then observing 
him handling ballots in a corner away from toher eyes. From my vantage point I could not tell if he was taking 
ballots out of the voters envelopes or putting them in. The optics was wrong and prompted me to take a 
photograph. When he realized I was observing him he quickly moved with the ballots to another area that was 
out of my line of sight. 
 
3. With all that I had observed I was concerned about the amount of blank ballots that were printed by the 
Dekalb County Elections Office. I requested to see the system where the ballots were printed , only to be yelled 
at by Chairman Tillman.  I was told i would need a Federal Court order  to see the system. I found his reaction 
rather strange and questioned why it was such a secret  regarding the extra ballots being printed.   
 
4.On Wednesday June 16, 2020 I along with candidate Harold Dennis, observed approximately 12-14 
temporary workers "transcribing" ballots. The workers were in a room with thousands of ballots in boxes and 
stacks of blank ballots on each table. I personally observed as one of the workers prepared two ballots at once 
filling out one and then the other. It did not appear that she was transcribing information but that she was 
creating new votes. Candidate Dennis was so alarmed by what was happening right in front of us that he took a 
photograph. We were informed that one worker was supposed to be calling out he information on the ballot and 
the other writing the information on the new ballot. It is obvious from the photograph that was not eh process 
taking place. I was informed early in the process that a representative from the Democratic and Republican 
parties were to be present for necessary ballot transcriptions, however neither party representative was there. 
The representative from the Republican Party stated to candidate Dennis that he was called early that morning 
and told not to come in because there were no ballots needing to be transposed. This information was obviously 
false `and I would like an explanation as to why this was done. 
 
5.The Redpublican party representative informed candidate Dennis that he was deeply concerned about a 
missing elections night data card. While he cold not specifically name the precinct he indicated that a polling 
place located on Memorial drive failed to turn in the data memory card that captures the votes for the precinct.. 
When they could not find the card two people from the elections office went to the precinct  to locate the card 
but failed to find it. The Republican party representative further questioned why the ballots from that precinct 
were immediately moved to a place that was out of the sight and not under any video surveillance. He was not 
given a intelligent response by the Board Chairman Tillman or Director Hamilton. 
 
It is glaringly obvious the Dekalb County Elections Office grossly mishandled the ballots for the June 2020 
Special and Primary elections. I am questioning not only the results of the election but the entire process that led 
up to the final tabulation. As  previously noted the numbers just don't add up. I would like a full investigation 
into this matter and ask that corrective measures are instituted before the August 2020 run off election takes 
place. In addition, I am requesting that the Secretary of State give directs oversight to the handling and 
tabulation of the ballots in the upcoming Dekalb County run off election amd tht Board Chairman Sam Tillman 
and Director Erica Hamilton be removed from the process.  
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Sincerly, 
Ruth Stringer 
Candidate for Dekalb Conty Sheriff 
404 883-0853 
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Aziz, Molly

From: Ruth Stringer <rmstringer29@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, June 22, 2020 6:48 PM
To: Governmental Affairs
Subject: Fwd: RM STRINGER QUESTION....

 
Date: Mon, Jun 22, 2020 at 5:25 PM 
Subject: RM STRINGER QUESTION.... 
To: Ruth Stringer <rmstringer29@gmail.com> 
 

DeKalb County Sheriff's Election Candidate Ruth Stringer wants to know how the Secretary of State's Office 
plans to address the allegations of vote tampering,, culpable misconduct, and possible negligence election day, 
June 9, 2020 allegedly by the Chairman of the Dekalb County Board of Registration and Elections and some of 
the Elections Staff working under the leadership of Director Erica Hamilton.  Though falling on dead ears, I 
questioned the decision of DeKalb Elections Officials to use unauthorized optical scanning equipment to score 
the votes while appearing to manually manipulate and influence absentee ballots and precinct outcomes 
weighted to illegally assign ghost votes to pre- selected candidates and in turn manipulate the outcome in their 
favor.   I'm deeply concerned over the documented serious  allegations of malfeasance in DeKalb withers 
regards to what took place June 9, not only as a Candidate in line to enter possibly two runoff elections but also 
as a long time resident and concerned Georgia Citizen.  I had the displeasure of forwarding an inquiry request to 
the Secretary of State's Office into the matter and would like your take on what is transpiring in real time as we 
await certification and validation of this most important DeKalb Election.  Cordially,  RM Stringer... 
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Aziz, Molly

From: Chelsea Navo <chelseanavo@outlook.com>
Sent: Tuesday, June 23, 2020 7:56 AM
To: Governmental Affairs
Subject: Fwd: Issues w voting in primary. Cobb county

 
 
From Outlook for Android 
 

From: Chelsea Navo <chelseanavo@outlook.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, June 23, 2020, 7:55 AM 
To: Chelsea Navo 
Subject: Issues w voting in primary. Cobb county 
 
 
I waited in the rain for three hours in early voting the Friday before the primary. Yes, early voting had long 
lines! The govt center in Cobb county had too few machines and the poll worker looked at my printed ballot and 
saw how I voted. The large screen could not be covered up for privacy due to my shorter height and the sheriff 
officer behind me watched me vote. The cardboard visor around the screen means nothing if folks behind you 
can see you voting clear as day. 
 
I am privileged to have a job where I can take time off to vote. Many Georgians are not in the same position. 
What can we do to help them? Shorter lines. Make it simpler to request voting by mail. More early voting 
locations open. 
 
We need hand marked paper ballots. People should not have to wait in long lines to vote. Every Georgian who 
reaches the age of 18 should be automatically registered to vote. Save time on tax payer money to process and 
maintain those voter rosters by simply having all adults in Georgia eligible. 
 
Also, if folks request a vote by mail ballot, it should allow them to vote by mail forever with a single request. 
Currently, a voter has to request a ballot each time which is a waste of tax money to process each request like 
that. 
 
The new machines were so much more expensive and they did not work well. Let's get a more secure and cost 
effective solution in order to serve Georgia. 
 
We depend on our government leaders to take the feedback, learn from it, and adjust the voting system to be 
more fair, cost effective, and streamlined. Thank you for your time. 
 
Thanks, 
Chelsea Navo 
Girl Scout Troop Leader 
Marietta, GA 
 
 
From Outlook for Android 
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Aziz, Molly

From: Anthony Colombo <AColombo@habitat.org>
Sent: Tuesday, June 23, 2020 8:59 AM
To: Governmental Affairs
Subject: Primary Elections Investigative Hearing

Dear members of the Governmental Affairs Committee, 
 
I am a resident of precinct 02J. My original polling place was Grady Highschool but when I showed up to vote around 
7:30 am on Tuesday June 9th there was a sign that informed me my polling place moved to Park Tavern. When I got to 
Park Tavern there was already a line wrapped all the way around the parking lot. I stood in line for three hours. While 
waiting in line I counted at least three people in front of my leaving the line because the wait was too long. When I got 
inside I realized that multiple precincts were combined into one polling place.  
I did not receive any notice prior to the morning of the 9th that my voting location was moving or that my precinct was 
being combined with multiple others. 
 
Best, 
 
Anthony Colombo 
Senior Analyst, Global Data Analytics; Strategy Realization, Habitat for Humanity International  
285 Peachtree Center Ave. NE, Suite 2700 
Atlanta, GA 30303-1220 
office: (404) 979-3725 
acolombo@habitat.org • habitat.org 
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Aziz, Molly

From: Jacqueline Elsner <jacquelineelsner20@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, June 23, 2020 9:16 AM
To: Governmental Affairs; To: Charlotte Sosebee; Jesse Evans; Patricia Till; Charles Knapper; 

Willa Jean Fambrough; Rocky Raffle; judd.drake@accgov.com; Kelly Girtz; Blaine 
Williams; Andy Herod

Subject: Primary Elections Investigative Hearing June 23, 2020 citizen comment

June 23, 2020 
Members, GA House Committee on Governmental Affairs 
RE: Primary Elections Investigative Hearing June 23, 2020 citizen comment  
  
Dear Members, 
I served as a monitor for a county non-partisan candidate for the processing of absentee 
ballots in Athens-Clarke County during the June 9 Primary. 
I watched the stellar staff of the Athens-Clarke County Board of Election open and 
prepared for scanning/tabulating the almost 15,000 absentee ballots cast by county voters. 
I watched the scanning process and the efforts of the Voter Review Panel. 
Suggestion for our elections: 

·        Continue to automatically send all voters an application for an absentee ballot. 
·        Enclose a real white privacy envelope, not a folded sheet of paper with no 
closure, for the voter to use.  
·        Ballot needs NO tear-off stub. The stub was left on by about 99% of voters. Staff 
had to remove the stub, then in the small hours of June 10, it was learned that the 
frayed paper left by the torn-off stub caused problems in scanning. The Voter 
Review Panel members (who have permission to touch a ballot) spent hours hand-
trimming the bits of paper at the top of ballots.  
·        Give county Boards of Elections staff many more weeks to prepare absentee 
ballots for scanning/tabulating on election night.  
·        Work with Dominion to bring 100% results of voter marks for each county’s 
Voter Review Panel to see. 
·        VALID VOTES WERE NOT COUNTED. 
·        Require the State Elections Board to write rules for dealing with any need to 
rescan/re-tabulate absentee ballots after election. 

  
Athens-Clarke County Attorney and Election Supervisor interpreted GA Law and State 
Elections Board rules to PREVENT a complete investigation into uncounted votes on 
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absentee ballots. Oconee County Attorney and Election Supervisor interpreted the same 
GA Law and State Elections Board rules to ALLOW a lawful rescanning of all absentee 
ballots. This effort discovered uncounted votes in Oconee County. No such discovery was 
possible under the direction of county officials in Athens-Clarke County.  
Please make the integrity of Georgia elections your top priority.  
Sincerely, 
Jacqueline Elsner 
Athens, GA 
Jacquelineelsner20@gmail.com 
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Aziz, Molly

From: L Throop <lthroop@hotmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, June 23, 2020 10:50 AM
To: Governmental Affairs
Subject: SOS shouldn't certify miscounted ballots

Dear Governmental Affairs Committee: 
Thanks for holding another hearing on elections!  
 
Of timely concern is why counties are scanning absentee ballots on untested Canon dr-G2140 scanners, and 
whether elections should be certified when election adjudicators in Morgan, ACC, Oconee, DeKalb, Banks, and 
Macon-Bibb have noticed that not all votes are counted by the software. Apparently, this model of scanner 
was only substituted de minimis because the proposed, certified scanners were discontinued by the 
manufacturer. The SOS does not appear to be offering guidance to counties on how to get accurate counts, 
but instead is encouraging them to certify questionable results. He should address this problem before 
certifying, himself. 
 
This problem could trigger demands for recounts in August and November elections and further erode public 
trust in elections. 
 
I hope you will press Sec. Raffensperger to release an incident report similar to the one he presented after the 
November 2019 pilot of new Dominion Voting equipment. His claim that all problems were due to "human 
error" rather than equipment problems is not credible. 
 
Importantly, any suggestion that his office should have increased powers over county elections must be 
resisted. 
Sincerely 
Liz Throop 
612 Clifton Rd., NE 
Atlanta, GA 30307 
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Aziz, Molly

From: GARLAND FAVORITO <GARLANDF@msn.com>
Sent: Tuesday, June 23, 2020 12:55 PM
To: Governmental Affairs
Subject: GA Candidates Tell SOS to Count Votes Uncertified Scanners Missed

 

Press Release                                                                               Contact:  Garland 
Favorito  
June 23, 2020                                                                                                                      (404) 664-4044 

  
Candidates Tell SOS to Count Votes Uncertified Scanners Missed 

  

ATLANTA GA – Two U.S. Congressional candidates have written to Secretary of State Brad 
Raffensperger telling him to count all mail-in votes that uncertified Georgia scanners failed 
to include in county results. Candidates Blake Harbin and Dr. Joe Profit, who competed in the 
same 6th District June 9th Republican primary, co-authored the letter. 
  
Harbin and Profit had previously requested Cobb, DeKalb and Fulton counties to review and 
adjudicate all 6th District mail-in ballots to ensure the counties would count all legitimate votes 
prior to results certification. Mykel Barthelemy, another candidate in that same primary joined 
their request but all were largely ignored.  
  
Georgia Supreme Court candidate Beth Beskin similarly petitioned the Fulton County Election 
Board to adjudicate and count votes on all mail-in ballots but her petition was never considered. 
None of the counties complied and thousands of votes remain uncounted in ballots the voting 
system accepted. 
  
Adjudication teams in five counties discovered the statewide technical issue where new 
scanners accept ballots but tabulators ignore some vote marks even though they show clear, 
visible intent of a specific vote. The vote marks are typically thinner check marks within mark 
sense bubbles for a candidate.  
  
The check marks are not counted as votes, not rejected as undeterminable and not displayed for 
adjudication. County election officials are not alerted to the fact that the votes are not being 
counted unless there is some other problem with the ballot. Marks that show clear voter intent 
are required to be counted as votes by Georgia law and State Election Board rules for all 
methods of voting. 
[O.C.G.A. 21-2-438, Rule 183-1-15-.02 (2e)]. 
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Counties scanned most mail-in ballots using Canon DR-G2140 high speed scanners that have 
not been certified at the state or federal level for use with Dominion 5.5 voting systems. 
Scanners are required to be certified prior to use. [O.C.G.A. 21-02-368 (c), (f)] 
  
Mail-in ballots represent roughly 40% of the total votes cast in the June 9th primary. The SOS 
office is expected to certify state election results this week. 
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Aziz, Molly

From: L Throop <lthroop@hotmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, June 23, 2020 1:58 PM
To: Aziz, Molly; Governmental Affairs
Subject: Earlier note to Governmental Affairs

Molly, thank you for acknowledging my email of this morning. I now realize the email I sent June 11 (below) 
was misaddressed. It is based on my first-hand observations. Could you forward this to the committee if 
possible? 
Thanks! 
Liz Throop 
 
Thank you for this opportunity to relate my experience. I was a poll watcher on June 9th at Miller Grove 
Middle School in DeKalb County.  
  
Due to Covid19, it’s understandable that poll workers were hired at the last minute and were not able to train 
in person. Covid19 also meant some workers were trained before the March election, but not given a chance 
to apply that knowledge for months. So it’s impressive that MGMS did open on time and process voters 
continuously, although slowly. When I arrived at 7:20am, the people had already been in line an hour or more 
and that line continued until I left around  1:30pm.  Slow check-in at the two Poll Pad seemed especially 
critical in causing these long waits. 
  
This bottleneck meant that half or more of the voting machines were never in use. A poll worker would try to 
scan a voter’s driver’s license – but about a third of the time, she would have to take the license out of its tray 
and type in the data by hand. Then the voter would have to inspect every field the poll worker had typed to be 
sure she had typed it right before she would submit the data. Over and over, a process that should have taken 
90 seconds would stretch to 5 minutes or more. The poll workers at the check in stations stayed extremely 
busy, but often had to stop to consult with the poll manager.  
 
I wondered if poll workers had been trained about a weird feature of Poll Pads. Per the manual, “If the camera 
is unable to scan the voter’s photo ID or if the ID is not placed onto the holder within five seconds, the Poll Pad 
will revert to the Voter Lookup screen. If this occurs, find the voter using the manual search method.”  
  
Another problem with Poll Pads is lighting, which would have been very hard to adjust in that room. I never 
saw these workers attempt to control the light shining on the drivers licenses, although per their manual, glare 
or shadows on the driver’s license can hinder the Poll Pad’s scanning ability.  
  
Additionally, I talked to people in line who had brought their absentee ballots with them and wanted to drop 
them off. One man told me it wasn’t possible for him to go to a dropbox or county office that day, and he just 
wanted to drop off his completed absentee. Instead, he had to wait in line, then go through a ten- or fifteen-
minute procedure to surrender his absentee and vote on a machine. DeKalb allows completed absentee drop-
offs at polling places during early voting, but not on Election Day. Supposedly it’s a rule that all absentees are 
required to be at county elections office by 7pm on Election Day, and it’s impractical to deliver them that day. 
A change in this rule would make voting procedures more understandable,  more convenient, and speed 
check-ins. 
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While I can only speculate about why voters were held up at check-in stations, I think the limited number of 
Poll Pads, lack of training, and the overall complexity and delicacy of the KnowInk equipment play a big part. 
Some of this may be under county control, but the state’s demand that everyone use the system during the 
pandemic seems key. 
  
Sincerely  
Liz Throop 
612 Clifton Rd., NE 
Atlanta, GA 30307 
 


