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Representative Hall, Atlanta, Georgia 
 

Wednesday, March 7, 2012 
 

Thirtieth Legislative Day 
 

The House met pursuant to adjournment at 9:30 o'clock, A.M., this day and was called 
to order by the Speaker. 

 
The roll was called and the following Representatives answered to their names: 

 
    Abrams 
    Allison 
    Amerson 
    Anderson 
    Atwood 
    Baker 
    Battles 
E Beasley-Teague 
    Bell 
    Benfield 
    Benton 
    Beverly 
    Black 
    Braddock 
    Brockway 
    Brooks 
E Bruce 
    Bryant 
    Buckner 
    Burns 
    Carson 
    Carter 
    Channell 
    Cheokas 
    Clark, J 
    Clark, V 
    Coleman 
    Collins 
    Cooke 
    Coomer 

    Cooper 
    Crawford 
    Davis 
    Dawkins-Haigler 
    Dempsey 
    Dickerson 
    Dickey 
    Dickson 
    Dobbs 
    Dollar 
E Drenner 
    Dudgeon 
    Dukes 
    Dunahoo 
    Dutton 
    Ehrhart 
    England 
    Epps, J 
E Evans 
E Floyd 
    Frazier 
    Fullerton 
    Gardner 
    Geisinger 
    Golick 
    Gordon 
    Greene 
    Hamilton 
    Hanner 
    Harbin 

    Harden, B 
    Harden, M 
    Harrell 
    Hatchett 
    Hatfield 
    Heard 
    Hembree 
E Henson 
    Hightower 
    Hill 
    Holcomb 
    Holmes 
    Holt 
    Horne 
    Houston 
    Howard 
    Hugley 
    Jasperse 
    Jerguson 
    Johnson 
    Jones, J 
    Jones, S 
    Kaiser 
    Kidd 
    Lane 
    Lindsey 
    Long 
    Maddox, B 
    Maddox, G 
    Manning 

    Marin 
    Martin 
    Maxwell 
    Mayo 
    McBrayer 
    McCall 
    McKillip 
    Meadows 
    Mitchell 
    Mosby 
    Murphy 
E Neal, Y 
    Nimmer 
    Nix 
    O'Neal 
    Pak 
    Parrish 
    Parsons 
    Peake 
    Powell, J 
    Pruett 
    Purcell 
    Ramsey 
    Reece 
    Rice 
    Riley 
    Roberts 
    Rogers, T 
    Rynders 
E Scott, M 

    Scott, S 
    Shaw 
E Sheldon 
    Sims, B 
E Sims, C 
    Smith, E 
    Smith, R 
E Smith, T  
    Smyre 
    Spencer 
    Stephens, M 
    Talton 
    Tankersley 
    Taylor, R 
    Taylor, T 
    Thomas 
    Waites 
    Watson 
    Welch 
    Wilkerson 
    Wilkinson 
    Willard 
    Williams, A 
    Williams, C 
    Williams, E 
    Williams, R 
    Williamson 
    Yates 
    Ralston, Speaker  

 
 The following members were off the floor of the House when the roll was called:  
 
 Representatives Abdul-Salaam of the 74th, Ashe of the 56th, Byrd of the 20th, Casas 
of the 103rd, Epps of the 128th, Fludd of the 66th, Hudson of the 124th, Jackson of the 
142nd, Jacobs of the 80th, James of the 135th, Jordan of the 77th, Kendrick of the 94th, 
Knight of the 126th, Oliver of the 83rd, Parent of the 81st, Powell of the 29th, Randall of 
the 138th, Rogers of the 26th, Stephens of the 164th, Teasley of the 38th, and Weldon of 
the 3rd. 
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 They wished to be recorded as present. 
 
 Prayer was offered by Pastor Dane Wagner, First United Methodist Church of 
Monroe, Monroe, Georgia. 
 
 The members pledged allegiance to the flag. 
 
 Representative Davis of the 109th, Chairman of the Committee on Information and 
Audits, reported that the Journal of the previous legislative day had been read and found 
to be correct.  
 
 By unanimous consent, the reading of the Journal was dispensed with. 
 
 The Journal was confirmed. 
 

By unanimous consent, the following was established as the order of business during 
the first part of the period of unanimous consents: 
 

1.  Introduction of Bills and Resolutions. 
 
2.  First reading and reference of House Bills and Resolutions. 
 
3.  Second reading of Bills and Resolutions. 
 
4.  Reports of Standing Committees. 

 
5.  Third reading and passage of Local uncontested Bills. 
 
6.  First reading and reference of Senate Bills and Resolutions. 
 
By unanimous consent, the following Bills and Resolutions of the House were 

introduced, read the first time and referred to the Committees: 
 

HB 1213. By Representative Jasperse of the 12th: 
 

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend an Act creating the Pickens County 
Water and Sewer Authority, approved April 15, 1969 (Ga. L. 1969, p. 2764), 
so as to remove the provision requiring a waiting period of two years for 
member reappointment; to provide for related matters; to repeal conflicting 
laws; and for other purposes.  

 
 Referred to the Committee on Intragovernmental Coordination - Local. 
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HB 1214. By Representative Roberts of the 154th: 
 

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend an Act reincorporating the City of 
Scotland, approved March 24, 1988 (Ga. L. 1988, p. 4314), so as to provide 
for the election of the mayor and councilmembers; to provide for terms of 
office; to provide for the holding of elections; to provide for submission of 
this Act for preclearance under the federal Voting Rights Act of 1965; to 
provide for related matters; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.  

 
 Referred to the Committee on Intragovernmental Coordination - Local. 
 
HB 1215. By Representative Black of the 174th: 
 

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend an Act revising, superseding, and 
consolidating the laws creating and governing the Board of Commissioners 
of Echols County, approved February 3, 1953 (Ga. L. 1953, Jan.-Feb. Sess., 
p. 2054), as amended, so as to provide for elections and terms of office; to 
provide for submission under the federal Voting Rights Act of 1965, as 
amended; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.  

 
 Referred to the Committee on Intragovernmental Coordination - Local. 
 
HB 1216. By Representatives Hill of the 21st, Byrd of the 20th, Jerguson of the 22nd 

and Hamilton of the 23rd: 
 

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend an Act providing a new charter for the 
City of Ball Ground, approved March 28, 1990 (Ga. L. 1990, p. 4552), as 
amended, particularly by an Act approved May 17, 2004 (Ga. L. 2004, p. 
4258), so as to remove an exception for certain property from the jurisdiction 
of the municipal court; to provide for related matters; to repeal conflicting 
laws; and for other purposes.   

 
 Referred to the Committee on Intragovernmental Coordination - Local. 
 
HB 1217. By Representative Rogers of the 10th: 
 

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend an Act creating and establishing the 
State Court of Habersham County (formerly the City Court of Habersham 
County), approved February 13, 1941 (Ga. L. 1941, p. 651), as amended, 
particularly by an Act approved June 2, 2010 (Ga. L. 2010, p. 3994), so as to 
provide that beginning January 1, 2015, the judge and solicitor of said court 
shall be full-time positions; to establish the compensation of the judge and 
solicitor of said court; to provide that beginning January 1, 2015, neither the 
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judge nor the solicitor of said court shall practice law; to provide an effective 
date; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.  

 
 Referred to the Committee on Intragovernmental Coordination - Local. 
 
HB 1218. By Representatives Benfield of the 85th, Drenner of the 86th, Henson of the 

87th, Holcomb of the 82nd, Gardner of the 57th and others: 
 

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend an Act providing a new charter for the 
City of Avondale Estates, approved April 23, 1999 (Ga. L. 1999, p. 4886), so 
as to change the corporate limits of the city by annexing certain territory to 
the city; to provide for related matters; to repeal conflicting laws; and for 
other purposes.  

 
 Referred to the Committee on Intragovernmental Coordination - Local. 
 
HB 1219. By Representatives Benfield of the 85th, Drenner of the 86th, Henson of the 

87th, Holcomb of the 82nd, Gardner of the 57th and others: 
 

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend an Act providing a new charter for the 
City of Decatur, approved April 13, 2001 (Ga. L. 2001, p. 4351), so as to 
change the corporate limits of the city by annexing certain territory into the 
city; to provide for a description of the property annexed; to provide for 
related matters; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.  

 
 Referred to the Committee on Intragovernmental Coordination - Local. 
 
HB 1220. By Representative Mitchell of the 88th: 
 

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Chapter 1A of Title 20 of the Official 
Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to early care and learning, so as to 
require a satisfactory child protective services report for employees and 
directors of day care centers and related child care facilities; to amend Article 
8 of Chapter 5 of Title 49, relating to the Central Child Abuse Registry, so as 
to authorize the Division of Family and Children Services of the Department 
of Human Services to provide certain information on the registry to the 
Department of Early Care and Learning; to provide for related matters; to 
provide an effective date; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.  

 
 Referred to the Committee on Education. 
 
HB 1221. By Representatives Weldon of the 3rd, Stephens of the 164th, Bryant of the 

160th, Hightower of the 68th, Harden of the 147th and others: 
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A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Chapter 14 of Title 43 of the Official 
Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to licensure and regulation of the 
practices of electrical contracting, plumbing contracting, low-voltage 
electrical contracting, utility contracting, and conditioned air contracting, so 
as to create the Division of Roofing Contractors within the State 
Construction Industry Licensing Board; to provide for the licensure and 
regulation of roofing contractors; to revise the statement of legislative 
purpose and add definitions; to provide for requirements for licensure; to 
prohibit unlicensed performance of roofing contracting; to provide 
exceptions; to provide for sanctions for violations; to provide for related 
matters; to provide for a contingent effective date; to repeal conflicting laws; 
and for other purposes.  

 
 Referred to the Committee on Regulated Industries. 
 
HB 1222. By Representatives Mosby of the 90th, Henson of the 87th, Benfield of the 

85th, Dawkins-Haigler of the 93rd, Bell of the 58th and others: 
 

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend an Act establishing the form of 
government of DeKalb County and fixing the powers and duties of the 
officers constituting the governing authority of DeKalb County, approved 
April 9, 1981 (Ga. L. 1981, p. 4304), as amended, so as to change the 
description of the commissioner districts; to provide for definitions and 
inclusions; to provide for continuation in office of current members; to 
provide for terms and manner of election; to revise the referendum 
requirements for amendments to such Act; to provide for the submission of 
this Act for preclearance pursuant to Section 5 of the federal Voting Rights 
Act of 1965, as amended; to provide for related matters; to repeal conflicting 
laws; and for other purposes.  

 
 Referred to the Committee on Intragovernmental Coordination - Local. 
 
HB 1224. By Representatives Setzler of the 35th, Jordan of the 77th, Ehrhart of the 

36th and Teasley of the 38th: 
 

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Chapter 2 of Title 20 of the Official 
Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to elementary and secondary education, 
so as to expand a teacher's authority to remove a student from a classroom; to 
limit the length of the report required for removal; to provide that a student 
removal shall not negatively impact a teacher's annual performance 
evaluation; to provide for related matters; to repeal conflicting laws; and for 
other purposes.  
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 Referred to the Committee on Education. 
 
HR 1677. By Representatives Heckstall of the 62nd, Abrams of the 84th, Brooks of the 

63rd, Taylor of the 55th, Scott of the 76th and others: 
 

A RESOLUTION urging the State of Georgia to pursue desalination 
technology; and for other purposes.  

 
 Referred to the Committee on Natural Resources & Environment. 
 
HR 1722. By Representative Stephens of the 164th: 
 

A RESOLUTION creating the House Study Committee on Alternative 
Living Services Reimbursement Rates; and for other purposes.  

 
 Referred to the Committee on Human Relations & Aging. 
 
HR 1730. By Representative Channell of the 116th: 
 

A RESOLUTION honoring the life of Mr. John B. Box and dedicating a 
bridge in his memory; and for other purposes.  

 
 Referred to the Committee on Transportation. 
 
 By unanimous consent, the following Bills and Resolutions of the House and Senate 
were read the second time: 
 

HB 1203 
HB 1205 
HB 1210 
HB 1212 
HR 1642 
HR 1644 
HR 1672 
HR 1674 
SB 238 
SB 346 
SB 403 
SB 405 
SB 424 
SB 429 

HB 1204 
HB 1206 
HB 1211 
HB 1223 
HR 1643 
HR 1645 
HR 1673 
HR 1675 
SB 321 
SB 381 
SB 404 
SB 412 
SB 427 
SB 494 
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 Representative Hembree of the 67th District, Chairman of the Committee on 
Industrial Relations, submitted the following report: 
 
 Mr. Speaker: 
 
 Your Committee on Industrial Relations has had under consideration the following 
Bill and Resolution of the House and has instructed me to report the same back to the 
House with the following recommendations: 
 

HB 432 Do Pass, by Substitute 
HR 1561 Do Pass 

  
 Respectfully submitted, 
 /s/ Hembree of the 67th 
 Chairman 
 
 Representative Sims of the 169th District, Chairman of the Committee on 
Intragovernmental Coordination, submitted the following report: 
 
 Mr. Speaker: 
 
 Your Committee on Intragovernmental Coordination - Local Legislation has had 
under consideration the following Bills of the House and has instructed me to report the 
same back to the House with the following recommendations: 
 

HB 1188 Do Pass HB 1191 Do Pass 
HB 1193 Do Pass HB 1195 Do Pass 
HB 1196 Do Pass HB 1202 Do Pass 

  
 Respectfully submitted, 
 /s/ Sims of the 169th 
 Chairman 
 

The following Resolution of the House, referred to the House Rules Subcommittee on 
Invites, was reported by the Committee on Rules with the following recommendation: 
 

HR 1566 Do Pass 
 
 Representative Channell of the 116th District, Chairman of the Committee on Ways 
and Means, submitted the following report: 
 
 Mr. Speaker: 
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 Your Committee on Ways and Means has had under consideration the following Bill 
of the House and has instructed me to report the same back to the House with the 
following recommendation: 
 

HB 1209 Do Pass 
  
 Respectfully submitted, 
 /s/ Channell of the 116th 
 Chairman 
 
 The following report of the Committee on Rules was read and adopted: 
 

HOUSE RULES CALENDAR 
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 7, 2012 

 
Mr. Speaker and Members of the House: 
 
 The Committee on Rules has fixed the calendar for this 30th Legislative Day as 
enumerated below: 

 
DEBATE CALENDAR 

 
Pursuant to House Rule 33.3, debate shall to limited to no more than 1 hour  

on the following: HB 797, HB 861, HB 872 and HB 1114. 
Time to be allocated at the discretion of the Chair. 

 
Modified Open Rule 
 
HB 665 Clerk of superior court offices; modernize provisions (Substitute) (Judy-

Maddox-127th) 
HB 678 Mattresses; use of previously used material; provide regulation (Substitute) 

(A&CA-Long-61st) 
HB 742 General appropriations; State Fiscal Year July 1, 2012 - June 30, 2013 

(App-Ralston-7th) 
HB 1067 Portable electronics insurance; issuance and regulation of limited licenses 

to sell; provide for comprehensive revision of provisions (Substitute) (Ins-
Rogers-26th) 

HB 1080 Georgia Emergency Telephone Number 9-1-1 Service Act of 1977; 
eliminate Advisory Committee (EU&T-Purcell-159th) 

HB 1119 Atkinson County; Probate Court judge; provide nonpartisan elections (IGC-
Sims-169th) 

HB 1120 Atkinson County; chief magistrate judge; provide nonpartisan elections 
(IGC-Sims-169th) 
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HB 1121 Coffee County; chief magistrate judge; provide nonpartisan elections (IGC-
Sims-169th) 

HB 1178 Education, Department of; ten-year projection of costs for bills to create a 
program or funding category having impact on revenues or expenditures; 
require (Ed-Dickson-6th) 

HB 1198 Parent and child; grandparent visitation rights; modify provisions 
(Substitute) (Judy-Meadows-5th) 

 
Modified Structured Rule 
 
HB 100 Georgia Tax Court; create (Substitute) (Judy-Peake-137th) 
HB 247 Community Health, Department of; fingerprint and investigate emergency 

medical services personnel; require (Substitute) (PS&HS-Neal-1st)  
(AM# 35 0273) 

HB 450 Setoff debt collection; debts owed to public housing authorities; authorize 
(Substitute) (W&M-Sims-169th) 

HB 673 Georgia's Return to Play Act of 2012; enact (Substitute) (H&HS-Mitchell-
88th) (AM# 33 1182) 

HB 685 Dogs; dangerous and vicious; extensively revise provisions (Substitute) 
(JudyNC-Maddox-172nd) 

HB 797 State chartered special schools; revise funding (Substitute) (Ed-Jones-46th)
HB 818 Income tax credit; certain commercial geothermal heat pumps; include 

(Substitute) (W&M-Parsons-42nd) (AM# 34 0552) 
HB 827 Traffic offenses; fleeing or attempting to elude a pursuing police vehicle; 

modify provisions (PS&HS-Hembree-67th) (AM# 35 0274) 
HB 844 Bonds; certain validation hearing appearance provisions; provide 

(Substitute) (Judy-Martin-47th) 
HB 872 Commerce and trade; secondary metals recyclers; provide comprehensive 

revision of provisions (Substitute) (JudyNC-Shaw-176th) (AM# 37 0171) 
HB 985 Motor Vehicles; temporary license plates; modify provisions (MotV-

Powell-29th) 
HB 994 Ad valorem taxation; preferential assessment of brownfield property; 

extend under certain circumstances (W&M-Lindsey-54th) 
HB 1051 Public transit authorities; suspension of restrictions on use of annual 

proceeds from sales and use taxes; repeal provisions (Trans-Jacobs-80th) 
HB 1052 Metropolitan Atlanta Rapid Transit Authority Act of 1965; reconstitute 

board of directors (Substitute) (Trans-Jacobs-80th) (AM# 39 0011) 
HB 1114 Homicide; offering to assist in commission of suicide; repeal certain 

provisions (Substitute) (JudyNC-Setzler-35th) (AM# 29 1095) 
HB 1115 Public utilities and public transportation; telecommunications; revise and 

update certain provisions (EU&T-Dudgeon-24th) 
HB 1123 Annexation; unincorporated islands; repeal Article 6 (GAff-O`Neal-146th) 
HR 1160 Word, Mr. Lathan Rydell; compensate (Substitute) (App-Hugley-133rd) 
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HR 1161 Cauley, Mr. James A.; compensate and provide state income tax exclusion 
(Substitute) (App-Buckner-130th) (AM# 37 0172) 

 
Structured Rule 
 
HB 851 Taxation of intangibles; rates charged by collecting officers; change certain 

requirements (Substitute) (W&M-Rice-51st) 
HB 861 Law enforcement officers; report drug related arrests to Department of 

Human Services; require (Substitute) (Judy-Harden-28th) 
HB 868 Income tax credits; business enterprises located in less developed areas 

designated by tiers; provide (Substitute) (W&M-Collins-27th) 
HB 965 Income tax; allow certain fiduciaries an exception to the requirement of 

paying estimated taxes (W&M-Knight-126th) 
HB 967 Income tax; withholding tax on taxable income of nonresident members of 

certain associations; change certain provisions (W&M-Knight-126th) 
 

 Bills and Resolutions on this calendar may be called in any order the Speaker 
desires. 
 
       Respectfully submitted, 
            /s/ Meadows of the 5th 
       Chairman 
 
 By unanimous consent, the following Bills of the House were taken up for 
consideration and read the third time: 
 
HB 1188. By Representative Spencer of the 180th: 
 

A BILL to be entitled an Act to create the Oak Grove Cemetery Authority; to 
provide for its purposes, funding, responsibilities, jurisdiction, membership, 
meetings, records, filling of vacancies, powers and duties, and application of 
conflicts of interest and ethics provisions; to provide for related matters; to 
repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.  

 
 The report of the Committee, which was favorable to the passage of the Bill, was 
agreed to. 
 
HB 1191. By Representatives Powell of the 29th and Harden of the 28th: 
 

A BILL to be entitled an Act to authorize the governing authority of the City 
of Lavonia to levy an excise tax pursuant to subsection (b) of Code Section 
48-13-51 of the O.C.G.A.; to provide procedures, conditions, and limitations; 
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to provide for related matters; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other 
purposes.  

 
 The report of the Committee, which was favorable to the passage of the Bill, was 
agreed to. 
 
HB 1193. By Representatives Dickey of the 136th and Holmes of the 125th: 
 

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend an Act entitled "Monroe County 
Public Facilities Authority Act," approved May 14, 2008 (Ga. L. 2008, p. 
4432), so as to repeal certain provisions limiting such authority's authority to 
issue revenue bonds to four years; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other 
purposes.  

 
 The report of the Committee, which was favorable to the passage of the Bill, was 
agreed to. 
 
HB 1195. By Representative Reece of the 11th: 
 

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend an Act creating the office of 
commissioner of Chattooga County, approved March 6, 1956 (Ga. L. 1956, 
p. 2899), as amended, particularly by an Act approved March 20, 1990 (Ga. 
L. 1990, p. 4002), so as to revise the compensation of the commissioner of 
Chattooga County; to provide for related matters; to repeal conflicting laws; 
and for other purposes.  

 
 The report of the Committee, which was favorable to the passage of the Bill, was 
agreed to. 
 
HB 1196. By Representatives Randall of the 138th, Peake of the 137th, Holmes of the 

125th, Beverly of the 139th, Dickey of the 136th and others: 
 

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend an Act known as the "Macon Water 
Authority Act," approved March 23, 1992 (Ga. L. 1992, p. 4991), as 
amended, particularly by an Act approved May 1, 2002 (Ga. L. 2002, p. 
5363), so as to change the description of the electoral districts; to provide for 
definitions and inclusions; to provide for the continuation in office of current 
members; to provide for the submission of this Act for preclearance pursuant 
to Section 5 of the federal Voting Rights Act of 1965, as amended; to provide 
for related matters; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.  

 
 The report of the Committee, which was favorable to the passage of the Bill, was 
agreed to. 
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HB 1202. By Representatives Abdul-Salaam of the 74th, Jordan of the 77th, Scott of 
the 76th, Heckstall of the 62nd, Waites of the 60th and others: 

 
A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend an Act creating the Clayton County 
board of commissioners, approved February 8, 1955 (Ga. L. 1955, p. 2064), 
as amended, particularly by an Act approved April 18, 2002 (Ga. L. 2002, p. 
4018), so as to revise the districts for the election of members of the board of 
commissioners; to provide for definitions and inclusions; to provide for 
submission of this Act for preclearance pursuant to Section 5 of the federal 
Voting Rights Act of 1965, as amended; to provide for related matters; to 
provide effective dates; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.  

 
 The report of the Committee, which was favorable to the passage of the Bill, was 
agreed to. 
 
 By unanimous consent, the following roll call vote was made applicable to the 
previously read Bills. 
 
 On the passage of the Bills, the roll call was ordered and the vote was as follows:  
  
    Abdul-Salaam 
Y Abrams 
Y Allison 
Y Amerson 
Y Anderson 
Y Ashe 
Y Atwood 
Y Baker 
Y Battles 
E Beasley-Teague 
Y Bell 
    Benfield 
Y Benton 
Y Beverly 
Y Black 
Y Braddock 
Y Brockway 
Y Brooks 
E Bruce 
Y Bryant 
Y Buckner 
Y Burns 
Y Byrd 
Y Carson 
Y Carter 
    Casas 
    Channell 
Y Cheokas 
Y Clark, J 
Y Clark, V 

Y Davis 
Y Dawkins-Haigler 
Y Dempsey 
Y Dickerson 
Y Dickey 
Y Dickson 
    Dobbs 
Y Dollar 
E Drenner 
Y Dudgeon 
Y Dukes 
Y Dunahoo 
Y Dutton 
Y Ehrhart 
Y England 
    Epps, C 
Y Epps, J 
E Evans 
E Floyd 
    Fludd 
Y Frazier 
Y Fullerton 
    Gardner 
Y Geisinger 
Y Golick 
Y Gordon 
Y Greene 
Y Hamilton 
Y Hanner 
Y Harbin 

    Heckstall 
Y Hembree 
E Henson 
Y Hightower 
Y Hill 
Y Holcomb 
Y Holmes 
Y Holt 
Y Horne 
Y Houston 
Y Howard 
    Hudson 
Y Hugley 
    Jackson 
Y Jacobs 
Y James 
Y Jasperse 
Y Jerguson 
Y Johnson 
Y Jones, J 
Y Jones, S 
    Jordan 
Y Kaiser 
Y Kendrick 
    Kidd 
Y Knight 
Y Lane 
Y Lindsey 
Y Long 
Y Maddox, B 

Y McBrayer 
Y McCall 
Y McKillip 
Y Meadows 
Y Mitchell 
    Morgan 
    Morris 
Y Mosby 
Y Murphy 
    Neal, J 
E Neal, Y 
Y Nimmer 
    Nix 
Y Oliver 
Y O'Neal 
Y Pak 
Y Parent 
Y Parrish 
Y Parsons 
Y Peake 
    Powell, A 
Y Powell, J 
Y Pruett 
Y Purcell 
Y Ramsey 
Y Randall 
Y Reece 
Y Rice 
Y Riley 
Y Roberts 

Y Shaw 
E Sheldon 
Y Sims, B 
E Sims, C 
Y Smith, E 
Y Smith, K 
Y Smith, L 
Y Smith, R 
E Smith, T  
Y Smyre 
Y Spencer 
Y Stephens, M 
Y Stephens, R 
    Stephenson 
Y Talton 
Y Tankersley 
Y Taylor, D 
Y Taylor, R 
Y Taylor, T 
Y Teasley 
Y Thomas 
    VACANT 
Y Waites 
Y Watson 
    Welch 
    Weldon 
Y Wilkerson 
Y Wilkinson 
Y Willard 
Y Williams, A 
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Y Coleman 
Y Collins 
Y Cooke 
Y Coomer 
Y Cooper 
Y Crawford 

Y Harden, B 
Y Harden, M 
Y Harrell 
Y Hatchett 
Y Hatfield 
Y Heard 

Y Maddox, G 
Y Manning 
    Marin 
Y Martin 
Y Maxwell 
Y Mayo 

Y Rogers, C 
Y Rogers, T 
Y Rynders 
E Scott, M 
Y Scott, S 
Y Setzler 

Y Williams, C 
Y Williams, E 
Y Williams, R 
Y Williamson 
Y Yates 
    Ralston, Speaker 

   
 On the passage of the Bills, the ayes were 145, nays 0. 
 
 The Bills, having received the requisite constitutional majority, were passed. 
 
 Representatives Abdul-Sallam of the 74th, Channell of the 116th, and Powell of the 
29th stated that they had been called from the floor of the House during the preceding roll 
call.  They wished to be recorded as voting "aye" thereon. 
 
 The following message was received from the Senate through Mr. Ewing, the 
Secretary thereof: 
 
Mr. Speaker: 
 
 The Senate has passed by the requisite constitutional majority the following bills of 
the Senate and House:   
 
SB 257. By Senators Gooch of the 51st and Mullis of the 53rd: 

 
A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Article 2 of Chapter 62A of Title 36 of 
the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to development authorities, 
so as to clarify that development authorities are authorized to conduct 
redevelopment; to modify provisions related to mandatory initial and 
continuing training for directors and members of development authorities; to 
provide for related matters; to provide for an effective date and applicability; 
to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.  
 

SB 284. By Senator Golden of the 8th: 
 
A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Chapter 4 of Title 48 of the Official 
Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to tax sales, so as to provide for 
provisions governing the creation and operation of land banks on and after 
July 1, 2011; to provide a short title and a statement of construction, intent and 
scope; to provide for legislative findings; to define certain terms; to provide 
for the creation, existence, and board membership of land banks; to provide 
for land bank powers, including those powers related to the acquisition and 
disposition of tax delinquent and other properties; to provide for public 
meetings of land banks, for the adoption of rules and regulations to address 
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potential conflicts of interest, and for the dissolution of land banks; to provide 
an effective date; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.  
 

SB 288. By Senators Bethel of the 54th, Loudermilk of the 52nd, Carter of the 1st and 
Goggans of the 7th: 
 
A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Article 2 of Chapter 34 of Title 43 of 
the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to physicians, so as to 
authorize the administration of vaccines by pharmacists or nurses pursuant to 
vaccine protocol agreements with physicians; to provide for definitions; to 
provide requirements for the content of vaccine protocol agreements; to 
provide that a party to a vaccine protocol agreement shall not delegate his or 
her authority; to limit the number of vaccine protocol agreements into which a 
physician may enter at any one time; to prohibit certain entities from entering 
into vaccine protocol agreements; to provide for rules and regulations; to 
provide for limited liability; to provide for applicability; to provide for 
statutory construction; to provide for related matters; to repeal conflicting 
laws; and for other purposes.  
 

SB 355. By Senators Unterman of the 45th and Rogers of the 21st: 
 
A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Code Section 19-7-5 of the Official 
Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to reporting of child abuse, so as expand 
mandatory reporting requirements; to provide for procedure; to provide for an 
exception; to provide for related matters; to repeal conflicting laws; and for 
other purposes.  
 

SB 373. By Senators Mullis of the 53rd, Jackson of the 24th, Unterman of the 45th, 
Hill of the 32nd, Stoner of the 6th and others: 
 
A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Code Section 36-60-25 of the Official 
Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to certificates of public necessity and 
convenience and medallions for vehicles for hire, so as to provide for 
authority to operate vehicles for hire equipped to transport passengers in 
wheelchairs throughout the state; to provide for an exemption from public 
necessity and convenience and medallions requirements for vehicles for hire 
equipped to transport passengers in wheelchairs; to provide for the authority 
of county and municipal corporations to create distinctive decals to identify 
vehicles for hire equipped to transport passengers in wheelchairs; to provide 
for requirements for classification as a vehicle for hire equipped to transport 
passengers in wheelchairs; to provide for related matters; to repeal conflicting 
laws; and for other purposes.   
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SB 386. By Senators Grant of the 25th and Unterman of the 45th: 
 
A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Code Section 43-34-25 of the Official 
Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to delegation of certain medical acts to 
advanced practice registered nurses, so as to revise provisions relating to the 
delegation of authority to order radiographic imaging tests; to provide for 
related matters; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.  
 

SB 407. By Senators Unterman of the 45th, Chance of the 16th and Miller of the 49th: 
 
A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Title 31 of the Official Code of 
Georgia Annotated, relating to health, so as to repeal the creation of the Health 
Strategies Council and the Clinical Laboratory, Blood Bank, and Tissue Bank 
Committee; to correct a cross-reference; to provide for related matters; to 
repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.  
 

SB 410. By Senators Williams of the 19th, Mullis of the 53rd, Rogers of the 21st, 
Jeffares of the 17th, Heath of the 31st and others: 
 
A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Part 3 of Article 2 of Chapter 14 of 
Title 20 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to an 
accountability assessment for K-12 education, so as to provide for annual 
indicators of the quality of learning by students, financial efficiency, and 
school climate for individual schools and for school systems; to provide for 
individual school and school system numerical score ratings based on student 
achievement, achievement gap closure, and student progress; to require that a 
letter grade be assigned to each school and school system and included on 
school and school system report cards; to revise provisions relating to awards 
and interventions; to provide for related matters; to repeal conflicting laws; 
and for other purposes.  
 

SB 414. By Senators Unterman of the 45th, Albers of the 56th and Millar of the 40th: 
 
A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Title 43 of the Official Code of 
Georgia Annotated, relating to professions and businesses, so as to require 
licensure of music therapists by the Secretary of State; to provide for 
definitions; to provide for establishment, appointment, and membership of the 
music therapy advisory group; to provide for licensure application and 
qualifications; to provide for license renewal; to provide for waiver of 
examination; to provide for disciplinary actions; to provide for related matters; 
to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes. 
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SB 416. By Senators Carter of the 1st, Bethel of the 54th and Golden of the 8th: 
 
A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Chapter 64 of Title 33 of the Official 
Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to regulation and licensure of pharmacy 
benefits managers, so as to authorize the Department of Insurance to develop 
exchange standards regarding electronic prior authorization drug requests with 
health care providers; to provide a definition; to provide that facsimiles are not 
electronic submissions; to provide for standards consistent with the National 
Council of Prescription Drug Programs; to provide clinical workflow decision 
support of physician providers; to provide transmission security; to provide for 
related matters; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.   
 

SB 428. By Senators Tolleson of the 20th, Chance of the 16th, Rogers of the 21st, 
Millar of the 40th, Davis of the 22nd and others: 
 
A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Article 1 of Chapter 13 of Title 50 of 
the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to general provisions relative 
to administrative procedure, so as to provide for agency reports regarding 
federal government mandates and duplicate state and federal regulation; to 
repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.  
 

SB 431. By Senators Hill of the 32nd and Loudermilk of the 52nd: 
 
A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Chapter 9 of Title 16 of the Official 
Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to forgery and fraudulent practices, so as 
to add medical identity fraud to the provisions relating to identity fraud; to 
provide for definitions; to provide for related matters; to repeal conflicting 
laws; and for other purposes.  
 

SB 458. By Senators Loudermilk of the 52nd, Rogers of the 21st, Hill of the 32nd and 
Albers of the 56th: 
 
A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Chapter 36 of Title 50 of the Official 
Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to the verification of lawful presence 
within the United States, so as to modify provisions relating to verification 
requirements, procedures, and conditions for applicants for public benefits; to 
modify the definition of a secure and verifiable document; to modify 
provisions relating to the Immigration Enforcement Review Board; to provide 
for related matters; to provide for an effective date; to repeal conflicting laws; 
and for other purposes.  
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SB 464. By Senators Ligon, Jr. of the 3rd and Jackson of the 2nd: 
 
A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Part 2 of Article 4 of Chapter 4 of Title 
27 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to crabs, so as to limit 
the number of commercial crabbing licenses issued; to provide for the 
requirement of a court document when transferring a commercial crabbing 
licenses upon a death; to provide for the sale of commercial crabbing licenses 
in certain instances; to provide for specific penalties for the unlawful taking of 
crabs from the traps of another; to provide for related matters; to repeal 
conflicting laws; and for other purposes.  
 

SB 470. By Senator Goggans of the 7th: 
 
A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Chapter 1B of Title 43 of the Official 
Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to patient self-referral, so as to revise the 
definition of "rural area"; to provide for related matters; to repeal conflicting 
laws; and for other purposes.  
 

SB 477. By Senators Sims of the 12th, Stoner of the 6th, Henson of the 41st and Hooks 
of the 14th: 
 
A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend an Act to create a board of elections 
and registration for Baker County and provide for its powers and duties, 
approved May 6, 2009 (Ga. L. 2009, p. 3716), so as to reconstitute and change 
the composition of the board and the selection and appointment of its 
members; to provide for related matters; to provide for submission for 
preclearance under Section 5 of the federal Voting Rights Act of 1965, as 
amended; to provide for effective date; to repeal conflicting laws; and for 
other purposes.  
 

SB 483. By Senators Mullis of the 53rd, Rogers of the 21st, Chance of the 16th, 
Golden of the 8th, Unterman of the 45th and others: 
 
A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Article 1 of Chapter 2 of Title 46 of the 
Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to organization and members of 
the Public Service Commission, so as to change the term and manner of the 
election of the chairperson of the Public Service Commission; to provide for 
an effective date; to provide for related matters; to repeal conflicting laws; and 
for other purposes.  
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HB 790. By Representatives McBrayer of the 153rd and Roberts of the 154th: 
 
A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend an Act creating the Tift County Board 
of Education, approved March 31, 1971 (Ga. L. 1971, p. 2722), as amended, 
particularly by an Act approved May 10, 2002 (Ga. L. 2002, p. 5720), so as to 
change the description of the education districts; to define certain terms; to 
provide for submission of this Act for preclearance under the federal Voting 
Rights Act of 1965, as amended; to provide for effective dates; to repeal 
conflicting laws; and for other purposes.  
 

HB 791. By Representatives McBrayer of the 153rd and Roberts of the 154th: 
 
A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend an Act creating the Board of 
Commissioners of Tift County, approved August 9, 1917 (Ga. L. 1917, p. 
396), as amended, particularly by an Act approved May 10, 2002 (Ga. L. 
2002, p. 5712), so as to reapportion the commissioner districts; to define 
certain terms; to provide for submission of this Act for preclearance under the 
federal Voting Rights Act of 1965, as amended; to provide for effective dates; 
to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.  
 

HB 904. By Representatives Dickey of the 136th and Holmes of the 125th: 
 
A BILL to be entitled an Act to provide that future elections for the office of 
judge of the Probate Court of Monroe County shall be nonpartisan elections; 
to provide for submission of this Act for preclearance under the federal Voting 
Rights Act of 1965, as amended; to provide for related matters; to repeal 
conflicting laws; and for other purposes.  
 

HB 941. By Representatives O`Neal of the 146th, Talton of the 145th, Harden of the 
147th and Dickey of the 136th: 
 
A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend an Act reconstituting the Board of 
Education of Houston County, approved March 31, 1994 (Ga. L. 1994, p. 
4435), as amended, particularly by an Act approved May 1, 2002 (Ga. L. 
2002, p. 5590), so as to change the description of the education districts; to 
provide definitions and inclusions; to provide for the continuance in office for 
current members; to provide for the submission of this Act pursuant to Section 
5 of the federal Voting Rights Act of 1965, as amended; to provide for related 
matters; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.  
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HB 973. By Representatives Stephens of the 164th and Tankersley of the 158th: 
 
A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend an Act providing for the election of 
members of the Board of Commissioners of Bryan County, approved April 12, 
1982 (Ga. L. 1982, p. 4270), as amended, so as to reconstitute the board of 
commissioners; to change the description of the commissioner districts; to 
provide for definitions and inclusions; to provide for continuation in office of 
current members; to provide for submission of this Act for approval under the 
federal Voting Rights Act of 1965, as amended; to provide for effective dates; 
to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.  
 

HB 1002. By Representatives Roberts of the 154th and Pruett of the 144th: 
 
A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend an Act creating a Board of 
Commissioners of Ben Hill County, approved August 15, 1914 (Ga. L. 1914, 
p. 232), as amended, particularly by an Act approved May 1, 2002 (Ga. L. 
2002, p. 5165), so as to change the description of the commissioner districts; 
to reassign district numbers; to provide for definitions and inclusions; to 
provide for continuation in office for current members; to provide for the 
submission of this Act for preclearance pursuant to Section 5 of the federal 
Voting Rights Act of 1965, as amended; to provide for related matters; to 
repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.  
 

HB 1003. By Representative Roberts of the 154th: 
 
A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend an Act to reconstitute the Board of 
Commissioners of Telfair County, approved June 3, 2003 (Ga. L. 2003, p. 
3992), so as to change the description of the commissioner districts; to provide 
for definitions and inclusions; to provide for the continuation in office of 
current members; to provide for the submission of this Act for preclearance 
pursuant to Section 5 of the federal Voting Rights Act of 1965, as amended; to 
provide for related matters; to repeal a certain Act; to repeal conflicting laws; 
and for other purposes.  
 

HB 1011. By Representatives Heard of the 114th, McKillip of the 115th and Williams of 
the 113th: 
 
A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend an Act providing for the merger of the 
existing independent school system of the mayor and council of the City of 
Athens and the existing school system in the County of Clarke, approved 
March 7, 1955 (Ga. L. 1955, p. 3057), as amended, particularly by an Act 
approved April 25, 2002 (Ga. L. 2002, p. 4340), so as to change the 
composition of the board of education and the districts from which members 
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are elected; to provide for definitions and inclusions; to provide for the 
election of members and terms of office; to provide for related matters; to 
provide for submission for preclearance under Section 5 of the federal Voting 
Rights Act of 1965, as amended; to provide for an effective date; to repeal 
conflicting laws; and for other purposes.  
 

HB 1012. By Representative Benton of the 31st: 
 
A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend an Act providing a new charter for the 
City of Commerce, approved April 4, 1991 (Ga. L. 1991, p. 4042), as 
amended, particularly by an Act approved May 30, 2003 (Ga. L. 2003, p. 
3926), so as to change the description of the commissioner districts; to provide 
for definitions and inclusions; to provide for continuation in office of current 
members; to provide for the submission of this Act for preclearance under 
Section 5 of the federal Voting Rights Act of 1965, as amended; to provide for 
related matters; to provide for a contingent effective date; to repeal conflicting 
laws; and for other purposes.  
 

HB 1013. By Representatives Benton of the 31st and McCall of the 30th: 
 
A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend an Act to reconstitute the law 
governing the Jackson County School System, approved May 17, 2004 (Ga. L. 
2004, p. 3619), so as to change the description of the education districts; to 
provide for definitions and inclusions; to provide for the continuation in office 
of current members; to provide for the submission of this Act pursuant to 
Section 5 of the federal Voting Rights Act of 1965, as amended; to provide for 
related matters; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.  
 

HB 1028. By Representative Hatchett of the 143rd: 
 
A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend an Act providing the method of 
election of the members to the Board of Education of Laurens County, 
approved March 18, 1986 (Ga. L. 1986, p. 3821), as amended, particularly by 
an Act approved April 18, 2002 (Ga. L. 2002, p. 3950), so as to change the 
description of the education districts; to provide for definitions and inclusions; 
to provide for continuation in office of current members; to provide for 
election and terms of office of subsequent members; to provide for submission 
of this Act for approval under the federal Voting Rights Act of 1965, as 
amended; to provide for effective dates; to repeal conflicting laws; and for 
other purposes.  
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HB 1122. By Representative Dunahoo of the 25th: 
 
A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend an Act to create a new charter for the 
City of Flowery Branch, approved April 11, 1979 (Ga. L. 1979, p. 3404), as 
amended, so as to establish the corporate limits of the City of Flowery Branch; 
to provide for related matters; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other 
purposes.  
 

HB 1129. By Representatives England of the 108th, Benton of the 31st, Dunahoo of the 
25th and Sheldon of the 105th: 
 
A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend an Act creating the Town of Braselton 
Community Improvement District, approved May 29, 2007 (Ga. L. 2007, p. 
4100), so as to allow the district to apply for, receive, administer, or utilize 
grants from federal, state, county, or municipal governments or agencies or 
any other public sources under certain conditions; to provide for an effective 
date; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.  
 

HB 1148. By Representatives Maxwell of the 17th and Cooke of the 18th: 
 
A BILL to be entitled an Act to abolish the office of county treasurer of 
Haralson County; to repeal an Act entitled "An Act to fix the salary of the 
Treasurer of Haralson County," approved August 16, 1915 (Ga. L. 1915, p. 
258); to provide for an effective date; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other 
purposes.  
 

By unanimous consent, the following Bills of the Senate were read the first time and 
referred to the Committees: 

 
SB 257. By Senators Gooch of the 51st and Mullis of the 53rd: 
 

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Article 2 of Chapter 62A of Title 36 
of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to development 
authorities, so as to clarify that development authorities are authorized to 
conduct redevelopment; to modify provisions related to mandatory initial and 
continuing training for directors and members of development authorities; to 
provide for related matters; to provide for an effective date and applicability; 
to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.  

 
 Referred to the Committee on Judiciary. 
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SB 284. By Senator Golden of the 8th: 
 

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Chapter 4 of Title 48 of the Official 
Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to tax sales, so as to provide for 
provisions governing the creation and operation of land banks on and after 
July 1, 2011; to provide a short title and a statement of construction, intent 
and scope; to provide for legislative findings; to define certain terms; to 
provide for the creation, existence, and board membership of land banks; to 
provide for land bank powers, including those powers related to the 
acquisition and disposition of tax delinquent and other properties; to provide 
for public meetings of land banks, for the adoption of rules and regulations to 
address potential conflicts of interest, and for the dissolution of land banks; 
to provide an effective date; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other 
purposes.  

 
 Referred to the Committee on Ways & Means. 
 
SB 288. By Senators Bethel of the 54th, Loudermilk of the 52nd, Carter of the 1st and 

Goggans of the 7th: 
 

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Article 2 of Chapter 34 of Title 43 of 
the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to physicians, so as to 
authorize the administration of vaccines by pharmacists or nurses pursuant to 
vaccine protocol agreements with physicians; to provide for definitions; to 
provide requirements for the content of vaccine protocol agreements; to 
provide that a party to a vaccine protocol agreement shall not delegate his or 
her authority; to limit the number of vaccine protocol agreements into which 
a physician may enter at any one time; to prohibit certain entities from 
entering into vaccine protocol agreements; to provide for rules and 
regulations; to provide for limited liability; to provide for applicability; to 
provide for statutory construction; to provide for related matters; to repeal 
conflicting laws; and for other purposes.  

 
 Referred to the Committee on Health & Human Services. 
 
SB 355. By Senators Unterman of the 45th and Rogers of the 21st: 
 

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Code Section 19-7-5 of the Official 
Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to reporting of child abuse, so as expand 
mandatory reporting requirements; to provide for procedure; to provide for 
an exception; to provide for related matters; to repeal conflicting laws; and 
for other purposes.  
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 Referred to the Committee on Judiciary. 
 
SB 373. By Senators Mullis of the 53rd, Jackson of the 24th, Unterman of the 45th, 

Hill of the 32nd, Stoner of the 6th and others: 
 

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Code Section 36-60-25 of the Official 
Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to certificates of public necessity and 
convenience and medallions for vehicles for hire, so as to provide for 
authority to operate vehicles for hire equipped to transport passengers in 
wheelchairs throughout the state; to provide for an exemption from public 
necessity and convenience and medallions requirements for vehicles for hire 
equipped to transport passengers in wheelchairs; to provide for the authority 
of county and municipal corporations to create distinctive decals to identify 
vehicles for hire equipped to transport passengers in wheelchairs; to provide 
for requirements for classification as a vehicle for hire equipped to transport 
passengers in wheelchairs; to provide for related matters; to repeal 
conflicting laws; and for other purposes.   

 
 Referred to the Committee on Transportation. 
 
SB 386. By Senators Grant of the 25th and Unterman of the 45th: 
 

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Code Section 43-34-25 of the Official 
Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to delegation of certain medical acts to 
advanced practice registered nurses, so as to revise provisions relating to the 
delegation of authority to order radiographic imaging tests; to provide for 
related matters; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.  

 
 Referred to the Committee on Health & Human Services. 
 
SB 407. By Senators Unterman of the 45th, Chance of the 16th and Miller of the 49th: 
 

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Title 31 of the Official Code of 
Georgia Annotated, relating to health, so as to repeal the creation of the 
Health Strategies Council and the Clinical Laboratory, Blood Bank, and 
Tissue Bank Committee; to correct a cross-reference; to provide for related 
matters; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.  

 
 Referred to the Committee on Health & Human Services. 
 
SB 410. By Senators Williams of the 19th, Mullis of the 53rd, Rogers of the 21st, 

Jeffares of the 17th, Heath of the 31st and others: 
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A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Part 3 of Article 2 of Chapter 14 of 
Title 20 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to an 
accountability assessment for K-12 education, so as to provide for annual 
indicators of the quality of learning by students, financial efficiency, and 
school climate for individual schools and for school systems; to provide for 
individual school and school system numerical score ratings based on student 
achievement, achievement gap closure, and student progress; to require that a 
letter grade be assigned to each school and school system and included on 
school and school system report cards; to revise provisions relating to awards 
and interventions; to provide for related matters; to repeal conflicting laws; 
and for other purposes.  

 
 Referred to the Committee on Education. 
 
SB 414. By Senators Unterman of the 45th, Albers of the 56th and Millar of the 40th: 
 

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Title 43 of the Official Code of 
Georgia Annotated, relating to professions and businesses, so as to require 
licensure of music therapists by the Secretary of State; to provide for 
definitions; to provide for establishment, appointment, and membership of 
the music therapy advisory group; to provide for licensure application and 
qualifications; to provide for license renewal; to provide for waiver of 
examination; to provide for disciplinary actions; to provide for related 
matters; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes. 

 
 Referred to the Committee on Regulated Industries. 
 
SB 416. By Senators Carter of the 1st, Bethel of the 54th and Golden of the 8th: 
 

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Chapter 64 of Title 33 of the Official 
Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to regulation and licensure of pharmacy 
benefits managers, so as to authorize the Department of Insurance to develop 
exchange standards regarding electronic prior authorization drug requests 
with health care providers; to provide a definition; to provide that facsimiles 
are not electronic submissions; to provide for standards consistent with the 
National Council of Prescription Drug Programs; to provide clinical 
workflow decision support of physician providers; to provide transmission 
security; to provide for related matters; to repeal conflicting laws; and for 
other purposes.   

 
 Referred to the Committee on Insurance. 
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SB 428. By Senators Tolleson of the 20th, Chance of the 16th, Rogers of the 21st, 
Millar of the 40th, Davis of the 22nd and others: 

 
A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Article 1 of Chapter 13 of Title 50 of 
the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to general provisions 
relative to administrative procedure, so as to provide for agency reports 
regarding federal government mandates and duplicate state and federal 
regulation; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.  

 
 Referred to the Committee on Governmental Affairs. 
 
SB 431. By Senators Hill of the 32nd and Loudermilk of the 52nd: 
 

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Chapter 9 of Title 16 of the Official 
Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to forgery and fraudulent practices, so 
as to add medical identity fraud to the provisions relating to identity fraud; to 
provide for definitions; to provide for related matters; to repeal conflicting 
laws; and for other purposes.  

 
 Referred to the Committee on Judiciary Non-Civil. 
 
SB 458. By Senators Loudermilk of the 52nd, Rogers of the 21st, Hill of the 32nd and 

Albers of the 56th: 
 

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Chapter 36 of Title 50 of the Official 
Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to the verification of lawful presence 
within the United States, so as to modify provisions relating to verification 
requirements, procedures, and conditions for applicants for public benefits; to 
modify the definition of a secure and verifiable document; to modify 
provisions relating to the Immigration Enforcement Review Board; to 
provide for related matters; to provide for an effective date; to repeal 
conflicting laws; and for other purposes.  

 
 Referred to the Committee on Judiciary Non-Civil. 
 
SB 464. By Senators Ligon, Jr. of the 3rd and Jackson of the 2nd: 
 

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Part 2 of Article 4 of Chapter 4 of 
Title 27 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to crabs, so as to 
limit the number of commercial crabbing licenses issued; to provide for the 
requirement of a court document when transferring a commercial crabbing 
licenses upon a death; to provide for the sale of commercial crabbing licenses 
in certain instances; to provide for specific penalties for the unlawful taking 
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of crabs from the traps of another; to provide for related matters; to repeal 
conflicting laws; and for other purposes.  

 
 Referred to the Committee on Game, Fish, & Parks. 
 
SB 470. By Senator Goggans of the 7th: 
 

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Chapter 1B of Title 43 of the Official 
Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to patient self-referral, so as to revise 
the definition of "rural area"; to provide for related matters; to repeal 
conflicting laws; and for other purposes.  

 
 Referred to the Committee on Health & Human Services. 
 
SB 477. By Senators Sims of the 12th, Stoner of the 6th, Henson of the 41st and 

Hooks of the 14th: 
 

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend an Act to create a board of elections 
and registration for Baker County and provide for its powers and duties, 
approved May 6, 2009 (Ga. L. 2009, p. 3716), so as to reconstitute and 
change the composition of the board and the selection and appointment of its 
members; to provide for related matters; to provide for submission for 
preclearance under Section 5 of the federal Voting Rights Act of 1965, as 
amended; to provide for effective date; to repeal conflicting laws; and for 
other purposes.  

 
 Referred to the Committee on Intragovernmental Coordination - Local. 
 
SB 483. By Senators Mullis of the 53rd, Rogers of the 21st, Chance of the 16th, 

Golden of the 8th, Unterman of the 45th and others: 
 

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Article 1 of Chapter 2 of Title 46 of 
the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to organization and 
members of the Public Service Commission, so as to change the term and 
manner of the election of the chairperson of the Public Service Commission; 
to provide for an effective date; to provide for related matters; to repeal 
conflicting laws; and for other purposes.  

 
 Referred to the Committee on Governmental Affairs. 
 

Representative Houston of the 170th moved that the House reconsider its action in 
failing to give the requisite constitutional majority to the following Bill of the House: 
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HB 717. By Representatives Houston of the 170th, Carter of the 175th, Purcell of the 
159th, Meadows of the 5th and Drenner of the 86th: 
 
A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Article 2 of Chapter 8 of Title 4 of the 
Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to dangerous dog control, so as 
to provide for criminal penalties for certain owners who fail to secure their 
dog resulting in the dog inflicting severe injury or death on a human being; to 
provide for related matters; to provide for an effective date and applicability; 
to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.  

 
On the motion, the roll call was ordered and the vote was as follows: 

 
    Abdul-Salaam 
N Abrams 
Y Allison 
    Amerson 
Y Anderson 
Y Ashe 
Y Atwood 
Y Baker 
Y Battles 
E Beasley-Teague 
N Bell 
    Benfield 
Y Benton 
Y Beverly 
Y Black 
Y Braddock 
Y Brockway 
Y Brooks 
E Bruce 
N Bryant 
    Buckner 
Y Burns 
Y Byrd 
Y Carson 
Y Carter 
    Casas 
Y Channell 
Y Cheokas 
Y Clark, J 
Y Clark, V 
Y Coleman 
Y Collins 
Y Cooke 
Y Coomer 
Y Cooper 
N Crawford 

Y Davis 
Y Dawkins-Haigler 
Y Dempsey 
N Dickerson 
Y Dickey 
Y Dickson 
    Dobbs 
Y Dollar 
E Drenner 
Y Dudgeon 
Y Dukes 
Y Dunahoo 
Y Dutton 
    Ehrhart 
Y England 
    Epps, C 
Y Epps, J 
E Evans 
E Floyd 
    Fludd 
N Frazier 
N Fullerton 
    Gardner 
Y Geisinger 
Y Golick 
Y Gordon 
Y Greene 
Y Hamilton 
Y Hanner 
    Harbin 
Y Harden, B 
Y Harden, M 
Y Harrell 
Y Hatchett 
N Hatfield 
Y Heard 

    Heckstall 
Y Hembree 
E Henson 
Y Hightower 
Y Hill 
Y Holcomb 
Y Holmes 
Y Holt 
Y Horne 
Y Houston 
N Howard 
    Hudson 
N Hugley 
    Jackson 
Y Jacobs 
N James 
Y Jasperse 
Y Jerguson 
Y Johnson 
Y Jones, J 
N Jones, S 
    Jordan 
N Kaiser 
Y Kendrick 
    Kidd 
Y Knight 
Y Lane 
Y Lindsey 
Y Long 
Y Maddox, B 
Y Maddox, G 
Y Manning 
N Marin 
Y Martin 
Y Maxwell 
N Mayo 

Y McBrayer 
Y McCall 
Y McKillip 
Y Meadows 
N Mitchell 
    Morgan 
    Morris 
N Mosby 
Y Murphy 
    Neal, J 
E Neal, Y 
Y Nimmer 
Y Nix 
Y Oliver 
Y O'Neal 
Y Pak 
Y Parent 
Y Parrish 
Y Parsons 
Y Peake 
    Powell, A 
Y Powell, J 
Y Pruett 
Y Purcell 
Y Ramsey 
    Randall 
Y Reece 
Y Rice 
Y Riley 
Y Roberts 
Y Rogers, C 
Y Rogers, T 
Y Rynders 
E Scott, M 
N Scott, S 
Y Setzler 

Y Shaw 
E Sheldon 
Y Sims, B 
E Sims, C 
    Smith, E 
Y Smith, K 
Y Smith, L 
Y Smith, R 
E Smith, T  
Y Smyre 
Y Spencer 
Y Stephens, M 
Y Stephens, R 
    Stephenson 
Y Talton 
Y Tankersley 
Y Taylor, D 
N Taylor, R 
Y Taylor, T 
Y Teasley 
N Thomas 
    VACANT 
N Waites 
Y Watson 
Y Welch 
    Weldon 
N Wilkerson 
Y Wilkinson 
Y Willard 
N Williams, A 
Y Williams, C 
N Williams, E 
Y Williams, R 
Y Williamson 
Y Yates 
    Ralston, Speaker 

   
On the motion, the ayes were 119, nays 24. 
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The motion prevailed. 
 

 The following members were recognized during the period of Morning Orders and 
addressed the House: 
 

Representatives Dudgeon of the 24th, Peake of the 137th, Smyre of the 132nd, and 
Dawkins-Haigler of the 93rd. 
 

Pursuant to HR 1566, the House recognized and commended the 33rd anniversary of 
the designation of "Georgia On My Mind" as the official song of Georgia and invited 
Sheila Raye Charles and her siblings to be recognized by the House of Representatives.  

 
By order of the Committee on Rules, the following Bill of the House was withdrawn 

from the General Calendar and recommitted to the Committee on Ways & Means: 
 
HB 1027. By Representatives Stephens of the 164th, Parrish of the 156th, Carter of the 

175th, Hatchett of the 143rd and Dollar of the 45th: 
 

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Title 48 of the Official Code of 
Georgia Annotated, relating to revenue and taxation, so as to change certain 
provisions relating to the tax credit for film or video production in Georgia; 
to change certain provisions relating to the exemptions from sales and use tax 
for film producers and film production companies; to provide for related 
matters; to provide for an effective date and applicability; to repeal 
conflicting laws; and for other purposes.  

      
 The following Resolution of the House, favorably reported by the Committee on 
Rules, was read and adopted: 
 
HR 1566. By Representatives Dukes of the 150th, Heard of the 114th, Smyre of the 

132nd, Randall of the 138th, Fullerton of the 151st and others: 
 

A RESOLUTION recognizing and commending the 33rd anniversary of the 
designation of "Georgia On My Mind" as the official song of Georgia and 
inviting Sheila Raye Charles and her siblings to be recognized by the House 
of Representatives; and for other purposes.  
 

 Under the general order of business, established by the Committee on Rules, the 
following Bills of the House were taken up for consideration and read the third time: 
 
HB 1178. By Representatives Dickson of the 6th, England of the 108th and Coleman of 

the 97th: 
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A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Code Section 28-5-42 of the Official 
Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to introduction of bills having 
significant impact upon anticipated revenues or expenditures and furnishing 
of fiscal notes, so as to require a ten-year projection of costs for bills which 
would create a new program or funding category and which would have a 
significant impact upon anticipated revenues or expenditures of the 
Department of Education; to provide for related matters; to repeal conflicting 
laws; and for other purposes. 
 

 The report of the Committee, which was favorable to the passage of the Bill, was 
agreed to. 
 
 On the passage of the Bill, the roll call was ordered and the vote was as follows: 
 
    Abdul-Salaam 
Y Abrams 
Y Allison 
Y Amerson 
    Anderson 
Y Ashe 
Y Atwood 
Y Baker 
Y Battles 
E Beasley-Teague 
Y Bell 
    Benfield 
Y Benton 
E Beverly 
Y Black 
Y Braddock 
    Brockway 
Y Brooks 
E Bruce 
Y Bryant 
Y Buckner 
Y Burns 
Y Byrd 
Y Carson 
Y Carter 
    Casas 
Y Channell 
Y Cheokas 
    Clark, J 
Y Clark, V 
Y Coleman 
    Collins 
Y Cooke 
E Coomer 
Y Cooper 
Y Crawford 

Y Davis 
Y Dawkins-Haigler 
Y Dempsey 
Y Dickerson 
Y Dickey 
Y Dickson 
Y Dobbs 
Y Dollar 
E Drenner 
Y Dudgeon 
Y Dukes 
Y Dunahoo 
Y Dutton 
Y Ehrhart 
Y England 
    Epps, C 
Y Epps, J 
E Evans 
E Floyd 
Y Fludd 
Y Frazier 
Y Fullerton 
Y Gardner 
Y Geisinger 
Y Golick 
    Gordon 
Y Greene 
Y Hamilton 
Y Hanner 
E Harbin 
Y Harden, B 
Y Harden, M 
Y Harrell 
Y Hatchett 
Y Hatfield 
Y Heard 

    Heckstall 
Y Hembree 
E Henson 
Y Hightower 
Y Hill 
Y Holcomb 
Y Holmes 
Y Holt 
Y Horne 
Y Houston 
Y Howard 
    Hudson 
Y Hugley 
    Jackson 
Y Jacobs 
Y James 
Y Jasperse 
Y Jerguson 
Y Johnson 
Y Jones, J 
Y Jones, S 
    Jordan 
Y Kaiser 
Y Kendrick 
Y Kidd 
Y Knight 
Y Lane 
Y Lindsey 
Y Long 
Y Maddox, B 
Y Maddox, G 
Y Manning 
Y Marin 
    Martin 
Y Maxwell 
Y Mayo 

Y McBrayer 
Y McCall 
Y McKillip 
Y Meadows 
Y Mitchell 
    Morgan 
    Morris 
Y Mosby 
Y Murphy 
Y Neal, J 
E Neal, Y 
    Nimmer 
Y Nix 
Y Oliver 
Y O'Neal 
Y Pak 
Y Parent 
Y Parrish 
Y Parsons 
Y Peake 
N Powell, A 
Y Powell, J 
Y Pruett 
Y Purcell 
Y Ramsey 
    Randall 
Y Reece 
Y Rice 
Y Riley 
Y Roberts 
Y Rogers, C 
Y Rogers, T 
Y Rynders 
E Scott, M 
Y Scott, S 
Y Setzler 

Y Shaw 
E Sheldon 
Y Sims, B 
Y Sims, C 
Y Smith, E 
Y Smith, K 
Y Smith, L 
Y Smith, R 
Y Smith, T 
Y Smyre 
Y Spencer 
Y Stephens, M 
Y Stephens, R 
E Stephenson  
Y Talton 
Y Tankersley 
Y Taylor, D 
Y Taylor, R 
Y Taylor, T 
Y Teasley 
Y Thomas 
    VACANT 
Y Waites 
Y Watson 
Y Welch 
    Weldon 
Y Wilkerson 
Y Wilkinson 
Y Willard 
Y Williams, A 
Y Williams, C 
Y Williams, E 
Y Williams, R 
Y Williamson 
Y Yates 
    Ralston, Speaker 
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 On the passage of the Bill, the ayes were 145, nays 1. 
 
 The Bill, having received the requisite constitutional majority, was passed. 
 
 Representatives Brockway of the 101st and Jackson of the 142nd stated that they had 
been called from the floor of the House during the preceding roll call.  They wished to be 
recorded as voting "aye" thereon. 
 
 Representative Powell of the 29th stated that he inadvertently voted "aye" on the 
preceding roll call.  He wished to be recorded as voting "nay" thereon. 
   
HB 1067. By Representatives Rogers of the 26th, Smith of the 131st and Lindsey of the 

54th: 
 

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Code Section 33-23-12 of the Official 
Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to the limited licenses for insurance 
agents, agencies, subagents, counselors, and adjustors, so as to provide for 
the comprehensive revision of provisions regarding the issuance and 
regulation of limited licenses to sell portable electronics insurance; to provide 
for related matters; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.  
 

 The following Committee substitute was read and adopted: 
 

A BILL TO BE ENTITLED 
AN ACT 

 
To amend Code Section 33-23-12 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to 
the limited licenses for insurance agents, agencies, subagents, counselors, and adjustors, 
so as to provide for the comprehensive revision of provisions regarding the issuance and 
regulation of limited licenses to sell portable electronics insurance; to provide for related 
matters; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes. 
 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF GEORGIA: 
 

SECTION 1. 
Code Section 33-23-12 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to limited 
licenses for insurance agents, agencies, subagents, counselors, and adjustors, is amended 
by revising subsection (a) as follows: 

"(a)  Except as provided in subsection (b) of this Code section for credit insurance 
licenses, subsection (c) of this Code section for rental companies, and subsection (d) of 
this Code section for communications equipment portable electronics, the 
Commissioner may provide by rule or regulation for licenses which are limited in scope 
to specific lines or sublines of insurance." 
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SECTION 2. 
Said Code section is further amended by revising subsection (d) as follows: 

"(d)(1)  As used in this subsection, the term: 
(A) 'Customer' means a person who purchases portable electronics or services. 
(B)  'Enrolled customer' means a customer who elects coverage under a portable 
electronics insurance policy issued to a vendor of portable electronics. 
(C)  'Location' means any physical location in the State of Georgia or any website, 
call center site, or similar location directed to residents of the State of Georgia. 
(D)  'Portable electronics' 'communications equipment' means handsets, pagers, 
personal digital assistants, portable computers, automatic answering devices, 
cellular telephones, batteries, and other similar devices or and their accessories used 
to originate or receive communications signals or service for individual customer 
use only and includes services related to the use of such devices, including, but not 
limited to, individual customer access to a wireless network. 
(E)  'Portable electronics insurance' means insurance providing coverage for the 
repair or replacement of portable electronics which may provide coverage for 
portable electronics against any one or more of the following causes of loss:  loss, 
theft, inoperability due to mechanical failure, malfunction, damage, or other similar 
causes of loss.  Such term shall not include a service contract or extended warranty 
providing coverage limited to the repair, replacement, or maintenance of property in 
cases of operational or structural failure due to a defect in materials, workmanship, 
accidental damage from handling power surges, or normal wear and tear. 
(F)  'Portable electronics transaction' means the sale or lease of portable electronics 
by a vendor to a customer or the sale of a service related to the use of portable 
electronics by a vendor to a customer. 
(G)  'Supervising entity' means a business entity that is a licensed insurer, or 
insurance producer that is authorized by licensed insurer, to supervise the 
administration of a portable electronics insurance program. 
(H)  'Vendor' means a person in the business of engaging in portable electronics 
transactions directly or indirectly. 

(2)  The Commissioner may issue to a retail vendor of communications equipment 
portable electronics that has complied with the requirements of this subsection a 
limited license authorizing the limited licensee to offer or sell insurance policies 
covering only the loss, theft, mechanical failure, or malfunction of or damage to 
communications equipment portable electronics insurance policies. 
(3)  A limited license issued under this subsection shall authorize any employee or 
authorized representative of the vendor to sell or offer coverage under a policy of 
portable electronics insurance to customers at each location where the vendor engages 
in portable electronics transactions. 
(4)  The supervising entity shall maintain a registry of vendor locations are authorized 
to sell or solicit portable electronics insurance coverage in this state.  Upon request by 
the director and with ten days notice to the supervising entity, the registry shall be 
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open to inspection and examination by the director during regular business hours of 
the supervising entity. 
(3)(5)  The sale of such insurance policies shall be limited to sales in connection with 
the sale of or provision of service for communications equipment portable electronics 
by the retail vendor. 
(6)  At every location where portable electronics insurance is offered to customers, 
brochures or other written materials shall be made available to a prospective customer 
which: 

(A)  State that the enrollment by the customer in a portable electronics insurance 
program is not required in order to purchase or lease portable electronics or 
services; 
(B)  Summarize the material terms of the insurance coverage, including: 

(i)  The identity of the insurer; 
(ii)  The identity of the supervising entity; 
(iii)  The amount of any applicable deductible and how it is to be paid; 
(iv)  Benefits of the coverage; and 
(v)  Key terms and conditions of coverage such as whether portable electronics 
may be repaired or replaced with a similar make and model or with reconditioned 
or nonoriginal manufacturer parts or equipment; 

(C)  Summarize the process for filing a claim, including a description of how to 
return portable electronics and the maximum fee applicable in the event the 
customer fails to comply with any equipment return requirements; and 
(D)  State that an enrolled customer may cancel enrollment for coverage under a 
portable electronics insurance policy at any time and the person paying the premium 
shall receive a refund of any applicable unearned premium. 

(7)  Portable electronics insurance may be offered on a month-to-month or other 
periodic basis as a group or master commercial inland marine policy issued to a 
vendor of portable electronics for its enrolled customers.  Coverage under portable 
electronics insurance shall be primary to any other insurance. 
(8)  Eligibility and underwriting standards for customers electing to enroll in coverage 
shall be established for each portable electronics insurance program. 
(9)   Notwithstanding any other provision of law, employees or authorized 
representatives of a vendor of portable electronics shall not be compensated based 
primarily on the number of customers enrolled for portable electronics insurance 
coverage but may receive compensation for activities under the limited license which 
are incidental to their overall compensation. 
(10)  The charges for portable electronics insurance coverage may be billed and 
collected by the vendor of portable electronics.  Any charge to the enrolled customer 
for coverage that is not included in the cost associated with the purchase or lease of 
portable electronics or related services, shall be separately itemized on the enrolled 
customer's bill.  If the portable electronics insurance coverage is included with the 
purchase or lease of portable electronics or related services, the vendor shall clearly 
and conspicuously disclose to the enrolled customer that the portable electronics 
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insurance coverage is included with the portable electronics or related services.  
Vendors billing and collecting such charges shall not be required to maintain such 
funds in a segregated account, provided that the vendor is authorized by the insurer to 
hold such funds in an alternative manner and remits such amounts to the supervising 
entity within 60 days of receipt.  All funds received by a vendor from an enrolled 
customer for the sale of portable electronics insurance shall be considered funds held 
in trust by the vendor in a fiduciary capacity for the benefit of the insurer.  Vendors 
may receive compensation for billing and collection services. 
(4)(11)  As a prerequisite for issuance of a limited license under this subsection, there 
shall be filed with the Commissioner an application for such limited license or 
licenses in a form and manner prescribed by the Commissioner.  The application shall 
provide: 

(A) The name, residence address, and other information required by the 
Commissioner of an employee or officer of the vendor that is designated by the 
applicant as the person responsible for the vendor's compliance with the 
requirements of this subsection; 
(B)  If the vendor derives more than 50 percent of its revenue from the sale of 
portable electronics insurance, the information required by subparagraph (A) of this 
paragraph for all officers, directors, and shareholders of record having beneficial 
ownership of 10 percent or more of any class of securities registered under the 
federal securities law; and 
(C)  The location of the applicant's home office. 

(12)  The employees and authorized representatives of vendors may sell or offer 
portable electronics insurance to customers and shall not be subject to licensure as an 
insurance producer under this Code section, provided that the supervising entity 
supervises the administration of (5)  Each retail vendor licensed pursuant to this 
subsection shall provide a training program in which employees and authorized 
representatives of such retail a vendor shall be trained by a licensed instructor and 
receive basic insurance instruction about the kind of coverage authorized in this 
subsection and offered for purchase by prospective purchasers of communications 
equipment or service.  The training required by this subsection may be provided in 
electronic form.  However, if provided in electronic form, the supervising entity shall 
implement a supplemental education program regarding the portable electronics 
insurance that is conducted and overseen by a licensed instructor. 
(6)(13)  No prelicensing examination shall be required for issuance of such license. 
(14)  If a vendor or its employee or authorized representative violates any provision of 
this subsection, the commissioner may impose any of the following penalties: 

(A) After notice and hearing, fines not to exceed $500.00 per violation or $5,000.00 
in the aggregate for such conduct; 
(B) After notice and hearing, other penalties that the commissioner deems necessary 
and reasonable to carry out the purpose of this article, including: 
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(i)  Suspending the privilege of transacting portable electronics insurance pursuant 
to this subsection at specific business locations where violations have occurred; 
and 
(ii)  Suspending or revoking the ability of individual employees or authorized 
representatives to act under the license; 

(15)  Notwithstanding any other provision of law: 
(A)  An insurer may terminate or otherwise change the terms and conditions of a 
policy of portable electronics insurance only upon providing the policyholder and 
enrolled customers with at least 60 days notice; 
(B)  If the insurer changes the terms and conditions, then the insurer shall provide 
the vendor with a revised policy or endorsement and each enrolled customer with a 
revised certificate, endorsement, updated brochure, or other evidence indicating a 
change in the terms and conditions has occurred and a summary of material 
changes; 
(C)  Notwithstanding paragraph (15) of subsection (a) of this Code section, an 
insurer may terminate an enrolled customer's enrollment under a portable electronics 
insurance policy upon 15 days notice for discovery of fraud or material 
misrepresentation in obtaining coverage or in the presentation of a claim; 
(D) Notwithstanding paragraph (15) of subsection (a) of this Code section, an 
insurer may immediately terminate an enrolled customer's enrollment under a 
portable electronics insurance policy: 

(i)  For nonpayment of premium; 
(ii)  If the enrolled customer ceases to have an active service with the vendor of 
portable electronics; or 
(iii)  If the enrolled customer exhausts the aggregate limit of liability, if any, under 
the terms of the portable electronics insurance policy and the insurer sends notice 
of termination to the enrolled customer within 30 calendar days after exhaustion of 
the limit.  However, if notice is not timely sent, enrollment shall continue 
notwithstanding the aggregate limit of liability until the insurer sends notice of 
termination to the enrolled customer; and 

(E) Where a portable electronics insurance policy is terminated by a policyholder, 
the vendor shall mail or deliver written notice to each enrolled customer advising 
the enrolled customer of the termination of the policy and the effective date of 
termination. The written notice shall be mailed or delivered to the enrolled customer 
at least 30 days prior to the termination. 

(16)  Whenever notice or correspondence with respect to a policy of portable 
electronics insurance is required pursuant to this subsection or is otherwise required 
by law, it shall be in writing and sent within the notice period, if any, specified within 
the statute or regulation requiring the notice or correspondence.  Notwithstanding any 
other provision of law, notices and correspondence may be sent either by mail or by 
electronic means as set forth in this subparagraph.  If the notice or correspondence is 
mailed, it shall be sent to the vendor of portable electronics at the vendor's mailing 
address specified for such purpose and to its affected enrolled customers' last known 



 WEDNESDAY, MARCH 7, 2012 2195 

mailing addresses on file with the insurer.  The insurer or vendor of portable 
electronics, as the case may be, shall maintain proof of mailing in a form authorized 
or accepted by the United States Postal Service or other commercial mail delivery 
service.  If the notice or correspondence is sent by electronic means, it shall be sent to 
the vendor of portable electronics at the vendor's electronic mail address specified for 
such purpose and to its affected enrolled customers' last known electronic mail 
address as provided by each enrolled customer to the insurer or vendor of portable 
electronics, as the case may be.  For purposes of this paragraph, an enrolled 
customer's provision of an electronic mail address to the insurer or vendor of portable 
electronics, as the case may be, shall be deemed as consent to receive notices and 
correspondence by electronic means.  The insurer or vendor of portable electronics, as 
the case may be, shall maintain proof that the notice or correspondence was sent. 
(17)   Notice or correspondence required by this subsection or otherwise required by 
law may be sent on behalf of an insurer or vendor, as the case may be, by the 
supervising entity appointed by the insurer." 

 
SECTION 3. 

All laws and parts of laws in conflict with this Act are repealed.   
 
 The report of the Committee, which was favorable to the passage of the Bill, by 
substitute, was agreed to. 
 
 On the passage of the Bill, by substitute, the roll call was ordered and the vote was as 
follows: 
 
    Abdul-Salaam 
Y Abrams 
Y Allison 
Y Amerson 
Y Anderson 
Y Ashe 
Y Atwood 
Y Baker 
Y Battles 
E Beasley-Teague 
Y Bell 
    Benfield 
Y Benton 
E Beverly 
Y Black 
Y Braddock 
Y Brockway 
Y Brooks 
E Bruce 
Y Bryant 
Y Buckner 
Y Burns 
Y Byrd 

    Davis 
Y Dawkins-Haigler 
Y Dempsey 
Y Dickerson 
Y Dickey 
Y Dickson 
Y Dobbs 
Y Dollar 
E Drenner 
Y Dudgeon 
Y Dukes 
Y Dunahoo 
Y Dutton 
Y Ehrhart 
Y England 
Y Epps, C 
Y Epps, J 
E Evans 
E Floyd 
Y Fludd 
Y Frazier 
Y Fullerton 
Y Gardner 

    Heckstall 
Y Hembree 
E Henson 
Y Hightower 
Y Hill 
Y Holcomb 
Y Holmes 
Y Holt 
Y Horne 
Y Houston 
Y Howard 
    Hudson 
Y Hugley 
Y Jackson 
Y Jacobs 
Y James 
    Jasperse 
Y Jerguson 
Y Johnson 
Y Jones, J 
Y Jones, S 
    Jordan 
Y Kaiser 

Y McBrayer 
Y McCall 
Y McKillip 
Y Meadows 
Y Mitchell 
Y Morgan 
    Morris 
Y Mosby 
Y Murphy 
Y Neal, J 
E Neal, Y 
Y Nimmer 
Y Nix 
Y Oliver 
    O'Neal 
Y Pak 
Y Parent 
Y Parrish 
Y Parsons 
Y Peake 
Y Powell, A 
Y Powell, J 
Y Pruett 

Y Shaw 
E Sheldon 
Y Sims, B 
    Sims, C 
Y Smith, E 
Y Smith, K 
Y Smith, L 
Y Smith, R 
Y Smith, T 
Y Smyre 
Y Spencer 
Y Stephens, M 
Y Stephens, R 
E Stephenson  
Y Talton 
Y Tankersley 
Y Taylor, D 
Y Taylor, R 
Y Taylor, T 
Y Teasley 
Y Thomas 
    VACANT 
Y Waites 



2196 JOURNAL OF THE HOUSE 

Y Carson 
Y Carter 
    Casas 
Y Channell 
Y Cheokas 
Y Clark, J 
Y Clark, V 
Y Coleman 
Y Collins 
Y Cooke 
E Coomer 
Y Cooper 
Y Crawford 

Y Geisinger 
Y Golick 
Y Gordon 
Y Greene 
Y Hamilton 
Y Hanner 
E Harbin 
Y Harden, B 
Y Harden, M 
Y Harrell 
Y Hatchett 
Y Hatfield 
Y Heard 

Y Kendrick 
Y Kidd 
    Knight 
Y Lane 
Y Lindsey 
Y Long 
Y Maddox, B 
    Maddox, G 
Y Manning 
Y Marin 
Y Martin 
Y Maxwell 
Y Mayo 

Y Purcell 
Y Ramsey 
    Randall 
Y Reece 
Y Rice 
Y Riley 
Y Roberts 
Y Rogers, C 
Y Rogers, T 
Y Rynders 
E Scott, M 
Y Scott, S 
E Setzler 

    Watson 
Y Welch 
Y Weldon 
Y Wilkerson 
Y Wilkinson 
Y Willard 
Y Williams, A 
Y Williams, C 
Y Williams, E 
Y Williams, R 
Y Williamson 
Y Yates 
    Ralston, Speaker 

   
 On the passage of the Bill, by substitute, the ayes were 149, nays 0. 
 
 The Bill, having received the requisite constitutional majority, was passed, by 
substitute. 
 
 Representative Watson of the 163rd stated that he had been called from the floor of 
the House during the preceding roll call.  He wished to be recorded as voting "aye" 
thereon. 
 
HB 1198. By Representatives Meadows of the 5th, Houston of the 170th, Smith of the 

131st, Hembree of the 67th, Coleman of the 97th and others: 
 

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Article 1 of Chapter 7 of Title 19 of 
the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to general provisions for 
parent and child relationships generally, so as to modify provisions relating 
to grandparent visitation rights; to provide for an opportunity to seek 
grandparent visitation in cases where the parent is deceased, incapacitated, or 
incarcerated or otherwise unable to exercise his or her discretion regarding a 
decision to permit grandparent visitation; to provide for related matters; to 
repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.  
 

 The following Committee substitute was read and adopted: 
 

A BILL TO BE ENTITLED 
AN ACT 

 
To amend Article 1 of Chapter 7 of Title 19 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, 
relating to general provisions for parent and child relationships generally, so as to modify 
provisions relating to grandparent visitation rights; to provide for an opportunity to seek 
grandparent visitation in cases where the parent is deceased, incapacitated, or 
incarcerated or otherwise unable to exercise his or her discretion regarding a decision to 
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permit grandparent visitation; to provide for related matters; to repeal conflicting laws; 
and for other purposes. 
 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF GEORGIA: 
 

SECTION 1. 
Article 1 of Chapter 7 of Title 19 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to 
general provisions for parent and child relationships generally, is amended by revising 
Code Section 19-7-3, relating to "grandparent" defined, original actions for visitation 
rights or intervention, revocation or amendment of visitation rights, appointment of 
guardian ad litem, mediation, and hearing, as follows: 

"19-7-3. 
(a)  As used in this Code section, the term 'grandparent' means the parent of a parent of 
a minor child, the parent of a minor child's parent who has died, and the parent of a 
minor child's parent whose parental rights have been terminated. 

(b)(1)  Except as otherwise provided in paragraph (2) of this subsection, any 
grandparent shall have the right to file an original action for visitation rights to a 
minor child or to intervene in and seek to obtain visitation rights in any action in 
which any court in this state shall have before it any question concerning the custody 
of a minor child, a divorce of the parents or a parent of such minor child, a 
termination of the parental rights of either parent of such minor child, or visitation 
rights concerning such minor child or whenever there has been an adoption in which 
the adopted child has been adopted by the child's blood relative or by a stepparent, 
notwithstanding the provisions of Code Section 19-8-19. 
(2)  This subsection shall not authorize an original action where the parents of the 
minor child are not separated and the child is living with both of the parents. 
(c)(1)  Upon the filing of an original action or upon intervention in an existing 
proceeding under subsection (b) of this Code section, the court may grant any 
grandparent of the child reasonable visitation rights if the court finds the health or 
welfare of the child would be harmed unless such visitation is granted, and if the best 
interests of the child would be served by such visitation.  In considering whether the 
health or welfare of the child would be harmed without such visitation, the court shall 
consider and may find that harm to the child is reasonably likely to result where, prior 
to the original action or intervention: 

(A)  The minor child resided with the grandparent for six months or more; 
(B)  The grandparent provided financial support for the basic needs of the child for 
at least one year; 
(C)  There was an established pattern of regular visitation or child care by the 
grandparent with the child; or 
(D)  Any other circumstance exists indicating that emotional or physical harm 
would be reasonably likely to result if such visitation is not granted. 

The court shall make specific written findings of fact in support of its rulings.  There 
shall be no presumption in favor of visitation by any grandparent. 
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(2)  An original action requesting visitation rights shall not be filed by any 
grandparent more than once during any two-year period and shall not be filed during 
any year in which another custody action has been filed concerning the child.  After 
visitation rights have been granted to any grandparent, the legal custodian, guardian of 
the person, or parent of the child may petition the court for revocation or amendment 
of such visitation rights, for good cause shown, which the court, in its discretion, may 
grant or deny; but such a petition shall not be filed more than once in any two-year 
period. 
(3)  While a parent's decision regarding grandparent visitation shall be given 
deference by the court, the parent's decision shall not be conclusive when failure to 
provide grandparent contact would result in emotional harm to the child.  A court may 
presume that a child who is denied any contact with his or her grandparent or who is 
not provided some minimal opportunity for contact with his or her grandparent may 
suffer emotional injury that is harmful to such child's health.  Such presumption shall 
be a rebuttable presumption. 
(4)  In no case shall the granting of visitation rights to a grandparent interfere with a 
child's school or regularly scheduled extracurricular activities.  Visitation time 
awarded to a grandparent shall not be less than 24 hours in any one-month period. 

(d)  Notwithstanding the provisions of subsections (b) and (c) of this Code section, if 
one of the parents of a minor child dies, is incapacitated, or is incarcerated, the court 
may award the parent of the deceased, incapacitated, or incarcerated parent of such 
minor child reasonable visitation to such child during his or her minority if the court in 
its discretion finds that such visitation would be in the best interests of the child.  The 
custodial parent's judgment as to the best interests of the child regarding visitation shall 
be given deference by the court but shall not be conclusive. 
(d)(e)  If the court finds that the grandparent or grandparents can bear the cost without 
unreasonable financial hardship, the court, at the sole expense of the petitioning 
grandparent or grandparents, may: 

(1)  Appoint a guardian ad litem for the minor child; and 
(2)  Assign the issue of visitation rights of a grandparent for mediation. 

(e)(f)  In the event that the court does not order mediation or upon failure of the parties 
to reach an agreement through mediation, the court shall fix a time for the hearing of 
the issue of visitation rights of the grandparent or grandparents. 
(g)  Whether or not visitation is awarded to a grandparent, the court may direct a 
custodial parent, by court order, to notify such grandparent of every performance of the 
minor child to which the public is admitted, including, but not limited to, musical 
concerts, graduations, recitals, and sporting events or games." 

 
SECTION 2. 

All laws and parts of laws in conflict with this Act are repealed.   
 
 The report of the Committee, which was favorable to the passage of the Bill, by 
substitute, was agreed to. 
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 On the passage of the Bill, by substitute, the roll call was ordered and the vote was as 
follows: 
 
    Abdul-Salaam 
Y Abrams 
Y Allison 
Y Amerson 
Y Anderson 
Y Ashe 
Y Atwood 
Y Baker 
Y Battles 
E Beasley-Teague 
Y Bell 
    Benfield 
Y Benton 
E Beverly 
Y Black 
Y Braddock 
Y Brockway 
Y Brooks 
E Bruce 
    Bryant 
Y Buckner 
Y Burns 
Y Byrd 
Y Carson 
Y Carter 
    Casas 
Y Channell 
Y Cheokas 
Y Clark, J 
Y Clark, V 
Y Coleman 
Y Collins 
Y Cooke 
Y Coomer 
Y Cooper 
Y Crawford 

Y Davis 
Y Dawkins-Haigler 
Y Dempsey 
    Dickerson 
Y Dickey 
Y Dickson 
Y Dobbs 
Y Dollar 
E Drenner 
Y Dudgeon 
    Dukes 
Y Dunahoo 
Y Dutton 
    Ehrhart 
Y England 
Y Epps, C 
Y Epps, J 
E Evans 
E Floyd 
Y Fludd 
Y Frazier 
Y Fullerton 
Y Gardner 
Y Geisinger 
Y Golick 
Y Gordon 
Y Greene 
Y Hamilton 
Y Hanner 
E Harbin 
Y Harden, B 
Y Harden, M 
Y Harrell 
Y Hatchett 
Y Hatfield 
Y Heard 

    Heckstall 
Y Hembree 
E Henson 
Y Hightower 
Y Hill 
Y Holcomb 
Y Holmes 
Y Holt 
Y Horne 
Y Houston 
Y Howard 
    Hudson 
Y Hugley 
Y Jackson 
Y Jacobs 
Y James 
Y Jasperse 
Y Jerguson 
Y Johnson 
Y Jones, J 
Y Jones, S 
    Jordan 
Y Kaiser 
Y Kendrick 
Y Kidd 
Y Knight 
Y Lane 
Y Lindsey 
Y Long 
Y Maddox, B 
Y Maddox, G 
    Manning 
Y Marin 
Y Martin 
Y Maxwell 
Y Mayo 

Y McBrayer 
Y McCall 
Y McKillip 
Y Meadows 
Y Mitchell 
Y Morgan 
    Morris 
Y Mosby 
Y Murphy 
Y Neal, J 
Y Neal, Y 
Y Nimmer 
Y Nix 
Y Oliver 
Y O'Neal 
Y Pak 
Y Parent 
Y Parrish 
Y Parsons 
Y Peake 
Y Powell, A 
Y Powell, J 
Y Pruett 
Y Purcell 
Y Ramsey 
Y Randall 
Y Reece 
Y Rice 
Y Riley 
Y Roberts 
Y Rogers, C 
Y Rogers, T 
Y Rynders 
E Scott, M 
Y Scott, S 
E Setzler 

Y Shaw 
E Sheldon 
Y Sims, B 
Y Sims, C 
Y Smith, E 
Y Smith, K 
Y Smith, L 
Y Smith, R 
Y Smith, T 
Y Smyre 
Y Spencer 
Y Stephens, M 
Y Stephens, R 
E Stephenson  
Y Talton 
Y Tankersley 
Y Taylor, D 
Y Taylor, R 
Y Taylor, T 
Y Teasley 
Y Thomas 
    VACANT 
Y Waites 
Y Watson 
Y Welch 
Y Weldon 
Y Wilkerson 
Y Wilkinson 
Y Willard 
Y Williams, A 
Y Williams, C 
Y Williams, E 
Y Williams, R 
Y Williamson 
Y Yates 
    Ralston, Speaker 

   
 On the passage of the Bill, by substitute, the ayes were 154, nays 0. 
 
 The Bill, having received the requisite constitutional majority, was passed, by 
substitute. 
 
HB 1115. By Representatives Dudgeon of the 24th, Parsons of the 42nd and Martin of 

the 47th: 
 

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Article 1 of Chapter 4 of Title 14 and 
Title 46 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to general 
provisions applicable to Secretary of State corporations and public utilities 
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and public transportation, respectively, so as to revise and update certain 
provisions relating to telecommunications; to remove telegraph companies 
from the jurisdiction of the Public Service Commission; to eliminate certain 
provisions relating to telegraph service; to amend various other titles of the 
Official Code of Georgia Annotated, so as to revise cross-references for 
purposes of conformity; to provide for related matters; to repeal conflicting 
laws; and for other purposes.  
 

 The report of the Committee, which was favorable to the passage of the Bill, was 
agreed to. 
 
 On the passage of the Bill, the roll call was ordered and the vote was as follows: 
 
    Abdul-Salaam 
Y Abrams 
Y Allison 
Y Amerson 
Y Anderson 
Y Ashe 
Y Atwood 
Y Baker 
Y Battles 
E Beasley-Teague 
Y Bell 
    Benfield 
Y Benton 
E Beverly 
Y Black 
Y Braddock 
Y Brockway 
Y Brooks 
E Bruce 
Y Bryant 
Y Buckner 
Y Burns 
Y Byrd 
Y Carson 
Y Carter 
    Casas 
Y Channell 
Y Cheokas 
Y Clark, J 
Y Clark, V 
Y Coleman 
Y Collins 
Y Cooke 
Y Coomer 
Y Cooper 
Y Crawford 

Y Davis 
Y Dawkins-Haigler 
Y Dempsey 
Y Dickerson 
Y Dickey 
Y Dickson 
Y Dobbs 
Y Dollar 
E Drenner 
Y Dudgeon 
    Dukes 
Y Dunahoo 
Y Dutton 
Y Ehrhart 
Y England 
Y Epps, C 
Y Epps, J 
E Evans 
E Floyd 
Y Fludd 
Y Frazier 
Y Fullerton 
Y Gardner 
Y Geisinger 
Y Golick 
Y Gordon 
Y Greene 
Y Hamilton 
Y Hanner 
E Harbin 
Y Harden, B 
Y Harden, M 
Y Harrell 
Y Hatchett 
Y Hatfield 
Y Heard 

    Heckstall 
Y Hembree 
E Henson 
Y Hightower 
Y Hill 
    Holcomb 
Y Holmes 
Y Holt 
Y Horne 
Y Houston 
Y Howard 
    Hudson 
Y Hugley 
Y Jackson 
Y Jacobs 
Y James 
Y Jasperse 
Y Jerguson 
Y Johnson 
Y Jones, J 
Y Jones, S 
    Jordan 
Y Kaiser 
Y Kendrick 
Y Kidd 
Y Knight 
Y Lane 
Y Lindsey 
Y Long 
Y Maddox, B 
Y Maddox, G 
Y Manning 
Y Marin 
Y Martin 
Y Maxwell 
Y Mayo 

Y McBrayer 
Y McCall 
Y McKillip 
Y Meadows 
Y Mitchell 
Y Morgan 
    Morris 
Y Mosby 
Y Murphy 
Y Neal, J 
Y Neal, Y 
Y Nimmer 
Y Nix 
Y Oliver 
Y O'Neal 
Y Pak 
Y Parent 
Y Parrish 
Y Parsons 
Y Peake 
Y Powell, A 
Y Powell, J 
Y Pruett 
Y Purcell 
Y Ramsey 
Y Randall 
Y Reece 
Y Rice 
Y Riley 
Y Roberts 
Y Rogers, C 
Y Rogers, T 
Y Rynders 
E Scott, M 
Y Scott, S 
E Setzler 

Y Shaw 
E Sheldon 
Y Sims, B 
Y Sims, C 
Y Smith, E 
Y Smith, K 
Y Smith, L 
Y Smith, R 
Y Smith, T 
Y Smyre 
Y Spencer 
Y Stephens, M 
Y Stephens, R 
E Stephenson 
Y Talton 
Y Tankersley 
Y Taylor, D 
Y Taylor, R 
Y Taylor, T 
E Teasley  
Y Thomas 
    VACANT 
Y Waites 
Y Watson 
Y Welch 
Y Weldon 
Y Wilkerson 
Y Wilkinson 
Y Willard 
Y Williams, A 
Y Williams, C 
Y Williams, E 
Y Williams, R 
Y Williamson 
Y Yates 
    Ralston, Speaker 

   
 On the passage of the Bill, the ayes were 156, nays 0. 
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 The Bill, having received the requisite constitutional majority, was passed. 
 
HB 994. By Representative Lindsey of the 54th: 
 

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Article 1 of Chapter 5 of Title 48 of 
the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to general provisions 
regarding ad valorem taxation of property, so as to extend the preferential 
assessment of brownfield property under certain circumstances; to provide 
for related matters; to provide for an effective date; to repeal conflicting 
laws; and for other purposes.  
 

 The report of the Committee, which was favorable to the passage of the Bill, was 
agreed to. 
 
 On the passage of the Bill, the roll call was ordered and the vote was as follows: 
 
    Abdul-Salaam 
Y Abrams 
Y Allison 
Y Amerson 
Y Anderson 
Y Ashe 
Y Atwood 
Y Baker 
Y Battles 
E Beasley-Teague 
Y Bell 
    Benfield 
Y Benton 
E Beverly 
Y Black 
Y Braddock 
Y Brockway 
Y Brooks 
E Bruce 
Y Bryant 
Y Buckner 
Y Burns 
Y Byrd 
Y Carson 
Y Carter 
    Casas 
Y Channell 
Y Cheokas 
Y Clark, J 
Y Clark, V 
Y Coleman 
Y Collins 
Y Cooke 
Y Coomer 
Y Cooper 
Y Crawford 

Y Davis 
Y Dawkins-Haigler 
Y Dempsey 
Y Dickerson 
Y Dickey 
Y Dickson 
Y Dobbs 
Y Dollar 
E Drenner 
Y Dudgeon 
Y Dukes 
Y Dunahoo 
Y Dutton 
Y Ehrhart 
Y England 
Y Epps, C 
Y Epps, J 
E Evans 
E Floyd 
Y Fludd 
Y Frazier 
Y Fullerton 
Y Gardner 
Y Geisinger 
Y Golick 
Y Gordon 
Y Greene 
Y Hamilton 
Y Hanner 
E Harbin 
Y Harden, B 
Y Harden, M 
Y Harrell 
Y Hatchett 
Y Hatfield 
Y Heard 

    Heckstall 
Y Hembree 
E Henson 
Y Hightower 
Y Hill 
Y Holcomb 
Y Holmes 
Y Holt 
Y Horne 
Y Houston 
Y Howard 
    Hudson 
    Hugley 
Y Jackson 
Y Jacobs 
Y James 
Y Jasperse 
Y Jerguson 
Y Johnson 
Y Jones, J 
Y Jones, S 
    Jordan 
Y Kaiser 
Y Kendrick 
Y Kidd 
Y Knight 
Y Lane 
Y Lindsey 
Y Long 
Y Maddox, B 
Y Maddox, G 
Y Manning 
Y Marin 
Y Martin 
Y Maxwell 
    Mayo 

Y McBrayer 
Y McCall 
Y McKillip 
Y Meadows 
Y Mitchell 
Y Morgan 
    Morris 
Y Mosby 
Y Murphy 
Y Neal, J 
Y Neal, Y 
Y Nimmer 
Y Nix 
Y Oliver 
Y O'Neal 
Y Pak 
Y Parent 
Y Parrish 
Y Parsons 
Y Peake 
Y Powell, A 
Y Powell, J 
Y Pruett 
Y Purcell 
Y Ramsey 
Y Randall 
Y Reece 
Y Rice 
Y Riley 
Y Roberts 
Y Rogers, C 
Y Rogers, T 
Y Rynders 
E Scott, M 
Y Scott, S 
E Setzler 

Y Shaw 
E Sheldon 
Y Sims, B 
Y Sims, C 
Y Smith, E 
Y Smith, K 
Y Smith, L 
Y Smith, R 
Y Smith, T 
Y Smyre 
Y Spencer 
Y Stephens, M 
Y Stephens, R 
Y Stephenson 
Y Talton 
Y Tankersley 
Y Taylor, D 
Y Taylor, R 
Y Taylor, T 
E Teasley  
Y Thomas 
    VACANT 
Y Waites 
Y Watson 
Y Welch 
Y Weldon 
Y Wilkerson 
Y Wilkinson 
Y Willard 
Y Williams, A 
Y Williams, C 
Y Williams, E 
Y Williams, R 
Y Williamson 
Y Yates 
    Ralston, Speaker 
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   On the passage of the Bill, the ayes were 157, nays 0. 
 
 The Bill, having received the requisite constitutional majority, was passed. 
 
HB 844. By Representatives Martin of the 47th, Willard of the 49th, Wilkinson of the 

52nd and Lindsey of the 54th: 
 

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Code Section 36-62-8 of the Official 
Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to obligations of an authority, use of 
proceeds, status as revenue obligations, subsequent series of bonds or notes, 
bond anticipation notes, interest rates, and issuance and validation, so as to 
provide for certain validation hearing appearance provisions; to provide that 
the confirmation and validation of bonds may include ancillary or related 
agreements or documents; to provide for procedures relating to an individual 
who desires to be party to the validation proceedings; to provide for related 
matters; to repeal conflicting law; and for other purposes.  
 

 The following Committee substitute was read and adopted: 
 

A BILL TO BE ENTITLED 
AN ACT 

 
To amend Code Section 36-62-8 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to 
obligations of an authority, use of proceeds, status as revenue obligations, subsequent 
series of bonds or notes, bond anticipation notes, interest rates, and issuance and 
validation, so as to provide for certain validation hearing appearance provisions; to 
provide that the confirmation and validation of bonds may include ancillary or related 
agreements or documents; to provide for the effect of filing an appeal; to provide for 
related matters; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes. 
 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF GEORGIA: 
 

SECTION 1. 
Code Section 36-62-8 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to obligations 
of an authority, use of proceeds, status as revenue obligations, subsequent series of bonds 
or notes, bond anticipation notes, interest rates, and issuance and validation, is amended 
by revising subsection (g) as follows: 

"(g)  All revenue bonds issued by an authority under this chapter shall be issued and 
validated under and in accordance with Article 3 of Chapter 82 of this title, except as 
provided in subsection (f) of this Code section and except as specifically set forth 
below: 

(1)  Revenue bonds issued by an authority may be in such form, either coupon or fully 
registered, or both coupon and fully registered, and may be subject to such 
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exchangeability and transferability provisions as the bond resolution authorizing the 
issuance of such bonds or any indenture or trust agreement may provide; 
(2)  Revenue bonds shall bear a certificate of validation. The signature of the clerk of 
the superior court of the judicial circuit in which the issuing authority is located may 
be made on the certificate of validation of such bonds by facsimile or by manual 
execution, stating the date on which such bonds were validated; and such entry shall 
be original evidence of the fact of judgment and shall be received as original evidence 
in any court in this state; 
(3)  The notice to the district attorney or the Attorney General and the notice to the 
public of the time, place, and date of the validation hearing need not state the rate of 
interest the bonds will bear; 
(4)  The term 'cost of project' shall have the meaning prescribed in paragraph (2) of 
Code Section 36-62-2 whenever referred to in bond resolutions of an authority, bonds 
and bond anticipation notes issued by an authority, or notices and proceedings to 
validate such bonds; 
(5)  The district attorney, the Attorney General, or their official representative shall 
not be required to appear at the validation hearing or any subsequent proceedings.  In 
the absence of the district attorney, the Attorney General, or their official 
representative, the authority shall bear the burden of making the case for the 
validation of the bonds at the validation hearing or any subsequent proceedings; 
(6)  The validation hearing shall provide for confirmation and validation of the bonds 
and the security for such bonds that may include any ancillary or related agreements 
or documents as the court deems appropriate; and 
(7)  In the event that no appeal is filed within the time prescribed by law or, if an 
appeal is filed, that the judgment is affirmed on appeal, the judgment of the superior 
court confirming and validating the issuance of the bonds and the security for such 
bonds shall be forever conclusive against the governmental body upon the validity of 
the bonds and the security for such bonds with respect to all matters and issues that 
were raised or could have been raised in the bond validation proceeding." 

 
SECTION 2. 

All laws and parts of laws in conflict with this Act are repealed.   
 
 The report of the Committee, which was favorable to the passage of the Bill, by 
substitute, was agreed to. 
 
 On the passage of the Bill, by substitute, the roll call was ordered and the vote was as 
follows: 
 
    Abdul-Salaam 
Y Abrams 
Y Allison 
Y Amerson 
Y Anderson 

Y Davis 
Y Dawkins-Haigler 
Y Dempsey 
Y Dickerson 
Y Dickey 

    Heckstall 
Y Hembree 
E Henson 
Y Hightower 
Y Hill 

Y McBrayer 
Y McCall 
Y McKillip 
Y Meadows 
Y Mitchell 

Y Shaw 
E Sheldon 
Y Sims, B 
Y Sims, C 
Y Smith, E 
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Y Ashe 
Y Atwood 
Y Baker 
Y Battles 
E Beasley-Teague 
Y Bell 
    Benfield 
Y Benton 
E Beverly 
Y Black 
Y Braddock 
Y Brockway 
Y Brooks 
E Bruce 
Y Bryant 
Y Buckner 
Y Burns 
Y Byrd 
Y Carson 
Y Carter 
    Casas 
Y Channell 
Y Cheokas 
Y Clark, J 
Y Clark, V 
Y Coleman 
Y Collins 
Y Cooke 
Y Coomer 
Y Cooper 
Y Crawford 

Y Dickson 
Y Dobbs 
Y Dollar 
E Drenner 
Y Dudgeon 
    Dukes 
Y Dunahoo 
Y Dutton 
Y Ehrhart 
Y England 
Y Epps, C 
Y Epps, J 
E Evans 
E Floyd 
Y Fludd 
Y Frazier 
Y Fullerton 
Y Gardner 
Y Geisinger 
Y Golick 
Y Gordon 
Y Greene 
Y Hamilton 
Y Hanner 
E Harbin 
Y Harden, B 
Y Harden, M 
Y Harrell 
Y Hatchett 
    Hatfield 
Y Heard 

N Holcomb 
Y Holmes 
Y Holt 
Y Horne 
Y Houston 
Y Howard 
    Hudson 
Y Hugley 
Y Jackson 
Y Jacobs 
Y James 
Y Jasperse 
Y Jerguson 
Y Johnson 
Y Jones, J 
Y Jones, S 
    Jordan 
Y Kaiser 
Y Kendrick 
Y Kidd 
Y Knight 
    Lane 
Y Lindsey 
Y Long 
Y Maddox, B 
Y Maddox, G 
Y Manning 
Y Marin 
Y Martin 
Y Maxwell 
Y Mayo 

Y Morgan 
Y Morris 
Y Mosby 
Y Murphy 
Y Neal, J 
Y Neal, Y 
Y Nimmer 
Y Nix 
Y Oliver 
Y O'Neal 
Y Pak 
Y Parent 
Y Parrish 
Y Parsons 
Y Peake 
Y Powell, A 
Y Powell, J 
Y Pruett 
Y Purcell 
Y Ramsey 
Y Randall 
Y Reece 
Y Rice 
Y Riley 
Y Roberts 
    Rogers, C 
Y Rogers, T 
Y Rynders 
E Scott, M 
Y Scott, S 
Y Setzler 

Y Smith, K 
Y Smith, L 
Y Smith, R 
Y Smith, T 
Y Smyre 
Y Spencer 
Y Stephens, M 
Y Stephens, R 
Y Stephenson 
Y Talton 
Y Tankersley 
Y Taylor, D 
Y Taylor, R 
Y Taylor, T 
E Teasley  
Y Thomas 
    VACANT 
Y Waites 
Y Watson 
Y Welch 
Y Weldon 
Y Wilkerson 
Y Wilkinson 
Y Willard 
Y Williams, A 
Y Williams, C 
Y Williams, E 
Y Williams, R 
Y Williamson 
Y Yates 
    Ralston, Speaker 

   
 On the passage of the Bill, by substitute, the ayes were 156, nays 1. 
 
 The Bill, having received the requisite constitutional majority, was passed, by 
substitute. 
 
 Representative Hatfield of the 177th stated that he had been called from the floor of 
the House during the preceding roll call.  He wished to be recorded as voting "nay" 
thereon. 
 
HB 1123. By Representative O`Neal of the 146th: 
 

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Chapter 36 of Title 36 of the Official 
Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to annexation of territory, so as to repeal 
Article 6, relating to annexation of unincorporated islands; to provide a 
definition; to provide for related matters; to provide an effective date; to 
repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.  
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 The report of the Committee, which was favorable to the passage of the Bill, was 
agreed to. 
 
 On the passage of the Bill, the roll call was ordered and the vote was as follows: 
 
    Abdul-Salaam 
Y Abrams 
Y Allison 
Y Amerson 
Y Anderson 
Y Ashe 
Y Atwood 
Y Baker 
Y Battles 
E Beasley-Teague 
Y Bell 
    Benfield 
Y Benton 
E Beverly 
Y Black 
Y Braddock 
Y Brockway 
Y Brooks 
E Bruce 
Y Bryant 
Y Buckner 
Y Burns 
Y Byrd 
Y Carson 
Y Carter 
    Casas 
Y Channell 
Y Cheokas 
    Clark, J 
Y Clark, V 
Y Coleman 
Y Collins 
Y Cooke 
Y Coomer 
Y Cooper 
Y Crawford 

Y Davis 
Y Dawkins-Haigler 
    Dempsey 
Y Dickerson 
Y Dickey 
Y Dickson 
Y Dobbs 
Y Dollar 
E Drenner 
Y Dudgeon 
    Dukes 
Y Dunahoo 
Y Dutton 
Y Ehrhart 
Y England 
Y Epps, C 
Y Epps, J 
E Evans 
E Floyd 
Y Fludd 
Y Frazier 
Y Fullerton 
Y Gardner 
Y Geisinger 
Y Golick 
Y Gordon 
Y Greene 
Y Hamilton 
Y Hanner 
Y Harbin 
Y Harden, B 
Y Harden, M 
Y Harrell 
Y Hatchett 
Y Hatfield 
Y Heard 

    Heckstall 
Y Hembree 
E Henson 
Y Hightower 
Y Hill 
Y Holcomb 
Y Holmes 
Y Holt 
Y Horne 
Y Houston 
Y Howard 
    Hudson 
Y Hugley 
Y Jackson 
Y Jacobs 
Y James 
Y Jasperse 
Y Jerguson 
Y Johnson 
Y Jones, J 
Y Jones, S 
    Jordan 
Y Kaiser 
Y Kendrick 
Y Kidd 
Y Knight 
Y Lane 
Y Lindsey 
Y Long 
Y Maddox, B 
Y Maddox, G 
Y Manning 
Y Marin 
Y Martin 
Y Maxwell 
Y Mayo 

Y McBrayer 
Y McCall 
Y McKillip 
Y Meadows 
Y Mitchell 
    Morgan 
Y Morris 
Y Mosby 
Y Murphy 
Y Neal, J 
Y Neal, Y 
Y Nimmer 
Y Nix 
Y Oliver 
Y O'Neal 
Y Pak 
Y Parent 
Y Parrish 
Y Parsons 
Y Peake 
Y Powell, A 
Y Powell, J 
Y Pruett 
Y Purcell 
Y Ramsey 
Y Randall 
Y Reece 
Y Rice 
Y Riley 
Y Roberts 
Y Rogers, C 
Y Rogers, T 
    Rynders 
Y Scott, M 
Y Scott, S 
Y Setzler 

Y Shaw 
E Sheldon 
Y Sims, B 
Y Sims, C 
Y Smith, E 
Y Smith, K 
Y Smith, L 
Y Smith, R 
Y Smith, T 
Y Smyre 
Y Spencer 
Y Stephens, M 
Y Stephens, R 
Y Stephenson 
Y Talton 
Y Tankersley 
Y Taylor, D 
Y Taylor, R 
Y Taylor, T 
E Teasley  
Y Thomas 
    VACANT 
Y Waites 
Y Watson 
Y Welch 
    Weldon 
Y Wilkerson 
Y Wilkinson 
Y Willard 
Y Williams, A 
Y Williams, C 
Y Williams, E 
Y Williams, R 
Y Williamson 
Y Yates 
    Ralston, Speaker 

   
 On the passage of the Bill, the ayes were 157, nays 0. 
 
 The Bill, having received the requisite constitutional majority, was passed. 
 
HB 965. By Representatives Knight of the 126th, Peake of the 137th and Carson of 

the 43rd: 
 

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Article 5 of Chapter 7 of Title 48 of 
the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to current income tax 
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payment, so as to allow certain fiduciaries an exception to the requirement of 
paying estimated taxes; to provide for related matters; to provide for an 
effective date; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.  
 

 The report of the Committee, which was favorable to the passage of the Bill, was 
agreed to. 
 
 On the passage of the Bill, the roll call was ordered and the vote was as follows: 
 
    Abdul-Salaam 
Y Abrams 
Y Allison 
Y Amerson 
Y Anderson 
Y Ashe 
Y Atwood 
Y Baker 
Y Battles 
E Beasley-Teague 
Y Bell 
    Benfield 
Y Benton 
E Beverly 
Y Black 
Y Braddock 
Y Brockway 
Y Brooks 
E Bruce 
Y Bryant 
Y Buckner 
Y Burns 
Y Byrd 
Y Carson 
Y Carter 
    Casas 
Y Channell 
Y Cheokas 
Y Clark, J 
Y Clark, V 
Y Coleman 
Y Collins 
Y Cooke 
Y Coomer 
Y Cooper 
    Crawford 

Y Davis 
Y Dawkins-Haigler 
Y Dempsey 
Y Dickerson 
Y Dickey 
Y Dickson 
Y Dobbs 
Y Dollar 
E Drenner 
Y Dudgeon 
    Dukes 
Y Dunahoo 
Y Dutton 
Y Ehrhart 
Y England 
Y Epps, C 
Y Epps, J 
E Evans 
E Floyd 
Y Fludd 
Y Frazier 
Y Fullerton 
Y Gardner 
Y Geisinger 
Y Golick 
Y Gordon 
Y Greene 
Y Hamilton 
Y Hanner 
Y Harbin 
Y Harden, B 
Y Harden, M 
Y Harrell 
Y Hatchett 
Y Hatfield 
Y Heard 

Y Heckstall 
Y Hembree 
E Henson 
Y Hightower 
Y Hill 
Y Holcomb 
Y Holmes 
Y Holt 
Y Horne 
Y Houston 
Y Howard 
    Hudson 
Y Hugley 
Y Jackson 
Y Jacobs 
Y James 
Y Jasperse 
Y Jerguson 
    Johnson 
Y Jones, J 
    Jones, S 
Y Jordan 
Y Kaiser 
Y Kendrick 
Y Kidd 
Y Knight 
Y Lane 
Y Lindsey 
Y Long 
Y Maddox, B 
Y Maddox, G 
Y Manning 
Y Marin 
Y Martin 
Y Maxwell 
Y Mayo 

Y McBrayer 
Y McCall 
Y McKillip 
Y Meadows 
Y Mitchell 
Y Morgan 
Y Morris 
Y Mosby 
Y Murphy 
Y Neal, J 
Y Neal, Y 
Y Nimmer 
Y Nix 
Y Oliver 
Y O'Neal 
Y Pak 
Y Parent 
Y Parrish 
Y Parsons 
Y Peake 
Y Powell, A 
Y Powell, J 
Y Pruett 
Y Purcell 
Y Ramsey 
Y Randall 
Y Reece 
Y Rice 
Y Riley 
Y Roberts 
Y Rogers, C 
Y Rogers, T 
Y Rynders 
Y Scott, M 
Y Scott, S 
Y Setzler 

Y Shaw 
E Sheldon 
Y Sims, B 
Y Sims, C 
Y Smith, E 
Y Smith, K 
Y Smith, L 
Y Smith, R 
Y Smith, T 
Y Smyre 
Y Spencer 
Y Stephens, M 
Y Stephens, R 
Y Stephenson 
Y Talton 
Y Tankersley 
Y Taylor, D 
Y Taylor, R 
Y Taylor, T 
E Teasley  
Y Thomas 
    VACANT 
Y Waites 
Y Watson 
Y Welch 
Y Weldon 
Y Wilkerson 
Y Wilkinson 
Y Willard 
Y Williams, A 
Y Williams, C 
Y Williams, E 
Y Williams, R 
Y Williamson 
Y Yates 
    Ralston, Speaker 

   
 On the passage of the Bill, the ayes were 161, nays 0. 
 
 The Bill, having received the requisite constitutional majority, was passed. 
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HB 967. By Representative Knight of the 126th: 
 

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Article 5 of Chapter 7 of Title 48 of 
the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to current income tax 
payment, so as to change certain provisions relating to withholding tax on 
taxable income of nonresident members of certain associations; to provide 
for related matters; to provide for an effective date and applicability; to 
repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.  
 

 The report of the Committee, which was favorable to the passage of the Bill, was 
agreed to. 
 
 On the passage of the Bill, the roll call was ordered and the vote was as follows: 
 
Y Abdul-Salaam 
Y Abrams 
Y Allison 
Y Amerson 
Y Anderson 
Y Ashe 
Y Atwood 
Y Baker 
Y Battles 
E Beasley-Teague 
Y Bell 
    Benfield 
Y Benton 
E Beverly 
Y Black 
Y Braddock 
Y Brockway 
Y Brooks 
E Bruce 
Y Bryant 
    Buckner 
Y Burns 
Y Byrd 
Y Carson 
Y Carter 
    Casas 
Y Channell 
Y Cheokas 
Y Clark, J 
Y Clark, V 
Y Coleman 
Y Collins 
Y Cooke 
Y Coomer 
Y Cooper 
Y Crawford 

Y Davis 
Y Dawkins-Haigler 
Y Dempsey 
Y Dickerson 
Y Dickey 
Y Dickson 
Y Dobbs 
Y Dollar 
E Drenner 
Y Dudgeon 
    Dukes 
Y Dunahoo 
Y Dutton 
Y Ehrhart 
Y England 
Y Epps, C 
Y Epps, J 
E Evans 
E Floyd 
Y Fludd 
Y Frazier 
Y Fullerton 
Y Gardner 
Y Geisinger 
Y Golick 
Y Gordon 
Y Greene 
Y Hamilton 
Y Hanner 
Y Harbin 
Y Harden, B 
Y Harden, M 
Y Harrell 
Y Hatchett 
Y Hatfield 
Y Heard 

Y Heckstall 
Y Hembree 
E Henson 
Y Hightower 
Y Hill 
Y Holcomb 
Y Holmes 
Y Holt 
Y Horne 
Y Houston 
Y Howard 
Y Hudson 
Y Hugley 
Y Jackson 
Y Jacobs 
Y James 
Y Jasperse 
Y Jerguson 
Y Johnson 
Y Jones, J 
Y Jones, S 
Y Jordan 
Y Kaiser 
Y Kendrick 
Y Kidd 
Y Knight 
Y Lane 
Y Lindsey 
Y Long 
Y Maddox, B 
Y Maddox, G 
Y Manning 
Y Marin 
Y Martin 
Y Maxwell 
Y Mayo 

Y McBrayer 
Y McCall 
Y McKillip 
Y Meadows 
Y Mitchell 
Y Morgan 
Y Morris 
Y Mosby 
Y Murphy 
Y Neal, J 
Y Neal, Y 
Y Nimmer 
Y Nix 
Y Oliver 
Y O'Neal 
Y Pak 
Y Parent 
Y Parrish 
Y Parsons 
Y Peake 
Y Powell, A 
Y Powell, J 
Y Pruett 
Y Purcell 
Y Ramsey 
Y Randall 
Y Reece 
Y Rice 
Y Riley 
Y Roberts 
Y Rogers, C 
Y Rogers, T 
    Rynders 
Y Scott, M 
Y Scott, S 
Y Setzler 

Y Shaw 
E Sheldon 
Y Sims, B 
Y Sims, C 
Y Smith, E 
Y Smith, K 
Y Smith, L 
Y Smith, R 
    Smith, T 
Y Smyre 
Y Spencer 
Y Stephens, M 
Y Stephens, R 
Y Stephenson 
Y Talton 
Y Tankersley 
Y Taylor, D 
Y Taylor, R 
Y Taylor, T 
E Teasley  
Y Thomas 
    VACANT 
Y Waites 
Y Watson 
Y Welch 
Y Weldon 
Y Wilkerson 
Y Wilkinson 
Y Willard 
Y Williams, A 
Y Williams, C 
Y Williams, E 
Y Williams, R 
Y Williamson 
Y Yates 
    Ralston, Speaker 
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 On the passage of the Bill, the ayes were 163, nays 0. 
 
 The Bill, having received the requisite constitutional majority, was passed. 
 
HB 665. By Representative Maddox of the 127th: 
 

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Titles 9, 15, and 44, Chapter 18 of 
Title 50, and Code Section 36-9-5 of the O.C.G.A., relating to civil practice, 
courts, property, state printing and documents, and storage of documents, 
respectively, so as to modernize provisions relating to storage, collection, 
access, and transmittal of documents housed in clerk of superior court 
offices; to amend Code Section 1-3-1, Code Section 9-13-142, Title 15, and 
Title 42 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to construction 
of statutes generally, requirements for an official organ of publication, courts, 
and penal institutions, respectively, so as to conform provisions and correct 
cross-references; to provide for related matters; to repeal conflicting laws; 
and for other purposes.  
 

 The following Committee substitute was read and adopted: 
 

A BILL TO BE ENTITLED 
AN ACT 

 
To amend Titles 9, 15, and 44, Chapter 18 of Title 50, and Code Section 36-9-5 of the 
Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to civil practice, courts, property, state 
printing and documents, and storage of documents, respectively, so as to modernize 
provisions relating to storage, collection, access, and transmittal of documents housed in 
clerk of superior court offices; to provide for modern technological advances in electronic 
record keeping; to provide for storage of depositions; to allow superior court clerks to 
serve as clerks in other courts; to change provisions relating to the selection of the clerk 
of court when a vacancy occurs; to increase the bond required by the clerk of court; to 
change provisions relating to the clerk's duties; to change provisions relating to 
recordation and display of maps and plats; to change provisions relating to destruction of 
obsolete records and preservation of newspapers with legal advertisements; to change 
provisions relating to payment of costs; to remove provisions relating to punishment of 
clerks; to change provisions relating to the process for removal of clerks; to change 
provisions relating to the location of clerk's offices and office hours; to remove the fee 
system; to change provisions relating to cases transferred from magistrate to state or 
superior courts; to repeal provisions relating to disposition of books; to change provisions 
relating to recording property records; to change provisions relating to the release of a 
lien upon the filing of a bond; to change provisions relating to inspection of records; to 
change provisions relating to microform standards; to amend Code Section 1-3-1, Title 
15, and Title 42 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to construction of 
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statutes generally, courts, and penal institutions, respectively, so as to conform provisions 
and correct cross-references; to provide for related matters; to repeal conflicting laws; 
and for other purposes. 
 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF GEORGIA: 
 

PART I 
SECTION 1-1. 

 
Title 9 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to civil practice, is amended 
by revising Code Section 9-11-29.1, relating to when depositions and other discovery 
material must be filed with court and custodian until filing, as follows: 

"9-11-29.1. 
(a)  Depositions and other discovery material otherwise required to be filed with the 
court under this chapter shall not be required to be so filed unless: 

(1)  Required by local rule of court; 
(2)  Ordered by the court; 
(3)  Requested by any party to the action; 
(4)  Relief relating to discovery material is sought under this chapter and said material 
has not previously been filed under some other provision of this chapter, in which 
event copies of the material in dispute shall be filed by the movant 
contemporaneously with the motion for relief; or 
(5)  Such material is to be used at trial or is necessary to a pretrial or posttrial motion 
and said material has not previously been filed under some other provision of this 
chapter, in which event the portions to be used shall be filed with the clerk of the 
court at the outset of the trial or at the filing of the motion, insofar as their use can be 
reasonably anticipated by the parties having custody thereof, but a party attempting to 
file and use such material which was not filed with the clerk at the outset of the trial 
or at the filing of the motion shall show to the satisfaction of the court, before the 
court may authorize such filing and use, that sufficient reasons exist to justify that late 
filing and use and that the late filing and use will not constitute surprise or manifest 
injustice to any other party in the proceedings. 

(b)  Until such time as discovery material is filed under paragraphs (1) through (5) of 
subsection (a) of this Code section, the original of all depositions shall be retained by 
the party taking the deposition and the original of all other discovery material shall be 
retained by the party requesting such material, and the person thus retaining the 
deposition or other discovery material shall be the custodian thereof. 
(c)  When depositions and other discovery material are filed with the clerk of court as 
provided in subsection (a) of this Code section, the clerk of court shall retain such 
original documents and materials until final disposition, either by verdict or appeal, of 
the action in which such materials were filed.  The clerk of court shall be authorized 
thereafter to destroy such materials upon microfilming or digitally imaging such 
materials and maintaining such materials in a manner that facilitates retrieval and 



2210 JOURNAL OF THE HOUSE 

reproduction, so long as the microfilm and digital images meet the standards 
established by the Georgia Department of Archives and History; provided, however, 
that the clerk of court shall not be required to microfilm or digitally image depositions 
that are not used for evidentiary purposes during the trial of the issues of the case in 
which such depositions were filed." 

 
SECTION 1-2. 

Said title is further amended by revising subsection (a) of Code Section 9-12-81, relating 
to the general execution docket, as follows: 

"(a)  The clerk of the superior court of each county shall be required to keep a general 
execution docket in paper or electronic data base form." 

 
SECTION 1-3. 

Title 15 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to courts, is amended by 
revising Code Section 15-6-51, relating to eligibility to serve as city or state court clerk, 
as follows: 

"15-6-51. 
Clerks The clerk of the superior courts court shall be eligible to hold the office of clerk 
of the city or municipal, state, or other court in the counties of their residence, on taking 
the oath and giving bond and security as prescribed by law." 

 
SECTION 1-4. 

Said title is further amended by revising Code Section 15-6-53, relating to appointment of 
clerk by presiding judge, as follows: 

"15-6-53. 
(a)  If there is an absence or if the clerk or his deputy for any reason does not act as 
clerk at the time provided by law for holding a term of the superior courts, the presiding 
judge thereof shall appoint a clerk who shall hold the office of clerk during the term and 
for ten days thereafter.  Any act which the appointed clerk does during such time which 
the clerk could have done shall be valid.  In any county in which a chief deputy clerk 
has been appointed pursuant to Code Section 15-6-59, the chief deputy clerk shall 
become the clerk of superior court if the clerk of superior court dies, resigns, is 
removed from office pursuant to the provisions of Code Section 45-2-1, or otherwise 
vacates office.  The chief deputy clerk shall hold office for the unexpired term of his or 
her predecessor, provided that more than two years of the clerk's term of office have 
expired at the time the clerk vacates office.  If more than two years of the clerk's term 
of office have not expired at the time the clerk vacates office, a special election shall be 
held, as provided in subsection (c) of Code Section 21-2-540, at least 120 days but no 
later than 365 days after the date the vacancy occurred. The person elected on such date 
shall hold office for the unexpired term of his or her predecessor.  The returns of the 
election shall be made to the Governor, who shall immediately commission the person 
elected clerk. 
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(b)(1)  In any county in which a chief deputy clerk has not been appointed pursuant to 
Code Section 15-6-59, the probate judge shall immediately appoint a qualified person 
to serve as the interim clerk of superior court when the clerk vacates office for any 
reason.  Such interim clerk shall serve in such capacity until the vacancy is filled 
pursuant to the provisions of this subsection; provided, however, that the interim clerk 
shall not serve more than one year.  Any act done by the interim clerk during such 
period that the clerk could have done shall be valid.  If, by the expiration of the time 
specified, there is no one else to act as clerk, the appointee mentioned in subsection 
(a) of this Code section may continue as such until there is an appointment or election.  
Any appointee or other person lawfully discharging the clerk's duties shall continue to 
do so until there is an election and qualification. 
(2)  When a vacancy is filled pursuant to paragraph (1) of this Code section and it is 
more than six months from the date when the clerk vacated office until the next 
general election is held, the election superintendent for the county shall call a special 
election to fill the vacancy, as provided in subsection (c) of Code Section 21-2-540, 
and such official shall give notice in one or more of the public newspapers of the 
county, if any, at the courthouse, and at three or more of the most public places of the 
county at least 30 days prior to the date of election.  Such special election shall be 
held at least 120 days but no later than 365 days after the date the vacancy occurred.  
The person elected on such date shall hold office for the unexpired term of his or her 
predecessor.  The returns of the election shall be made to the Governor, who shall 
immediately commission the person elected clerk." 

 
SECTION 1-5. 

Said title is further amended by revising Code Section 15-6-54, relating to the 
appointment by probate judge pending filling of vacancy and duration of appointment, as 
follows: 

"15-6-54. 
(a)  As soon as a vacancy in the office of superior court clerk occurs or in anticipation 
of such a vacancy, the judge of the probate court must appoint some qualified person to 
discharge the duties of clerk until the vacancy is filled. 
(b)  When a vacancy occurs and it is not more than six months from the time the 
election can be called by the judge of the probate court and held until the existing term 
will expire, the person or persons appointed shall discharge the duties of the office for 
the balance of the term and there shall be no special election Reserved." 

 
SECTION 1-6. 

Said title is further amended by revising Code Section 15-6-55, relating to emergency 
service by the probate court judge or clerk, as follows: 

"15-6-55. 
(a)  If from as a result of any sudden emergency there is a vacancy in the office of clerk 
of superior court, and a proper person who meets the qualifications for a clerk of 
superior court as set forth in Code Section 15-6-50 cannot immediately be appointed fill 
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the vacancy pursuant to Code Section 15-6-53, the judge of the probate court or his 
clerk shall act as clerk of the superior court for a period not to exceed 120 days.  Any 
act done by the probate judge during such period that the clerk could have done shall be 
valid. 
(b)  If there is a temporary absence of the clerk of superior court for any reason not 
specified in Code Section 15-6-53 or if the clerk of superior court for any reason does 
not act as clerk at the time provided by law for holding a term of the superior courts and 
there is no chief deputy clerk to perform such duties, notwithstanding local law, the 
judges of the superior court of the judicial circuit by a majority vote shall appoint an 
interim deputy clerk who shall hold the office of clerk during the term of court and for 
ten days thereafter.  If a majority of the judges do not agree to the selection of the 
interim deputy clerk, the chief judge of the superior court shall select the interim deputy 
clerk.  Any act which the chief deputy clerk or the appointed clerk does during such 
time which the clerk could have done shall be valid." 

 
SECTION 1-7. 

Said title is further amended by revising Code Section 15-6-56, relating to election to fill 
vacancy, term of office, and filling of vacancies in counties with chief deputy clerk, as 
follows: 

"15-6-56. 
(a)  When a vacancy occurs or in anticipation of a vacancy, the judge of the probate 
court of the county where it happens shall give notice in one or more of the public 
newspapers of the county, if any, and at the courthouse, and at three or more of the 
most public places of the county 20 days prior to the date of election, which date shall 
be set by him. 
(b)  The person elected on such date shall hold office for the unexpired term of his 
predecessor.  The returns of the election must be made to the Governor, who must 
commission the clerk. 
(c)  In any county in which the position of chief deputy clerk has been created by law or 
in which a chief deputy clerk has been appointed pursuant to Code Section 15-6-59, the 
chief deputy clerk shall succeed the clerk of the superior court if a vacancy occurs.  The 
chief deputy clerk shall serve until January 1 following the next general election which 
is held more than 60 days after the date the vacancy occurs; provided, however, that in 
no event shall the chief deputy clerk serve past the date that the successor is qualified 
immediately upon the expiration of the term of office in which the vacancy was created.  
If a portion of the original term will remain unexpired after January 1, then a person to 
fill the vacancy for the remainder of the unexpired term shall be elected at such general 
election.  In any such case, the other provisions of law for filling such a vacancy shall 
not apply.  The provisions of this subsection shall only be applicable to the clerk of the 
superior court and shall not be applicable to other county officers Reserved." 
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SECTION 1-8. 
Said title is further amended by revising subsection (a) of Code Section 15-6-58, relating 
to oath of office, as follows: 

"(a)  The clerks of the superior courts, before entering upon the discharge of their 
duties, whether appointed, elected, or acting by operation of law besides the oath 
required of all civil officers, must take and subscribe to the following oath: 

'I do swear or affirm that I will truly and faithfully enter and record all the orders, 
decrees, judgments, and other proceedings of the Superior Court of the County of 
________, and all other matters and things which I am required by law ought by me 
to be recorded to record; and that I will faithfully and impartially discharge and 
perform all the duties required of me, to the best of my understanding.  So help me 
God.'" 

 
SECTION 1-9. 

Said title is further amended by revising Code Section 15-6-59, relating to bond and 
appointment of deputies, as follows: 

"15-6-59. 
(a)  The clerks clerk of each of the superior courts, except those appointed by a judge of 
the superior court and those becoming clerk by operation of law, shall execute bond in 
the sum of $25,000.00 $150,000.00, which amount may be increased in any county by 
local Act or by an ordinance or resolution of the governing authority. 
(b)  The clerks of the superior courts shall have the power to appoint a deputy or 
deputies and may, upon making such appointment, shall require from him or them such 
deputies a bond with good security.  The deputies shall take the same oaths as the clerks 
do before entering upon the discharge of their duties.  The oath shall be administered by 
the clerk of superior court and recorded on the minutes of the superior court.  Their 
powers Powers and duties of deputy clerks shall be the same as those of the clerks, as 
long as their principals continue in office and not longer, for faithful performance of 
which they and their securities shall be bound.  The clerks of the superior courts shall 
also have the authority to appoint one of their deputies as chief deputy clerk unless 
otherwise provided by local law." 

 
SECTION 1-10. 

Said title is further amended by revising Code Section 15-6-61, relating to duties of 
clerks generally, use of computerized record-keeping system, and printed copies of the 
grantor and grantee indices, as follows: 

"15-6-61. 
(a)  It is the duty of a clerk of superior court: 

(1)  To keep the clerk's office and all things belonging thereto at the county site and at 
the courthouse or at such other place or places as authorized by law; 
(2)  To attend to the needs of the court in through the performance of the duties of the 
clerk required and enumerated by law, or as defined in court order, or rules; 
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(3)  To issue and sign every summons, writ, execution, process, order, or other paper 
under authority of the court and attach seals thereto when necessary.  The clerk shall 
be authorized to issue and sign under authority of the court any order to show cause in 
any pending litigation and any other order in the nature of a rule nisi, where no 
injunctive or extraordinary relief is granted; 
(4)  To keep in the clerk's office the following dockets or books: 

(A)  An automated civil case management system which shall contain separate case 
number entries for all civil actions filed in the office of the clerk, including 
complaints, proceedings, Uniform Interstate Family Support Act actions, domestic 
relations, contempt actions, motions and modifications on closed civil actions, and 
all other actions civil in nature except adoptions; 
(B)  An automated criminal case management system which shall contain a 
summary record of all criminal indictments in which true bills are rendered and all 
criminal accusations filed in the office of the clerk of superior court.  The criminal 
case management system shall contain entries of other matters of a criminal nature 
filed with the clerk, including quasi-civil proceedings and entries of cases which are 
ordered dead docketed at the discretion of the presiding judge and which shall be 
called only at the judge's pleasure.  When a case is thus dead docketed, all witnesses 
who may have been subpoenaed therein shall be released from further attendance 
until resubpoenaed; and 
(C)  A docket, file, series of files, book or series of books, microfilm records, or 
electronic data base for recording all deeds, liens, executions, lis pendens, maps and 
plats, and all other documents concerning or evidencing title to real or personal 
property.  When any other law of this state refers to a general execution docket, lis 
pendens docket, or attachment docket, such other law shall be deemed to refer to the 
docket or other record or records provided for in this subparagraph, regardless of the 
format used to store such docket; 

(5)  To keep all the books, papers, dockets, and records belonging to the office with 
care and security and to keep the papers filed, arranged, numbered, and labeled, so as 
to be of easy reference; 
(6)  To keep at the clerk's office all publications of the laws of the United States 
furnished by the state and all publications of the laws and journals of this state, all 
statute laws and digests, this Code, which shall be paid for from county or law library 
funds, the Supreme Court and Court of Appeals reports, and all other law books or 
other public documents distributed to him the clerk, for the public's convenience; 
provided, however, that the clerk may consent that these publications be maintained in 
the public law library; 
(7)  To procure a substantial seal of office with the name of the court and the county 
inscribed thereon, if this has not already been done; 
(8)  To make out and deliver to any applicant, upon payment to the clerk of legal fees, 
a correct transcript, properly certified, of any minute, record, or file of the clerk's 
office except for such records or documents which are, by provision of law, not to be 
released; 
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(9)  Upon payment of legal fees to the clerk, to make out a transcript of the record of 
each case to be considered by the Supreme Court or the Court of Appeals and a 
duplicate thereof numbered in exact accordance with the numbering of the pages of 
the original transcript of the record to be transmitted to the Supreme Court and the 
Court of Appeals; 
(10)  To make a notation on all conveyances or of real or personal property, including 
liens, of the day date and time they were left to be recorded, which shall be evidence 
of the facts stated.  Beginning July 1, 1998, all All liens or conveyances left to be filed 
shall presented to the clerk for filing shall be on 8 1/2 inch by 11 inch or 8 1/2 inch by 
14 inch paper or the digital equivalent and shall have a three-inch margin at the top to 
allow space for the clerk's notation required by this paragraph.  If any lien or 
conveyance shall be presented for filing without sufficient margin, the clerk shall 
attach a piece of paper sufficient to give such margin at the top of the filing.  Such 
notation The clerk shall not record any instrument or document conveying real or 
personal property, including liens, that is not prepared as required by this paragraph.  
The notation required by this paragraph may be made by the clerk or the clerk's 
deputy or employee by written signature, facsimile signature, or mechanical printing, 
or electronic signature or stamp; 
(11)  To attest deeds and other written instruments for registration; 
(12)  To administer all oaths required by the court or that may otherwise be required 
by law and to record all oaths required by law; 
(13)  To transmit to the Georgia Superior Court Clerks' Cooperative Authority or its 
designated agent within 24 hours of filing of any financing statement, amendment to a 
financing statement, assignment of a financing statement, continuation statement, 
termination statement, or release of collateral, by facsimile or other electronic means, 
such information and in such form and manner as may be required by the Georgia 
Superior Court Clerks' Cooperative Authority, for the purpose of including such 
information in the central indexing system administered by such authority; provided, 
however, that weekends and holidays shall not be included in the calculation of the 24 
hour period; 
(14)  To remit to the Georgia Superior Court Clerks' Cooperative Authority a portion 
of all fees collected with respect to the filings of financing statements, amendments to 
financing statements, assignments of financing statements, continuation statements, 
termination statements, releases of collateral, or any other documents related to 
personal property and included in the central index, in accordance with the rules and 
regulations of such authority regarding the amount and payment of such fees; 
provided, however, that such fees shall be remitted to the authority not later than the 
tenth day of the month following the collection of such fees, and the clerk shall not be 
required to remit such fees more often than once a week; 
(15)  To participate in the state-wide uniform automated information system for real 
and personal property records, as provided for by Code Sections 15-6-97 and 15-6-98, 
and any network established by the Georgia Superior Court Clerks' Cooperative 
Authority relating to the transmission and retrieval of electronic information 
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concerning real estate and personal property data for any such information systems 
established by such authority so as to provide for public access to real estate and 
personal property information, including liens filed pursuant to Code Section 44-2-2 
and maps and plats.  Each clerk of the superior court shall provide to the authority or 
its designated agent in accordance with the rules and regulations of the authority such 
real estate information concerning or evidencing title to real property and such 
personal property information or access to such information which is of record in the 
office of clerk of the superior court and which is necessary to establish and maintain 
the information system, including information filed pursuant to Code Section 44-2-2 
and maps and plats.  Each clerk of the superior court shall provide and transmit real 
estate and personal property information filed in the office of the clerk of superior 
court, including information required by Code Section 44-2-2 and maps and plats, to 
the authority for testing and operation of the information system at such times and in 
such form as prescribed by the authority; 
(15.1)(16)  To participate in any network established by the Georgia Superior Court 
Clerks' Cooperative Authority relating to the transmission and retrieval of electronic 
information concerning carbon sequestration results and related transactions for any 
such information systems established by such authority for purposes of the carbon 
sequestration registry established pursuant to Article 5 of Chapter 6 of Title 12, so as 
to provide for public access to carbon sequestration registry information.  Each clerk 
of the superior court shall provide to the authority or its designated agent in 
accordance with the rules and regulations of the authority such information 
evidencing carbon sequestration results and related transactions and access to such 
information which is of record in the office of clerk of the superior court and which is 
necessary for purposes of the carbon sequestration registry.  Each clerk of the superior 
court shall provide and transmit carbon sequestration results and related transaction 
information filed in the office of the clerk of superior court to the authority for testing 
and operation of the electronic information system for the carbon sequestration 
registry at such times and in such form as prescribed by the authority.  Each clerk 
shall charge and collect such fees as may be established by the Georgia Superior 
Courts Clerks' Cooperative Authority, which shall be paid into the county treasury 
less and except any sums as are otherwise directed to be paid to the authority, all in 
accordance with rules and regulations adopted by the authority pursuant to Code 
Section 15-6-97.2; 
(16)(17)  To file and transmit all civil case filing and disposition forms required to be 
filed pursuant to subsection (b) of Code Section 9-11-3 and subsection (b) of Code 
Section 9-11-58; 

(17)(18)(A)  To transmit to the Superior Court Clerks' Cooperative Authority within 
30 days of filing the civil case filing and disposition forms prescribed in Code 
Section 9-11-133. 
(B)  To electronically collect and transmit to the Georgia Superior Court Clerks' 
Cooperative Authority all data elements required in subsection (g) of Code Section 
35-3-36 in a form and format required by the Superior Court Clerks' Cooperative 
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Authority and The Council of Superior Court Clerks of Georgia.  The electronic 
collection and transmission of data shall begin no later than January 1, 2002.  The 
data transmitted to the authority pursuant to this Code section shall be transmitted to 
the Georgia Crime Information Center in satisfaction of the clerk's duties under 
subsection (g) of Code Section 35-3-36 and to the Georgia Courts Automation 
Commission who which shall provide the data to the Administrative Office of the 
Courts for use of the state judicial branch.  Public access to said data shall remain 
the responsibility of the Georgia Crime Information Center.  No release of collected 
data shall be made by or through the authority; 

(18)(19)  To participate in agreements, contracts, and networks necessary or 
convenient for the performance of the duties provided in paragraphs (16) and (17) of 
this subsection required by law; 
(19)(20)  To perform such other duties as are or may be required by law or as 
necessarily appertain to the office of clerk of the superior court; and 
(20)(21)  To keep an automated, computer based jury management system that 
facilitates the maintenance of the county master jury list pursuant to the provisions of 
Chapter 12 of this title unless this duty is delegated to a jury clerk as provided in 
subsection (a) of Code Section 15-12-11 or subsection (b) of Code Section 15-12-23. 

(b)  Nothing in this Code section shall restrict or otherwise prohibit a clerk from 
electing to store for computer retrieval any or all records, dockets, indices, or files; nor 
shall a clerk be prohibited from combining or consolidating any books, dockets, files, or 
indices in connection with the filing for record of papers of the kind specified in this 
Code section or any other law, provided that any automated or computerized record-
keeping method or system shall provide for the systematic and safe preservation and 
retrieval of all books, dockets, records, or indices.  When the clerk of superior court 
elects to store for computer retrieval any or all records, the same data elements used in 
a manual system shall be used, and the same integrity and security maintained.  
Regardless of the automated or computerized system elected, each clerk shall maintain 
and make readily available to the public complete, printed copies of the real estate 
grantor and grantee indices, which shall be updated regularly, and prepared in 
compliance with paragraph (15) of subsection (a) of this Code section and Code Section 
15-6-66.  A clerk of superior court shall be deemed to satisfy the provisions of 
subsection (c) of Code Section 50-18-70 when on-site, electronic access to 
computerized indices of county records is provided to the public during regular 
business hours and in compliance with this Code section; provided, however, that 
complete, printed copies of the real estate grantor and grantee indices shall be prepared 
current through June 30 and December 31 of each calendar year and any correction 
made on such index shall be made a part of the printout and shall reflect the time and 
date that said index was corrected." 

 
SECTION 1-11. 

Said title is further amended by revising Code Section 15-6-62, relating to additional 
duties, as follows: 
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"15-6-62. 
(a)  The clerk of the superior court is required to record all the proceedings relating to 
any civil action or criminal case within six months after the final determination of the 
case.  Such recording may be in well-bound books, on microfilm, or in digital format.  
If a clerk elects to record proceedings on microfilm or in digital format, he or she shall 
make available to the public a machine for reading and reproducing such microfilmed 
or digitally formatted records.  If a clerk elects to record proceedings in digital format, 
the provisions of Code Section 15-6-62.1 shall apply. 
(b)  Every clerk of the superior or city courts must record immediately in his book of 
final records court shall record, microfilm, or digitally image for the purpose of 
permanently preserving: 

(1)  Every part of the pleadings in every case; 
(2)  All garnishments, affidavits, bonds, and answers thereto; 
(3)  All attachment affidavits, bonds, and writs of attachment; and 
(4)  All claim affidavits and bonds and all bonds given in any judicial proceeding. 

The No clerk shall not allow any of such papers record to be taken from his or her 
office before recording them as required in this Code section.  Such record shall 
constitute a part or all of the final record of the papers required by law to be made, as 
the case may be. 
(c)  If any subsequent paper in the case is recorded, the clerk shall make a reference at 
the foot of the record required in this Code section, to the page where such subsequent 
record may be found and shall also state the case in the index to the book of record and 
shall enter the number of the pages on which the same is to be found. 
(d)(c)  Where any paper so recorded becomes lost or destroyed, a certified copy thereof 
from the clerk of the superior court may be substituted.  No fee shall be charged or 
collected for any such copy if the loss of the same is caused by or results from any 
negligence or fault of the clerk. 
(e)  Any clerk who fails to discharge the duties set forth in this Code section is subject 
to be fined by the presiding judge, on his own motion, for a contempt whenever the 
judge discovers that the clerk has failed to discharge his duties.  It shall be the duty of 
the judges of the several superior courts to give this law specially in charge to the grand 
juries and to require them to inform the court whether or not the clerk has performed 
the duties specified as aforesaid.  However, clerks shall not be punished for contempt 
under this Code section until after the paper or papers required to be recorded have 
been filed for three months. 
(f)(d)  This Code section shall not apply to cases dismissed and settled before the record 
is made." 

 
SECTION 1-12. 

Said title is further amended by revising subsections (a) and (b) of Code Section 15-6-66, 
relating to grantor-grantee index, as follows: 

"(a)  The clerk of the superior court shall provide at the expense of each county a 
suitable duplex index book, or a series of books, or a card index, or a microfilm record, 
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or an electronic data base, or an electronic, computer-based document management 
system, or any combination of one or more of such systems, in which shall be indexed 
the name of the grantor and grantee of every instrument recorded pursuant to 
subparagraph (a)(4)(C) of Code Section 15-6-61, such index to.  Such index shall 
include the character of the instrument, the book or location of the record, and the date 
of filing and to include the time of filing if not otherwise reflected in the record. 
(b)  The name of the grantor as listed in the index shall be the name of the owner of the 
title which such instrument purports to convey or affect, whether the instrument was 
executed by the owner or by some other person, firm, or corporation on behalf of such 
owner, and whether or not such owner is deceased." 

 
SECTION 1-13. 

Said title is further amended by revising Code Section 15-6-67, relating to recordation of 
maps and plats, and specifications, as follows: 

"15-6-67. 
(a)  The clerk of the superior court shall file and record in his or her office maps or plats 
relating to real estate in the county. 
(b)  Maps or plats to be filed and recorded in the office of the clerk of the superior court 
shall be prepared in accordance with the following minimum standards and 
specifications adopted in the rules and regulations of the State Board of Registration for 
Professional Engineers and Land Surveyors: 

(1)  Material. 
(A)  Any such maps or plats shall be a good legible copy, such as a blue, white, or 
other commercial print reproduced from an original. 
(B)  The minimum line widths and letter or character heights delineated on such 
maps or plats shall be as follows: 

(i)  Maps or plats drawn on 8 1/2 inch by 11 inch or 8 1/2 inch by 14 inch tracings 
shall have a minimum line width of 0.010 inches and a minimum letter or 
character height of 0.080 inches; 
(ii)  Maps or plats drawn on 11 inch by 17 inch tracings shall have a minimum line 
width of 0.010 inches and minimum letter or character height of 0.080 inches; or 
(iii)  Maps or plats drawn on 17 inch by 22 inch or 24 inch by 36 inch tracings 
shall have a minimum line width of 0.013 inches and a minimum letter or 
character height of 0.080 inches. 

(C)  In counties using microfilming procedures, when a map or plat is filed for 
record the original drawing, which shall not be larger than 24 inches by 36 inches, 
shall be submitted to the clerk for microfilming and a legible copy, which shall not 
be larger than 17 inches by 22 inches, shall be filed for record; provided, however, 
that a full-size positive copy of the original may be tendered and used for 
microfilming.  The clerk shall enter manually or electronically the filing date, plat 
book number, and page number on the original drawing plats and shall cause the 
same information to be entered electronically on the digital copy presented for filing 
and shall return the an original drawing physical copy of the plat with the filing 
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information on it to the land surveyor or the person filing the same for record.  The 
clerk shall permanently retain the original physical and digital copy of the plat.  
Both the filing information and plat shall serve as evidence of the original drawing.  
The physical copy, the digital copy, or both may be displayed to the public in 
compliance with Code Section 15-6-68; 

(2)  Caption.  The maps Maps or plats shall have a title or name which shall be 
contained in the caption, and the caption shall also provide the following information: 

(A)  The county, city, town, or village, land district and land lot, and subdivision, if 
the property lies within a particular subdivision; 
(B)  The date of plat preparation and the date of the field survey; 
(C)  The scale, stated and shown graphically; 
(D)  The name, address, telephone number, and registration number of the land 
surveyor or the statement that he or she is the county surveyor and is not required by 
law to be a registered surveyor; and 
(E)  All reproductions of original maps or plats shall bear the original signature, in 
black a contrasting color of ink, of the registrant placed across the registration seal 
in order to be a valid or recordable map or plat. The provisions of this subparagraph 
shall apply to all maps or plats that are sealed by a land surveyor which depict and 
describe real property boundaries.  Maps and plats which do not meet the 
requirements of this subparagraph shall not be sealed nor recorded; 

(3)  Size.  Maps or plats shall not be less than 8 1/2 inches by 11 inches and not larger 
than can be recorded without folding; 24 inches by 36 inches, provided that the clerk 
shall be authorized to file maps or plats in compliance with this subparagraph.  When 
an original map or plat is submitted to the clerk for filing and recordation, the clerk 
shall be authorized to accept the plat for recordation only upon receiving a minimum 
of two properly signed reproductions of the original physical plat and a digital copy 
that has been created at full scale, properly signed and in an electronic format 
acceptable by the Georgia Superior Court Clerks' Cooperative Authority.  The digital 
copy shall be submitted via media approved by the clerk. 
(4)  Data.  Maps or plats shall be made in a professional manner and in accordance 
with the standards of good drafting procedures and shall show the following 
information, as specified: 

(A)  All maps or plats shall show the direction and distance from a point of 
reference to a point on the boundary of the individual survey, and such additional 
data as may be required to relocate the boundary point from the point of reference 
with the same degree of accuracy required of the parcel surveyed.  The point of 
reference shall be an established, monumented position which can be identified or 
relocated from maps, plats, or other documents on public record; 
(B)  All maps or plats of boundary surveys or subdivision surveys shall show 
bearings of all lines of the boundary or lot lines, and distances of all boundary or lot 
lines, and area of the parcels expressed in acres or square feet; 
(C)  All maps or plats of boundary surveys shall show the closure precision of the 
field survey as the ratio of one foot to the traversed distance in which an error of one 
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foot would occur and a statement as to the method of adjustment.  The closure may 
be stated as follows: 

'The field data upon which this map or plat is based has a closure precision of one 
foot in ______ feet, and an angular error of ______ per angle point, and was 
adjusted using ______ rule'; 

(D)  All maps or plats of boundary surveys shall show the closure precision of the 
data shown on the map or plat.  The closure may be stated as follows: 

'This map or plat has been calculated for closure and is found to be accurate within 
one foot in ______ feet'; 

(E)  All maps or plats shall show the width and the former widths, if pertinent, of all 
rights of way adjacent to or crossing the property or adjacent to any point of 
reference; 
(F)  All maps or plats shall show easements and apparent encroachments, if 
pertinent; 
(G)  In the case of curved lines, the curve shall be defined by curve data to include 
the radius, arc length, chord bearing, and distance for regular curves.  Chord 
distances and directions shall be given for irregular curves; 
(H)  All land lot lines, land district lines, land section lines, and city, county, and 
state boundaries intersecting or adjacent to the surveyed property shall be indicated 
by lines drawn upon the map or plat with appropriate words and figures; 
(I)  All corner markers and markers of pertinent reference points shall be fully 
described and indicated as to their material or types and shall be constructed of a 
permanent material such as iron, steel, concrete, or stone; 
(J)  An arrow shall be shown on the map or plat to indicate the principal meridian, 
and a notation shall be made as to the reference of bearings to magnetic north, 
astronomic north, or grid north.  A grid north reference shall indicate the zone; 
(K)  All linear distances shown on maps or plats shall be horizontal; 
(L)  All angular directions shown on maps or plats shall be represented in degrees 
and minutes.  Where plats state or surveys require accuracy in excess of 1 in 5,000, 
the angular directions shall be represented in degrees, minutes, and seconds.  All 
angular directions shall be referenced to the principal meridian; 
(M)  A statement shall be shown on the map or plat to indicate the type of 
equipment used to obtain the linear and angular measurements used in the 
preparation of the map or plat; and 
(N)  All maps or plats shall show the state plane coordinates of at least two 
permanent monuments thereon, when a National Geodetic Survey monument is 
within 500 feet of any point on the property mapped or platted, or any point of 
reference shown thereon. 

(c)  If the plat meets the requirements of subsections (b) and (d) of this Code section, it 
shall be the duty of the clerk of the superior court to file and record such map or plat or 
blueprint, tracing, photostatic copy, or other copy of a map or and digital image of such 
plat. 
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(d)  Whenever the municipal planning commission, the county planning commission, 
the municipal-county planning commission, or, if no such planning commission exists, 
the appropriate municipal or county governing authority prepares and adopts 
subdivision regulations, and upon receiving approval thereon by the appropriate 
governing authority, then no plat of subdivision of land within the municipality or the 
county shall be filed or recorded in the office of the clerk of the superior court of a 
county without the approval thereon of the municipal or county planning commission or 
governing authority and without such approval having been entered in writing on the 
plat by the secretary or other designated person of the municipal or county planning 
commission or governing authority.  The clerk of the superior court shall not file or 
record a plat of subdivision which does not have the approval of the municipal or 
county planning commission or governing authority as required by this subsection.  
Notwithstanding any other provision of this subsection to the contrary, no approval of 
the municipal or county planning commission or governing authority shall be required 
if no new streets or roads are created or no new utility improvements are required or no 
new sanitary sewer or approval of a septic tank is required.  Any plat of survey 
containing thereon a certification from the a licensed surveyor that the provisions 
relative to this subsection do not require approval of the municipal or county planning 
commission or governing authority shall entitle said plat to record.  Any licensed 
surveyor who fraudulently certifies that a plat of survey does not require the approval 
specified in this subsection shall be guilty of a misdemeanor." 

 
SECTION 1-14. 

Said title is further amended by revising Code Section 15-6-68, relating to display of 
maps and plats, index, land lot record, and notation of date and time on face of plat, as 
follows: 

"15-6-68. 
(a)  The clerk of each superior court shall provide appropriate binders, not less than 18 
inches by 24 inches in size, in which the maps or plats or prints thereof referred to in 
Code Section 15-6-67 shall be placed without the necessity of folding in any manner.  
One of the binders and the prints therein contained shall be open to the general public 
for inspection, as are all other public records in the clerk's office.  Alternatively, in 
those counties using microfilm procedures, the clerk thereof shall take such steps as are 
necessary to provide access to the same information books, binders, or any other 
alternative system, either manual or electronic, for providing public access to maps and 
plats.  For all electronic images of plats submitted to the clerk on or after July 1, 2012, 
the clerk shall provide necessary equipment for printing either an entire full-size copy 
of each recorded plat or copies of sections of each entire recorded plat, printed in full 
scale. 
(b)  The clerk of the superior court shall also provide an appropriate index book, or a 
series of index books, or a card index, or a microfilm record, or an electronic data base, 
or any combination of one or more of such systems, in which shall be indexed all such 
electronic, computer-based indexing system in which shall be indexed all maps or plats 
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under the caption or name of the subdivision, if any, under the name of the owner or 
owners of the property mapped or platted, and also under the land lot number and 
district number if the land lies in that portion of the state which has been surveyed into 
land lots and districts. 
(c)  In counties of this state that are divided into land lots, the clerk of superior court 
shall maintain a record for each individual provide an electronic, computer-based 
system for maintaining and searching a record for each land lot and land district by 
listing all surveys made for each lot and where they are recorded. 
(d)  The clerk shall note the date and time of the filing of a plat for record on the face of 
the plat." 

 
SECTION 1-15. 

Said title is further amended by revising Code Section 15-6-73, relating to destruction of 
obsolete records, as follows: 

"15-6-73. 
(a)  Clerks of the superior court are shall be authorized, from time to time, to destroy 
books containing records of instruments conveying personal property only, including 
bills of sale, mortgages, conditional sales contracts, retention title contracts, and bills of 
sale to secure debt, which records are over 15 whenever the records are older than five 
years of age. 
(b)  Every clerk of the superior court or city court is shall be, from time to time, 
authorized to destroy original civil pleadings which have been recorded in the minutes 
or writ books of the court in every civil case which has been finally terminated for 20 
years or more, except cases involving divorce, titles to land, legitimation of a child or 
children, and proceedings for adoption." 

 
SECTION 1-16. 

Said title is further amended by revising Code Section 15-6-74, relating to preservation of 
newspapers containing advertisements, as follows: 

"15-6-74. 
(a)  The clerk of the superior court is required to procure and preserve for public 
inspection a complete file of all newspaper issues in which his legal advertisements 
actually appear are published. 
(b)  The issues of the newspapers so preserved shall be bound, microfilmed, 
photostated, or photographed, or digitally imaged in a format approved by the clerk and 
such newspapers, microfilm, photographs, or photostatic copies thereof shall be 
maintained within the county courthouse and made available to the public for a period 
of not less than 50 years, after which time the newspapers, microfilm, photographs, or 
other photostatic copies may be destroyed, at the discretion of the clerk of the superior 
court or copies thereof shall be preserved for historical purposes in electronic or 
micrographic format. 
(c)  The clerk of the superior court is authorized to enter into an agreement with either 
the judge of the probate court or the sheriff of the county, or both, relative to the 
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binding, retention, microfilming, photographing, or photostating digital imaging of the 
newspapers and their preservation and retention, in which event it shall be necessary 
that only one set of newspapers or copies thereof shall be retained in the county 
courthouse.  Such set of newspapers or copies thereof shall include copies of the 
newspaper issues in which the clerk's advertisements appear and the newspaper issues 
in which the advertisements which the judge of the probate court or the sheriff, or both, 
are required to preserve and retain appear.  The agreement shall specify the person who 
shall maintain and preserve the newspapers, microfilm, photographs, or photostatic 
digital copies. 
(d)  Upon the request of a clerk of superior court, any journal or newspaper declared, 
made, or maintained as the official organ of any county for the publication of sheriff's 
sales, citations of probate court judges, or any other advertising commonly known in 
terms of 'official or legal advertising' shall provide to the clerk of superior court copies 
of such journal or newspaper containing legal advertisements, in digital format, as 
required by the clerk, when the clerk shall be required to comply with provisions of 
subsection (a) or (b) of this Code section.  The copies shall be provided to the clerk, the 
judge of the probate court, and the sheriff by January 31 of the year following the year 
in which the newspaper served as the official legal organ of the county.  The ability of a 
journal or newspaper to provide copies digitally or electronically may be a qualification 
by the clerk of superior court, the probate judge, and the sheriff in designating a journal 
or newspaper as the official legal organ of the county." 

 
SECTION 1-17. 

Said title is further amended by revising Code Section 15-6-79, relating to payment of 
unpaid costs in felony cases, as follows: 

"15-6-79. 
In all of the counties of this state in which superior court clerks are paid on a fee basis, 
all unpaid costs arising from services rendered in felony cases, including transcripts to 
appellate courts under indigency affidavits, which are due clerks of the superior courts 
shall be paid from county funds after each term of court by order of the judge approving 
same, whether the defendant is convicted or acquitted Reserved." 

 
SECTION 1-18. 

Said title is further amended by revising Code Section 15-6-80, relating to payment of 
transcript costs to clerk before transmittal, as follows: 

"15-6-80. 
In all cases certified to the appellate courts, the costs for preparing the transcript of the 
record shall be paid by the appellant to the clerk before the same is transmitted unless 
the judge presiding over the case being appealed approves an affidavit submitted to the 
judge by the appellant makes affidavit that he certifying that the appellant is unable to 
pay such costs or give security therefor upon the appellant providing adequate security 
for such costs." 
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SECTION 1-19. 
Said title is further amended by revising Code Section 15-6-82, relating to removal of 
superior court clerks, charges, and trial, as follows: 

"15-6-82. 
A clerk of the superior court is subject to be removed from office by the judge of the 
court for any sufficient cause, including incapacity or misbehavior in office. The 
charges must be exhibited to the court in writing, and the facts tried by a jury. The clerk 
shall be entitled to a copy of the charges three days before trial. 
(a)  Whenever the Governor determines that an investigation of a clerk of superior court 
of this state should be made as a result of criminal charges, alleged misconduct in 
office, or alleged incapacity of the clerk of superior court to perform the functions of 
his or her office, the Governor shall appoint an investigative committee consisting of 
two clerks of superior court who are members of The Council of Superior Court Clerks 
of Georgia and the Attorney General to conduct an investigation. Such clerks of 
superior court may be from any two counties in the state other than the county of the 
clerk of superior court under investigation.  The members of any such committee shall 
receive no compensation for their services but shall be reimbursed for any expenses 
incurred in connection with an investigation.  The funds necessary to conduct an 
investigation shall come from the funds appropriated to the executive branch of the 
state government. 
(b)  Any member of the committee shall be authorized to administer oaths to any 
witness before the committee.  The committee shall make a report of its investigation to 
the Governor within 30 days from the date of the appointment of both clerk members 
by the Governor. 
(c)  If the committee recommends the suspension of the clerk of superior court, the 
Governor shall be authorized to suspend the clerk of superior court for a period of up to 
60 days.  In any case where a clerk of superior court has been suspended for 60 days, 
the Governor may extend the period of suspension for an additional 30 days.  Upon 
such recommendation, the Governor shall also be authorized to request the district 
attorney of the county of the clerk's residence to bring a removal petition against the 
clerk in superior court based upon the evidence reported by the committee.  In addition 
to filing of such petition as set forth in this Code section, a clerk of superior court is 
subject to being removed from office by the judge of the court for any sufficient cause, 
including incapacity or misbehavior in office.  The charges must be exhibited to the 
court in writing, and the facts tried by a jury.  The clerk shall be entitled to a copy of the 
charges three days before trial.  In the event that the Governor determines that further 
investigation should be made, the Governor may then order additional investigation by 
the committee, the Georgia Bureau of Investigation, other law enforcement agencies of 
this state, or any special committee appointed by the Governor for such purpose.  
During any period of suspension, the clerk shall continue to hold office; however, the 
chief deputy clerk shall perform the duties of the clerk of superior court or, in the 
absence of a chief deputy clerk, an interim clerk shall be appointed as provided in 
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paragraph (1) of subsection (b) of Code Section 15-6-53 to perform the duties of the 
clerk during the period of suspension. 
(d)  If the clerk of superior court is indicted for a felony, the provisions of Code Section 
45-5-6 shall apply." 

 
SECTION 1-20. 

Said title is further amended by revising Code Section 15-6-86, relating to location of 
clerk's office in place other than courthouse, storage of records in different location, and 
county documents exception, as follows: 

"15-6-86. 
(a)  In the event that the space at the courthouse is inadequate for the clerk's office and 
the things belonging thereto, the clerk, in writing, may request the governing authority 
of the county to move his or her office to some other designated place in the county.  In 
his or her request, the clerk shall state the inadequacy which exists.  The governing 
authority is shall be authorized to comply with the request and may but may only 
designate another place as the office of the clerk with the approval of the clerk.  Such 
place must be owned by the county or a body politic and shall not be more than 500 feet 
from the courthouse at their nearest points.  The judge Notwithstanding local law, the 
judges of the superior court of the judicial circuit in which the county is located or the 
chief judge in those circuits having more than one judge by a majority vote must give 
written consent before the clerk shall be authorized to move his or her office to such 
place; provided, however, that failing a majority agreement the chief judge of the 
judicial circuit shall make such determination. 
(b)  In the event that space at the courthouse or other place where the office of the clerk 
is located is inadequate to ensure the safe storage of archival or inactive records, the 
clerk, after obtaining written permission approval from the governing authority of the 
county and from the superior court judge of the circuit in which the county is located or 
the chief judge in those circuits having more than one judge, may cause the records to 
be stored at a data storage and retrieval facility within the State of Georgia.  The clerk 
shall give public notice of the place of storage by posting notice at the courthouse.  If 
documents are stored outside the county where the documents were created in any place 
other than the location where the documents were created, filed, or recorded, the 
government entity shall: 

(1)  Bear all costs of transporting such documents back to the county of origin for 
purposes of responding to requests under Article 4 of Chapter 18 of Title 50, relating 
to inspections of public records; and 
(2)  Provide by contract for: 

(A)  Specific retrieval times in which documents requested shall be delivered; and 
(B)  Payment of additional fees by the person requesting the document from the 
clerk for expedited service. 

(c)(1)  Subject to the requirements of paragraph (2) of this subsection, in In a county 
where the county site is located in an unincorporated area of the county and the county 
governing authority has constructed one or more permanent satellite courthouses within 
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the county and has further designated each such structure as a courthouse annex or has 
otherwise established each such structure as an additional courthouse to the courthouse 
located at the county site, the clerk of superior court shall be authorized to maintain his 
or her offices and all things belonging thereto including the permanent records at one of 
the additional courthouse locations or at the courthouse at the county site.  The clerk of 
superior court may, but is shall not be required to, maintain a satellite office at an 
additional courthouse which is not the location of the clerk of superior court's main 
office where the permanent records are kept.  No one may for any purpose remove 
records of the clerk of superior court from the courthouse or the clerk's satellite office 
without the written consent of the clerk; provided, however, that a judge or the judge's 
designee may check out a record or file for a case assigned to such judge upon 
providing a written receipt for such record or file to the clerk. 

(2)  The judge of the superior court of the circuit in which the county is located, or the 
chief judge if the county is a part of a circuit having more than one judge, must give 
written consent for the relocation or additional office, or both, and the county 
governing authority shall provide the necessary office space at the alternate or 
additional location, or both. 

(d)  Notwithstanding any other provision of this Code section, county documents, as 
defined in subsection (c) of Code Section 36-9-5, shall be stored only in accordance 
with the provisions of Code Section 36-9-5." 

 
SECTION 1-21. 

Said title is further amended by revising Code Section 15-6-87, relating to use of 
photostatic and photographic equipment, as follows: 

"15-6-87. 
(a)  The clerk of the superior court of any county of this state may install and use 
photostatic or other photographic equipment, including microfilm photographic 
equipment, and electronic or computer equipment for use in the filing, docketing, 
recording, copying, binding, indexing, certification, and furnishing of copies, including 
certified copies, of any and all instruments, records, and proceedings or parts of the 
same of record or on file in the clerk's office, with the consent and permission only of 
the county governing authority. The equipment and supplies for the same may be 
provided by the proper and respective county authorities out of county funds.  The 
county governing authority shall supply all fixtures, supplies, and equipment necessary 
for the proper functioning of the office of clerk of superior court. 
(b)  All provisions of law relating to the filing, docketing, recording, keeping, copying, 
binding, indexing, certification, and furnishing of copies of records, including certified 
copies, and those provisions relating to the amount of fees of officers in connection 
therewith, as far as may be consistent with this Code section, shall apply to such 
photostatic and digital, photographic, and electronic records and copies. 
(c)  The provisions of this Code section for the installation and use of the equipment 
enumerated in subsection (a) of this Code section shall be construed as permissive only 
and are cumulative of other laws.  However, should such equipment be purchased as 
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authorized in this Code section, the use of the equipment shall be mandatory insofar as 
practical. 
(d)  This Code section shall not be construed to change or repeal any rule of court or 
provision of law relating to records on appeal or review in the courts of this state." 

 
SECTION 1-22. 

Said title is further amended by repealing Code Section 15-6-87.1, relating to 
participation in state-wide county computerized information network and authorized fees, 
as follows: 

"15-6-87.1. 
Provided that the General Assembly appropriates the necessary funds for the 
establishment and operation of a state-wide county computerized information network, 
each clerk of a superior court shall participate in the network so as to provide local 
public access to any information which is filed with the Secretary of State pursuant to 
Title 14 and which is available through such a computerized information network.  The 
network may be developed to provide each clerk of a superior court with additional 
public information.  Each clerk of a superior court shall be authorized, but not required, 
to charge and collect a fee of not more than $2.00 for the first page and 50¢ per page for 
each additional page to recover the cost of providing a printed copy of any information 
which is available through the computerized information network." 

 
SECTION 1-23. 

Said title is further amended by revising Code Section 15-6-88.1, relating to adjustment 
of schedule for certain counties containing federal land, as follows: 

"15-6-88.1. 
In any county in which more than 70 percent of the population of the county according 
to the United States decennial census of 1980 or any future such census resides on 
property of the United States government which is exempt from taxation by this state, 
the population of the county for purposes of Code Section 15-6-88 shall be deemed to 
be the total population of the county minus the population of the county which resides 
on property of the United States government. Reserved." 

 
SECTION 1-24. 

Said title is further amended by revising Code Section 15-6-89, relating to additional 
remuneration for certain services, as follows: 

"15-6-89. 
In addition to the minimum salary provided in Code Section 15-6-88 or any other salary 
provided by any applicable general or local law, each clerk of the superior court of any 
county who also serves as clerk of a state court, city court classified as a municipal 
court but funded through appropriations of the county governing authority, juvenile 
court, or civil court under any applicable general or local law of this state or who 
performs duties pursuant to paragraph (1) of subsection (a) of Code Section 15-12-1.1 
shall receive for his or her services in such other court a salary of not less than $323.59 
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per month, to be paid from the funds of the county.  In the event any such court for 
which a clerk of the superior court is serving as clerk is abolished, the clerk of the 
superior court shall not be entitled to any salary heretofore received for service in such 
court." 

 
SECTION 1-25. 

Said title is further amended by revising Code Section 15-6-92, relating to continuation of 
fee system, as follows: 

"15-6-92. 
Code Sections 15-6-88 through 15-6-91 and this Code section shall not be construed so 
as to place any clerk of the superior court who is on the fee system of compensation on 
April 1, 1973, on a salary system of compensation.  Any clerk who is compensated 
under the fee system of compensation on April 1, 1973, shall continue to receive 
compensation under the fee system of compensation until local legislation is enacted by 
the General Assembly placing such clerk on an annual salary equal to or greater than 
the minimum annual salary provided for in Code Sections 15-6-88 through 15-6-91 and 
this Code section.  Reserved." 

 
SECTION 1-26. 

Said title is further amended by revising Code Section 15-6-93, relating to office hours, 
as follows: 

"15-6-93. 
(a)  Except as provided in this Code section, the office of each clerk of the superior 
court shall be open to conduct business Monday through Friday from at least 9:00 A.M. 
until 5:00 P.M. and shall not close for any period of time during such hours. 
(b)  Any office of a clerk of a superior court which is open for operation on Saturday 
may close on one day Monday through Friday for a period of time equal to that period 
of time during which the office is open on Saturday.  Nothing in this Code section shall 
be construed as requiring any office of a clerk of a superior court to be open on any 
public and holiday, legal holiday or, day of rest which, or other similar time that is 
recognized and designated as such by Georgia law or by the governing authority of the 
county. 
(c)  This Code section shall only apply to the office of a clerk of a superior court if 
there is employed in that office at least one employee other than the clerk. 
(d)  In any county of this state having a population of fewer than 10,000 persons 
according to the United States decennial census of 1980 or any future such census, the 
clerk of superior court may close such office for a designated lunch period if all other 
county offices in the county courthouse simultaneously close for a lunch period.  The 
period of closing of the clerk's office shall coincide with the period for closing the other 
county offices. 
(e)  Nothing in this Code section shall be construed to require the office of the clerk of 
the superior court to be open if all other county offices are closed because of inclement 
weather or any other reason. 
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(f)  When it is necessary for the clerk of superior court to conduct necessary training of 
employees, the clerk may close his or her office for up to eight hours during any six-
month period, provided that he or she gives at least ten days' notice to the public, or 
sooner with the approval of the chief judge of the superior court, prior to such closing, 
and provided, further, that there are no proceedings scheduled in superior court during 
the time of the closing.  Proceedings shall include all civil or criminal hearings or trials, 
whether or not a jury is required. 
(g)  When the clerk's office is closed for training purposes, the period of closure shall 
be deemed a legal holiday for such office and, therefore, all deadlines provided for by 
law for filing in the clerk's office any pleading, process, summons answer, or other 
document shall be extended to the next regular business day of the clerk's office.  
'Business day' means a day on which the clerk's office is open for business and shall not 
include any Saturday, Sunday, or legal holiday officially observed by the office as 
provided in this Code section." 

 
SECTION 1-27. 

Said title is further amended by adding a new Code section to read as follows: 
"15-6-100. 
No agreement by a clerk to acquire services, supplies, or equipment authorized by this 
article that requires expenditure of county funds may be entered into unless the funds to 
be obligated are included in the budget of the county for the operation of the clerk's 
office at the time of the execution of such agreement." 

 
SECTION 1-28. 

Said title is further amended by revising Code Section 15-10-87, relating to magistrate 
court filing fees to be transferred upon transfer of case to state or superior court, as 
follows: 

"15-10-87. 
(a)  When any case is transferred from the magistrate court to the state court or superior 
court, the magistrate court shall transmit to the state court clerk or superior court clerk 
the filing fee paid to the magistrate court.  The state court clerk or superior court clerk 
shall file the case without further deposit against costs or filing fee, but as between the 
parties the costs shall be as in other cases in the state court or superior court.  This 
subsection shall only apply to actions filed on or before June 30, 2012. 
(b)  When any case is transferred from the magistrate court to the state court or superior 
court, the magistrate court shall transmit to the state court clerk or superior court clerk 
the filing fee paid to the magistrate court.  The state court clerk or superior court clerk 
shall file the case without further deposit against costs or filing fee; provided, however, 
that all costs and filing fees shall be paid by the parties within 30 days.  Failure to pay 
such costs and filing fees shall result in a dismissal of the transferred case unless there 
is good cause shown.  The magistrate court clerk shall transmit to the clerk of the state 
court or superior court a certified copy of the contents of the entire file for the case 
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being transferred.  This subsection shall only apply to actions filed on or after July 1, 
2012." 

 
SECTION 1-29. 

Said title is further amended by revising subsection (a) of Code Section 15-13-33, 
relating to the table of fees to be kept, as follows: 

"(a)  Every public official must shall constantly keep and have posted in a conspicuous 
place in his or her office or, the place where he usually executes the business thereof is 
conducted, or in an electronic format accessible to the public a table of his fees for his 
or her office stated in fair words and figures.  On failure to do so, he shall forfeit $1.00 
per day for every day he so neglects, to be recovered at the action of any informer.  The 
informer shall be entitled to keep the entire recovery." 

 
SECTION 1-30. 

Said title is further amended by revising Code Section 15-13-36, relating to restrictions 
on superior or state court clerks charging fees for certified copies of records, as follows: 

"15-13-36. 
No clerk of any superior court or state court shall charge any fee for providing any 
certified copy of any record or portion thereof requested by a solicitor, solicitor-general, 
district attorney, or assistant district prosecuting attorney in this state for use in any 
criminal case." 

 
SECTION 1-31. 

Said title is further amended by revising Code Section 15-16-11, relating to disposition of 
books, as follows: 

"15-16-11. 
All books which the sheriff is required to keep, after becoming full, must be deposited 
in the office of the clerk of the superior court to be kept as are other books of record; 
provided, however, that records which the sheriff is required to keep and which are 
computerized shall be maintained and stored for computer retrieval in the office of 
sheriff Reserved." 

 
SECTION 1-32. 

Code Section 36-9-5 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to erection, 
repair, and furnishing of county buildings and storage of documents, is amended by 
revising paragraph (2) of subsection (c) as follows: 

"(2)  A county officer, the county board of tax assessors, or any other officer of the 
county having the responsibility or custody of any county documents set forth in 
paragraph (1) of this subsection shall, at night or when the county office is closed, 
keep such county documents: 

(A)  In a fireproof safe or vault; 
(B)  In fireproof cabinets; 
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(C)  On microfilm, pursuant to the standards set forth in Article 6 of Chapter 18 of 
Title 50, only if a security copy has been sent to the Georgia State Archives; or 
(D)  At a location not more than 100 miles from the county in a data storage and 
retrieval facility approved by the county governing authority within the State of 
Georgia which is in a building or facility which is in compliance with the fire safety 
standards applicable to archives and record centers as established by the National 
Fire Protection Association in Standard No. 232, as such standard was adopted on 
August 11, 1995.  If documents are stored outside the county where the documents 
were created, the government entity shall bear all costs of transporting such 
documents back to the county of origin for purposes of responding to requests under 
Article 4 of Chapter 18 of Title 50, relating to inspections of public records.  Such 
documents shall be made available to the requester; or 
(E)  On any other electronic imaging medium that facilitates retrieval of such 
documents via electronic means, provided that such medium enables conversion of 
such documents to future electronic imaging technologies and provided that such 
custodian creates a daily computer-based backup of all archival documents stored 
on such medium." 

 
SECTION 1-33. 

Title 44 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to property, is amended by 
revising subsection (a) of Code Section 44-2-14, relating to requirements for recordation, 
as follows: 

"(a)  Except for documents electronically filed as provided for in Chapter 12 of Title 
10, and in other Code sections in this part, before Before any deed to realty or 
personalty or any mortgage, bond for title, or other recordable instrument executed in 
this state may be recorded, it must shall be an original instrument and shall be attested 
or acknowledged as provided by law.  However, nothing in this Code section shall 
dispense with another witness where an additional witness is required.  This Code 
section shall not apply to transactions covered by Article 9 of Title 11." 

 
SECTION 1-34. 

Said title is further amended by revising Code Section 44-2-26, relating to recording of a 
plat or a copy of a plat, as follows: 

"44-2-26. 
The owner of real property or of any interest therein or any holder of a lien thereon may 
have a plat of the property or a blueprint, tracing, photostatic digital copy, or other copy 
of a plat of the property recorded and indexed in the office of the clerk of the superior 
court of the county in which the property or any part thereof is located.  It shall be the 
duty of the clerk to record and index any plat or any blueprint, tracing, photostatic 
digital copy, or other copy of the plat that conforms with Code Section 15-6-67." 
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SECTION 1-35. 
Said title is further amended by revising Code Section 44-5-30, relating to requisites of 
deeds to lands, as follows: 

"44-5-30. 
Except for documents electronically filed as provided for in Chapter 12 of Title 10 and 
Part 1 of Article 1 of Chapter 2 of this title, a A deed to lands must shall be an original 
document, in writing, signed by the maker, and attested by at least two witnesses.  It 
must shall be delivered to the purchaser or his or her representative and be made on a 
good or valuable consideration.  The consideration of a deed may always be inquired 
into when the principles of justice require it." 

 
SECTION 1-36. 

Said title is further amended by revising Code Section 44-14-4, relating to the procedure 
for cancellation of mortgage, as follows: 

"44-14-4. 
Any mortgagor who has paid off his or her mortgage may present the paid mortgage to 
the clerk of the superior court of the county or counties in which the mortgage 
instrument is recorded, together with the order of the mortgagee or transferee directing 
that the mortgage be canceled.  After payment of the fee authorized by law, the clerk 
shall index and record, in the same manner as the original mortgage instrument is 
recorded, the canceled and satisfied mortgage instrument or such portion thereof as 
bears the order of the mortgagee or transferee directing that the mortgage be canceled, 
together with any order of the mortgagee or transferee directing that the mortgage be 
canceled.  The clerk shall show on the index of the cancellation and on the cancellation 
document the deed book and page number where the original mortgage instrument is 
recorded.  The clerk shall manually or through electronic means record across the face 
of the mortgage instrument the words 'satisfied' and 'canceled' and the date of the entry 
and shall sign his or her name thereto officially.  The clerk shall also manually or 
electronically make a notation on the record of the mortgage to indicate where the order 
of the cancellation is recorded." 

 
SECTION 1-37. 

Said title is further amended by revising Code Section 44-14-364, relating to the release 
of a lien upon filing of bond, as follows: 

"44-14-364. 
(a)  When any person entitled under this part to claim a lien against any real estate 
located in this state files his or her lien in the office of the clerk of the superior court of 
the county in which the real estate is located, the owner of the real estate or the 
contractor employed to improve the property may, before or after foreclosure 
proceedings are instituted, discharge the lien by filing a bond in the office of that clerk 
upon the approval of a bond by the clerk of superior court.  The bond shall be 
conditioned to pay to the holder of the lien the sum that may be found to be due the 
holder upon the trial of any lien action that may be filed by the lienholder to recover the 
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amount of his or her claim within 365 days from the time the claim of lien is filed.  The 
bond shall be in double the amount claimed under that lien and shall be either a bond 
with good security approved by the clerk of the court clerk of superior court or a cash 
bond, except in cases involving a lien against residential property the owner's domicile, 
in which event the bond shall be in the amount claimed under the lien.  An owner or 
contractor may be required to provide supporting data to the clerk to prove the value of 
domiciled property when such property serves as a bond to discharge a lien provided 
for in this Code section.  Upon the filing approval by the clerk of the bond provided for 
in this Code section, the real estate shall be discharged from the lien.  For purposes of 
this subsection, the term 'domicile' means the established, fixed, permanent, or ordinary 
dwelling place of the owner. 
(b)  Within seven days of filing such the bond required by subsection (a) of this Code 
section and any attachments, the party filing the such bond shall send a notice of filing 
such bond and a copy of the bond by registered or certified mail or statutory overnight 
delivery to the lien claimant at the address stated on the lien or, if no such address is 
shown for the lien claimant, to the person shown as having filed such lien on behalf of 
the claimant at the indicated address of such person or, if the bond is filed by a 
contractor, to the owner of the property, provided that whenever the lien claimant or the 
owner is an entity on file with the Secretary of State's Corporations Division, sending 
the notice of filing such bond and a copy of the bond to the company's address or the 
registered agent's address on file with the Secretary of State shall be deemed sufficient; 
provided, however, that the failure to send the notice of filing the bond and copy of the 
bond shall not invalidate the bond for purposes of discharge of a claim of lien under this 
Code section.  With respect to property bonds, the clerk shall not accept any real 
property bond unless the real property is scheduled in an affidavit attached thereto 
setting forth a description of the property and indicating the record owner thereof, 
including any liens and encumbrances and amounts thereof, the market value, and the 
value of the sureties' interest therein, which affidavit shall be executed by the owner or 
owners of the interest; the bond and affidavit shall be recorded in the same manner and 
at the same cost as other deeds of real property.  So long as the bond exists, it shall 
constitute a lien against the property described in the attached affidavit. 
(b)(c)  The clerk of the superior court shall have the right to rely upon the amount 
specified in the claim of lien in determining the sufficiency of any bond to discharge 
under this Code section.  The failure to specify both the amount claimed due under the 
lien and the date said claim was due shall result in such lien not constituting notice for 
any purposes. 
(d)  The clerk of the superior court shall be held harmless for good faith regarding any 
discretionary act in connection with approval of any bond provided for in this Code 
section." 
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SECTION 1-38. 
Chapter 18 of Title 50 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to state 
printing and documents, is amended by revising subsection (c) of Code Section 50-18-70, 
relating to inspection of public records, as follows: 

"(c)  Any Except as provided in subsection (b) of Code Section 15-6-61, any 
computerized index of a county real estate deed records shall be printed or made 
available through electronic means for purposes of public inspection no less than every 
30 days and any correction made on such index shall be made a part of the printout or 
made available through electronic means and shall reflect the time and date that said 
index was corrected; provided, however, that complete, printed copies of the real estate 
grantor and grantee indices shall be prepared current through June 30 and December 31 
of each calendar year and any correction made on such index shall be made a part of the 
printout and shall reflect the time and date that said index was corrected." 

 
SECTION 1-39. 

Said chapter is further amended by revising subsection (a) of Code Section 50-18-98, 
relating to title to records and access to records of constitutional officers, as follows: 

"(a)  Title to any record transferred to the Georgia State Archives as authorized by this 
article shall be vested in the division.  The division shall not destroy any record 
transferred to it by an agency without consulting with the proper official of the 
transferring agency prior to submitting a retention schedule requesting such destruction 
to the State Records Committee.  Access to records of constitutional officers shall be at 
the discretion of the constitutional officer who created, received, or maintained the 
records, but no limitation on access to such records shall extend more than 25 years 
after creation of the records.  As used in this Code section, the term 'constitutional 
officer' means the Governor, Lieutenant Governor, Secretary of State, Attorney 
General, State School Superintendent, Commissioner of Insurance, Commissioner of 
Agriculture, or Commissioner of Labor. 

 
SECTION 1-40. 

Said chapter is further amended by revising Code Section 50-18-120, relating to the 
authority for establishment of microform standards, as follows: 

"50-18-120. 
The authority for the establishment of microform standards shall be vested in the State 
Records Committee.  All powers and duties of the State Records Committee as 
provided in Article 5 of this chapter shall be applicable to the establishment and 
maintenance of microform standards in this state.  With respect to microform standards 
for the courts, the concurrence of the Administrative Office of the Courts The Council 
of Superior Court Clerks of Georgia and the Judicial Council of Georgia shall be 
required for the establishment of such standards." 
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PART II 
SECTION 2-1. 

 
Code Section 1-3-1 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to construction of 
statutes generally, is amended by revising division (d)(2)(A)(ii), as follows: 

"(ii)  Code Sections 15-6-88 through 15-6-92 15-6-91;" 
 

SECTION 2-2. 
Title 15 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to courts, is amended by 
revising subsection (c) of Code Section 15-1-10, relating to removal and storage of court 
records, as follows: 

"(c)  With the prior written consent of the governing authority of the county or 
municipality and the prior written consent of the chief judge, judge of the probate court, 
or chief magistrate of the affected court, the clerk of each superior court, state court, 
probate court, magistrate court, juvenile court, or municipal court in this state is 
authorized, but not required, to create and maintain digital copies of records, pleadings, 
orders, writs, process, and other documents submitted to or issued by the court in 
criminal, quasi-criminal, juvenile, or civil proceedings or in any proceedings involving 
the enforcement of ordinances of local governments.  All digital copies created 
pursuant to this subsection shall be accurate copies of the original documents and shall 
be stored and indexed in such manner as to be readily retrievable in the office of the 
clerk during normal business hours.  It shall be the duty of the clerk to provide and 
maintain software and computers, readers, printers, and other necessary equipment in 
sufficient numbers to permit the retrieval, duplication, and printing of such digitally 
stored documents in a timely fashion when copies are requested.  A copy of such 
digitally stored document retrieved by the clerk shall be admissible in all courts in the 
same manner as the original document.  If a backup copy is created pursuant to the 
process prescribed by subsections (b), and (c), and (d) of Code Section 15-6-62, the 
clerk is authorized to destroy the original document.  This subsection shall not apply to 
documents or records which have been ordered sealed by the court nor to documents 
which are placed in evidence in a proceeding.  The costs of creating and storing digital 
copies of documents and providing the necessary software and equipment to retrieve 
and reproduce such documents shall be paid from funds available for the operation of 
the court.  The provisions of this subsection shall constitute an additional and 
alternative method of records management and shall not supersede or repeal Code 
Section 15-6-62, 15-6-62.1, 15-6-86, or 15-6-87."  

 
SECTION 2-3. 

Said title is further amended by revising Code Section 15-6-57, relating to election to 
break a tie, as follows: 

"15-6-57. 
Should any two or more candidates at an election to fill a vacancy in the office of 
superior court clerk, or at a regular election, have the highest and an equal number of 
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votes, the judge of the probate court shall set a date and advertise another election in the 
manner prescribed in Code Section 15-6-56 15-6-53 and shall do so until a choice is 
made." 

 
SECTION 2-4. 

Said title is further amended by revising subsections (b), (c), and (d) of Code Section 15-
6-90, relating to longevity increases, as follows: 

"(b)  The minimum salaries provided for in Code Sections 15-6-88 and 15-6-89, this 
Code section, and Code Sections Section 15-6-91 and 15-6-92 shall be considered as 
salary only.  Expenses for deputy clerks, equipment, supplies, copying equipment, and 
other necessary and reasonable expenses for the operation of a clerk's office shall come 
from funds other than the funds specified as salary in such Code sections. 
(c)  This Code section shall not be construed to affect any local legislation, except 
where such local legislation provides for a salary lower than the salary provided in 
Code Sections 15-6-88 and 15-6-89, this Code section, and Code Sections Section 15-6-
91 and 15-6-92, in which event such Code sections shall prevail. 
(d)  Code Sections 15-6-88 and 15-6-89, this Code section, and Code Sections Section 
15-6-91 and 15-6-92 shall not be construed to reduce the salary of any clerk of the 
superior court presently in office." 

 
SECTION 2-5. 

Said title is further amended by revising Code Section 15-6-91, relating to the effect of 
salary provisions on local legislation, as follows: 

"15-6-91. 
All local legislation in effect on April 1, 1973, or enacted subsequent to April 1, 1973, 
and affecting compensation for clerks of the superior courts of the various counties 
shall be of full force and effect except where such local legislation provides for a salary 
lower than the salary provided in Code Sections 15-6-88 through 15-6-90, and this 
Code section, and Code Section 15-6-92, in which event such Code sections shall 
prevail." 

 
SECTION 2-6. 

Said title is further amended by revising subsection (b) of Code Section 15-16-8, relating 
to filling the vacancy in the office of sheriff, as follows: 

"(b)  If the probate judge fails to appoint a qualified person to discharge the duties of 
the sheriff until the vacancy is filled In case there is a failure to appoint, as set forth in 
Code Section 15-6-54, the coroner of the county shall act as sheriff.  If there is no 
coroner, the sheriff of any adjoining county is authorized to act as sheriff until the 
probate judge of the probate court makes the appointment or an election is held." 
 

SECTION 2-7. 
Said title is further amended by revising subsection (b) of Code Section 15-16-10, 
relating to duties of the sheriff and electronic storage, as follows: 
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"(b)  If any sheriff or deputy fails to comply with any provision of subsection (a) of this 
Code section, he or she shall be fined for a contempt as the clerk of the superior court is 
fined in similar cases.  Code Section 15-6-82, as to removal, 15-16-26 shall also apply 
to sheriffs." 

 
SECTION 2-8. 

Said title is further amended by revising subsection (c) of Code Section 15-16-26, 
relating to investigation of charges against the sheriff, as follows: 

"(c)  If the committee recommends the suspension of the sheriff, the Governor shall be 
authorized to suspend the sheriff for a period of up to 60 days.  In any case where a 
sheriff has been suspended for 60 days, the Governor may extend the period of 
suspension for an additional 30 days.  Upon such recommendation, the Governor shall 
also be authorized to request the district attorney of the county of the sheriff's residence 
to bring a removal petition against the sheriff pursuant to subsection (b) of Code 
Section 15-16-10 and Code Section 15-6-82 15-16-26 based upon the evidence reported 
by the committee.  In the event that the Governor determines that further investigation 
should be made, he or she may then order additional investigation by the committee, by 
the Georgia Bureau of Investigation, by other law enforcement agencies of this state, or 
by any special committee appointed by the Governor for such purpose." 

 
SECTION 2-9. 

Title 42 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to penal institutions, is 
amended by revising paragraph (5) of subsection (c) of Code Section 42-1-12, relating to 
the State Sexual Offender Registry, as follows: 

"(5)  Keep all records of sexual offenders in a secure facility in accordance with Code 
Sections 15-1-10, 15-6-62, and 15-6-62.1 until official proof of death of a registered 
sexual offender; thereafter, the records shall be destroyed in accordance with Code 
Sections 15-1-10, 15-6-62, and 15-6-62.1." 

 
SECTION 2-10. 

Said title is further amended by revising subsection (c) of Code Section 42-4-4, relating 
to duties of sheriff as to inmates and failure to comply, as follows: 

"(c)  Any sheriff or deputy who fails to comply with this Code section shall be fined for 
contempt, as is the clerk of the superior court in similar cases. The sheriff or deputy 
shall also be subject to removal from office as prescribed in Code Section 15-6-82 15-
16-26." 

 
PART III 

SECTION 3-1. 
 
All laws and parts of laws in conflict with this Act are repealed.   
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 The report of the Committee, which was favorable to the passage of the Bill, by 
substitute, was agreed to. 
 
 On the passage of the Bill, by substitute, the roll call was ordered and the vote was as 
follows: 
 
    Abdul-Salaam 
Y Abrams 
Y Allison 
Y Amerson 
Y Anderson 
Y Ashe 
Y Atwood 
Y Baker 
Y Battles 
E Beasley-Teague 
Y Bell 
    Benfield 
Y Benton 
    Beverly 
Y Black 
Y Braddock 
Y Brockway 
Y Brooks 
E Bruce 
Y Bryant 
Y Buckner 
Y Burns 
Y Byrd 
Y Carson 
Y Carter 
    Casas 
Y Channell 
Y Cheokas 
Y Clark, J 
Y Clark, V 
Y Coleman 
Y Collins 
Y Cooke 
N Coomer 
Y Cooper 
Y Crawford 

Y Davis 
Y Dawkins-Haigler 
Y Dempsey 
Y Dickerson 
Y Dickey 
Y Dickson 
Y Dobbs 
Y Dollar 
E Drenner 
Y Dudgeon 
    Dukes 
Y Dunahoo 
Y Dutton 
Y Ehrhart 
Y England 
Y Epps, C 
Y Epps, J 
E Evans 
E Floyd 
Y Fludd 
Y Frazier 
Y Fullerton 
Y Gardner 
Y Geisinger 
Y Golick 
Y Gordon 
Y Greene 
Y Hamilton 
Y Hanner 
Y Harbin 
Y Harden, B 
Y Harden, M 
Y Harrell 
Y Hatchett 
Y Hatfield 
Y Heard 

Y Heckstall 
Y Hembree 
E Henson 
Y Hightower 
Y Hill 
Y Holcomb 
Y Holmes 
Y Holt 
Y Horne 
Y Houston 
Y Howard 
Y Hudson 
Y Hugley 
Y Jackson 
Y Jacobs 
Y James 
Y Jasperse 
Y Jerguson 
Y Johnson 
Y Jones, J 
Y Jones, S 
Y Jordan 
Y Kaiser 
Y Kendrick 
Y Kidd 
Y Knight 
Y Lane 
Y Lindsey 
Y Long 
Y Maddox, B 
Y Maddox, G 
Y Manning 
Y Marin 
    Martin 
Y Maxwell 
Y Mayo 

Y McBrayer 
Y McCall 
Y McKillip 
Y Meadows 
Y Mitchell 
Y Morgan 
Y Morris 
Y Mosby 
Y Murphy 
Y Neal, J 
Y Neal, Y 
Y Nimmer 
Y Nix 
Y Oliver 
Y O'Neal 
Y Pak 
Y Parent 
Y Parrish 
Y Parsons 
Y Peake 
Y Powell, A 
Y Powell, J 
Y Pruett 
Y Purcell 
Y Ramsey 
Y Randall 
Y Reece 
Y Rice 
Y Riley 
Y Roberts 
Y Rogers, C 
Y Rogers, T 
Y Rynders 
Y Scott, M 
Y Scott, S 
Y Setzler 

Y Shaw 
E Sheldon  
Y Sims, B 
Y Sims, C 
Y Smith, E 
Y Smith, K 
Y Smith, L 
Y Smith, R 
Y Smith, T 
Y Smyre 
Y Spencer 
Y Stephens, M 
Y Stephens, R 
Y Stephenson 
Y Talton 
Y Tankersley 
Y Taylor, D 
Y Taylor, R 
Y Taylor, T 
Y Teasley 
Y Thomas 
    VACANT 
Y Waites 
Y Watson 
Y Welch 
Y Weldon 
Y Wilkerson 
Y Wilkinson 
Y Willard 
Y Williams, A 
Y Williams, C 
Y Williams, E 
Y Williams, R 
Y Williamson 
Y Yates 
    Ralston, Speaker 

   
 On the passage of the Bill, by substitute, the ayes were 164, nays 1. 
 
 The Bill, having received the requisite constitutional majority, was passed, by 
substitute. 
 
 The following messages were received from the Senate through Mr. Ewing, the 
Secretary thereof: 
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Mr. Speaker: 
 
 The Senate has passed by the requisite constitutional majority the following bills of 
the House:   
 
HB 772. By Representatives Holt of the 112th, Welch of the 110th and Dickerson of 

the 95th: 
 
A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend an Act creating a board of 
commissioners of Newton County, approved April 6, 1967 (Ga. L. 1967, p. 
2784), as amended, particularly by an Act approved June 3, 2003 (Ga. L. 
2003, p. 4004), so as to reconstitute the board of commissioners; to change the 
description of the commissioner districts; to provide for definitions and 
inclusions; to provide for continuation in office of current members; to 
provide for election and terms of office of subsequent members; to provide for 
submission of this Act for approval under Section 5 of the federal Voting 
Rights Act of 1965, as amended; to provide for automatic repeal under certain 
circumstances; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.  
 

HB 773. By Representatives Holt of the 112th, Welch of the 110th and Dickerson of 
the 95th: 
 
A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend an Act relating to the Board of 
Education of Newton County, approved March 31, 1967 (Ga. L. 1967, p. 
2405), as amended, particularly by an Act approved May 30, 2003 (Ga. L. 
2003, p. 3778), so as to reconstitute the board of education; to change the 
description of the education districts; to provide for definitions and inclusions; 
to provide for continuation in office of current members; to provide for 
election and terms of office of subsequent members; to provide for submission 
of this Act for approval under Section 5 of the federal Voting Rights Act of 
1965, as amended; to provide for automatic repeal under certain 
circumstances; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.  
 

HB 957. By Representative Williamson of the 111th: 
 
A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend an Act to continue the charter for the 
Academy of Social Circle and to create a body politic known as the School 
District of Social Circle, approved April 29, 1997 (Ga. L. 1997, p. 4557), so as 
to change the description of the education districts; to provide for definitions 
and inclusions; to provide for the continuation in office of the current 
members of the board of education; to provide for the submission of this Act 
for preclearance under Section 5 of the federal Voting Rights Act of 1965, as 
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amended; to provide for related matters; to repeal conflicting laws; and for 
other purposes.  
 

HB 1005. By Representative Sims of the 169th: 
 
A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend an Act establishing a Board of 
Education of Coffee County, approved March 10, 1970 (Ga. L. 1970, p. 
2441), as amended, particularly by an Act approved March 15, 1994 (Ga. L. 
1994, p. 3672), and an Act approved October 25, 2001 (Ga. L. 2001, Ex. 
Sess., p. 755), so as to reconstitute the board of education; to change the 
description of the education districts; to provide for definitions and inclusions; 
to provide for continuation in office of current members; to provide for 
election and terms of office of subsequent members; to provide for submission 
of this Act for approval under the federal Voting Rights Act of 1965, as 
amended; to provide for effective dates; to repeal conflicting laws; and for 
other purposes.  
 

HB 1022. By Representatives Carter of the 175th, Black of the 174th and Shaw of the 
176th: 
 
A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend an Act to amend and supersede the 
laws pertaining to the governing authority of Lowndes County, approved 
March 15, 2011 (Ga. L. 2011, p. 3508), so as to change the description of the 
commissioner districts; to provide for definitions and inclusions; to provide 
for related matters; to provide for submission of this Act for approval under 
Section 5 of the federal Voting Rights Act of 1965, as amended; to repeal 
conflicting laws; and for other purposes.  
 

HB 1095. By Representative Black of the 174th: 
 
A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend an Act creating the board of 
commissioners of Brooks County, approved August 11, 1881 (Ga. L. 1880 - 
1881, p. 518), as amended, particularly by an Act approved March 1, 1984 
(Ga. L. 1984, p. 3680), so as to provide for new commissioner districts; to 
provide for definitions; to provide for inclusions; to provide for a continuation 
in office; to provide for submission of this Act to the United States 
Department of Justice for preclearance; to provide for effective dates; to repeal 
conflicting laws; and for other purposes.  
 

HB 1096. By Representative Black of the 174th: 
 
A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend an Act entitled "An Act to provide for 
reapportionment of the board of education of Brooks County," approved 
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March 5, 1984 (Ga. L. 1984, p. 3717), so as to provide for new education 
districts; to provide for definitions; to provide for inclusions; to provide for a 
continuation in office; to provide for submission of this Act to the United 
States Department of Justice for preclearance; to provide for effective dates; to 
repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.  
 

HB 1098. By Representatives Houston of the 170th and Shaw of the 176th: 
 
A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend an Act creating the Board of 
Commissioners of Roads and Revenues of Berrien County, approved February 
28, 1887 (Ga. L. 1886-87, p. 664), as amended, so as to provide for new 
commissioner districts; to provide for definitions and inclusions; to provide 
for continuation in office of current members; to provide for submission of 
this Act for approval under Section 5 of the federal Voting Rights Act of 
1965, as amended; to provide for effective dates; to repeal conflicting laws; 
and for other purposes.  
 

HB 1099. By Representatives Houston of the 170th and Shaw of the 176th: 
 
A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend an Act creating the Board of Education 
of Berrien County, approved April 5, 1971 (Ga. L. 1971, p. 3044), as 
amended, particularly by an Act approved April 25, 2002 (Ga. L. 2002, p. 
4441), so as to change the description of the districts from which members of 
such board are elected; to provide for definitions and inclusions; to provide for 
continuation in office of current members; to provide for submission of this 
Act for approval under Section 5 of the federal Voting Rights Act of 1965, as 
amended; to provide for effective dates; to repeal conflicting laws; and for 
other purposes.  
 

HB 1106. By Representative Epps of the 128th: 
 
A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend an Act creating a Board of 
Commissioners of Meriwether County, approved December 14, 1871 (Ga. L. 
1871 - 1872, p. 230), as amended, particularly by an Act approved April 5, 
1993 (Ga. L. 1993, p. 4805), so as to change the description of the 
commissioner districts; to define certain terms and provide for certain 
inclusions; to provide for continuation in office of current members; to 
provide for the submission of this Act for preclearance under Section 5 of the 
federal Voting Rights Act of 1965, as amended; to provide for related matters; 
to provide effective dates; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.  
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HB 1107. By Representative Epps of the 128th: 
 
A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend an Act entitled "An Act to reconstitute 
the Meriwether County Board of Education," approved March 28, 1985 (Ga. 
L. 1985, p. 4611), as amended, particularly by an Act approved April 5, 1993 
(Ga. L. 1993, p. 4795), so as to change the description of the commissioner 
districts; to define certain terms and provide for certain inclusions; to provide 
for continuation in office of current members; to provide for the submission of 
this Act for preclearance under Section 5 of the federal Voting Rights Act of 
1965, as amended; to provide for related matters; to provide effective dates; to 
repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.  
 

HB 1108. By Representatives Dickey of the 136th and Holmes of the 125th: 
 
A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend an Act entitled "An Act to reconstitute 
the Board of Education of Monroe County, Georgia," approved February 25, 
1993 (Ga. L. 1993, p. 3857), as amended, so as to change the description of 
the districts from which members of such board are elected; to define certain 
terms; to provide for the submission of this Act for approval pursuant to 
Section 5 of the federal Voting Rights Act of 1965; to provide effective dates; 
to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.  
 

HB 1109. By Representatives Dickey of the 136th and Holmes of the 125th: 
 
A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend an Act to create a board of 
commissioners of roads and revenues for the county of Monroe, approved 
August 19, 1907 (Ga. L. 1907, p. 318), as amended, so as to change the 
description of the districts from which members of the commission are 
elected; to provide for definitions and inclusions; to provide for the 
continuation in office of current members; to provide for the submission of 
this Act for preclearance pursuant to Section 5 of the federal Voting Rights 
Act of 1965, as amended; to provide for related matters; to provide for 
effective dates; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.  
 

HB 1111. By Representatives Shaw of the 176th and Sims of the 169th: 
 
A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend an Act creating the office of 
Commissioner of Roads and Revenues in the County of Atkinson (now the 
Board of Commissioners of Atkinson County), approved July 23, 1931 (Ga. L. 
1931, p. 380), as amended, particularly by an Act approved May 30, 2003 
(Ga. L. 2003, p. 3791), so as to change the description of the commissioner 
districts; to provide for definitions and inclusions; to provide for the 
continuation in office of current members; to provide for the submission of 



2244 JOURNAL OF THE HOUSE 

this Act for preclearance pursuant to Section 5 of the federal Voting Rights 
Act of 1965, as amended; to provide for related matters; to repeal conflicting 
laws; and for other purposes.  
 

HB 1112. By Representatives Shaw of the 176th and Sims of the 169th: 
 
A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend an Act to reconstitute the Board of 
Education of Atkinson County, approved April 5, 1993 (Ga. L. 1993, p. 4771), 
as amended, particularly by an Act approved May 30, 2003 (Ga. L. 2003, p. 
3797), so as to change the description of the education districts; to provide for 
definitions and inclusions; to provide for continuation in office of current 
members; to provide for submission of this Act for preclearance under Section 
5 of the federal Voting Rights Act of 1965, as amended; to provide for related 
matters; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.  
 

HB 1126. By Representative Powell of the 171st: 
 
A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend an Act providing for a Board of 
Commissioners of Mitchell County, approved February 20, 1873 (Ga. L. 
1873, p. 279), as amended, particularly by an Act approved April 1, 2002 (Ga. 
L. 2002, p. 3676), so as to change the description of the commissioner 
districts; to provide for definitions and inclusions; to provide for the 
continuation in office of current members; to provide for the submission of 
this Act for preclearance under Section 5 of the federal Voting Rights Act of 
1965, as amended; to provide for related matters; to repeal conflicting laws; 
and for other purposes.  
 

HB 1127. By Representative Powell of the 171st: 
 
A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend an Act providing for the election of the 
members of the Board of Education of Mitchell County, approved March 4, 
1970 (Ga. L. 1970, p. 2239), as amended, particularly by an Act approved 
April 1, 2002 (Ga. L. 2002, p. 3667), so as to change the education districts; to 
provide for definitions and inclusions; to provide for the continuation in office 
for current members; to provide for submission of this Act for preclearance 
under Section 5 of the federal Voting Rights Act of 1965, as amended; to 
provide for related matters; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.  
 

HB 1144. By Representatives Knight of the 126th, Maddox of the 127th, Dickey of the 
136th and Holmes of the 125th: 
 
A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend an Act providing for the election of 
members of the Lamar County Board of Education, approved March 30, 1971 
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(Ga. L. 1971, p. 2710), as amended, particularly by an Act approved July 26, 
2001 (Ga. L. 2001, Ex. Sess., p. 763), so as to reconstitute the board of 
education; to change the description of the education districts; to provide for 
definitions and inclusions; to provide for continuation in office of current 
members; to provide for election and terms of office of subsequent members; 
to provide for submission of this Act for preclearance under the federal Voting 
Rights Act of 1965, as amended; to provide for related matters; to provide for 
effective dates; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.  
 

HB 1145. By Representatives Knight of the 126th, Maddox of the 127th, Dickey of the 
136th and Holmes of the 125th: 
 
A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend an Act creating the Board of 
Commissioners of Lamar County, approved March 8, 1943 (Ga. L. 1943, p. 
1066), as amended, particularly by an Act approved July 26, 2001 (Ga. L. 
2001, Ex. Sess., p. 770), so as to reconstitute the board of commissioners; to 
change the description of the commissioner districts; to provide for definitions 
and inclusions; to provide for continuation in office of current members; to 
provide for election and terms of office of subsequent members; to provide for 
related matters; to provide for submission of this Act for preclearance under 
the federal Voting Rights Act of 1965, as amended; to provide for related 
matters; to provide for effective dates; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other 
purposes.  
 

HB 1158. By Representatives Roberts of the 154th and Pruett of the 144th: 
 
A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend an Act providing for the composition 
of the Board of Education of Ben Hill County, approved March 22, 1990 (Ga. 
L. 1990, p. 4435), as amended, particularly by an Act approved May 1, 2002 
(Ga. L. 2002, p. 5169), so as to change the description of the education 
districts; to provide for definitions and inclusions; to provide for continuation 
in office for current members; to provide for terms of office and manner of 
election; to provide for the submission of this Act for preclearance pursuant to 
Section 5 of the federal Voting Rights Act of 1965, as amended; to provide for 
related matters; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.  
 

 The Senate has passed by substitute, by the requisite constitutional majority, the 
following bill of the House: 
 
HB 1004. By Representative Sims of the 169th: 

 
A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend an Act establishing the office of 
Commissioner of Roads and Revenues in the County of Coffee, approved 
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March 26, 1937 (Ga. L. 1937, p. 1294), as amended, particularly by an Act 
approved March 15, 1994 (Ga. L. 1994, p. 3663), and an Act approved 
October 25, 2001 (Ga. L. 2001, Ex. Sess., p. 747), so as to reconstitute the 
board of commissioners; to change the description of the commissioner 
districts; to provide for definitions and inclusions; to provide for continuation 
in office of current members; to provide for election and terms of office of 
subsequent members; to provide for submission of this Act for approval under 
the federal Voting Rights Act of 1965, as amended; to provide for effective 
dates; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.  
 

Mr. Speaker: 
 
 The Senate has passed by the requisite constitutional majority the following bills of 
the Senate:   
 
SB 356. By Senators Murphy of the 27th, Cowsert of the 46th, Hamrick of the 30th, 

Mullis of the 53rd, Miller of the 49th and others: 
 
A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Code Section 15-6-2 of the O.C.G.A., 
relating to the number of superior court judges for each judicial circuit, so as 
to provide for an additional judge of the Bell-Forsyth Judicial Circuit; to 
provide for the initial appointment of such judge by the Governor; to provide 
for the election and term of office of such judge; to provide for additional 
court reporters and personnel and the compensation of such reporters and 
personnel; to declare inherent authority; to provide effective dates; to repeal 
conflicting laws; and for other purposes.  
 

SB 473. By Senators Harbison of the 15th, Jeffares of the 17th and Hill of the 4th: 
 
A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Code Section 40-2-84 of the Official 
Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to the issuance of license plates to 
veterans awarded Purple Hearts, so as to include persons still serving in the 
armed services; to amend Code Section 48-5-478.2 of the Official Code of 
Georgia Annotated, relating to veterans awarded Purple Heart exempt from ad 
valorem taxes provided license plate issued under Code Section 40-2-84, so as 
to provide for a refund of ad valorem taxes; to provide for related matters; to 
provide for an effective date; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other 
purposes.  
 

 Under the general order of business, established by the Committee on Rules, the 
following Bills of the House were taken up for consideration and read the third time: 
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HB 742. By Representatives Ralston of the 7th, Jones of the 46th, O`Neal of the 146th 
and England of the 108th: 

 
A BILL to make and provide appropriations for the State Fiscal year 
beginning July 1, 2012, and ending June 30, 2013. 
 

 The following Committee substitute was read: 
 
      

HOUSE SUBSTITUTE 
A BILL TO BE ENTITLED 

AN ACT 
      
To make and provide appropriations for the State Fiscal Year beginning July 1, 2012, and ending 
June 30, 2013; to make and provide such appropriations for the operation of the State 
government and its departments, boards, bureaus, commissions, institutions, and other agencies, 
for the university system, common schools, counties, municipalities, and political subdivisions, 
for all other governmental activities, projects and undertakings authorized by law, and for all 
leases, contracts, agreements, and grants authorized by law; to provide for the control and 
administration of funds; to provide an effective date; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other 
purposes. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF GEORGIA: 
 
That the sums of money hereinafter provided are appropriated for the State Fiscal Year 
beginning July 1, 2012, and ending June 30, 2013, as prescribed hereinafter for such fiscal year: 

Total Funds $39,363,089,544 
Federal Funds and Grants $11,195,737,900 
     CCDF Mandatory and Matching Funds $2,508,661 
     Child Care and Development Block Grant $224,062,050 
     Community Mental Health Services Block Grant $14,141,291 
     Community Service Block Grant $17,282,159 
     Federal Highway Administration Highway Planning and Construction $1,143,641,430 
     Foster Care Title IV-E $77,146,122 
     Low-Income Home Energy Assistance $24,827,737 
     Maternal and Child Health Services Block Grant $20,031,465 
     Medical Assistance Program $5,500,118,981 
     Prevention and Treatment of Substance Abuse Block Grant $51,480,893 
     Preventive Health and Health Services Block Grant $2,226,545 
     Social Services Block Grant $88,926,795 
     State Children's Insurance Program $273,383,425 
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     TANF Block Grant - Unobligated Balance $9,551,600 
     Temporary Assistance for Needy Families Block Grant $346,977,739 
     Federal Funds Not Specifically Identified $3,399,431,007 
Federal Recovery Funds $81,072,500 
     ARRA - State Grants to Promote Health Information Technology $8,525,193 
     Electricity Delivery and Energy Reliability, Research, Development and 
Analysis $241,475 

     Medical Assistance Program (ARRA) $13,704,454 
     Federal Funds Not Specifically Identified $58,601,378 
Other Funds $5,306,153,495 
     Agency Funds $2,839,208,548 
     Indigent Care Trust Fund - Public Hospital Authorities $139,386,524 
     Other Funds - Not Specifically Identified $298,299,605 
     Prior Year Funds - Other $19,514,151 
     Records Center Storage Fee $435,771 
     Research Funds $2,009,308,896 
State Funds $19,229,094,714 
     Brain and Spinal Injury Trust Fund $2,396,580 
     Hospital Provider Payment $235,302,027 
     Lottery Funds $904,439,791 
     Motor Fuel Funds $969,649,334 
     Nursing Home Provider Fees $157,444,961 
     State General Funds $16,814,221,256 
     Tobacco Settlement Funds $145,640,765 
Intra-State Government Transfers $3,551,030,935 
     Health Insurance Payments $3,007,087,150 
     Medicaid Services Payments - Other Agencies $289,357,262 
     Other Intra-State Government Payments $46,099,647 
     Retirement Payments $46,751,671 
     Self Insurance Trust Fund Payments $161,735,205 
  

            

  

Section 1: Georgia Senate 
  Total Funds $10,266,366 
  State Funds $10,266,366 
  State General Funds $10,266,366 
     

  1.1. Lieutenant Governor's Office 
  Total Funds $1,187,278 
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  State Funds $1,187,278 
  State General Funds $1,187,278 
     

  1.2. Secretary of the Senate's Office 
  Total Funds $1,080,389 
  State Funds $1,080,389 
  State General Funds $1,080,389 
     

  1.3. Senate 
  Total Funds $7,073,613 
  State Funds $7,073,613 
  State General Funds $7,073,613 
     

  1.4. Senate Budget and Evaluation Office 

  Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to provide budget development and evaluation 
expertise to the State Senate. 

  Total Funds $925,086 
  State Funds $925,086 
  State General Funds $925,086 
   
  

Section 2: Georgia House of Representatives 
  Total Funds $18,631,809 
  State Funds $18,631,809 
  State General Funds $18,631,809 
     

  2.1. House of Representatives 
  Total Funds $18,631,809 
  State Funds $18,631,809 
  State General Funds $18,631,809 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $18,540,176 $18,540,176 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$194,089 $194,089 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$170,807 $170,807 

  Reflect an adjustment in the workers' compensation 
premium.  

($651) ($651)
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  Reflect an adjustment in unemployment insurance premiums. ($14,271) ($14,271)
  Increase funds for general liability premiums.  $6,920 $6,920 
  Reduce funds for operating expenses. ($265,261) ($265,261)
  Amount appropriated in this Act  $18,631,809 $18,631,809 
   

  
Section 3: Georgia General Assembly Joint Offices 
  Total Funds $10,036,991 
  State Funds $10,036,991 
  State General Funds $10,036,991 
     

  3.1. Ancillary Activities 

  Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to provide services for the legislative branch 
of government. 

  Total Funds $4,807,892 
  State Funds $4,807,892 
  State General Funds $4,807,892 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $4,903,201 $4,903,201 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$27,126 $27,126 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$36,685 $36,685 

  Reflect an adjustment in telecommunications expenses.  $7,056 $7,056 

  Reflect an adjustment in the workers' compensation 
premium.  

($123) ($123)

  Reflect an adjustment in unemployment insurance premiums. ($2,704) ($2,704)
  Increase funds for general liability premiums.  $453 $453 

  Reduce funds for the State Personnel Administration 
assessment by $64 per position from $137 to $73.  

($15,104) ($15,104)

  Reduce funds for operating expenses. ($148,698) ($148,698)
  Amount appropriated in this Act  $4,807,892 $4,807,892 
     

    

  3.2. Legislative Fiscal Office 

  
Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to act as the bookkeeper-comptroller for the 
legislative branch of government and maintain an account of legislative expenditures and 
commitments. 
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  Total Funds $2,290,157 
  State Funds $2,290,157 
  State General Funds $2,290,157 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $2,244,125 $2,244,125 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$18,313 $18,313 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$24,766 $24,766 

  Reflect an adjustment in the workers' compensation 
premium.  

($89) ($89)

  Reflect an adjustment in unemployment insurance premiums. ($1,953) ($1,953)
  Increase funds for general liability premiums.  $327 $327 
  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in PeopleSoft billings. $4,668 $4,668 
  Amount appropriated in this Act  $2,290,157 $2,290,157 
     

  3.3. Office of Legislative Counsel 

  Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to provide bill-drafting services, advice and 
counsel for members of the General Assembly. 

  Total Funds $2,938,942 
  State Funds $2,938,942 
  State General Funds $2,938,942 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $2,846,707 $2,846,707 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$40,724 $40,724 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$55,073 $55,073 

  Reflect an adjustment in the workers' compensation 
premium.  

($185) ($185)

  Reflect an adjustment in unemployment insurance premiums. ($4,056) ($4,056)
  Increase funds for general liability premiums.  $679 $679 
  Amount appropriated in this Act  $2,938,942 $2,938,942 
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Section 4: Audits and Accounts, Department of 
  Total Funds $30,788,933 
  Other Funds $105,910 
  Other Funds - Not Specifically Identified $105,910 
  State Funds $30,450,223 
  State General Funds $30,450,223 
  Intra-State Government Transfers $232,800 
  Other Intra-State Government Payments $232,800 
     

  4.1. Audit and Assurance Services 

  

Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to provide audit and assurance services for 
State Agencies, Authorities, Commissions, Bureaus, and higher education systems to facilitate 
Auditor's reports for the State of Georgia Comprehensive Annual Financial Report, the State 
of Georgia Single Audit Report, and the State of Georgia Budgetary Compliance Report; to 
conduct audits of public school systems in Georgia; to perform special examinations and 
investigations; to conduct performance audits and evaluations at the request of the General 
Assembly; to conduct reviews of audits reports conducted by other independent auditors of 
local governments and non-profit organizations contracting with the State; to audit Medicaid 
provider claims; and to provide state financial information online to promote transparency in 
government. 

  Total Funds $26,821,520 
  Other Funds $105,910 
  Other Funds - Not Specifically Identified $105,910 
  State Funds $26,482,810 
  State General Funds $26,482,810 
  Intra-State Government Transfers $232,800 
  Other Intra-State Government Payments $232,800 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $25,605,609 $26,725,799 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$368,884 $368,884 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$529,757 $529,757 

  Reflect an adjustment in telecommunications expenses.  ($29,757) ($29,757)

  Reflect an adjustment in the workers' compensation 
premium.  

($16,791) ($16,791)

  Reflect an adjustment in unemployment insurance premiums. $18,300 $18,300 
  Increase funds for general liability premiums.  $21,681 $21,681 
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  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in PeopleSoft billings. $2,599 $2,599 

  Reduce funds for the State Personnel Administration 
assessment by $64 per position from $137 to $73.  

($17,472) ($17,472)

  Reduce other funds.  $0 ($781,480)
  Amount appropriated in this Act  $26,482,810 $26,821,520 
     

  4.2. Departmental Administration 

  Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to provide administrative support to all 
Department programs. 

  Total Funds $1,639,202 
  State Funds $1,639,202 
  State General Funds $1,639,202 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $1,587,057 $1,587,057 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$20,910 $20,910 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$30,246 $30,246 

  Reflect an adjustment in the workers' compensation 
premium.  

$755 $755 

  Reflect an adjustment in unemployment insurance premiums. $822 $822 
  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in PeopleSoft billings. $116 $116 

  Reduce funds for the State Personnel Administration 
assessment by $64 per position from $137 to $73.  

($704) ($704)

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $1,639,202 $1,639,202 
     

  4.3. Immigration Enforcement Review Board 

  

Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to reimburse members of the Immigration 
Enforcement Review Board for expenses incurred in connection with the investigation and 
review of complaints alleging failure of public agencies or employees to properly adhere to 
federal and state laws related to the federal work authorization program E-Verify. 

  Total Funds $20,000 
  State Funds $20,000 
  State General Funds $20,000 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $0 $0 
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  Provide operating funds for the Immigration Enforcement 
Review Board.  

$20,000 $20,000 

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $20,000 $20,000 
     

  4.4. Legislative Services 

  

Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to analyze proposed legislation affecting state 
retirement systems for fiscal impact and review actuarial investigations and to prepare fiscal 
notes upon request on other legislation having a significant impact on state revenues and/or 
expenditures. 

  Total Funds $247,561 
  State Funds $247,561 
  State General Funds $247,561 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $242,758 $242,758 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$1,973 $1,973 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$2,830 $2,830 

  Reflect an adjustment in the workers' compensation 
premium.  

$0 $0 

  Reflect an adjustment in unemployment insurance premiums. $0 $0 
  Amount appropriated in this Act  $247,561 $247,561 
     

  4.5. Statewide Equalized Adjusted Property Tax Digest 

  

Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to establish an equalized adjusted property tax 
digest for each county and for the State as a whole for use in allocating State funds for public 
school systems and equalizing property tax digests for collection of the State 1/4 mill; to 
provide the Revenue Commissioner statistical data regarding county Tax Assessor 
compliance with requirements for both uniformity of assessment and level of assessment; and 
to establish the appropriate level of assessment for centrally assessed public utility 
companies. 

  Total Funds $2,060,650 
  State Funds $2,060,650 
  State General Funds $2,060,650 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $1,991,482 $1,991,482 
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  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$29,199 $29,199 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$40,926 $40,926 

  Reflect an adjustment in the workers' compensation 
premium.  

($1,320) ($1,320)

  Reflect an adjustment in unemployment insurance premiums. $1,439 $1,439 
  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in PeopleSoft billings. $204 $204 

  Reduce funds for the State Personnel Administration 
assessment by $64 per position from $137 to $73.  

($1,280) ($1,280)

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $2,060,650 $2,060,650 
   

  
Section 5: Appeals, Court of 
  Total Funds $14,222,000 
  Other Funds $150,000 
  Other Funds - Not Specifically Identified $150,000 
  State Funds $14,072,000 
  State General Funds $14,072,000 
     

  5.1. Court of Appeals 

  

Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is for this court to review and exercise appellate 
and certiorari jurisdiction pursuant to the Constitution of the State of Georgia, Art. VI, 
Section V, Para. III, in all cases not reserved to the Supreme Court of Georgia or conferred 
on other courts by law. 

  Total Funds $14,222,000 
  Other Funds $150,000 
  Other Funds - Not Specifically Identified $150,000 
  State Funds $14,072,000 
  State General Funds $14,072,000 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $13,357,490 $13,507,490 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$233,423 $233,423 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$340,018 $340,018 

  Reflect an adjustment in telecommunications expenses.  $1,258 $1,258 

  Reflect an adjustment in the workers' compensation 
premium.  

($4,659) ($4,659)
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  Reflect an adjustment in unemployment insurance premiums. $7,845 $7,845 
  Increase funds for general liability premiums.  $5,592 $5,592 

  Reduce funds for the State Personnel Administration 
assessment by $64 per position from $137 to $73.  

($6,142) ($6,142)

  Fund one vacant staff attorney position.  $161,925 $161,925 
  Eliminate one-time funds for the appellate e-filing initiative. ($102,750) ($102,750)
  Increase funds for replacement of six-year-old computers.  $0 $0 

  Increase funds to purchase ongoing hardware and software 
maintenance for the e-filing initiative.  

$12,000 $12,000 

  Increase one-time funds to purchase software to automate 
receipt of trial court records, to support the e-filing initiative. 

$66,000 $66,000 

  Increase funds for printing costs associated with the new 
Chief Judge.  

$0 $0 

  Increase funds due to increased insurance rates and an 
increase in covered assets.  

$0 $0 

  Increase funds due to increased ERS rates for appellate 
judges and state employees.  

$0 $0 

  Convert to the PeopleSoft statewide accounting system, 
effective January 1, 2013.  

$0 $0 

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $14,072,000 $14,222,000 
   
  

Section 6: Judicial Council 
  Total Funds $16,121,794 
  Federal Funds and Grants $2,552,935 
  Federal Funds Not Specifically Identified $2,552,935 
  Other Funds $1,144,998 
  Agency Funds $876,093 
  Other Funds - Not Specifically Identified $268,905 
  State Funds $12,423,861 
  State General Funds $12,423,861 
     

  6.1. Accountability Courts 

  

Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to support adult felony drug courts, DUI 
courts, juvenile drug courts, family dependency treatment courts, and mental health courts, as 
well as the Judicial Council Standing Committee on Drug Courts and all accountability 
courts under its direction. No state funds shall be provided to any accountability court where 
such court is delinquent in the required reporting and remittance of all fines and fees 
collected by such court. 

  Total Funds $431,821 
  State Funds $431,821 
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  State General Funds $431,821 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $2,263,559 $2,263,559 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$1,944 $1,944 

  
Transfer funding for accountability court grants to the 
Criminal Justice Coordinating Council to support new and 
existing statewide accountability courts.  

($2,263,559) ($2,263,559)

  
Provide funding for a program director and two project 
management staff dedicated to the implementation of the 
statewide Accountability Courts program.  

$251,285 $251,285 

  Provide operating funds and partial annual conference costs 
to support the statewide Accountability Courts program.  

$178,592 $178,592 

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $431,821 $431,821 
     

  6.2. Georgia Office of Dispute Resolution 

  

Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to oversee the state's court-connected 
alternative dispute resolution (ADR) services by promoting the establishment of new ADR 
court programs, providing support to existing programs, establishing and enforcing 
qualifications and ethical standards, registering ADR professionals and volunteers, providing 
training, administering statewide grants, and collecting statistical data to monitor program 
effectiveness. 

  Total Funds $172,890 
  Other Funds $172,890 
  Agency Funds $172,890 
     

  6.3. Institute of Continuing Judicial Education 

  

Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to provide basic training and continuing 
education for Superior Court Judges, Juvenile Court Judges, State Court Judges, Probate 
Court Judges, Magistrate Court Judges, Municipal Court Judges, Superior Court Clerks, 
Juvenile Court Clerks, Municipal Court Clerks, and other court personnel. 

  Total Funds $1,164,992 
  Other Funds $703,203 
  Agency Funds $703,203 
  State Funds $461,789 
  State General Funds $461,789 
     

  6.4. Judicial Council 
  Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to support the Administrative Office of the 
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Courts; to support accountability courts and the Standing Committee on Drug Courts; to 
provide administrative support for the Councils of the Magistrate Court Judges, the 
Municipal Court Judges, the Probate Court Judges, and the State Court Judges; to operate 
the Child Support E-Filing system, the Child Support Guidelines Commission, the 
Commission on Interpreters, the County and Municipal Probation Advisory Council, the 
Georgia Commission on Family Violence, the Children and Family Courts division; and to 
support the Committee on Justice for Children. 

  Total Funds $13,039,876 
  Federal Funds and Grants $2,552,935 
  Federal Funds Not Specifically Identified $2,552,935 
  Other Funds $268,905 
  Other Funds - Not Specifically Identified $268,905 
  State Funds $10,218,036 
  State General Funds $10,218,036 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $9,768,489 $12,590,329 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$77,328 $77,328 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$428,916 $428,916 

  Reflect an adjustment in telecommunications expenses.  ($94,576) ($94,576)

  Reflect an adjustment in the workers' compensation 
premium.  

$2,415 $2,415 

  Reflect an adjustment in unemployment insurance premiums. ($74,527) ($74,527)
  Increase funds for general liability premiums.  $8,145 $8,145 
  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in PeopleSoft billings. $6,086 $6,086 

  

Increase funding to provide for a case management project, 
to consolidate data from disparate county systems and 
provide information and outcomes from accountability 
courts.  

$0 $0 

  Increase funding to provide for two contract interpreters for 
the remote interpreter pilot program.  

$45,760 $45,760 

  Provide funding for the Family Law Information Center pilot 
project.  

$50,000 $50,000 

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $10,218,036 $13,039,876 
     

  6.5. Judicial Qualifications Commission 

  Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to investigate complaints filed against a 
judicial officer, impose and recommend disciplinary sanctions against any judicial officer, 
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and when necessary, file formal charges against that officer and provide a formal trial or 
hearing. The purpose of this appropriation is also to produce formal and informal advisory 
opinions; provide training and guidance to judicial candidates regarding the Code of Judicial 
Conduct; and investigate allegations of unethical campaign practices. 

  Total Funds $512,215 
  State Funds $512,215 
  State General Funds $512,215 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $409,240 $409,240 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$2,975 $2,975 

  Increase funding to provide for an investigative staff attorney 
due to the increased number of complaints processed.  

$100,000 $100,000 

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $512,215 $512,215 
     

  6.6. Resource Center 

  
Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to provide direct representation to death 
penalty sentenced inmates and to recruit and assist private attorneys to represent plaintiffs in 
habeas corpus proceedings. 

  Total Funds $800,000 
  State Funds $800,000 
  State General Funds $800,000 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $565,500 $565,500 

  Increase funds to offset the elimination of funding from the 
Georgia Bar Foundation.  

$234,500 $234,500 

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $800,000 $800,000 
   
  

Section 7: Juvenile Courts 
  Total Funds $7,221,917 
  Federal Funds and Grants $447,456 
  Federal Funds Not Specifically Identified $447,456 
  State Funds $6,774,461 
  State General Funds $6,774,461 
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  7.1. Council of Juvenile Court Judges 

  
Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is for the Council of Juvenile Court Judges to 
represent all the juvenile judges in Georgia. Jurisdiction in cases involving children includes 
delinquencies, status offenses, and deprivation. 

  Total Funds $1,917,522 
  Federal Funds and Grants $447,456 
  Federal Funds Not Specifically Identified $447,456 
  State Funds $1,470,066 
  State General Funds $1,470,066 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $1,413,955 $1,861,411 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$27,851 $27,851 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$28,036 $28,036 

  Reflect an adjustment in telecommunications expenses.  $224 $224 
  Amount appropriated in this Act  $1,470,066 $1,917,522 
     

  7.2. Grants to Counties for Juvenile Court Judges 

  Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is for payment of state funds to circuits to pay for 
juvenile court judges salaries. 

  Total Funds $5,304,395 
  State Funds $5,304,395 
  State General Funds $5,304,395 
   
  

Section 8: Prosecuting Attorneys 
  Total Funds $61,605,688 
  Other Funds $1,802,127 
  Other Funds - Not Specifically Identified $1,802,127 
  State Funds $59,803,561 
  State General Funds $59,803,561 
     

  8.1. Council of Superior Court Clerks 

  
Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to assist superior court clerks throughout the 
state in the execution of their duties and to promote and assist in the training of superior 
court clerks. 

  Total Funds $187,455 
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  State Funds $187,455 
  State General Funds $187,455 
     

  8.2. District Attorneys 

  

Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is for the District Attorney to represent the State 
of Georgia in the trial and appeal of criminal cases in the Superior Court for the judicial 
circuit and delinquency cases in the juvenile courts per Ga. Const., Art. VI, Sec. VIII. Para I 
and OCGA 15-18. 

  Total Funds $54,412,942 
  Other Funds $1,802,127 
  Other Funds - Not Specifically Identified $1,802,127 
  State Funds $52,610,815 
  State General Funds $52,610,815 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $51,702,616 $53,504,743 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$803,677 $803,677 

  Increase funds to implement a promotional increase for 
Assistant District Attorneys.  

$0 $0 

  Increase funds to reinstate all state-funded victim advocates. $0 $0 

  Increase funds for deferred promotions approved in FY 2009 
and withheld due to budget shortfall.  

$0 $0 

  

Increase funds for six additional Assistant District Attorneys 
associated with the creation of new judgeships for the Bell-
Forsyth, Piedmont, Middle, Oconee, Western and Clayton 
Circuits.  

$104,522 $104,522 

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $52,610,815 $54,412,942 
     

  8.3. Prosecuting Attorney's Council 

  Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to assist Georgia's District Attorneys and State 
Court Solicitors. 

  Total Funds $7,005,291 
  State Funds $7,005,291 
  State General Funds $7,005,291 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $5,444,632 $5,444,632 
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  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$42,299 $42,299 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$1,131,097 $1,131,097 

  Reflect an adjustment in telecommunications expenses.  ($1,740) ($1,740)

  Reflect an adjustment in the workers' compensation 
premium.  

$75,634 $75,634 

  Reflect an adjustment in unemployment insurance premiums. $44,328 $44,328 
  Increase funds for general liability premiums.  $191,474 $191,474 
  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in PeopleSoft billings. $4,729 $4,729 

  Increase funds to provide for a statewide Victim Witness and 
Grants Coordinator. 

$0 $0 

  Increase funds to restore rent reductions taken in FY 2012.  $72,838 $72,838 

  Restore funds for personal services and operations reduced in 
FY 2012.  

$0 $0 

  Increase funds to expedite the deployment of Tracker 
statewide. 

$0 $0 

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $7,005,291 $7,005,291 
   
  

Section 9: Superior Courts 
  Total Funds $61,217,017 
  State Funds $61,217,017 
  State General Funds $61,217,017 
     

  9.1. Council of Superior Court Judges 

  

Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is for the operations of the Council of Superior 
Court Judges and is to further the improvement of the Superior Court in the administration of 
justice through leadership, training, policy development and budgetary and fiscal 
administration. 

  Total Funds $1,425,126 
  State Funds $1,425,126 
  State General Funds $1,425,126 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $1,202,718 $1,202,718 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$16,817 $16,817 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$22,743 $22,743 
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  Reflect an adjustment in telecommunications expenses.  $2,299 $2,299 

  Reflect an adjustment in the workers' compensation 
premium.  

($28,348) ($28,348)

  Reflect an adjustment in unemployment insurance premiums. ($10,539) ($10,539)
  Increase funds for general liability premiums.  $167,674 $167,674 
  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in PeopleSoft billings. $4,962 $4,962 

  Provide additional funding for temporary labor to replace 
eliminated positions.  

$46,800 $46,800 

  
Increase funding for two positions to provide in-house 
continuing judicial education training for Superior Court 
judges.  

$0 $0 

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $1,425,126 $1,425,126 
     

  9.2. Judicial Administrative Districts 

  
Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to provide regional administrative support to 
the judges of the superior court. This support includes managing budgets, policy, procedure, 
and providing a liaison between local and state courts. 

  Total Funds $2,336,893 
  State Funds $2,336,893 
  State General Funds $2,336,893 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $2,179,029 $2,179,029 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$31,277 $31,277 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$42,297 $42,297 

  Restore FY 2012 personal services reductions.  $18,051 $18,051 

  Restore a portion of operating funds reduced from FY 2009 
through FY 2012 as a result of budget reductions.  

$66,239 $66,239 

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $2,336,893 $2,336,893 
     

  9.3. Superior Court Judges 

  

Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to enable Georgia's Superior Courts to be the 
general jurisdiction trial court and exercise exclusive, constitutional authority over felony 
cases, divorce, equity and cases regarding title to land, provided that law clerks over the fifty 
provided by law are to be allocated back to the circuits by caseload ranks. 

  Total Funds $57,454,998 
  State Funds $57,454,998 
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  State General Funds $57,454,998 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $55,388,265 $55,388,265 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$762,924 $762,924 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$244,996 $244,996 

  Restore FY 2012 personal services reductions.  $168,558 $168,558 

  Increase funds to fill frozen non-statutory law clerk positions 
and two additional law clerks.  

$111,975 $111,975 

  Restore FY 2012 base budget reductions to travel associated 
with continuing judicial education.  

$128,073 $128,073 

  Increase funding for operations associated with in-house 
continuing judicial education for Superior Court judges.  

$0 $0 

  
Provide funding for two Superior Court judgeships in the 
Piedmont and Bell-Forsyth Circuits, effective January 1, 
2013.  

$350,207 $350,207 

  
Provide funding for Senior Judges to direct new and existing 
Accountability Courts in circuits not currently served by an 
Accountability Court judge.  

$250,000 $250,000 

  Reduce HB 78 (2011 Session) funding for senior judges in 
circuits with Accountability Courts.  

($50,000) ($50,000)

  Provide additional funding for Senior Judges.  $100,000 $100,000 
  Amount appropriated in this Act  $57,454,998 $57,454,998 
   
  

Section 10: Supreme Court 
  Total Funds $10,953,120 
  Other Funds $1,859,823 
  Other Funds - Not Specifically Identified $1,859,823 
  State Funds $9,093,297 
  State General Funds $9,093,297 
     

  10.1. Supreme Court of Georgia 

  

Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to support the Supreme Court of Georgia 
which exercises exclusive appellate jurisdiction in all cases involving: the construction of a 
treaty, the Constitution of the State of Georgia or of the United States, the constitutionality of 
a law, ordinance, or constitutional provision that has been drawn in question, and all cases of 
election contest per Ga. Const. Art. VI, Section VI, Para. II. The purpose of this appropriation 
is also to support the Supreme Court of Georgia in its exercise of jurisdiction in cases per Ga. 
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Const. Art. VI, Section VI, Para. III and its administration of the Bar Exam and oversight of 
the Office of Reporter of Decisions. 

  Total Funds $10,953,120 
  Other Funds $1,859,823 
  Other Funds - Not Specifically Identified $1,859,823 
  State Funds $9,093,297 
  State General Funds $9,093,297 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  
  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $8,625,575 $10,485,398 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$124,049 $124,049 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$191,238 $191,238 

  Reflect an adjustment in telecommunications expenses.  $3,467 $3,467 

  Reflect an adjustment in the workers' compensation 
premium.  

($1,801) ($1,801)

  Reflect an adjustment in unemployment insurance premiums. $4,168 $4,168 
  Increase funds for general liability premiums.  $2,126 $2,126 
  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in PeopleSoft billings. $1,007 $1,007 

  Reduce funds for the State Personnel Administration 
assessment by $64 per position from $137 to $73.  

($2,479) ($2,479)

  Increase funds to allow for salary parity between Supreme 
Court and Court of Appeals staff attorneys.  

$66,520 $66,520 

  Increase funds to establish a dedicated capital case docket 
clerk to ensure timely and accurate case processing.  

$79,427 $79,427 

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $9,093,297 $10,953,120 
   
  

Section 11: Accounting Office, State 
  Total Funds $16,701,889 
  State Funds $3,791,064 
  State General Funds $3,791,064 
  Intra-State Government Transfers $12,910,825 
  Other Intra-State Government Payments $12,910,825 
     

  11.1. State Accounting Office 
  Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to prescribe statewide accounting policies, 



2266 JOURNAL OF THE HOUSE 

procedures and practices, to provide financial management leadership to state agencies, to 
prepare and provide annual financial statements, and other statutory or regulatory reports, to 
develop and maintain the state's financial and human capital management systems, and to 
improve the accountability and efficiency of various financial and operational processes. 

  Total Funds $16,701,889 
  State Funds $3,791,064 
  State General Funds $3,791,064 
  Intra-State Government Transfers $12,910,825 
  Other Intra-State Government Payments $12,910,825 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $3,689,254 $15,882,153 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$48,694 $48,694 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$65,160 $65,160 

  Reflect an adjustment in the workers' compensation 
premium.  

$392 $392 

  Reflect an adjustment in unemployment insurance premiums. $23,175 $23,175 
  Increase funds for general liability premiums.  $4,859 $4,859 

  Reduce funds for the State Personnel Administration 
assessment by $64 per position from $137 to $73.  

($470) ($470)

  
Transfer one position from the Office of the Commissioner 
of Insurance to the State Accounting Office for Comptroller 
General activities.  

$0 $0 

  Eliminate contract with the Carl Vinson Institute of 
Government for training.  

($40,000) ($40,000)

  Increase billings for PeopleSoft to reflect statewide 
adjustments. 

$0 $717,926 

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $3,791,064 $16,701,889 
   
  

Section 12: Administrative Services, Department of 
  Total Funds $197,995,602 
  Other Funds $31,469,883 
  Agency Funds $15,216,931 
  Other Funds - Not Specifically Identified $16,252,952 
  State Funds $4,790,514 
  State General Funds $4,790,514 
  Intra-State Government Transfers $161,735,205 
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  Self Insurance Trust Fund Payments $161,735,205 
  
The Department is authorized to assess no more than $73.00 per budgeted position for the cost 
of departmental operations and may roll forward any unexpended prior years Merit System 
Assessment balance to be expended in the current fiscal year. 
     

  12.1. Departmental Administration 

  Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to provide administrative support to all 
department programs. 

  Total Funds $5,379,732 
  Other Funds $5,379,732 
  Other Funds - Not Specifically Identified $5,379,732 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $0 $4,050,370 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$0 $176,927 

  

Transfer 14 positions and $1,152,435 of other funds from the 
State Personnel Administration to the Department of 
Administrative Services for statewide human resources 
support. 

$0 $1,152,435 

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $0 $5,379,732 
     

  12.2. Fleet Management 

  

Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to provide and manage a fuel card program 
for state and local governments, to implement the Motor Vehicle Contract Maintenance 
Program to provide repairs, roadside assistance, and maintenance for state and local 
government fleets, and to establish a motor pool for traveling state employees. 

  Total Funds $1,020,141 
  Other Funds $1,020,141 
  Other Funds - Not Specifically Identified $1,020,141 
     

  12.3. Human Resources Administration  

  

Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to provide centralized services for statewide 
human resources in support of state agencies, the State Personnel Board, and employees; 
develop human resource policies, create job descriptions and classification, develop fair and 
consistent compensation practices, and administer the employee benefits program. 

  Total Funds $8,654,485 
  Other Funds $8,654,485 
  Other Funds - Not Specifically Identified $8,654,485 
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  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $0 $0 

  

Transfer 28 positions and $8,654,485 of other funds from the 
State Personnel Administration to the Department of 
Administrative Services for statewide human resources 
support. 

$0 $8,654,485 

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $0 $8,654,485 
     

  12.4. Mail and Courier 

  
Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to operate an interoffice mail services network 
providing daily and specialized courier services to state offices within thirty-five miles of 
metro Atlanta. 

  Total Funds $0 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $0 $1,079,669 

  Reduce other funds ($1,079,669) and eliminate 13 vacant 
positions and nine motor vehicles.  

$0 ($1,079,669)

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $0 $0 
     

  12.5. Risk Management 

  

Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to administer a liability insurance program to 
protect state government and employees from work-related claims, to provide indemnification 
funds for public officers and public school personnel in case of disability or death, to identify 
and control risks and hazards to minimize loss, to insure state-owned buildings and property 
against damage or destruction, to partner with the Department of Labor in administering 
unemployment claims, and to administer the Workers Compensation Program. 

  Total Funds $161,735,205 
  Intra-State Government Transfers $161,735,205 
  Self Insurance Trust Fund Payments $161,735,205 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $0 $136,459,599 

  Increase funds to reflect the DOAS General Liability Trust 
Fund premiums (Total Funds: $26,000,000). (G:YES)  

$0 $0 

  Increase funds to reflect Workers' Compensation premiums. $0 $22,775,606 
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  Reflect additional billings of $2,500,000 for unemployment 
insurance expenses. 

$0 $2,500,000 

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $0 $161,735,205 
     
    

  12.6. State Purchasing 

  

Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to publicize government contract opportunities 
on the Georgia Procurement Registry; to maintain a comprehensive listing of all agency 
contracts; to manage bids, Requests For Proposals, and Requests For Quotes; to provide and 
oversee Purchasing Cards; to conduct reverse auctions for non-construction goods and 
services valued above $100,000; to leverage the state's purchasing power in obtaining 
contracts; to train vendors seeking contract opportunities; and to certify Small and/or 
Minority Business Vendors. 

  Total Funds $10,319,374 
  Other Funds $10,319,374 
  Agency Funds $10,319,374 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $0 $10,000,000 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$0 $319,374 

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $0 $10,319,374 
     

  12.7. Surplus Property 

  
Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to reduce cost through maximization of the 
useful life of state-owned equipment and redistribution of property to state and local 
governments, qualifying non-profits, and to the public through auction.  

  Total Funds $1,198,594 
  Other Funds $1,198,594 
  Other Funds - Not Specifically Identified $1,198,594 
  
  The following appropriations are for agencies attached for administrative purposes. 
     

  12.8. Certificate of Need Appeal Panel 

  Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to review decisions made by the Department of 
Community Health on Certificate of Need applications. 

  Total Funds $40,728 
  State Funds $40,728 
  State General Funds $40,728 
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  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $41,559 $41,559 
  Reduce funds for operating expenses. ($831) ($831)
  Amount appropriated in this Act  $40,728 $40,728 
     

  12.9. Compensation per General Assembly Resolutions 

  
Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to purchase annuities and other products for 
wrongfully convicted inmates when directed by the General Assembly upon passage of the 
required House Resolutions. 

  Total Funds $413,974 
  State Funds $413,974 
  State General Funds $413,974 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $0 $0 

  

Increase funds pursuant to HR 1160 (2012 Session) to 
purchase a 20-year annuity with an initial $100,000 lump 
sum payment for an  
individual who was wrongfully imprisoned.  

$406,474 $406,474 

  Increase funds pursuant to HR 1161 (2012 Session) to 
compensate an individual who was injured.  

$7,500 $7,500 

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $413,974 $413,974 
     

  12.10. Office of State Administrative Hearings 

  

Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to provide an independent forum for the 
impartial and timely resolution of disputes between the public and state agencies, and to 
create and provide necessary funding for an independent trial court with concurrent 
jurisdiction with the superior courts of Georgia which will address tax disputes involving the 
Department of Revenue. 

  Total Funds $4,246,830 
  Other Funds $1,451,269 
  Agency Funds $1,451,269 
  State Funds $2,795,561 
  State General Funds $2,795,561 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  
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  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $2,562,711 $3,863,516 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$31,066 $31,066 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$52,292 $52,292 

  Reflect an adjustment in the workers' compensation 
premium.  

$18,207 $18,207 

  Reflect an adjustment in unemployment insurance premiums. $5,233 $5,233 
  Increase funds for general liability premiums.  $1,486 $1,486 
  Reduce funds for temporary employees. ($51,254) ($51,254)
  Replace state funds with other funds for operating expenses. ($150,464) $0 

  Provide salaries and operating funds for the Georgia Tax 
Court, HB 100 (2012 Session).  

$326,284 $326,284 

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $2,795,561 $4,246,830 
     

  12.11. Office of the State Treasurer 

  

Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to set cash management policies for state 
agencies; assist agencies with bank services and accounts; monitor agency deposits and 
disbursement patterns; to invest funds for state and local entities; to track warrants, fund 
agency allotments, and pay state debt service; and to manage state revenue collections; and 
to manage the Path2College 529 Plan. 

  Total Funds $3,446,288 
  Other Funds $3,446,288 
  Agency Funds $3,446,288 
     

  12.12. Payments to Georgia Aviation Authority 

  
Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to provide oversight and efficient operation of 
state aircraft and aviation operations to ensure the safety of state air travelers and aviation 
property. 

  Total Funds $1,540,251 
  State Funds $1,540,251 
  State General Funds $1,540,251 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $5,255,824 $5,255,824 

  
Eliminate 18 filled and three vacant positions, and operating 
expenses, and use funds for aviation charter contracts (Total 
Funds: $1,400,000). (G:YES)  

$0 $0 
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Reflect an Executive Order, to transfer nine months funding 
and six positions from the Georgia Aviation Authority to the 
Department of Public Safety.  

($958,755) ($958,755)

  Transfer funds and 13 positions from the Georgia Aviation 
Authority to the Georgia Forestry Commission. 

($1,482,928) ($1,482,928)

  Transfer funds and four positions from the Georgia Aviation 
Authority to the Department of Natural Resources.  

($744,140) ($744,140)

  Transfer funds for operating expenses from the Georgia 
Aviation Authority to the Department of Public Safety. 

($529,750) ($529,750)

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $1,540,251 $1,540,251 
     

  12.13. Payments to Georgia Technology Authority 

  
Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to set the direction for the state's use of 
technology and promote efficient, secure, and cost-effective delivery of information 
technology services. 

  Total Funds $0 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $0 $0 

  Provide for a payment to the Office of the State Treasurer of 
$4,315,917. (G:YES)  

$0 $0 

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $0 $0 
   
  

Section 13: Agriculture, Department of 
  Total Funds $51,352,061 
  Federal Funds and Grants $7,163,980 
  Federal Funds Not Specifically Identified $7,163,980 
  Other Funds $3,454,038 
  Other Funds - Not Specifically Identified $3,454,038 
  State Funds $40,734,043 
  State General Funds $40,734,043 
     

  13.1. Athens and Tifton Veterinary Laboratories 

  

Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to provide payment to the Board of Regents for 
diagnostic laboratory testing, for veterinary consultation and assistance, for disease 
surveillance, and for outreach to veterinarians, animal industries, and pet owners within the 
State of Georgia. 

  Total Funds $2,810,149 
  State Funds $2,810,149 
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  State General Funds $2,810,149 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $2,867,499 $2,867,499 
  Reduce funds for operating expenses.  ($57,350) ($57,350)
  Amount appropriated in this Act  $2,810,149 $2,810,149 
     

  13.2. Consumer Protection 

  

Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to provide for public health and safety by 
monitoring, inspecting and regulating the cultivation, processing, and production of livestock, 
meat, poultry, and other food products; by inspecting establishments that sell food for offsite 
consumption, food warehouses, wholesale and mobile meat and seafood vendors, dairy farms, 
and food banks; by certifying organic products, shellfish, and bottled water; by monitoring, 
inspecting, and regulating the companion animal, bird, and equine industries (including 
reports of abuse by private owners); by monitoring, inspecting, and regulating the plant and 
apiary industries including performing phytosanitary inspections; by monitoring, inspecting, 
and regulating the pesticide and wood treatment industries; by monitoring, inspecting, and 
regulating animal feed, pet food, and grains; and by monitoring, inspecting, and regulating 
elevators, amusement park rides, and boilers. The purpose of this appropriation is also to 
ensure accurate commercial transactions by monitoring, inspecting, and regulating weights 
and measures and fuel sales. 

  Total Funds $32,955,120 
  Federal Funds and Grants $7,128,980 
  Federal Funds Not Specifically Identified $7,128,980 
  Other Funds $1,501,004 
  Other Funds - Not Specifically Identified $1,501,004 
  State Funds $24,325,136 
  State General Funds $24,325,136 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $16,546,818 $31,393,659 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$202,160 $202,160 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$303,036 $303,036 

  Reflect an adjustment in telecommunications expenses.  ($22,985) ($22,985)

  Reflect an adjustment in the workers' compensation 
premium.  

$2,152 $2,152 

  Reflect an adjustment in unemployment insurance premiums. $304 $304 
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  Increase funds for general liability premiums.  $77,839 $77,839 
  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in PeopleSoft billings. $7,384 $7,384 

  Reduce funds for the State Personnel Administration 
assessment by $64 per position from $137 to $73.  

($25,503) ($25,503)

  
Transfer funds and 63 positions from the Department of 
Labor to the Department of Agriculture for the Safety 
Inspections program.  

$0 $0 

  Reduce funds for personal services to reflect projected 
expenditures.  

($322,309) ($422,250)

  
Provide state funds to replace fees required to be remitted to 
the Office of the State Treasurer pursuant to the State of 
Georgia 2011 Budgetary Compliance Report.  

$7,556,240 $1,439,324 

  Reflect a change in the purpose statement. (G:YES)  $0 $0
  Amount appropriated in this Act  $24,325,136 $32,955,120 
     

  13.3. Departmental Administration 

  Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to provide administrative support for all 
programs of the department. 

  Total Funds $4,608,992 
  State Funds $4,608,992 
  State General Funds $4,608,992 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $2,219,566 $4,643,794 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$28,651 $28,651 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$54,685 $54,685 

  Reflect an adjustment in telecommunications expenses.  ($6,115) ($6,115)

  Reflect an adjustment in the workers' compensation 
premium.  

$315 $315 

  Reflect an adjustment in unemployment insurance premiums. $44 $44 
  Increase funds for general liability premiums.  $11,377 $11,377 
  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in PeopleSoft billings. $1,079 $1,079 

  Reduce funds for the State Personnel Administration 
assessment by $64 per position from $137 to $73.  

($3,728) ($3,728)

  Reduce funds for personal services to reflect projected 
expenditures and eliminate two filled positions.  

($96,417) ($96,417)
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Provide state funds to replace fees required to be remitted to 
the Office of the State Treasurer pursuant to the State of 
Georgia 2011 Budgetary Compliance Report.  

$2,450,810 $26,582 

  Reduce funds based on a decrease in occupancy in the 
Agriculture Building.  

($51,275) ($51,275)

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $4,608,992 $4,608,992 
     

  13.4. Marketing and Promotion 

  

Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to manage the state's farmers markets, to 
promote Georgia's agricultural products domestically and internationally, to administer 
relevant certification marks, to provide poultry and livestock commodity data, to administer 
surety bonds, to provide information to the public, and to publish Market Bulletin. 

  Total Funds $6,929,763 
  Federal Funds and Grants $35,000 
  Federal Funds Not Specifically Identified $35,000 
  Other Funds $1,953,034 
  Other Funds - Not Specifically Identified $1,953,034 
  State Funds $4,941,729 
  State General Funds $4,941,729 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $5,180,528 $7,201,945 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$61,616 $61,616 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$47,164 $47,164 

  Reflect an adjustment in telecommunications expenses.  ($9,447) ($9,447)

  Reflect an adjustment in the workers' compensation 
premium.  

$389 $389 

  Reflect an adjustment in unemployment insurance premiums. $55 $55 
  Increase funds for general liability premiums.  $14,087 $14,087 
  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in PeopleSoft billings. $1,333 $1,333 

  Reduce funds for the State Personnel Administration 
assessment by $64 per position from $137 to $73.  

($4,615) ($4,615)

  Reduce funds for personal services to reflect projected 
expenditures and eliminate one vacant position.  

($60,212) ($93,595)

  Reduce funds for operating expenses and seek alternative 
strategies to provide livestock market reporting. 

($229,961) ($229,961)

  Replace state funds with other funds for administrative and 
financial support for the Commodity Commissions.  

($156,629) ($156,629)
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  Reduce funds for travel expenses.  ($2,579) ($2,579)
  Reduce contract funds.  ($100,000) ($100,000)
  Provide funds for the H1B/H2A Guest Worker program.  $200,000 $200,000 
  Amount appropriated in this Act  $4,941,729 $6,929,763 
     

  13.5. Poultry Veterinary Diagnostic Labs 

  Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to pay for operation of the Poultry Diagnostic 
Veterinary Labs, which conduct disease diagnoses and monitoring. 

  Total Funds $2,763,298 
  State Funds $2,763,298 
  State General Funds $2,763,298 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $2,819,692 $2,819,692 
  Reduce funds for operating expenses.  ($56,394) ($56,394)
  Amount appropriated in this Act  $2,763,298 $2,763,298 
  
  The following appropriations are for agencies attached for administrative purposes. 
     

  13.6. Payments to Georgia Agricultural Exposition Authority 

  Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to reduce the rates charged by the Georgia 
Agricultural Exposition Authority for youth and livestock events. 

  Total Funds $1,284,739 
  State Funds $1,284,739 
  State General Funds $1,284,739 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $1,291,942 $1,291,942 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$4,603 $4,603 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$8,108 $8,108 

  Reflect an adjustment in the workers' compensation 
premium.  

($1,642) ($1,642)

  Reflect an adjustment in unemployment insurance premiums. $5,605 $5,605 
  Increase funds for general liability premiums.  $1,962 $1,962 
  Reduce funds for regular operating expenses.  ($25,839) ($25,839)
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  Amount appropriated in this Act  $1,284,739 $1,284,739 
   
  

Section 14: Banking and Finance, Department of 
  Total Funds $11,311,111 
  State Funds $11,311,111 
  State General Funds $11,311,111 
     

  14.1. Consumer Protection and Assistance 

  Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to provide legal advice and legislative drafting 
support for the Commissioner and staff. 

  Total Funds $218,206 
  State Funds $218,206 
  State General Funds $218,206 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $211,192 $211,192 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$2,896 $2,896 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$3,794 $3,794 

  Reflect an adjustment in telecommunications expenses.  $85 $85 

  Reflect an adjustment in the workers' compensation 
premium.  

$111 $111 

  Reflect an adjustment in unemployment insurance premiums. $139 $139 
  Increase funds for general liability premiums.  $81 $81 
  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in PeopleSoft billings. $33 $33 

  Reduce funds for the State Personnel Administration 
assessment by $64 per position from $137 to $73.  

($125) ($125)

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $218,206 $218,206 
     

  14.2. Departmental Administration 

  Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to provide administrative support to all 
department programs. 

  Total Funds $2,014,908 
  State Funds $2,014,908 
  State General Funds $2,014,908 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  
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  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $1,970,213 $1,970,213 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$26,289 $26,289 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$34,432 $34,432 

  Reflect an adjustment in telecommunications expenses.  $777 $777 

  Reflect an adjustment in the workers' compensation 
premium.  

$1,007 $1,007 

  Reflect an adjustment in unemployment insurance premiums. $1,267 $1,267 
  Increase funds for general liability premiums.  $737 $737 
  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in PeopleSoft billings. $300 $300 

  Reduce funds for the State Personnel Administration 
assessment by $64 per position from $137 to $73.  

($1,134) ($1,134)

  Reduce funding for computer charges. ($14,000) ($14,000)
  Reduce funding for regular operating expenses. ($4,980) ($4,980)
  Amount appropriated in this Act  $2,014,908 $2,014,908 
     

  14.3. Financial Institution Supervision 

  

Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to examine and regulate depository financial 
institutions, state-chartered banks, trust companies, credit unions, bank holding companies, 
and international banking organizations; to track performance of financial service providers 
operating in Georgia, to monitor industry trends, respond to negative trends, and establish 
operating guidelines; and to collaborate with law enforcement, federal regulators, and other 
regulatory agencies on examination findings. 

  Total Funds $7,169,024 
  State Funds $7,169,024 
  State General Funds $7,169,024 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $7,033,886 $7,033,886 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$95,474 $95,474 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$125,047 $125,047 

  Reflect an adjustment in telecommunications expenses.  $2,822 $2,822 

  Reflect an adjustment in the workers' compensation 
premium.  

$3,657 $3,657 

  Reflect an adjustment in unemployment insurance premiums. $4,601 $4,601 
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  Increase funds for general liability premiums.  $2,676 $2,676 
  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in PeopleSoft billings. $1,091 $1,091 

  Reduce funds for the State Personnel Administration 
assessment by $64 per position from $137 to $73.  

($4,120) ($4,120)

  Reduce funding in computer charges. ($27,000) ($27,000)
  Reduce funding for regular operating expenses. ($23,110) ($23,110)
  Maintain one vacant position.  ($46,000) ($46,000)
  Amount appropriated in this Act  $7,169,024 $7,169,024 
     

  14.4. Non-Depository Financial Institution Supervision 

  

Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to protect consumers from unfair, deceptive or 
fraudulent residential mortgage lending practices and money service businesses, protect 
consumers by licensing, regulating, and enforce applicable laws and regulations, and provide 
efficient and flexible application, registrations and notification procedures for non-depository 
financial institutions. 

  Total Funds $1,908,973 
  State Funds $1,908,973 
  State General Funds $1,908,973 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $1,855,901 $1,855,901 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$17,229 $17,229 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$33,011 $33,011 

  Reflect an adjustment in telecommunications expenses.  $745 $745 

  Reflect an adjustment in the workers' compensation 
premium.  

$966 $966 

  Reflect an adjustment in unemployment insurance premiums. $1,215 $1,215 
  Increase funds for general liability premiums.  $706 $706 
  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in PeopleSoft billings. $288 $288 

  Reduce funds for the State Personnel Administration 
assessment by $64 per position from $137 to $73.  

($1,088) ($1,088)

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $1,908,973 $1,908,973 
   
  

Section 15: Behavioral Health and Developmental Disabilities, Department of 
  Total Funds $1,153,241,938 
  Federal Funds and Grants $156,261,708 
  Community Mental Health Services Block Grant $14,141,291 
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  Medical Assistance Program $24,477,192 
  Prevention and Treatment of Substance Abuse Block Grant $51,480,893 
  Social Services Block Grant $35,981,142 
  Temporary Assistance for Needy Families Block Grant $11,568,720 
  Federal Funds Not Specifically Identified $18,612,470 
  Other Funds $55,779,370 
  Agency Funds $39,356,648 
  Other Funds - Not Specifically Identified $16,422,722 
  State Funds $938,403,807 
  State General Funds $928,148,669 
  Tobacco Settlement Funds $10,255,138 
  Intra-State Government Transfers $2,797,053 
  Other Intra-State Government Payments $2,797,053 
     

  15.1. Adult Addictive Diseases Services 

  

Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to provide a continuum of programs, services 
and supports for adults who abuse alcohol and other drugs or who have a chemical 
dependency. The purpose of this appropriation is also to provide assistance for compulsive 
gamblers. 

  Total Funds $89,839,900 
  Federal Funds and Grants $44,328,551 
  Medical Assistance Program $200,000 
  Prevention and Treatment of Substance Abuse Block Grant $30,059,831 
  Social Services Block Grant $2,500,000 
  Temporary Assistance for Needy Families Block Grant $11,568,720 
  Other Funds $435,203 
  Agency Funds $434,903 
  Other Funds - Not Specifically Identified $300 
  State Funds $45,076,146 
  State General Funds $45,076,146 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $43,587,912 $94,413,434 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$520,694 $520,694 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$71,654 $71,654 

  Reflect an adjustment in telecommunications expenses.  $2,402 $2,402 
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  Reflect an adjustment in the workers' compensation 
premium.  

$91,319 $91,319 

  Reduce TANF funds to recognize the loss of the TANF 
Supplemental grant. 

$0 ($8,561,768)

  

Utilize at least $75,000 from administration funds, $846,819 
from state funds, and $122,400 from an Independent Living 
Supports contract to reduce the effects of the TANF 
Supplemental grant loss.  

$0 $0 

  

Transfer Social Services Block Grant funds from Adult 
Developmental Disabilities Services program to the Adult 
Addictive Diseases Services program to reduce the effects of 
the TANF Supplemental grant loss.  

$0 $2,500,000 

  Provide funds to reduce the effects of the TANF 
Supplemental grant loss.  

$802,165 $802,165 

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $45,076,146 $89,839,900 
     

  15.2. Adult Developmental Disabilities Services 

  
Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to promote independence of adults with 
significant development disabilities through institutional care, community support and 
respite, job readiness, training, and a crisis and access line. 

  Total Funds $341,114,257 
  Federal Funds and Grants $37,922,210 
  Medical Assistance Program $11,778,039 
  Social Services Block Grant $26,144,171 
  Other Funds $28,706,127 
  Agency Funds $17,521,674 
  Other Funds - Not Specifically Identified $11,184,453 
  State Funds $274,485,920 
  State General Funds $264,230,782 
  Tobacco Settlement Funds $10,255,138 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $259,833,323 $328,682,850 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$1,411,083 $1,411,083 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$1,648,044 $1,648,044 

  Reflect an adjustment in telecommunications expenses.  $55,256 $55,256 

  Reflect an adjustment in the workers' compensation 
premium.  

$163,007 $163,007 
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Use Balancing Incentive Payment program for additional 100 
waiver slots for the New Options Waiver (NOW) and 
Comprehensive Waiver (COMP) as part of the Department 
of Justice Settlement Agreement. (G:YES)  

$0 $0 

  

Use Balancing Incentive Payment program to annualize the 
cost of 150 FY 2012 waiver slots for the Comprehensive 
Waiver (COMP) as part of the Department of Justice 
Settlement Agreement. (G:YES)  

$0 $0 

  Reduce funds for contractual services. ($575,000) ($725,000)

  

Provide for additional 150 waiver slots for the 
Comprehensive Waiver (COMP) and annualize the cost of 
100 FY 2012 waiver slots for the NOW and COMP as part of 
the Department of Justice Settlement Agreement.  

$5,290,181 $6,130,225 

  Provide funds to reflect change in federal participation rate 
from 65.95% to 65.71%. 

$1,110,719 $1,110,719 

  
Provide funding for developmental disabilities consumers in 
community settings to comply with the requirements of the 
Department of Justice ADA settlement (excludes waivers). 

$4,216,000 $4,216,000 

  Recognize one-time savings from Money Follows the Person 
program by utilizing an enhanced federal matching rate. 

($1,577,468) ($1,577,468)

  Reduce TANF funds to recognize the loss of the TANF 
Supplemental grant.  

$0 ($411,234)

  
Transfer state funds from the Direct Care Support Services 
program to the Adult Developmental Disabilities Services 
program to properly align budget to expenditures.  

$2,810,775 $2,810,775 

  

Transfer Social Services Block Grant funds from the Adult 
Developmental Disabilities Services program to the Adult 
Addictive Services program to reduce the effects of the 
TANF Supplemental grant loss.  

$0 ($2,500,000)

  
Use Balancing Incentive Payment Program to annualize the 
cost of NOW and COMP waivers for youths aging out of 
DFCS.  

$0 $0 

  Provide additional funding for the Emory Autism Center.  $100,000 $100,000 
  Amount appropriated in this Act  $274,485,920 $341,114,257 
     

  15.3. Adult Forensic Services 

  

Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to provide psychological evaluations of 
defendants, mental health screening and evaluations, inpatient mental health treatment, 
competency remediation, forensic evaluation services, and supportive housing for forensic 
consumers. 

  Total Funds $68,415,154 
  Other Funds $26,500 
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  Other Funds - Not Specifically Identified $26,500 
  State Funds $68,388,654 
  State General Funds $68,388,654 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $55,669,763 $55,696,263 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$720,818 $720,818 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$859,849 $859,849 

  Reflect an adjustment in telecommunications expenses.  $28,829 $28,829 

  
Provide funds for contract forensic evaluators to perform 
evaluations statewide, depending upon areas of greatest need 
or backlog.  

$450,000 $450,000 

  Provide funding for an additional 40 bed unit to decrease the 
waiting list for forensic services. 

$5,600,000 $5,600,000 

  
Transfer state funds from the Direct Care Support Services 
program to the Adult Forensic Services program to properly 
align budget to expenditures. 

$5,059,395 $5,059,395 

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $68,388,654 $68,415,154 
     

  15.4. Adult Mental Health Services 

  
Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to provide evaluation, treatment, crisis 
stabilization, and residential services to facilitate rehabilitation and recovery for adults with 
mental illnesses. 

  Total Funds $305,891,693 
  Federal Funds and Grants $23,844,101 
  Community Mental Health Services Block Grant $8,800,725 
  Medical Assistance Program $1,982,065 
  Federal Funds Not Specifically Identified $13,061,311 
  Other Funds $2,303,357 
  Agency Funds $1,130,000 
  Other Funds - Not Specifically Identified $1,173,357 
  State Funds $279,744,235 
  State General Funds $279,744,235 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $259,114,287 $282,085,894 
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  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$2,886,837 $2,886,837 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$988,827 $988,827 

  Reflect an adjustment in telecommunications expenses.  $36,709 $36,709 

  Reflect an adjustment in the workers' compensation 
premium.  

$163,260 $163,260 

  Provide funding for an emergency psychiatric service center. 
(G:YES)  

$0 $0 

  
Use Balancing Incentive Payment program payments to 
invest in home and community-based services options in 
Medicaid. (G:YES)  

$0 $0 

  Reduce funds for contractual services. ($3,045,414) ($3,045,414)

  Provide funds to reflect change in federal participation rate 
from 65.95% to 65.71%. 

$434,707 $434,707 

  
Provide funding for mental health consumers in community 
settings to comply with the requirements of the Department 
of Justice ADA settlement. 

$20,342,253 $20,342,253 

  Replace state funds with Medicaid administrative funds for 
contractual services. 

($1,078,886) $0 

  Replace state funds with Mental Health Block Grant funds 
for contractual services. 

($2,096,965) $0 

  
Transfer state funds from the Direct Care Support Services 
program to the Adult Mental Health Services program to 
properly align budget to expenditures.  

$2,248,620 $2,248,620 

  Annualize the reduction of funds based on prior 
expenditures.  

($500,000) ($500,000)

  Provide funding for the continuation of the Opening Doors to 
Recovery Project.  

$250,000 $250,000 

  

Services should be provided and prioritized in accordance 
with Georgia's safety net obligations and are not intended to 
compete with services provided for patients with private 
insurance.  

$0 $0 

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $279,744,235 $305,891,693 
     

  15.5. Adult Nursing Home Services 

  Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to provide skilled nursing home services to 
Georgian's with mental illness, mental retardation or developmental disabilities. 

  Total Funds $11,213,698 
  Other Funds $6,330,069 
  Agency Funds $6,330,069 
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  State Funds $4,883,629 
  State General Funds $4,883,629 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $3,495,426 $9,825,495 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$44,126 $44,126 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$214,962 $214,962 

  Reflect an adjustment in telecommunications expenses.  $4,805 $4,805 

  
Transfer state funds from the Direct Care Support Services 
program to the Adult Nursing Home Services program to 
properly align budget to expenditures.  

$1,124,310 $1,124,310

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $4,883,629 $11,213,698 
     

  15.6. Child and Adolescent Addictive Diseases Services 

  Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to provide services to children and adolescents 
for the safe withdrawal from abused substances and promote a transition to productive living.

  Total Funds $14,620,384 
  Federal Funds and Grants $11,347,030 
  Medical Assistance Program $226,000 
  Prevention and Treatment of Substance Abuse Block Grant $11,121,030 
  State Funds $3,273,354 
  State General Funds $3,273,354 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $3,194,665 $14,541,695 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$4,633 $4,633 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$71,654 $71,654 

  Reflect an adjustment in telecommunications expenses.  $2,402 $2,402 
  Amount appropriated in this Act  $3,273,354 $14,620,384 
     

  15.7. Child and Adolescent Developmental Disabilities 

  Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to provide evaluation, residential, support, and 
education services for children and adolescents with developmental disabilities. 

  Total Funds $11,460,447 
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  Federal Funds and Grants $3,148,692 
  Medical Assistance Program $3,148,692 
  Other Funds $65,839 
  Agency Funds $65,839 
  State Funds $8,245,916 
  State General Funds $8,245,916 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $7,902,148 $10,866,679 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$19,712 $19,712 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$71,654 $71,654 

  Reflect an adjustment in telecommunications expenses.  $2,402 $2,402 
  Provide additional funding for the Marcus Autism Center.  $250,000 $500,000 
  Amount appropriated in this Act  $8,245,916 $11,460,447 
     

  15.8. Child and Adolescent Forensic Services 

  
Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to provide evaluation, treatment and 
residential services to children and adolescents clients referred by Georgia's criminal justice 
or corrections system. 

  Total Funds $3,301,930 
  State Funds $3,301,930 
  State General Funds $3,301,930 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $3,203,250 $3,203,250 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$24,624 $24,624 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$71,654 $71,654 

  Reflect an adjustment in telecommunications expenses.  $2,402 $2,402 
  Amount appropriated in this Act  $3,301,930 $3,301,930 
     

  15.9. Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services 

  Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to provide evaluation, treatment, crisis 
stabilization, and residential services to children and adolescents with mental illness. 

  Total Funds $86,276,949 
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  Federal Funds and Grants $8,104,349 
  Community Mental Health Services Block Grant $5,340,566 
  Medical Assistance Program $2,763,783 
  Other Funds $2,669,781 
  Agency Funds $85,000 
  Other Funds - Not Specifically Identified $2,584,781 
  State Funds $75,502,819 
  State General Funds $75,502,819 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  
  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $75,258,018 $88,129,113 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$74,394 $74,394 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$71,654 $71,654 

  Reflect an adjustment in telecommunications expenses.  $2,402 $2,402 

  
Use Balancing Incentive Payment program payments to 
invest in home and community-based services options in 
Medicaid. (G:YES)  

$0 $0 

  Provide funds to reflect change in federal participation rate 
from 65.95% to 65.71%. 

$96,351 $96,351 

  
Transfer Mental Health Block Grant funds to the Adult 
Mental Health Services program for contractual 
services.(G:YES)  

$0 ($2,096,965)

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $75,502,819 $86,276,949 
     

  15.10. Departmental Administration - Behavioral Health 

  Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to provide administrative support for all 
mental health, developmental disabilities and addictive diseases programs of the department. 

  Total Funds $48,787,500 
  Federal Funds and Grants $11,715,584 
  Medical Assistance Program $4,378,613 
  Social Services Block Grant $7,336,971 
  Other Funds $22,133 
  Agency Funds $22,133 
  State Funds $36,672,440 
  State General Funds $36,672,440 
  Intra-State Government Transfers $377,343 
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  Other Intra-State Government Payments $377,343 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $35,869,230 $47,984,290 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$174,140 $174,140 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$366,152 $366,152 

  Reflect an adjustment in telecommunications expenses.  $19,219 $19,219 

  Reflect an adjustment in the workers' compensation 
premium.  

$848,981 $848,981 

  Reflect an adjustment in unemployment insurance premiums. ($1,398,290) ($1,398,290)
  Increase funds for general liability premiums.  $1,907,505 $1,907,505 
  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in PeopleSoft billings. $78,432 $78,432 

  Reduce funds for the State Personnel Administration 
assessment by $64 per position from $137 to $73.  

($475,544) ($475,544)

  

The Department will evaluate the criteria for establishing a 
viable waiting list and report to the General Assembly by 
June 30, 2013 with recommendations for maintaining such 
lists.  

$0 $0 

  Reduce administration funds.  ($717,385) ($717,385)
  Amount appropriated in this Act  $36,672,440 $48,787,500 
     

  15.11. Direct Care Support Services 

  Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to operate six state-owned and operated 
hospitals. 

  Total Funds $156,191,193 
  Other Funds $15,220,361 
  Agency Funds $13,767,030 
  Other Funds - Not Specifically Identified $1,453,331 
  State Funds $138,551,122 
  State General Funds $138,551,122 
  Intra-State Government Transfers $2,419,710 
  Other Intra-State Government Payments $2,419,710 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $145,579,030 $163,219,101 
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  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$1,440,700 $1,440,700 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$2,693,479 $2,693,479 

  Reflect an adjustment in telecommunications expenses.  $81,013 $81,013 

  Utilize existing funds to provide for unemployment 
insurance expenses. (G:YES)  

$0 $0 

  
Use savings from the closure of Northwest Georgia Regional 
Hospital to cover unemployment insurance expenses. 
(G:YES)  

$0 $0 

  

Transfer state funds from the Direct Care Support Services 
program to the Adult Developmental Disabilities Services 
program ($2,810,775), the Adult Forensic Services program 
($5,059,395), the Adult Mental Health Services program 
($2,248,620), and the Adult Nursing Home Services program 
($1,124,310) to properly align budget to expenditures.  

($11,243,100) ($11,243,100)

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $138,551,122 $156,191,193 
     

  15.12. Substance Abuse Prevention 

  
Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to promote the health and well-being of 
children, youth, families and communities through preventing the use and/or abuse of 
alcohol, tobacco and drugs. 

  Total Funds $13,406,574 
  Federal Funds and Grants $13,173,567 
  Prevention and Treatment of Substance Abuse Block Grant $10,300,032 
  Federal Funds Not Specifically Identified $2,873,535 
  State Funds $233,007 
  State General Funds $233,007 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $194,513 $13,368,080 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$265 $265 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$35,827 $35,827 

  Reflect an adjustment in telecommunications expenses.  $2,402 $2,402 
  Amount appropriated in this Act  $233,007 $13,406,574 
  
  The following appropriations are for agencies attached for administrative purposes. 
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  15.13. Georgia Council on Developmental Disabilities 

  Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to promote quality services and support for 
people with developmental disabilities and their families. 

  Total Funds $2,722,259 
  Federal Funds and Grants $2,677,624 
  Federal Funds Not Specifically Identified $2,677,624 
  State Funds $44,635 
  State General Funds $44,635 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $45,546 $2,723,170 
  Reduce funds for contractual services. ($911) ($911)
  Amount appropriated in this Act  $44,635 $2,722,259 
     

  15.14. Sexual Offender Review Board 

  Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to protect Georgia's children by identifying 
convicted sexual offenders that present the greatest risk of sexually reoffending. 

  Total Funds $0 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $777,474 $777,474 

  Transfer the Sexual Offender Review Board to the Georgia 
Bureau of Investigation.  

($777,474) ($777,474)

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $0 $0 
   
  

Section 16: Community Affairs, Department of 
  Total Funds $215,972,516 
  Federal Funds and Grants $166,823,214 
  Federal Funds Not Specifically Identified $166,823,214 
  Other Funds $11,592,796 
  Agency Funds $55,284 
  Other Funds - Not Specifically Identified $11,537,512 
  State Funds $37,556,506 
  State General Funds $37,556,506 
     

  16.1. Building Construction 
  Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to maintain up-to-date minimum building 
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construction standards for all new structures built in the state; to inspect factory built 
(modular) buildings to ensure Georgia's minimum construction codes are met; to review 
proposed enhancements to local government construction codes; and to provide professional 
training to building inspectors and builders on Georgia's construction codes. 

  Total Funds $469,077 
  Other Funds $239,704 
  Other Funds - Not Specifically Identified $239,704 
  State Funds $229,373 
  State General Funds $229,373 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $224,386 $464,090 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$2,985 $2,985 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$4,608 $4,608 

  Reflect an adjustment in telecommunications expenses.  ($2,658) ($2,658)

  Reflect an adjustment in the workers' compensation 
premium.  

($54) ($54)

  Reflect an adjustment in unemployment insurance premiums. $133 $133 
  Increase funds for general liability premiums.  $152 $152 
  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in PeopleSoft billings. $103 $103 

  Reduce funds for the State Personnel Administration 
assessment by $64 per position from $137 to $73.  

($282) ($282)

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $229,373 $469,077 
     

  16.2. Coordinated Planning 

  

Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to ensure that county and city governments 
meet the requirements of the Georgia Planning Act of 1989 by establishing standards and 
procedures for comprehensive plans and reviewing plans submitted by local governments; to 
provide training and assistance to local governments in completing comprehensive plans for 
quality growth by offering mapping and Geographical Information System (GIS) services, 
online planning tools, and resource teams, and funding the regional planning efforts of 
Regional Commissions; and to provide annexation reports from Georgia cities to the U.S. 
Census Bureau. 

  Total Funds $4,205,460 
  Federal Funds and Grants $69,038 
  Federal Funds Not Specifically Identified $69,038 
  Other Funds $112,928 
  Other Funds - Not Specifically Identified $112,928 
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  State Funds $4,023,494 
  State General Funds $4,023,494 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $4,119,638 $4,250,739 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$24,212 $24,212 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$18,433 $18,433 

  Reflect an adjustment in telecommunications expenses.  ($10,631) ($10,631)

  Reflect an adjustment in the workers' compensation 
premium.  

($215) ($215)

  Reflect an adjustment in unemployment insurance premiums. $532 $532 
  Increase funds for general liability premiums.  $607 $607 
  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in PeopleSoft billings. $410 $410 

  Reduce funds for the State Personnel Administration 
assessment by $64 per position from $137 to $73.  

($1,127) ($1,127)

  Replace state funds with other funds for personal services. ($50,865) $0 
  Reduce funds for Regional Commissions.  ($77,500) ($77,500)
  Amount appropriated in this Act  $4,023,494 $4,205,460 
     

  16.3. Departmental Administration 

  Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to provide administrative support for all 
programs of the department. 

  Total Funds $5,103,140 
  Federal Funds and Grants $1,624,684 
  Federal Funds Not Specifically Identified $1,624,684 
  Other Funds $2,383,609 
  Other Funds - Not Specifically Identified $2,383,609 
  State Funds $1,094,847 
  State General Funds $1,094,847 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $1,252,849 $5,378,368 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$7,546 $7,546 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$19,585 $19,585 
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  Reflect an adjustment in telecommunications expenses.  ($11,296) ($11,296)

  Reflect an adjustment in the workers' compensation 
premium.  

($229) ($229)

  Reflect an adjustment in unemployment insurance premiums. $566 $566 
  Increase funds for general liability premiums.  $645 $645 
  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in PeopleSoft billings. $436 $436 

  Reduce funds for the State Personnel Administration 
assessment by $64 per position from $137 to $73.  

($1,197) ($1,197)

  Replace state funds with other funds for operating expenses. ($100,000) $0 
  Reduce contract funds. ($25,000) ($25,000)
  Eliminate one vacant and three filled positions. ($49,058) ($266,284)
  Amount appropriated in this Act  $1,094,847 $5,103,140 
     

  16.4. Federal Community and Economic Development Programs 

  
Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to administer federal grant and loan programs 
to promote volunteerism and community and economic development among local 
governments, development authorities, and private entities. 

  Total Funds $46,932,299 
  Federal Funds and Grants $45,163,423 
  Federal Funds Not Specifically Identified $45,163,423 
  Other Funds $243,318 
  Other Funds - Not Specifically Identified $243,318 
  State Funds $1,525,558 
  State General Funds $1,525,558 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $1,568,400 $47,017,346 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$17,851 $17,851 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$26,496 $26,496 

  Reflect an adjustment in telecommunications expenses.  ($15,283) ($15,283)

  Reflect an adjustment in the workers' compensation 
premium.  

($309) ($309)

  Reflect an adjustment in unemployment insurance premiums. $765 $765 
  Increase funds for general liability premiums.  $872 $872 
  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in PeopleSoft billings. $590 $590 

  Reduce funds for the State Personnel Administration 
assessment by $64 per position from $137 to $73.  

($1,619) ($1,619)
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  Eliminate one filled position. ($42,205) ($84,410)

  Reduce grant funds to reflect match requirement for the 
Appalachian Regional Commission.  

($30,000) ($30,000)

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $1,525,558 $46,932,299 
     

  16.5. Homeownership Programs 

  

Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to expand the supply of affordable housing 
through rehabilitation and construction financing, and to promote homeownership for low 
and moderate income individuals by providing sustainable housing grants to local 
governments, administering mortgage and down payment assistance programs for low and 
moderate income homebuyers, and offering homeownership counseling and home buyer 
education programs through a partnership with private providers. 

  Total Funds $4,631,991 
  Federal Funds and Grants $794,163 
  Federal Funds Not Specifically Identified $794,163 
  Other Funds $3,837,828 
  Other Funds - Not Specifically Identified $3,837,828 
     

  16.6. Regional Services 

  

Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to promote access to Department services and 
assistance through a statewide network of regional representatives, to provide technical 
assistance and grants to local communities to achieve goals relating to housing and 
community and economic development projects and services that are in-line with the 
community's comprehensive plan, and to develop leadership infrastructure across local 
governments. 

  Total Funds $1,381,679 
  Federal Funds and Grants $105,625 
  Federal Funds Not Specifically Identified $105,625 
  Other Funds $175,000 
  Other Funds - Not Specifically Identified $175,000 
  State Funds $1,101,054 
  State General Funds $1,101,054 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $1,078,094 $1,358,719 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$13,948 $13,948 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$20,737 $20,737 

  Reflect an adjustment in telecommunications expenses.  ($11,960) ($11,960)
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  Reflect an adjustment in the workers' compensation 
premium.  

($242) ($242)

  Reflect an adjustment in unemployment insurance premiums. $599 $599 
  Increase funds for general liability premiums.  $683 $683 
  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in PeopleSoft billings. $462 $462 

  Reduce funds for the State Personnel Administration 
assessment by $64 per position from $137 to $73.  

($1,267) ($1,267)

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $1,101,054 $1,381,679 
     

  16.7. Rental Housing Programs 

  

Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to provide affordable rental housing to very 
low, and moderate-income households by allocating federal and state housing tax credits on a 
competitive basis, by administering low-interest loans for affordable rental housing, by 
researching affordable housing issues, and by providing tenant-based assistance to low-
income individuals and families allowing them to rent safe, decent, and sanitary dwelling 
units in the private rental market. 

  Total Funds $120,865,194 
  Federal Funds and Grants $117,798,098 
  Federal Funds Not Specifically Identified $117,798,098 
  Other Funds $3,067,096 
  Other Funds - Not Specifically Identified $3,067,096 
     

  16.8. Research and Surveys 

  Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to conduct surveys and collect financial and 
management data from local governments and authorities in accordance with Georgia law. 

  Total Funds $373,968 
  State Funds $373,968 
  State General Funds $373,968 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  
  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $367,175 $367,175 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$3,789 $3,789 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$6,912 $6,912 

  Reflect an adjustment in telecommunications expenses.  ($3,987) ($3,987)

  Reflect an adjustment in the workers' compensation 
premium.  

($81) ($81)
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  Reflect an adjustment in unemployment insurance premiums. $200 $200 
  Increase funds for general liability premiums.  $228 $228 
  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in PeopleSoft billings. $154 $154 

  Reduce funds for the State Personnel Administration 
assessment by $64 per position from $137 to $73.  

($422) ($422)

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $373,968 $373,968 
     

  16.9. Special Housing Initiatives 

  

Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to fund the State Housing Trust Fund; to 
provide grants for providers of shelter and services to the homeless; to administer loans and 
grants for affordable housing; to offer local communities collaboration and technical 
assistance in the development and implementation of an affordable housing plan; and to 
provide for other special housing initiatives. 

  Total Funds $5,324,954 
  Federal Funds and Grants $1,254,596 
  Federal Funds Not Specifically Identified $1,254,596 
  Other Funds $1,107,466 
  Other Funds - Not Specifically Identified $1,107,466 
  State Funds $2,962,892 
  State General Funds $2,962,892 
     

  16.10. State Community Development Programs 

  
Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to assist Georgia cities, small towns, and 
neighborhoods in the development of their core commercial areas and to champion new 
development opportunities for rural Georgia. 

  Total Funds $952,745 
  Other Funds $85,166 
  Agency Funds $55,284 
  Other Funds - Not Specifically Identified $29,882 
  State Funds $867,579 
  State General Funds $867,579 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $849,908 $935,074 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$10,663 $10,663 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$16,129 $16,129 

  Reflect an adjustment in telecommunications expenses.  ($9,302) ($9,302)
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  Reflect an adjustment in the workers' compensation 
premium.  

($188) ($188)

  Reflect an adjustment in unemployment insurance premiums. $466 $466 
  Increase funds for general liability premiums.  $530 $530 
  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in PeopleSoft billings. $359 $359 

  Reduce funds for the State Personnel Administration 
assessment by $64 per position from $137 to $73.  

($986) ($986)

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $867,579 $952,745 
     

  16.11. State Economic Development Programs 

  
Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to provide grants and loans to local 
governments and businesses and to leverage private investment in order to attract and 
promote economic development and job creation. 

  Total Funds $11,706,036 
  Federal Funds and Grants $13,587 
  Federal Funds Not Specifically Identified $13,587 
  Other Funds $154,681 
  Other Funds - Not Specifically Identified $154,681 
  State Funds $11,537,768 
  State General Funds $11,537,768 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $11,559,483 $11,727,751 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$2,284 $2,284 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$2,304 $2,304 

  Reflect an adjustment in telecommunications expenses.  ($1,329) ($1,329)

  Reflect an adjustment in the workers' compensation 
premium.  

($27) ($27)

  Reflect an adjustment in unemployment insurance premiums. $67 $67 
  Increase funds for general liability premiums.  $76 $76 
  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in PeopleSoft billings. $51 $51 

  Reduce funds for the State Personnel Administration 
assessment by $64 per position from $137 to $73.  

($141) ($141)

  Eliminate contract funds for Appalachian Community 
Enterprise (ACE).  

($25,000) ($25,000)

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $11,537,768 $11,706,036 
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  The following appropriations are for agencies attached for administrative purposes. 
     

  16.12. Payments to Georgia Environmental Finance Authority 

  Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to provide funds for water, wastewater, solid 
waste, energy, and land conservation projects. 

  Total Funds $298,495 
  State Funds $298,495 
  State General Funds $298,495 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $283,495 $283,495 

  Reduce contract funds for the Georgia Rural Water 
Association.  

$15,000 $15,000 

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $298,495 $298,495 
     

  16.13. Payments to Georgia Regional Transportation Authority 

  

Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to improve Georgia's mobility, air quality, and 
land use practices by operating the Xpress bus service, conducting transportation 
improvement studies, producing an annual Air Quality Report, and reviewing Development of 
Regional Impact. 

  Total Funds $3,041,478 
  State Funds $3,041,478
  State General Funds $3,041,478 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $2,953,873 $2,953,873 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$34,879 $34,879 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$62,642 $62,642 

  Reflect an adjustment in telecommunications expenses.  $36,963 $36,963 

  Reflect an adjustment in the workers' compensation 
premium.  

$5,527 $5,527 

  Reflect an adjustment in unemployment insurance premiums. $5,448 $5,448 
  Increase funds for general liability premiums.  $1,223 $1,223 
  Replace state funds with federal funds for two positions.  ($59,077) ($59,077)
  Amount appropriated in this Act  $3,041,478 $3,041,478 
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  16.14. Payments to OneGeorgia Authority 

  Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to provide funds for the OneGeorgia 
Authority. 

  Total Funds $10,686,000 
  Other Funds $186,000 
  Other Funds - Not Specifically Identified $186,000 
  State Funds $10,500,000 
  State General Funds $10,500,000 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $0 $186,000 
  Provide funds for rural economic development.  $10,500,000 $10,500,000 
  Amount appropriated in this Act  $10,500,000 $10,686,000 
   
  

Section 17: Community Health, Department of 
  Total Funds $11,958,688,847 
  Federal Funds and Grants $5,692,255,032 
  Medical Assistance Program $5,409,737,410
  State Children's Insurance Program $273,383,425 
  Federal Funds Not Specifically Identified $9,134,197 
  Other Funds $247,470,833 
  Agency Funds $78,482,824 
  Indigent Care Trust Fund - Public Hospital Authorities $139,386,524 
  Other Funds - Not Specifically Identified $10,306,214 
  Prior Year Funds - Other $19,295,271 
  State Funds $2,708,788,923 
  Hospital Provider Payment $235,302,027 
  Nursing Home Provider Fees $157,444,961 
  State General Funds $2,205,848,678 
  Tobacco Settlement Funds $110,193,257 
  Intra-State Government Transfers $3,287,944,412 
  Health Insurance Payments $3,007,087,150 
  Medicaid Services Payments - Other Agencies $280,857,262 
     

  17.1. Departmental Administration and Program Support 

  Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to provide administrative support to all 
departmental programs. 



2300 JOURNAL OF THE HOUSE 

  Total Funds $341,341,330 
  Federal Funds and Grants $247,978,024 
  Medical Assistance Program $224,288,579 
  State Children's Insurance Program $23,036,955 
  Federal Funds Not Specifically Identified $652,490 
  Other Funds $2,854,039 
  Agency Funds $1,611,520 
  Other Funds - Not Specifically Identified $1,242,519 
  State Funds $68,136,937 
  State General Funds $68,136,937 
  Intra-State Government Transfers $21,102,191 
  Health Insurance Payments $21,102,191 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $63,956,153 $328,073,262 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$419,886 $419,886 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$311,571 $311,571 

  Reflect an adjustment in telecommunications expenses.  ($25,505) ($25,505)

  Reflect an adjustment in the workers' compensation 
premium.  

$98,222 $98,222 

  Reflect an adjustment in unemployment insurance premiums. $23,161 $23,161 
  Increase funds for general liability premiums.  $69,720 $69,720 
  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in PeopleSoft billings. $4,088 $4,088 

  Reduce funds for the State Personnel Administration 
assessment by $64 per position from $137 to $73.  

($6,015) ($6,015)

  Reduce funds for operating expenses. ($164,050) ($328,100)
  Reduce funds for contractual services.  ($1,119,230) ($2,238,460)

  Provide funds to expand efforts to identify inappropriate and 
medically unnecessary service utilization.  

$3,750,000 $7,500,000 

  Provide funds for consulting contracts to assess the managed 
care program.  

$650,000 $1,300,000 

  
Provide funds for the federally mandated implementation of 
expanded diagnosis and procedure codes for Medicaid 
billing.  

$663,396 $6,633,960 

  Provide one-time funds to evaluate a new reimbursement 
methodology for outpatient services.  

$0 $0 
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Transfer funds for the Office of Health Information 
Technology and Transparency from the Departmental 
Administration and Program Support program to the Health 
Care Access and Improvement program to align budget with 
program purpose. 

($494,460) ($494,460)

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $68,136,937 $341,341,330 
     

  17.2. Health Care Access and Improvement 

  

Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to provide grants and other support services 
for programs that seek to improve health access and outcomes in rural and underserved areas 
of Georgia through the State Office of Rural Health, the various commissions of the Office of 
Health Improvement, and the Office of Health Information Technology and Transparency. 

  Total Funds $28,600,580 
  Federal Funds and Grants $588,838 
  Medical Assistance Program $416,250 
  Federal Funds Not Specifically Identified $172,588 
  State Funds $7,052,234 
  State General Funds $7,052,234 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $6,104,116 $6,792,954 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$37,756 $37,756 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$50,504 $50,504 

  Reflect an adjustment in the workers' compensation 
premium.  

$7,114 $7,114 

  Reflect an adjustment in unemployment insurance premiums. $1,666 $1,666 
  Increase funds for general liability premiums.  $5,015 $5,015 

  Reduce funds for the State Personnel Administration 
assessment by $64 per position from $137 to $73.  

($428) ($428)

  
Transfer funds for health planning from the Health Care 
Access and Improvement program to the Healthcare Facility 
Regulation program.  

($1,026,719) ($1,126,719)

  Reduce one-time funds for Federally Qualified Health 
Centers. 

($1,000,000) ($1,000,000)

  Reflect federal funds for development and implementation of 
a health information project.  

$0 $7,941,462 
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Provide state funds for the distribution of federal Medicaid 
Incentive Program (MIP) payments to providers adopting 
electronic health records, and reflect federal matching funds. 

$1,150,000 $14,168,046 

  

Transfer funds for the Office of Health Information 
Technology and Transparency from the Departmental 
Administration and Program Support program to the Health 
Care Access and Improvement program to align budget with 
program purpose. 

$494,460 $494,460 

  

Provide funding to Area Health Education Centers (AHEC) 
to increase ongoing housing resources available to support 
community-based training of medical students completing 
third and fourth year medical school core clerkships and 
rural/primary care electives.  

$693,750 $693,750 

  
Provide start-up funds for new Federally Qualified 
Community Health Centers (FQHC) in Whitfield County and 
Randolph County.  

$500,000 $500,000 

  Provide funds to the Southeastern Firefighters' Burn 
Foundation, Inc.  

$35,000 $35,000 

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $7,052,234 $28,600,580 
     

  17.3. Healthcare Facility Regulation 

  Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to inspect and license long term care and 
health care facilities. 

  Total Funds $15,686,046 
  Federal Funds and Grants $8,461,900 
  Medical Assistance Program $2,939,995 
  Federal Funds Not Specifically Identified $5,521,905 
  Other Funds $100,000 
  Other Funds - Not Specifically Identified $100,000 
  State Funds $7,124,146 
  State General Funds $7,124,146 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $5,903,750 $14,365,650 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$69,965 $69,965 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$123,712 $123,712 

  
Transfer funds for health planning from the Health Care 
Access and Improvement program to the Healthcare Facility 
Regulation program.  

$1,026,719 $1,126,719 
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  Amount appropriated in this Act  $7,124,146 $15,686,046 
     

  17.4. Indigent Care Trust Fund 

  Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to support rural and other healthcare 
providers, primarily hospitals that serve medically indigent Georgians. 

  Total Funds $407,526,188 
  Federal Funds and Grants $257,075,969 
  Medical Assistance Program $257,075,969 
  Other Funds $150,450,219 
  Agency Funds $2,200,000 
  Indigent Care Trust Fund - Public Hospital Authorities $139,386,524 
  Other Funds - Not Specifically Identified $8,863,695 
     

  17.5. Medicaid: Aged, Blind and Disabled 

  

Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to provide health care access primarily to 
elderly and disabled individuals. There is also hereby appropriated to the Department of 
Community Health a specific sum of money equal to all the provider fees paid to the Indigent 
Care Trust Fund created pursuant to Article 6A of chapter 8 of Title 31. The sum of money is 
appropriated for payments for nursing homes pursuant to Article 6A. 

  Total Funds $4,488,370,313 
  Federal Funds and Grants $2,757,791,137 
  Medical Assistance Program $2,755,003,923 
  Federal Funds Not Specifically Identified $2,787,214 
  Other Funds $68,842,988 
  Agency Funds $62,342,988 
  Prior Year Funds - Other $6,500,000 
  State Funds $1,394,447,556 
  Hospital Provider Payment $25,488,041 
  Nursing Home Provider Fees $157,444,961 
  State General Funds $1,211,514,554 
  Intra-State Government Transfers $267,288,632 
  Medicaid Services Payments - Other Agencies $267,288,632 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $1,338,992,813 $4,301,550,820 
  Provide funds for growth in Medicaid.  $19,435,473 $56,679,712 

  Increase funds to reflect a decrease in the Federal Medical 
Assistance Percentage (FMAP) from 65.95% to 65.71%. 

$9,039,313 $0 
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  Increase Nursing Home Provider Fees to reflect preliminary 
projection of FY 2013 revenue.  

$35,563 $103,712 

  Reflect savings from increased efforts to identify 
inappropriate and medically unnecessary service utilization.  

($8,103,598) ($23,632,540)

  Provide funds to round copays down to the nearest whole or 
half dollar.  

$1,451,485 $4,232,969 

  Provide funds to maintain provider rates and remove the 
0.5% provider rate cut.  

$1,539,444 $4,521,128 

  Increase the Nursing Home Provider Fee and use funds to 
update to the 2009 cost report.  

$30,046,962 $87,626,019 

  
Reflect federal funds from the Balancing Incentive Payment 
program and invest in Medicaid long-term services and 
supports.  

$0 $19,086,355 

  Reflect single-dose vial reimbursement in the physician 
office setting. 

$1,200,000 $3,499,563 

  Provide funds for 50 Independent Care Waiver Program 
(ICWP) slots.  

$810,101 $2,362,499 

  
Increase federal funds to reflect the increase in specific 
immunization codes and evaluation and management codes 
to match the Medicare fee schedule.  

$0 $32,340,076 

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $1,394,447,556 $4,488,370,313 
     

  17.6. Medicaid: Low-Income Medicaid 

  Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to provide healthcare access primarily to low-
income individuals. 

  Total Funds $3,314,151,014 
  Federal Funds and Grants $2,170,012,694 
  Medical Assistance Program $2,170,012,694 
  Other Funds $25,123,587 
  Agency Funds $12,328,316 
  Prior Year Funds - Other $12,795,271 
  State Funds $1,105,597,886 
  Hospital Provider Payment $208,186,737 
  State General Funds $787,217,892 
  Tobacco Settlement Funds $110,193,257 
  Intra-State Government Transfers $13,416,847 
  Medicaid Services Payments - Other Agencies $13,416,847 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  
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  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $939,577,761 $2,778,341,500 

  Restore funds to maintain 12 months of care management 
organization (CMO) capitation payments.  

$75,612,649 $217,841,109 

  Increase funds to reflect projected benefit expense. $3,028,251 $8,831,295 

  Reflect preliminary projection of FY 2013 Hospital Provider 
Payment revenue.  

$11,163,979 $32,557,536 

  Restore funds reduced from Low Income Medicaid in FY 
2012.  

$77,555,551 $223,438,637 

  Increase funds to reflect a decrease in the Federal Medical 
Assistance Percentage (FMAP) from 65.95% to 65.71%. 

$7,904,988 $0 

  Replace $8,000,000 in state general funds with Tobacco 
Settlement Funds. (G:YES)  

$0 $0 

  Provide funds to round copays down to the nearest whole or 
half dollar.  

$360,465 $1,051,225 

  Provide funds to maintain provider rates and remove the 
0.5% provider rate cut.  

$3,189,513 $9,367,144 

  Reflect anticipated FY12 reserves.  ($12,795,271) $0 

  
Increase federal funds to reflect the increase in specific 
immunization codes and evaluation and management codes 
to match the Medicare fee schedule.  

$0 $42,722,568 

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $1,105,597,886 $3,314,151,014 
     

  17.7. PeachCare 

  Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to provide health insurance coverage for 
qualified low-income Georgia children. 

  Total Funds $330,076,596 
  Federal Funds and Grants $250,346,470 
  State Children's Insurance Program $250,346,470 
  State Funds $79,578,343 
  Hospital Provider Payment $1,627,249 
  State General Funds $77,951,094 
  Intra-State Government Transfers $151,783 
  Medicaid Services Payments - Other Agencies $151,783 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $55,439,478 $231,777,738 

  Increase funds to maintain 12 months of care management 
organization (CMO) payments.  

$6,576,280 $27,094,273 
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  Increase funds for projected benefits expense.  $3,791,481 $15,797,838 

  
Provide funds for projected enrollment increase from 
removing the PeachCare eligibility exemption for qualifying 
children of state employees.  

$8,027,728 $33,448,867 

  Increase funds to reflect a decrease in the federal financial 
participation rate from 76.17% to 76.00%. 

$475,979 $0 

  
Provide funds for a provider rate increase to ensure provider 
access for newly eligible and enrolled children of state 
employees.  

$4,688,225 $19,534,271 

  Provide funds to round copays down to the nearest whole or 
half dollar.  

$229,550 $956,458 

  Provide funds to maintain provider rates and remove the 
0.5% provider rate cut.  

$349,622 $1,467,151 

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $79,578,343 $330,076,596 
     

  17.8. State Health Benefit Plan 

  

Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to provide a healthcare benefit for teachers 
and state employees that is competitive with other commercial benefit plans in quality of care 
and access to providers; and to provide for the efficient management of provider fees and 
utilization rates.  

  Total Funds $2,985,984,959 
  Intra-State Government Transfers $2,985,984,959 
  Health Insurance Payments $2,985,984,959 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $0 $3,084,954,412 

  

Implement direct billing for employer contributions for 
certificated personnel by setting a per member per month 
contribution that generates revenue equivalent to the percent 
of payroll amount. (G:YES)  

$0 $0 

  
Reflect revenue from increased per member per month 
billings for non-certificated school service personnel from 
$246.20 to $296.20, effective September 2011. 

$0 $41,541,769 

  
Increase per member per month billings for non-certificated 
school service personnel from $296.20 to $446.20, effective 
July 2012. 

$0 $114,106,407 

  Increase employer funding to the State Health Benefit Plan. $0 $68,956,408 
  Reflect updated revenue and expense projections. $0 ($116,306,875)

  Identify additional plan design and/or revenue strategies to 
cover projected FY13 expense.  

$0 ($62,619,460)
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  Reflect savings from second year of EnGAgement wellness 
program implementation.  

$0 ($28,968,166)

  Eliminate the bariatric surgery benefit.  $0 ($3,500,000)
  Implement a tobacco cessation program.  $0 $2,800,000 

  Reflect reduced expenses by offering Tricare supplement 
plan to SHBP members who are former military personnel.  

$0 ($3,600,000)

  Reflect reduced expense from the transition of eligible 
members to PeachCare.  

$0 ($32,000,000)

  Reflect expense savings from implementing a mandatory 
specialty drugs benefit.  

$0 ($3,817,392)

  Reflect expense savings from implementing a voluntary mail 
order program for maintenance drugs.  

$0 ($1,581,792)

  Reflect expense savings from decreasing reimbursement rate 
for out-of-network providers.  

$0 ($33,100,000)

  Reflect savings from implementing tiers for prescriptions in 
the HRA plan.  

$0 ($68,968,374)

  Reflect savings from eliminating the vision benefit in the 
HMO plan.  

$0 ($4,722,689)

  Reflect savings from plan design changes in the Medicare 
Advantage plans.  

$0 ($2,989,289)

  
Increase employee premiums 6.2% due to increased costs as 
a result of the requirements of the Patient Protection and 
Affordable Care Act (PPACA).  

$0 $35,800,000 

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $0 $2,985,984,959 
  
  The following appropriations are for agencies attached for administrative purposes. 
     

  17.9. Georgia Board for Physician Workforce: Board Administration 

  Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to provide administrative support to all agency 
programs. 

  Total Funds $685,128 
  State Funds $685,128 
  State General Funds $685,128 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $654,416 $654,416 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$7,847 $7,847 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$10,212 $10,212 
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  Reflect an adjustment in telecommunications expenses.  ($229) ($229)

  Reflect an adjustment in the workers' compensation 
premium.  

$3,130 $3,130 

  Reflect an adjustment in unemployment insurance premiums. $733 $733 
  Increase funds for general liability premiums.  $2,207 $2,207 

  Reduce funds for the State Personnel Administration 
assessment by $64 per position from $137 to $73.  

($188) ($188)

  
Transfer funds within the Georgia Board for Physician 
Workforce from Administration to the Physicians for Rural 
Areas program.  

($40,000) ($40,000)

  Provide funding for an operations analyst position.  $47,000 $47,000 
  Amount appropriated in this Act  $685,128 $685,128 
     

  17.10. Georgia Board for Physician Workforce: Graduate Medical Education 

  Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to address the physician workforce needs of 
Georgia communities through the support and development of medical education programs. 

  Total Funds $8,917,518 
  State Funds $8,917,518 
  State General Funds $8,917,518 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $7,878,358 $7,878,358 

  Maximize federal participation for Graduate Medical 
Education programs. (G:YES)  

$0 $0 

  Transfer funds from the Morehouse School of Medicine 
operating grant to the graduate medical education program.  

$0 $0 

  Provide funding for nine new residents at Houston Medical 
Center.  

$185,895 $185,895 

  

Provide “bridge funds” to support new Primary Care 
Graduate Medical Education expansion programs with 
funding gaps, to include the Southwest Georgia Consortium 
and Gwinnett Medical Center.  

$853,265 $853,265 

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $8,917,518 $8,917,518 
     

  17.11. Georgia Board for Physician Workforce: Mercer School of Medicine Grant 

  
Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to provide funding for the Mercer University 
School of Medicine to help ensure an adequate supply of primary and other needed physician 
specialists through a public/private partnership with the State of Georgia. 

  Total Funds $20,969,911 
  State Funds $20,969,911 
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  State General Funds $20,969,911 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $20,169,911 $20,169,911 

  Reduce funds for Mercer University School of Medicine 
operating grant.  

$0 $0 

  Provide funds to continue class size expansion and to align 
per capita funding to other GA medical schools.  

$800,000 $800,000 

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $20,969,911 $20,969,911 
     

  17.12. Georgia Board for Physician Workforce: Morehouse School of Medicine Grant 

  
Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to provide funding for the Morehouse School 
of Medicine to help ensure an adequate supply of primary and other needed physician 
specialists through a public/private partnership with the State of Georgia. 

  Total Funds $10,671,474 
  State Funds $10,671,474 
  State General Funds $10,671,474 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $10,671,474 $10,671,474 

  Reduce funds for the Morehouse School of Medicine 
operating grant.  

$0 $0 

  Transfer funds from the Morehouse School of Medicine 
operating grant to the graduate medical education program.  

$0 $0 

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $10,671,474 $10,671,474 
     

  17.13. Georgia Board for Physician Workforce: Physicians for Rural Areas 

  Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to ensure an adequate supply of physicians in 
rural areas of the state, and to provide a program of aid to promising medical students. 

  Total Funds $830,000 
  State Funds $830,000 
  State General Funds $830,000 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $790,000 $790,000 
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Transfer funds within the Georgia Board for Physician 
Workforce from Administration to the Physicians for Rural 
Areas program.  

$40,000 $40,000 

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $830,000 $830,000 
     

  17.14. Georgia Board for Physician Workforce: Undergraduate Medical Education 

  
Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to ensure an adequate supply of primary care 
and other needed physician specialists through a public/private partnership with medical 
schools in Georgia. 

  Total Funds $2,731,636 
  State Funds $2,731,636 
  State General Funds $2,731,636 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $2,731,636 $2,731,636 
  Reduce funds.  $0 $0 
  Amount appropriated in this Act  $2,731,636 $2,731,636 
     

  17.15. Georgia Composite Medical Board 

  

Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to license qualified applicants as physicians, 
physician's assistants, respiratory care professionals, perfusionists, acupuncturists, orthotists, 
prosthetists, and auricular (ear) detoxification specialists. Also, investigate complaints and 
discipline those who violate the Medical Practice Act or other laws governing the 
professional behavior of the Board licensees. 

  Total Funds $2,146,154 
  Other Funds $100,000 
  Other Funds - Not Specifically Identified $100,000 
  State Funds $2,046,154 
  State General Funds $2,046,154 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $1,967,046 $2,067,046 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$25,207 $25,207 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$44,194 $44,194 

  Reflect an adjustment in telecommunications expenses.  ($1,333) ($1,333)

  Reflect an adjustment in the workers' compensation 
premium.  

$8,537 $8,537 
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  Reflect an adjustment in unemployment insurance premiums. $1,999 $1,999 
  Increase funds for general liability premiums.  $6,017 $6,017 

  Reduce funds for the State Personnel Administration 
assessment by $64 per position from $137 to $73.  

($513) ($513)

  Reduce funds for rent.  ($5,000) ($5,000)
  Amount appropriated in this Act  $2,046,154 $2,146,154 
   
  

Section 18: Corrections, Department of 
  Total Funds $1,153,216,125 
  Federal Funds and Grants $3,598,119 
  Federal Funds Not Specifically Identified $3,598,119 
  Other Funds $18,469,922 
  Other Funds - Not Specifically Identified $18,469,922 
  State Funds $1,121,908,791 
  State General Funds $1,121,908,791 
  Intra-State Government Transfers $9,239,293 
  Other Intra-State Government Payments $9,239,293 
     

  18.1. Bainbridge Probation Substance Abuse Treatment Center 

  
Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to provide housing, academic education, 
counseling, and substance abuse treatment for probationers who require more security and 
supervision than provided by regular community supervision. 

  Total Funds $6,155,728 
  Other Funds $7,046 
  Other Funds - Not Specifically Identified $7,046 
  State Funds $6,148,682 
  State General Funds $6,148,682 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $6,005,846 $6,012,892 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$52,182 $52,182 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$79,837 $79,837 

  Reflect an adjustment in telecommunications expenses.  $5,386 $5,386 

  Reflect an adjustment in the workers' compensation 
premium.  

$11,144 $11,144 

  Reflect an adjustment in unemployment insurance premiums. ($556) ($556)
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  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in PeopleSoft billings. $679 $679 

  Reduce funds for the State Personnel Administration 
assessment by $64 per position from $137 to $73.  

($5,836) ($5,836)

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $6,148,682 $6,155,728 
     

  18.2. County Jail Subsidy 

  Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to reimburse counties for the costs of 
incarcerating state prisoners in their local facilities after sentencing. 

  Total Funds $9,596,724 
  State Funds $9,596,724 
  State General Funds $9,596,724 
     

  18.3. Departmental Administration 

  
Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to protect and serve the citizens of Georgia by 
providing an effective and efficient department that administers a balanced correctional 
system. 

  Total Funds $36,735,936 
  Federal Funds and Grants $70,555 
  Federal Funds Not Specifically Identified $70,555 
  Other Funds $598,273 
  Other Funds - Not Specifically Identified $598,273 
  State Funds $36,067,108 
  State General Funds $36,067,108 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $50,685,350 $51,354,178 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$507,532 $507,532 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$760,692 $760,692 

  Reflect an adjustment in telecommunications expenses.  $223,338 $223,338 

  Reflect an adjustment in the workers' compensation 
premium.  

$64,449 $64,449 

  Reflect an adjustment in unemployment insurance premiums. ($3,212) ($3,212)
  Increase funds for general liability premiums.  $3,761,159 $3,761,159 
  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in PeopleSoft billings. $3,847 $3,847 

  Reduce funds for the State Personnel Administration 
assessment by $64 per position from $137 to $73.  

($33,073) ($33,073)



 WEDNESDAY, MARCH 7, 2012 2313 

  

Transfer funds for the Georgia Enterprise Technology 
Services (GETS) contract to Offender Management, 
Probation Supervision, and State Prisons to better align 
budget with expenditures.  

($5,450,000) ($5,450,000)

  Transfer funds and 22 positions to Probation Supervision to 
align budget to the appropriate program. 

($1,942,573) ($1,942,573)

  Transfer funds and 151 positions to State Prisons to align 
budget to the appropriate program.  

($12,685,401) ($12,685,401)

  Provide funds to implement a front-end sentencing risk 
assessment.  

$175,000 $175,000 

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $36,067,108 $36,735,936 
     

    

  18.4. Detention Centers 

  
Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to provide housing, academic education, 
vocational training, work details, counseling, and substance abuse treatment for probationers 
who require more security or supervision than provided by regular community supervision, 

  Total Funds $29,118,074 
  Federal Funds and Grants $252,380 
  Federal Funds Not Specifically Identified $252,380 
  Other Funds $450,000 
  Other Funds - Not Specifically Identified $450,000 
  State Funds $28,399,203 
  State General Funds $28,399,203 
  Intra-State Government Transfers $16,491 
  Other Intra-State Government Payments $16,491 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $27,449,792 $28,168,663 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$358,970 $358,970 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$530,196 $530,196 

  Reflect an adjustment in telecommunications expenses.  $30,966 $30,966 

  Reflect an adjustment in the workers' compensation 
premium.  

$57,064 $57,064 

  Reflect an adjustment in unemployment insurance premiums. ($2,829) ($2,829)
  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in PeopleSoft billings. $3,286 $3,286 

  Reduce funds for the State Personnel Administration 
assessment by $64 per position from $137 to $73.  

($28,242) ($28,242)
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  Amount appropriated in this Act  $28,399,203 $29,118,074 
     

  18.5. Food and Farm Operations 

  Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to manage timber, raise crops and livestock, 
and produce dairy items used in preparing meals for offenders. 

  Total Funds $28,788,770 
  Federal Funds and Grants $1,069,721 
  Federal Funds Not Specifically Identified $1,069,721 
  Other Funds $200,000 
  Other Funds - Not Specifically Identified $200,000 
  State Funds $27,519,049 
  State General Funds $27,519,049 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $27,375,116 $28,644,837 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$17,779 $17,779 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$25,045 $25,045 

  Reflect an adjustment in telecommunications expenses.  $2,914 $2,914 

  Reflect an adjustment in the workers' compensation 
premium.  

$3,281 $3,281 

  Reflect an adjustment in unemployment insurance premiums. ($160) ($160)

  Reduce funds for the State Personnel Administration 
assessment by $64 per position from $137 to $73.  

($1,744) ($1,744)

  

Annualize conversion of three Pre-Release Centers (PRCs) to 
Residential Substance Abuse Treatment Centers (RSATs) to 
provide 600 additional treatment beds for incarcerated 
offenders.  

$96,818 $96,818 

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $27,519,049 $28,788,770 
     

  18.6. Health 

  Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to provide the required constitutional level of 
physical, dental, and mental health care to all inmates of the state correctional system 

  Total Funds $206,883,766 
  Other Funds $5,390,000 
  Other Funds - Not Specifically Identified $5,390,000 
  State Funds $201,493,766 
  State General Funds $201,493,766 
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  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $202,554,271 $207,944,271 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$151,039 $151,039 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$237,807 $237,807 

  Reflect an adjustment in telecommunications expenses.  $2,586 $2,586 

  Reflect an adjustment in the workers' compensation 
premium.  

$28,763 $28,763 

  Reflect an adjustment in unemployment insurance premiums. ($1,434) ($1,434)
  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in PeopleSoft billings. $1,819 $1,819 

  Reduce funds for the State Personnel Administration 
assessment by $64 per position from $137 to $73.  

($15,630) ($15,630)

  

Annualize conversion of three Pre-Release Centers (PRCs) to 
Residential Substance Abuse Treatment Centers (RSATs) to 
provide 600 additional treatment beds for incarcerated 
offenders.  

$334,545 $334,545 

  Recognize savings from the opening of the Bostick facility 
for medically fragile offenders.  

($1,800,000) ($1,800,000)

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $201,493,766 $206,883,766 
     

  18.7. Offender Management 

  

Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to coordinate and operate the following 
agency wide support services to ensure public safety: canine units, the County Correctional 
Institutions program, Correctional Emergency Response Teams, inmate classification, inmate 
diagnostics, the jail coordination unit, the release and agreements unit, and tactical squads. 

  Total Funds $42,350,127 
  Other Funds $30,000 
  Other Funds - Not Specifically Identified $30,000 
  State Funds $42,320,127 
  State General Funds $42,320,127 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $42,040,243 $42,070,243 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$50,350 $50,350 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$66,295 $66,295 
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  Reflect an adjustment in telecommunications expenses.  $10,743 $10,743 

  Reflect an adjustment in the workers' compensation 
premium.  

$6,527 $6,527 

  Reflect an adjustment in unemployment insurance premiums. ($238) ($238)
  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in PeopleSoft billings. $500 $500 

  Reduce funds for the State Personnel Administration 
assessment by $64 per position from $137 to $73.  

($4,293) ($4,293)

  Transfer funds for the GETS contract from Departmental 
Administration to better align budget with expenditures.  

$150,000 $150,000 

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $42,320,127 $42,350,127 
     

  18.8. Parole Revocation Centers 

  
Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to provide housing, academic education, 
vocational training, work details, counseling, and substance abuse treatment for parole 
violators in a secure and supervised setting. 

  Total Funds $5,209,205 
  Federal Funds and Grants $7,500 
  Federal Funds Not Specifically Identified $7,500 
  Other Funds $405,000 
  Other Funds - Not Specifically Identified $405,000 
  State Funds $4,796,705 
  State General Funds $4,796,705 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $4,620,927 $5,033,427 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$67,024 $67,024 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$98,894 $98,894 

  Reflect an adjustment in telecommunications expenses.  $4,664 $4,664 

  Reflect an adjustment in the workers' compensation 
premium.  

$11,146 $11,146 

  Reflect an adjustment in unemployment insurance premiums. ($556) ($556)
  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in PeopleSoft billings. $710 $710 

  Reduce funds for the State Personnel Administration 
assessment by $64 per position from $137 to $73.  

($6,104) ($6,104)

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $4,796,705 $5,209,205 
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  18.9. Private Prisons 

  Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to contract with private companies to provide 
cost effective prison facilities that ensure public safety. 

  Total Funds $134,908,024 
  State Funds $134,908,024 
  State General Funds $134,908,024 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $99,634,010 $99,634,010 

  Annualize the cost of the private prison expansion (2,650 
beds).  

$35,274,014 $35,274,014 

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $134,908,024 $134,908,024 
     

  18.10. Probation Supervision 

  
Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to supervise probationers in Day Reporting 
Centers, the Savannah Impact Program, intensive or specialized probation, and field 
supervision, as well as support the Georgia Commission on Family Violence. 

  Total Funds $97,778,890 
  Other Funds $100,000 
  Other Funds - Not Specifically Identified $100,000 
  State Funds $97,678,890 
  State General Funds $97,678,890 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $89,353,763 $89,453,763 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$1,209,449 $1,209,449 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$1,843,977 $1,843,977 

  Reflect an adjustment in telecommunications expenses.  $209,403 $209,403 

  Reflect an adjustment in the workers' compensation 
premium.  

$184,219 $184,219 

  Reflect an adjustment in unemployment insurance premiums. ($9,188) ($9,188)
  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in PeopleSoft billings. $11,707 $11,707 

  Reduce funds for the State Personnel Administration 
assessment by $64 per position from $137 to $73.  

($100,623) ($100,623)
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Transfer funds for the Georgia Enterprise Technology 
Services (GETS) contract from Departmental Administration 
to better align budget with expenditures.  

$2,800,000 $2,800,000 

  Transfer funds and 22 positions from Departmental 
Administration to align budget to the appropriate program.  

$1,942,573 $1,942,573 

  
Transfer funds and five positions from Clemency Decisions 
of the State Board of Pardons and Paroles to implement a 
joint call service center.  

$233,610 $233,610 

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $97,678,890 $97,778,890 
     

  18.11. State Prisons 

  

Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to provide housing, academic education, 
religious support, vocational training, counseling, and substance abuse treatment for violent 
and/or repeat offenders, or nonviolent offenders who have exhausted all other forms of 
punishment in a secure, well supervised setting; to assist in the reentry of these offenders back 
into society; and to provide fire services and work details to the Department, state agencies, 
and local communities 

  Total Funds $527,883,156 
  Federal Funds and Grants $2,197,963 
  Federal Funds Not Specifically Identified $2,197,963 
  Other Funds $11,289,603 
  Other Funds - Not Specifically Identified $11,289,603 
  State Funds $505,172,788 
  State General Funds $505,172,788 
  Intra-State Government Transfers $9,222,802 
  Other Intra-State Government Payments $9,222,802 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $467,149,934 $489,860,302 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$6,295,033 $6,295,033 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$8,760,308 $8,760,308 

  Reflect an adjustment in telecommunications expenses.  $389,720 $389,720 

  Reflect an adjustment in the workers' compensation 
premium.  

$1,221,667 $1,221,667 

  Reflect an adjustment in unemployment insurance premiums. ($61,373) ($61,373)
  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in PeopleSoft billings. $71,156 $71,156 

  Reduce funds for the State Personnel Administration 
assessment by $64 per position from $137 to $73.  

($649,020) ($649,020)
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  Transfer funds and 104 positions from Transition Centers to 
align budget with expenditures.  

$1,529,318 $1,529,318 

  Transfer funds and 151 positions from Departmental 
Administration to align budget to the appropriate program.  

$12,685,401 $12,685,401 

  

Annualize conversion of three Pre-Release Centers (PRCs) to 
Residential Substance Abuse Treatment Centers (RSATs) to 
provide 600 additional treatment beds for incarcerated 
offenders.  

$5,280,644 $5,280,644 

  Transfer funds for the GETS contract from Departmental 
Administration to better align budget with expenditures.  

$2,500,000 $2,500,000 

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $505,172,788 $527,883,156 
     

  18.12. Transitional Centers 

  
Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to provide "work release," allowing inmates to 
obtain and maintain a paying job in the community, while still receiving housing, academic 
education, counseling, and substance abuse treatment in a structured center. 

  Total Funds $27,807,725 
  State Funds $27,807,725 
  State General Funds $27,807,725 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $28,390,954 $28,390,954 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$355,786 $355,786 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$525,443 $525,443 

  Reflect an adjustment in telecommunications expenses.  $28,930 $28,930 

  Reflect an adjustment in the workers' compensation 
premium.  

$76,874 $76,874 

  Reflect an adjustment in unemployment insurance premiums. ($3,837) ($3,837)
  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in PeopleSoft billings. $4,886 $4,886 

  Reduce funds for the State Personnel Administration 
assessment by $64 per position from $137 to $73.  

($41,993) ($41,993)

  Transfer funds and 104 positions to State Prisons to align 
budget with expenditures.  

($1,529,318) ($1,529,318)

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $27,807,725 $27,807,725 
   

  
Section 19: Defense, Department of 
  Total Funds $66,965,013 
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  Federal Funds and Grants $51,383,750 
  Federal Funds Not Specifically Identified $51,383,750 
  Other Funds $6,448,566 
  Agency Funds $1,443,213 
  Other Funds - Not Specifically Identified $5,005,353 
  State Funds $9,101,329 
  State General Funds $9,101,329 
     

  19.1. Departmental Administration 

  Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to provide administration to the organized 
militia in the State of Georgia. 

  Total Funds $1,738,394 
  Federal Funds and Grants $594,059 
  Federal Funds Not Specifically Identified $594,059 
  State Funds $1,144,335 
  State General Funds $1,144,335 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $1,152,780 $1,746,839 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$15,430 $15,430 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$7,585 $7,585 

  Reflect an adjustment in telecommunications expenses.  $46,399 $46,399 

  Reflect an adjustment in the workers' compensation 
premium.  

$462 $462 

  Reflect an adjustment in unemployment insurance premiums. $36 $36 
  Increase funds for general liability premiums.  $206 $206 
  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in PeopleSoft billings. $4,055 $4,055 

  Reduce funds for the State Personnel Administration 
assessment by $64 per position from $137 to $73.  

($369) ($369)

  Reduce funds for personal services.  ($30,816) ($30,816)
  Reduce funds for regular operating expenses. ($7,856) ($7,856)
  Realize savings from holding one position vacant.  ($43,577) ($43,577)
  Amount appropriated in this Act  $1,144,335 $1,738,394 
     

  19.2. Military Readiness 
  Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to provide an Army National Guard, Air 
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National Guard, and State Defense Force for the State of Georgia that can be activated and 
deployed at the direction of the President or the Governor for a man made crisis or natural 
disaster. 

  Total Funds $52,713,681 
  Federal Funds and Grants $41,523,275 
  Federal Funds Not Specifically Identified $41,523,275 
  Other Funds $6,448,566 
  Agency Funds $1,443,213 
  Other Funds - Not Specifically Identified $5,005,353 
  State Funds $4,710,472 
  State General Funds $4,710,472 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $4,542,956 $52,546,165 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$36,428 $36,428 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$76,341 $76,341 

  Reflect an adjustment in the workers' compensation 
premium.  

$6,391 $6,391 

  Reflect an adjustment in unemployment insurance premiums. $498 $498 
  Increase funds for general liability premiums.  $2,735 $2,735 
  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in PeopleSoft billings. $239 $239 

  Reduce funds for the State Personnel Administration 
assessment by $64 per position from $137 to $73.  

($5,116) ($5,116)

  Provide funding for the Military Interstate Compact.  $50,000 $50,000 
  Amount appropriated in this Act  $4,710,472 $52,713,681
     

  19.3. Youth Educational Services 

  Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to provide educational and vocational 
opportunities to at-risk youth through Youth Challenge Academies and Starbase programs. 

  Total Funds $12,512,938 
  Federal Funds and Grants $9,266,416 
  Federal Funds Not Specifically Identified $9,266,416 
  State Funds $3,246,522 
  State General Funds $3,246,522 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  
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  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $3,166,690 $12,433,106 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$32,547 $32,547 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$43,096 $43,096 

  Reflect an adjustment in the workers' compensation 
premium.  

$5,117 $5,117 

  Reflect an adjustment in unemployment insurance premiums. $398 $398 
  Increase funds for general liability premiums.  $2,219 $2,219 
  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in PeopleSoft billings. $552 $552 

  Reduce funds for the State Personnel Administration 
assessment by $64 per position from $137 to $73.  

($4,097) ($4,097)

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $3,246,522 $12,512,938 
   
  

Section 20: Driver Services, Department of 
  Total Funds $62,224,805 
  Other Funds $2,844,121 
  Agency Funds $2,844,121 
  State Funds $59,380,684 
  State General Funds $59,380,684 
     

    

  20.1. Customer Service Support 

  Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is for administration of license issuance, motor 
vehicle registration, and commercial truck compliance. 

  Total Funds $9,613,894 
  Other Funds $500,857 
  Agency Funds $500,857 
  State Funds $9,113,037 
  State General Funds $9,113,037 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $8,941,118 $9,441,975 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$75,882 $75,882 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$106,781 $106,781 

  Reflect an adjustment in telecommunications expenses.  $122,376 $122,376 
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  Reflect an adjustment in the workers' compensation 
premium.  

($19,693) ($19,693)

  Reflect an adjustment in unemployment insurance premiums. $4,691 $4,691 
  Increase funds for general liability premiums.  $55,263 $55,263 
  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in PeopleSoft billings. $12,380 $12,380 

  Reduce funds for the State Personnel Administration 
assessment by $64 per position from $137 to $73.  

($6,939) ($6,939)

  Reduce funds for personal services.  ($178,822) ($178,822)
  Amount appropriated in this Act  $9,113,037 $9,613,894 
     

  20.2. License Issuance 

  
Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to issue and renew drivers' licenses, maintain 
driver records, operate Customer Service Centers, provide online access to services, provide 
motorcycle safety instruction, produce driver manuals, and investigate driver's license fraud. 

  Total Funds $51,262,207 
  Other Funds $1,827,835 
  Agency Funds $1,827,835 
  State Funds $49,434,372 
  State General Funds $49,434,372 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $47,277,449 $49,105,284 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$400,808 $400,808 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$564,022 $564,022 

  Reflect an adjustment in telecommunications expenses.  $657,826 $657,826 

  Reflect an adjustment in the workers' compensation 
premium.  

($104,022) ($104,022)

  Reflect an adjustment in unemployment insurance premiums. $24,777 $24,777 
  Increase funds for general liability premiums.  $0 $0 
  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in PeopleSoft billings. $0 $0 

  Reduce funds for the State Personnel Administration 
assessment by $64 per position from $137 to $73.  

($36,651) ($36,651)

  Provide funds for 22 examiners and implementation costs 
associated with Real ID. 

$797,856 $797,856 

  Reduce funds for operations.  ($147,693) ($147,693)
  Amount appropriated in this Act  $49,434,372 $51,262,207 
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  20.3. Regulatory Compliance 

  

Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to regulate driver safety and education 
programs for both novice and problem drivers by approving driver education curricula and 
auditing third-party driver education providers for compliance with state laws and 
regulations; and to certify ignition interlock device providers. 

  Total Funds $1,348,704 
  Other Funds $515,429 
  Agency Funds $515,429 
  State Funds $833,275 
  State General Funds $833,275 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $834,966 $1,350,395 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$7,086 $7,086 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$9,972 $9,972 

  Reflect an adjustment in telecommunications expenses.  $0 $0 

  Reflect an adjustment in the workers' compensation 
premium.  

($1,839) ($1,839)

  Reflect an adjustment in unemployment insurance premiums. $438 $438 
  Increase funds for general liability premiums.  $0 $0 
  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in PeopleSoft billings. $0 $0 

  Reduce funds for the State Personnel Administration 
assessment by $64 per position from $137 to $73.  

($648) ($648)

  Reduce contractual services for the Online Certification 
Reporting Application (OCRA). 

($16,700) ($16,700)

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $833,275 $1,348,704 
   
  

Section 21: Early Care and Learning, Department of 
  Total Funds $680,036,004 
  Federal Funds and Grants $320,827,966 
  Child Care and Development Block Grant $199,360,143 
  Federal Funds Not Specifically Identified $121,467,823 
  Other Funds $2,639,250 
  Agency Funds $2,510,000 
  Other Funds - Not Specifically Identified $129,250 
  State Funds $354,061,853 
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  Lottery Funds $298,602,245 
  State General Funds $55,459,608 
     

  21.1. Child Care Services 

  
Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to regulate, license, and train child care 
providers; to support the infant and toddler and afterschool networks; and to provide 
inclusion services for children with disabilities. 

  Total Funds $233,334,751 
  Federal Funds and Grants $175,360,143 
  Child Care and Development Block Grant $175,360,143 
  Other Funds $2,515,000 
  Agency Funds $2,510,000 
  Other Funds - Not Specifically Identified $5,000 
  State Funds $55,459,608 
  State General Funds $55,459,608 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $1,187,817 $8,042,699 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$19,283 $19,283 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$27,810 $27,810 

  Reduce funds for the State Personnel Administration 
assessment by $64 per position from $137 to $73.  

($2,102) ($2,102)

  Transfer the Child Care Services program from the 
Department of Human Services. 

$54,234,300 $225,254,561 

  Reduce operating expenses.  ($7,500) ($7,500)
  Amount appropriated in this Act  $55,459,608 $233,334,751 
     

  21.2. Nutrition 

  
Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to ensure that USDA-compliant meals are 
served to eligible children and adults in day care settings and to eligible youth during the 
summer. 

  Total Funds $121,100,000 
  Federal Funds and Grants $121,100,000 
  Federal Funds Not Specifically Identified $121,100,000 
     

  21.3. Pre-Kindergarten Program 
  Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to provide funding, training, technical 
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assistance, and oversight of Pre-Kindergarten programs operated by public and private 
providers throughout the state and to improve the quality of early learning and increase 
school readiness for Georgia's four-year-olds. 

  Total Funds $298,970,068 
  Federal Funds and Grants $367,823 
  Federal Funds Not Specifically Identified $367,823 
  State Funds $298,602,245 
  Lottery Funds $298,602,245 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $300,632,586 $301,000,409 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$49,088 $49,088 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$55,071 $55,071 

  Reflect an adjustment in telecommunications expenses.  $569 $569 

  Reflect an adjustment in the workers' compensation 
premium.  

$4,046 $4,046 

  Reflect an adjustment in unemployment insurance premiums. $26 $26 
  Increase funds for general liability premiums.  $6,442 $6,442 
  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in PeopleSoft billings. $1,274 $1,274 

  Increase the school year by ten days and provide funding for 
84,000 slots.  

($2,712,051) ($2,712,051)

  Reflect an adjustment in the employer share of the Teachers' 
Retirement System from 10.28% to 11.41%. 

$565,194 $565,194 

  Fund operating for 170 days of instruction and nine 
professional learning days.  

$893,485 $893,485 

  Reduce start-up and program costs associated with fewer 
slots.  

($854,000) ($854,000)

  Reduce administrative costs.  ($39,485) ($39,485)
  Amount appropriated in this Act  $298,602,245 $298,970,068 
     

  21.4. Quality Initiatives 

  
Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to implement innovative strategies and 
programs that focus on improving the quality of and access to early education, child care, 
and nutrition for Georgia's children and families. 

  Total Funds $26,631,185 
  Federal Funds and Grants $24,000,000 
  Child Care and Development Block Grant $24,000,000 
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  Other Funds $124,250 
  Other Funds - Not Specifically Identified $124,250 
   
  

Section 22: Economic Development, Department of 
  Total Funds $41,528,740 
  Federal Funds and Grants $909,400 
  Federal Funds Not Specifically Identified $909,400 
  Other Funds $63,520 
  Agency Funds $43,150 
  Other Funds - Not Specifically Identified $20,370 
  State Funds $40,555,820 
  State General Funds $33,718,376 
  Tobacco Settlement Funds $6,837,444 
     

  22.1. Business Recruitment and Expansion 

  
Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to recruit, retain, and expand businesses in 
Georgia through a statewide network of regional project managers, foreign and domestic 
marketing, and participation in Georgia Allies. 

  Total Funds $0 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $7,708,241 $7,708,241 

  
Consolidate the Business Recruitment and Expansion 
program into the Global Commerce program and transfer 
funds and 42 positions.  

($7,608,241) ($7,608,241)

  Reduce funds for personal services and eliminate one vacant 
position.  

($100,000) ($100,000)

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $0 $0 
     

  22.2. Departmental Administration 

  
Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to influence, affect, and enhance economic 
development in Georgia and provide information to people and companies to promote the 
state. 

  Total Funds $4,084,586 
  Other Funds $126 
  Other Funds - Not Specifically Identified $126 
  State Funds $4,084,460 
  State General Funds $4,084,460 
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  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $3,996,523 $3,996,649 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$41,153 $41,153 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$63,861 $63,861 

  Reflect an adjustment in telecommunications expenses.  $231 $231 

  Reflect an adjustment in the workers' compensation 
premium.  

($26,998) ($26,998)

  Reflect an adjustment in unemployment insurance premiums. $10,327 $10,327 
  Increase funds for general liability premiums.  $7,123 $7,123 
  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in PeopleSoft billings. $3,940 $3,940 

  Reduce funds for the State Personnel Administration 
assessment by $64 per position from $137 to $73.  

($2,408) ($2,408)

  Reduce funds for regular operating expenses.  ($30,320) ($30,320)
  Provide funds for telecommunications.  $150,000 $150,000 
  Reduce funds for personal services.  ($28,972) ($28,972)
  Reduce funds for marketing.  ($100,000) ($100,000)
  Amount appropriated in this Act  $4,084,460 $4,084,586 
     

  22.3. Film, Video, and Music 

  

Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to increase industry awareness of Georgia 
business opportunities, financial incentives, infrastructure resources, and natural resources 
in order to attract film, video, music, and electronic gaming industry projects and businesses 
to the state. 

  Total Funds $955,165 
  State Funds $955,165 
  State General Funds $955,165 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $1,010,892 $1,010,892 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$8,279 $8,279 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$11,556 $11,556 

  Reflect an adjustment in telecommunications expenses.  $18 $18 
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  Reduce funds for the State Personnel Administration 
assessment by $64 per position from $137 to $73.  

($580) ($580)

  Reduce funds for marketing.  ($75,000) ($75,000)
  Amount appropriated in this Act  $955,165 $955,165 
     

  22.4. Georgia Council for the Arts 

  
Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to provide for Council operations, fund grants 
and services for non-profit arts and cultural organizations, and maintain the Georgia State 
Art Collection and Capitol Galleries. 

  Total Funds $1,226,589 
  Federal Funds and Grants $659,400 
  Federal Funds Not Specifically Identified $659,400 
  State Funds $567,189 
  State General Funds $567,189 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $574,268 $1,233,668 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$5,035 $5,035 

  Reflect an adjustment in the workers' compensation 
premium.  

$977 $977 

  Reflect an adjustment in unemployment insurance premiums. ($2,449) ($2,449)
  Increase funds for general liability premiums.  $858 $858 
  Reduce funds. ($11,500) ($11,500)
  Amount appropriated in this Act  $567,189 $1,226,589 
     

  22.5. Global Commerce 

  

Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to promote Georgia as a state that is 
appealing to businesses along with being competitive in the international trade market; 
recruit, retain, and expand businesses in Georgia through a network of statewide and 
regional project managers, foreign and domestic marketing, and participation in Georgia 
Allies; help develop international markets for Georgia products and attract international 
companies to the state through business and trade missions, foreign advertising, a network of 
overseas offices and representatives, and by providing international technical and 
educational assistance to businesses. 

  Total Funds $10,292,005 
  State Funds $10,292,005 
  State General Funds $10,292,005 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  
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  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $0 $0 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$75,487 $75,487 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$111,643 $111,643 

  Reflect an adjustment in telecommunications expenses.  $725 $725 

  Reduce funds for the State Personnel Administration 
assessment by $64 per position from $137 to $73.  

($5,638) ($5,638)

  
Consolidate the Business Recruitment and Expansion into 
the Global Commerce program and transfer funds and 42 
positions. 

$7,608,241 $7,608,241 

  
Consolidate the International Relations and Trade program 
into the Global Commerce program and transfer funds and 
11 positions. 

$2,101,547 $2,101,547 

  Provide funds for two project managers and operating 
expenses for the China office.  

$400,000 $400,000 

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $10,292,005 $10,292,005 
     

  22.6. Innovation and Technology 

  
Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to market and promote strategic industries to 
existing and potential Georgia businesses by partnering businesses with the Centers of 
Innovation, research universities, incubators, and other companies. 

  Total Funds $14,597,266 
  Federal Funds and Grants $250,000 
  Federal Funds Not Specifically Identified $250,000 
  State Funds $14,347,266 
  State General Funds $7,509,822 
  Tobacco Settlement Funds $6,837,444 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $13,634,805 $13,884,805 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$7,989 $7,989 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$10,470 $10,470 

  Reflect an adjustment in telecommunications expenses.  $48 $48 

  Reduce funds for the State Personnel Administration 
assessment by $64 per position from $137 to $73.  

($497) ($497)
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Transfer the Herty Advanced Materials Development Center 
program from Economic Development to Board of Regents, 
University System of Georgia.  

$0 $0 

  Reduce the contract for Georgia Research Alliance. ($90,047) ($90,047)

  Provide contract funds to Georgia Research Alliance for two 
Eminent Scholars.  

$1,500,000 $1,500,000 

  Provide contract funds to Georgia Research Alliance for the 
Distinguished Investigator Program.  

$116,000 $116,000 

  Reduce funds for Distinguished Cancer Clinicians and 
Scientists to fund only existing obligations.  

($831,502) ($831,502)

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $14,347,266 $14,597,266 
     

  22.7. International Relations and Trade 

  

Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to develop international markets for Georgia 
products and to attract international companies to the state through business and trade 
missions, foreign advertising, a network of overseas offices and representatives, and by 
providing technical and educational assistance to businesses. 

  Total Funds $0 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $2,101,547 $2,101,547 

  
Consolidate the International Relations and Trade program 
into the Global Commerce program and transfer funds and 
11 positions.  

($2,101,547) ($2,101,547)

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $0 $0 
     

  22.8. Small and Minority Business Development 

  

Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to assist entrepreneurs and small and minority 
businesses by providing technical assistance on planning, advocacy, business needs, and 
identifying potential markets and suppliers, and to provide assistance to local communities in 
growing small businesses. 

  Total Funds $937,104 
  Other Funds $20,244 
  Other Funds - Not Specifically Identified $20,244 
  State Funds $916,860 
  State General Funds $916,860 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $896,415 $916,659 
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  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$11,018 $11,018 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$15,207 $15,207 

  Reflect an adjustment in telecommunications expenses.  $66 $66 

  Reduce funds for the State Personnel Administration 
assessment by $64 per position from $137 to $73.  

($746) ($746)

  Reduce funds for equipment.  ($5,100) ($5,100)
  Amount appropriated in this Act  $916,860 $937,104 
     

  22.9. Tourism 

  

Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to provide information to visitors about 
tourism opportunities throughout the state, operate and maintain state welcome centers, fund 
the Georgia Historical Society and Georgia Humanities Council, and work with communities 
to develop and market tourism products in order to attract more tourism to the state. 

  Total Funds $9,260,394 
  State Funds $9,260,394 
  State General Funds $9,260,394 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $9,590,993 $9,590,993 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$56,057 $56,057 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$81,223 $81,223 

  Reflect an adjustment in telecommunications expenses.  $729 $729 

  Reduce funds for the State Personnel Administration 
assessment by $64 per position from $137 to $73.  

($6,135) ($6,135)

  Reduce funds for personal services and eliminate two filled 
positions.  

($152,640) ($152,640)

  Reduce funds for marketing.  ($75,000) ($75,000)

  Eliminate state funding support for the Georgia Humanities 
Council.  

($25,000) ($25,000)

  Eliminate state funding support for the Georgia Historical 
Society.  

($45,000) ($45,000)

  Eliminate state funding support for the Historic 
Chattahoochee Commission.  

$0 $0 

  Eliminate state funding support for the Bainbridge Welcome 
Center.  

($80,000) ($80,000)
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  Close the Plains and Sylvania Visitor Information Centers 
and eliminate state funding.  

($4,833) ($4,833)

  Reduce operating expenses.  ($80,000) ($80,000)
  Amount appropriated in this Act  $9,260,394 $9,260,394 
  
  The following appropriations are for agencies attached for administrative purposes. 
     

  22.10. Payments to Georgia Medical Center Authority 

  Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to provide operating funds for the Georgia 
Medical Center Authority. 

  Total Funds $175,631 
  Other Funds $43,150 
  Agency Funds $43,150 
  State Funds $132,481 
  State General Funds $132,481 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $175,000 $175,000 

  Reflect an adjustment in the workers' compensation 
premium.  

$631 $631 

  Replace state funds with other funds for operating expenses. ($43,150) $0 
  Amount appropriated in this Act  $132,481 $175,631 
   
  

Section 23: Education, Department of 
  Total Funds $8,902,453,246 
  Federal Funds and Grants $1,679,798,355 
  Federal Funds Not Specifically Identified $1,679,798,355 
  Other Funds $4,620,465 
  Other Funds - Not Specifically Identified $4,620,465 
  State Funds $7,166,432,256 
  State General Funds $7,166,432,256 
  
The formula calculation for Quality Basic Education funding assumes a base unit cost of 
$2,744.80. In addition, all local school system allotments for Quality Basic Education shall be 
made in accordance with funds appropriated by this Act. 
     

  23.1. Agricultural Education 
  Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to assist local school systems with developing 
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and funding agricultural education programs, and to provide afterschool and summer 
educational and leadership opportunities for students. 

  Total Funds $7,774,827 
  Federal Funds and Grants $124,318 
  Federal Funds Not Specifically Identified $124,318 
  State Funds $7,650,509 
  State General Funds $7,650,509 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $7,727,787 $7,852,105 

  
Reduce funds for operating expenses for Extended Day/Year 
($82,254), Area Teacher ($21,794), Young Farmers 
($39,076), and Youth Camps ($49,164).  

($77,278) ($77,278)

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $7,650,509 $7,774,827 
     

  23.2. Central Office 

  Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to provide administrative support to the State 
Board of Education, Departmental programs, and local school systems. 

  Total Funds $93,542,393 
  Federal Funds and Grants $60,985,311 
  Federal Funds Not Specifically Identified $60,985,311 
  Other Funds $2,179,129 
  Other Funds - Not Specifically Identified $2,179,129 
  State Funds $30,377,953 
  State General Funds $30,377,953 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $29,052,221 $92,216,661 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$346,799 $346,799 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$377,338 $377,338 

  Reflect an adjustment in telecommunications expenses.  $24,082 $24,082

  Reflect an adjustment in the workers' compensation 
premium.  

($26,155) ($26,155)

  Reflect an adjustment in unemployment insurance premiums. $14,420 $14,420 
  Increase funds for general liability premiums.  $46,413 $46,413 
  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in PeopleSoft billings. $49,650 $49,650 
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  Reduce funds for the State Personnel Administration 
assessment by $64 per position from $137 to $73.  

($53,053) ($53,053)

  
Provide additional funds for strategic professional 
development focused on reading in kindergarten through 
third grade. 

$396,824 $396,824 

  Reflect an adjustment in the employer share of the Teachers' 
Retirement System from 10.28% to 11.41%. 

$62,590 $62,590 

  
Redirect funds from School Nurses to Central Office for a 
statewide nursing coordinator based on recommendations by 
the State Education Finance Study Commission.  

$120,000 $120,000 

  Reduce funds for operating expenses.  ($33,176) ($33,176)
  Amount appropriated in this Act  $30,377,953 $93,542,393 
     

  23.3. Charter Schools 

  
Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to authorize charter schools and charter 
systems and to provide funds for competitive grants for planning, implementation, facilities, 
and operations of those entities. 

  Total Funds $7,550,021 
  Federal Funds and Grants $5,556,475 
  Federal Funds Not Specifically Identified $5,556,475 
  State Funds $1,993,546 
  State General Funds $1,993,546 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $2,148,300 $7,704,775 
  Reduce funds for planning grants.  ($34,973) ($34,973)
  Reduce funds for facility grants. ($119,781) ($119,781)

  Redirect remaining planning grants ($40,000) to fund two 
consultants to work with charter schools.  

$0 $0 

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $1,993,546 $7,550,021 
     

  23.4. Communities in Schools 

  
Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to support Performance Learning Centers and 
maintain a network of local affiliate organizations across the state, and to partner with other 
state and national organizations to support student success in school and beyond. 

  Total Funds $933,100 
  State Funds $933,100 
  State General Funds $933,100 
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  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $933,100 $933,100 
  Reduce funds for grants to local affiliates.  $0 $0 
  Amount appropriated in this Act  $933,100 $933,100 
     

  23.5. Curriculum Development 

  
Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to develop a statewide, standards-based 
curriculum to guide instruction and assessment, and to provide training and instructional 
resources to teachers for implementing this curriculum. 

  Total Funds $982,744 
  State Funds $982,744 
  State General Funds $982,744 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $1,002,800 $1,002,800 
  Reduce funds for operating expenses. ($20,056) ($20,056)
  Amount appropriated in this Act  $982,744 $982,744 
     

  23.6. Federal Programs 

  Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to coordinate federally funded programs and 
allocate federal funds to school systems. 

  Total Funds $1,025,153,992 
  Federal Funds and Grants $973,551,822 
  Federal Funds Not Specifically Identified $973,551,822 
     

  23.7. Georgia Learning Resources System (GLRS) 

  
Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to train teachers and administrators in 
instructional practices, to assist local school districts in complying with federal education 
laws, and to provide resources to educators and parents of students with disabilities. 

  Total Funds $12,565,793 
  Federal Funds and Grants $12,565,793 
  Federal Funds Not Specifically Identified $12,565,793 
     

  23.8. Georgia Virtual School 

  
Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to expand the accessibility and breadth of 
course offerings so that Georgia students can recover credits, access supplementary 
resources, enhance their studies, or earn additional credits in a manner not involving on-site 
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interaction with a teacher. 
  Total Funds $5,724,169 
  Other Funds $1,018,214 
  Other Funds - Not Specifically Identified $1,018,214 
  State Funds $4,705,955 
  State General Funds $4,705,955 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $4,792,820 $5,811,034 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$3,743 $3,743 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$4,073 $4,073 

  Reduce funds for operating expenses. ($95,856) ($95,856)

  Reflect an adjustment in the employer share of the Teachers' 
Retirement System from 10.28% to 11.41%. 

$1,175 $1,175 

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $4,705,955 $5,724,169 
     

  23.9. Georgia Youth Science and Technology 

  
Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to offer educational programming that 
increases interest and enthusiasm in science, math, and technology, particularly among 
elementary and middle school teachers and students in underserved areas of the state. 

  Total Funds $144,000 
  State Funds $144,000 
  State General Funds $144,000 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $144,000 $144,000 
  Reduce funds for contractual services.  $0 $0 
  Amount appropriated in this Act  $144,000 $144,000 
     

  23.10. Governor's Honors Program 

  
Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to provide gifted high school students a 
summer program of challenging and enriching educational opportunities not usually 
available during the regular school year. 

  Total Funds $959,839 
  State Funds $959,839 
  State General Funds $959,839 
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  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $962,908 $962,908 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$2,621 $2,621 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$2,852 $2,852 

  Reduce funds for operating expenses.  ($9,258) ($9,258)

  Reflect an adjustment in the employer share of the Teachers' 
Retirement System from 10.28% to 11.41%. 

$716 $716 

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $959,839 $959,839 
     

  23.11. Information Technology Services 

  Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to provide internet access for local school 
systems. 

  Total Funds $3,321,803 
  State Funds $3,321,803 
  State General Funds $3,321,803 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $3,321,803 $3,321,803 

  Reduce funds for internet access due to reduced subscription 
and usage.  

$0 $0 

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $3,321,803 $3,321,803 
     

  23.12. Non Quality Basic Education Formula Grants 

  Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to fund specific initiatives including: children 
in residential education facilities and sparsity grants. 

  Total Funds $6,462,668 
  State Funds $6,462,668 
  State General Funds $6,462,668 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $16,867,421 $16,867,421 

  
Reduce funds for Residential Treatment Centers ($76,628), 
Sparsity Grants ($53,700), and Georgia Special Needs 
Scholarships ($207,020).  

($260,720) ($260,720)
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  Reflect changes in the program purpose statement. 
(G:YES)(H:YES)  

$0 $0 

  Transfer funds for Georgia Special Needs Scholarships to the 
Quality Basic Education Program. 

($10,144,033) ($10,144,033)

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $6,462,668 $6,462,668 
     

  23.13. Nutrition 

  
Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to provide leadership, training, technical 
assistance, and resources, so local program personnel can deliver meals that support 
nutritional well-being and performance at school and comply with federal standards. 

  Total Funds $597,481,435 
  Federal Funds and Grants $574,888,212 
  Federal Funds Not Specifically Identified $574,888,212 
  State Funds $22,593,223 
  State General Funds $22,593,223 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $23,119,188 $47,756,489 
  Reduce funds for the school lunch program.  ($525,965) ($525,965)

  
Retain state funds sufficient to meet federal maintenance of 
effort requirements and transfer remaining state funds for 
nutrition to the Quality Basic Education Program.  

$0 $0 

  Reflect federal fund receipts.  $0 $550,250,911 
  Amount appropriated in this Act  $22,593,223 $597,481,435 
     

  23.14. Preschool Handicapped 

  
Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to provide early educational services to three- 
and four-year-old students with disabilities so that they enter school better prepared to 
succeed. 

  Total Funds $28,707,687 
  State Funds $28,707,687 
  State General Funds $28,707,687 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $27,891,099 $27,891,099 
  Reflect actual earnings.  $816,588 $816,588 
  Amount appropriated in this Act  $28,707,687 $28,707,687 
     



2340 JOURNAL OF THE HOUSE 

  23.15. Pupil Transportation 

  
Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to assist local school systems in their efforts to 
provide safe and efficient transportation for students to and from school and school related 
activities. 

  Total Funds $0 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $130,310,693 $130,310,693 
  Reduce funds for pupil transportation. ($2,606,214) ($2,606,214)

  Transfer funds for Pupil Transportation to the Quality Basic 
Education Program. 

($127,704,479) ($127,704,479)

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $0 $0 
     

  23.16. Quality Basic Education Equalization 

  
Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to provide additional financial assistance to 
local school systems ranking below the statewide average of per pupil tax wealth as outlined 
in O.C.G.A. 20-2-165. 

  Total Funds $436,588,137 
  State Funds $436,588,137 
  State General Funds $436,588,137 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $436,158,587 $436,158,587 

  

Reflect revised Equalization earnings for Troup County 
Public Schools ($500,000) and reduce funds for Clinch 
County Public Schools ($70,450) based on errors in data 
submission.  

$429,550 $429,550 

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $436,588,137 $436,588,137 
     

  23.17. Quality Basic Education Local Five Mill Share 

  Purpose:  The purpose of this program is to recognize the required local portion of the 
Quality Basic Education program as outlined in O.C.G.A. 20-2-164. 

  Total Funds ($1,697,504,730)
  State Funds ($1,697,504,730)
  State General Funds ($1,697,504,730)
     

  23.18. Quality Basic Education Program 
  Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to provide formula funds to school systems 



 WEDNESDAY, MARCH 7, 2012 2341 

based on full time equivalent students for the instruction of students in grades K-12 as 
outlined in O.C.G.A. 20-2-161. 

  Total Funds $8,151,044,384 
  State Funds $8,151,044,384 
  State General Funds $8,151,044,384 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $7,816,655,183 $7,816,655,183 

  Provide an increase based on 0.36% enrollment growth 
($58,686,542) and for training and experience ($55,770,353). 

$112,482,890 $112,482,890 

  Provide differentiated pay for newly certified math and 
science teachers.  

$3,089,981 $3,089,981 

  Provide a grant to the State Special Charter Schools. $8,647,953 $8,647,953 

  
Transfer funds for Nutrition ($15,788,068), Pupil 
Transportation ($127,704,479), and School Nurses 
($30,071,158) into the Quality Basic Education Program.  

$127,704,479 $127,704,479 

  Reflect an adjustment in the employer share of the Teachers' 
Retirement System from 10.28% to 11.41%.  

$72,319,865 $72,319,865 

  Transfer funds for Georgia Special Needs Scholarships to the 
Quality Basic Education Program. 

$10,144,033 $10,144,033 

  Reflect Governor's recommendation to remove funding for 
charter system grants.  

$0 $0 

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $8,151,044,384 $8,151,044,384 
     

  23.19. Regional Education Service Agencies (RESAs) 

  

Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to provide Georgia's sixteen Regional 
Education Service Agencies with funds to assist local school systems with improving the 
effectiveness of their educational programs by providing curriculum consultation, skill 
enhancement, professional development, technology training, and other shared services. 

  Total Funds $8,510,812 
  State Funds $8,510,812 
  State General Funds $8,510,812 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $8,571,299 $8,571,299 

  Reduce funds for Educational Technology Centers ($60,487) 
and RESAs' core services ($110,939).  

($60,487) ($60,487)

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $8,510,812 $8,510,812 
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  23.20. School Improvement 

  

Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to provide research, technical assistance, 
resources, teacher professional learning, and leadership training for low-performing schools 
and local educational agencies to help them design and implement school improvement 
strategies to improve graduation rates and overall student achievement. 

  Total Funds $5,199,064 
  State Funds $5,199,064 
  State General Funds $5,199,064 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $5,161,681 $5,161,681 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$61,724 $61,724 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$67,159 $67,159 

  Reduce funds for operating expenses.  ($100,734) ($100,734)

  Reflect an adjustment in the employer share of the Teachers' 
Retirement System from 10.28% to 11.41%. 

$9,234 $9,234 

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $5,199,064 $5,199,064 
     

  23.21. School Nurses 

  Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to provide funding for school nurses who 
provide health procedures for students at school. 

  Total Funds $29,951,158 
  State Funds $29,951,158 
  State General Funds $29,951,158 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $26,399,520 $26,399,520 

  Transfer funds for School Nurses to the Quality Basic 
Education Program.  

$0 $0 

  Provide funds for School Nurses based on recommendations 
by the State Education Finance Study Commission.  

$3,551,638 $3,551,638 

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $29,951,158 $29,951,158 
     

  23.22. Severely Emotional Disturbed (SED) 

  Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to fund the Georgia Network for Educational 
and Therapeutic Support (GNETS), which provides services, education, and resources for 
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students ages three to twenty-one with autism or severe emotional behavioral problems and 
their families. 

  Total Funds $64,950,905 
  Federal Funds and Grants $2,972,895 
  Federal Funds Not Specifically Identified $2,972,895 
  State Funds $61,978,010 
  State General Funds $61,978,010 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $64,275,760 $67,248,655 
  Adjust funding based on declining enrollment.  ($2,297,750) ($2,297,750)
  Amount appropriated in this Act  $61,978,010 $64,950,905 
     

  23.23. State Interagency Transfers 

  
Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to pass through funding for special education 
services in other state agencies, teachers' retirement, and vocational funding for the post-
secondary vocational education agency. 

  Total Funds $24,956,767 
  Federal Funds and Grants $16,458,804 
  Federal Funds Not Specifically Identified $16,458,804 
  State Funds $8,497,963 
  State General Funds $8,497,963 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $8,497,963 $24,956,767 

  Reflect changes in the program purpose statement. 
(G:YES)(H:YES)  

$0 $0 

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $8,497,963 $24,956,767 
     

  23.24. State Schools 

  
Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to prepare sensory-impaired and multi-
disabled students to become productive citizens by providing a learning environment 
addressing their academic, vocational, and social development. 

  Total Funds $25,667,246 
  Other Funds $1,423,122 
  Other Funds - Not Specifically Identified $1,423,122 
  State Funds $24,244,124 
  State General Funds $24,244,124 
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  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $23,379,119 $24,802,241 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$302,119 $302,119 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$328,724 $328,724 

  Reflect an adjustment in the employer share of the Teachers' 
Retirement System from 10.28% to 11.41%.  

$43,405 $43,405 

  Provide funding for Training and Experience.  $190,757 $190,757 
  Amount appropriated in this Act  $24,244,124 $25,667,246 
     

  23.25. Technology/Career Education 

  
Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to equip students with academic, vocational, 
technical, and leadership skills and to extend learning opportunities beyond the traditional 
school day and year. 

  Total Funds $30,072,075 
  Federal Funds and Grants $16,012,923 
  Federal Funds Not Specifically Identified $16,012,923 
  State Funds $14,059,152 
  State General Funds $14,059,152 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $14,201,164 $30,214,087 
  Reduce funds for the Extended Day/Year Program.  ($142,012) ($142,012)
  Amount appropriated in this Act  $14,059,152 $30,072,075 
     

  23.26. Testing 

  Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to administer the statewide student assessment 
program and provide related testing instruments and training to local schools. 

  Total Funds $30,161,011 
  Federal Funds and Grants $16,681,802 
  Federal Funds Not Specifically Identified $16,681,802 
  State Funds $13,479,209 
  State General Funds $13,479,209 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  
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  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $13,573,504 $30,255,306 
  Reduce funds for student testing. ($271,470) ($271,470)

  Provide funds for one AP exam for free/reduced lunch 
students.  

$177,175 $177,175 

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $13,479,209 $30,161,011 
     

  23.27. Tuition for Multi-handicapped 

  
Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to partially reimburse school systems for 
private residential placements when the school system is unable to provide an appropriate 
program for a multi-handicapped student. 

  Total Funds $1,551,946 
  State Funds $1,551,946 
  State General Funds $1,551,946 
   
  

Section 24: Employees' Retirement System 
  Total Funds $47,074,065 
  Other Funds $3,346,650 
  Agency Funds $3,346,650 
  State Funds $26,532,022 
  State General Funds $26,532,022 
  Intra-State Government Transfers $17,195,393 
  Retirement Payments $17,195,393 
  
It is the intent of the General Assembly that the employer contribution rate for the Employees' 
Retirement System shall not exceed 14.9% for New Plan employees and 10.15% for Old Plan 
employees. For the GSEPS employees, the employer contribution rate shall not exceed 11.54% 
for the pension portion of the benefit and 3.0% in employer match contributions for the 401(k) 
portion of the benefit. It is the intent of the General Assembly that the employer contribution 
for Public School Employees' Retirement System shall not exceed $621.31 per member for 
State Fiscal Year 2013. 
It is the intent of the General Assembly to fund HB542 and HB250 (2012 Session). 
     

  24.1. Deferred Compensation 

  
Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to provide excellent service to participants in 
the deferred compensation program for all employees of the state, giving them an effective 
supplement for their retirement planning. 

  Total Funds $3,346,650 
  Other Funds $3,346,650 
  Agency Funds $3,346,650 
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  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $0 $3,346,840 

  Decrease other funds for personal services to reflect funding 
needs. 

$0 ($190)

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $0 $3,346,650 
     

  24.2. Georgia Military Pension Fund 

  Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to provide retirement allowances and other 
benefits for members of the Georgia National Guard. 

  Total Funds $1,703,022 
  State Funds $1,703,022 
  State General Funds $1,703,022 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $1,281,784 $1,281,784 

  Increase funds for the annual required contribution in 
accordance with the most recent actuarial valuation. 

$421,238 $421,238 

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $1,703,022 $1,703,022 
     

  24.3. Public School Employees Retirement System 

  
Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to account for the receipt of retirement 
contributions, ensure sound investing of system funds, and provide timely and accurate 
payment of retirement benefits. 

  Total Funds $24,829,000 
  State Funds $24,829,000 
  State General Funds $24,829,000 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $15,884,000 $15,884,000 

  Increase funds for the annual required contribution in 
accordance with the most recent actuarial valuation. 

$8,945,000 $8,945,000 

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $24,829,000 $24,829,000 
     

  24.4. System Administration 

  Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to collect employee and employer 
contributions, invest the accumulated funds, and disburse retirement benefits to members and 
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beneficiaries. 
  Total Funds $17,195,393 
  Intra-State Government Transfers $17,195,393 
  Retirement Payments $17,195,393 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $0 $16,889,336 

  
Increase other funds for personal services ($187,698) and 
contractual services ($118,359) to reflect an adjustment in 
the employer rate for the Employees' Retirement System.  

$0 $306,057 

  Provide funding for HB 542 (2012 Session) as required by 
actuary.  

$0 $0 

  Provide funding for HB 250 (2012 Session) as required by 
actuary.  

$0 $0 

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $0 $17,195,393 
   
  

Section 25: Forestry Commission, Georgia 
  Total Funds $43,043,952 
  Federal Funds and Grants $5,754,274 
  Federal Funds Not Specifically Identified $5,754,274 
  Other Funds $6,798,795 
  Agency Funds $474,661 
  Other Funds - Not Specifically Identified $6,324,134 
  State Funds $30,440,883 
  State General Funds $30,440,883 
  Intra-State Government Transfers $50,000 
  Other Intra-State Government Payments $50,000 
     

  25.1. Commission Administration 

  
Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to administer work force needs, handle 
purchasing, accounts receivable and payable, meet information technology needs, and 
provide oversight that emphasizes customer values and process innovation. 

  Total Funds $3,480,023 
  Federal Funds and Grants $42,400 
  Federal Funds Not Specifically Identified $42,400 
  Other Funds $66,288
  Agency Funds $46,016 
  Other Funds - Not Specifically Identified $20,272 
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  State Funds $3,371,335 
  State General Funds $3,371,335 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $3,273,139 $3,381,827 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$35,177 $35,177 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$42,952 $42,952 

  Reflect an adjustment in telecommunications expenses.  ($2,535) ($2,535)

  Reflect an adjustment in the workers' compensation 
premium.  

($9,005) ($9,005)

  Reflect an adjustment in unemployment insurance premiums. $19,757 $19,757 
  Increase funds for general liability premiums.  $4,984 $4,984 
  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in PeopleSoft billings. $9,832 $9,832 

  Reduce funds for the State Personnel Administration 
assessment by $64 per position from $137 to $73.  

($2,966) ($2,966)

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $3,371,335 $3,480,023 
     

  25.2. Forest Management 

  

Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to ensure the stewardship of forest lands; to 
collect and analyze state forestry inventory data; to administer federal forestry cost share 
assistance programs; to study forest health and invasive species control issues; to manage 
state-owned forests; to educate private forest landowners and timber harvesters about best 
management practices; to assist communities with management of forested greenspace; to 
promote and obtain conservation easements; to manage Georgia's Carbon Registry; to 
promote retention, investment, and/or expansion of new emerging and existing forest and 
forest biomass industries, and, during extreme fire danger, to provide logistical, overhead, 
and direct fire suppression assistance to the Forest Protection program. 

  Total Funds $6,516,477 
  Federal Funds and Grants $3,331,476 
  Federal Funds Not Specifically Identified $3,331,476 
  Other Funds $1,002,832 
  Agency Funds $428,645 
  Other Funds - Not Specifically Identified $574,187 
  State Funds $2,132,169 
  State General Funds $2,132,169 
  Intra-State Government Transfers $50,000 
  Other Intra-State Government Payments $50,000 
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  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $2,099,722 $6,484,030 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$29,131 $29,131 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$78,940 $78,940 

  Reflect an adjustment in telecommunications expenses.  ($594) ($594)

  Reflect an adjustment in the workers' compensation 
premium.  

($18,305) ($18,305)

  Reflect an adjustment in unemployment insurance premiums. $3,034 $3,034 
  Increase funds for general liability premiums.  $10,132 $10,132 

  Reduce funds for the State Personnel Administration 
assessment by $64 per position from $137 to $73.  

($6,452) ($6,452)

  Eliminate one vacant position.  ($63,439) ($63,439)
  Amount appropriated in this Act  $2,132,169 $6,516,477 
     

  25.3. Forest Protection 

  

Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to ensure an aggressive and efficient response 
and suppression of forest fires in the unincorporated areas of the State; to mitigate hazardous 
forest fuels; to issue burn permits, to provide statewide education in the prevention of 
wildfires; to perform wildfire arson investigations; to promote community wildland fire 
planning and protection through cooperative agreements with fire departments; to train and 
certify firefighters in wildland firefighting; to provide assistance and support to rural fire 
departments including selling wildland fire engines and tankers; and to support the Forest 
Management program during periods of low fire danger. 

  Total Funds $31,840,372 
  Federal Funds and Grants $2,246,681 
  Federal Funds Not Specifically Identified $2,246,681 
  Other Funds $4,656,312 
  Other Funds - Not Specifically Identified $4,656,312 
  State Funds $24,937,379 
  State General Funds $24,937,379 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $22,993,056 $29,896,049 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$298,723 $298,723 
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  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$385,272 $385,272 

  Reflect an adjustment in telecommunications expenses.  ($5,606) ($5,606)

  Reflect an adjustment in the workers' compensation 
premium.  

($113,379) ($113,379)

  Reflect an adjustment in unemployment insurance premiums. $18,930 $18,930 
  Increase funds for general liability premiums.  $62,756 $62,756 

  Reduce funds for the State Personnel Administration 
assessment by $64 per position from $137 to $73.  

($39,301) ($39,301)

  
Delete one-time funds provided in FY 2012 to comply with 
the narrow banding license requirement of the Federal 
Communications Commission.  

($146,000) ($146,000)

  Transfer funds and 13 positions from the Georgia Aviation 
Authority. 

$1,482,928 $1,482,928 

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $24,937,379 $31,840,372 
     

  25.4. Tree Seedling Nursery 

  Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to produce an adequate quantity of high 
quality forest tree seedlings for sale at reasonable cost to Georgia landowners. 

  Total Funds $1,207,080 
  Federal Funds and Grants $133,717 
  Federal Funds Not Specifically Identified $133,717 
  Other Funds $1,073,363 
  Other Funds - Not Specifically Identified $1,073,363 
   
  

Section 26: Governor, Office of the 
  Total Funds $174,376,781 
  Federal Funds and Grants $112,189,184 
  Temporary Assistance for Needy Families Block Grant $3,814,350 
  Federal Funds Not Specifically Identified $108,374,834 
  Other Funds $4,723,134 
  Other Funds - Not Specifically Identified $4,723,134 
  State Funds $57,464,463 
  State General Funds $57,464,463 
  
There is hereby appropriated to the Office of the Governor the sum of $400,000 of the moneys 
collected in accordance with O.C.G.A. Title 10, Chapter 1, Article 28. The sum of money is 
appropriated for use by the Office of Consumer Protection for all the purposes for which such 
moneys may be appropriated pursuant to Article 28. 
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The Mansion allowance shall be $40,000. 
     

  26.1. Governor's Emergency Fund 

  Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to provide emergency funds to draw on when 
disasters create extraordinary demands on government. 

  Total Funds $22,578,261 
  State Funds $22,578,261 
  State General Funds $22,578,261 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $21,701,931 $21,701,931 

  
Provide for an increase from $18,232,355 to $27,228,603 for 
the interest payment in the Unemployment Trust Fund loan 
due September 30, 2012.  

$876,330 $876,330 

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $22,578,261 $22,578,261 
     

  26.2. Governor's Office 

  

Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to provide numerous duties including, but not 
limited to: granting commissions, appointments and vacancies, maintaining order, and 
temporary transfer of institutions between departments or agencies. The Mansion allowance 
per OCGA 45-7-4 shall be $40,000. 

  Total Funds $6,087,885 
  Other Funds $100,000 
  Other Funds - Not Specifically Identified $100,000 
  State Funds $5,987,885 
  State General Funds $5,987,885 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $5,914,065 $6,014,065 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$68,797 $68,797 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$83,414 $83,414 

  Reflect an adjustment in telecommunications expenses.  $10,918 $10,918 

  Reflect an adjustment in the workers' compensation 
premium.  

$10,378 $10,378 

  Reflect an adjustment in unemployment insurance premiums. $11,430 $11,430 
  Increase funds for general liability premiums.  $11,395 $11,395 
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  Reduce funds for the State Personnel Administration 
assessment by $64 per position from $137 to $73.  

($4,231) ($4,231)

  Reduce funds for operating expenses. ($118,281) ($118,281)
  Amount appropriated in this Act  $5,987,885 $6,087,885 
     

  26.3. Governor's Office of Planning and Budget 

  
Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to improve state government operations and 
services by leading and assisting in the evaluation, development, and implementation of 
budgets, plans, programs, and policies. 

  Total Funds $7,943,611 
  State Funds $7,943,611 
  State General Funds $7,943,611 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $7,888,777 $7,888,777 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$71,788 $71,788 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$100,853 $100,853 

  Reflect an adjustment in telecommunications expenses.  ($187,459) ($187,459)

  Reflect an adjustment in the workers' compensation 
premium.  

$7,727 $7,727 

  Reflect an adjustment in unemployment insurance premiums. $1,928 $1,928 
  Increase funds for general liability premiums.  $8,434 $8,434 
  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in PeopleSoft billings. $9,318 $9,318 
  Reduce funds for operating expenses. ($157,755) ($157,755)

  Provide new contract funding for the preparation of 
legislative fiscal notes.  

$200,000 $200,000 

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $7,943,611 $7,943,611 
  
  The following appropriations are for agencies attached for administrative purposes. 
     

  26.4. Child Advocate, Office of the 

  Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to provide independent oversight of persons, 
organizations, and agencies responsible for the protection and well-being of children. 

  Total Funds $931,287 
  Federal Funds and Grants $89,558 
  Federal Funds Not Specifically Identified $89,558 
  Other Funds $25 
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  Other Funds - Not Specifically Identified $25 
  State Funds $841,704 
  State General Funds $841,704 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $832,892 $922,475 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$9,459 $9,459 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$11,943 $11,943 

  Reflect an adjustment in telecommunications expenses.  $1,473 $1,473 

  Reflect an adjustment in the workers' compensation 
premium.  

$796 $796 

  Reflect an adjustment in unemployment insurance premiums. $670 $670 
  Increase funds for general liability premiums.  $1,129 $1,129 

  Reduce regular operating expenses based on projected 
expenditures. 

($10,508) ($10,508)

  Replace state funds with federal funds.  ($6,150) ($6,150)
  Amount appropriated in this Act  $841,704 $931,287 
     

  26.5. Children and Families, Governor's Office for  

  Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to enhance coordination and communication 
among providers and stakeholders of services to families. 

  Total Funds $13,621,668 
  Federal Funds and Grants $8,215,596 
  Temporary Assistance for Needy Families Block Grant $3,814,350 
  Federal Funds Not Specifically Identified $4,401,246 
  Other Funds $2,500,000 
  Other Funds - Not Specifically Identified $2,500,000 
  State Funds $2,906,072 
  State General Funds $2,906,072 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $1,089,999 $11,805,595 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$11,994 $11,994 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$10,545 $10,545 
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  Reflect an adjustment in telecommunications expenses.  ($915) ($915)

  Reflect an adjustment in the workers' compensation 
premium.  

$4,396 $4,396 

  Reflect an adjustment in unemployment insurance premiums. ($6,383) ($6,383)
  Increase funds for general liability premiums.  $2,941 $2,941 

  Reduce funds available for implementing new Community 
Strategy grants. 

($59,224) ($59,224)

  Provide funding for final year of community based grants. $1,852,719 $1,852,719 
  Amount appropriated in this Act  $2,906,072 $13,621,668 
     

  26.6. Emergency Management Agency, Georgia 

  

Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to provide a disaster, mitigation, 
preparedness, response, and recovery program by coordinating federal, state, and other 
resources and supporting local governments to respond to major disasters and emergency 
events, and to coordinate state resources for the preparation and prevention of threats and 
acts of terrorism and to serve as the State's point of contact for the federal Department of 
Homeland Security. 

  Total Funds $32,599,065 
  Federal Funds and Grants $29,703,182 
  Federal Funds Not Specifically Identified $29,703,182 
  Other Funds $807,856 
  Other Funds - Not Specifically Identified $807,856 
  State Funds $2,088,027 
  State General Funds $2,088,027 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $2,013,369 $32,524,407 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$50,811 $50,811 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$29,852 $29,852 

  Reflect an adjustment in telecommunications expenses.  $36,455 $36,455 

  Reflect an adjustment in the workers' compensation 
premium.  

($8,525) ($8,525)

  Reflect an adjustment in unemployment insurance premiums. $3,460 $3,460 
  Increase funds for general liability premiums.  $2,872 $2,872 
  Reduce the contract for the Civil Air Patrol. ($40,267) ($40,267)
  Amount appropriated in this Act  $2,088,027 $32,599,065 
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  26.7. Georgia Commission on Equal Opportunity 

  
Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to enforce the Georgia Fair Employment 
Practices Act of 1978, as amended, and the Fair Housing Act, which makes it unlawful to 
discriminate against any individual. 

  Total Funds $880,461 
  Federal Funds and Grants $407,000 
  Federal Funds Not Specifically Identified $407,000 
  State Funds $473,461 
  State General Funds $473,461 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $473,351 $880,351 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$7,942 $7,942 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$9,551 $9,551 

  Reflect an adjustment in telecommunications expenses.  ($12,178) ($12,178)

  Reflect an adjustment in the workers' compensation 
premium.  

$1,791 $1,791 

  Reflect an adjustment in unemployment insurance premiums. $1,323 $1,323 
  Increase funds for general liability premiums.  $1,148 $1,148 
  Reduce funding for personal services. ($9,467) ($9,467)
  Amount appropriated in this Act  $473,461 $880,461 
     

  26.8. Georgia Professional Standards Commission 

  
Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to direct the preparation of, certify, recognize, 
and recruit Georgia educators, and to enforce standards regarding educator professional 
preparation, performance, and ethics. 

  Total Funds $6,347,278 
  Federal Funds and Grants $411,930 
  Federal Funds Not Specifically Identified $411,930 
  Other Funds $500 
  Other Funds - Not Specifically Identified $500 
  State Funds $5,934,848 
  State General Funds $5,934,848 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $5,839,020 $6,251,450 
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  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$80,063 $80,063 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$101,043 $101,043 

  Reflect an adjustment in telecommunications expenses.  ($3,054) ($3,054)

  Reflect an adjustment in the workers' compensation 
premium.  

$16,244 $16,244 

  Reflect an adjustment in unemployment insurance premiums. $6,486 $6,486 
  Increase funds for general liability premiums.  $11,826 $11,826 
  Eliminate one position due to retirement.  ($101,618) ($101,618)
  Reduce funds for contractual services. ($15,162) ($15,162)
  Amount appropriated in this Act  $5,934,848 $6,347,278 
     

  26.9. Governor's Office of Consumer Protection 

  
Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to protect consumers and legitimate business 
enterprises from unfair and deceptive business practices through the enforcement of the Fair 
Business Practices Act and other related consumer protection statutes. 

  Total Funds $6,997,318 
  Other Funds $1,314,753 
  Other Funds - Not Specifically Identified $1,314,753 
  State Funds $5,682,565 
  State General Funds $5,682,565 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $5,878,953 $7,193,706 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$56,967 $56,967 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$100,709 $100,709 

  Reflect an adjustment in telecommunications expenses.  ($69,824) ($69,824)

  Reflect an adjustment in the workers' compensation 
premium.  

$11,282 $11,282 

  Reflect an adjustment in unemployment insurance premiums. $5,459 $5,459 
  Increase funds for general liability premiums.  $10,035 $10,035 

  
Transfer 19 positions from the State Personnel 
Administration for call center support and 1-800-Georgia 
operations.  

$0 $0 

  Reduce funds for operations. ($50,000) ($50,000)
  Reduce contractual services. ($67,579) ($67,579)
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  Replace state funds with other funds. ($58,437) ($58,437)
  Annualize reduction for customer service.  ($135,000) ($135,000)
  Amount appropriated in this Act  $5,682,565 $6,997,318 
     

  26.10. Governor's Office of Workforce Development 

  Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to improve the job training and marketability 
of Georgia's workforce. 

  Total Funds $73,361,918 
  Federal Funds and Grants $73,361,918 
  Federal Funds Not Specifically Identified $73,361,918

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $0 $5,196,851 

  
Transfer grant funds from the Department of Labor to the 
Governor's Office of Workforce Development for 
implementation of the Workforce Investment Act of 1998.  

$0 $68,165,067 

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $0 $73,361,918 
     

  26.11. Office of the State Inspector General 

  Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to foster and promote accountability and 
integrity in state government by investigating and preventing fraud, waste, and abuse. 

  Total Funds $572,486 
  State Funds $572,486 
  State General Funds $572,486 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $555,712 $555,712 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$6,831 $6,831 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$11,192 $11,192 

  Reflect an adjustment in telecommunications expenses.  $1,902 $1,902 

  Reflect an adjustment in the workers' compensation 
premium.  

$814 $814 

  Reflect an adjustment in unemployment insurance premiums. $571 $571 
  Increase funds for general liability premiums.  $715 $715 

  Reduce operating expenses ($2,351) and computer charges 
($2,900). 

($5,251) ($5,251)
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  Amount appropriated in this Act  $572,486 $572,486 
     

  26.12. Student Achievement, Office of 

  

Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to support educational accountability, 
evaluation, and reporting efforts, establishment of standards on state assessments, the 
preparation and release of the state's education report card and scoreboard, and education 
research to inform policy and budget efforts. 

  Total Funds $2,455,543 
  State Funds $2,455,543 
  State General Funds $2,455,543 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $828,189 $828,189 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$13,489 $13,489 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$6,428 $6,428 

  Reflect an adjustment in telecommunications expenses.  $305 $305 

  Reflect an adjustment in the workers' compensation 
premium.  

$685 $685 

  Reflect an adjustment in unemployment insurance premiums. $711 $711 
  Increase funds for general liability premiums.  $1,001 $1,001 
  Reduce funds for personal services. ($16,564) ($16,564)
  Reduce funds for real estate rentals. ($20,000) ($20,000)
  Provide funds for a reading mentor program. $1,641,299 $1,641,299 
  Amount appropriated in this Act  $2,455,543 $2,455,543 
   

  
Section 27: Human Services, Department of 
  Total Funds $1,531,730,928 
  Federal Funds and Grants $970,550,993 
  CCDF Mandatory and Matching Funds $2,508,661 
  Child Care and Development Block Grant $24,701,907 
  Community Service Block Grant $17,282,159 
  Foster Care Title IV-E $77,146,122 
  Low-Income Home Energy Assistance $24,827,737 
  Medical Assistance Program $62,991,462 
  Preventive Health and Health Services Block Grant $200,470 
  Social Services Block Grant $52,945,653 
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  TANF Block Grant - Unobligated Balance $9,551,600 
  Temporary Assistance for Needy Families Block Grant $321,190,139 
  Federal Funds Not Specifically Identified $377,205,083 
  Other Funds $56,880,714 
  Agency Funds $2,841,500 
  Other Funds - Not Specifically Identified $54,039,214 
  State Funds $491,302,876 
  State General Funds $485,111,070 
  Tobacco Settlement Funds $6,191,806 
  Intra-State Government Transfers $12,996,345 
  Medicaid Services Payments - Other Agencies $8,500,000 
  Other Intra-State Government Payments $4,496,345 
  
All Temporary Assistance for Needy Families benefit payments are calculated utilizing a factor 
of 66.0% of the standards of need; such payments shall be made from the date of certification 
and not from the date of application; and the following maximum benefits and maximum 
standards of need shall apply: 
For an assistance group of one, the standard of need is $235, and the maximum monthly 
amount is $155. 
For an assistance group of two, the standard of need is $356, and the maximum monthly 
amount is $235. 
For an assistance group of three, the standard of need is $424, and the maximum monthly 
amount is $280. 
For an assistance group of four, the standard of need is $500, and the maximum monthly 
amount is $330. 
For an assistance group of five, the standard of need is $573, and the maximum monthly 
amount is $378. 
For an assistance group of six, the standard of need is $621, and the maximum monthly amount 
is $410. 
For an assistance group of seven, the standard of need is $672, and the maximum monthly 
amount is $444. 
For an assistance group of eight, the standard of need is $713, and the maximum monthly 
amount is $470. 
For an assistance group of nine, the standard of need is $751, and the maximum monthly 
amount is $496. 
For an assistance group of ten, the standard of need is $804, and the maximum monthly 
amount is $530. 
For an assistance group of eleven, the standard of need is $860, and the maximum monthly 
amount is $568. 
Provided, the Department of Human Services is authorized to make supplemental payments on 
these maximum monthly amounts up to the amount that is equal to the minimum hourly wage 
for clients who are enrolled in subsidized work experience and subsidized employment. 
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  27.1. Adoptions Services 

  
Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to support and facilitate the safe permanent 
placement of children by prescreening families and providing support and financial services 
after adoption. 

  Total Funds $88,607,444 
  Federal Funds and Grants $54,303,665 
  Temporary Assistance for Needy Families Block Grant $16,400,000 
  Federal Funds Not Specifically Identified $37,903,665 
  Other Funds $46,500 
  Other Funds - Not Specifically Identified $46,500 
  State Funds $34,257,279 
  State General Funds $34,257,279 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $34,059,119 $89,166,503 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$22,532 $22,532 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$17,177 $17,177 

  Reflect an adjustment in the workers' compensation 
premium.  

($427) ($427)

  Reflect an adjustment in unemployment insurance premiums. $1,086 $1,086 
  Increase funds for general liability premiums.  $2,407 $2,407 

  Reduce funds for the State Personnel Administration 
assessment by $64 per position from $137 to $73.  

($1,834) ($1,834)

  Provide funds to reflect change in the federal participation 
rate from 65.95% to 65.71%.  

$157,219 $0 

  

Realign Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) 
funds in Departmental Administration, Adoption Services, 
Child Care Licensing, Child Welfare Services, Family 
Violence Services, Federal Funds Transfers to Other 
Agencies, Out of Home Care, Support for Needy Families - 
Basic Assistance and Support for Needy Families - Work 
Assistance programs to recognize the federal loss of the 
TANF Supplemental grant.  

$0 ($600,000)

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $34,257,279 $88,607,444 
     

  27.2. After School Care 

  Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to expand the provision of after school care 
services and draw down TANF maintenance of effort funds. 
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  Total Funds $15,650,000 
  Federal Funds and Grants $15,650,000 
  Temporary Assistance for Needy Families Block Grant $15,500,000 
  Federal Funds Not Specifically Identified $150,000 
     

  27.3. Business Enterprise Program 

  Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to assist people who are blind in becoming 
successful contributors to the state's economy. 

  Total Funds $0 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $0 $0 

  Transfer the Business Enterprise Program from the 
Department of Labor to the Department of Human Services. 

$0 $0 

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $0 $0 
     

  27.4. Child Care Licensing 

  
Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to protect the health and safety of children 
who receive full-time care outside of their homes by licensing, monitoring, and inspecting 
residential care providers. 

  Total Funds $2,220,406 
  Federal Funds and Grants $638,414 
  Foster Care Title IV-E $638,414 
  State Funds $1,581,992 
  State General Funds $1,581,992 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $0 $2,193,862 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$26,544 $26,544 

  Replace TANF funds in the Child Care Licensing program 
with state funds to maximize Title IV-E funding.  

$1,555,448 $2,193,862 
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Realign Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) 
funds in Departmental Administration, Adoption Services, 
Child Care Licensing, Child Welfare Services, Family 
Violence Services, Federal Funds Transfers to Other 
Agencies, Out of Home Care, Support for Needy Families - 
Basic Assistance and Support for Needy Families - Work 
Assistance programs to recognize the federal loss of the 
TANF Supplemental Grant.  

$0 ($2,193,862)

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $1,581,992 $2,220,406 
     

  27.5. Child Care Services 

  Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to permit low income families to be self-reliant 
while protecting the safety and well-being of their children by ensuring access to child care. 

  Total Funds $0 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $54,234,300 $225,254,561 

  Transfer the Child Care Services program to the Department 
of Early Care and Learning. 

($54,234,300) ($225,254,561)

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $0 $0 
     

  27.6. Child Support Services 

  Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to encourage and enforce the parental 
responsibility of paying financial support. 

  Total Funds $99,083,589 
  Federal Funds and Grants $71,240,292 
  Social Services Block Grant $120,000 
  Federal Funds Not Specifically Identified $71,120,292 
  Other Funds $2,841,500 
  Agency Funds $2,841,500 
  State Funds $24,606,037 
  State General Funds $24,606,037 
  Intra-State Government Transfers $395,760 
  Other Intra-State Government Payments $395,760 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $25,142,438 $101,042,356 
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  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$248,431 $248,431 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$653,664 $653,664 

  Reflect an adjustment in telecommunications expenses.  $25,853 $25,853 

  Reflect an adjustment in the workers' compensation 
premium.  

($16,232) ($16,232)

  Reflect an adjustment in unemployment insurance premiums. $41,316 $41,316 
  Increase funds for general liability premiums.  $91,610 $91,610 

  Reduce funds for the State Personnel Administration 
assessment by $64 per position from $137 to $73.  

($69,779) ($69,779)

  Replace state funds with incentive funds for operating 
expenses in the Child Support Services program. 

($1,511,264) ($2,933,630)

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $24,606,037 $99,083,589 
     

  27.7. Child Welfare Services 

  
Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to investigate allegations of child abuse 
abandonment and neglect and to provide services to protect the child and strengthen the 
family. 

  Total Funds $252,686,570 
  Federal Funds and Grants $151,667,451 
  CCDF Mandatory and Matching Funds $189,956 
  Foster Care Title IV-E $32,844,033 
  Medical Assistance Program $327,806 
  Social Services Block Grant $8,264,167 
  Temporary Assistance for Needy Families Block Grant $80,600,000 
  Federal Funds Not Specifically Identified $29,441,489 
  Other Funds $152,208 
  Other Funds - Not Specifically Identified $152,208 
  State Funds $92,366,911 
  State General Funds $92,366,911 
  Intra-State Government Transfers $8,500,000
  Medicaid Services Payments - Other Agencies $8,500,000 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $89,712,644 $260,864,218 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$955,063 $955,063 
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  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$1,585,415 $1,585,415 

  Reflect an adjustment in the workers' compensation 
premium.  

($39,371) ($39,371)

  Reflect an adjustment in unemployment insurance premiums. $100,211 $100,211 
  Increase funds for general liability premiums.  $222,192 $222,192 

  Reduce funds for the State Personnel Administration 
assessment by $64 per position from $137 to $73.  

($169,243) ($169,243)

  Reclassify TANF Transfers to Social Services Block Grant 
as TANF. (G:YES)  

$0 $0 

  

Realign Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) 
funds in Departmental Administration, Adoption Services, 
Child Care Licensing, Child Welfare Services, Family 
Violence Services, Federal Funds Transfers to Other 
Agencies, Out of Home Care, Support for Needy Families - 
Basic Assistance and Support for Needy Families - Work 
Assistance programs to recognize the federal loss of the 
TANF Supplemental grant.  

$0 ($10,831,915)

  
Investigate alternative, standardized reporting mechanisms 
for DFCS and report findings to the Georgia General 
Assembly by January 1, 2013.  

$0 $0 

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $92,366,911 $252,686,570 
     

  27.8. Child Welfare Services - Special Project 
  Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to increase funds for Child Advocacy Centers. 
  Total Funds $250,000 
  Federal Funds and Grants $250,000 
  Temporary Assistance for Needy Families Block Grant $250,000 
     

  27.9. Community Services 

  
Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to provide services and activities through local 
agencies to assist low-income Georgians with employment, education, nutrition, and housing 
services. 

  Total Funds $17,189,183 
  Federal Funds and Grants $17,189,183 
  Community Service Block Grant $17,189,183 
     

  27.10. Departmental Administration 

  Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to provide administration and support for the 
Divisions and Operating Office in meeting the needs of the people of Georgia. 

  Total Funds $98,907,109 
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  Federal Funds and Grants $46,082,541 
  CCDF Mandatory and Matching Funds $1,118,705 
  Child Care and Development Block Grant $209,161 
  Community Service Block Grant $92,976 
  Foster Care Title IV-E $5,697,821 
  Low-Income Home Energy Assistance $200,000 
  Medical Assistance Program $4,548,902 
  Social Services Block Grant $2,539,375 
  Temporary Assistance for Needy Families Block Grant $8,095,249 
  Federal Funds Not Specifically Identified $23,580,352 
  Other Funds $11,187,482 
  Other Funds - Not Specifically Identified $11,187,482 
  State Funds $37,536,501 
  State General Funds $37,536,501 
  Intra-State Government Transfers $4,100,585 
  Other Intra-State Government Payments $4,100,585 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $34,666,911 $99,499,097 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$496,427 $496,427 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$252,088 $252,088 

  Reflect an adjustment in telecommunications expenses.  $9,970 $9,970 

  Reflect an adjustment in the workers' compensation 
premium.  

($6,260) ($6,260)

  Reflect an adjustment in unemployment insurance premiums. $15,934 $15,934 
  Increase funds for general liability premiums.  $35,329 $35,329 
  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in PeopleSoft billings. $57,615 $57,615 

  Reduce funds for the State Personnel Administration 
assessment by $64 per position from $137 to $73.  

($26,910) ($26,910)

  Reduce state funds for regular operating ($173,342), 
contracts ($266,434) and computer charges ($228,981).  

($668,757) ($933,061)

  Replace other funds with state funds for the Electronic 
Benefits System (EBT). 

$2,704,154 $2,704,154 

  Transfer Division of Rehabilitation Administration from the 
Department of Labor to the Department of Human Services. 

$0 $0 
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Realign Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) 
funds in Departmental Administration, Adoption Services, 
Child Care Licensing, Child Welfare Services, Family 
Violence Services, Federal Funds Transfers to Other 
Agencies, Out of Home Care, Support for Needy Families - 
Basic Assistance and Support for Needy Families - Work 
Assistance programs to recognize the federal loss of the 
TANF Supplemental grant.  

$0 ($3,197,274)

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $37,536,501 $98,907,109 
     

  27.11. Disability Adjudication Section 

  Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to assist people who are blind in becoming 
successful contributors to the state's economy. 

  Total Funds $0 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $0 $0 

  Transfer Disability Adjudication Section from the 
Department of Labor to the Department of Human Services. 

$0 $0 

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $0 $0 
     

  27.12. Elder Abuse Investigations and Prevention 

  Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to prevent disabled adults and elder persons 
from abuse, exploitation and neglect, and investigate situations where it might have occurred.

  Total Funds $17,785,855 
  Federal Funds and Grants $3,573,433 
  Medical Assistance Program $500,000 
  Social Services Block Grant $2,279,539 
  Federal Funds Not Specifically Identified $793,894 
  State Funds $14,212,422 
  State General Funds $14,212,422 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $12,287,841 $17,472,794 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$160,861 $160,861 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$136,954 $136,954 

  Reflect an adjustment in telecommunications expenses.  $5,416 $5,416 
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  Reflect an adjustment in the workers' compensation 
premium.  

($3,401) ($3,401)

  Reflect an adjustment in unemployment insurance premiums. $8,657 $8,657 
  Increase funds for general liability premiums.  $19,194 $19,194 

  Reduce funds for the State Personnel Administration 
assessment by $64 per position from $137 to $73.  

($14,620) ($14,620)

  Provide state funds to replace the loss of civil monetary 
penalty funds.  

$1,611,520 $0 

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $14,212,422 $17,785,855 
     

  27.13. Elder Community Living Services 

  Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to provide Georgians who need nursing home 
level of care the option of remaining in their own communities. 

  Total Funds $113,222,242 
  Federal Funds and Grants $41,435,324 
  Medical Assistance Program $13,765,259 
  Social Services Block Grant $3,761,430 
  Federal Funds Not Specifically Identified $23,908,635 
  State Funds $71,786,918 
  State General Funds $66,713,041 
  Tobacco Settlement Funds $5,073,877 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $71,474,920 $112,910,244 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$7,281 $7,281 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$8,357 $8,357 

  Reflect an adjustment in telecommunications expenses.  $330 $330 

  Reflect an adjustment in the workers' compensation 
premium.  

($208) ($208)

  Reflect an adjustment in unemployment insurance premiums. $528 $528 
  Increase funds for general liability premiums.  $1,171 $1,171 

  Reduce funds for the State Personnel Administration 
assessment by $64 per position from $137 to $73.  

($892) ($892)

  Provide funds to reflect change in federal participation rate 
from 65.95% to 65.71%.  

$295,431 $295,431 
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Use Balancing Incentive Payment Program payments to 
invest in home and community-based services options in 
Medicaid. 

$0 $0 

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $71,786,918 $113,222,242 
     

  27.14. Elder Support Services 

  
Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to assist older Georgians, so that they may live 
in their homes and communities, by providing health, employment, nutrition, and other 
support and education services. 

  Total Funds $8,720,517 
  Federal Funds and Grants $5,866,268 
  Federal Funds Not Specifically Identified $5,866,268 
  State Funds $2,854,249 
  State General Funds $1,736,320 
  Tobacco Settlement Funds $1,117,929 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $2,847,024 $8,713,292 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$6,500 $6,500 

  Reflect an adjustment in telecommunications expenses.  $257 $257 

  Reflect an adjustment in the workers' compensation 
premium.  

($160) ($160)

  Reflect an adjustment in unemployment insurance premiums. $411 $411 
  Increase funds for general liability premiums.  $911 $911 

  Reduce funds for the State Personnel Administration 
assessment by $64 per position from $137 to $73.  

($694) ($694)

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $2,854,249 $8,720,517 
     

  27.15. Energy Assistance 

  Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to assist low-income households in meeting 
their immediate home energy needs. 

  Total Funds $25,171,849 
  Federal Funds and Grants $24,281,180 
  Low-Income Home Energy Assistance $24,281,180 
  Other Funds $890,669 
  Other Funds - Not Specifically Identified $890,669 
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  27.16. Family Violence Services 

  
Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to provide safe shelter and related services for 
victims of family violence and their dependent children and to provide education about family 
violence to communities across the state. 

  Total Funds $13,785,964 
  Federal Funds and Grants $2,283,514 
  Preventive Health and Health Services Block Grant $200,470 
  Federal Funds Not Specifically Identified $2,083,044 
  State Funds $11,502,450 
  State General Funds $11,502,450 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $1,655,000 $13,786,459 

  

Realign Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) 
funds in Departmental Administration, Adoption Services, 
Child Care Licensing, Child Welfare Services, Family 
Violence Services, Federal Funds Transfers to Other 
Agencies, Out of Home Care, Support for Needy Families - 
Basic Assistance and Support for Needy Families - Work 
Assistance programs to recognize the federal loss of the 
TANF Supplemental grant.  

$0 ($200,965)

  Replace TANF funds with state funds.  $9,847,450 $0 
  Provide federal funds for sexual assault centers.  $0 $200,470 
  Amount appropriated in this Act  $11,502,450 $13,785,964 
     

  27.17. Federal and Unobligated Balances 

  Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to reflect balances of federal funds from prior 
years. No services are provided. 

  Total Funds $0 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $0 $8,705,939 
  Reflect loss of federal funds.  $0 ($8,705,939)
  Amount appropriated in this Act  $0 $0 
     

  27.18. Federal Eligibility Benefit Services 

  Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to verify eligibility and provide support 
services for Medicaid, Food Stamp, and Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF). 
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  Total Funds $221,241,645 
  Federal Funds and Grants $107,518,362 
  Child Care and Development Block Grant $900,000 
  Foster Care Title IV-E $2,882,030 
  Low-Income Home Energy Assistance $346,557 
  Medical Assistance Program $43,127,713 
  Temporary Assistance for Needy Families Block Grant $19,628,860 
  Federal Funds Not Specifically Identified $40,633,202 
  Other Funds $10,234,164 
  Other Funds - Not Specifically Identified $10,234,164 
  State Funds $103,489,119 
  State General Funds $103,489,119 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $99,903,637 $217,656,163 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$1,305,315 $1,305,315 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$1,982,349 $1,982,349 

  Reflect an adjustment in telecommunications expenses.  $141,783 $141,783 

  Reflect an adjustment in the workers' compensation 
premium.  

($49,228) ($49,228)

  Reflect an adjustment in unemployment insurance premiums. $125,301 $125,301 
  Increase funds for general liability premiums.  $277,821 $277,821 
  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in PeopleSoft billings. $13,757 $13,757 

  Reduce funds for the State Personnel Administration 
assessment by $64 per position from $137 to $73.  

($211,616) ($211,616)

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $103,489,119 $221,241,645 
     

  27.19. Federal Fund Transfers to Other Agencies 

  
Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to reflect federal funds received by 
Department of Human Services to be transferred to other state agencies for eligible 
expenditures under federal law. 

  Total Funds $86,561,488 
  Federal Funds and Grants $86,561,488 
  CCDF Mandatory and Matching Funds $1,200,000 
  Child Care and Development Block Grant $23,592,746 
  Social Services Block Grant $35,981,142 
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  Temporary Assistance for Needy Families Block Grant $25,787,600 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $0 $101,860,320 

  

Realign Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) 
funds in Departmental Administration, Adoption Services, 
Child Care Licensing, Child Welfare Services, Family 
Violence Services, Federal Funds Transfers to Other 
Agencies, Out of Home Care, Support for Needy Families - 
Basic Assistance and Support for Needy Families - Work 
Assistance programs to recognize the federal loss of the 
Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) 
Supplemental grant.  

$0 ($15,298,832)

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $0 $86,561,488 
     

  27.20. Georgia Industries for the Blind 

  Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to employ people who are blind in 
manufacturing and packaging facilities in Bainbridge and Griffin. 

  Total Funds $0 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $0 $0 

  Transfer Georgia Industries for the Blind program from the 
Department of Labor to the Department of Human Services. 

$0 $0 

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $0 $0 
     

  27.21. Out-of-Home Care 

  Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to provide safe and appropriate temporary 
homes for children removed from their families due to neglect, abuse, or abandonment. 

  Total Funds $194,461,601 
  Federal Funds and Grants $126,874,488 
  Foster Care Title IV-E $35,083,824 
  Temporary Assistance for Needy Families Block Grant $91,734,359 
  Federal Funds Not Specifically Identified $56,305 
  State Funds $67,587,113 
  State General Funds $67,587,113 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  
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  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $59,577,370 $192,506,547 

  Provide funds to reflect change in federal participation rate 
from 65.95% in FY 2012 to 65.71% in FY 2013.  

$123,530 $0 

  Provide state funds for an increase in out-of-home care 
utilization.  

$3,896,572 $4,976,153 

  Replace TANF funds with state funds.  $3,989,641 ($458,517)

  

Realign Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) 
funds in Departmental Administration, Adoption Services, 
Child Care Licensing, Child Welfare Services, Family 
Violence Services, Federal Funds Transfers to Other 
Agencies, Out of Home Care, Support for Needy Families - 
Basic Assistance and Support for Needy Families - Work 
Assistance programs to recognize the federal loss of the 
TANF Supplemental grant.  

$0 ($2,562,582)

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $67,587,113 $194,461,601 
     

  27.22. Refugee Assistance 

  Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to provide employment, health screening, 
medical, cash, and social services assistance to refugees. 

  Total Funds $8,749,006 
  Federal Funds and Grants $8,749,006 
  Federal Funds Not Specifically Identified $8,749,006 
     

  27.23. Roosevelt Warm Springs Institute 

  Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to empower individuals with disabilities to 
achieve personal independence. 

  Total Funds $0 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $0 $0 

  Transfer Roosevelt Warm Springs Institute program from the 
Department of Labor to the Department of Human Services. 

$0 $0 

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $0 $0 
     

  27.24. Support for Needy Families - Basic Assistance 

  
Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to provide cash assistance to needy families in 
compliance with Georgia's state plan for the federal Temporary Assistance for Needy 
Families program. 

  Total Funds $51,482,361 
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  Federal Funds and Grants $51,382,361 
  TANF Block Grant - Unobligated Balance $9,551,600 
  Temporary Assistance for Needy Families Block Grant $41,830,761 
  State Funds $100,000 
  State General Funds $100,000 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $100,000 $52,500,415 

  

Realign Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) 
funds in Departmental Administration, Adoption Services, 
Child Care Licensing, Child Welfare Services, Family 
Violence Services, Federal Funds Transfers to Other 
Agencies, Out of Home Care, Support for Needy Families - 
Basic Assistance and Support for Needy Families - Work 
Assistance programs to recognize the federal loss of the 
TANF Supplemental grant.  

$0 ($1,018,054)

  
Relocate DFCS offices to leased space to align facilities with 
the department's prioritized facility needs for the following 
counties: Carroll, Glynn, Gwinnett, Fulton and Banks.  

$0 $0 

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $100,000 $51,482,361 
     

  27.25. Support for Needy Families - Work Assistance 

  
Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to assist needy Georgian families in achieving 
self-sufficiency by obtaining and keeping employment as well as complying with Georgia's 
state plan for the federal Temporary Assistance for Needy Families program. 

  Total Funds $21,725,483 
  Federal Funds and Grants $21,725,483 
  Temporary Assistance for Needy Families Block Grant $21,363,310 
  Federal Funds Not Specifically Identified $362,173 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $0 $21,758,483 

  

Realign Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) 
funds in Departmental Administration, Adoption Services, 
Child Care Licensing, Child Welfare Services, Family 
Violence Services, Federal Funds Transfers to Other 
Agencies, Out of Home Care, Support for Needy Families - 
Basic Assistance and Support for Needy Families - Work 
Assistance programs to recognize the federal loss of the 
TANF Supplemental grant.  

$0 ($33,000)
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  Amount appropriated in this Act  $0 $21,725,483 
     

  27.26. Vocational Rehabilitation 

  Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to assist people with disabilities so that they 
may go to work. 

  Total Funds $0 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $0 $0 

  Transfer the Vocational Rehabilitation program from the 
Department of Labor to the Department of Human Services. 

$0 $0 

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $0 $0 
  
  The following appropriations are for agencies attached for administrative purposes. 
     

  27.27. Council On Aging 

  
Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to assist older individuals, at-risk adults, 
persons with disabilities, their families and caregivers in achieving safe, healthy, independent 
and self-reliant lives. 

  Total Funds $205,127 
  State Funds $205,127 
  State General Funds $205,127 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $198,052 $198,052 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$3,259 $3,259 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$3,816 $3,816 

  Reduce funds for regular operating expenses  $0 $0 
  Reduce funds for contractual services.  $0 $0 
  Amount appropriated in this Act  $205,127 $205,127 
     

  27.28. Family Connection 

  Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to provide a statewide network of county 
collaboratives that work to improve conditions for children and families. 

  Total Funds $9,754,007 
  Federal Funds and Grants $721,782 
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  Medical Assistance Program $721,782 
  State Funds $9,032,225 
  State General Funds $9,032,225 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $7,992,066 $9,933,769 
  Reduce funds for contractual services. ($19,921) ($39,842)
  Reduce county collaborative contracts. ($139,920) ($139,920)

  Replace Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) 
funds with state funds. 

$1,200,000 $0 

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $9,032,225 $9,754,007 
     

  27.30. Georgia Vocational Rehabilitation Agency 

  Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to assist people with disabilities so that they 
may go to work. 

  Total Funds $184,269,482 
  Federal Funds and Grants $132,556,758 
  Federal Funds Not Specifically Identified $132,556,758 
  Other Funds $31,528,191 
  Other Funds - Not Specifically Identified $31,528,191 
  State Funds $20,184,533 
  State General Funds $20,184,533 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $0 $0 

  Transfer funds and 20 positions from the Department of 
Labor for administering the Business Enterprise Program.  

$267,655 $2,233,740 

  
Transfer funds and 45 positions from the Department of 
Labor for administering the Division of Rehabilitation 
Administration.  

$1,401,526 $3,736,937 

  Transfer funds and 569 positions from the Department of 
Labor to process applications for federal disability programs. 

$0 $55,598,820 

  
Transfer funds, 20 positions, and 15 motor vehicles from the 
Department of Labor for administering the Georgia 
Industries for the Blind program.  

$0 $11,828,888 

  
Transfer funds, 491 positions, and 44 vehicles from the 
Department of Labor for administering the Roosevelt Warm 
Springs Institute.  

$5,484,053 $31,366,429 
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  Transfer funds, 779 positions, and 12 motor vehicles for 
administering the Vocational Rehabilitation program.  

$12,851,140 $79,324,509 

  Maintain reductions for contract funds for specialized 
services at 2%. 

$180,159 $180,159 

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $20,184,533 $184,269,482 
   
  

Section 28: Insurance, Office of the Commission of 
  Total Funds $21,191,813 
  Federal Funds and Grants $2,126,966 
  Federal Funds Not Specifically Identified $2,126,966 
  Other Funds $97,232 
  Agency Funds $81,806 
  Other Funds - Not Specifically Identified $15,426 
  State Funds $18,967,615 
  State General Funds $18,967,615 
     

  28.1. Departmental Administration 

  
Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to be responsible for protecting the rights of 
Georgia citizens in insurance and industrial loan transactions and maintain a fire-safe 
environment. 

  Total Funds $1,699,506 
  State Funds $1,699,506 
  State General Funds $1,699,506 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $1,647,774 $1,647,774 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$26,329 $26,329 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$29,664 $29,664 

  Reflect an adjustment in telecommunications expenses.  ($294) ($294)

  Reflect an adjustment in the workers' compensation 
premium.  

($4,984) ($4,984)

  Reflect an adjustment in unemployment insurance premiums. $1,824 $1,824 
  Increase funds for general liability premiums.  $1,475 $1,475 
  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in PeopleSoft billings. $320 $320 

  Reduce funds for the State Personnel Administration 
assessment by $64 per position from $137 to $73.  

($2,602) ($2,602)
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  Transfer the Comptroller General function, including one 
position, to the State Accounting Office.  

$0 $0 

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $1,699,506 $1,699,506 
     

  28.2. Enforcement 

  
Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to provide legal advice and to initiate legal 
proceedings with regard to enforcement of specific provisions of state law relating to 
insurance, industrial loan, fire safety, and fraud. 

  Total Funds $743,485 
  State Funds $743,485 
  State General Funds $743,485 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $723,693 $723,693 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$8,635 $8,635 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$13,029 $13,029 

  Reflect an adjustment in telecommunications expenses.  ($129) ($129)

  Reflect an adjustment in the workers' compensation 
premium.  

($2,189) ($2,189)

  Reflect an adjustment in unemployment insurance premiums. $801 $801 
  Increase funds for general liability premiums.  $648 $648 
  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in PeopleSoft billings. $140 $140 

  Reduce funds for the State Personnel Administration 
assessment by $64 per position from $137 to $73.  

($1,143) ($1,143)

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $743,485 $743,485 
     

  28.3. Fire Safety 

  

Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to promote fire safety awareness through 
education and training, and to protect the public from fire and limit the loss of life and 
property by setting the minimum fire safety standards in the state, enforcing and regulating 
fire safety rules for public buildings and manufactured housing, and regulating the storage, 
transportation, and handling of hazardous materials. 

  Total Funds $8,623,416 
  Federal Funds and Grants $1,123,107 
  Federal Funds Not Specifically Identified $1,123,107 
  Other Funds $97,232 
  Agency Funds $81,806 
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  Other Funds - Not Specifically Identified $15,426 
  State Funds $7,403,077 
  State General Funds $7,403,077 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $3,977,002 $5,028,789 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$51,860 $51,860 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$71,598 $71,598 

  Reflect an adjustment in telecommunications expenses.  ($710) ($710)

  Reflect an adjustment in the workers' compensation 
premium.  

($12,030) ($12,030)

  Reflect an adjustment in unemployment insurance premiums. $4,403 $4,403 
  Increase funds for general liability premiums.  $3,559 $3,559 
  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in PeopleSoft billings. $772 $772 

  Reduce funds for the State Personnel Administration 
assessment by $64 per position from $137 to $73.  

($6,281) ($6,281)

  
Transfer funds and 63 positions from the Department of 
Labor to the Commissioner of Insurance for safety 
inspections.  

$3,312,904 $3,481,456 

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $7,403,077 $8,623,416 
     

  28.4. Industrial Loan 

  Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to protect consumers by licensing, regulating, 
and examining finance companies that provide consumer loans of $3,000 or less. 

  Total Funds $646,000 
  State Funds $646,000 
  State General Funds $646,000 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $628,338 $628,338 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$7,975 $7,975 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$11,312 $11,312 

  Reflect an adjustment in telecommunications expenses.  ($112) ($112)
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  Reflect an adjustment in the workers' compensation 
premium.  

($1,901) ($1,901)

  Reflect an adjustment in unemployment insurance premiums. $696 $696
  Increase funds for general liability premiums.  $562 $562 
  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in PeopleSoft billings. $122 $122 

  Reduce funds for the State Personnel Administration 
assessment by $64 per position from $137 to $73.  

($992) ($992)

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $646,000 $646,000 
     

  28.5. Insurance Regulation 

  

Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to ensure that licensed insurance entities 
maintain solvency and conform to state law by conducting financial and market examinations, 
investigating policyholder complaints, monitoring for compliance with state laws and 
regulations, reviewing and approving premium rates, and disseminating information to the 
public and the insurance industry about the state's insurance laws and regulations. 

  Total Funds $5,441,694 
  Federal Funds and Grants $1,003,859 
  Federal Funds Not Specifically Identified $1,003,859 
  State Funds $4,437,835 
  State General Funds $4,437,835 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $5,210,480 $6,214,339 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$70,938 $70,938 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$93,805 $93,805 

  Reflect an adjustment in telecommunications expenses.  ($930) ($930)

  Reflect an adjustment in the workers' compensation 
premium.  

($15,761) ($15,761)

  Reflect an adjustment in unemployment insurance premiums. $5,768 $5,768 
  Increase funds for general liability premiums.  $4,663 $4,663 
  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in PeopleSoft billings. $1,012 $1,012 

  Reduce funds for the State Personnel Administration 
assessment by $64 per position from $137 to $73.  

($8,229) ($8,229)

  Reduce personal services by eliminating two vacant 
positions.  

($101,450) ($101,450)

  Reduce computer charges by removing one-time funding for 
upgrades.  

($222,461) ($222,461)
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  Remove one-time funding appropriated in Fiscal Year 2012. ($600,000) ($600,000)
  Amount appropriated in this Act  $4,437,835 $5,441,694 
     

  28.6. Special Fraud 

  Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to identify and take appropriate action to deter 
insurance fraud. 

  Total Funds $4,037,712 
  State Funds $4,037,712 
  State General Funds $4,037,712 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $3,935,763 $3,935,763 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$41,273 $41,273 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$70,856 $70,856 

  Reflect an adjustment in telecommunications expenses.  ($702) ($702)

  Reflect an adjustment in the workers' compensation 
premium.  

($11,905) ($11,905)

  Reflect an adjustment in unemployment insurance premiums. $4,357 $4,357 
  Increase funds for general liability premiums.  $3,522 $3,522 
  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in PeopleSoft billings. $764 $764 

  Reduce funds for the State Personnel Administration 
assessment by $64 per position from $137 to $73.  

($6,216) ($6,216)

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $4,037,712 $4,037,712 
   
  

Section 29: Investigation, Georgia Bureau of 
  Total Funds $127,712,806 
  Federal Funds and Grants $27,148,061 
  Federal Funds Not Specifically Identified $27,148,061 
  Other Funds $20,892,198 
  Other Funds - Not Specifically Identified $20,892,198 
  State Funds $79,672,547 
  State General Funds $79,672,547 
     

  29.1. Bureau Administration 

  Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to provide the highest quality investigative, 
scientific, information services, and resources for the purpose of maintaining law and order 
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and protecting life and property. 
  Total Funds $7,305,139 
  Federal Funds and Grants $30,000 
  Federal Funds Not Specifically Identified $30,000 
  State Funds $7,275,139 
  State General Funds $7,275,139 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $7,687,111 $7,717,111 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$92,627 $92,627 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$127,586 $127,586 

  Reflect an adjustment in telecommunications expenses.  ($625,585) ($625,585)

  Reflect an adjustment in the workers' compensation 
premium.  

($13,205) ($13,205)

  Reflect an adjustment in unemployment insurance premiums. $1,182 $1,182 
  Increase funds for general liability premiums.  $7,736 $7,736 
  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in PeopleSoft billings. $1,728 $1,728 

  Reduce funds for the State Personnel Administration 
assessment by $64 per position from $137 to $73.  

($4,041) ($4,041)

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $7,275,139 $7,305,139 
     

  29.2. Criminal Justice Information Services 

  

Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to provide the State of Georgia with essential 
information and identification services through the operation of the Automated Fingerprint 
Identification System, Criminal History System, Criminal Justice Information Services 
network, Protective Order Registry, Sexual Violent Offender Registry, and the Uniform Crime 
Reporting Program. 

  Total Funds $10,314,319 
  Federal Funds and Grants $181,425 
  Federal Funds Not Specifically Identified $181,425 
  Other Funds $3,979,373 
  Other Funds - Not Specifically Identified $3,979,373 
  State Funds $6,153,521 
  State General Funds $6,153,521 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  
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  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $6,978,273 $10,150,002 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$71,250 $71,250 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$98,141 $98,141 

  Reflect an adjustment in the workers' compensation 
premium.  

($10,157) ($10,157)

  Reflect an adjustment in unemployment insurance premiums. $911 $911 
  Increase funds for general liability premiums.  $5,951 $5,951 
  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in PeopleSoft billings. $1,329 $1,329 

  Reduce funds for the State Personnel Administration 
assessment by $64 per position from $137 to $73.  

($3,108) ($3,108)

  
Transfer funds to Forensic Scientific Services to retain 27 
scientific positions previously funded with federal funds and 
use other funds for program expenses.  

($989,069) $0 

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $6,153,521 $10,314,319 
     

  29.3. Forensic Scientific Services 

  

Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to provide forensic analysis and testimony in 
the areas of chemistry (drug identification), firearms, digital imaging, forensic biology 
(serology/DNA), latent prints, pathology, questioned documents, photography, toxicology, 
implied consent, and trace evidence in support of the criminal justice system; to provide 
medical examiner (autopsy) services; and to analyze and enter samples into national 
databases such as AFIS, CODIS, and NIBIN. 

  Total Funds $25,597,206 
  Federal Funds and Grants $81,131 
  Federal Funds Not Specifically Identified $81,131 
  Other Funds $157,865 
  Other Funds - Not Specifically Identified $157,865 
  State Funds $25,358,210 
  State General Funds $25,358,210 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $22,260,252 $22,499,248 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$279,200 $279,200 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$384,574 $384,574 
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  Reflect an adjustment in the workers' compensation 
premium.  

($39,803) ($39,803)

  Reflect an adjustment in unemployment insurance premiums. $3,570 $3,570 
  Increase funds for general liability premiums.  $23,319 $23,319 
  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in PeopleSoft billings. $5,208 $5,208 

  Reduce funds for the State Personnel Administration 
assessment by $64 per position from $137 to $73.  

($12,179) ($12,179)

  
Provide $220,000 in state funds and transfer $989,069 from 
Criminal Justice Information Services to retain 27 scientific 
positions previously funded with federal funds.  

$1,409,069 $1,409,069 

  Increase funds to initiate a law enforcement career ladder 
within Forensic Scientific Services.  

$1,045,000 $1,045,000 

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $25,358,210 $25,597,206 
     

  29.4. Regional Investigative Services 

  

Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to identify, collect, preserve, and process 
evidence located during crime scene investigations, and to assist in the investigation, 
identification, arrest and prosecution of individuals. The purpose of this appropriation is also 
to coordinate and operate the following specialized units: bingo unit, anti-terrorist team, 
forensic art, bomb disposal unit, high technology investigations unit, communications center, 
regional drug enforcement, and polygraph examinations. 

  Total Funds $29,690,254 
  Federal Funds and Grants $1,240,883 
  Federal Funds Not Specifically Identified $1,240,883 
  Other Funds $204,682 
  Other Funds - Not Specifically Identified $204,682 
  State Funds $28,244,689 
  State General Funds $28,244,689 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $25,918,538 $27,364,103 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$302,887 $302,887 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$417,201 $417,201 

  Reflect an adjustment in the workers' compensation 
premium.  

($43,180) ($43,180)

  Reflect an adjustment in unemployment insurance premiums. $3,873 $3,873 
  Increase funds for general liability premiums.  $25,297 $25,297 
  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in PeopleSoft billings. $5,650 $5,650 
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  Reduce funds for the State Personnel Administration 
assessment by $64 per position from $137 to $73.  

($13,212) ($13,212)

  Reduce funds for personal services due to attrition.  $0 $0 

  Increase funds to initiate a law enforcement career ladder 
within Regional Investigative Services.  

$1,388,400 $1,388,400 

  
Transfer four full-time and one part-time investigator from 
the Sexual Offender Review Board to Regional Investigative 
Services.  

$239,235 $239,235 

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $28,244,689 $29,690,254 
     

  29.5. Sexual Offender Review Board 

  Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to protect Georgia's children by identifying 
convicted sexual offenders that present the greatest risk of sexually reoffending. 

  Total Funds $656,279 
  State Funds $656,279 
  State General Funds $656,279 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $0 $0 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$5,087 $5,087 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$12,740 $12,740 

  
Transfer the Sexual Offender Review Board from the 
Department of Behavioral Health and Developmental 
Disabilities.  

$777,474 $777,474 

  Convert two part-time evaluators and one clerk to full-time 
employees.  

$100,213 $100,213 

  
Transfer four full-time and one part-time investigator from 
Sexual Offender Review Board to Regional Investigative 
Services.  

($239,235) ($239,235)

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $656,279 $656,279 
  
  The following appropriations are for agencies attached for administrative purposes. 
     

  29.6. Criminal Justice Coordinating Council 

  Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to improve and coordinate criminal justice 
efforts throughout Georgia, help create safe and secure communities, and award grants. 

  Total Funds $54,149,609 
  Federal Funds and Grants $25,614,622 
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  Federal Funds Not Specifically Identified $25,614,622 
  Other Funds $16,550,278 
  Other Funds - Not Specifically Identified $16,550,278 
  State Funds $11,984,709 
  State General Funds $11,984,709 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $344,347 $42,509,247 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$6,069 $6,069 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$4,155 $4,155 

  Reflect an adjustment in telecommunications expenses.  $2,718 $2,718 

  Reflect an adjustment in the workers' compensation 
premium.  

$731 $731 

  Reflect an adjustment in unemployment insurance premiums. ($353) ($353)
  Increase funds for general liability premiums.  $247 $247 
  Reduce funding for temporary labor contracts. ($6,887) ($6,887)

  Provide funds for a grant program for local entities for new 
and existing Accountability Courts.  

$11,633,682 $11,633,682 

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $11,984,709 $54,149,609 
   
  

Section 30: Juvenile Justice, Department of 
  Total Funds $307,508,388 
  Federal Funds and Grants $1,524,955 
  Federal Funds Not Specifically Identified $1,524,955 
  Other Funds $5,236,299 
  Other Funds - Not Specifically Identified $5,236,299 
  State Funds $300,747,134 
  State General Funds $300,747,134 
     

  30.1. Community Services 

  

Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to protect the public, hold youth accountable 
for their actions, assist youth in becoming law-abiding citizens and transition youth from 
secure detention, and provide the following alternative detention options: non-secure 
detention shelters, housebound detention, emergency shelters, a short-term stay in a contract 
home, tracking services, wrap-around services, electronic monitoring, or detention in an 
alternative program. 

  Total Funds $90,485,015 
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  Other Funds $1,724,638 
  Other Funds - Not Specifically Identified $1,724,638 
  State Funds $88,760,377 
  State General Funds $88,760,377 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $28,242,669 $29,616,149 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$674,481 $674,481 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$955,991 $955,991 

  Reflect an adjustment in the workers' compensation 
premium.  

$244,486 $244,486 

  Reflect an adjustment in unemployment insurance premiums. $7,357 $7,357 
  Increase funds for general liability premiums.  $184,632 $184,632 

  Reduce funds for the State Personnel Administration 
assessment by $64 per position from $137 to $73.  

($64,201) ($64,201)

  
Consolidate the Community Supervision program and 
Community Non-Secure Commitment program into the new 
Community Services program.  

$53,264,403 $53,615,561 

  

Transfer funds from Secure Detention (RYDCs) and 
Community Supervision to Administration, Community 
Services, and Secure Commitment (YDCs) to align budget to 
projected expenditures. 

$1,937,059 $1,937,059 

  Provide 50 non-secure residential beds.  $2,737,500 $2,737,500 
  Create 60 new Evening Reporting Center placements.  $576,000 $576,000 
  Amount appropriated in this Act  $88,760,377 $90,485,015 
     

  30.2. Community Supervision 

  

Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to protect the public, hold youth accountable 
for their actions, and assist youth in becoming law-abiding citizens and supervise youth 
directly in the community, provide transitional and treatment services to those youth, and to 
provide agency wide services, including intake, court services, and case management. 

  Total Funds $0 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $56,348,348 $56,348,348 
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Consolidate the Community Supervision program and 
Community Non-Secure Commitment program into the new 
Community Services program.  

($53,264,403) ($53,615,561)

  Eliminate one full-time quality assurance specialist position 
based on workload realignment.  

($43,113) ($43,113)

  Reduce funding for personal services as a result of turnover. ($1,512,400) ($1,512,400)

  Consolidate six High Intensity Team Supervision (HITS) 
units based on caseload and eliminate 24 full-time positions. 

($944,059) ($944,059)

  Replace state funds with Targeted Case Management 
funding. 

($351,158) $0 

  Eliminate two contracted eligibility specialist positions based 
on current workload.  

($48,000) ($48,000)

  

Transfer funds from Secure Detention (RYDCs) and 
Community Supervision to Administration, Community 
Services, and Secure Commitment (YDCs) to align budget to 
projected expenditures. 

($128,313) ($128,313)

  Eliminate one full-time position due to reorganization.  ($56,902) ($56,902)
  Amount appropriated in this Act  $0 $0 
     

  30.3. Departmental Administration 

  
Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to protect and serve the citizens of Georgia by 
holding youthful offenders accountable for their actions through the delivery of effective 
services in appropriate settings. 

  Total Funds $27,494,052 
  Federal Funds and Grants $376,837 
  Federal Funds Not Specifically Identified $376,837 
  Other Funds $173,045 
  Other Funds - Not Specifically Identified $173,045 
  State Funds $26,944,170 
  State General Funds $26,944,170 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $26,866,077 $27,415,959 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$211,016 $211,016 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$305,917 $305,917 

  Reflect an adjustment in telecommunications expenses.  ($61,511) ($61,511)

  Reflect an adjustment in the workers' compensation 
premium.  

$78,235 $78,235 
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  Reflect an adjustment in unemployment insurance premiums. $2,354 $2,354 
  Increase funds for general liability premiums.  $59,082 $59,082 
  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in PeopleSoft billings. $45,761 $45,761 

  Reduce funds for the State Personnel Administration 
assessment by $64 per position from $137 to $73.  

($20,544) ($20,544)

  Eliminate one full-time training development specialist 
position due to reorganization.  

($52,160) ($52,160)

  Reduce training costs based on technological efficiencies.  ($70,000) ($70,000)
  Increase turnover savings. ($31,306) ($31,306)
  Recognize telecommunications cost efficiencies. ($500,000) ($500,000)

  

Transfer funds from Secure Detention (RYDCs) and 
Community Supervision to Administration, Community 
Services, and Secure Commitment (YDCs) to align budget to 
projected expenditures. 

$208,109 $208,109 

  Eliminate one part-time training clerk position based on 
workload realignment.  

($15,299) ($15,299)

  Eliminate one full-time and three part-time positions based 
on workload realignment.  

($81,561) ($81,561)

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $26,944,170 $27,494,052 
     

  30.4. Secure Commitment (YDCs) 

  

Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to protect the public and hold youth 
accountable for their actions and provide secure care and supervision of youth including 
academic, recreational, vocational, medical, mental health, counseling, and religious services 
for those youth committed to the Department's custody, sentenced to the Short Term Program, 
or convicted of an offense under Senate Bill 440. 

  Total Funds $84,070,263 
  Federal Funds and Grants $1,089,360 
  Federal Funds Not Specifically Identified $1,089,360 
  Other Funds $1,467,571 
  Other Funds - Not Specifically Identified $1,467,571 
  State Funds $81,513,332 
  State General Funds $81,513,332 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $70,668,678 $73,225,609 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$688,217 $688,217 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$955,991 $955,991 
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  Reflect an adjustment in the workers' compensation 
premium.  

$244,485 $244,485 

  Reflect an adjustment in unemployment insurance premiums. $7,357 $7,357 
  Increase funds for general liability premiums.  $184,631 $184,631 

  Reduce funds for the State Personnel Administration 
assessment by $64 per position from $137 to $73.  

($64,201) ($64,201)

  

Eliminate 11 full-time administrative positions and part-time 
Mental Health Clerks and three full-time Social Service 
Provider II positions at Augusta, Macon, and Eastman 
YDCs.  

($225,636) ($225,636)

  Eliminate two full-time Juvenile Probation and Parole 
Specialist II positions at Sumter YDC.  

($86,628) ($86,628)

  Eliminate six full-time positions based on workload 
realignment.  

($91,650) ($91,650)

  Maintain required staff ratio and eliminate four full-time and 
16 part-time educational support positions.  

($310,137) ($310,137)

  

Transfer funds from Secure Detention (RYDCs) and 
Community Supervision to Administration, Community 
Services, and Secure Commitment (YDCs) to align budget to 
projected expenditures. 

$729,400 $729,400 

  Provide funds for two Security Management and Response 
Teams (SMART).  

$1,049,241 $1,049,241 

  Provide operating expenses for the Atlanta YDC.  $7,763,584 $7,763,584 
  Amount appropriated in this Act  $81,513,332 $84,070,263 
     

  30.5. Secure Detention (RYDCs) 

  

Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to protect the public and hold youth 
accountable for their actions and provide temporary, secure care, and supervision of youth 
who are charged with crimes or who have been found guilty of crimes and are awaiting 
disposition of their cases by juvenile courts or awaiting placement in one of the Department's 
treatment programs or facilities. 

  Total Funds $105,459,058 
  Federal Funds and Grants $58,758 
  Federal Funds Not Specifically Identified $58,758 
  Other Funds $1,871,045 
  Other Funds - Not Specifically Identified $1,871,045 
  State Funds $103,529,255 
  State General Funds $103,529,255 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  
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  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $103,586,391 $105,516,194 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$1,151,868 $1,151,868 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$1,606,065 $1,606,065 

  Reflect an adjustment in the workers' compensation 
premium.  

$410,736 $410,736 

  Reflect an adjustment in unemployment insurance premiums. $12,360 $12,360 
  Increase funds for general liability premiums.  $310,181 $310,181 

  Reduce funds for the State Personnel Administration 
assessment by $64 per position from $137 to $73.  

($107,857) ($107,857)

  Maintain required staff ratio and eliminate four full-time and 
16 part-time educational support positions.  

($328,874) ($328,874)

  Eliminate ten full-time and six part-time clerical positions 
due to technological efficiencies.  

($365,360) ($365,360)

  

Transfer funds from Secure Detention (RYDCs) and 
Community Supervision to Administration, Community 
Services, and Secure Commitment (YDCs) to align budget to 
projected expenditures. 

($2,746,255) ($2,746,255)

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $103,529,255 $105,459,058 
   
  

Section 31: Labor, Department of 
  Total Funds $136,831,603 
  Federal Funds and Grants $122,284,919 
  Federal Funds Not Specifically Identified $122,284,919 
  State Funds $14,406,411 
  State General Funds $14,406,411 
  Intra-State Government Transfers $140,273 
  Other Intra-State Government Payments $140,273 
     

  31.1. Business Enterprise Program 

  Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to assist people who are blind in becoming 
successful contributors to the state's economy. 

  Total Funds $0 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $290,261 $2,256,346 
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  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$1,779 $1,779 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$3,715 $3,715 

  Reflect an adjustment in telecommunications expenses.  $140 $140 

  Reflect an adjustment in the workers' compensation 
premium.  

($89) ($89)

  Reflect an adjustment in unemployment insurance premiums. ($76) ($76)
  Increase funds for general liability premiums.  $209 $209 

  Reduce funds for the State Personnel Administration 
assessment by $64 per position from $137 to $73.  

($284) ($284)

  Reduce funds for computer charges to reflect projected 
expenditures. 

($28,000) ($28,000)

  
Transfer funds and 20 positions from the Department of 
Labor to the Department of Human Services for 
administering the Business Enterprise program.  

($267,655) ($2,233,740)

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $0 $0 
     

  31.2. Department of Labor Administration 

  Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to work with public and private partners in 
building a world-class workforce system that contributes to Georgia's economic prosperity. 

  Total Funds $33,270,947 
  Federal Funds and Grants $31,312,292 
  Federal Funds Not Specifically Identified $31,312,292 
  State Funds $1,818,382 
  State General Funds $1,818,382 
  Intra-State Government Transfers $140,273 
  Other Intra-State Government Payments $140,273 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $1,781,557 $39,845,766 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$14,634 $14,634 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$22,798 $22,798

  Reflect an adjustment in telecommunications expenses.  $860 $860 

  Reflect an adjustment in the workers' compensation 
premium.  

($538) ($538)

  Reflect an adjustment in unemployment insurance premiums. ($469) ($469)
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  Increase funds for general liability premiums.  $1,285 $1,285 

  Reduce funds for the State Personnel Administration 
assessment by $64 per position from $137 to $73.  

($1,745) ($1,745)

  Reduce grant funds to reflect projected expenditures for 
implementation of the Workforce Investment Act. 

$0 ($6,611,644)

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $1,818,382 $33,270,947 
     

  31.3. Disability Adjudication Section 

  Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to efficiently process applications for federal 
disability programs so that eligible Georgia citizens can obtain support. 

  Total Funds $0 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $0 $55,598,820 

  
Transfer funds and 569 positions from the Department of 
Labor to the Department of Human Services to process 
applications for federal disability programs.  

$0 ($55,598,820)

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $0 $0 
     

  31.4. Division of Rehabilitation Administration 

  Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to help people with disabilities to become fully 
productive members of society by achieving independence and meaningful employment. 

  Total Funds $0 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $1,501,585 $4,415,103 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$8,003 $8,003 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$19,216 $19,216 

  Reflect an adjustment in telecommunications expenses.  $724 $724 
  Increase funds for general liability premiums.  $1,082 $1,082 

  Reduce funds for the State Personnel Administration 
assessment by $64 per position from $137 to $73.  

($1,471) ($1,471)

  
Transfer funds to the Board of Regents for the Georgia 
Statewide Consortium of Technology contract and Tools for 
Life.  

($127,613) ($705,720)
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Transfer funds and 45 positions from the Department of 
Labor to the Department of Human Services for 
administering the Division of Rehabilitation Administration. 

($1,401,526) ($3,736,937)

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $0 $0 
     

  31.5. Georgia Industries for the Blind 

  Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to employ people who are blind in 
manufacturing and packaging facilities in Bainbridge and Griffin. 

  Total Funds $0 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $0 $11,828,888 

  

Transfer funds, 20 positions, and 15 motor vehicles from the 
Department of Labor to the Department of Human Services 
for administering the Georgia Industries for the Blind 
program.  

$0 ($11,828,888)

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $0 $0 
     

  31.6. Labor Market Information 

  Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to collect, analyze, and publish a wide array of 
information about the state's labor market. 

  Total Funds $2,249,873 
  Federal Funds and Grants $2,249,873 
  Federal Funds Not Specifically Identified $2,249,873 
     

  31.7. Roosevelt Warm Springs Institute 

  Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to empower individuals with disabilities to 
achieve personal independence. 

  Total Funds $0 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $5,349,131 $31,231,507 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$69,142 $69,142 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$68,454 $68,454 

  Reflect an adjustment in telecommunications expenses.  $2,580 $2,580 



2394 JOURNAL OF THE HOUSE 

  Reflect an adjustment in the workers' compensation 
premium.  

($2,072) ($2,072)

  Reflect an adjustment in unemployment insurance premiums. ($1,800) ($1,800)
  Increase funds for general liability premiums.  $3,856 $3,856 

  Reduce funds for the State Personnel Administration 
assessment by $64 per position from $137 to $73.  

($5,238) ($5,238)

  
Transfer funds, 491 positions, and 44 vehicles from the 
Department of Labor to the Department of Human Services 
for administering the Roosevelt Warm Springs Institute.  

($5,484,053) ($31,366,429)

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $0 $0 
     

  31.8. Safety Inspections 

  
Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to promote and protect public safety, to 
provide training and information on workplace exposure to hazardous chemicals, and to 
promote industrial safety.  

  Total Funds $0 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $3,237,422 $3,405,974 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$35,158 $35,158 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$41,430 $41,430 

  Reflect an adjustment in telecommunications expenses.  $1,561 $1,561 

  Reflect an adjustment in the workers' compensation 
premium.  

($980) ($980)

  Reflect an adjustment in unemployment insurance premiums. ($851) ($851)
  Increase funds for general liability premiums.  $2,334 $2,334 

  Reduce funds for the State Personnel Administration 
assessment by $64 per position from $137 to $73.  

($3,170) ($3,170)

  
Transfer funds and 63 positions from the Department of 
Labor to the Department of Agriculture for safety 
inspections.  

($3,312,904) ($3,481,456)

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $0 $0 
     

  31.9. Unemployment Insurance 

  
Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to enhance Georgia's economic strength by 
collecting unemployment insurance taxes from Georgia's employers and distributing 
unemployment benefits to eligible claimants. 

  Total Funds $54,962,877 



 WEDNESDAY, MARCH 7, 2012 2395 

  Federal Funds and Grants $49,173,186 
  Federal Funds Not Specifically Identified $49,173,186 
  State Funds $5,789,691 
  State General Funds $5,789,691 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $5,789,691 $54,962,877 

  
Utilize existing state funds to pay the Unemployment Trust 
Fund loan interest and maximize federal funds for program 
operations. (G:YES)  

$0 $0 

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $5,789,691 $54,962,877 
     

  31.10. Vocational Rehabilitation Program 

  Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to assist people with disabilities so that they 
may go to work. 

  Total Funds $0 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $13,227,143 $79,700,512 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$111,519 $111,519 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$169,271 $169,271 

  Reflect an adjustment in telecommunications expenses.  $6,379 $6,379 

  Reflect an adjustment in the workers' compensation 
premium.  

($4,002) ($4,002)

  Reflect an adjustment in unemployment insurance premiums. ($3,481) ($3,481)
  Increase funds for general liability premiums.  $9,535 $9,535 

  Reduce funds for the State Personnel Administration 
assessment by $64 per position from $137 to $73.  

($12,954) ($12,954)

  Reduce contract funds for specialized services. ($472,111) ($472,111)
  Reduce funds for personal services. ($180,159) ($180,159)

  
Transfer funds, 779 positions, and 12 motor vehicles to the 
Department of Human Services for administering the 
Vocational Rehabilitation program.  

($12,851,140) ($79,324,509)

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $0 $0 
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  31.11. Workforce Solutions 

  Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to assist employers and job seekers with job 
matching services and to promote economic growth and development. 

  Total Funds $46,347,906 
  Federal Funds and Grants $39,549,568 
  Federal Funds Not Specifically Identified $39,549,568 
  State Funds $6,798,338 
  State General Funds $6,798,338 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $6,547,609 $129,337,705 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$97,062 $97,062 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$157,883 $157,883 

  Reflect an adjustment in telecommunications expenses.  $5,950 $5,950 

  Reflect an adjustment in the workers' compensation 
premium.  

($3,733) ($3,733)

  Reflect an adjustment in unemployment insurance premiums. ($3,245) ($3,245)
  Increase funds for general liability premiums.  $8,894 $8,894 

  Reduce funds for the State Personnel Administration 
assessment by $64 per position from $137 to $73.  

($12,082) ($12,082)

  

Reduce federal grant funds to reflect projected grant award 
and transfer $68,165,067 from the Georgia Department of 
Labor to the Governor's Office of Workforce Development 
for implementation of the Workforce Investment Act of 
1998.  

$0 ($83,240,528)

  Rename the Workforce Development program to Workforce 
Solutions. (G:YES)  

$0 $0 

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $6,798,338 $46,347,906 
   
  

Section 32: Law, Department of 
  Total Funds $59,813,688 
  Federal Funds and Grants $3,597,990 
  Federal Funds Not Specifically Identified $3,597,990 
  Other Funds $37,377,433 
  Other Funds - Not Specifically Identified $37,377,433 
  State Funds $18,838,265 
  State General Funds $18,838,265 
     



 WEDNESDAY, MARCH 7, 2012 2397 

  32.1. Department of Law 

  

Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to serve as the attorney and legal advisor for 
all state agencies, departments, authorities, and the Governor; to provide binding opinions on 
legal questions concerning the state of Georgia and its agencies; and to prepare all contracts 
and agreements regarding any matter in which the state of Georgia is involved. 

  Total Funds $55,077,929 
  Other Funds $37,375,322 
  Other Funds - Not Specifically Identified $37,375,322 
  State Funds $17,702,607 
  State General Funds $17,702,607 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $16,657,075 $54,032,397 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$265,146 $265,146 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$399,290 $399,290 

  Reflect an adjustment in telecommunications expenses.  $30,071 $30,071 

  Reflect an adjustment in the workers' compensation 
premium.  

$414 $414 

  Reflect an adjustment in unemployment insurance premiums. ($8,051) ($8,051)
  Increase funds for general liability premiums.  $54,678 $54,678 
  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in PeopleSoft billings. $5,770 $5,770 

  Reduce funds for the State Personnel Administration 
assessment by $64 per position from $137 to $73.  

($12,068) ($12,068)

  Hire two time-limited attorney positions to handle the 
backlog of cases pertaining to Atlanta Public Schools.  

$205,282 $205,282 

  Increase funds for one position.  $105,000 $105,000 
  Amount appropriated in this Act  $17,702,607 $55,077,929 
     

  32.2. Medicaid Fraud Control Unit 

  
Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to serve as the center for the identification, 
arrest, and prosecution of providers of health services and patients who defraud the Medicaid 
Program. 

  Total Funds $4,735,759 
  Federal Funds and Grants $3,597,990 
  Federal Funds Not Specifically Identified $3,597,990 
  Other Funds $2,111 
  Other Funds - Not Specifically Identified $2,111 
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  State Funds $1,135,658 
  State General Funds $1,135,658 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $1,099,842 $4,699,943 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$5,358 $5,358 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$25,870 $25,870 

  Reflect an adjustment in telecommunications expenses.  $1,948 $1,948 

  Reflect an adjustment in the workers' compensation 
premium.  

$27 $27 

  Reflect an adjustment in unemployment insurance premiums. ($522) ($522)
  Increase funds for general liability premiums.  $3,543 $3,543 
  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in PeopleSoft billings. $374 $374 

  Reduce funds for the State Personnel Administration 
assessment by $64 per position from $137 to $73.  

($782) ($782)

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $1,135,658 $4,735,759 
   
  

Section 33: Natural Resources, Department of 
  Total Funds $253,895,653 
  Federal Funds and Grants $54,114,156 
  Federal Highway Administration Highway Planning and Construction $11,607 
  Federal Funds Not Specifically Identified $54,102,549 
  Other Funds $107,876,398 
  Agency Funds $57,028,515 
  Other Funds - Not Specifically Identified $50,743,970 
  Prior Year Funds - Other $103,913 
  State Funds $91,905,099 
  State General Funds $91,905,099 
  
Provided, that to the extent State Parks and Historic Sites receipts are realized in excess of the 
amount of such funds contemplated in this Act, the Office of Planning and Budget is 
authorized to use up to 50 percent of the excess receipts to supplant State funds and the balance 
may be amended into the budget of the Parks, Recreation and Historic Sites Division for the 
most critical needs of the Division. This provision shall not apply to revenues collected from a 
state park's parking pass implemented by the Department. 
 
The above appropriations reflect receipts from Jekyll Island Convention Center and Golf 
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Course - $579,346 for 19 of 20 years; last payment being made June 15, 2014 and North 
Georgia Mountain Authority - $1,653,300 for year 19 of 20 years; last payment being made 
June 15, 2014. 
     

  33.1. Coastal Resources 

  

Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to preserve the natural, environmental, 
historic, archaeological, and recreational resources of the state's coastal zone by balancing 
economic development with resource preservation and improvement by assessing and 
restoring coastal wetlands, by regulating development within the coastal zone, by 
promulgating and enforcing rules and regulations to protect the coastal wetlands, by 
monitoring the population status of commercially and recreationally fished species and 
developing fishery management plans, by providing fishing education, and by constructing 
and maintaining artificial reefs. 

  Total Funds $6,695,482 
  Federal Funds and Grants $4,383,197 
  Federal Funds Not Specifically Identified $4,383,197 
  Other Funds $197,795 
  Other Funds - Not Specifically Identified $197,795 
  State Funds $2,114,490 
  State General Funds $2,114,490 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $2,114,213 $6,695,205 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$29,979 $29,979 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$30,809 $30,809 

  Reflect an adjustment in telecommunications expenses.  $13,600 $13,600 

  Reflect an adjustment in the workers' compensation 
premium.  

($2,504) ($2,504)

  Reflect an adjustment in unemployment insurance premiums. $2,582 $2,582 
  Increase funds for general liability premiums.  $3,877 $3,877 

  Reduce funds for the State Personnel Administration 
assessment by $64 per position from $137 to $73.  

($1,497) ($1,497)

  Eliminate state funds for the Georgia Outdoors TV program 
and replace with funds raised through private donations.  

($8,375) ($8,375)

  Reduce funds for personal services to reflect projected 
expenditures. 

($68,194) ($68,194)

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $2,114,490 $6,695,482 
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  33.2. Departmental Administration 

  Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to provide administrative support for all 
programs of the department. 

  Total Funds $11,708,339 
  Federal Funds and Grants $110,000 
  Federal Funds Not Specifically Identified $110,000 
  Other Funds $39,065 
  Other Funds - Not Specifically Identified $39,065 
  State Funds $11,559,274 
  State General Funds $11,559,274 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $11,223,156 $11,372,221 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$159,531 $159,531 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$163,948 $163,948 

  Reflect an adjustment in telecommunications expenses.  $72,365 $72,365 

  Reflect an adjustment in the workers' compensation 
premium.  

($13,327) ($13,327)

  Reflect an adjustment in unemployment insurance premiums. $13,741 $13,741 
  Increase funds for general liability premiums.  $20,632 $20,632 
  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in PeopleSoft billings. $31,216 $31,216 

  Reduce funds for the State Personnel Administration 
assessment by $64 per position from $137 to $73.  

($7,967) ($7,967)

  Eliminate state funds for the Georgia Outdoors TV program 
and replace with funds raised through private donations. 

($8,375) ($8,375)

  Reduce funds for personal services and eliminate one filled 
position.  

($95,646) ($95,646)

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $11,559,274 $11,708,339 
     

  33.3. Environmental Protection 

  

Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to protect the quality of Georgia's air by 
controlling, monitoring and regulating pollution from large, small, mobile, and area sources 
(including pollution from motor vehicle emissions) by performing ambient air monitoring, 
and by participating in the Clean Air Campaign; to protect Georgia's land by permitting, 
managing, and planning for solid waste facilities, by implementing waste reduction strategies, 
by administering the Solid Waste Trust Fund and the Underground Storage Tank program, by 
cleaning up scrap tire piles, and by permitting and regulating surface mining operations; to 
protect Georgia and its citizens from hazardous materials by investigating and remediating 
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hazardous sites, and by utilizing the Hazardous Waste Trust Fund to manage the state's 
hazardous sites inventory, to oversee site cleanup and brownfield remediation, to remediate 
abandoned sites, to respond to environmental emergencies, and to monitor and regulate the 
hazardous materials industry in Georgia. The purpose of this appropriation is also to ensure 
the quality and quantity of Georgia's water supplies by managing floodplains, by ensuring the 
safety of dams, by monitoring, regulating, and certifying water quality, and by regulating the 
amount of water used. 

  Total Funds $115,668,187 
  Federal Funds and Grants $32,861,619 
  Federal Funds Not Specifically Identified $32,861,619 
  Other Funds $57,028,515 
  Agency Funds $57,028,515 
  State Funds $25,778,053 
  State General Funds $25,778,053 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $24,773,085 $114,663,219 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$351,273 $351,273 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$360,998 $360,998 

  Reflect an adjustment in telecommunications expenses.  $159,362 $159,362 

  Reflect an adjustment in the workers' compensation 
premium.  

($29,345) ($29,345)

  Reflect an adjustment in unemployment insurance premiums. $30,256 $30,256 
  Increase funds for general liability premiums.  $45,429 $45,429 

  Reduce funds for the State Personnel Administration 
assessment by $64 per position from $137 to $73.  

($17,543) ($17,543)

  Reduce funds for personal services to reflect projected 
expenditures and eliminate five filled positions.  

$104,538 $104,538 

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $25,778,053 $115,668,187 
     

  33.4. Hazardous Waste Trust Fund 

  

Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to fund investigations and cleanup of 
abandoned landfills and other hazardous sites, to meet cost-sharing requirements for 
Superfund sites identified by the US Environmental Protection Agency, to fund related 
operations and oversight positions within the Environmental Protection Division, and to 
reimburse local governments for landfill remediation. 

  Total Funds $3,397,423 
  State Funds $3,397,423 
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  State General Funds $3,397,423 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $2,999,880 $2,999,880 
  Provide funds to pay local government reimbursements. $397,543 $397,543 
  Amount appropriated in this Act  $3,397,423 $3,397,423 
     

  33.5. Historic Preservation 

  

Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to identify, protect, and preserve Georgia's 
historical sites by administering historic preservation grants, by cataloging all historic 
resources statewide, by providing research and planning required to list a site on the state 
and national historic registries, by working with building owners to ensure that renovation 
plans comply with historic preservation standards, and by executing and sponsoring 
archaeological research. 

  Total Funds $2,327,450 
  Federal Funds and Grants $1,020,787 
  Federal Highway Administration Highway Planning and Construction $11,607 
  Federal Funds Not Specifically Identified $1,009,180 
  State Funds $1,306,663 
  State General Funds $1,306,663 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $1,385,471 $2,406,258 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$19,645 $19,645 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$20,189 $20,189 

  Reflect an adjustment in telecommunications expenses.  $8,913 $8,913 

  Reflect an adjustment in the workers' compensation 
premium.  

($1,641) ($1,641)

  Reflect an adjustment in unemployment insurance premiums. $1,692 $1,692 
  Increase funds for general liability premiums.  $2,541 $2,541 

  Reduce funds for the State Personnel Administration 
assessment by $64 per position from $137 to $73.  

($981) ($981)

  Reduce funds for personal services and eliminate three 
positions.  

($110,984) ($110,984)

  Reduce funds for operating expenses. ($18,182) ($18,182)
  Amount appropriated in this Act  $1,306,663 $2,327,450 
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  33.6. Parks, Recreation and Historic Sites 

  Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to manage, operate, market, and maintain the 
state's golf courses, parks, lodges, conference centers, and historic sites. 

  Total Funds $56,881,301 
  Federal Funds and Grants $1,704,029 
  Federal Funds Not Specifically Identified $1,704,029 
  Other Funds $41,480,954 
  Other Funds - Not Specifically Identified $41,480,954 
  State Funds $13,696,318 
  State General Funds $13,696,318 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $13,287,352 $56,472,335 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$188,410 $188,410 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$193,626 $193,626 

  Reflect an adjustment in telecommunications expenses.  $85,476 $85,476 

  Reflect an adjustment in the workers' compensation 
premium.  

($15,740) ($15,740)

  Reflect an adjustment in unemployment insurance premiums. $16,228 $16,228 
  Increase funds for general liability premiums.  $24,366 $24,366 

  Reduce funds for the State Personnel Administration 
assessment by $64 per position from $137 to $73.  

($9,410) ($9,410)

  Reduce funds for personal services to reflect projected 
expenditures and eliminate five filled positions.  

($325,644) ($325,644)

  Eliminate state funds for the Georgia Outdoors TV program 
and replace with funds raised through private donations. 

($14,656) ($14,656)

  Increase funds to initiate law enforcement career ladder 
within Parks, Recreation and Historic Sites.  

$266,310 $266,310 

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $13,696,318 $56,881,301 
     

  33.7. Pollution Prevention Assistance 

  

Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to promote sustainability and conserve 
Georgia's natural resources by providing non-regulatory assistance to businesses, 
manufacturers, government agencies, and farmers in order to reduce solid waste, to reduce 
land and water pollution, to promote resource conservation and to encourage by-product 
reuse and recycling. 

  Total Funds $211,893 
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  Federal Funds and Grants $96,580 
  Federal Funds Not Specifically Identified $96,580 
  Other Funds $115,313 
  Other Funds - Not Specifically Identified $11,400 
  Prior Year Funds - Other $103,913 
     

  33.8. Solid Waste Trust Fund 

  

Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to fund the administration of the Scrap Tire 
Management Program; to enable emergency, preventative, and corrective actions at solid 
waste disposal facilities; to assist local governments with the development of solid waste 
management plans; and to promote statewide recycling and waste reduction programs. 

  Total Funds $1,923,479 
  State Funds $1,923,479 
  State General Funds $1,923,479 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $1,042,075 $1,042,075 
  Provide funds for solid waste management. $881,404 $881,404 
  Amount appropriated in this Act  $1,923,479 $1,923,479 
     

  33.9. Wildlife Resources 

  

Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to regulate hunting, fishing, and the operation 
of watercraft in Georgia; to provide hunter and boating education; to protect non-game and 
endangered wildlife; to enforce statewide hunting, fishing, trapping, boating safety, and 
coastal commercial fishing regulations; to operate the state's archery and shooting ranges; 
and to license hunters, anglers, and boaters. 

  Total Funds $55,082,099 
  Federal Funds and Grants $13,937,944 
  Federal Funds Not Specifically Identified $13,937,944 
  Other Funds $9,014,756 
  Other Funds - Not Specifically Identified $9,014,756 
  State Funds $32,129,399 
  State General Funds $32,129,399 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $29,694,060 $52,646,760 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$478,327 $478,327 
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  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$491,569 $491,569 

  Reflect an adjustment in telecommunications expenses.  $217,011 $217,011 

  Reflect an adjustment in the workers' compensation 
premium.  

($39,959) ($39,959)

  Reflect an adjustment in unemployment insurance premiums. $41,199 $41,199 
  Increase funds for general liability premiums.  $61,860 $61,860 

  Reduce funds for the State Personnel Administration 
assessment by $64 per position from $137 to $73.  

($23,889) ($23,889)

  
Reduce funds for personal services to reflect projected 
expenditures and eliminate seven filled and five vacant 
positions.  

($333,015) ($333,015)

  Eliminate state funds for the Georgia Outdoors TV program 
and replace with funds raised through private donations. 

($35,594) ($35,594)

  Transfer funds and four positions from the Georgia Aviation 
Authority to the Department of Natural Resources.  

$744,140 $744,140 

  Increase funds to initiate law enforcement career ladder in 
the Wildlife Resources division.  

$833,690 $833,690 

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $32,129,399 $55,082,099 
  
  The following appropriations are for agencies attached for administrative purposes. 
     

  33.10. Georgia State Games Commission 

  Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to educate Georgians about the benefits of 
physical fitness and sports. 

  Total Funds $0 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $25,000 $25,000 

  Delete one-time funds for the Georgia State Games 
Commission. 

($25,000) ($25,000)

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $0 $0 
   
  

Section 34: Pardons and Paroles, State Board of 
  Total Funds $54,687,821 
  Federal Funds and Grants $806,050 
  Federal Funds Not Specifically Identified $806,050 
  State Funds $53,881,771 
  State General Funds $53,881,771 
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  34.1. Board Administration 

  Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to provide administrative support for the 
agency. 

  Total Funds $4,952,894 
  State Funds $4,952,894 
  State General Funds $4,952,894 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $4,986,734 $4,986,734 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$45,753 $45,753 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$66,126 $66,126 

  Reflect an adjustment in telecommunications expenses.  ($21,939) ($21,939)

  Reflect an adjustment in the workers' compensation 
premium.  

($7,350) ($7,350)

  Reflect an adjustment in unemployment insurance premiums. ($12,047) ($12,047)
  Increase funds for general liability premiums.  $69,477 $69,477 
  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in PeopleSoft billings. $7,908 $7,908 

  Reduce funds for the State Personnel Administration 
assessment by $64 per position from $137 to $73.  

($2,768) ($2,768)

  
Transfer $120,779 and one position to Clemency Decisions, 
and transfer $58,221 and one position to Parole Supervision 
to better align function and budget.  

($179,000) ($179,000)

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $4,952,894 $4,952,894 
     

  34.2. Clemency Decisions 

  

Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to collect data on offenders within the 
correctional system, make determinations regarding offender eligibility for parole, investigate 
allegations of employee misconduct, manage the agency's public relations efforts, and 
administer the Re-Entry Partnership Housing Program. 

  Total Funds $11,610,330 
  State Funds $11,610,330 
  State General Funds $11,610,330 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $7,207,791 $7,207,791 
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  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$174,001 $174,001 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$223,368 $223,368 

  Reflect an adjustment in telecommunications expenses.  ($6,051) ($6,051)

  Reflect an adjustment in the workers' compensation 
premium.  

($31,439) ($31,439)

  Reflect an adjustment in unemployment insurance premiums. ($2,916) ($2,916)

  Reduce funds for the State Personnel Administration 
assessment by $64 per position from $137 to $73.  

($11,323) ($11,323)

  
Transfer funds and 74 investigator positions from Parole 
Supervision to Clemency Decisions to better align function 
and budget.  

$3,805,796 $3,805,796 

  
Transfer $363,934 and four positions from Parole 
Supervision and transfer $120,779 and one position from 
Board Administration to better align function and budget.  

$484,713 $484,713 

  
Transfer funds and five positions to the Probation 
Supervision program of the Department of Corrections to 
implement a joint call service center.  

($233,610) ($233,610)

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $11,610,330 $11,610,330 
     

  34.3. Parole Supervision 

  

Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to transition offenders from prison back into 
the community as law abiding citizens by providing drug testing, electronic monitoring, 
parole supervision, and substance abuse treatment, and collecting supervision fees, victims' 
compensation, and restitution. 

  Total Funds $37,673,614 
  Federal Funds and Grants $806,050 
  Federal Funds Not Specifically Identified $806,050 
  State Funds $36,867,564 
  State General Funds $36,867,564 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $39,232,439 $40,038,489 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$425,791 $425,791 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$622,821 $622,821 

  Reflect an adjustment in telecommunications expenses.  ($26,635) ($26,635)
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  Reflect an adjustment in the workers' compensation 
premium.  

($90,320) ($90,320)

  Reflect an adjustment in unemployment insurance premiums. ($8,377) ($8,377)

  Reduce funds for the State Personnel Administration 
assessment by $64 per position from $137 to $73.  

($35,477) ($35,477)

  
Realize savings due to the elimination of the State Law 
Enforcement Certification ($800) and from rental savings 
from parole office consolidation ($7,800).  

($8,600) ($8,600)

  Realize savings due to parole office relocation to state-
owned space. 

($50,642) ($50,642)

  Reduce funds for contracts.  ($4,290) ($4,290)

  Transfer funds and 74 investigator positions to Clemency 
Decisions to better align function and budget.  

($3,805,796) ($3,805,796)

  Transfer funds and four positions to Clemency Decisions to 
better align function and budget.  

($363,934) ($363,934)

  Transfer funds and one position from Board Administration 
to better align function and budget.  

$58,221 $58,221 

  
Provide funds for 20 additional parole officers to implement 
re-entry supervision for offenders who will serve their 
maximum sentence.  

$1,000,000 $1,000,000 

  Reduce funds for parolee jail subsidy to reflect projected 
expenditures. 

($77,637) ($77,637)

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $36,867,564 $37,673,614 
     

  34.4. Victim Services 

  

Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to provide notification to victims of changes in 
offender status or placement through the Victim Information Program, to conduct outreach 
and information gathering from victims during clemency proceedings, to host victim and 
visitor days, and act as a liaison for victims to the state corrections system. 

  Total Funds $450,983 
  State Funds $450,983 
  State General Funds $450,983 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $440,453 $440,453 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$5,203 $5,203 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$7,388 $7,388 

  Reflect an adjustment in telecommunications expenses.  ($613) ($613)
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  Reflect an adjustment in the workers' compensation 
premium.  

($973) ($973)

  Reflect an adjustment in unemployment insurance premiums. ($103) ($103)

  Reduce funds for the State Personnel Administration 
assessment by $64 per position from $137 to $73.  

($372) ($372)

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $450,983 $450,983 
   
  

Section 35: Properties Commission, State 
  Total Funds $842,012 
  Other Funds $842,012 
  Other Funds - Not Specifically Identified $727,045 
  Prior Year Funds - Other $114,967 
     

  35.1. State Properties Commission 

  

Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to maintain long-term plans for state buildings 
and land; to compile an accessible database of state owned and leased real property with 
information about utilization, demand management, and space standards; and to negotiate 
better rates in the leasing market and property acquisitions and dispositions. 

  Total Funds $842,012 
  Other Funds $842,012 
  Other Funds - Not Specifically Identified $727,045 
  Prior Year Funds - Other $114,967 
  
  The following appropriations are for agencies attached for administrative purposes. 
     

  35.2. Payments to Georgia Building Authority 

  Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to provide maintenance, repairs, and 
preparatory work on property owned by the Georgia Building Authority. 

  Total Funds $0 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $0 $0 

  

Decrease payments to the Office of the State Treasurer by 
$1,260,137 from $3,256,871 to $1,996,734 to reflect 
increased costs associated with statewide adjustments. 
(G:YES) 

$0 $0 

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $0 $0 
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Section 36: Public Defender Standards Council, Georgia 
  Total Funds $40,740,824 
  Other Funds $340,000 
  Other Funds - Not Specifically Identified $340,000 
  State Funds $40,400,824 
  State General Funds $40,400,824 
     

  36.1. Public Defender Standards Council 

  Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to fund the Office of the Georgia Capital 
Defender, Office of the Mental Health Advocate, and Central Office. 

  Total Funds $6,345,496 
  Other Funds $340,000 
  Other Funds - Not Specifically Identified $340,000 
  State Funds $6,005,496 
  State General Funds $6,005,496 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $5,924,096 $6,264,096 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$70,825 $70,825 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$102,481 $102,481 

  Reflect an adjustment in telecommunications expenses.  $9,545 $9,545 

  Reflect an adjustment in the workers' compensation 
premium.  

$11,866 $11,866 

  Reflect an adjustment in unemployment insurance premiums. ($42) ($42)
  Increase funds for general liability premiums.  $2,123 $2,123 
  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in PeopleSoft billings. $434 $434 

  Reduce funds for the State Personnel Administration 
assessment by $64 per position from $137 to $73.  

($7,036) ($7,036)

  Reduce funds for personal services due to attrition. ($98,707) ($98,707)
  Reduce funds for operating expenses. ($10,089) ($10,089)
  Amount appropriated in this Act  $6,005,496 $6,345,496 
     

  36.2. Public Defenders 

  

Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to assure that adequate and effective legal 
representation is provided, independently of political considerations or private interests, to 
indigent persons who are entitled to representation under this chapter; provided that staffing 
for circuits are based on O.C.G.A. 17-12. 
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  Total Funds $34,395,328 
  State Funds $34,395,328 
  State General Funds $34,395,328 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $32,755,019 $32,755,019 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$399,031 $399,031 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$580,727 $580,727 

  Reflect an adjustment in telecommunications expenses.  $5,140 $5,140 

  Reflect an adjustment in the workers' compensation 
premium.  

$67,238 $67,238 

  Reflect an adjustment in unemployment insurance premiums. ($238) ($238)
  Increase funds for general liability premiums.  $12,032 $12,032 
  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in PeopleSoft billings. $2,457 $2,457 

  Reduce funds for the State Personnel Administration 
assessment by $64 per position from $137 to $73.  

($39,873) ($39,873)

  Reduce funding to the opt-out circuits to match agency-wide 
reductions. 

($4,578) ($4,578)

  Provide funds for additional expenses associated with 
conflict cases.  

$565,070 $565,070 

  
Provide funding for two additional Assistant Public Defender 
positions in the Piedmont and Bell-Forsyth Circuits, effective 
January 1, 2013.  

$53,303 $53,303 

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $34,395,328 $34,395,328 
   
  

Section 37: Public Health, Department of 
  Total Funds $683,903,369 
  Federal Funds and Grants $464,862,810 
  Maternal and Child Health Services Block Grant $20,031,465 
  Medical Assistance Program $2,912,917 
  Preventive Health and Health Services Block Grant $2,026,075 
  Temporary Assistance for Needy Families Block Grant $10,404,530 
  Federal Funds Not Specifically Identified $429,487,823 
  Other Funds $1,203,500 
  Agency Funds $692,524 
  Other Funds - Not Specifically Identified $510,976 
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  State Funds $217,748,770 
  Brain and Spinal Injury Trust Fund $2,396,580 
  State General Funds $203,339,070 
  Tobacco Settlement Funds $12,013,120 
  Intra-State Government Transfers $88,289 
  Other Intra-State Government Payments $88,289 
     

  37.1. Adolescent and Adult Health Promotion 

  
Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to provide education and services to promote 
the health and well-being of Georgians. Activities include preventing teenage pregnancies, 
tobacco use prevention, cancer screening and prevention, and family planning services. 

  Total Funds $37,046,030 
  Federal Funds and Grants $27,807,367 
  Maternal and Child Health Services Block Grant $187,504 
  Preventive Health and Health Services Block Grant $41,694 
  Temporary Assistance for Needy Families Block Grant $10,404,530 
  Federal Funds Not Specifically Identified $17,173,639 
  Other Funds $335,000 
  Other Funds - Not Specifically Identified $335,000 
  State Funds $8,903,663 
  State General Funds $3,751,224 
  Tobacco Settlement Funds $5,152,439 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $8,975,356 $40,643,553 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$16,610 $16,610 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$28,759 $28,759 

  Reduce funds for personal services.  ($107,047) ($107,047)

  Realign TANF funds to recognize the federal loss of the 
TANF Supplemental grant.  

$0 ($3,525,830)

  Reduce grant-in-aid funds for pilot projects.  ($80,000) ($80,000)

  Replace TANF funds for a youth development coordinator 
position.  

$69,985 $69,985 

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $8,903,663 $37,046,030 
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  37.2. Adult Essential Health Treatment Services 

  Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to provide treatment and services to low-
income Georgians with cancer, and Georgians at risk of stroke or heart attacks. 

  Total Funds $7,450,183 
  Federal Funds and Grants $225,197 
  Preventive Health and Health Services Block Grant $225,197 
  State Funds $7,224,986 
  State General Funds $611,737 
  Tobacco Settlement Funds $6,613,249 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $7,231,809 $7,457,006 
  Reduce funds for personal services. ($6,823) ($6,823)
  Amount appropriated in this Act  $7,224,986 $7,450,183 
     

  37.3. Departmental Administration 

  Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to provide administrative support to all 
departmental programs. 

  Total Funds $27,575,113 
  Federal Funds and Grants $7,082,398 
  Medical Assistance Program $1,807,258 
  Federal Funds Not Specifically Identified $5,275,140 
  State Funds $20,492,715 
  State General Funds $20,360,920 
  Tobacco Settlement Funds $131,795 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $19,813,683 $26,896,081 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$218,736 $218,736 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$366,058 $366,058 

  Reflect an adjustment in telecommunications expenses.  ($396,593) ($396,593)

  Reflect an adjustment in the workers' compensation 
premium.  

($75,112) ($75,112)

  Reflect an adjustment in unemployment insurance premiums. $29,237 $29,237 
  Increase funds for general liability premiums.  $210,321 $210,321 
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  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in PeopleSoft billings. $15,943 $15,943 

  Reduce funds for the State Personnel Administration 
assessment by $64 per position from $137 to $73.  

($39,475) ($39,475)

  Provide funds for leased space to replace the Macon district 
public health office being sold in FY 2012. 

$349,917 $349,917 

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $20,492,715 $27,575,113 
     

  37.4. Emergency Preparedness/Trauma System Improvement 

  Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to prepare for natural disasters, bioterrorism, 
and other emergencies, as well as improving the capacity of the state's trauma system. 

  Total Funds $43,567,924 
  Federal Funds and Grants $41,063,009 
  Maternal and Child Health Services Block Grant $280,000 
  Preventive Health and Health Services Block Grant $839,434 
  Federal Funds Not Specifically Identified $39,943,575 
  Other Funds $100,976 
  Other Funds - Not Specifically Identified $100,976 
  State Funds $2,403,939 
  State General Funds $2,403,939 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $2,399,599 $43,563,584 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$32,505 $32,505 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$51,835 $51,835 

  Reduce funds for personal services. ($80,000) ($80,000)
  Amount appropriated in this Act  $2,403,939 $43,567,924 
     

  37.5. Epidemiology 

  Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to monitor, investigate, and respond to 
disease, injury, and other events of public health concern. 

  Total Funds $8,819,085 
  Federal Funds and Grants $4,961,516 
  Preventive Health and Health Services Block Grant $196,750 
  Federal Funds Not Specifically Identified $4,764,766 
  Other Funds $25,156 
  Agency Funds $25,156 
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  State Funds $3,814,813 
  State General Funds $3,699,176 
  Tobacco Settlement Funds $115,637 
  Intra-State Government Transfers $17,600 
  Other Intra-State Government Payments $17,600 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $3,863,497 $8,867,769 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$17,776 $17,776 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$25,384 $25,384 

  Reduce funds for personal services. ($91,844) ($91,844)
  Amount appropriated in this Act  $3,814,813 $8,819,085 
     

  37.6. Immunization 

  Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to provide immunization, consultation, 
training, assessment, vaccines, and technical assistance. 

  Total Funds $10,054,841 
  Federal Funds and Grants $7,549,716 
  Preventive Health and Health Services Block Grant $500,000 
  Federal Funds Not Specifically Identified $7,049,716 
  State Funds $2,505,125 
  State General Funds $2,505,125 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $2,684,539 $10,234,255 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$4,147 $4,147 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$3,265 $3,265 

  Reduce funds for operating expenses. ($186,826) ($186,826)
  Amount appropriated in this Act  $2,505,125 $10,054,841 
     

  37.7. Infant and Child Essential Health Treatment Services 

  Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to avoid unnecessary health problems in later 
life by providing comprehensive health services to infants and children. 

  Total Funds $48,714,228 
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  Federal Funds and Grants $26,559,457 
  Maternal and Child Health Services Block Grant $8,655,982 
  Federal Funds Not Specifically Identified $17,903,475 
  Other Funds $75,000 
  Other Funds - Not Specifically Identified $75,000 
  State Funds $22,079,771 
  State General Funds $22,079,771 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $22,361,045 $48,858,002 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$25,126 $25,126 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$40,719 $40,719 

  Reduce funds for personal services. ($9,619) ($9,619)

  Replace state funds with federal funds for auditory verbal 
therapy services.  

($137,500) $0 

  Reduce funds for Regional Tertiary Care center contracts.  ($200,000) ($200,000)
  Amount appropriated in this Act  $22,079,771 $48,714,228 
     

  37.8. Infant and Child Health Promotion 

  Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to provide education and services to promote 
health and nutrition for infants and children. 

  Total Funds $299,072,641 
  Federal Funds and Grants $286,749,107 
  Maternal and Child Health Services Block Grant $10,623,280 
  Medical Assistance Program $119,108 
  Federal Funds Not Specifically Identified $276,006,719 
  Other Funds $49,137 
  Agency Funds $49,137 
  State Funds $12,203,708 
  State General Funds $12,203,708 
  Intra-State Government Transfers $70,689 
  Other Intra-State Government Payments $70,689 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $10,124,282 $299,793,215 



 WEDNESDAY, MARCH 7, 2012 2417 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$29,750 $29,750 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$49,676 $49,676 

  Reduce grant-in-aid funds for nurse case management.  ($200,000) ($200,000)

  Realign TANF funds to recognize the federal loss of the 
TANF Supplemental grant.  

$0 ($2,800,000)

  

Increase funds to maintain screening and home visit services 
for low birth weight newborns, newborns at risk of 
developmental delays, and cases of abuse and neglect in the 
Children 1st program, due to the loss of TANF Supplemental 
grant.  

$2,200,000 $2,200,000 

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $12,203,708 $299,072,641 
     

  37.9. Infectious Disease Control 

  Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to ensure quality prevention and treatment of 
HIV/AIDS, sexually transmitted diseases, tuberculosis, and other infectious diseases. 

  Total Funds $90,876,565 
  Federal Funds and Grants $60,377,072 
  Maternal and Child Health Services Block Grant $84,489 
  Federal Funds Not Specifically Identified $60,292,583 
  State Funds $30,499,493 
  State General Funds $30,499,493 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $29,857,724 $90,234,796 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$105,780 $105,780 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$184,253 $184,253 

  Provide funds to continue routine HIV and syphilis testing.  $421,736 $421,736 
  Reduce funds for personal services. ($70,000) ($70,000)
  Amount appropriated in this Act  $30,499,493 $90,876,565 
     

  37.10. Inspections and Environmental Hazard Control 

  
Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to detect and prevent environmental hazards, 
as well as providing inspection and enforcement of health regulations for food service 
establishments, sewage management facilities, and swimming pools. 

  Total Funds $5,160,588 
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  Federal Funds and Grants $970,740 
  Maternal and Child Health Services Block Grant $200,210 
  Preventive Health and Health Services Block Grant $223,000 
  Federal Funds Not Specifically Identified $547,530 
  Other Funds $618,231 
  Agency Funds $618,231 
  State Funds $3,571,617 
  State General Funds $3,571,617 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $3,481,608 $5,070,579 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$31,691 $31,691 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$58,318 $58,318 

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $3,571,617 $5,160,588 
     

  37.11. Public Health Formula Grants to Counties 

  Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to provide general grant-in-aid to county 
boards of health delivering local public health services. 

  Total Funds $83,111,135 
  Federal Funds and Grants $986,551 
  Medical Assistance Program $986,551 
  State Funds $82,124,584 
  State General Funds $82,124,584 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $71,650,778 $72,637,329 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$2,931,957 $2,931,957 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$5,024,515 $5,024,515 

  Fund the first and second year phase-in for the new grant-in-
aid formula to hold harmless all counties.  

$2,517,334 $2,517,334 

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $82,124,584 $83,111,135 
     

  37.12. Vital Records 
  Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to register, enter, archive and provide to the 



 WEDNESDAY, MARCH 7, 2012 2419 

public in a timely manner vital records and associated documents. 
  Total Funds $4,121,242 
  Federal Funds and Grants $530,680 
  Federal Funds Not Specifically Identified $530,680 
  State Funds $3,590,562 
  State General Funds $3,590,562 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $3,538,979 $4,069,659 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$34,961 $34,961 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$61,622 $61,622 

  Reduce funds for operating expenses.  ($45,000) ($45,000)
  Amount appropriated in this Act  $3,590,562 $4,121,242 
  
  The following appropriations are for agencies attached for administrative purposes. 
     

  37.13. Brain and Spinal Injury Trust Fund 

  
Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to provide disbursements from the Trust Fund 
to offset the costs of care and rehabilitative services to citizens of the state who have survived 
brain or spinal cord injuries. 

  Total Funds $2,396,580 
  State Funds $2,396,580 
  Brain and Spinal Injury Trust Fund $2,396,580 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $1,933,708 $1,933,708 
  Reduce funds to reflect FY 2011 collections. ($37,128) ($37,128)

  
Increase Brain and Spinal Injury Trust Funds to allow for 
additional awards to Georgia residents with brain and spinal 
injuries. 

$500,000 $500,000 

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $2,396,580 $2,396,580 
     

  37.14. Georgia Trauma Care Network Commission 

  
Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to stabilize and strengthen the state's trauma 
system, and act as the accountability mechanism for distribution of funds appropriated for 
trauma system improvement. 
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  Total Funds $15,937,214 
  State Funds $15,937,214 
  State General Funds $15,937,214 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $17,656,896 $17,656,896 

  Reduce funds to reflect revised revenue projection for Super 
Speeder and license reinstatement fees. 

($1,719,682) ($1,719,682)

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $15,937,214 $15,937,214 
   
  

Section 38: Public Safety, Department of 
  Total Funds $181,311,310 
  Federal Funds and Grants $38,498,171 
  Federal Funds Not Specifically Identified $38,498,171
  Other Funds $10,361,966 
  Other Funds - Not Specifically Identified $10,361,966 
  State Funds $119,361,684 
  State General Funds $119,361,684 
  Intra-State Government Transfers $13,089,489 
  Other Intra-State Government Payments $13,089,489 
     

  38.1. Aviation 

  

Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to provide aerial support for search and 
rescue missions and search and apprehension missions in criminal pursuits within the State of 
Georgia; to provide transport flights to conduct state business, for emergency medical organ 
transport, and to support local and federal agencies in public safety efforts with aerial 
surveillance and observation. 

  Total Funds $3,488,878 
  Federal Funds and Grants $200,000 
  Federal Funds Not Specifically Identified $200,000 
  Other Funds $174,000 
  Other Funds - Not Specifically Identified $174,000 
  State Funds $3,114,878 
  State General Funds $3,114,878 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $1,563,231 $1,937,231 
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  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$22,682 $22,682 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$45,618 $45,618 

  Reflect an adjustment in the workers' compensation 
premium.  

($8,980) ($8,980)

  Reflect an adjustment in unemployment insurance premiums. ($153) ($153)
  Increase funds for general liability premiums.  $6,835 $6,835 

  Reduce funds for the State Personnel Administration 
assessment by $64 per position from $137 to $73.  

($2,860) ($2,860)

  Transfer funds from the Georgia Aviation Authority to the 
Department of Public Safety. 

$529,750 $529,750 

  Reflect an Executive Order to transfer nine months funding 
and six positions from the Georgia Aviation Authority.  

$958,755 $958,755 

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $3,114,878 $3,488,878 
     

  38.2. Capitol Police Services 

  

Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to protect life and property in the Capitol 
Square area, enforce traffic regulations around the Capitol, monitor entrances of state 
buildings, screen packages and personal items of individuals entering state facilities, and 
provide general security for elected officials, government employees, and visitors to the 
Capitol. 

  Total Funds $6,897,999 
  Intra-State Government Transfers $6,897,999 
  Other Intra-State Government Payments $6,897,999 
     

  38.3. Departmental Administration 

  Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to work cooperatively with all levels of 
government to provide a safe environment for residents and visitors to our state. 

  Total Funds $8,500,595 
  Federal Funds and Grants $141,571 
  Federal Funds Not Specifically Identified $141,571 
  Other Funds $103,510 
  Other Funds - Not Specifically Identified $103,510 
  State Funds $8,249,014 
  State General Funds $8,249,014 
  Intra-State Government Transfers $6,500 
  Other Intra-State Government Payments $6,500 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  
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  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $7,994,926 $8,246,507 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$91,796 $91,796 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$160,936 $160,936 

  Reflect an adjustment in the workers' compensation 
premium.  

($31,681) ($31,681)

  Reflect an adjustment in unemployment insurance premiums. ($541) ($541)
  Increase funds for general liability premiums.  $24,113 $24,113 
  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in PeopleSoft billings. $19,556 $19,556 

  Reduce funds for the State Personnel Administration 
assessment by $64 per position from $137 to $73.  

($10,091) ($10,091)

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $8,249,014 $8,500,595 
     

  38.4. Executive Security Services 

  

Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to provide statutorily mandated security for 
the Governor, Lieutenant Governor, the Speaker of the House of Representatives, and their 
families, and also to provide security for the Chief Justice of the Georgia Supreme Court, 
visiting dignitaries, and other important individuals as determined by the Commissioner. 

  Total Funds $1,656,488 
  State Funds $1,602,488 
  State General Funds $1,602,488 
  Intra-State Government Transfers $54,000 
  Other Intra-State Government Payments $54,000 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $1,541,035 $1,595,035 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$23,458 $23,458 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$42,839 $42,839 

  Reflect an adjustment in the workers' compensation 
premium.  

($8,433) ($8,433)

  Reflect an adjustment in unemployment insurance premiums. ($144) ($144)
  Increase funds for general liability premiums.  $6,419 $6,419 

  Reduce funds for the State Personnel Administration 
assessment by $64 per position from $137 to $73.  

($2,686) ($2,686)

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $1,602,488 $1,656,488 
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  38.5. Field Offices and Services 

  

Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to provide enforcement for traffic and criminal 
laws through the Department of Public Safety's Uniform Division, and support a variety of 
specialized teams and offices, which include the Motorcycle Unit, Criminal Interdiction Unit, 
the Crisis Negotiations Team, the Special Projects Adjutant Office, Headquarters Adjutant 
Office, Special Investigations Office, the Special Weapons and Tactics (SWAT) Unit, and the 
Training Unit. 

  Total Funds $96,506,225 
  Federal Funds and Grants $12,592,428 
  Federal Funds Not Specifically Identified $12,592,428 
  Other Funds $1,252,400 
  Other Funds - Not Specifically Identified $1,252,400 
  State Funds $77,541,397 
  State General Funds $77,541,397 
  Intra-State Government Transfers $5,120,000 
  Other Intra-State Government Payments $5,120,000 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $73,577,438 $92,542,266 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$936,739 $936,739 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$1,715,421 $1,715,421 

  Reflect an adjustment in telecommunications expenses.  $605,789 $605,789 

  Reflect an adjustment in the workers' compensation 
premium.  

($337,682) ($337,682)

  Reflect an adjustment in unemployment insurance premiums. ($5,773) ($5,773)
  Increase funds for general liability premiums.  $257,023 $257,023 

  Reduce funds for the State Personnel Administration 
assessment by $64 per position from $137 to $73.  

($107,558) ($107,558)

  
Reserve FY 2013 trooper attrition funds for equipment and 
personal services for graduates of the FY 2012 trooper 
schools.(G:YES)  

$0 $0 

  Provide for increased fuel costs for trooper patrol vehicles.  $900,000 $900,000 
  Amount appropriated in this Act  $77,541,397 $96,506,225 
     

  38.6. Motor Carrier Compliance 

  
Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to provide inspection, regulation, and 
enforcement for size, weight, and safety standards as well as traffic and criminal laws for 
commercial motor carriers, limousines, non-consensual tow trucks, household goods movers, 
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all buses, and large passenger vehicles as well as providing High Occupancy Vehicle and 
High Occupancy Toll lane use restriction enforcement. 

  Total Funds $23,405,263 
  Federal Funds and Grants $6,699,743 
  Federal Funds Not Specifically Identified $6,699,743 
  Other Funds $6,580,387 
  Other Funds - Not Specifically Identified $6,580,387 
  State Funds $10,125,133 
  State General Funds $10,125,133 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $9,621,843 $22,831,813

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$124,091 $124,091 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$232,721 $232,721 

  Reflect an adjustment in the workers' compensation 
premium.  

($45,811) ($45,811)

  Reflect an adjustment in unemployment insurance premiums. ($783) ($783)
  Increase funds for general liability premiums.  $34,869 $34,869 

  Reduce funds for the State Personnel Administration 
assessment by $64 per position from $137 to $73.  

($14,592) ($14,592)

  Transfer the transportation regulatory functions and three 
positions from the Public Service Commission.  

$172,795 $242,955 

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $10,125,133 $23,405,263 
     

  38.7. Specialized Collision Reconstruction Team 

  

Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to investigate fatal vehicular crashes 
throughout the state, collect data, and provide evidence and testimony in the prosecution of 
those at fault and to additionally provide specialized investigative services to Departmental 
personnel, state, federal, and local agencies for complex crash and crime scene investigations 
upon request. 

  Total Funds $3,274,853 
  State Funds $3,274,853 
  State General Funds $3,274,853 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $3,149,216 $3,149,216 
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  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$50,673 $50,673 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$84,521 $84,521 

  Reflect an adjustment in the workers' compensation 
premium.  

($16,638) ($16,638)

  Reflect an adjustment in unemployment insurance premiums. ($284) ($284)
  Increase funds for general liability premiums.  $12,664 $12,664 

  Reduce funds for the State Personnel Administration 
assessment by $64 per position from $137 to $73.  

($5,299) ($5,299)

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $3,274,853 $3,274,853 
     

  38.8. Troop J Specialty Units 

  
Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to provide and coordinate the Implied Consent 
Unit to oversee and maintain the breath-alcohol program for the State of Georgia in 
coordination with the Forensics Science Division of the GBI. 

  Total Funds $1,502,013 
  State Funds $1,502,013 
  State General Funds $1,502,013 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $1,459,734 $1,459,734 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$19,499 $19,499 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$33,577 $33,577 

  Reflect an adjustment in the workers' compensation 
premium.  

($6,610) ($6,610)

  Reflect an adjustment in unemployment insurance premiums. ($113) ($113)
  Increase funds for general liability premiums.  $5,031 $5,031 

  Reduce funds for the State Personnel Administration 
assessment by $64 per position from $137 to $73.  

($2,105) ($2,105)

  Reduce funds for program operations based on projected 
expenditures. 

($7,000) ($7,000)

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $1,502,013 $1,502,013 
  
  The following appropriations are for agencies attached for administrative purposes. 
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  38.9. Firefighters Standards and Training Council 

  

Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to provide professionally trained, competent, 
and ethical firefighters with the proper equipment and facilities to ensure a fire-safe 
environment for Georgia citizens, and establish professional standards for fire service 
training including consulting, testing, and certification of Georgia firefighters. 

  Total Funds $562,611 
  State Funds $562,611 
  State General Funds $562,611 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $624,100 $624,100 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$9,836 $9,836 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$17,401 $17,401 

  Reflect an adjustment in the workers' compensation 
premium.  

($9) ($9)

  Reflect an adjustment in unemployment insurance premiums. ($735) ($735)
  Increase funds for general liability premiums.  $412 $412 
  Reduce personal services and operating expenses.  ($88,394) ($88,394)
  Amount appropriated in this Act  $562,611 $562,611 
     

  38.10. Office of Highway Safety 

  
Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to educate the public on highway safety issues, 
and facilitate the implementation of programs to reduce crashes, injuries, and fatalities on 
Georgia roadways. 

  Total Funds $18,532,152 
  Federal Funds and Grants $17,086,129 
  Federal Funds Not Specifically Identified $17,086,129 
  Other Funds $66,434 
  Other Funds - Not Specifically Identified $66,434 
  State Funds $368,599 
  State General Funds $368,599 
  Intra-State Government Transfers $1,010,990 
  Other Intra-State Government Payments $1,010,990 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $376,424 $18,539,977 
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  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$7,346 $7,346 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$10,250 $10,250 

  Reflect an adjustment in telecommunications expenses.  ($21,539) ($21,539)

  Reflect an adjustment in the workers' compensation 
premium.  

$3,442 $3,442 

  Reflect an adjustment in unemployment insurance premiums. ($54) ($54)
  Increase funds for general liability premiums.  $258 $258 
  Recognize savings from attrition. ($7,528) ($7,528)
  Amount appropriated in this Act  $368,599 $18,532,152 
     

  38.11. Peace Officers Standards and Training Council 

  

Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to set standards for the law enforcement 
community; ensure adequate training at the highest level for all of Georgia’s law enforcement 
officers and public safety professionals; and certify individuals when all requirements are 
met. Investigate officers and public safety professionals when an allegation of unethical 
and/or illegal conduct is made, and sanction these individuals by disciplining officers and 
public safety professionals when necessary. 

  Total Funds $2,497,858 
  Other Funds $88,461 
  Other Funds - Not Specifically Identified $88,461 
  State Funds $2,409,397 
  State General Funds $2,409,397 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $1,910,716 $1,960,963 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$23,312 $23,312 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$35,220 $35,220 

  Reflect an adjustment in telecommunications expenses.  $6,129 $6,129 

  Reflect an adjustment in the workers' compensation 
premium.  

$6,068 $6,068 

  Reflect an adjustment in unemployment insurance premiums. ($970) ($970)
  Increase funds for general liability premiums.  $2,686 $2,686 
  Replace state funds with other funds for operating expenses. ($38,214) $0 
  Provide mandatory training for newly-elected Sheriffs.  $401,950 $401,950 
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  Restore funding for prior year reductions to personnel and 
operating budgets.  

$62,500 $62,500 

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $2,409,397 $2,497,858 
     

  38.12. Public Safety Training Center 

  Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to develop, deliver, and facilitate training that 
results in professional and competent public safety services for the people of Georgia. 

  Total Funds $14,486,375 
  Federal Funds and Grants $1,778,300 
  Federal Funds Not Specifically Identified $1,778,300 
  Other Funds $2,096,774 
  Other Funds - Not Specifically Identified $2,096,774 
  State Funds $10,611,301 
  State General Funds $10,611,301 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $10,246,951 $14,122,025 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$127,051 $127,051 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$224,189 $224,189 

  Reflect an adjustment in telecommunications expenses.  ($472) ($472)

  Reflect an adjustment in the workers' compensation 
premium.  

$55,834 $55,834 

  Reflect an adjustment in unemployment insurance premiums. ($4,029) ($4,029)
  Increase funds for general liability premiums.  $6,634 $6,634 

  Reallocate funds from personal services for the Augusta 
Police Academy for purchase of ammunition.  

$0 $0 

  
Reallocate funds from personal services for the Augusta 
Police Academy to provide the Basic Law Enforcement 
program as needed.  

$0 $0 

  Eliminate contract with North Central Cobb Police 
Academy.  

($44,757) ($44,757)

  Reduce operating expenses for the Augusta Police Academy. ($100) ($100)

  

Reallocate funds from personal services from the Augusta 
Police Academy for one instructor to cover increase in 
student load at other academies due to elimination of North 
Central Contract and Augusta full-time staff.  

$0 $0 

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $10,611,301 $14,486,375 
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Section 39: Public Service Commission 
  Total Funds $9,475,800 
  Federal Funds and Grants $1,300,246 
  Federal Funds Not Specifically Identified $1,300,246 
  State Funds $7,934,079 
  State General Funds $7,934,079 
     

  39.1. Commission Administration 

  Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to assist the Commissioners and staff in 
achieving the agency's goals. 

  Total Funds $1,195,439 
  Federal Funds and Grants $83,500 
  Federal Funds Not Specifically Identified $83,500 
  State Funds $1,111,939 
  State General Funds $1,111,939 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $1,073,035 $1,226,695 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$16,807 $16,807 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$22,514 $22,514 

  Reflect an adjustment in telecommunications expenses.  $2,829 $2,829 

  Reflect an adjustment in the workers' compensation 
premium.  

($2,626) ($2,626)

  Reflect an adjustment in unemployment insurance premiums. ($381) ($381)
  Increase funds for general liability premiums.  $501 $501 

  Reduce funds for the State Personnel Administration 
assessment by $64 per position from $137 to $73.  

($740) ($740)

  
Transfer funds from the Public Service Commission to the 
Department of Public Safety for transportation regulatory 
functions. 

$0 ($70,160)

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $1,111,939 $1,195,439 
     

  39.2. Facility Protection 

  
Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to enforce state and federal regulations 
pertaining to buried utility facility infrastructure and to promote safety through training and 
inspections. 

  Total Funds $2,165,859 
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  Federal Funds and Grants $1,188,246 
  Federal Funds Not Specifically Identified $1,188,246 
  State Funds $977,613 
  State General Funds $977,613 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $922,165 $2,110,411 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$23,148 $23,148 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$32,906 $32,906 

  Reflect an adjustment in telecommunications expenses.  $4,135 $4,135 

  Reflect an adjustment in the workers' compensation 
premium.  

($3,837) ($3,837)

  Reflect an adjustment in unemployment insurance premiums. ($556) ($556)
  Increase funds for general liability premiums.  $733 $733 

  Reduce funds for the State Personnel Administration 
assessment by $64 per position from $137 to $73.  

($1,081) ($1,081)

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $977,613 $2,165,859 
     

  39.3. Utilities Regulation 

  

Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to monitor the rates and service standards of 
electric, transportation, natural gas, and telecommunications companies, approve supply 
plans for electric and natural gas companies, monitor utility system and telecommunications 
network planning, arbitrate complaints among competitors, provide consumer protection and 
education, and certify competitive transportation, natural gas and telecommunications 
providers. 

  Total Funds $6,114,502 
  Federal Funds and Grants $28,500 
  Federal Funds Not Specifically Identified $28,500 
  State Funds $5,844,527 
  State General Funds $5,844,527 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $5,979,161 $6,249,136 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$82,048 $82,048 
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  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$117,768 $117,768 

  Reflect an adjustment in telecommunications expenses.  $14,801 $14,801 

  Reflect an adjustment in the workers' compensation 
premium.  

($13,734) ($13,734)

  Reflect an adjustment in unemployment insurance premiums. ($1,990) ($1,990)
  Increase funds for general liability premiums.  $2,623 $2,623 

  Reduce funds for the State Personnel Administration 
assessment by $64 per position from $137 to $73.  

($3,868) ($3,868)

  Reduce funds for personal services. ($159,487) ($159,487)

  
Transfer funds and three positions from the Public Service 
Commission to the Department of Public Safety for 
transportation regulatory functions.  

($172,795) ($172,795)

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $5,844,527 $6,114,502 
   
  

Section 40: Regents, University System of Georgia 
  Total Funds $6,181,163,611 
  Other Funds $4,353,668,931 
  Agency Funds $2,339,759,787 
  Other Funds - Not Specifically Identified $4,600,248 
  Research Funds $2,009,308,896 
  State Funds $1,827,494,680 
  State General Funds $1,827,494,680 
     

  40.1. Agricultural Experiment Station 

  
Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to improve production, processing, new 
product development, food safety, storage, and marketing to increase profitability and global 
competitiveness of Georgia's agribusiness. 

  Total Funds $72,659,924 
  Other Funds $37,552,919 
  Agency Funds $15,552,919 
  Research Funds $22,000,000 
  State Funds $35,107,005 
  State General Funds $35,107,005 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $34,058,182 $71,611,101 
  Reduce funds for personal services.  ($214,068) ($214,068)
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  Increase funds for the employer share of health insurance 
($237,978) and retiree health benefits ($221,641).  

$459,619 $459,619 

  Reflect an adjustment in the employer share of the Teachers' 
Retirement System from 10.28% to 11.41%.  

$203,272 $203,272 

  Provide funding for four crop scientists specializing in the 
areas of horticulture, peanuts, soybeans, and peaches.  

$600,000 $600,000 

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $35,107,005 $72,659,924 
     

  40.2. Athens/Tifton Vet laboratories 

  

Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to provide diagnostic services, educational 
outreach, and consultation for veterinarians and animal owners to ensure the safety of 
Georgia's food supply and the health of Georgia's production, equine, and companion 
animals. 

  Total Funds $4,944,522 
  Other Funds $4,944,522 
  Research Funds $4,944,522 
     

  40.3. Cooperative Extension Service 

  
Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to provide training, educational programs, 
and outreach to Georgians in agricultural, horticultural, food, and family and consumer 
sciences, and to manage the 4-H youth program for the state. 

  Total Funds $54,189,123 
  Other Funds $25,083,929 
  Agency Funds $12,083,929 
  Research Funds $13,000,000 
  State Funds $29,105,194 
  State General Funds $29,105,194 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $28,589,236 $53,673,165 
  Reduce funds for personal services.  ($362,657) ($362,657)

  Increase funds for the employer share of health insurance 
($267,701) and retiree health benefits ($406,479).  

$674,180 $674,180 

  Reflect an adjustment in the employer share of the Teachers' 
Retirement System from 10.28% to 11.41%.  

$204,435 $204,435 

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $29,105,194 $54,189,123 
     

  40.4. Enterprise Innovation Institute 
  Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to advise Georgia manufacturers, 
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entrepreneurs, and government officials on best business practices and technology-driven 
economic development, and to provide the state share to federal incentive and assistance 
programs for entrepreneurs and innovative businesses. 

  Total Funds $17,850,440 
  Other Funds $10,475,000 
  Agency Funds $10,475,000 
  State Funds $7,375,440 
  State General Funds $7,375,440 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $7,483,572 $17,958,572 
  Reduce funds for personal services and operating expenses.  ($149,671) ($149,671)

  Increase funds for the employer share of health insurance 
($17,389) and retiree health benefits ($3,459).  

$20,848 $20,848 

  Transfer funds for the Georgia Statewide Consortium of 
Technology from the Department of Labor.  

$0 $0 

  Transfer funds for Alternative Media Access Center from 
Teaching program to Enterprise Innovation Institute.  

$0 $0 

  Reflect an adjustment in the employer share of the Teachers' 
Retirement System from 10.28% to 11.41%.  

$20,691 $20,691 

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $7,375,440 $17,850,440 
     

  40.5. Forestry Cooperative Extension 

  
Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to provide funding for faculty to support 
instruction and outreach about conservation and sustainable management of forests and 
other natural resources. 

  Total Funds $1,002,786 
  Other Funds $500,000 
  Other Funds - Not Specifically Identified $24,012 
  Research Funds $475,988 
  State Funds $502,786 
  State General Funds $502,786 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $507,349 $1,007,349 
  Reduce funds for personal services.  ($10,147) ($10,147)
  Increase funds for the employer share of health insurance.  $4,026 $4,026 
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  Reflect an adjustment in the employer share of the Teachers' 
Retirement System from 10.28% to 11.41%.  

$1,558 $1,558 

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $502,786 $1,002,786 
     

  40.6. Forestry Research 

  

Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to conduct research about economically and 
environmentally sound forest resources management and to assist non-industrial forest 
landowners and natural resources professionals in complying with state and federal 
regulations. 

  Total Funds $11,530,354 
  Other Funds $8,950,426 
  Other Funds - Not Specifically Identified $950,426 
  Research Funds $8,000,000 
  State Funds $2,579,928 
  State General Funds $2,579,928 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $2,523,601 $11,474,027 

  Increase funds for the employer share of health insurance 
($28,484) and retiree health benefits ($19,271).  

$47,755 $47,755 

  Reflect an adjustment in the employer share of the Teachers' 
Retirement System from 10.28% to 11.41%.  

$8,572 $8,572 

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $2,579,928 $11,530,354 
     

  40.7. Georgia Radiation Therapy Center 

  
Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to provide care and treatment for cancer 
patients and to administer baccalaureate programs in Medical Dosimetry and Radiation 
Therapy. 

  Total Funds $3,625,810 
  Other Funds $3,625,810 
  Other Funds - Not Specifically Identified $3,625,810 
     

  40.8. Georgia Tech Research Institute 

  

Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to provide funding to laboratories and 
research centers affiliated with the Georgia Institute of Technology whose scientific, 
engineering, industrial, or policy research promotes economic development, health, and 
safety in Georgia. 

  Total Funds $229,547,142 
  Other Funds $223,917,958 
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  Research Funds $223,917,958 
  State Funds $5,629,184 
  State General Funds $5,629,184 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $5,722,356 $229,640,314 
  Reduce funds for operating expenses.  ($112,447) ($112,447)

  Increase funds for the employer share of health insurance 
($11,983) and retiree health benefits ($3,233).  

$15,216 $15,216 

  Reflect an adjustment in the employer share of the Teachers' 
Retirement System from 10.28% to 11.41%.  

$4,059 $4,059 

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $5,629,184 $229,547,142 
     

  40.9. Marine Institute 

  
Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to support research on coastal processes 
involving the unique ecosystems of the Georgia coastline and to provide access and facilities 
for graduate and undergraduate classes to conduct field research on the Georgia coast. 

  Total Funds $1,215,731 
  Other Funds $486,281 
  Agency Funds $118,633 
  Research Funds $367,648 
  State Funds $729,450 
  State General Funds $729,450 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $718,506 $1,204,787 
  Increase funds for the employer share of health insurance.  $6,649 $6,649 

  Reflect an adjustment in the employer share of the Teachers' 
Retirement System from 10.28% to 11.41%.  

$4,295 $4,295 

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $729,450 $1,215,731 
     

  40.10. Marine Resources Extension Center 

  Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to fund outreach, education, and research to 
enhance coastal environmental and economic sustainability. 

  Total Funds $2,544,650 
  Other Funds $1,345,529 
  Agency Funds $745,529 
  Research Funds $600,000 
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  State Funds $1,199,121 
  State General Funds $1,199,121 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $1,180,737 $2,526,266 
  Increase funds for the employer share of health insurance.  $9,235 $9,235 

  Reflect an adjustment in the employer share of the Teachers' 
Retirement System from 10.28% to 11.41%.  

$9,149 $9,149 

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $1,199,121 $2,544,650 
     

  40.11. Medical College of Georgia Hospital and Clinics 

  Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to provide medical education and patient care, 
including ambulatory, trauma, cancer, neonatal intensive, and emergency and express care. 

  Total Funds $29,172,642 
  State Funds $29,172,642 
  State General Funds $29,172,642 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $29,172,642 $29,172,642 
  Reduce funds for personal services.  $0 $0 
  Amount appropriated in this Act  $29,172,642 $29,172,642 
     

  40.12. Public Libraries 

  
Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to award grants from the Public Library Fund, 
promote literacy, and provide library services that facilitate access to information for all 
Georgians regardless of geographic location or special needs. 

  Total Funds $37,411,509 
  Other Funds $5,222,400 
  Agency Funds $5,222,400 
  State Funds $32,189,109 
  State General Funds $32,189,109 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $32,248,245 $37,470,645 
  Reduce funds for personal services and operating expenses.  ($644,965) ($644,965)

  Add funds to the New Directions formula based on an 
increase in state population.  

$394,218 $394,218 
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  Increase funds for the employer share of health insurance.  $4,494 $4,494 

  Reflect an adjustment in the employer share of the Teachers' 
Retirement System from 10.28% to 11.41%.  

$187,117 $187,117 

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $32,189,109 $37,411,509 
     

  40.13. Public Service/Special Funding Initiatives 

  Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to fund leadership, service, and education 
initiatives that require funding beyond what is provided by formula. 

  Total Funds $18,843,915 
  State Funds $18,843,915 
  State General Funds $18,843,915 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $11,946,374 $11,946,374 
  Reduce funds for personal services and operating expenses.  ($220,927) ($220,927)

  Eliminate funds for the Georgia Leadership Institute 
($600,000) and Accountability Plus ($300,000).  

($900,000) ($900,000)

  Redirect funds from ICAPP Health to Health Professions 
Initiative ($585,574).(G: YES)  

$0 $0 

  Provide funds for the Health Professions Initiative to address 
graduate medical and graduate nursing education.  

$3,644,426 $3,644,426 

  Provide funds for cancer research to the Georgia Health 
Sciences University Cancer Center.  

$5,000,000 $5,000,000 

  Transfer funds for GALILEO from Public Service/Special 
Funding Initiatives to Regents Central Office.  

($2,582,940) ($2,582,940)

  
Transfer funds for Fort Valley Land Grant Match from 
Teaching program to Public Service/Special Funding 
Initiatives.  

$2,514,026 $2,514,026 

  
Transfer funds from the HBCU-Mission Related program for 
Savannah State and Albany State Universities from Public 
Service/Special Funding Initiatives to Teaching Program.  

($557,044) ($557,044)

  
Redirect funds from the HBCU-Mission Related program for 
Fort Valley to the institution's land grant match 
($929,839).(G:YES)  

$0 $0 

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $18,843,915 $18,843,915 
     

  40.14. Regents Central Office 

  
Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to provide administrative support to 
institutions of the University System of Georgia and to fund membership in the Southern 
Regional Education Board. 
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  Total Funds $8,231,266 
  State Funds $8,231,266 
  State General Funds $8,231,266 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $5,596,860 $5,596,860 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$17,712 $17,712 

  Reflect an adjustment in the workers' compensation 
premium.  

($34,382) ($34,382)

  Reflect an adjustment in unemployment insurance premiums. ($2,060) ($2,060)
  Increase funds for general liability premiums.  $11,383 $11,383 

  
Reduce funds to the Southern Regional Education Board 
(SREB) to reflect the actual contract amount for slots in the 
Regional Contract and Doctoral Scholars programs.  

($4,726) ($4,726)

  Fund increase in SREB dues with existing funds.  $105,000 $105,000 
  Reduce funds for personal services. ($89,708) ($89,708)
  Increase funds for the employer share of health insurance. $26,778 $26,778 

  Transfer funds for GALILEO from Public Service/Special 
Funding Initiatives to Regents Central Office.  

$2,582,940 $2,582,940 

  Reflect an adjustment in the employer share of the Teachers' 
Retirement System from 10.28% to 11.41%.  

$21,469 $21,469 

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $8,231,266 $8,231,266 
     

  40.15. Research Consortium 

  
Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to support research and development activities 
at Georgia's research universities and other university-based initiatives with economic 
development missions and close ties to Georgia's strategic industries. 

  Total Funds $6,293,244 
  State Funds $6,293,244 
  State General Funds $6,293,244 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $6,421,678 $6,421,678 
  Reflect changes to the purpose statement. (G:YES)  $0 $0 
  Reduce funds for personal services and operating expenses. ($128,434) ($128,434)
  Amount appropriated in this Act  $6,293,244 $6,293,244 
     



 WEDNESDAY, MARCH 7, 2012 2439 

  40.16. Skidaway Institute of Oceanography 

  Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to fund research and educational programs 
regarding marine and ocean science and aquatic environments. 

  Total Funds $4,779,305 
  Other Funds $3,550,000 
  Agency Funds $900,000 
  Research Funds $2,650,000 
  State Funds $1,229,305 
  State General Funds $1,229,305 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $1,230,101 $4,780,101 
  Reduce funds for personal services. ($24,602) ($24,602)

  Increase funds for the employer share of health insurance 
($7,433) and retiree health benefits ($8,578). 

$16,011 $16,011 

  Reflect an adjustment in the employer share of the Teachers' 
Retirement System from 10.28% to 11.41%. 

$7,795 $7,795 

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $1,229,305 $4,779,305 
     

  40.17. Teaching 

  
Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to provide funds to the Board of Regents for 
annual allocations to University System of Georgia institutions for student instruction and to 
establish and operate other initiatives that promote, support, or extend student learning. 

  Total Funds $5,649,583,001 
  Other Funds $4,018,392,206 
  Agency Funds $2,285,039,426 
  Research Funds $1,733,352,780 
  State Funds $1,631,190,795 
  State General Funds $1,631,190,795 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $1,553,790,529 $5,572,182,735 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$152,551 $152,551 

  Reflect an adjustment in the workers' compensation 
premium.  

($628,552) ($628,552)

  Reflect an adjustment in unemployment insurance premiums. $473,721 $473,721 
  Increase funds for general liability premiums.  $5,385,304 $5,385,304 
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  Reduce funds for personal services and operating expenses.  ($35,286,153) ($35,286,153)

  
Provide funds for enrollment growth based on a 3.05% 
increase in semester credit hours and operating expenses 
related to additional square footage.  

$76,380,166 $76,380,166 

  Increase funds for the employer share of health insurance 
($10,985,748) and retiree health benefits ($5,683,199).  

$16,668,947 $16,668,947 

  

Transfer the Herty Advanced Materials Development Center 
program from Economic Development to the Board of 
Regents and provide funds to Georgia Southern University 
for maintenance and operations.  

$614,773 $614,773 

  
Adjust debt service payback amount for parking decks at 
Georgia Tech ($507,638) and Georgia State University 
($323,042).  

$830,680 $830,680 

  
Transfer funds for Fort Valley Land Grant Match from 
Teaching program to Public Service/Special Funding 
Initiatives.  

($2,514,026) ($2,514,026)

  
Transfer funds from the HBCU Mission-Related program for 
Savannah State and Albany State Universities from Public 
Service/Special Funding Initiatives to the Teaching Program. 

$557,044 $557,044 

  Transfer funds for Alternative Media Access Center from 
Teaching program to the Enterprise Innovation Institute.  

$127,613 $127,613 

  Reflect an adjustment in the employer share of the Teachers' 
Retirement System from 10.28% to 11.41%. 

$14,613,198 $14,613,198 

  
Provide funds for the Southern Legislative Conference's 
(SLC) Center for Advancement of Leadership Skills (CALS) 
program at Georgia State University.  

$25,000 $25,000 

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $1,631,190,795 $5,649,583,001 
     

  40.18. Veterinary Medicine Experiment Station 

  

Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to coordinate and conduct research at the 
University of Georgia on animal disease problems of present and potential concern to 
Georgia's livestock and poultry industries and to provide training and education in disease 
research, surveillance, and intervention. 

  Total Funds $2,546,463 
  State Funds $2,546,463 
  State General Funds $2,546,463 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $2,542,873 $2,542,873 
  Reduce funds for operating expenses.  ($23,383) ($23,383)
  Increase funds for the employer share of health insurance. $15,020 $15,020 
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  Reflect an adjustment in the employer share of the Teachers' 
Retirement System from 10.28% to 11.41%. 

$11,953 $11,953 

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $2,546,463 $2,546,463 
     

  40.19. Veterinary Medicine Teaching Hospital 

  

Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to provide clinical instruction for veterinary 
medicine students, support research that enhances the health and welfare of production and 
companion animals in Georgia, and address the shortage of veterinarians in Georgia and the 
nation. 

  Total Funds $10,050,990 
  Other Funds $9,621,951 
  Agency Funds $9,621,951 
  State Funds $429,039 
  State General Funds $429,039 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $433,774 $10,055,725 
  Reduce funds for personal services. ($8,675) ($8,675)
  Increase funds for the employer share of health insurance. $3,940 $3,940 
  Amount appropriated in this Act  $429,039 $10,050,990 
  
  The following appropriations are for agencies attached for administrative purposes. 
     

  40.20. Payments to Georgia Military College 

  
Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to provide quality basic education funding for 
grades six through twelve at Georgia Military College's Junior Military College and 
preparatory school. 

  Total Funds $2,339,951 
  State Funds $2,339,951 
  State General Funds $2,339,951 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $2,317,107 $2,317,107 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$1,756 $1,756 

  Reflect an adjustment in the workers' compensation 
premium.  

$20,125 $20,125 

  Reflect an adjustment in unemployment insurance premiums. $11,586 $11,586 
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  Increase funds for general liability premiums.  $16,324 $16,324 

  Reduce funds for the Prep School ($32,024) and the Junior 
College ($14,318). 

($46,342) ($46,342)

  Reflect an adjustment in the employer share of the Teachers' 
Retirement System from 10.28% to 11.41%. 

$19,395 $19,395 

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $2,339,951 $2,339,951 
     

  40.21. Payments to Georgia Public Telecommunications Commission 

  
Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to create, produce, and distribute high quality 
programs and services that educate, inform, and entertain audiences, and enrich the quality 
of their lives.  

  Total Funds $12,800,843 
  State Funds $12,800,843 
  State General Funds $12,800,843 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $12,431,297 $12,431,297 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$73,234 $73,234 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$106,529 $106,529 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in PeopleSoft billings. $4,333 $4,333 

  
Redirect state general funds supporting employee parking 
spaces to pay for escalated costs associated with the 
Discovery Education contract ($57,763).  

$0 $0 

  Eliminate one full-time position and one part-time position to 
reflect the agency reorganization.  

($205,769) ($205,769)

  Eliminate one-time funds to broadcast the Georgia Music 
Hall of Fame Awards Show. 

($50,000) ($50,000)

  Reduce funds for operating expenses.  $470,500 $470,500 

  Eliminate state general funds supporting employee parking 
spaces. 

($11,357) ($11,357)

  Eliminate funds for professional association memberships. ($19,001) ($19,001)

  Reflect an adjustment in the employer share of the Teachers' 
Retirement System from 10.28% to 11.41%. 

$1,077 $1,077 

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $12,800,843 $12,800,843 
   
  

Section 41: Revenue, Department of 
  Total Funds $168,667,834 
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  Federal Funds and Grants $187,422 
  Federal Funds Not Specifically Identified $187,422 
  Other Funds $27,860,471 
  Agency Funds $19,293,471 
  Other Funds - Not Specifically Identified $8,567,000 
  State Funds $140,394,361 
  State General Funds $140,244,361 
  Tobacco Settlement Funds $150,000 
  Intra-State Government Transfers $225,580 
  Other Intra-State Government Payments $225,580 
     

  41.1. Customer Service 

  
Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to provide assistance to customer inquiries 
about the administration of individual income tax, sales and use tax, withholding tax, 
corporate tax, motor fuel and motor carrier taxes, and all registration functions. 

  Total Funds $14,193,976 
  Other Funds $125,000 
  Agency Funds $125,000 
  State Funds $13,843,396 
  State General Funds $13,843,396 
  Intra-State Government Transfers $225,580 
  Other Intra-State Government Payments $225,580 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $14,278,632 $14,629,212 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$101,396 $101,396 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$159,614 $159,614 

  Reflect an adjustment in telecommunications expenses.  ($435,572) ($435,572)

  Reflect an adjustment in the workers' compensation 
premium.  

($14,879) ($14,879)

  Reflect an adjustment in unemployment insurance premiums. ($11,197) ($11,197)
  Increase funds for general liability premiums.  $4,935 $4,935 
  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in PeopleSoft billings. $1,510 $1,510 

  Reduce funds for the State Personnel Administration 
assessment by $64 per position from $137 to $73.  

($7,621) ($7,621)
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Provide funds for operational costs associated with the 
implementation of a tax fraud detection and prevention 
system. 

$288,000 $288,000 

  
Transfer funds and four positions for regulation of alcohol 
licensing to Industry Regulation to better align budget and 
expenditures. 

($136,422) ($136,422)

  Eliminate funding for the courtesy postage-paid envelopes 
included with notices sent to taxpayers.  

($385,000) ($385,000)

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $13,843,396 $14,193,976 
     

  41.2. Departmental Administration 

  
Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to administer and enforce the tax laws of the 
State of Georgia and provide general support services to the operating programs of the 
Department of Revenue. 

  Total Funds $6,993,779 
  Other Funds $484,210 
  Agency Funds $484,210 
  State Funds $6,509,569 
  State General Funds $6,509,569 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $7,684,788 $8,168,998 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$75,003 $75,003 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$111,730 $111,730 

  Reflect an adjustment in telecommunications expenses.  ($96,794) ($96,794)

  Reflect an adjustment in the workers' compensation 
premium.  

($10,415) ($10,415)

  Reflect an adjustment in unemployment insurance premiums. ($7,838) ($7,838)
  Increase funds for general liability premiums.  $3,454 $3,454 
  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in PeopleSoft billings. $1,057 $1,057 

  Reduce funds for the State Personnel Administration 
assessment by $64 per position from $137 to $73.  

($5,335) ($5,335)

  Transfer funds, 11 positions and six vehicles to the Office of 
Special Investigation to align budget and expenditures.  

($561,432) ($561,432)

  
Transfer funds and three positions to Motor Vehicles 
Registration and Titling to align budget expenditures 
associated with relocation of Tradeport offices. 

($148,620) ($148,620)



 WEDNESDAY, MARCH 7, 2012 2445 

  Transfer funds and four positions to the Office of Tax Policy 
to align budget and expenditures.  

($311,779) ($311,779)

  Reduce funding for personal services due to attrition. ($160,000) ($160,000)

  Reduce funds for personal services and maintain a current 
vacancy.  

($64,250) ($64,250)

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $6,509,569 $6,993,779 
     

  41.3. Forestland Protection Grants 

  

Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to provide reimbursement for preferential 
assessment of qualifying conservation use forestland to counties, municipalities, and school 
districts pursuant to O.C.G.A. § 48-5A-2, the “Forestland Protection Act,” created by HB 
1211 and HB 1276 during the 2008 legislative session. 

  Total Funds $14,184,250 
  State Funds $14,184,250 
  State General Funds $14,184,250 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $14,584,551 $14,584,551 
  Reduce funds to meet actual expenditures.  ($400,301) ($400,301)
  Amount appropriated in this Act  $14,184,250 $14,184,250 
     

  41.4. Fraud Detection and Prevention 

  Purpose:  The purpose of this program is to identify and prevent tax fraud and protect 
Georgia citizens from identity theft through the use of fraud analytical tools. 

  Total Funds $4,900,000 
  State Funds $4,900,000 
  State General Funds $4,900,000 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $0 $0 

  Provide funds for the implementation of a tax fraud detection 
and prevention system. 

$4,900,000 $4,900,000 

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $4,900,000 $4,900,000 
     

  41.5. Industry Regulation 

  
Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to provide regulation of the distribution, sale, 
and consumption of alcoholic beverages, tobacco products; ensure all coin-operated 
amusement machines are properly licensed and decaled; and conduct checkpoints in areas 
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where reports indicate the use of dyed fuels in on-road vehicles. 
  Total Funds $6,057,759 
  Federal Funds and Grants $187,422
  Federal Funds Not Specifically Identified $187,422 
  Other Funds $2,588,503 
  Agency Funds $1,091,503 
  Other Funds - Not Specifically Identified $1,497,000 
  State Funds $3,281,834 
  State General Funds $3,131,834 
  Tobacco Settlement Funds $150,000 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $2,788,968 $5,864,893 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$38,660 $38,660 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$79,807 $79,807 

  Reflect an adjustment in telecommunications expenses.  ($48,397) ($48,397)

  Reflect an adjustment in the workers' compensation 
premium.  

($7,439) ($7,439)

  Reflect an adjustment in unemployment insurance premiums. ($5,598) ($5,598)
  Increase funds for general liability premiums.  $2,467 $2,467 
  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in PeopleSoft billings. $755 $755 

  Reduce funds for the State Personnel Administration 
assessment by $64 per position from $137 to $73.  

($3,811) ($3,811)

  
Provide state funds to replace fees required to be remitted to 
the Office of the State Treasurer, pursuant to the State of 
Georgia 2011 Budgetary Compliance Report.  

$300,000 $0 

  
Transfer funds and four positions for regulation of alcohol 
licensing from Customer Service to better align budget and 
expenditures.  

$136,422 $136,422 

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $3,281,834 $6,057,759 
     

  41.6. Local Government Services 

  Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to assist local tax officials with the 
administration of state tax laws and administer the unclaimed property unit. 

  Total Funds $4,489,038 
  Other Funds $2,670,000 
  Agency Funds $200,000 
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  Other Funds - Not Specifically Identified $2,470,000 
  State Funds $1,819,038 
  State General Funds $1,819,038 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $2,270,247 $4,940,247 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$32,228 $32,228 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$63,846 $63,846 

  Reflect an adjustment in telecommunications expenses.  ($290,381) ($290,381)

  Reflect an adjustment in the workers' compensation 
premium.  

($5,952) ($5,952)

  Reflect an adjustment in unemployment insurance premiums. ($4,479) ($4,479)
  Increase funds for general liability premiums.  $1,974 $1,974 
  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in PeopleSoft billings. $604 $604 

  Reduce funds for the State Personnel Administration 
assessment by $64 per position from $137 to $73.  

($3,049) ($3,049)

  Realize savings in rent through office consolidation.  ($200,000) ($200,000)
  Reduce funds for contracts. ($36,000) ($36,000)
  Reduce funding for operating expenses. ($10,000) ($10,000)
  Amount appropriated in this Act  $1,819,038 $4,489,038 
     

  41.7. Local Tax Officials Retirement and FICA 

  Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to provide state retirement benefits and 
employer share of FICA to local tax officials. 

  Total Funds $9,232,474 
  State Funds $9,232,474 
  State General Funds $9,232,474 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $6,984,996 $6,984,996 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$1,631,535 $1,631,535 

  
Provide funds to pay the Employees' Retirement System of 
Georgia (ERS) for the liability on local tax officials' 
retirement benefits covering FY 2013. 

$615,943 $615,943 

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $9,232,474 $9,232,474 
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  41.8. Motor Vehicle Registration and Titling 

  
Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to establish motor vehicle ownership by 
maintaining title and registration records and validate rebuilt vehicles for road-worthiness 
for new title issuance. 

  Total Funds $15,070,973 
  Other Funds $4,981,765 
  Agency Funds $3,881,765 
  Other Funds - Not Specifically Identified $1,100,000 
  State Funds $10,089,208 
  State General Funds $10,089,208 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $4,493,717 $16,475,482 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$94,521 $94,521 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$111,730 $111,730 

  Reflect an adjustment in telecommunications expenses.  ($1,500,303) ($1,500,303)

  Reflect an adjustment in the workers' compensation 
premium.  

($10,415) ($10,415)

  Reflect an adjustment in unemployment insurance premiums. ($7,838) ($7,838)
  Increase funds for general liability premiums.  $3,454 $3,454 
  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in PeopleSoft billings. $1,057 $1,057 

  Reduce funds for the State Personnel Administration 
assessment by $64 per position from $137 to $73.  

($5,335) ($5,335)

  Transfer funds and three positions from Departmental 
Administration to better align budget and expenditures.  

$148,620 $148,620 

  Reduce funds for freight.  ($30,000) ($30,000)
  Realize savings in rent through office consolidation. ($200,000) ($200,000)
  Reduce funds in operating expenses for postage.  ($10,000) ($10,000)

  
Provide state funds to replace fees required to be remitted to 
the Office of the State Treasurer, pursuant to the State of 
Georgia 2011 Budgetary Compliance Report.  

$7,000,000 $0 

  
Utilize other funds from the purchase of tag data to provide 
the initial step for a three-year replacement schedule for 
county GRATIS printers and maintenance ($500,000).  

$0 $0 

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $10,089,208 $15,070,973 
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  41.9. Office of Special Investigations 

  

Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to investigate fraudulent taxpayer and 
criminal activities involving Department efforts. Additionally, $677,000 is specifically 
appropriated for six Special Investigation Agents and four Fraud Detection Group Financial 
Analysts to enhance revenue collections. 

  Total Funds $3,710,891 
  State Funds $3,710,891 
  State General Funds $3,710,891 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $2,736,081 $2,736,081 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$23,067 $23,067 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$47,884 $47,884 

  Reflect an adjustment in telecommunications expenses.  ($48,397) ($48,397)

  Reflect an adjustment in the workers' compensation 
premium.  

($4,464) ($4,464)

  Reflect an adjustment in unemployment insurance premiums. ($3,359) ($3,359)
  Increase funds for general liability premiums.  $1,480 $1,480 
  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in PeopleSoft billings. $453 $453 

  Reduce funds for the State Personnel Administration 
assessment by $64 per position from $137 to $73.  

($2,286) ($2,286)

  
Transfer funds, 11 positions and six vehicles from 
Departmental Administration to align budget and 
expenditures. 

$561,432 $561,432 

  
Provide funds for operational costs associated with the 
implementation of a tax fraud detection and prevention 
system. 

$399,000 $399,000 

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $3,710,891 $3,710,891 
     

  41.10. Revenue Processing 

  
Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to ensure that all tax payments are received, 
credited, and deposited according to sound business practices and the law, and to ensure that 
all tax returns are reviewed and recorded to accurately update taxpayer information. 

  Total Funds $14,243,359 
  State Funds $14,243,359 
  State General Funds $14,243,359 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  
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  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $14,342,762 $14,342,762 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$76,576 $76,576 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$95,769 $95,769 

  Reflect an adjustment in telecommunications expenses.  ($48,397) ($48,397)

  Reflect an adjustment in the workers' compensation 
premium.  

($8,927) ($8,927)

  Reflect an adjustment in unemployment insurance premiums. ($6,718) ($6,718)
  Increase funds for general liability premiums.  $2,961 $2,961 
  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in PeopleSoft billings. $906 $906 

  Reduce funds for the State Personnel Administration 
assessment by $64 per position from $137 to $73.  

($4,573) ($4,573)

  Realize savings in rent through office consolidation.  ($200,000) ($200,000)

  Reduce funding for operating expenses for postage 
($110,000) and software ($10,000).  

($120,000) ($120,000)

  
Provide funds for operational costs associated with the 
implementation of a tax fraud detection and prevention 
system. 

$113,000 $113,000 

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $14,243,359 $14,243,359 
     

  41.11. Tax Compliance 

  Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to audit tax accounts, ensure compliance, and 
collect on delinquent accounts. 

  Total Funds $52,091,293 
  Other Funds $16,610,993 
  Agency Funds $13,110,993 
  Other Funds - Not Specifically Identified $3,500,000 
  State Funds $35,480,300 
  State General Funds $35,480,300 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $35,515,536 $52,126,529 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$352,192 $352,192 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$654,419 $654,419 

  Reflect an adjustment in telecommunications expenses.  ($387,175) ($387,175)
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  Reflect an adjustment in the workers' compensation 
premium.  

($61,003) ($61,003)

  Reflect an adjustment in unemployment insurance premiums. ($45,906) ($45,906)
  Increase funds for general liability premiums.  $20,233 $20,233 
  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in PeopleSoft billings. $6,189 $6,189 

  Reduce funds for the State Personnel Administration 
assessment by $64 per position from $137 to $73.  

($31,248) ($31,248)

  Reduce state funds and utilize FIFA funds to hire three 
vacant out-of-state auditor positions.  

($299,300) ($299,300)

  Reduce state funds and utilize FIFA funds to hire five vacant 
revenue agent positions.  

($243,637) ($243,637)

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $35,480,300 $52,091,293 
     

  41.12. Tax Policy 

  

Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to conduct all administrative appeals of tax 
assessments; draft regulations for taxes collected by the department; support the State Board 
of Equalization; and draft letter rulings and provide research and analysis related to all tax 
law and policy inquiries. 

  Total Funds $2,010,939 
  Other Funds $400,000 
  Agency Funds $400,000 
  State Funds $1,610,939 
  State General Funds $1,610,939 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $1,460,248 $1,860,248 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$22,791 $22,791 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$47,884 $47,884 

  Reflect an adjustment in telecommunications expenses.  ($193,587) ($193,587)

  Reflect an adjustment in the workers' compensation 
premium.  

($4,464) ($4,464)

  Reflect an adjustment in unemployment insurance premiums. ($3,359) ($3,359)
  Increase funds for general liability premiums.  $1,480 $1,480 
  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in PeopleSoft billings. $453 $453 

  Reduce funds for the State Personnel Administration 
assessment by $64 per position from $137 to $73.  

($2,286) ($2,286)
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  Transfer funds and four positions from Departmental 
Administration to align budget and expenditures.  

$311,779 $311,779 

  Reduce funds for contracts. ($30,000) ($30,000)
  Amount appropriated in this Act  $1,610,939 $2,010,939 
     

  41.13. Technology Support Services 

  Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to support the department in information 
technology and provide electronic filing services to taxpayers. 

  Total Funds $21,489,103 
  State Funds $21,489,103 
  State General Funds $21,489,103 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $23,060,243 $23,060,243 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$172,955 $172,955 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$223,460 $223,460 

  Reflect an adjustment in telecommunications expenses.  ($1,790,684) ($1,790,684)

  Reflect an adjustment in the workers' compensation 
premium.  

($20,830) ($20,830)

  Reflect an adjustment in unemployment insurance premiums. ($15,675) ($15,675)
  Increase funds for general liability premiums.  $6,911 $6,911 
  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in PeopleSoft billings. $2,111 $2,111 

  Reduce funds for the State Personnel Administration 
assessment by $64 per position from $137 to $73.  

($10,670) ($10,670)

  Reduce state funds and replace with FIFA funds for two 
contract positions.  

($208,718) ($208,718)

  
Provide funds for operational costs associated with the 
implementation of a tax fraud detection and prevention 
system. 

$70,000 $70,000 

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $21,489,103 $21,489,103 
   
  

Section 42: Secretary of State 
  Total Funds $32,627,206 
  Federal Funds and Grants $85,000 
  Federal Funds Not Specifically Identified $85,000 
  Other Funds $1,557,183 
  Other Funds - Not Specifically Identified $1,121,412 
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  Records Center Storage Fee $435,771 
  State Funds $30,985,023 
  State General Funds $30,985,023 
     

  42.1. Archives and Records 

  

Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to maintain the state's archives; document and 
interpret the history of the Georgia State Capitol building; and assist State Agencies with 
adequately documenting their activities, administering their records management programs, 
scheduling their records, and transferring their non-current records to the State Records 
Center. 

  Total Funds $5,035,388 
  Other Funds $532,671 
  Other Funds - Not Specifically Identified $96,900 
  Records Center Storage Fee $435,771 
  State Funds $4,502,717 
  State General Funds $4,502,717 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $4,313,024 $4,845,695 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$22,222 $22,222 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$53,256 $53,256 

  Reflect an adjustment in telecommunications expenses.  $6,831 $6,831 

  Reflect an adjustment in the workers' compensation 
premium.  

($8,432) ($8,432)

  Reflect an adjustment in unemployment insurance premiums. $15,518 $15,518 
  Increase funds for general liability premiums.  $37,367 $37,367 
  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in PeopleSoft billings. $1,129 $1,129 

  Reduce funds for the State Personnel Administration 
assessment by $64 per position from $137 to $73.  

($5,698) ($5,698)

  Provide funding to allow the State Archives building to 
remain open to the public one additional half-day per week.  

$67,500 $67,500 

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $4,502,717 $5,035,388 
     

  42.2. Corporations 

  
Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to accept and review filings made pursuant to 
statutes; to issue certifications of records on file; and to provide general information to the 
public on all filed entities. 
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  Total Funds $1,993,975 
  Other Funds $739,512 
  Other Funds - Not Specifically Identified $739,512 
  State Funds $1,254,463 
  State General Funds $1,254,463 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $1,231,461 $1,970,973 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$19,087 $19,087 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$15,206 $15,206 

  Reflect an adjustment in telecommunications expenses.  $1,950 $1,950 

  Reflect an adjustment in the workers' compensation 
premium.  

($2,407) ($2,407)

  Reflect an adjustment in unemployment insurance premiums. $4,431 $4,431 
  Increase funds for general liability premiums.  $10,669 $10,669 
  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in PeopleSoft billings. $322 $322 

  Reduce funds for the State Personnel Administration 
assessment by $64 per position from $137 to $73.  

($1,627) ($1,627)

  Reduce funds for personal services. ($24,629) ($24,629)
  Amount appropriated in this Act  $1,254,463 $1,993,975 
     

  42.3. Elections 

  

Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to administer all duties imposed upon the 
Secretary of State by providing all required filing and public information services, performing 
all certification and commissioning duties required by law, and assisting candidates, local 
governments, and citizens in interpreting and complying with all election, voter registration, 
and financial disclosure laws. 

  Total Funds $4,912,987 
  Federal Funds and Grants $85,000 
  Federal Funds Not Specifically Identified $85,000 
  Other Funds $50,000 
  Other Funds - Not Specifically Identified $50,000 
  State Funds $4,777,987 
  State General Funds $4,777,987 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  
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  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $4,648,857 $4,783,857 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$21,376 $21,376 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$57,403 $57,403 

  Reflect an adjustment in telecommunications expenses.  $7,362 $7,362 

  Reflect an adjustment in the workers' compensation 
premium.  

($9,088) ($9,088)

  Reflect an adjustment in unemployment insurance premiums. $16,726 $16,726 
  Increase funds for general liability premiums.  $40,277 $40,277 
  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in PeopleSoft billings. $1,216 $1,216 

  Reduce funds for the State Personnel Administration 
assessment by $64 per position from $137 to $73.  

($6,142) ($6,142)

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $4,777,987 $4,912,987 
     

  42.4. Office Administration 

  Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to provide administrative support to the Office 
of Secretary of State and its attached agencies. 

  Total Funds $6,117,704 
  Other Funds $15,000 
  Other Funds - Not Specifically Identified $15,000 
  State Funds $6,102,704 
  State General Funds $6,102,704 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $5,766,114 $5,781,114 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$71,629 $71,629 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$71,199 $71,199 

  Reflect an adjustment in telecommunications expenses.  $9,131 $9,131 

  Reflect an adjustment in the workers' compensation 
premium.  

($11,273) ($11,273)

  Reflect an adjustment in unemployment insurance premiums. $20,746 $20,746 
  Increase funds for general liability premiums.  $49,957 $49,957 
  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in PeopleSoft billings. $1,509 $1,509 

  Reduce funds for the State Personnel Administration 
assessment by $64 per position from $137 to $73.  

($7,618) ($7,618)
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  Reduce funds for operating expenses.  ($265,322) ($265,322)

  
Fund eight positions to increase enforcement in the 
professional licensing boards and recognize revenues 
generated from fines due to licensing violations.  

$396,632 $396,632 

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $6,102,704 $6,117,704 
     

  42.5. Professional Licensing Boards 

  Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to protect the public health and welfare by 
supporting all operations of Boards which license professions. 

  Total Funds $7,131,282 
  Other Funds $150,000 
  Other Funds - Not Specifically Identified $150,000 
  State Funds $6,981,282 
  State General Funds $6,981,282 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $6,827,104 $6,977,104 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$75,476 $75,476 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$84,300 $84,300 

  Reflect an adjustment in telecommunications expenses.  $10,812 $10,812 

  Reflect an adjustment in the workers' compensation 
premium.  

($13,347) ($13,347)

  Reflect an adjustment in unemployment insurance premiums. $24,564 $24,564 
  Increase funds for general liability premiums.  $59,149 $59,149 
  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in PeopleSoft billings. $1,786 $1,786 

  Reduce funds for the State Personnel Administration 
assessment by $64 per position from $137 to $73.  

($9,020) ($9,020)

  Reduce funds for personal services. ($136,542) ($136,542)

  Provide funds to the Georgia Board of Pharmacy for 
operations and the administration of exams.  

$30,000 $30,000 

  Provide one-time funds for the revision of the mandatory 
surveys required for RN, APRN and LPN license renewals.  

$27,000 $27,000 

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $6,981,282 $7,131,282 
     

  42.6. Securities  

  Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to provide for the administration and 
enforcement of the Georgia Securities Act, the Georgia Charitable Solicitations Act, and the 
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Georgia Cemetery Act. Functions under each act include registration, examinations, 
investigation, and administrative enforcement actions. 

  Total Funds $879,228 
  Other Funds $50,000 
  Other Funds - Not Specifically Identified $50,000 
  State Funds $829,228 
  State General Funds $829,228 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $819,685 $869,685 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$7,478 $7,478 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$10,121 $10,121 

  Reflect an adjustment in telecommunications expenses.  $1,298 $1,298 

  Reflect an adjustment in the workers' compensation 
premium.  

($1,602) ($1,602)

  Reflect an adjustment in unemployment insurance premiums. $2,949 $2,949 
  Increase funds for general liability premiums.  $7,102 $7,102 
  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in PeopleSoft billings. $214 $214 

  Reduce funds for the State Personnel Administration 
assessment by $64 per position from $137 to $73.  

($1,083) ($1,083)

  Reduce funds for personal services. ($16,934) ($16,934)
  Amount appropriated in this Act  $829,228 $879,228 
  
  The following appropriations are for agencies attached for administrative purposes. 
     

  42.7. Georgia Commission on the Holocaust 

  
Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to teach the lessons of the Holocaust to present 
and future generations of Georgians in order to create an awareness of the enormity of the 
crimes of prejudice and inhumanity. 

  Total Funds $267,069 
  Other Funds $20,000 
  Other Funds - Not Specifically Identified $20,000 
  State Funds $247,069 
  State General Funds $247,069 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  
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  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $242,403 $262,403 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$3,795 $3,795 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$5,689 $5,689 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in PeopleSoft billings. $30 $30 
  Reduce funding for operating expenses. ($4,848) ($4,848)
  Amount appropriated in this Act  $247,069 $267,069 
     

  42.8. Georgia Drugs and Narcotics Agency 

  
Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to protect the health, safety, and welfare of the 
general public by providing an enforcement presence to oversee all laws and regulations 
pertaining to controlled substances and dangerous drugs. 

  Total Funds $1,953,060 
  State Funds $1,953,060 
  State General Funds $1,953,060 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $1,950,515 $1,950,515 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$19,553 $19,553 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$28,840 $28,840 

  Reflect an adjustment in telecommunications expenses.  $18,411 $18,411 
  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in PeopleSoft billings. $286 $286 
  Reduce funding for personal services. ($64,545) ($64,545)
  Amount appropriated in this Act  $1,953,060 $1,953,060 
     

  42.9. Georgia Government Transparency and Campaign Finance Commission 

  

Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to protect the integrity of the democratic 
process, and ensure compliance by candidates, public officials, non-candidate campaign 
committees, lobbyists, and vendors with Georgia's Campaign and Financial Disclosure 
requirements. 

  Total Funds $1,392,714 
  State Funds $1,392,714 
  State General Funds $1,392,714 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  
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  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $1,084,145 $1,084,145 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$13,773 $13,773 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$19,072 $19,072 

  Reflect an adjustment in telecommunications expenses.  $491 $491 
  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in PeopleSoft billings. $233 $233 

  
Increase funds for anticipated mailing costs associated with 
the Georgia Government Transparency and Campaign 
Finance Act. 

$25,000 $25,000 

  Provide one-time funds for IT upgrades to address challenges 
to systems due to an increase in traffic.  

$250,000 $250,000 

  Utilize existing funds for a data programmer.  $0 $0 

  Utilize up to $2,800 in existing funds to provide training for 
local governments and officials.  

$0 $0 

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $1,392,714 $1,392,714 
     

  42.10. Real Estate Commission 

  
Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to administer the license law for real estate 
brokers and salespersons, and provide administrative support to the Georgia Real Estate 
Appraisers Board in their administration of the Real Estate Appraisal. 

  Total Funds $2,943,799 
  State Funds $2,943,799 
  State General Funds $2,943,799 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $2,929,545 $2,929,545 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$31,276 $31,276 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$45,694 $45,694 

  Reflect an adjustment in telecommunications expenses.  ($4,662) ($4,662)
  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in PeopleSoft billings. $537 $537 

  Reduce funding for contractual services based on reduced 
workload. 

($58,591) ($58,591)

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $2,943,799 $2,943,799 
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Section 43: Soil and Water Conservation Commission 
  Total Funds $9,926,138 
  Federal Funds and Grants $2,070,034 
  Federal Funds Not Specifically Identified $2,070,034 
  Other Funds $628,335 
  Other Funds - Not Specifically Identified $628,335 
  State Funds $2,652,481 
  State General Funds $2,652,481 
  Intra-State Government Transfers $709,467 
  Other Intra-State Government Payments $709,467 
     

  43.1. Commission Administration 

  Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to protect, conserve, and improve the soil and 
water resources of the State of Georgia. 

  Total Funds $744,781 
  State Funds $744,781 
  State General Funds $744,781 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $721,339 $721,339 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$10,370 $10,370 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$14,209 $14,209 

  Reflect an adjustment in telecommunications expenses.  ($1,800) ($1,800)

  Reflect an adjustment in the workers' compensation 
premium.  

$202 $202 

  Reflect an adjustment in unemployment insurance premiums. ($281) ($281)
  Increase funds for general liability premiums.  $640 $640 
  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in PeopleSoft billings. $102 $102 
  Amount appropriated in this Act  $744,781 $744,781 
     

  43.2. Conservation of Agricultural Water Supplies 

  

Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to conserve ground and surface water in 
Georgia by increasing the uniformity and efficiency of agricultural water irrigation systems, 
by installing meters on sites with permits for agricultural use to obtain data on agricultural 
water usage, and by administering the use of federal funds to construct and renovate 
agricultural water catchments. 

  Total Funds $2,561,016 
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  Federal Funds and Grants $1,730,528 
  Federal Funds Not Specifically Identified $1,730,528 
  Other Funds $592,251 
  Other Funds - Not Specifically Identified $592,251 
  State Funds $238,237 
  State General Funds $238,237 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $233,535 $2,556,314 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$2,010 $2,010 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$2,842 $2,842 

  Reflect an adjustment in telecommunications expenses.  ($279) ($279)

  Reflect an adjustment in the workers' compensation 
premium.  

$132 $132 

  Reflect an adjustment in unemployment insurance premiums. ($175) ($175)
  Increase funds for general liability premiums.  $148 $148 
  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in PeopleSoft billings. $24 $24 

  Reduce funds for personal services to reflect projected 
expenditures.  

$0 $0 

  Reduce funds for operating expenses.  $0 $0 
  Amount appropriated in this Act  $238,237 $2,561,016 
     

  43.3. Conservation of Soil and Water Resources 

  

Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to conserve Georgia's rural and urban natural 
resources by providing grants to encourage the reduction of erosion and other non-point 
source pollution from agricultural lands, by providing technical assistance teaching best 
management practices on erosion and sedimentation control to landowners and local 
governments, by certifying erosion and sedimentation control personnel, and by reviewing 
and approving erosion and sedimentation control plans for soil and water conservation 
districts. 

  Total Funds $2,468,649 
  Federal Funds and Grants $339,506 
  Federal Funds Not Specifically Identified $339,506 
  Other Funds $36,084 
  Other Funds - Not Specifically Identified $36,084 
  State Funds $1,383,592 
  State General Funds $1,383,592 
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  Intra-State Government Transfers $709,467 
  Other Intra-State Government Payments $709,467 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $1,344,676 $2,429,733 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$15,567 $15,567 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$23,544 $23,544 

  Reflect an adjustment in telecommunications expenses.  ($1,024) ($1,024)

  Reflect an adjustment in the workers' compensation 
premium.  

$547 $547 

  Reflect an adjustment in unemployment insurance premiums. ($710) ($710)
  Increase funds for general liability premiums.  $855 $855 
  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in PeopleSoft billings. $137 $137 

  Reduce funds for personal services to reflect projected 
expenditures.  

$0 $0 

  Reduce funds for operating expenses.  $0 $0 
  Amount appropriated in this Act  $1,383,592 $2,468,649 
     

  43.4. U.S.D.A. Flood Control Watershed Structures 

  Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to inspect, maintain and provide assistance to 
owners of USDA flood control structures so that they comply with the state Safe Dams Act. 

  Total Funds $3,989,063 
  State Funds $123,242 
  State General Funds $123,242 
     

  43.5. Water Resources and Land Use Planning 

  Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to provide funds for planning and research on 
water management, erosion and sedimentation control. 

  Total Funds $162,629 
  State Funds $162,629 
  State General Funds $162,629 
   
  

Section 44: Personnel Administration, State 
  Total Funds $0 
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  44.1. Recruitment and Staffing Services 

  

Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to provide hands-on assistance via career 
fairs, Recruitment Advisory Council workshops, strategic recruitment planning, and 
consultation services to help attract the right people with the right mix of skills, abilities, 
interests, and job match to meet state agencies' specific needs. 

  Total Funds $0 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $0 $1,591,242 
  Eliminate 17 positions.  $0 ($835,275)

  

Transfer ten positions and other funds from the State 
Personnel Administration to the Department of 
Administrative Services for statewide human resources 
support.  

$0 ($755,967)

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $0 $0 
     

  44.2. System Administration 

  Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to provide administrative and technical 
support to the agency. 

  Total Funds $0 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $0 $3,681,399 

  
Transfer 19 positions to the Governor's Office of Consumer 
Protection for Call Center support and 1-800-Georgia 
operations. (G:YES)  

$0 $0 

  Eliminate four positions. (G:YES)  $0 $0 

  Eliminate payment of $2,447,035 to the Office of the State 
Treasurer. (G:YES)  

$0 $0 

  

Transfer 19 positions and other funds from the State 
Personnel Administration to the Department of 
Administrative Services for statewide human resources 
support.  

$0 ($3,681,399)

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $0 $0 
     

  44.3. Total Compensation and Rewards 

  Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to ensure fair and consistent employee 
compensation practices across state agencies. 

  Total Funds $0 
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  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $0 $6,084,586 
  Eliminate 11 positions.  $0 ($935,108)

  

Transfer 11 positions and other funds from the State 
Personnel Administration to the Department of 
Administrative Services for statewide human resources 
support.  

$0 ($5,149,478)

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $0 $0 
     

  44.4. Workforce Development and Alignment 

  
Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to assist state agencies with recruiting, hiring 
and retaining employees, and to provide training opportunities and assessments of job-related 
skills to assist employees in their career development. 

  Total Funds $0 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $0 $1,137,223 
  Eliminate 27 positions.  $0 ($917,147)

  

Transfer two positions and other funds from the State 
Personnel Administration to the Department of 
Administrative Services for statewide human resources 
support.  

$0 ($220,076)

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $0 $0 
   
  

Section 45: Student Finance Commission, Georgia 
  Total Funds $641,735,855 
  Other Funds $1,582,132 
  Other Funds - Not Specifically Identified $1,582,132 
  State Funds $640,153,723 
  Lottery Funds $605,837,546 
  State General Funds $34,316,177 
     

  45.1. Accel 

  
Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to allow students to pursue postsecondary 
study at approved public and private postsecondary institutions, while receiving dual high 
school and college credit for courses successfully completed. 

  Total Funds $7,069,682 



 WEDNESDAY, MARCH 7, 2012 2465 

  Other Funds $569,682 
  Other Funds - Not Specifically Identified $569,682 
  State Funds $6,500,000 
  State General Funds $6,500,000 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $6,500,000 $6,500,000 

  Increase funds for the Accel program to meet the projected 
need (Other Funds: $569,682).  

$0 $569,682 

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $6,500,000 $7,069,682 
     

  45.2. Engineer Scholarship 

  
Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to provide forgivable loans to Georgia 
residents who are engineering students at Mercer University (Macon campus), and retain 
those students as engineers in the State. 

  Total Funds $570,000 
  State Funds $570,000 
  State General Funds $570,000 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $550,000 $550,000 

  Increase funds for the Engineer Scholarship program to meet 
the projected need. 

$20,000 $20,000 

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $570,000 $570,000 
     

  45.3. Georgia Military College Scholarship 

  
Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to provide outstanding students with a full 
scholarship to attend Georgia Military College, thereby strengthening Georgia's National 
Guard with their membership. 

  Total Funds $1,094,862 
  State Funds $1,094,862 
  State General Funds $1,094,862 
     

  45.4. HERO Scholarship 

  
Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to provide educational grant assistance to 
members of the Georgia National Guard and U.S. Military Reservists who served in combat 
zones and the spouses and children of such members. 

  Total Funds $800,000 
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  State Funds $800,000 
  State General Funds $800,000 
     

  45.5. HOPE Administration 

  
Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to provide scholarships that reward students 
with financial assistance in degree, diploma, and certificate programs at eligible Georgia 
public and private colleges and universities, and public technical colleges. 

  Total Funds $7,922,124 
  State Funds $7,922,124 
  Lottery Funds $7,922,124 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $7,770,114 $7,770,114 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$39,267 $39,267 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$57,410 $57,410 

  Reflect an adjustment in the workers' compensation 
premium.  

($8,421) ($8,421)

  Reflect an adjustment in unemployment insurance premiums. $62,958 $62,958 
  Increase funds for general liability premiums.  $1,400 $1,400 

  Reduce funds for the State Personnel Administration 
assessment by $64 per position from $137 to $73.  

($604) ($604)

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $7,922,124 $7,922,124 
     

  45.6. HOPE GED 

  
Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to award a $500 voucher once to each student 
receiving a general educational development (GED) diploma awarded by the Technical 
College System of Georgia. 

  Total Funds $2,636,276 
  State Funds $2,636,276 
  Lottery Funds $2,636,276 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $2,957,061 $2,957,061 

  Decrease funds for the HOPE GED program to meet the 
projected need. 

($320,785) ($320,785)

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $2,636,276 $2,636,276 
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  45.7. HOPE Grant 

  Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to provide grants to students seeking a 
diploma or certificate at a public post-secondary institution. 

  Total Funds $112,658,625 
  State Funds $112,658,625 
  Lottery Funds $112,658,625 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $130,737,363 $130,737,363 

  Maintain current award amount and reduce funds to meet the 
projected need (100% Factor Rate). 

($18,078,738) ($18,078,738)

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $112,658,625 $112,658,625 
     

  45.8. HOPE Scholarships - Private Schools 

  Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to provide merit scholarships to students 
seeking an associate or baccalaureate degree at an eligible private postsecondary institution.

  Total Funds $54,385,503 
  State Funds $54,385,503 
  Lottery Funds $54,385,503 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $54,501,104 $54,501,104 

  Maintain current award amount and reduce funds to meet the 
projected need (100% Factor Rate). 

($3,182,942) ($3,182,942)

  Provide funds for Zell Miller Scholarships for students 
attending eligible private post-secondary institutions.  

$3,067,341 $3,067,341 

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $54,385,503 $54,385,503 
     

  45.9. HOPE Scholarships - Public Schools 

  Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to provide merit scholarships to students 
seeking an associate or baccalaureate degree at an eligible public postsecondary institution. 

  Total Funds $408,235,018 
  State Funds $408,235,018 
  Lottery Funds $408,235,018 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $377,666,709 $377,666,709 
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Increase funds for the HOPE Scholarship - Public Schools 
program to maintain the current award amount (100% Factor 
Rate). 

$10,040,721 $10,040,721 

  Provide funds for Zell Miller Scholarships for students 
attending eligible public post-secondary institutions.  

$20,527,588 $20,527,588 

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $408,235,018 $408,235,018 
     

  45.10. Low Interest Loans 

  

Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to implement a low-interest loan program to 
assist with the affordability of a college education, encourage timely persistence to the 
achievement of postsecondary credentials, and to incentivize loan recipients to work in public 
service. The loans are forgivable for recipients who work in certain critical need occupations.

  Total Funds $20,000,000 
  State Funds $20,000,000 
  Lottery Funds $20,000,000 
     

  45.11. North Ga. Military Scholarship Grants 

  
Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to provide outstanding students with a full 
scholarship to attend North Georgia College and State University, thereby strengthening 
Georgia's Army National Guard with their membership. 

  Total Funds $1,927,299 
  Other Funds $482,723 
  Other Funds - Not Specifically Identified $482,723 
  State Funds $1,444,576 
  State General Funds $1,444,576 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $1,352,800 $1,835,523 

  Increase funds for the North Georgia Military Scholarship 
Grants to meet projected need. 

$91,776 $91,776 

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $1,444,576 $1,927,299 
     

  45.12. North Georgia ROTC Grants 

  
Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to provide Georgia residents with non-
repayable financial assistance to attend North Georgia College and State University and to 
participate in the Reserve Officers Training Corps program. 

  Total Funds $875,000 
  State Funds $875,000 
  State General Funds $875,000 
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  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $802,479 $802,479 

  Increase funds for the North Georgia ROTC Grants to meet 
projected need.  

$72,521 $72,521 

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $875,000 $875,000 
     

  45.13. Public Memorial Safety Grant 

  

Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to provide educational grant assistance to the 
children of Georgia law enforcement officers, fire fighters, EMTs, correctional officers, and 
prison guards who were permanently disabled or killed in the line of duty, to attend a public 
post-secondary institution in the State of Georgia. 

  Total Funds $376,761 
  State Funds $376,761 
  State General Funds $376,761 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $306,761 $306,761 

  Increase funds for the Public Memorial Safety Grant 
program to meet the projected need. 

$70,000 $70,000 

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $376,761 $376,761 
     

  45.14. Tuition Equalization Grants 

  
Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to promote the private segment of higher 
education in Georgia by providing non-repayable grant aid to Georgia residents who attend 
eligible private post-secondary institutions. 

  Total Funds $22,426,050 
  Other Funds $529,727 
  Other Funds - Not Specifically Identified $529,727 
  State Funds $21,896,323 
  State General Funds $21,896,323 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $25,002,946 $25,002,946 

  
Reduce funds for the Tuition Equalization Grant program 
and replace state general funds with deferred revenue to meet 
the projected need (Other Funds: $529,727). 

($3,106,623) ($2,576,896)
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  Amount appropriated in this Act  $21,896,323 $22,426,050 
     

  45.15. Zell Miller Scholars 

  

Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to provide a full-tuition scholarship to Georgia 
public college students or a $4,000 scholarship to Georgia private college students 
graduating high school with a 3.7 GPA and scoring a 1200 SAT or 26 ACT or named 
valedictorian or salutatorian. The scholarship may be continued beyond the freshman year by 
maintaining a 3.3 GPA in college. 

  Total Funds $0 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $19,105,888 $19,105,888 

  
Consolidate the Zell Miller Scholarship program into the 
HOPE Scholarship - Public Schools program and HOPE 
Scholarship - Private Schools program.  

($19,105,888) ($19,105,888)

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $0 $0 
  
  The following appropriations are for agencies attached for administrative purposes. 
     

  45.16. Nonpublic Postsecondary Education Commission 

  
Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to authorize private post-secondary schools in 
Georgia; provide transcripts for students who attended schools that closed; and resolve 
complaints. 

  Total Funds $758,655 
  State Funds $758,655 
  State General Funds $758,655 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $692,684 $692,684 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$9,817 $9,817 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$10,939 $10,939 

  Reflect an adjustment in telecommunications expenses.  $187 $187 

  Reflect an adjustment in the workers' compensation 
premium.  

($31,591) ($31,591)

  Reflect an adjustment in unemployment insurance premiums. $17,804 $17,804 
  Increase funds for general liability premiums.  $329 $329 
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  Restore funds for one position.  $58,486 $58,486 
  Amount appropriated in this Act  $758,655 $758,655 
   
  

Section 46: Teachers' Retirement System 
  Total Funds $30,146,278 
  State Funds $590,000 
  State General Funds $590,000 
  Intra-State Government Transfers $29,556,278 
  Retirement Payments $29,556,278 
  
It is the intent of the General Assembly that the employer contribution rate for the Teachers' 
Retirement System shall not exceed 11.41% for State Fiscal Year 2013. 
     

  46.1. Local/Floor COLA 

  
Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to provide retirees from local retirement 
systems a minimum allowance upon retirement (Floor) and a post-retirement benefit 
adjustment (COLA) whenever such adjustment is granted to teachers who retired under TRS. 

  Total Funds $590,000 
  State Funds $590,000 
  State General Funds $590,000 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $793,000 $793,000 

  Reduce funds due to the declining population of teachers 
who qualify for this benefit. 

($203,000) ($203,000)

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $590,000 $590,000 
     

  46.2. System Administration 

  

Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to administer the Teachers Retirement System 
of Georgia, including paying retiree benefits, investing retirement funds, accounting for the 
status and contributions of active and inactive members, counseling members, and processing 
refunds. 

  Total Funds $29,556,278 
  Intra-State Government Transfers $29,556,278 
  Retirement Payments $29,556,278 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  
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  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $0 $29,268,428 
  Reflect changes to the purpose statement. (G:YES)(H:YES)  $0 $0 

  Increase other funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer 
rate for the Employees' Retirement System. 

$0 $530,110 

  Reduce other funds for one-time computer-related expenses. $0 ($242,260)
  Amount appropriated in this Act  $0 $29,556,278 
   
  

Section 47: Technical College System of Georgia 
  Total Funds $666,744,434 
  Federal Funds and Grants $66,509,000 
  Federal Funds Not Specifically Identified $66,509,000 
  Other Funds $268,710,000 
  Agency Funds $268,613,230 
  Other Funds - Not Specifically Identified $96,770 
  State Funds $329,570,350 
  State General Funds $329,570,350 
  Intra-State Government Transfers $1,360,000 
  Other Intra-State Government Payments $1,360,000 
     

  47.1. Adult Literacy 

  
Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to develop Georgia's workforce by providing 
adult learners in Georgia with basic reading, writing, computation, speaking, and listening 
skills.  

  Total Funds $39,400,984 
  Federal Funds and Grants $20,447,889 
  Federal Funds Not Specifically Identified $20,447,889 
  Other Funds $5,480,000 
  Agency Funds $5,480,000 
  State Funds $13,473,095 
  State General Funds $13,473,095 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $12,828,054 $37,418,054 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$269,119 $269,119 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$72,865 $72,865 
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  Reflect an adjustment in telecommunications expenses.  ($224) ($224)

  Reflect an adjustment in the workers' compensation 
premium.  

($2,797) ($2,797)

  Reflect an adjustment in unemployment insurance premiums. $344 $344 
  Increase funds for general liability premiums.  $14,157 $14,157 

  Reduce funds for the State Personnel Administration 
assessment by $64 per position from $137 to $73.  

($9,690) ($9,690)

  
Transfer funds and personnel from the Departmental 
Administration program to realign the budget to the 
appropriate program. 

$239,721 $1,577,610 

  Reflect an adjustment in the employer share of the Teachers' 
Retirement System from 10.28% to 11.41%. 

$61,546 $61,546 

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $13,473,095 $39,400,984 
     

  47.2. Departmental Administration 

  
Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to provide statewide administrative services to 
support the state workforce development efforts undertaken by the department through its 
associated programs and institutions.  

  Total Funds $8,812,122 
  Federal Funds and Grants $62,111 
  Federal Funds Not Specifically Identified $62,111 
  Other Funds $100,000 
  Agency Funds $100,000 
  State Funds $7,944,927 
  State General Funds $7,944,927 
  Intra-State Government Transfers $110,000 
  Other Intra-State Government Payments $110,000 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $7,635,862 $9,840,946 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$130,786 $130,786 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$124,700 $124,700 

  Reflect an adjustment in telecommunications expenses.  ($606) ($606)

  Reflect an adjustment in the workers' compensation 
premium.  

($2,943) ($2,943)

  Reflect an adjustment in unemployment insurance premiums. $265 $265 
  Increase funds for general liability premiums.  $8,810 $8,810 
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  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in PeopleSoft billings. $8,519 $8,519 

  Reduce funds for the State Personnel Administration 
assessment by $64 per position from $137 to $73.  

($4,120) ($4,120)

  Eliminate 1 vacant position in the Office of 
Communications.  

$0 $0 

  Reduce funds for personal services and operating expenses. ($122,717) ($122,717)
  Reduce funds for contractual services. ($30,000) ($30,000)

  Transfer funds and administrative personnel from the Quick 
Start program to the Departmental Administration program. 

$421,466 $421,466 

  Transfer funds and personnel to the Adult Literacy program 
to realign the budget to the appropriate program. 

($239,721) ($1,577,610)

  Reflect an adjustment in the employer share of the Teachers' 
Retirement System from 10.28% to 11.41%. 

$14,626 $14,626 

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $7,944,927 $8,812,122 
     

  47.3. Quick Start and Customized Services 

  

Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to promote job creation and retention by 
developing and delivering customized workforce training for Georgia businesses during start-
up, expansion, or when they make capital investments in new technology, processes, or 
product lines in order to remain competitive in the global marketplace.  

  Total Funds $22,508,020 
  Federal Funds and Grants $1,000,000 
  Federal Funds Not Specifically Identified $1,000,000 
  Other Funds $8,930,000 
  Agency Funds $8,930,000 
  State Funds $12,578,020 
  State General Funds $12,578,020 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $12,769,875 $22,699,875 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$119,305 $119,305 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$73,698 $73,698 

  Reflect an adjustment in the workers' compensation 
premium.  

($4,020) ($4,020)

  Reflect an adjustment in unemployment insurance premiums. $362 $362 
  Increase funds for general liability premiums.  $10,354 $10,354 
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  Reduce funds for the State Personnel Administration 
assessment by $64 per position from $137 to $73.  

($5,598) ($5,598)

  Transfer funds and administrative personnel from the Quick 
Start program to the Departmental Administration program.  

($421,466) ($421,466)

  Reflect an adjustment in the employer share of the Teachers' 
Retirement System from 10.28% to 11.41%. 

$35,510 $35,510 

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $12,578,020 $22,508,020 
     

  47.4. Technical Education 

  

Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to provide for workforce development through 
certificate, diploma, and degree programs in technical education and continuing education 
programs for adult learners, and to encourage both youth and adult learners to acquire post-
secondary education or training to increase their competitiveness in the workplace. 

  Total Funds $596,023,308 
  Federal Funds and Grants $44,999,000 
  Federal Funds Not Specifically Identified $44,999,000 
  Other Funds $254,200,000 
  Agency Funds $254,103,230 
  Other Funds - Not Specifically Identified $96,770 
  State Funds $295,574,308 
  State General Funds $295,574,308 
  Intra-State Government Transfers $1,250,000 
  Other Intra-State Government Payments $1,250,000 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $280,037,095 $580,486,095 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$6,171,721 $6,171,721 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$1,760,676 $1,760,676 

  Reflect an adjustment in telecommunications expenses.  ($27,909) ($27,909)

  Reflect an adjustment in the workers' compensation 
premium.  

($92,464) ($92,464)

  Reflect an adjustment in unemployment insurance premiums. $11,404 $11,404 
  Increase funds for general liability premiums.  $307,730 $307,730 
  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in PeopleSoft billings. $150,820 $150,820 

  Reduce funds for the State Personnel Administration 
assessment by $64 per position from $137 to $73.  

($322,091) ($322,091)

  Eliminate one-time funds for CDL Truck Driving program. ($4,500,000) ($4,500,000)
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  Annualize savings from FY 2012 branch location closures. ($3,990,825) ($3,990,825)

  Provide funding for enrollment growth based on a 6.6% 
increase in credit hours and 4.5% increase in square footage. 

$16,843,896 $16,843,896 

  Reduce funds for operating expenses.  ($2,031,876) ($2,031,876)

  Reflect an adjustment in the employer share of the Teachers' 
Retirement System from 10.28% to 11.41%. 

$1,256,131 $1,256,131 

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $295,574,308 $596,023,308 
   
  

Section 48: Transportation, Department of 
  Total Funds $2,010,943,143 
  Federal Funds and Grants $1,210,491,192 
  Federal Highway Administration Highway Planning and Construction $1,143,629,823 
  Federal Funds Not Specifically Identified $66,861,369 
  Other Funds $5,730,658 
  Agency Funds $5,724,308 
  Other Funds - Not Specifically Identified $6,350 
  State Funds $793,961,060 
  Motor Fuel Funds $786,775,273 
  State General Funds $7,185,787 
  Intra-State Government Transfers $760,233 
  Other Intra-State Government Payments $760,233 
  
It is the intent of this General Assembly that the following provisions apply: 
a.) In order to meet the requirements for projects on the Interstate System, the Office of 
Planning and Budget is hereby authorized and directed to give advanced budgetary 
authorization for letting and execution of Interstate Highway Contracts not to exceed the 
amount of Motor Fuel Tax Revenues actually paid into the Office of the State Treasurer, 
attached agency of the Department of Administrative Services. 
b.) Programs financed by Motor Fuel Tax Funds may be adjusted for additional appropriation 
or balances brought forward from previous years with prior approval by the Office of Planning 
and Budget. 
c.) The Fiscal Officers of the State are hereby directed as of July 1st of each fiscal year to 
determine the collection of Motor Fuel Tax in the immediately preceding year less refunds, 
rebates and collection costs and enter this amount as being the appropriation payable in lieu of 
the Motor Fuel Tax Funds appropriated in this Bill, in the event such collections, less refunds, 
rebates and collection costs, exceed such Motor Fuel Tax Appropriation. 
d.) Functions financed with General Fund appropriations shall be accounted for separately and 
shall be in addition to appropriations of Motor Fuel Tax revenues required under Article III, 
Section IX, Paragraph VI, Subsection (b) of the State Constitution. 
e.) Bus rental income may be retained to operate, maintain and upgrade department-owned 
buses. 
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  48.1. Airport Aid 

  

Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to support safe and accessible air 
transportation infrastructure by inspecting and licensing public airports, providing planning 
assistance to local airports, maintaining the Statewide Aviation System Plan, and awarding 
grants to local airports for maintenance and improvement projects. 

  Total Funds $38,152,589 
  Federal Funds and Grants $35,537,002 
  Federal Funds Not Specifically Identified $35,537,002 
  Other Funds $6,350 
  Other Funds - Not Specifically Identified $6,350 
  State Funds $2,609,237 
  State General Funds $2,609,237 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $2,454,358 $37,997,710 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$4,027 $4,027 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$4,142 $4,142 

  Reflect an adjustment in the workers' compensation 
premium.  

($586) ($586)

  Reflect an adjustment in unemployment insurance premiums. ($57) ($57)
  Increase funds for general liability premiums.  $102,673 $102,673 

  Reduce funds for the State Personnel Administration 
assessment by $64 per position from $137 to $73.  

($320) ($320)

  Reduce grant funds for airport aid projects to reflect state 
match requirements.  

$45,000 $45,000 

  Reduce funds in personal services to reflect projected 
expenditures.  

$0 $0 

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $2,609,237 $38,152,589 
     

  48.2. Capital Construction Projects 

  Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to provide funding for Capital Outlay road 
construction and enhancement projects on local and state road systems. 

  Total Funds $886,908,178 
  Federal Funds and Grants $675,252,699 
  Federal Highway Administration Highway Planning and Construction $675,252,699 
  State Funds $211,655,479 
  Motor Fuel Funds $211,655,479 
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  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $198,639,678 $873,892,377 

  
Transfer surplus funds from the Payments to State Road and 
Tollway Authority program to the Capital Construction 
Projects program for capital outlay projects.  

$13,015,801 $13,015,801 

  
Transfer surplus personal service funds in the Local Roads 
Administration program to the Capital Construction Projects 
program for capital outlay projects.  

$0 $0 

  Increase contract funds to Capital Construction Projects 
program for capital outlay projects.  

$0 $0 

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $211,655,479 $886,908,178 
     

  48.3. Capital Maintenance Projects 

  Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to provide funding for Capital Outlay for 
maintenance projects. 

  Total Funds $188,778,535 
  Federal Funds and Grants $128,218,385 
  Federal Highway Administration Highway Planning and Construction $128,218,385 
  State Funds $60,560,150 
  Motor Fuel Funds $60,560,150 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $26,154,596 $154,372,981 
  Provide contract funds to maintain state assets. $34,405,554 $34,405,554 
  Amount appropriated in this Act  $60,560,150 $188,778,535 
     

  48.4. Construction Administration 

  

Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to improve and expand the state's 
transportation infrastructure by planning for and selecting road and bridge projects, 
acquiring rights-of-way, completing engineering and project impact analyses, procuring and 
monitoring construction contracts, and certifying completed projects. 

  Total Funds $139,415,632 
  Federal Funds and Grants $64,892,990 
  Federal Highway Administration Highway Planning and Construction $64,892,990 
  State Funds $74,357,642 
  Motor Fuel Funds $74,357,642 
  Intra-State Government Transfers $165,000 
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  Other Intra-State Government Payments $165,000 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $24,357,642 $89,415,632 

  Redistribute funds from Capital Construction Projects to 
Construction Administration.  

$50,000,000 $50,000,000 

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $74,357,642 $139,415,632 
     

  48.5. Data Collection, Compliance and Reporting 

  
Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to collect and disseminate crash, accident, 
road, and traffic data in accordance with state and federal law in order to provide current 
and accurate information for planning and public awareness needs. 

  Total Funds $11,137,288 
  Federal Funds and Grants $8,270,257 
  Federal Highway Administration Highway Planning and Construction $8,270,257 
  Other Funds $62,257 
  Agency Funds $62,257 
  State Funds $2,804,774 
  Motor Fuel Funds $2,804,774 
     

  48.6. Departmental Administration 

  
Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to plan, construct, maintain, and improve the 
state's roads and bridges; provide planning and financial support for other modes of 
transportation such as mass transit, airports, railroads and waterways. 

  Total Funds $62,821,793 
  Federal Funds and Grants $10,839,823 
  Federal Highway Administration Highway Planning and Construction $10,839,823 
  Other Funds $898,970 
  Agency Funds $898,970 
  State Funds $51,083,000 
  Motor Fuel Funds $51,083,000 
     

  48.7. Local Maintenance and Improvement Grants 

  
Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to provide funding for Capital Outlay grants to 
local governments for road and bridge resurfacing projects through the State Funded 
Construction - Local Road Assistance Program. 

  Total Funds $110,642,250 
  State Funds $110,642,250 
  Motor Fuel Funds $110,642,250 
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  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $100,642,250 $100,642,250 
  Provide funds for local road improvement grants.  $10,000,000 $10,000,000 
  Amount appropriated in this Act  $110,642,250 $110,642,250 
     

  48.8. Local Road Assistance Administration 

  
Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to provide technical and financial assistance 
to local governments for construction, maintenance, and resurfacing of local roads and 
bridges. 

  Total Funds $50,208,468 
  Federal Funds and Grants $32,758,670 
  Federal Highway Administration Highway Planning and Construction $32,758,670 
  State Funds $16,854,565 
  Motor Fuel Funds $16,854,565 
  Intra-State Government Transfers $595,233 
  Other Intra-State Government Payments $595,233 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $36,476,968 $69,830,871 

  
Transfer surplus personal service funds in the Local Roads 
Administration program to the Capital Construction Projects 
program for capital outlay projects. 

($19,622,403) ($19,622,403)

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $16,854,565 $50,208,468 
     

  48.9. Planning 

  

Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to develop the state transportation 
improvement program and the state wide strategic transportation plan, and coordinate 
transportation policies, planning, and programs related to design, construction, maintenance, 
operations, and financing of transportation. 

  Total Funds $18,439,878 
  Federal Funds and Grants $14,683,804 
  Federal Highway Administration Highway Planning and Construction $14,683,804 
  State Funds $3,756,074 
  Motor Fuel Funds $3,756,074 
     

  48.10. Ports and Waterways 
  Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to maintain the navigability of the Atlantic 



 WEDNESDAY, MARCH 7, 2012 2481 

Intracoastal Waterway and Georgia's deep water ports by providing easements, rights-of-
way, and land for upland disposal areas for dredging and by providing funds to maintain 
dikes in upland disposal areas. 

  Total Funds $941,812 
  State Funds $941,812 
  State General Funds $941,812 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $698,744 $698,744 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$2,441 $2,441 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$2,821 $2,821 

  Reflect an adjustment in the workers' compensation 
premium.  

($399) ($399)

  Reflect an adjustment in unemployment insurance premiums. ($39) ($39)
  Increase funds for general liability premiums.  $69,915 $69,915 

  Reduce funds for the State Personnel Administration 
assessment by $64 per position from $137 to $73.  

($218) ($218)

  Provide funds for increased tax assessments. $235,000 $235,000 
  Reduce personal services to reflect projected expenditures. ($66,453) ($66,453)
  Amount appropriated in this Act  $941,812 $941,812 
     

  48.11. Rail 

  Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to oversee the development, construction, 
financing, and operation of passenger and freight rail service for the state. 

  Total Funds $445,130 
  Other Funds $88,239 
  Agency Funds $88,239 
  State Funds $356,891 
  State General Funds $356,891 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $174,707 $262,946 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$1,916 $1,916 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$3,127 $3,127 
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  Reflect an adjustment in the workers' compensation 
premium.  

($442) ($442)

  Reflect an adjustment in unemployment insurance premiums. ($43) ($43)
  Increase funds for general liability premiums.  $77,511 $77,511 

  Reduce funds for the State Personnel Administration 
assessment by $64 per position from $137 to $73.  

($242) ($242)

  Transfer funds and two positions from the Transit program to 
the Rail program for project management.  

$100,357 $100,357 

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $356,891 $445,130 
     

  48.12. Routine Maintenance 

  

Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to ensure a safe and adequately maintained 
state transportation system by inspecting roads and bridges, cataloguing road and bridge 
conditions and maintenance needs, and providing routine maintenance for state road and 
bridges. The purpose of this appropriation is also to maintain landscaping on road easements 
and rights-of-way through planting, litter control, vegetation removal, and grants to local 
governments, to provide for emergency operations on state routes, and to maintain state rest 
areas and welcome centers. 

  Total Funds $198,597,858 
  Federal Funds and Grants $24,886,452 
  Federal Highway Administration Highway Planning and Construction $24,886,452 
  Other Funds $642,602 
  Agency Funds $642,602 
  State Funds $173,068,804 
  Motor Fuel Funds $173,068,804 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $163,301,045 $188,830,099 
  Provide funds for operating expenses. $9,767,759 $9,767,759 
  Amount appropriated in this Act  $173,068,804 $198,597,858 
     

  48.13. Traffic Management and Control 

  

Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to ensure a safe and efficient transportation 
system statewide by conducting traffic engineering studies for traffic safety planning, 
permitting for activity on or adjacent to state roads, providing motorist assistance and traffic 
information through the Highway Emergency Response Operators (HERO) program and 
Intelligent Transportation System, and conducting inspections, repairs, and installations of 
traffic signals. 

  Total Funds $59,337,643 
  Federal Funds and Grants $35,670,542 
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  Federal Highway Administration Highway Planning and Construction $35,670,542 
  Other Funds $4,026,240 
  Agency Funds $4,026,240 
  State Funds $19,640,861 
  Motor Fuel Funds $19,640,861 
     

  48.14. Transit 

  
Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to preserve and enhance the state's urban and 
rural public transit programs by providing financial and technical assistance to Georgia's 
transit systems. 

  Total Funds $34,608,214 
  Federal Funds and Grants $31,324,367 
  Federal Funds Not Specifically Identified $31,324,367 
  Other Funds $6,000 
  Agency Funds $6,000 
  State Funds $3,277,847 
  State General Funds $3,277,847 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $3,376,525 $34,706,892 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$20,542 $20,542 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$18,064 $18,064 

  Reflect an adjustment in the workers' compensation 
premium.  

($2,555) ($2,555)

  Reflect an adjustment in unemployment insurance premiums. ($250) ($250)
  Increase funds for general liability premiums.  $447,729 $447,729 

  Reduce funds for the State Personnel Administration 
assessment by $64 per position from $137 to $73.  

($1,399) ($1,399)

  Reduce contract funds for metropolitan transit planning. ($80,452) ($80,452)
  Reduce grant funds to large urbanized area transit systems. ($400,000) ($400,000)

  Transfer funds and two positions from the Transit program to 
the Rail program for project management.  

($100,357) ($100,357)

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $3,277,847 $34,608,214 
  
  The following appropriations are for agencies attached for administrative purposes. 
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  48.15. Payments to State Road and Tollway Authority 

  
Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to fund debt service payments on non-general 
obligation bonds and other finance instruments for transportation projects statewide and to 
capitalize the Community Improvement District Congestion Relief Fund. 

  Total Funds $210,507,875 
  Federal Funds and Grants $148,156,201 
  Federal Highway Administration Highway Planning and Construction $148,156,201 
  State Funds $62,351,674 
  Motor Fuel Funds $62,351,674 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $86,745,811 $234,902,012 

  
Transfer funds from the Payments to State Road and Tollway 
Authority program to the Capital Construction Projects 
program for capital outlay projects. 

($24,394,137) ($24,394,137)

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $62,351,674 $210,507,875 
   
  

Section 49: Veterans Service, Department of 
  Total Funds $38,690,010 
  Federal Funds and Grants $18,260,569 
  Federal Funds Not Specifically Identified $18,260,569 
  State Funds $20,429,441 
  State General Funds $20,429,441 
     

  49.1. Administration 

  
Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to coordinate, manage, and supervise all 
aspects of department operations to include financial, public information, personnel, 
accounting, purchasing, supply, mail, records management, and information technology. 

  Total Funds $1,378,152 
  State Funds $1,378,152 
  State General Funds $1,378,152 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $1,283,421 $1,283,421 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$16,219 $16,219 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$13,824 $13,824 
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  Reflect an adjustment in telecommunications expenses.  $37,493 $37,493 

  Reflect an adjustment in the workers' compensation 
premium.  

($1,397) ($1,397)

  Reflect an adjustment in unemployment insurance premiums. ($686) ($686)
  Increase funds for general liability premiums.  $499 $499 
  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in PeopleSoft billings. $2,232 $2,232 

  Reduce funds for the State Personnel Administration 
assessment by $64 per position from $137 to $73.  

($421) ($421)

  Reduce funds for contracts. ($1,200) ($1,200)

  
Transfer funds from the Georgia War Veterans Nursing 
Home-Milledgeville program to the Administration program 
for rental costs. 

$21,268 $21,268 

  
Transfer funds from the Georgia War Veterans Nursing 
Home-Augusta program to the Administration program for 
telecommunication costs. 

$6,900 $6,900 

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $1,378,152 $1,378,152 
     

  49.2. Georgia Veterans Memorial Cemetery 

  Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to provide for the interment of eligible 
Georgia veterans who served faithfully and honorably in the military service of our country. 

  Total Funds $662,958 
  Federal Funds and Grants $178,004 
  Federal Funds Not Specifically Identified $178,004 
  State Funds $484,954 
  State General Funds $484,954 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $562,906 $598,606 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$9,004 $9,004 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$11,059 $11,059 

  Reflect an adjustment in telecommunications expenses.  $4,687 $4,687 

  Reflect an adjustment in the workers' compensation 
premium.  

($171) ($171)

  Increase funds for general liability premiums.  $400 $400 

  Replace state funds with increased federal payment for 
veteran burials.  

($142,304) $0 
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Transfer funds from the Georgia War Veterans Nursing 
Home-Augusta program to the Georgia Veterans Memorial 
Cemetery program for telecommunications costs. 

$3,475 $3,475 

  

Transfer funds from the Georgia War Veterans Nursing 
Home-Milledgeville program to the Georgia Veterans 
Memorial Cemetery program for energy costs ($15,136) and 
personal services ($20,762). 

$35,898 $35,898 

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $484,954 $662,958 
     

  49.3. Georgia War Veterans Nursing Home - Augusta 

  
Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to provide skilled nursing care to aged and 
infirmed Georgia Veterans and serve as a teaching facility for the Medical College of 
Georgia. 

  Total Funds $10,321,412 
  Federal Funds and Grants $5,286,048 
  Federal Funds Not Specifically Identified $5,286,048 
  State Funds $5,035,364 
  State General Funds $5,035,364 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $5,178,767 $10,466,698 
  Reduce funds due to reduced average daily patient census. ($93,528) ($95,411)

  

Transfer funds from Georgia War Veterans Nursing Home-
Augusta program to the Administration program ($6,900), 
Georgia Veterans Memorial Cemetery program ($3,475), and 
Veterans Benefits program ($39,500). 

($49,875) ($49,875)

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $5,035,364 $10,321,412 
     

  49.4. Georgia War Veterans Nursing Home - Milledgeville 

  Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to provide skilled nursing care to aged and 
infirmed Georgia war veterans. 

  Total Funds $16,007,504 
  Federal Funds and Grants $8,173,077 
  Federal Funds Not Specifically Identified $8,173,077 
  State Funds $7,834,427 
  State General Funds $7,834,427 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  
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  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $8,064,293 $16,295,275 
  Reduce funds due to reduced average daily patient census. ($172,700) ($230,605)

  

Transfer funds from Georgia War Veterans Nursing Home-
Milledgeville program to the Administration program 
($21,268) and Georgia Veterans Memorial Cemetery 
program ($35,898). 

($57,166) ($57,166)

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $7,834,427 $16,007,504 
     

  49.5. Veterans Benefits 

  

Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to serve Georgia's veterans, their dependents, 
and survivors in all matters pertaining to veterans' benefits by informing the veterans and 
their families about veterans' benefits, and directly assisting and advising them in securing 
the benefits to which they are entitled. 

  Total Funds $10,319,984 
  Federal Funds and Grants $4,623,440 
  Federal Funds Not Specifically Identified $4,623,440 
  State Funds $5,696,544 
  State General Funds $5,696,544 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $5,447,207 $10,070,647 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$67,656 $67,656 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$113,360 $113,360 

  Reflect an adjustment in telecommunications expenses.  $35,930 $35,930 

  Reflect an adjustment in the workers' compensation 
premium.  

($1,840) ($1,840)

  Reflect an adjustment in unemployment insurance premiums. ($910) ($910)
  Increase funds for general liability premiums.  $4,093 $4,093 

  Reduce funds for the State Personnel Administration 
assessment by $64 per position from $137 to $73.  

($7,452) ($7,452)

  Reduce funds for contracts. ($1,000) ($1,000)

  
Transfer funds from the Georgia War Veterans Nursing 
Home-Augusta program to the Veterans Benefits program 
for telecommunications costs.  

$39,500 $39,500 

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $5,696,544 $10,319,984 
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Section 50: Workers' Compensation, State Board of 
  Total Funds $22,479,007 
  Other Funds $523,832 
  Agency Funds $523,832 
  State Funds $21,955,175 
  State General Funds $21,955,175 
     

  50.1. Administer the Workers' Compensation Laws 

  Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to provide exclusive remedy for resolution of 
disputes in the Georgia Workers' Compensation law. 

  Total Funds $11,705,873 
  Other Funds $458,353 
  Agency Funds $458,353 
  State Funds $11,247,520 
  State General Funds $11,247,520 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $10,891,055 $11,349,408 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$157,981 $157,981 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$166,625 $166,625 

  Reflect an adjustment in telecommunications expenses.  $40,208 $40,208 

  Reflect an adjustment in the workers' compensation 
premium.  

($13,470) ($13,470)

  Reflect an adjustment in unemployment insurance premiums. $3,607 $3,607 
  Increase funds for general liability premiums.  $7,022 $7,022 
  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in PeopleSoft billings. $1,314 $1,314 

  Reduce funds for the State Personnel Administration 
assessment by $64 per position from $137 to $73.  

($6,822) ($6,822)

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $11,247,520 $11,705,873 
     

  50.2. Board Administration 

  
Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to provide superior access to the Georgia 
Workers' Compensation program for injured workers and employers in a manner that is 
sensitive, responsive, and effective. 

  Total Funds $10,773,134 
  Other Funds $65,479 
  Agency Funds $65,479 
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  State Funds $10,707,655 
  State General Funds $10,707,655 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $10,569,815 $10,635,294 

  Increase funds to reflect the adjustment in the employer share 
of the State Health Benefit Plan from 27.363% to 29.781%.  

$27,203 $27,203 

  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in the employer share 
of the Employees’ Retirement System.  

$92,879 $92,879 

  Reflect an adjustment in telecommunications expenses.  $22,412 $22,412 

  Reflect an adjustment in the workers' compensation 
premium.  

($7,509) ($7,509)

  Reflect an adjustment in unemployment insurance premiums. $2,011 $2,011 
  Increase funds for general liability premiums.  $3,914 $3,914 
  Increase funds to reflect an adjustment in PeopleSoft billings. $732 $732 

  Reduce funds for the State Personnel Administration 
assessment by $64 per position from $137 to $73.  

($3,802) ($3,802)

  Increase payment to the Office of the State Treasurer from 
$4,728,320 to $5,303,747. (G:YES)  

$0 $0 

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $10,707,655 $10,773,134 
   
  

Section 51: General Obligation Debt Sinking Fund 
  Total Funds $1,133,071,683 
  Federal Funds and Grants $11,353,993 
  Federal Funds Not Specifically Identified $11,353,993 
  State Funds $1,121,717,690 
  Motor Fuel Funds $182,874,061 
  State General Funds $938,843,629 
     

  51.1. GO Bonds Issued 
  Total Funds $1,053,497,478 
  Federal Funds and Grants $11,353,993 
  Federal Funds Not Specifically Identified $11,353,993 
  State Funds $1,042,143,485 
  Motor Fuel Funds $182,874,061 
  State General Funds $859,269,424 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  
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  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $996,364,333 $1,007,718,326 

  Transfer funds from GO Bonds New to GO Bonds issued to 
reflect the issuance of new bonds. 

$68,828,096 $68,828,096 

  Reduce funds for debt service to capture savings associated 
with favorable rates received with the bond sale.  

($11,190,588) ($11,190,588)

  Increase funds.  $228,179 $228,179 
  Reduce funds for debt service.  ($10,760,535) ($10,760,535)

  Repeal the authorization of $10,000,000 in 20-year bonds for 
the College Football Hall of Fame from FY 2011 (HB 948). 

($872,000) ($872,000)

  
Repeal the authorization of $5,000,000 in 20-year bonds for 
the Georgia World Congress Center expanded parking 
facility and related improvements from FY 2012 (HB 78). 

($454,000) ($454,000)

  Amount appropriated in this Act  $1,042,143,485 $1,053,497,478 
     

  51.2. GO Bonds New 
  Total Funds $79,574,205 
  State Funds $79,574,205 
  State General Funds $79,574,205 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous 
appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds
  Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB78)  $68,828,096 $68,828,096 

  Transfer funds from GO Bonds New to GO Bonds issued to 
reflect the issuance of new bonds.  

($68,828,096) ($68,828,096)

  Increase funds for debt service for new bonds.  $79,574,205 $79,574,205 
  Amount appropriated in this Act  $79,574,205 $79,574,205 
    
  Bond Financing Appropriated:  

  

[Bond # 1] From State General Funds, $4,820,992 is specifically appropriated for the purpose 
of financing educational facilities for county and independent school systems through the 
State Board of Education (Department of Education) through the issuance of not more than 
$56,320,000 in principal amount of General Obligation Debt, the instruments of which shall 
have maturities not in excess of two hundred and forty months. 

 

  

[Bond # 2] From State General Funds, $2,202,488 is specifically appropriated for the purpose 
of financing educational facilities for county and independent school systems through the 
State Board of Education (Department of Education) through the issuance of not more than 
$25,730,000 in principal amount of General Obligation Debt, the instruments of which shall 
have maturities not in excess of two hundred and forty months. 

 

  [Bond # 3] From State General Funds, $2,524,344 is specifically appropriated for the purpose 
of financing educational facilities for county and independent school systems through the  
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State Board of Education (Department of Education) through the issuance of not more than 
$29,490,000 in principal amount of General Obligation Debt, the instruments of which shall 
have maturities not in excess of two hundred and forty months. 

  

[Bond # 4] From State General Funds, $1,208,244 is specifically appropriated for the purpose 
of financing educational facilities for county and independent school systems through the 
State Board of Education (Department of Education) through the issuance of not more than 
$14,115,000 in principal amount of General Obligation Debt, the instruments of which shall 
have maturities not in excess of two hundred and forty months. 

 

  

[Bond # 5] From State General Funds, $2,178,330 is specifically appropriated for the purpose 
of financing educational facilities for county and independent school systems through the 
State Board of Education (Department of Education) through the issuance of not more than 
$9,430,000 in principal amount of General Obligation Debt, the instruments of which shall 
have maturities not in excess of sixty months. 

 

  

[Bond # 6] From State General Funds, $404,032 is specifically appropriated for the purpose of 
financing projects and facilities for the Department of Education by means of the acquisition, 
construction, development, extension, enlargement, or improvement of land, waters, property, 
highways, buildings, structures, equipment or facilities, both real and personal, necessary or 
useful in connection therewith, through the issuance of not more than $4,720,000 in principal 
amount of General Obligation Debt, the instruments of which shall have maturities not in 
excess of two hundred and forty months. 

 

  

[Bond # 7] From State General Funds, $3,280,000 is specifically appropriated for the purpose 
of financing educational facilities for county and independent school systems through the 
State Board of Education (Department of Education) through the issuance of not more than 
$25,000,000 in principal amount of General Obligation Debt, the instruments of which shall 
have maturities not in excess of one hundred and twenty months. 

 

  

[Bond # 8] From State General Funds, $176,764 is specifically appropriated for the purpose of 
financing projects and facilities for the Department of Education by means of the acquisition, 
construction, development, extension, enlargement, or improvement of land, waters, property, 
highways, buildings, structures, equipment or facilities, both real and personal, necessary or 
useful in connection therewith, through the issuance of not more than $2,065,000 in principal 
amount of General Obligation Debt, the instruments of which shall have maturities not in 
excess of two hundred and forty months. 

 

  

[Bond # 9] From State General Funds, $346,500 is specifically appropriated for the purpose of 
financing projects and facilities for the Board of Regents of the University System of Georgia 
by means of the acquisition, construction, development, extension, enlargement, or 
improvement of land, waters, property, highways, buildings, structures, equipment or 
facilities, both real and personal, necessary or useful in connection therewith, through the 
issuance of not more than $1,500,000 in principal amount of General Obligation Debt, the 
instruments of which shall have maturities not in excess of sixty months. 

 

  

[Bond # 10] From State General Funds, $254,100 is specifically appropriated for the purpose 
of financing projects and facilities for the Board of Regents of the University System of 
Georgia by means of the acquisition, construction, development, extension, enlargement, or 
improvement of land, waters, property, highways, buildings, structures, equipment or 
facilities, both real and personal, necessary or useful in connection therewith, through the 
issuance of not more than $1,100,000 in principal amount of General Obligation Debt, the 
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instruments of which shall have maturities not in excess of sixty months. 

  

[Bond # 11] From State General Funds, $646,800 is specifically appropriated for the purpose 
of financing projects and facilities for the Board of Regents of the University System of 
Georgia by means of the acquisition, construction, development, extension, enlargement, or 
improvement of land, waters, property, highways, buildings, structures, equipment or 
facilities, both real and personal, necessary or useful in connection therewith, through the 
issuance of not more than $2,800,000 in principal amount of General Obligation Debt, the 
instruments of which shall have maturities not in excess of sixty months. 

 

  

[Bond # 12] From State General Funds, $323,400 is specifically appropriated for the purpose 
of financing projects and facilities for the Board of Regents of the University System of 
Georgia by means of the acquisition, construction, development, extension, enlargement, or 
improvement of land, waters, property, highways, buildings, structures, equipment or 
facilities, both real and personal, necessary or useful in connection therewith, through the 
issuance of not more than $1,400,000 in principal amount of General Obligation Debt, the 
instruments of which shall have maturities not in excess of sixty months. 

 

  

[Bond # 13] From State General Funds, $531,300 is specifically appropriated for the purpose 
of financing projects and facilities for the Board of Regents of the University System of 
Georgia by means of the acquisition, construction, development, extension, enlargement, or 
improvement of land, waters, property, highways, buildings, structures, equipment or 
facilities, both real and personal, necessary or useful in connection therewith, through the 
issuance of not more than $2,300,000 in principal amount of General Obligation Debt, the 
instruments of which shall have maturities not in excess of sixty months. 

 

  

[Bond # 14] From State General Funds, $462,000 is specifically appropriated for the purpose 
of financing projects and facilities for the Board of Regents of the University System of 
Georgia by means of the acquisition, construction, development, extension, enlargement, or 
improvement of land, waters, property, highways, buildings, structures, equipment or 
facilities, both real and personal, necessary or useful in connection therewith, through the 
issuance of not more than $2,000,000 in principal amount of General Obligation Debt, the 
instruments of which shall have maturities not in excess of sixty months. 

 

  

[Bond # 15] From State General Funds, $2,396,800 is specifically appropriated for the 
purpose of financing projects and facilities for the Board of Regents of the University System 
of Georgia by means of the acquisition, construction, development, extension, enlargement, or 
improvement of land, waters, property, highways, buildings, structures, equipment or 
facilities, both real and personal, necessary or useful in connection therewith, through the 
issuance of not more than $28,000,000 in principal amount of General Obligation Debt, the 
instruments of which shall have maturities not in excess of two hundred and forty months. 

 

  

[Bond # 16] From State General Funds, $4,476,880 is specifically appropriated for the 
purpose of financing projects and facilities for the Board of Regents of the University System 
of Georgia by means of the acquisition, construction, development, extension, enlargement, or 
improvement of land, waters, property, highways, buildings, structures, equipment or 
facilities, both real and personal, necessary or useful in connection therewith, through the 
issuance of not more than $52,300,000 in principal amount of General Obligation Debt, the 
instruments of which shall have maturities not in excess of two hundred and forty months. 

 

  [Bond # 17] From State General Funds, $2,157,120 is specifically appropriated for the 
purpose of financing projects and facilities for the Board of Regents of the University System  
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of Georgia by means of the acquisition, construction, development, extension, enlargement, or 
improvement of land, waters, property, highways, buildings, structures, equipment or 
facilities, both real and personal, necessary or useful in connection therewith, through the 
issuance of not more than $25,200,000 in principal amount of General Obligation Debt, the 
instruments of which shall have maturities not in excess of two hundred and forty months. 

  

[Bond # 18] From State General Funds, $5,050,400 is specifically appropriated for the 
purpose of financing projects and facilities for the Board of Regents of the University System 
of Georgia by means of the acquisition, construction, development, extension, enlargement, or 
improvement of land, waters, property, highways, buildings, structures, equipment or 
facilities, both real and personal, necessary or useful in connection therewith, through the 
issuance of not more than $59,000,000 in principal amount of General Obligation Debt, the 
instruments of which shall have maturities not in excess of two hundred and forty months. 

 

  

[Bond # 19] From State General Funds, $2,996,000 is specifically appropriated for the 
purpose of financing projects and facilities for the Board of Regents of the University System 
of Georgia by means of the acquisition, construction, development, extension, enlargement, or 
improvement of land, waters, property, highways, buildings, structures, equipment or 
facilities, both real and personal, necessary or useful in connection therewith, through the 
issuance of not more than $35,000,000 in principal amount of General Obligation Debt, the 
instruments of which shall have maturities not in excess of two hundred and forty months. 

 

  

[Bond # 20] From State General Funds, $2,310,000 is specifically appropriated for the 
purpose of financing projects and facilities for the Board of Regents of the University System 
of Georgia by means of the acquisition, construction, development, extension, enlargement, or 
improvement of land, waters, property, highways, buildings, structures, equipment or 
facilities, both real and personal, necessary or useful in connection therewith, through the 
issuance of not more than $10,000,000 in principal amount of General Obligation Debt, the 
instruments of which shall have maturities not in excess of sixty months. 

 

  

[Bond # 21] From State General Funds, $1,848,000 is specifically appropriated for the 
purpose of financing projects and facilities for the Board of Regents of the University System 
of Georgia by means of the acquisition, construction, development, extension, enlargement, or 
improvement of land, waters, property, highways, buildings, structures, equipment or 
facilities, both real and personal, necessary or useful in connection therewith, through the 
issuance of not more than $8,000,000 in principal amount of General Obligation Debt, the 
instruments of which shall have maturities not in excess of sixty months. 

 

  

[Bond # 22] From State General Funds, $411,180 is specifically appropriated for the purpose 
of financing projects and facilities for the Board of Regents of the University System of 
Georgia by means of the acquisition, construction, development, extension, enlargement, or 
improvement of land, waters, property, highways, buildings, structures, equipment or 
facilities, both real and personal, necessary or useful in connection therewith, through the 
issuance of not more than $1,780,000 in principal amount of General Obligation Debt, the 
instruments of which shall have maturities not in excess of sixty months. 

 

  

[Bond # 23] From State General Funds, $108,284 is specifically appropriated for the purpose 
of financing projects and facilities for the Board of Regents of the University System of 
Georgia by means of the acquisition, construction, development, extension, enlargement, or 
improvement of land, waters, property, highways, buildings, structures, equipment or 
facilities, both real and personal, necessary or useful in connection therewith, through the 
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issuance of not more than $1,265,000 in principal amount of General Obligation Debt, the 
instruments of which shall have maturities not in excess of two hundred and forty months. 

  

[Bond # 24] From State General Funds, $342,400 is specifically appropriated for the purpose 
of financing projects and facilities for the Board of Regents of the University System of 
Georgia by means of the acquisition, construction, development, extension, enlargement, or 
improvement of land, waters, property, highways, buildings, structures, equipment or 
facilities, both real and personal, necessary or useful in connection therewith, through the 
issuance of not more than $4,000,000 in principal amount of General Obligation Debt, the 
instruments of which shall have maturities not in excess of two hundred and forty months. 

 

  

[Bond # 25] From State General Funds, $556,400 is specifically appropriated for the purpose 
of financing projects and facilities for the Board of Regents of the University System of 
Georgia by means of the acquisition, construction, development, extension, enlargement, or 
improvement of land, waters, property, highways, buildings, structures, equipment or 
facilities, both real and personal, necessary or useful in connection therewith, through the 
issuance of not more than $6,500,000 in principal amount of General Obligation Debt, the 
instruments of which shall have maturities not in excess of two hundred and forty months. 

 

  

[Bond # 26] From State General Funds, $642,000 is specifically appropriated for the purpose 
of financing projects and facilities for the Board of Regents of the University System of 
Georgia by means of the acquisition, construction, development, extension, enlargement, or 
improvement of land, waters, property, highways, buildings, structures, equipment or 
facilities, both real and personal, necessary or useful in connection therewith, through the 
issuance of not more than $7,500,000 in principal amount of General Obligation Debt, the 
instruments of which shall have maturities not in excess of two hundred and forty months. 

 

  

[Bond # 27] From State General Funds, $410,880 is specifically appropriated for the purpose 
of financing projects and facilities for the Board of Regents of the University System of 
Georgia by means of the acquisition, construction, development, extension, enlargement, or 
improvement of land, waters, property, highways, buildings, structures, equipment or 
facilities, both real and personal, necessary or useful in connection therewith, through the 
issuance of not more than $4,800,000 in principal amount of General Obligation Debt, the 
instruments of which shall have maturities not in excess of two hundred and forty months. 

 

  

[Bond # 28] From State General Funds, $2,011,600 is specifically appropriated for the 
purpose of financing projects and facilities for the Board of Regents of the University System 
of Georgia by means of the acquisition, construction, development, extension, enlargement, or 
improvement of land, waters, property, highways, buildings, structures, equipment or 
facilities, both real and personal, necessary or useful in connection therewith, through the 
issuance of not more than $23,500,000 in principal amount of General Obligation Debt, the 
instruments of which shall have maturities not in excess of two hundred and forty months. 

 

  

[Bond # 29] From State General Funds, $342,400 is specifically appropriated for the purpose 
of financing projects and facilities for the Board of Regents of the University System of 
Georgia by means of the acquisition, construction, development, extension, enlargement, or 
improvement of land, waters, property, highways, buildings, structures, equipment or 
facilities, both real and personal, necessary or useful in connection therewith, through the 
issuance of not more than $4,000,000 in principal amount of General Obligation Debt, the 
instruments of which shall have maturities not in excess of two hundred and forty months. 
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[Bond # 30] From State General Funds, $214,000 is specifically appropriated for the purpose 
of financing projects and facilities for the Board of Regents of the University System of 
Georgia by means of the acquisition, construction, development, extension, enlargement, or 
improvement of land, waters, property, highways, buildings, structures, equipment or 
facilities, both real and personal, necessary or useful in connection therewith, through the 
issuance of not more than $2,500,000 in principal amount of General Obligation Debt, the 
instruments of which shall have maturities not in excess of two hundred and forty months. 

 

  

[Bond # 31] From State General Funds, $64,200 is specifically appropriated for the purpose of 
financing projects and facilities for the Board of Regents of the University System of Georgia 
by means of the acquisition, construction, development, extension, enlargement, or 
improvement of land, waters, property, highways, buildings, structures, equipment or 
facilities, both real and personal, necessary or useful in connection therewith, through the 
issuance of not more than $750,000 in principal amount of General Obligation Debt, the 
instruments of which shall have maturities not in excess of two hundred and forty months. 

 

  

[Bond # 32] From State General Funds, $214,000 is specifically appropriated for the purpose 
of financing projects and facilities for the Board of Regents of the University System of 
Georgia by means of the acquisition, construction, development, extension, enlargement, or 
improvement of land, waters, property, highways, buildings, structures, equipment or 
facilities, both real and personal, necessary or useful in connection therewith, through the 
issuance of not more than $2,500,000 in principal amount of General Obligation Debt, the 
instruments of which shall have maturities not in excess of two hundred and forty months. 

 

  

[Bond # 33] From State General Funds, $352,275 is specifically appropriated for the purpose 
of financing projects and facilities for the Board of Regents of the University System of 
Georgia by means of the acquisition, construction, development, extension, enlargement, or 
improvement of land, waters, property, highways, buildings, structures, equipment or 
facilities, both real and personal, necessary or useful in connection therewith, through the 
issuance of not more than $1,525,000 in principal amount of General Obligation Debt, the 
instruments of which shall have maturities not in excess of sixty months. 

 

  

[Bond # 34] From State General Funds, $299,600 is specifically appropriated for the purpose 
of financing projects and facilities for the Board of Regents of the University System of 
Georgia by means of the acquisition, construction, development, extension, enlargement, or 
improvement of land, waters, property, highways, buildings, structures, equipment or 
facilities, both real and personal, necessary or useful in connection therewith, through the 
issuance of not more than $3,500,000 in principal amount of General Obligation Debt, the 
instruments of which shall have maturities not in excess of two hundred and forty months. 

 

  

[Bond # 35] From State General Funds, $520,905 is specifically appropriated to the Board of 
Regents of the University System of Georgia to provide public library facilities by grant to the 
boards of trustees of public libraries or boards of trustees of public library systems, through 
the issuance of not more than $2,255,000 in principal amount of General Obligation Debt, the 
instruments of which shall have maturities not in excess of sixty months. 

 

  

[Bond # 36] From State General Funds, $1,848,000 is specifically appropriated for the 
purpose of financing projects and facilities for the Technical College System of Georgia by 
means of the acquisition, construction, development, extension, enlargement, or improvement 
of land, waters, property, highways, buildings, structures, equipment or facilities, both real 
and personal, necessary or useful in connection therewith, through the issuance of not more 
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than $8,000,000 in principal amount of General Obligation Debt, the instruments of which 
shall have maturities not in excess of sixty months. 

  

[Bond # 37] From State General Funds, $1,155,000 is specifically appropriated for the 
purpose of financing projects and facilities for the Technical College System of Georgia by 
means of the acquisition, construction, development, extension, enlargement, or improvement 
of land, waters, property, highways, buildings, structures, equipment or facilities, both real 
and personal, necessary or useful in connection therewith, through the issuance of not more 
than $5,000,000 in principal amount of General Obligation Debt, the instruments of which 
shall have maturities not in excess of sixty months. 

 

  

[Bond # 38] From State General Funds, $184,800 is specifically appropriated for the purpose 
of financing projects and facilities for the Technical College System of Georgia by means of 
the acquisition, construction, development, extension, enlargement, or improvement of land, 
waters, property, highways, buildings, structures, equipment or facilities, both real and 
personal, necessary or useful in connection therewith, through the issuance of not more than 
$800,000 in principal amount of General Obligation Debt, the instruments of which shall have 
maturities not in excess of sixty months. 

 

  

[Bond # 39] From State General Funds, $337,260 is specifically appropriated for the purpose 
of financing projects and facilities for the Technical College System of Georgia by means of 
the acquisition, construction, development, extension, enlargement, or improvement of land, 
waters, property, highways, buildings, structures, equipment or facilities, both real and 
personal, necessary or useful in connection therewith, through the issuance of not more than 
$1,460,000 in principal amount of General Obligation Debt, the instruments of which shall 
have maturities not in excess of sixty months. 

 

  

[Bond # 40] From State General Funds, $381,348 is specifically appropriated for the purpose 
of financing projects and facilities for the Technical College System of Georgia by means of 
the acquisition, construction, development, extension, enlargement, or improvement of land, 
waters, property, highways, buildings, structures, equipment or facilities, both real and 
personal, necessary or useful in connection therewith, through the issuance of not more than 
$4,455,000 in principal amount of General Obligation Debt, the instruments of which shall 
have maturities not in excess of two hundred and forty months. 

 

  

[Bond # 41] From State General Funds, $545,700 is specifically appropriated for the purpose 
of financing projects and facilities for the Technical College System of Georgia by means of 
the acquisition, construction, development, extension, enlargement, or improvement of land, 
waters, property, highways, buildings, structures, equipment or facilities, both real and 
personal, necessary or useful in connection therewith, through the issuance of not more than 
$6,375,000 in principal amount of General Obligation Debt, the instruments of which shall 
have maturities not in excess of two hundred and forty months. 

 

  

[Bond # 42] From State General Funds, $131,824 is specifically appropriated for the purpose 
of financing projects and facilities for the Technical College System of Georgia by means of 
the acquisition, construction, development, extension, enlargement, or improvement of land, 
waters, property, highways, buildings, structures, equipment or facilities, both real and 
personal, necessary or useful in connection therewith, through the issuance of not more than 
$1,540,000 in principal amount of General Obligation Debt, the instruments of which shall 
have maturities not in excess of two hundred and forty months. 
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[Bond # 43] From State General Funds, $358,236 is specifically appropriated for the purpose 
of financing projects and facilities for the Technical College System of Georgia by means of 
the acquisition, construction, development, extension, enlargement, or improvement of land, 
waters, property, highways, buildings, structures, equipment or facilities, both real and 
personal, necessary or useful in connection therewith, through the issuance of not more than 
$4,185,000 in principal amount of General Obligation Debt, the instruments of which shall 
have maturities not in excess of two hundred and forty months. 

 

  

[Bond # 44] From State General Funds, $494,340 is specifically appropriated for the purpose 
of financing projects and facilities for the Technical College System of Georgia by means of 
the acquisition, construction, development, extension, enlargement, or improvement of land, 
waters, property, highways, buildings, structures, equipment or facilities, both real and 
personal, necessary or useful in connection therewith, through the issuance of not more than 
$5,775,000 in principal amount of General Obligation Debt, the instruments of which shall 
have maturities not in excess of two hundred and forty months. 

 

  

[Bond # 45] From State General Funds, $338,976 is specifically appropriated for the purpose 
of financing projects and facilities for the Technical College System of Georgia by means of 
the acquisition, construction, development, extension, enlargement, or improvement of land, 
waters, property, highways, buildings, structures, equipment or facilities, both real and 
personal, necessary or useful in connection therewith, through the issuance of not more than 
$3,960,000 in principal amount of General Obligation Debt, the instruments of which shall 
have maturities not in excess of two hundred and forty months. 

 

  

[Bond # 46] From State General Funds, $1,198,400 is specifically appropriated for the 
purpose of financing projects and facilities for the Technical College System of Georgia by 
means of the acquisition, construction, development, extension, enlargement, or improvement 
of land, waters, property, highways, buildings, structures, equipment or facilities, both real 
and personal, necessary or useful in connection therewith, through the issuance of not more 
than $14,000,000 in principal amount of General Obligation Debt, the instruments of which 
shall have maturities not in excess of two hundred and forty months. 

 

  

[Bond # 47] From State General Funds, $1,369,600 is specifically appropriated for the 
purpose of financing projects and facilities for the Technical College System of Georgia by 
means of the acquisition, construction, development, extension, enlargement, or improvement 
of land, waters, property, highways, buildings, structures, equipment or facilities, both real 
and personal, necessary or useful in connection therewith, through the issuance of not more 
than $16,000,000 in principal amount of General Obligation Debt, the instruments of which 
shall have maturities not in excess of two hundred and forty months. 

 

  

[Bond # 48] From State General Funds, $1,070,000 is specifically appropriated for the 
purpose of financing projects and facilities for the Technical College System of Georgia by 
means of the acquisition, construction, development, extension, enlargement, or improvement 
of land, waters, property, highways, buildings, structures, equipment or facilities, both real 
and personal, necessary or useful in connection therewith, through the issuance of not more 
than $12,500,000 in principal amount of General Obligation Debt, the instruments of which 
shall have maturities not in excess of two hundred and forty months. 

 

  
[Bond # 49] From State General Funds, $214,856 is specifically appropriated for the purpose 
of financing projects and facilities for the Department of Behavioral Health and 
Developmental Disabilities by means of the acquisition, construction, development, extension, 
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enlargement, or improvement of land, waters, property, highways, buildings, structures, 
equipment or facilities, both real and personal, necessary or useful in connection therewith, 
through the issuance of not more than $2,510,000 in principal amount of General Obligation 
Debt, the instruments of which shall have maturities not in excess of two hundred and forty 
months. 

  

[Bond # 50] From State General Funds, $19,260 is specifically appropriated for the purpose of 
financing projects and facilities for the Department of Veterans Service by means of the 
acquisition, construction, development, extension, enlargement, or improvement of land, 
waters, property, highways, buildings, structures, equipment or facilities, both real and 
personal, necessary or useful in connection therewith, through the issuance of not more than 
$225,000 in principal amount of General Obligation Debt, the instruments of which shall have 
maturities not in excess of two hundred and forty months. 

 

  

[Bond # 51] From State General Funds, $1,055,670 is specifically appropriated for the 
purpose of financing projects and facilities for the Department of Corrections by means of the 
acquisition, construction, development, extension, enlargement, or improvement of land, 
waters, property, highways, buildings, structures, equipment or facilities, both real and 
personal, necessary or useful in connection therewith, through the issuance of not more than 
$4,570,000 in principal amount of General Obligation Debt, the instruments of which shall 
have maturities not in excess of sixty months. 

 

  

[Bond # 52] From State General Funds, $649,110 is specifically appropriated for the purpose 
of financing projects and facilities for the Department of Corrections by means of the 
acquisition, construction, development, extension, enlargement, or improvement of land, 
waters, property, highways, buildings, structures, equipment or facilities, both real and 
personal, necessary or useful in connection therewith, through the issuance of not more than 
$2,810,000 in principal amount of General Obligation Debt, the instruments of which shall 
have maturities not in excess of sixty months. 

 

  

[Bond # 53] From State General Funds, $428,000 is specifically appropriated for the purpose 
of financing projects and facilities for the Department of Corrections by means of the 
acquisition, construction, development, extension, enlargement, or improvement of land, 
waters, property, highways, buildings, structures, equipment or facilities, both real and 
personal, necessary or useful in connection therewith, through the issuance of not more than 
$5,000,000 in principal amount of General Obligation Debt, the instruments of which shall 
have maturities not in excess of two hundred and forty months. 

 

  

[Bond # 54] From State General Funds, $462,000 is specifically appropriated for the purpose 
of financing projects and facilities for the Department of Corrections by means of the 
acquisition, construction, development, extension, enlargement, or improvement of land, 
waters, property, highways, buildings, structures, equipment or facilities, both real and 
personal, necessary or useful in connection therewith, through the issuance of not more than 
$2,000,000 in principal amount of General Obligation Debt, the instruments of which shall 
have maturities not in excess of sixty months. 

 

  

[Bond # 55] From State General Funds, $173,250 is specifically appropriated for the purpose 
of financing projects and facilities for the Department of Defense by means of the acquisition, 
construction, development, extension, enlargement, or improvement of land, waters, property, 
highways, buildings, structures, equipment or facilities, both real and personal, necessary or 
useful in connection therewith, through the issuance of not more than $750,000 in principal 
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amount of General Obligation Debt, the instruments of which shall have maturities not in 
excess of sixty months. 

  

[Bond # 56] From State General Funds, $184,800 is specifically appropriated for the purpose 
of financing projects and facilities for the Georgia Bureau of Investigation by means of the 
acquisition, construction, development, extension, enlargement, or improvement of land, 
waters, property, highways, buildings, structures, equipment or facilities, both real and 
personal, necessary or useful in connection therewith, through the issuance of not more than 
$800,000 in principal amount of General Obligation Debt, the instruments of which shall have 
maturities not in excess of sixty months. 

 

  

[Bond # 57] From State General Funds, $29,960 is specifically appropriated for the purpose of 
financing projects and facilities for the Georgia Bureau of Investigation by means of the 
acquisition, construction, development, extension, enlargement, or improvement of land, 
waters, property, highways, buildings, structures, equipment or facilities, both real and 
personal, necessary or useful in connection therewith, through the issuance of not more than 
$350,000 in principal amount of General Obligation Debt, the instruments of which shall have 
maturities not in excess of two hundred and forty months. 

 

  

[Bond # 58] From State General Funds, $160,545 is specifically appropriated for the purpose 
of financing projects and facilities for the Georgia Bureau of Investigation by means of the 
acquisition, construction, development, extension, enlargement, or improvement of land, 
waters, property, highways, buildings, structures, equipment or facilities, both real and 
personal, necessary or useful in connection therewith, through the issuance of not more than 
$695,000 in principal amount of General Obligation Debt, the instruments of which shall have 
maturities not in excess of sixty months. 

 

  

[Bond # 59] From State General Funds, $713,790 is specifically appropriated for the purpose 
of financing projects and facilities for the Department of Juvenile Justice by means of the 
acquisition, construction, development, extension, enlargement, or improvement of land, 
waters, property, highways, buildings, structures, equipment or facilities, both real and 
personal, necessary or useful in connection therewith, through the issuance of not more than 
$3,090,000 in principal amount of General Obligation Debt, the instruments of which shall 
have maturities not in excess of sixty months. 

 

  

[Bond # 60] From State General Funds, $281,196 is specifically appropriated for the purpose 
of financing projects and facilities for the Department of Juvenile Justice by means of the 
acquisition, construction, development, extension, enlargement, or improvement of land, 
waters, property, highways, buildings, structures, equipment or facilities, both real and 
personal, necessary or useful in connection therewith, through the issuance of not more than 
$3,285,000 in principal amount of General Obligation Debt, the instruments of which shall 
have maturities not in excess of two hundred and forty months. 

 

  

[Bond # 61] From State General Funds, $201,160 is specifically appropriated for the purpose 
of financing projects and facilities for the Department of Juvenile Justice by means of the 
acquisition, construction, development, extension, enlargement, or improvement of land, 
waters, property, highways, buildings, structures, equipment or facilities, both real and 
personal, necessary or useful in connection therewith, through the issuance of not more than 
$2,350,000 in principal amount of General Obligation Debt, the instruments of which shall 
have maturities not in excess of two hundred and forty months. 
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[Bond # 62] From State General Funds, $554,400 is specifically appropriated for the purpose 
of financing projects and facilities for the Department of Public Safety by means of the 
acquisition, construction, development, extension, enlargement, or improvement of land, 
waters, property, highways, buildings, structures, equipment or facilities, both real and 
personal, necessary or useful in connection therewith, through the issuance of not more than 
$2,400,000 in principal amount of General Obligation Debt, the instruments of which shall 
have maturities not in excess of sixty months. 

 

  

[Bond # 63] From State General Funds, $524,800 is specifically appropriated for the purpose 
of financing projects and facilities for the Department of Public Safety by means of the 
acquisition, construction, development, extension, enlargement, or improvement of land, 
waters, property, highways, buildings, structures, equipment or facilities, both real and 
personal, necessary or useful in connection therewith, through the issuance of not more than 
$4,000,000 in principal amount of General Obligation Debt, the instruments of which shall 
have maturities not in excess of one hundred and twenty months. 

 

  

[Bond # 64] From State General Funds, $377,496 is specifically appropriated for the purpose 
of financing projects and facilities for the Department of Public Safety by means of the 
acquisition, construction, development, extension, enlargement, or improvement of land, 
waters, property, highways, buildings, structures, equipment or facilities, both real and 
personal, necessary or useful in connection therewith, through the issuance of not more than 
$4,410,000 in principal amount of General Obligation Debt, the instruments of which shall 
have maturities not in excess of two hundred and forty months. 

 

  

[Bond # 65] From State General Funds, $51,975 is specifically appropriated for the purpose of 
financing projects and facilities for the Department of Public Safety by means of the 
acquisition, construction, development, extension, enlargement, or improvement of land, 
waters, property, highways, buildings, structures, equipment or facilities, both real and 
personal, necessary or useful in connection therewith, through the issuance of not more than 
$225,000 in principal amount of General Obligation Debt, the instruments of which shall have 
maturities not in excess of sixty months. 

 

  

[Bond # 66] From State General Funds, $188,320 is specifically appropriated for the purpose 
of financing projects and facilities for the Georgia Building Authority by means of the 
acquisition, construction, development, extension, enlargement, or improvement of land, 
waters, property, highways, buildings, structures, equipment or facilities, both real and 
personal, necessary or useful in connection therewith, through the issuance of not more than 
$2,200,000 in principal amount of General Obligation Debt, the instruments of which shall 
have maturities not in excess of two hundred and forty months. 

 

  

[Bond # 67] From State General Funds, $856,000 is specifically appropriated for the purpose 
of financing projects and facilities for the Georgia Building Authority by means of the 
acquisition, construction, development, extension, enlargement, or improvement of land, 
waters, property, highways, buildings, structures, equipment or facilities, both real and 
personal, necessary or useful in connection therewith, through the issuance of not more than 
$10,000,000 in principal amount of General Obligation Debt, the instruments of which shall 
have maturities not in excess of two hundred and forty months. 

 

  
[Bond # 68] From State General Funds, $301,760 is specifically appropriated for the purpose 
of financing projects and facilities for the Georgia Forestry Commission by means of the 
acquisition, construction, development, extension, enlargement, or improvement of land, 
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waters, property, highways, buildings, structures, equipment or facilities, both real and 
personal, necessary or useful in connection therewith, through the issuance of not more than 
$2,300,000 in principal amount of General Obligation Debt, the instruments of which shall 
have maturities not in excess of one hundred and twenty months. 

  

[Bond # 69] From State General Funds, $95,872 is specifically appropriated for the purpose of 
financing projects and facilities for the Georgia Forestry Commission by means of the 
acquisition, construction, development, extension, enlargement, or improvement of land, 
waters, property, highways, buildings, structures, equipment or facilities, both real and 
personal, necessary or useful in connection therewith, through the issuance of not more than 
$1,120,000 in principal amount of General Obligation Debt, the instruments of which shall 
have maturities not in excess of two hundred and forty months. 

 

  

[Bond # 70] From State General Funds, $401,940 is specifically appropriated for the purpose 
of financing projects and facilities for the Georgia Forestry Commission by means of the 
acquisition, construction, development, extension, enlargement, or improvement of land, 
waters, property, highways, buildings, structures, equipment or facilities, both real and 
personal, necessary or useful in connection therewith, through the issuance of not more than 
$1,740,000 in principal amount of General Obligation Debt, the instruments of which shall 
have maturities not in excess of sixty months. 

 

  

[Bond # 71] From State General Funds, $115,500 is specifically appropriated for the purpose 
of financing projects and facilities for the Department of Natural Resources by means of the 
acquisition, construction, development, extension, enlargement, or improvement of land, 
waters, property, highways, buildings, structures, equipment or facilities, both real and 
personal, necessary or useful in connection therewith, through the issuance of not more than 
$500,000 in principal amount of General Obligation Debt, the instruments of which shall have 
maturities not in excess of sixty months. 

 

  

[Bond # 72] From State General Funds, $273,920 is specifically appropriated for the purpose 
of financing projects and facilities for the Department of Natural Resources by means of the 
acquisition, construction, development, extension, enlargement, or improvement of land, 
waters, property, highways, buildings, structures, equipment or facilities, both real and 
personal, necessary or useful in connection therewith, through the issuance of not more than 
$3,200,000 in principal amount of General Obligation Debt, the instruments of which shall 
have maturities not in excess of two hundred and forty months. 

 

  

[Bond # 73] From State General Funds, $554,400 is specifically appropriated for the purpose 
of financing projects and facilities for the Department of Natural Resources by means of the 
acquisition, construction, development, extension, enlargement, or improvement of land, 
waters, property, highways, buildings, structures, equipment or facilities, both real and 
personal, necessary or useful in connection therewith, through the issuance of not more than 
$2,400,000 in principal amount of General Obligation Debt, the instruments of which shall 
have maturities not in excess of sixty months. 

 

  

[Bond # 74] From State General Funds, $141,240 is specifically appropriated for the purpose 
of financing projects and facilities for the Department of Natural Resources by means of the 
acquisition, construction, development, extension, enlargement, or improvement of land, 
waters, property, highways, buildings, structures, equipment or facilities, both real and 
personal, necessary or useful in connection therewith, through the issuance of not more than 
$1,650,000 in principal amount of General Obligation Debt, the instruments of which shall 
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have maturities not in excess of two hundred and forty months. 

  

[Bond # 75] From State General Funds, $214,856 is specifically appropriated for the purpose 
of financing projects and facilities for the Department of Natural Resources by means of the 
acquisition, construction, development, extension, enlargement, or improvement of land, 
waters, property, highways, buildings, structures, equipment or facilities, both real and 
personal, necessary or useful in connection therewith, through the issuance of not more than 
$2,510,000 in principal amount of General Obligation Debt, the instruments of which shall 
have maturities not in excess of two hundred and forty months. 

 

  

[Bond # 76] From State General Funds, $454,000 is specifically appropriated for the purpose 
of financing projects and facilities for the Department of Natural Resources by means of the 
acquisition, construction, development, extension, enlargement, or improvement of land, 
waters, property, highways, buildings, structures, equipment or facilities, both real and 
personal, necessary or useful in connection therewith, through the issuance of not more than 
$5,000,000 in principal amount of General Obligation Debt, the instruments of which shall 
have maturities not in excess of two hundred and forty months. 

 

  

[Bond # 77] From State General Funds, $214,000 is specifically appropriated for the purpose 
of financing projects and facilities for the Department of Natural Resources by means of the 
acquisition, construction, development, extension, enlargement, or improvement of land, 
waters, property, highways, buildings, structures, equipment or facilities, both real and 
personal, necessary or useful in connection therewith, through the issuance of not more than 
$2,500,000 in principal amount of General Obligation Debt, the instruments of which shall 
have maturities not in excess of two hundred and forty months. 

 

  

[Bond # 78] From State General Funds, $254,100 is specifically appropriated for the purpose 
of financing projects and facilities for the Department of Revenue by means of the acquisition, 
construction, development, extension, enlargement, or improvement of land, waters, property, 
highways, buildings, structures, equipment or facilities, both real and personal, necessary or 
useful in connection therewith, through the issuance of not more than $1,100,000 in principal 
amount of General Obligation Debt, the instruments of which shall have maturities not in 
excess of sixty months. 

 

  

[Bond # 79] From State General Funds, $258,720 is specifically appropriated for the purpose 
of financing projects and facilities for the Department of Revenue by means of the acquisition, 
construction, development, extension, enlargement, or improvement of land, waters, property, 
highways, buildings, structures, equipment or facilities, both real and personal, necessary or 
useful in connection therewith, through the issuance of not more than $1,120,000 in principal 
amount of General Obligation Debt, the instruments of which shall have maturities not in 
excess of sixty months. 

 

  

[Bond # 80] From State General Funds, $311,850 is specifically appropriated for the purpose 
of financing projects and facilities for the Department of Revenue by means of the acquisition, 
construction, development, extension, enlargement, or improvement of land, waters, property, 
highways, buildings, structures, equipment or facilities, both real and personal, necessary or 
useful in connection therewith, through the issuance of not more than $1,350,000 in principal 
amount of General Obligation Debt, the instruments of which shall have maturities not in 
excess of sixty months. 

 

  [Bond # 81] From State General Funds, $154,080 is specifically appropriated for the purpose 
of financing projects and facilities for the Soil and Water Conservation Commission by means  
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of the acquisition, construction, development, extension, enlargement, or improvement of 
land, waters, property, highways, buildings, structures, equipment or facilities, both real and 
personal, necessary or useful in connection therewith, through the issuance of not more than 
$1,800,000 in principal amount of General Obligation Debt, the instruments of which shall 
have maturities not in excess of two hundred and forty months. 

  

[Bond # 82] From State General Funds, $144,375 is specifically appropriated for the purpose 
of financing projects and facilities for the Georgia State Financing and Investment 
Commission by means of the acquisition, construction, development, extension, enlargement, 
or improvement of land, waters, property, highways, buildings, structures, equipment or 
facilities, both real and personal, necessary or useful in connection therewith, through the 
issuance of not more than $625,000 in principal amount of General Obligation Debt, the 
instruments of which shall have maturities not in excess of sixty months. 

 

  

[Bond # 83] From State General Funds, $1,712,000 is specifically appropriated for the 
purpose of financing projects and facilities for the Department of Community Affairs by 
means of the acquisition, construction, development, extension, enlargement, or improvement 
of land, waters, property, highways, buildings, structures, equipment or facilities, both real 
and personal, necessary or useful in connection therewith, through the issuance of not more 
than $20,000,000 in principal amount of General Obligation Debt, the instruments of which 
shall have maturities not in excess of two hundred and forty months. 

 

  

[Bond # 84] From State General Funds, $196,350 is specifically appropriated for the purpose 
of financing projects and facilities for the Department of Community Affairs by means of the 
acquisition, construction, development, extension, enlargement, or improvement of land, 
waters, property, highways, buildings, structures, equipment or facilities, both real and 
personal, necessary or useful in connection therewith, through the issuance of not more than 
$850,000 in principal amount of General Obligation Debt, the instruments of which shall have 
maturities not in excess of sixty months. 

 

  

[Bond # 85] From State General Funds, $288,472 is specifically appropriated to the 
Department of Economic Development for the purpose of financing projects and facilities for 
the Georgia World Congress Center Authority by means of the acquisition, construction, 
development, extension, enlargement, or improvement of land, waters, property, highways, 
buildings, structures, equipment or facilities, both real and personal, necessary or useful in 
connection therewith, through the issuance of not more than $3,370,000 in principal amount 
of General Obligation Debt, the instruments of which shall have maturities not in excess of 
two hundred and forty months. 

 

  

[Bond # 86] From State General Funds, $1,362,000 is specifically appropriated to the 
Department of Economic Development for the purpose of financing projects and facilities for 
the Georgia World Congress Center Authority by means of the acquisition, construction, 
development, extension, enlargement, or improvement of land, waters, property, highways, 
buildings, structures, equipment or facilities, both real and personal, necessary or useful in 
connection therewith, through the issuance of not more than $15,000,000 in principal amount 
of General Obligation Debt, the instruments of which shall have maturities not in excess of 
two hundred and forty months. 

 

  
[Bond # 87] From State General Funds, $1,904,600 is specifically appropriated for the 
Georgia Environmental Finance Authority for the purposes of financing loans to local 
government and local government entities for water or sewerage facilities or systems, through 
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the issuance of not more than $22,250,000 in principal amount of General Obligation Debt, 
the instruments of which shall have maturities not in excess of two hundred and forty months.

  

[Bond # 88] From State General Funds, $410,880 is specifically appropriated for the Georgia 
Environmental Finance Authority for the purposes of financing loans to local government and 
local government entities for water or sewerage facilities or systems, through the issuance of 
not more than $4,800,000 in principal amount of General Obligation Debt, the instruments of 
which shall have maturities not in excess of two hundred and forty months. 

 

  

[Bond # 89] From State General Funds, $410,880 is specifically appropriated for the Georgia 
Environmental Finance Authority for the purposes of financing loans to local government and 
local government entities for water or sewerage facilities or systems, through the issuance of 
not more than $4,800,000 in principal amount of General Obligation Debt, the instruments of 
which shall have maturities not in excess of two hundred and forty months. 

 

  

[Bond # 90] From State General Funds, $1,776,200 is specifically appropriated for the 
Georgia Environmental Finance Authority for the purposes of financing loans to local 
government and local government entities for water or sewerage facilities or systems, through 
the issuance of not more than $20,750,000 in principal amount of General Obligation Debt, 
the instruments of which shall have maturities not in excess of two hundred and forty months.

 

  

[Bond # 91] From State General Funds, $3,997,520 is specifically appropriated for the 
purpose of financing projects and facilities for the Georgia Ports Authority by means of the 
acquisition, construction, development, extension, enlargement, or improvement of land, 
waters, property, highways, buildings, structures, equipment or facilities, both real and 
personal, necessary or useful in connection therewith, through the issuance of not more than 
$46,700,000 in principal amount of General Obligation Debt, the instruments of which shall 
have maturities not in excess of two hundred and forty months. 

 

     

    
   

Section 52: General Obligation Bonds Repealed, Revised, or Reinstated  

  

The following paragraph of Section 50 of the General Appropriations Act for State Fiscal 
Year 2010-2011 (Ga. L. 2010, Volume One, Book Two Appendix, commencing at p. 1 of 
164, 160, Act No. 684, 2010 Regular Session, H.B. 948) which reads as follows: 
 
[Bond # 78] From State General Funds, $872,000 is specifically appropriated for the purpose 
of financing projects and facilities for the Department of Economic Development by means of 
the acquisition, construction, development, extension, enlargement, or improvement of land, 
waters, property, highways, buildings, structures, equipment or facilities, both real and 
personal, necessary or useful in connection therewith, through the issuance of not more than 
$10,000,000 in principal amount of General Obligation Debt, the instruments of which shall 
have maturities not in excess of two hundred and forty months. 
 
and carried forward in Section 50 of the Supplementary General Appropriations Act for State 
Fiscal Year 2010-2011 (Ga. L. 2011, Volume One, Book Two Appendix, commencing at p. 1 
of 147, 140, Act No. 2, 2011 Regular Session, H.B. 77), and which amended reads as follows:
 
[Bond # 73] From State General Funds, $872,000 is specifically appropriated for the purpose 
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of financing projects and facilities for the Department of Economic Development by means of 
the acquisition, construction, development, extension, enlargement, or improvement of land, 
waters, property, highways, buildings, structures, equipment or facilities, both real and 
personal, necessary or useful in connection therewith, through the issuance of not more than 
$10,000,000 in principal amount of General Obligation Debt, the instruments of which shall 
have maturities not in excess of two hundred and forty months. 
 
is hereby repealed in its entirety. 
 
The following paragraph of Section 50 of the General Appropriations Act for State Fiscal 
Year 2011-2012 (Ga. L. 2011, Volume One, Book Two Appendix, commencing at p. 1 of 
231, Act No. 223, 2011 Regular Session, H.B. 78) which reads as follows: 
 
Economic Development, Department of 
379.212 BOND: Georgia World Congress Center: $5,000,000 in principal for 20 years at 
5.75%: Fund an expanded parking facility and related improvements. 
From State General Funds, $454,000 is specifically appropriated for the purpose of financing 
projects and facilities for the Department of Economic Development by means of the 
acquisition, construction, development, extension, enlargement, or improvement of land, 
waters, property, highways, buildings, structures, equipment or facilities, both real and 
personal, necessary or useful in connection therewith, through the issuance of not more than 
$5,000,000 in principal amount of General Obligation Debt, the instruments of which shall 
have maturities not in excess of 240 months. 
 
and carried forward in Section 51 of the Supplementary General Appropriations Act for State 
Fiscal Year 2011-2012 (H.B. 741), and which amended reads as follows: 
 
[Bond # 74] From State General Funds, $454,000 is specifically appropriated for the purpose 
of financing projects and facilities for the Department of Economic Development by means of 
the acquisition, construction, development, extension, enlargement, or improvement of land, 
waters, property, highways, buildings, structures, equipment or facilities, both real and 
personal, necessary or useful in connection therewith, through the issuance of not more than 
$5,000,000 in principal amount of General Obligation Debt, the instruments of which shall 
have maturities not in excess of two hundred and forty months. 
 
is hereby repealed in its entirety. 

   

Section 53: Refunds  

  

In addition to all other appropriations, there is hereby appropriated, as needed, a specific sum 
of money equal to each refund authorized by law, which is required to make refunds of taxes 
and other monies collected in error, farmer gasoline tax refunds, and any other refunds 
specifically authorized by law. 

 

   

Section 54: Leases  

  In accordance with the requirements of Article IX, Section III, Paragraph I(a) of the  
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Constitution of the State of Georgia, as amended, there is hereby appropriated payable to each 
department, agency, or institution of the State sums sufficient to satisfy the payments required 
to be made in each year under existing lease contracts between any department, agency, or 
institution of the State and any authority created and activated at the time of the effective date 
of the aforesaid constitutional provision, as amended, or appropriated for the State Fiscal Year 
addressed within this Act. If for any reason any of the sums herein provided under any other 
provision of this Act are insufficient to make the required payments in full, then there shall be 
taken from other funds appropriated to the department, agency, or institution involved an 
amount sufficient to satisfy such deficiency in full, and the lease payment shall constitute a 
first charge on all such appropriations. 

   

Section 55: Budgetary Control and Interpretation  

  

The appropriations of State Funds in this Act shall consist of the amount stated for each line at 
the most specific level of detail associated with the statement of Program Name and Program 
Purpose. The appropriations of Federal Funds and of Other Funds in this Act shall consist of 
the amount stated at the broadest or summary level of detail associated with the statement of 
Program Name and Program Purpose, and the more specific levels of detail shall be for 
information only. In the preceding sentence, “Federal Funds” means any federal funding 
source, whether specifically identified or not specifically identified; “Other Funds” means all 
other fund sources except State Funds and Federal Funds, including in Other Funds without 
limitation all Intra-State Government Transfers. Regardless of placement on the page, both the 
broadest or summary level of detail and the more specific detail of appropriations of Intra-
State Government Transfers shall be deemed more specific levels of detail of Other Funds, 
and the broadest or summary amount shall be deemed added to the broadest or summary 
amount of the appropriation of Other Funds for the program. 
 
Within this Act, Program Names appear as underlined captions, and Program Purpose appears 
immediately below as italicized text. Text within a box is not an appropriation but rather is for 
information only. The most specific level of detail for authorizations for general obligation 
debt in Section 51 shall be the authorizing paragraphs. 

 

   

Section 56: Flex  

  

Notwithstanding any other statement of purpose, the purpose of each appropriation of federal 
funds or other funds shall be the stated purpose or any other lawful purpose consistent with 
the fund source and the general law powers of the budget unit.  
 
In the preceding sentence, “Federal Funds” means any federal funding source, whether 
specifically identified or not specifically identified; “Other Funds” means all other fund 
sources except State Funds or Federal Funds, including without limitation, Intra-State 
Government Transfers. This paragraph shall not permit an agency to include within its flex the 
appropriations for an agency attached to it for administrative purposes. 
 
For purposes of the appropriations for the “Medicaid: Low-Income Medicaid” and “Medicaid: 
Aged, Blind, and Disabled” programs of the Department of Community Health, the 
appropriation of a particular State fund source for each program shall be the amount stated, 
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and each such program shall also be authorized up to an additional amount of 2 percent (2%) 
of the amount stated. However, if the additional authority is used, the appropriation of the 
same State fund source for the other program to that agency shall be reduced in the same 
amount, such that the stated total in program appropriations from that State fund source for 
the two programs shall not be exceeded. However, the additional amount shall be from a State 
fund source which is lawfully available for the program to which it is added. 

   

Section 57: Effective Date  

  This Act shall become effective upon its approval by the Governor or upon its becoming law 
without such approval.  

   

Section 58: Repeal Conflicting Laws  

  All laws and parts of laws in conflict with this Act are repealed.  

 
 The Speaker resolved the House into a Committee of the Whole for the purpose of 
considering the Committee substitute to HB 742, designating Representative O'Neal of 
the 146th as Chairman thereof. 
 
 The Speaker called the House to order. 
 
 The Committee of the Whole arose and through its Chairman reported HB 742 back to 
the House with the recommendation that the same Do Pass, by the Appropriations 
Committee substitute. 
 
 The Committee substitute was adopted. 
 
 The report of the Committee, which was favorable to the passage of the Bill, by 
substitute, was agreed to. 
 
 On the passage of the Bill, by substitute, the roll call was ordered and the vote was as 
follows: 
 
N Abdul-Salaam 
N Abrams 
Y Allison 
Y Amerson 
Y Anderson 
Y Ashe 
Y Atwood 
Y Baker 
Y Battles 
N Beasley-Teague 
N Bell 
N Benfield 
Y Benton 
Y Beverly 

Y Davis 
Y Dawkins-Haigler 
Y Dempsey 
Y Dickerson 
Y Dickey 
Y Dickson 
Y Dobbs 
Y Dollar 
Y Drenner 
Y Dudgeon 
Y Dukes 
Y Dunahoo 
Y Dutton 
Y Ehrhart 

Y Heckstall 
Y Hembree 
Y Henson 
Y Hightower 
Y Hill 
N Holcomb 
Y Holmes 
Y Holt 
Y Horne 
Y Houston 
Y Howard 
Y Hudson 
Y Hugley 
Y Jackson 

Y McBrayer 
Y McCall 
Y McKillip 
Y Meadows 
N Mitchell 
Y Morgan 
Y Morris 
N Mosby 
Y Murphy 
Y Neal, J 
    Neal, Y 
Y Nimmer 
Y Nix 
Y Oliver 

Y Shaw 
E Sheldon  
Y Sims, B 
Y Sims, C 
N Smith, E 
Y Smith, K 
Y Smith, L 
Y Smith, R 
Y Smith, T 
Y Smyre 
Y Spencer 
    Stephens, M 
Y Stephens, R 
N Stephenson 
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Y Black 
Y Braddock 
Y Brockway 
N Brooks 
E Bruce 
Y Bryant 
Y Buckner 
Y Burns 
Y Byrd 
Y Carson 
Y Carter 
Y Casas 
Y Channell 
Y Cheokas 
Y Clark, J 
Y Clark, V 
Y Coleman 
Y Collins 
Y Cooke 
Y Coomer 
Y Cooper 
N Crawford 

Y England 
Y Epps, C 
Y Epps, J 
E Evans 
Y Floyd 
N Fludd 
Y Frazier 
Y Fullerton 
Y Gardner 
Y Geisinger 
Y Golick 
Y Gordon 
Y Greene 
Y Hamilton 
Y Hanner 
Y Harbin 
Y Harden, B 
Y Harden, M 
Y Harrell 
Y Hatchett 
Y Hatfield 
Y Heard 

Y Jacobs 
Y James 
Y Jasperse 
Y Jerguson 
Y Johnson 
Y Jones, J 
Y Jones, S 
Y Jordan 
Y Kaiser 
N Kendrick 
Y Kidd 
Y Knight 
Y Lane 
Y Lindsey 
Y Long 
Y Maddox, B 
Y Maddox, G 
Y Manning 
Y Marin 
Y Martin 
Y Maxwell 
    Mayo 

Y O'Neal 
Y Pak 
N Parent 
Y Parrish 
Y Parsons 
Y Peake 
Y Powell, A 
Y Powell, J 
Y Pruett 
Y Purcell 
Y Ramsey 
N Randall 
Y Reece 
Y Rice 
Y Riley 
Y Roberts 
Y Rogers, C 
Y Rogers, T 
Y Rynders 
Y Scott, M 
N Scott, S 
Y Setzler 

Y Talton 
Y Tankersley 
Y Taylor, D 
N Taylor, R 
Y Taylor, T 
Y Teasley 
N Thomas 
    VACANT 
Y Waites 
Y Watson 
Y Welch 
Y Weldon 
N Wilkerson 
Y Wilkinson 
Y Willard 
Y Williams, A 
Y Williams, C 
N Williams, E 
Y Williams, R 
Y Williamson 
Y Yates 
    Ralston, Speaker 

   
 On the passage of the Bill, by substitute, the ayes were 151, nays 21. 
 
 The Bill, having received the requisite constitutional majority, was passed, by 
substitute. 
 
 Representatives Mayo of the 91st, Neal of the 75th, and Stephens of the 161st stated 
that they had been called from the floor of the House during the preceding roll call.  They 
wished to be recorded as voting "aye" thereon. 
 
 Representative England of the 108th asked unanimous consent that HB 742 be 
immediately transmitted to the Senate. 
 

It was so ordered. 
 

HB 247. By Representatives Neal of the 1st, Bearden of the 68th, Talton of the 145th, 
Parrish of the 156th, Howard of the 121st and others: 

 
A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Article 3 of Chapter 11 of Title 31 of 
the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to emergency medical 
services personnel, so as to authorize the Department of Community Health 
to require fingerprinting and criminal background investigations of all 
applicants for licensure and currently licensed emergency medical services 
personnel; to provide definitions; to provide for related matters; to repeal 
conflicting laws; and for other purposes.  
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 The following Committee substitute was read: 
 

A BILL TO BE ENTITLED 
AN ACT 

 
To amend Article 3 of Chapter 11 of Title 31 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, 
relating to emergency medical services personnel, so as to authorize the Department of 
Community Health to provide for an exemption from background checks of applicants 
for licensure to be emergency medical services personnel when the applicants are 
currently certified firefighters employed with a fire department; to provide for related 
matters; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes. 
 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF GEORGIA: 
 

SECTION 1. 
Article 3 of Chapter 11 of Title 31 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to 
emergency medical services personnel, is amended by revising Code Section 31-11-51, 
relating to certification and recertification of emergency medical technicians, as follows: 

"31-11-51. 
(a)  As used in this Code section, the term 'conviction data' means a record of a finding 
or verdict of guilty or plea of guilty or plea of nolo contendere with regard to any crime, 
regardless of whether an appeal of the conviction has been sought. 
(b)  The board shall, by regulation, authorize the department to establish procedures and 
standards for the licensing of emergency medical services personnel.  The department 
shall succeed to all rules and regulations, policies, procedures, and administrative 
orders of the composite board which were in effect on December 31, 2001, and which 
relate to the functions transferred to the department by this chapter.  Such rules, 
regulations, policies, procedures, and administrative orders shall remain in effect until 
amended, repealed, superseded, or nullified by proper authority or as otherwise 
provided by law. 
(c)  In reviewing applicants for initial licensure of emergency medical services 
personnel, the department shall be authorized pursuant to this Code section to obtain 
conviction data with respect to such applicants for the purposes of determining the 
suitability of the applicant for licensure. 
(d)  The department shall by rule or regulation establish a procedure for requesting a 
fingerprint based criminal history records check from the center and the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation.  Fingerprints shall be in such form and of such quality as prescribed by 
the center and under standards adopted by the Federal Bureau of Investigation.  Fees 
may be charged as necessary to cover the cost of the records search.  Upon receipt 
thereof, the center shall promptly cause such criminal records search to be conducted.  
The center shall notify the department in writing of any finding of disqualifying 
information, including, but not limited to, any conviction data regarding the fingerprint 
records check, or if there is no such finding. 



2510 JOURNAL OF THE HOUSE 

(e)  Firefighters certified by the Georgia Firefighter Standards and Training Council 
who are employed with a local fire department and who have, as a condition of 
certification or employment, obtained a criminal history records check from the center 
and the Federal Bureau of Investigation within the last five years shall not be required 
to obtain an additional criminal history records check in order to be licensed as 
emergency medical services personnel. The department, however, may require that, as a 
part of the application process, the chief of the employing local fire department submit 
a letter or other document verifying that the applicant is employed with the local fire 
department and has obtained a criminal history records check from the center and the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation. 
(e)(f)  Conviction data received by the department shall be privileged and shall not be a 
public record or disclosed to any person.  Conviction data shall be maintained by the 
department pursuant to laws regarding such records and the rules and regulations of the 
center and the Federal Bureau of Investigation.  Penalties for the unauthorized release 
or disclosure of conviction data shall be as prescribed by law or rule or regulation of the 
center or Federal Bureau of Investigation. 
(f)(g)  The center, the department, or any law enforcement agency, or the employees of 
any such entities, shall neither be responsible for the accuracy of information provided 
pursuant to this Code section nor be liable for defamation, invasion of privacy, 
negligence, or any other claim relating to or arising from the dissemination of 
information pursuant to this Code section." 

 
SECTION 2. 

All laws and parts of laws in conflict with this Act are repealed.   
 
The following amendment was read and adopted: 
 
Representative Neal of the 1st offers the following amendment: 
 
Amend the House Committee on Public Safety and Homeland Security substitute to HB 
247 (LC 35 2614S) by inserting after "To amend" on line 1 the following: 
Article 1 of Chapter 4 of Title 25 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to 
general provisions for firefighter standards and training, so as to provide for the 
automatic termination of the certification of a firefighter convicted of a felony; to provide 
for disciplinary authority for the Georgia Firefighter Standards and Training Council; to 
provide for due process procedures; to amend 
 
By inserting between lines 8 and 9 the following: 
Article 1 of Chapter 4 of Title 25 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to 
general provisions for firefighter standards and training, is amended by adding new Code 
sections to read as follows: 
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"25-4-13. 
(a)  The council shall have authority to refuse to grant a certificate to an applicant or to 
discipline a certified firefighter upon a determination by the council that the applicant 
or certified firefighter has: 

(1)  Failed to demonstrate the qualifications or standards for a certificate provided in 
this chapter or in the rules and regulations of the council; 
(2)  Knowingly made misleading, deceptive, untrue, or fraudulent representations in 
the practice of being a firefighter or in any document connected therewith or practiced 
fraud or deceit or intentionally made any false statement in obtaining a certificate to 
practice as a firefighter; 
(3)  Been convicted of a felony in the courts of this state or any other state, territory, 
country, or of the United States, as provided in subsection (b) of Code Section 25-4-8; 
provided, further, that any person convicted of a felony while being certified as a 
firefighter shall have his or her certification revoked; 
(4)  Committed a crime involving moral turpitude, without regard to criminal 
conviction.  The conviction of a crime involving moral turpitude shall be conclusive 
of the commission of such crime; 
(5)  Engaged in any unprofessional, unethical, deceptive, or deleterious conduct or 
practice harmful to the public, which conduct or practice need not have resulted in 
actual injury to any person.  As used in this paragraph, the term 'unprofessional 
conduct' shall include any departure from, or failure to conform to, the minimal 
standards of acceptable and prevailing practice of a firefighter; 
(6)  Violated or attempted to violate a law, rule, or regulation of this state, any other 
state, the council, the United States, or any other lawful authority without regard to 
whether the violation is criminally punishable, which law, rule, or regulation relates to 
or in part regulates the practice of firefighters; 
(7)  Committed any act or omission which is indicative of bad moral character or 
untrustworthiness; 
(8)  Been adjudged mentally incompetent by a court of competent jurisdiction, within 
or outside this state; or 
(9)  Become unable to perform as a firefighter with reasonable skill and safety to 
citizens by reason of illness or use of alcohol, drugs, narcotics, chemicals, or any 
other type of material or as a result of any mental or physical condition. 
(b)(1)  Except as provided in paragraph (3) of this subsection, when the council finds 
that any person is unqualified to be granted a certificate or finds that any firefighter 
should be disciplined pursuant to subsection (a) of this Code section, the council may 
take any one or more of the following actions: 

(A)  Refuse to grant a certificate to an applicant; 
(B)  Administer a public reprimand; 
(C)  Suspend any certificate for a definite period; 
(D)  Limit or restrict any certificate; 
(E)  Revoke any certificate; or 
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(F)  Condition the penalty, or withhold formal disposition, upon the firefighter 
completing such care, counseling, or treatment, as directed by the council. 

(2)  In addition to and in conjunction with the foregoing actions, the council may 
make a finding adverse to the applicant or firefighter but withhold imposition of 
judgment and penalty or it may impose the judgment and penalty but suspend 
enforcement thereof and place the firefighter on probation, which probation may be 
vacated upon noncompliance with such reasonable terms as the council may impose. 
(3)  Any certified firefighter convicted of a felony shall have his or her certification 
revoked. 

(c)  In its discretion, the council may restore and reissue a certificate issued under this 
chapter and, as a condition thereof, may impose any disciplinary or corrective measure 
provided in this chapter; provided, however, that a certified firefighter convicted of a 
felony shall not be eligible for consideration of restoration or reissuance prior to the 
passage of five years from the date of conviction as provided in Code Section 25-4-8. 
(d)  Upon arrest or indictment of a firefighter for any crime which is punishable as a 
felony, the chairperson of the council shall order the emergency suspension of such 
firefighter's certification upon the chairperson's determination that the suspension is in 
the best interest of the health, safety, or welfare of the public.  The order of emergency 
suspension shall be made in writing and shall specify the basis for the chairperson's 
determination.  Following the issuance of an emergency suspension order, proceedings 
of the council in the exercise of its authority to discipline any firefighter shall be 
promptly scheduled.  The emergency suspension order of the chairperson shall continue 
in effect until issuance of the final decision of the council or such order is withdrawn by 
the chairperson. 

 
25-4-14. 
(a)  Except as otherwise provided in subsection (b) of this Code section, proceedings of 
the council in the exercise of its authority to issue any certificate or discipline any 
firefighter under the terms of this chapter shall be conducted in accordance with 
Chapter 13 of Title 50, the 'Georgia Administrative Procedure Act.'  In all such 
proceedings the council shall have authority to compel the attendance of witnesses and 
the production of any book, writing, or document upon the issuance of a subpoena 
therefor.  In any hearing in which the fitness of a firefighter or applicant is in question, 
the council may exclude all persons from its deliberation of the appropriate action and 
may, when it deems necessary, speak to the firefighter or applicant in private. All final 
determinations, findings, and conclusions of the council under this chapter are final and 
conclusive decisions of the matters involved. 
(b)  Proceedings may be conducted before the members of the council or the council's 
appointed representative.  Proceedings for review of a final decision of the council shall 
be instituted by filing a petition within 30 days after the service of the final decision of 
the council or, if a rehearing is requested, within 30 days after the decision thereon.  
The petition shall be filed in the superior court of the county of residence of the 
petitioner." 
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SECTION 2. 
By replacing line 56 with the following: 
 

SECTION 3. 
 
 The Committee substitute, as amended, was adopted. 
 
 The report of the Committee, which was favorable to the passage of the Bill, by 
substitute, was agreed to, as amended. 
 
 On the passage of the Bill, by substitute, as amended, the roll call was ordered and the 
vote was as follows: 
 
Y Abdul-Salaam 
Y Abrams 
Y Allison 
Y Amerson 
Y Anderson 
Y Ashe 
Y Atwood 
Y Baker 
Y Battles 
Y Beasley-Teague 
Y Bell 
Y Benfield 
Y Benton 
Y Beverly 
Y Black 
Y Braddock 
Y Brockway 
Y Brooks 
E Bruce 
Y Bryant 
Y Buckner 
Y Burns 
Y Byrd 
Y Carson 
Y Carter 
Y Casas 
Y Channell 
Y Cheokas 
    Clark, J 
Y Clark, V 
Y Coleman 
Y Collins 
Y Cooke 
Y Coomer 
Y Cooper 
Y Crawford 

Y Davis 
Y Dawkins-Haigler 
Y Dempsey 
Y Dickerson 
Y Dickey 
Y Dickson 
Y Dobbs 
Y Dollar 
Y Drenner 
Y Dudgeon 
Y Dukes 
Y Dunahoo 
Y Dutton 
Y Ehrhart 
Y England 
Y Epps, C 
Y Epps, J 
E Evans 
Y Floyd 
Y Fludd 
Y Frazier 
Y Fullerton 
Y Gardner 
Y Geisinger 
Y Golick 
Y Gordon 
Y Greene 
Y Hamilton 
Y Hanner 
Y Harbin 
Y Harden, B 
    Harden, M 
Y Harrell 
Y Hatchett 
Y Hatfield 
Y Heard 

Y Heckstall 
Y Hembree 
Y Henson 
    Hightower 
Y Hill 
Y Holcomb 
Y Holmes 
Y Holt 
Y Horne 
Y Houston 
Y Howard 
Y Hudson 
Y Hugley 
Y Jackson 
Y Jacobs 
Y James 
Y Jasperse 
Y Jerguson 
Y Johnson 
Y Jones, J 
    Jones, S 
Y Jordan 
Y Kaiser 
Y Kendrick 
Y Kidd 
Y Knight 
Y Lane 
Y Lindsey 
Y Long 
Y Maddox, B 
Y Maddox, G 
Y Manning 
Y Marin 
Y Martin 
Y Maxwell 
Y Mayo 

Y McBrayer 
Y McCall 
Y McKillip 
Y Meadows 
Y Mitchell 
Y Morgan 
Y Morris 
Y Mosby 
Y Murphy 
Y Neal, J 
Y Neal, Y 
Y Nimmer 
Y Nix 
Y Oliver 
Y O'Neal 
    Pak 
Y Parent 
Y Parrish 
Y Parsons 
Y Peake 
Y Powell, A 
Y Powell, J 
Y Pruett 
Y Purcell 
Y Ramsey 
Y Randall 
Y Reece 
Y Rice 
Y Riley 
Y Roberts 
Y Rogers, C 
Y Rogers, T 
Y Rynders 
Y Scott, M 
Y Scott, S 
Y Setzler 

Y Shaw 
E Sheldon  
Y Sims, B 
Y Sims, C 
Y Smith, E 
Y Smith, K 
Y Smith, L 
Y Smith, R 
Y Smith, T 
Y Smyre 
Y Spencer 
Y Stephens, M 
Y Stephens, R 
Y Stephenson 
Y Talton 
Y Tankersley 
Y Taylor, D 
Y Taylor, R 
Y Taylor, T 
Y Teasley 
Y Thomas 
    VACANT 
Y Waites 
Y Watson 
Y Welch 
Y Weldon 
Y Wilkerson 
Y Wilkinson 
Y Willard 
Y Williams, A 
Y Williams, C 
Y Williams, E 
Y Williams, R 
Y Williamson 
Y Yates 
    Ralston, Speaker 

   
 On the passage of the Bill, by substitute, as amended, the ayes were 170, nays 0. 
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 The Bill, having received the requisite constitutional majority, was passed, by 
substitute, as amended. 
 
 Representative Hightower of the 68th stated that he had been called from the floor of 
the House during the preceding roll call.  He wished to be recorded as voting "aye" 
thereon. 
 
 The following messages were received from the Senate through Mr. Ewing, the 
Secretary thereof: 
 
Mr. Speaker: 
 
 The Senate has adopted by the requisite constitutional majority the following 
resolution of the House:   
 
HR 1700. By Representative O`Neal of the 146th: 

 
A RESOLUTION relative to adjournment; and for other purposes.   
 

Mr. Speaker: 
 
 The Senate has passed by the requisite constitutional majority the following bill of the 
Senate:   
 
SB 368. By Senators Carter of the 1st, Ligon, Jr. of the 3rd, Millar of the 40th and 

Jackson of the 2nd: 
 
A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Chapter 26 of Title 43 of the Official 
Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to nurses, so as to provide for continuing 
competency requirements as the board of nursing may require by rules or 
regulations as a requirement of renewal of licenses; to provide for related 
matters; to provide for an effective date; to repeal conflicting laws; and for 
other purposes.  
 

 The Speaker announced the House in recess until 1:15 o'clock, this afternoon. 
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AFTERNOON SESSION 
 
 The Speaker called the House to order. 
 
 Under the general order of business, established by the Committee on Rules, the 
following Bill of the House was taken up for consideration and read the third time: 
 
HB 450. By Representatives Sims of the 169th, Powell of the 29th, Pruett of the 

144th, Rogers of the 26th, Stephens of the 164th and others: 
 

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Article 7 of Chapter 7 of Title 48 of 
the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to setoff debt collection, so 
as to authorize a setoff of certain debts owed to public housing authorities; to 
change certain provisions relating to definitions; to provide for procedures, 
conditions, and limitations; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.  
 

 The following Committee substitute was read and adopted: 
 

A BILL TO BE ENTITLED 
AN ACT 

 
To amend Article 7 of Chapter 7 of Title 48 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, 
relating to setoff debt collection, so as to authorize a setoff of certain debts owed to 
public housing authorities; to change certain provisions relating to definitions; to provide 
for procedures, conditions, and limitations; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other 
purposes. 
 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF GEORGIA: 
 

SECTION 1. 
Article 7 of Chapter 7 of Title 48 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to 
setoff debt collection, is amended in Code Section 48-7-161, relating to definitions 
relative to the setoff of debt collection, by revising paragraph (1) as follows: 

"(1)  'Claimant agency' means and includes, in the order of priority set forth below: 
(A)  The Department of Human Services and the Department of Behavioral Health 
and Developmental Disabilities with respect to collection of debts under Article 1 of 
Chapter 11 of Title 19, Code Section 49-4-15, and Chapter 9 of Title 37; 
(B)  The Georgia Student Finance Authority with respect to the collection of debts 
arising under Part 3 of Article 7 of Chapter 3 of Title 20; 
(C)  The Georgia Higher Education Assistance Corporation with respect to the 
collection of debts arising under Part 2 of Article 7 of Chapter 3 of Title 20; 
(D)  The Georgia Board for Physician Workforce with respect to the collection of 
debts arising under Part 6 of Article 7 of Chapter 3 of Title 20; 
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(E)  The Department of Labor with respect to the collection of debts arising under 
Code Sections 34-8-254 and 34-8-255 and Article 5 of Chapter 8 of Title 34, with 
the exception of Code Sections 34-8-158 through 34-8-161; provided, however, that 
the Department of Labor establishes that the debtor has been afforded required due 
process rights by such Department of Labor with respect to the debt and all 
reasonable collection efforts have been exhausted; 
(F)  The Department of Corrections with respect to probation fees arising under 
Code Section 42-8-34 and restitution or reparation ordered by a court as a part of the 
sentence imposed on a person convicted of a crime who is in the legal custody of the 
department; 
(G)  The State Board of Pardons and Paroles with respect to restitution imposed on a 
person convicted of a crime and subject to the jurisdiction of the board; and 
(H)  The Department of Juvenile Justice with respect to restitution imposed on a 
juvenile for a delinquent act which would constitute a crime if committed by an 
adult; and 
(I)  Public housing authorities with respect to the collection of debt related to 
occupying public housing; provided, however, that the public housing authority 
establishes that the debtor has been afforded required due process rights by the 
public housing authority with respect to the debt and all reasonable collection efforts 
have been exhausted.  This subparagraph shall apply only to a debt owed by an 
occupant of public housing who has moved from the property." 

 
SECTION 2. 

Said article is further amended by adding a new Code section to read as follows: 
"48-7-171. 
(a)  Except as otherwise provided in this Code section, all procedures and requirements 
of this article shall apply with respect to public housing authorities. 
(b)  Public housing authorities may submit for collection under the procedure 
established by this Code section all delinquent debts which they are owed. 
(c)  All public housing authorities, whenever possible, shall obtain the full name, social 
security number, address, and any other identifying information, required by 
regulations promulgated by the department for implementation of this Code section, 
from any person for whom the public housing authorities provide any service or 
transact any business and who the public housing authorities can foresee may become a 
debtor under the terms of this Code section.  All public housing authorities shall send 
the information collected regarding debtors to the Georgia Association of Housing and 
Redevelopment Authorities.  The Georgia Association of Housing and Redevelopment 
Authorities shall compile the data in a format to be specified by the department and 
forward the data to the department according to a schedule determined by the 
department. 
(d)  A debtor who protests the debt shall file a written protest with the claimant agency 
at the address provided in the public housing authority's notification of intention to set 
off.  The protest must be filed within 30 days of the date of the notice of intention to set 
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off and must contain the debtor's name, address, and tax identification number, identify 
the type of debt in dispute, and give a detailed statement of all the reasons that support 
the protest.  The requirements of this subsection are jurisdictional. 
(e)  To recover costs incurred by the department pursuant to this subsection, an 
administrative fee, not to exceed $25.00, shall be added to the debt by the public 
housing authority. 
(f)  Before submitting a debt to the Georgia Association of Housing and 
Redevelopment Authorities, the public housing authority shall appoint a hearing officer 
to hear a protest of a debtor.  This hearing officer is vested with the authority to decide 
a protest in favor of either the debtor or the public housing authority.  The public 
housing authority shall certify to the Georgia Association of Housing and 
Redevelopment Authorities, on a form prescribed by the department, that a hearing 
officer has been appointed and shall inform the Georgia Association of Housing and 
Redevelopment Authorities of the name, address, and telephone number of the hearing 
officer.  If this hearing officer is unable to serve at any time, the public housing 
authority shall appoint another hearing officer. 
(g)  Upon receipt of a notice of protest, the public housing authority shall notify the 
Georgia Association of Housing and Redevelopment Authorities that a protest has been 
received and shall hold an informal hearing at which the debtor may present evidence, 
documents, and testimony to dispute the debt.  The public housing authority shall notify 
the debtor of the date, time, and location of the informal hearing.  At the conclusion of 
the informal hearing the officer shall render his or her determination.  Upon receipt of a 
sworn certification from the hearing officer that he or she held an informal hearing and 
ruled in favor of the public housing authority, the Georgia Association of Housing and 
Redevelopment Authorities may proceed to collect the delinquent debt regardless of a 
subsequent appeal by the debtor. 
(h)  A debtor may seek relief from the hearing officer's determination by requesting, 
within 30 days of the determination, a contested case hearing before an administrative 
law judge.  A request for a hearing before an administrative law judge must be made in 
accordance with the rules of said judges. 
(i)  If a portion of the delinquent debt is collected by the department and the 
determination of the hearing officer in favor of the public housing authority is later 
reversed or the debtor prevails in a claim for refund, the public housing authority shall 
refund the appropriate amount to the taxpayer, including the appropriate amount of the 
fee.  That portion of the refund reflecting the department's fee must be paid from public 
housing authority funds. If the public housing authority is found to be entitled to a 
portion of an amount collected by set off, it is not required to refund the setoff fee 
retained by the department. 
(j)  If a refund is retained in error, the public housing authority shall pay to the taxpayer 
interest calculated as provided in Code Section 48-2-35 from the date provided by law 
after which interest is paid on refunds until the appeal is final. 
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(k)  If the public housing authority determines that money has been erroneously or 
illegally collected, the public housing authority, in its discretion, may issue a refund, 
even if the debtor does not file a protest or file a claim for refund. 
(l)  A collection may not be contested more than one year after the date it was made.  
The date of collection must be conclusively determined by the department. This 
provision shall be construed as a statute of repose and not as a statute of limitation. 
(m)  A debtor may make a claim for refund of an amount collected pursuant to this 
Code section within one year from the date the amount is collected, in the same manner 
as seeking relief from a hearing officer's determination pursuant to this Code section. 
(n)  This Code section does not create a right to jury trial where one does not already 
exist. When a debtor otherwise is entitled to have a jury determine the issue of 
indebtedness, that right is preserved specifically.  If a right to a jury trial already exists 
and the debtor wishes to exercise that right, the debtor is not required to request a 
contested case hearing before an administrative law judge but instead must file in the 
appropriate superior court and serve the pleadings on the public housing authority 
within 30 days from the date of the hearing officer's determination.  The complaint 
must name the public housing authority as a defendant and the allegations of the 
complaint must contest the debt and any potential setoff. 
(o)  Public housing authorities shall indemnify the department against any injuries, 
actions, liabilities, or proceedings arising from performance under the provisions of this 
Code section." 

 
SECTION 3. 

All laws and parts of laws in conflict with this Act are repealed.   
 
 The report of the Committee, which was favorable to the passage of the Bill, by 
substitute, was agreed to. 
 
 On the passage of the Bill, by substitute, the roll call was ordered and the vote was as 
follows: 
 
Y Abdul-Salaam 
Y Abrams 
Y Allison 
Y Amerson 
Y Anderson 
Y Ashe 
Y Atwood 
    Baker 
Y Battles 
Y Beasley-Teague 
Y Bell 
Y Benfield 
    Benton 
Y Beverly 
Y Black 
Y Braddock 

Y Davis 
Y Dawkins-Haigler 
Y Dempsey 
Y Dickerson 
Y Dickey 
Y Dickson 
Y Dobbs 
    Dollar 
    Drenner 
Y Dudgeon 
Y Dukes 
Y Dunahoo 
    Dutton 
Y Ehrhart 
Y England 
Y Epps, C 

E Heckstall 
Y Hembree 
Y Henson 
Y Hightower 
Y Hill 
Y Holcomb 
Y Holmes 
Y Holt 
Y Horne 
    Houston 
Y Howard 
Y Hudson 
Y Hugley 
Y Jackson 
Y Jacobs 
Y James 

Y McBrayer 
Y McCall 
Y McKillip 
    Meadows 
Y Mitchell 
Y Morgan 
Y Morris 
Y Mosby 
Y Murphy 
Y Neal, J 
Y Neal, Y 
Y Nimmer 
Y Nix 
Y Oliver 
Y O'Neal 
    Pak 

Y Shaw 
E Sheldon  
Y Sims, B 
Y Sims, C 
Y Smith, E 
Y Smith, K 
Y Smith, L 
Y Smith, R 
    Smith, T 
Y Smyre 
Y Spencer 
Y Stephens, M 
Y Stephens, R 
Y Stephenson 
Y Talton 
Y Tankersley 
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Y Brockway 
Y Brooks 
E Bruce 
    Bryant 
Y Buckner 
Y Burns 
    Byrd 
Y Carson 
Y Carter 
Y Casas 
Y Channell 
Y Cheokas 
Y Clark, J 
Y Clark, V 
Y Coleman 
Y Collins 
Y Cooke 
Y Coomer 
Y Cooper 
Y Crawford 

Y Epps, J 
E Evans 
    Floyd 
    Fludd 
Y Frazier 
Y Fullerton 
Y Gardner 
    Geisinger 
Y Golick 
Y Gordon 
Y Greene 
Y Hamilton 
Y Hanner 
Y Harbin 
Y Harden, B 
Y Harden, M 
Y Harrell 
Y Hatchett 
Y Hatfield 
Y Heard 

Y Jasperse 
Y Jerguson 
Y Johnson 
Y Jones, J 
Y Jones, S 
    Jordan 
Y Kaiser 
Y Kendrick 
Y Kidd 
Y Knight 
Y Lane 
Y Lindsey 
Y Long 
Y Maddox, B 
Y Maddox, G 
Y Manning 
Y Marin 
Y Martin 
Y Maxwell 
Y Mayo 

Y Parent 
Y Parrish 
Y Parsons 
Y Peake 
Y Powell, A 
Y Powell, J 
Y Pruett 
Y Purcell 
Y Ramsey 
Y Randall 
Y Reece 
Y Rice 
Y Riley 
Y Roberts 
Y Rogers, C 
Y Rogers, T 
Y Rynders 
    Scott, M 
Y Scott, S 
Y Setzler 

Y Taylor, D 
Y Taylor, R 
Y Taylor, T 
Y Teasley 
Y Thomas 
    VACANT 
Y Waites 
    Watson 
Y Welch 
Y Weldon 
Y Wilkerson 
Y Wilkinson 
Y Willard 
Y Williams, A 
Y Williams, C 
Y Williams, E 
Y Williams, R 
Y Williamson 
Y Yates 
    Ralston, Speaker 

   
 On the passage of the Bill, by substitute, the ayes were 157, nays 0. 
 
 The Bill, having received the requisite constitutional majority, was passed, by 
substitute. 
 
 Representatives Dutton of the 166th, Geisinger of the 48th, Meadows of the 5th, and 
Watson of the 163rd stated that they had been called from the floor of the House during 
the preceding roll call.  They wished to be recorded as voting "aye" thereon. 
 
 The following messages were received from the Senate through Mr. Ewing, the 
Secretary thereof: 
 
Mr. Speaker: 
 
 The Senate has passed by the requisite constitutional majority the following bill of the 
Senate:   
 
SB 380. By Senators Carter of the 1st, Bethel of the 54th and Ligon, Jr. of the 3rd: 

 
A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Chapter 4 of Title 26 of the Official 
Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to pharmacist and pharmacies, so as to 
provide for a change to the definition of security paper; to provide for certain 
revisions to the powers, duties, and authority of the state board of pharmacy; 
to authorize the Georgia Drugs and Narcotics Agency to accept certain funds; 
to provide for a definition of valid prescription orders; to remove certain 
requirements for vendors and seals of approval; to provide for related matters; 
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to provide for an effective date; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other 
purposes.  
 

Mr. Speaker: 
 
 The Senate has passed by the requisite constitutional majority the following bill of the 
Senate:   
 
SB 411. By Senators Grant of the 25th, Mullis of the 53rd, Hamrick of the 30th, 

Williams of the 19th, Goggans of the 7th and others: 
 
A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Article 1 of Chapter 16 of Title 15 of 
the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to general provisions relative 
to sheriffs, so as to create the Georgia Sheriffs' Cooperative Authority as a 
body corporate and politic, an instrumentality of the state, and a public 
corporation; to provide a definition; to provide for the purposes of the 
authority; to provide for the membership of the authority; to provide for terms 
of the members; to provide for the administration of the authority; to provide 
for the powers of the authority; to provide for tax exempt status of the 
authority; to provide for jurisdiction of actions brought against the authority; 
to provide that moneys received by the authority shall be held as trust funds; 
to provide for liberal construction; to provide for related matters; to provide 
for the filing of proposed charges; to provide for an effective date; to repeal 
conflicting laws; and for other purposes.  
 

 Under the general order of business, established by the Committee on Rules, the 
following Bills of the House were taken up for consideration and read the third time: 
 
HB 797. By Representatives Jones of the 46th, Coleman of the 97th and Lindsey of 

the 54th: 
 

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Article 31 of Chapter 2 of Title 20 of 
the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to charter schools, so as to 
revise funding for state chartered special schools; to provide for submittal of 
charter petitions to the Charter Committee of the State Board of Education; to 
provide for resubmittal of a charter petition to a local board of education 
upon expiration of the charter term of a state chartered special school; to 
provide for related matters; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.  
 

 The following Committee substitute was read and adopted: 
 

A BILL TO BE ENTITLED 
AN ACT 
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To amend Title 20 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to education, so as 
to repeal an article relating to the Georgia Charter Schools Commission; to provide for 
legislative findings and intent; to provide for definitions; to provide for the establishment 
of the State Charter Schools Commission; to provide for its membership, duties, and 
powers; to provide for requirements for state charter schools; to provide for information 
to parents; to provide for an annual report; to provide for financial responsibility; to 
provide for funding for state charter schools; to provide for rules and regulations; to 
provide for related matters; to provide for contingent effectiveness; to provide for 
automatic repeal under certain conditions; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other 
purposes. 
 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF GEORGIA: 
 

SECTION 1. 
Title 20 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to education, is amended by 
repealing Article 31A of Chapter 2, relating to the Georgia Charter Schools Commission, 
and enacting a new article to read as follows: 
 

"ARTICLE 31A 
 

20-2-2080. 
(a)  The General Assembly finds that: 

(1)  State charter schools can serve as a complement to the educational opportunities 
provided by local boards of education in the state's system of public education; and 
(2)  State charter schools do not supplant public schools operated by local boards of 
education but provide options to enhance public educational opportunities. 

(b)  It is the intent of the General Assembly that there be established a state-level 
commission under the authority of the State Board of Education whose primary focus is 
the development and support of state charter schools in order to better meet the growing 
and diverse needs of students in this state and to further ensure that state charter schools 
of the highest academic quality are approved and supported throughout the state in an 
efficient manner. 

 
20-2-2081. 
As used in this article, the term: 

(1)  'Attendance zone' means all or a portion of a local school system, one or more 
local school systems or portions thereof, or all local school systems in this state. 
(2)  'Commission' means the State Charter Schools Commission established pursuant 
to Code Section 20-2-2082. 
(3)  'Department' means the state Department of Education. 
(4)  'Governing board' means the governing board of the nonprofit organization which 
is the charter petitioner for a state charter school and which is the same as the 
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governing board of the state charter school which is involved in school-level 
governance of the state charter school. 
(5)  'State charter school' means a school authorized by the commission pursuant to 
this article whose creation is authorized as a special school pursuant to Article VIII, 
Section V, Paragraph VII of the Constitution.  A state charter school shall be a public 
school. 

The definitions set forth in Code Section 20-2-2062 shall be applicable to this article. 
 

20-2-2082. 
(a)  The State Charter Schools Commission is established as a state-level authorizing 
entity working in collaboration with the Department of Education under the supervision 
of the State Board of Education.  Start-up funds necessary to establish and operate the 
commission may be received by the State Board of Education in addition to such other 
funds as may be appropriated by the General Assembly.  The department shall assist in 
securing federal and other institutional grant funds to establish the commission. 
(b)  The commission shall be appointed by the State Board of Education and shall be 
composed of a total of seven members and made up of three appointees recommended 
by the Governor, two appointees recommended by the President of the Senate, and two 
appointees recommended by the Speaker of the House of Representatives.  The 
Governor, the President of the Senate, and the Speaker of the House of Representatives 
shall each recommend a list of no fewer than two nominees for each appointment to the 
commission.  The appointments shall be made as soon as feasible but no later than the 
first regular meeting of the State Board of Education in February, 2013.  Each member 
shall serve a term of two years; provided, however, that, for the purpose of providing 
staggered terms, of the initial appointments, three members shall be appointed to one-
year terms and four members shall be appointed to two-year terms as determined by the 
State Board of Education.  Thereafter, each appointee shall serve a two-year term 
unless the State Board of Education, after review and upon recommendation by the 
initial recommending authority, extends the appointment.  If a vacancy occurs on the 
commission, it shall be filled by the State Board of Education from a recommendation 
by the appropriate authority according to the procedure set forth in this subsection.  The 
members of the commission shall annually vote to appoint a chairperson and a vice 
chairperson from among its membership.  Each member of the commission shall hold a 
bachelor's degree or higher, and the commission should include a group of diverse 
individuals representative of Georgia's school population, to the extent possible, with 
respect to race, gender, and geography who have experience in finance, administration, 
law, and education. 
(c)  The commission is encouraged to convene its first meeting no later than March 1, 
2013, and thereafter shall meet at least bimonthly at the call of the chairperson or upon 
the request of four members of the commission.  Four members of the commission shall 
constitute a quorum. 
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(d)  The commission shall determine the manner in which it reviews state charter school 
petitions and may, in its discretion, use existing department personnel to conduct such 
review. 
(e)  The members of the commission shall not be compensated for their services on the 
commission but may be reimbursed for per diem and travel expenses in the same 
manner as provided for in Code Section 45-7-21. 
(f)  No commission member shall solicit or accept any gift, favor, loan, contribution, 
service, promise of future employment, or other thing of value based upon an 
understanding that the gift, favor, loan, contribution, service, promise, or other thing of 
value was given or offered for the purpose of influencing that commission member in 
the discharge of his or her duties as a commission member. 

 
20-2-2083. 
(a)  The commission shall have the power to: 

(1)  Approve or deny petitions for state charter schools and renew, nonrenew, or 
terminate state charter school petitions in accordance with State Board of Education 
rules and regulations established pursuant to this article.  At its discretion, the 
commission may preliminarily approve a petition for a state charter school before the 
petitioner has secured space, equipment, or personnel, if the petitioner indicates such 
preliminary approval is necessary for it to raise working capital.  The State Board of 
Education shall review and may overrule the approval or renewal of a state charter 
school by the commission within 60 days of such decision by the commission upon a 
majority vote of the members of the state board; and 
(2)  Conduct facility and curriculum reviews of state charter schools. 

(b)  The commission shall have the following duties: 
(1)  Review petitions for state charter schools and assist in the establishment of state 
charter schools throughout this state.  The commission shall ensure that all charters 
for state charter schools are consistent with state education goals; 
(2)  Develop, promote, and disseminate best practices for state charter schools in 
order to ensure that high-quality schools are developed and encouraged.  At a 
minimum, the best practices shall encourage the development and replication of 
academically and financially proven state charter school programs; 
(3)  Develop, promote, and require high standards of accountability for state charter 
schools.  The commission shall ensure that each state charter school participates in the 
state's education accountability system.  If a state charter school falls short of 
performance measures included in the approved charter, the commission shall report 
such shortcomings to the Department of Education; 
(4)  Monitor and annually review and evaluate the academic and financial 
performance, including revenues and expenditures, of state charter schools and hold 
the schools accountable for their performance pursuant to the charter and to the 
provisions of this article.  The commission's duties to monitor the state charter school 
shall not constitute the basis for a private cause of action; 



2524 JOURNAL OF THE HOUSE 

(5)  Direct state charter schools and persons seeking to establish state charter schools 
to sources of private funding and support; 
(6)  Actively seek, with the assistance of the department, supplemental revenue from 
federal grant funds, institutional grant funds, and philanthropic organizations.  The 
commission may, through the State Board of Education, receive and expend gifts, 
grants, and donations of any kind from any public or private entity to carry out the 
purposes of this article; 
(7)  Review and recommend to the General Assembly any necessary revisions to 
statutory requirements regarding standards and accountability for state charter 
schools; 
(8)  Act as liaison for state charter schools in cooperating with local boards of 
education that may choose to allow state charter schools to utilize excess space within 
school facilities; 
(9)  Encourage collaboration with municipalities, counties, consolidated governments, 
universities or colleges of the board of regents, technical institutions of the Technical 
College System of Georgia, and regional educational service agencies; 
(10)  Meet the needs of state charter schools and local school systems by uniformly 
administering high-quality state charter schools, thereby removing administrative 
burdens from the local school systems; 
(11)  Assist state charter schools in negotiating and contracting with local boards of 
education that choose to provide certain administrative or transportation services to 
the state charter schools on a contractual basis; and 
(12)  Provide for annual training, as determined by the commission, for members of 
state charter school governing boards.  The training shall include, but not be limited 
to, best practices on school governance, the constitutional and statutory requirements 
relating to public records and meetings, and the requirements of applicable statutes 
and State Board of Education rules. 
(c)(1)  The commission shall establish rules and regulations requiring each state 
charter school to provide adequate notice of its enrollment procedures, including any 
provision for the use of a random selection process where all applicants have an equal 
chance of being admitted in the event that the number of applications to enroll in the 
school exceeds the capacity of the program, grade, or school. 
(2)  The commission shall provide adequate notice to local boards of education and to 
the public regarding meetings to be held by the commission.  Such notice shall 
include the charter petitions to be discussed and acted upon. Such notice shall be 
provided in accordance with Chapter 14 of Title 50, relating to open and public 
meetings. 

 
20-2-2084. 
(a)  Petitions submitted to the commission shall be subject to State Board of Education 
rules and regulations established pursuant to this article. 
(b)  The commission shall be authorized to approve a petition for a state charter school 
that meets the following requirements: 
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(1)  Has a state-wide attendance zone; or 
(2)(A)  Has a defined attendance zone; and 

(B)  Demonstrates that it has special characteristics, such as a special population, a 
special curriculum, or some other feature or features which enhance educational 
opportunities, which may include the demonstration of a need to enroll students 
across multiple communities or an alternative delivery system; provided, however, 
that the petitioner shall demonstrate a reasonable justification for any proposed 
special curriculum that has a narrow or limited focus. 

(c)(1)  For petitions for state charter schools with a state-wide attendance zone, the 
petitioner shall concurrently submit such petition to the commission and to the local 
board of education in which the school is proposed to be located.  The commission 
shall not act on such petition until at least 60 days after submittal or a decision by the 
local board of education is made, whichever comes first. 
(2)  For petitions for state charter schools with a defined attendance zone, the 
petitioner shall concurrently submit such petition to the commission, to the local 
board of education in which the school is proposed to be located, and to each local 
school system from which the proposed school plans to enroll students.  The 
commission shall not act on such petition until at least 60 days after submittal or until 
a decision by the local board of education in which the school is proposed to be 
located is made, whichever comes first.  The commission shall not act on a petition 
unless the local board of education in which the school is proposed to be located 
denies the petition. 
(3)  The commission shall take into consideration any support or opposition by the 
local board of education or local boards of education on the start-up charter school 
petition when it votes to approve or deny a corresponding state charter school petition. 

(d)  A state charter school shall: 
(1)  Seek highly qualified, properly trained teachers and other qualified personnel for 
such schools; provided, however, that prior to hiring each non-U.S. citizen, the school 
shall receive approval by the commission and demonstrate that qualified teachers and 
other personnel were sought but not available in such area which warrants hiring a 
non-U.S. citizen unless a teacher is a foreign exchange teacher; and 
(2)  Give preference in contracting and purchasing of services and materials to 
businesses incorporated under the laws of this state or qualified to do business within 
this state and having a regularly maintained and established place of business within 
this state, so long as such businesses are otherwise similarly situated and qualified as 
compared to a business from out of state. 
(e)(1)  The members of the governing board for the state charter school shall meet the 
following qualifications: 

(A)  Must be a United States citizen; 
(B)  Must be a resident of Georgia; and 
(C)  Must not be an employee of the state charter school. 

(2)  No member of the governing board of the state charter school shall: 
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(A)  Act in his or her official capacity in any matter where he or she, his or her 
immediate family member, or a business organization in which he or she has an 
interest has a material financial interest that would reasonably be expected to impair 
his or her objectivity or independence of judgment; 
(B)  Solicit or accept or knowingly allow his or her immediate family member or a 
business organization in which he or she has an interest to solicit or accept any gift, 
favor, loan, political contribution, service, promise of future employment, or other 
thing of value based upon an understanding that the gift, favor, loan, contribution, 
service, promise, or other thing of value was given or offered for the purpose of 
influencing that board member in the discharge of his or her duties as a board 
member; 
(C)  Use, or knowingly allow to be used, his or her position or any information not 
generally available to the members of the public which he or she receives or 
acquires in the course of and by reason of his or her position for the purpose of 
securing financial gain for himself or herself, his or her immediate family member, 
or any business organization with which he or she is associated; or 
(D)  Be an officer of any organization that sells goods or services to that state 
charter school, excluding nonprofit membership organizations. 

As used in this paragraph, the term 'immediate family member' means a spouse, child, 
sibling, or parent or the spouse of a child, sibling, or parent. 

(f)  The members of the governing board of each state charter school shall participate in 
annual training conducted by the commission pursuant to paragraph (13) of subsection 
(b) of Code Section 20-2-2083. 

 
20-2-2085. 
A petition may be submitted pursuant to this Code section by an existing charter school 
approved by a local board of education or the State Board of Education provided that 
the obligations of its charter with the local board of education or State Board of 
Education will expire prior to entering into a new charter with the commission.  Upon 
the existing charter school's request, a local board of education or the State Board of 
Education in the case of a state chartered special school may agree to rescind or waive 
the obligations of a current charter to allow a petition to be submitted by an existing 
charter school pursuant to this Code section.  An existing charter school that is 
established as a state charter school pursuant to this Code section shall be allowed to 
continue the use of all facilities, equipment, and other assets it used prior to the 
expiration or rescission of its charter with a local board of education. 

 
20-2-2086. 
The commission shall provide maximum access to information regarding state charter 
schools to all parents in this state.  It shall maintain information systems, including, but 
not limited to, a user-friendly Internet website, that will provide information and data 
necessary for parents to make informed decisions.  At a minimum, the commission 
shall provide parents with information on its accountability standards, links to state 
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charter schools throughout this state, and public education programs concerning state 
charter schools. 

 
20-2-2087. 
Each year, the chairperson of the commission shall appear before the State Board of 
Education and submit a report regarding the academic performance and fiscal 
responsibility of all state charter schools approved under this article. 

 
20-2-2088. 
If a charter for a state charter school is not renewed or is terminated, the state charter 
school shall be responsible for all debts of such school.  The local school system may 
not assume the debt from any contract for services made between the governing body of 
the state charter school and a third party, except for a debt for which the local school 
system has agreed upon in writing to assume responsibility. 

 
20-2-2089. 

(a)(1)  Except as otherwise provided in paragraph (2) of this subsection, the 
department shall pay to each state charter school through appropriation of state funds 
an amount equal to the sum of: 

(A)(i)  QBE formula earnings and QBE grants earned by the state charter school 
based on the school's enrollment, school profile, and student characteristics.  For 
purposes of this subparagraph, the term 'QBE formula earnings' means funds 
earned for the Quality Basic Education Formula pursuant to Code Section 20-2-
161, including the portion of such funds that are calculated in accordance with 
Code Section 20-2-164.  QBE formula earnings shall include the salary portion of 
direct instructional costs, the adjustment for training and experience, the nonsalary 
portion of direct instructional costs, and earnings for psychologists and school 
social workers, school administration, facility maintenance and operation, media 
centers, additional days of instruction in accordance with Code Section 20-2-
184.1, and staff development, as determined by the department. 
(ii)  A proportional share of state categorical grants, non-QBE state grants, 
transportation grants, school nutrition grants, and all other state grants, except state 
equalization grants, as determined by the department; 

(B)  The average amount of the total revenues less federal revenues less state 
revenues other than equalization grants per full-time equivalent for the lowest 3 
percent of school systems ranked by assessed valuation per weighted full-time 
equivalent count, as determined by the department; and 
(C)  The state-wide average total capital revenue per full-time equivalent, as 
determined by the department. 

(2)  In the event that a state charter school offers virtual instruction: 
(A)  The amount of funds received pursuant to subparagraph (B) of paragraph (1) of 
this subsection shall be equal to one-half of such calculated amount; provided, 
however, that this one-half amount may be increased by any amount up to the 
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originally calculated amount in the discretion of the commission if relevant factors 
warrant such increase; and 
(B)  The commission may reduce the amount of funds received pursuant to 
subparagraph (C) of paragraph (1) of this subsection in proportion to the amount of 
virtual instruction provided and based on factors that affect the cost of providing 
instruction. 

(3)  For purposes of this subsection, the terms: 
(A)  'Assessed valuation' is defined as 40 percent of the equalized adjusted property 
tax digest reduced by the amount calculated pursuant to subsection (g) of Code 
Section 20-2-164. 
(B)  'Assessed valuation per weighted full-time equivalent count' is defined as the 
assessed valuation for the most recent year available divided by the weighted full-
time equivalent count for the year of the digest. 

(b)  The department may withhold up to 3 percent of the amount determined pursuant to 
subsection (a) of this Code section for each state charter school for use in administering 
the duties required pursuant to Code Section 20-2-2083; provided, however, that any 
amount withheld pursuant to this subsection shall be spent solely on expenses incurred 
by the commission in performing the duties required by this article. 
(c)  No deduction shall be made to any state funding which a local school system is 
otherwise authorized to receive pursuant to this chapter as a direct result or 
consequence of the enrollment in a state charter school of a specific student or students 
who reside in the geographical area of the local school system. 
(d)  For purposes of funding students enrolled in a state charter school in the first year 
of such school's operation or for the first year that an existing state charter school offers 
a new grade level and prior to the initial student count, the commission shall calculate 
and the department shall distribute the funding for the state charter school on the basis 
of its projected enrollment according to an enrollment counting procedure or projection 
method stipulated in the terms of the charter.  No later than July 1 of each year, the 
commission shall notify the department and the Office of Planning and Budget of the 
funding estimates calculated pursuant to this subsection for any new state charter 
schools and for any new grade levels offered by existing state charter schools.  After the 
initial student count during the first year of such state charter school's operation or 
newly offered grade level and in all years of operation thereafter, each state charter 
school's student enrollment shall be based on the actual enrollment in the current school 
year according to the most recent student count.  Nothing in this Code section shall be 
construed to require the department to conduct more than two student counts per year. 
(e)  Funding for state charter schools pursuant to this Code section shall be subject to 
appropriations by the General Assembly and such schools shall be treated consistently 
with all other public schools in this state, pursuant to the respective statutory funding 
formulas and grants. 
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20-2-2090. 
The commission shall work in collaboration with the department on all matters related 
to authorizing state charter schools and shall be assigned to the department for 
administrative purposes only, as prescribed in Code Section 50-4-3.  For administrative 
purposes, including data reporting, student enrollment counting procedures, student 
achievement reporting, funding allocations, and related purposes as defined by the State 
Board of Education, each state charter school shall, consistent with department rules 
and regulations, be treated as a single local education agency. 

 
20-2-2091. 
The commission and the State Board of Education, as appropriate, shall adopt rules and 
regulations necessary to facilitate the implementation of this article.  Except as 
otherwise provided in this article, any rules and regulations adopted by the State Board 
of Education pursuant to this article, to the extent practicable, shall be established in the 
same manner and subject to the same requirements as for state chartered special schools 
under Article 31 of this chapter." 

 
SECTION 2. 

(a)  This Act shall become effective on January 1, 2013, only if a Constitutional 
amendment expressly authorizing the General Assembly to create state charter schools as 
special schools is ratified at the November, 2012, general election. 
(b)  If such an amendment to the Constitution is not so ratified, then this Act shall not 
become effective and shall stand repealed by operation of law on January 1, 2013. 
 

SECTION 3. 
All laws and parts of laws in conflict with this Act are repealed.   
 
 The report of the Committee, which was favorable to the passage of the Bill, by 
substitute, was agreed to. 
 
 On the passage of the Bill, by substitute, the roll call was ordered and the vote was as 
follows: 
 
N Abdul-Salaam 
N Abrams 
Y Allison 
Y Amerson 
Y Anderson 
N Ashe 
Y Atwood 
    Baker 
Y Battles 
N Beasley-Teague 
N Bell 
    Benfield 
N Benton 

Y Davis 
N Dawkins-Haigler 
Y Dempsey 
N Dickerson 
Y Dickey 
Y Dickson 
Y Dobbs 
Y Dollar 
Y Drenner 
Y Dudgeon 
N Dukes 
Y Dunahoo 
Y Dutton 

E Heckstall 
Y Hembree 
    Henson 
Y Hightower 
Y Hill 
Y Holcomb 
N Holmes 
Y Holt 
Y Horne 
Y Houston 
N Howard 
Y Hudson 
N Hugley 

Y McBrayer 
Y McCall 
Y McKillip 
Y Meadows 
N Mitchell 
Y Morgan 
Y Morris 
N Mosby 
N Murphy 
Y Neal, J 
N Neal, Y 
Y Nimmer 
Y Nix 

    Shaw 
E Sheldon  
Y Sims, B 
    Sims, C 
N Smith, E 
Y Smith, K 
Y Smith, L 
Y Smith, R 
Y Smith, T 
N Smyre 
N Spencer 
N Stephens, M 
Y Stephens, R 
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N Beverly 
Y Black 
Y Braddock 
Y Brockway 
N Brooks 
E Bruce 
N Bryant 
N Buckner 
Y Burns 
Y Byrd 
Y Carson 
Y Carter 
Y Casas 
Y Channell 
Y Cheokas 
Y Clark, J 
Y Clark, V 
Y Coleman 
Y Collins 
Y Cooke 
Y Coomer 
Y Cooper 
N Crawford 

Y Ehrhart 
Y England 
N Epps, C 
Y Epps, J 
E Evans 
N Floyd 
    Fludd 
N Frazier 
N Fullerton 
N Gardner 
Y Geisinger 
Y Golick 
N Gordon 
N Greene 
Y Hamilton 
Y Hanner 
    Harbin 
Y Harden, B 
Y Harden, M 
Y Harrell 
Y Hatchett 
Y Hatfield 
N Heard 

N Jackson 
Y Jacobs 
N James 
Y Jasperse 
Y Jerguson 
N Johnson 
Y Jones, J 
Y Jones, S 
N Jordan 
Y Kaiser 
N Kendrick 
Y Kidd 
Y Knight 
Y Lane 
Y Lindsey 
Y Long 
Y Maddox, B 
Y Maddox, G 
Y Manning 
N Marin 
Y Martin 
Y Maxwell 
Y Mayo 

N Oliver 
Y O'Neal 
Y Pak 
Y Parent 
Y Parrish 
Y Parsons 
Y Peake 
N Powell, A 
Y Powell, J 
Y Pruett 
Y Purcell 
Y Ramsey 
N Randall 
N Reece 
Y Rice 
Y Riley 
Y Roberts 
Y Rogers, C 
Y Rogers, T 
    Rynders 
Y Scott, M 
N Scott, S 
Y Setzler 

N Stephenson 
Y Talton 
Y Tankersley 
Y Taylor, D 
N Taylor, R 
Y Taylor, T 
Y Teasley 
Y Thomas 
    VACANT 
    Waites 
Y Watson 
    Welch 
Y Weldon 
N Wilkerson 
Y Wilkinson 
Y Willard 
N Williams, A 
Y Williams, C 
N Williams, E 
Y Williams, R 
Y Williamson 
Y Yates 
    Ralston, Speaker 

   
 On the passage of the Bill, by substitute, the ayes were 115, nays 49. 
 
 The Bill, having received the requisite constitutional majority, was passed, by 
substitute. 
 
 Representatives Shaw of the 176th and Waites of the 60th stated that they had been 
called from the floor of the House during the preceding roll call.  They wished to be 
recorded as voting "aye" thereon. 
 
 Representative Baker of the 78th stated that he had been called from the floor of the 
House during the preceding roll call.  He wished to be recorded as voting "nay" thereon. 
 
 The Speaker Pro Tem assumed the Chair. 
 
HB 818. By Representatives Parsons of the 42nd, Smith of the 131st and Smith of the 

122nd: 
 

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Code Section 48-7-29.14 of the 
Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to the income tax credit for 
clean energy property, so as to include certain commercial geothermal heat 
pumps with the definition of the term 'clean energy property'; to provide for 
related matters; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.  
 

 The following Committee substitute was read: 
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A BILL TO BE ENTITLED 
AN ACT 

 
To amend Code Section 48-7-29.14 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating 
to the income tax credit for clean energy property, so as to include certain commercial 
geothermal heat pumps with the definition of the term "clean energy property"; to provide 
a limit on the amount of tax credits in certain years; to provide for related matters; to 
repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes. 
 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF GEORGIA: 
 

SECTION 1. 
Code Section 48-7-29.14 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to the 
income tax credit for clean energy property, is amended by revising paragraph (3) of 
subsection (a) as follows: 

"(3)  'Clean energy property' includes any of the following: 
(A)  Solar energy equipment that uses solar radiation as a substitute for traditional 
energy for water heating, active space heating and cooling, passive heating, 
daylighting, generating electricity, distillation, desalinization, or the production of 
industrial or commercial process heat, as well as related devices necessary for 
collecting, storing, exchanging, conditioning, or converting solar energy to other 
useful forms of energy; 
(B)  Energy Star certified geothermal heat pump systems or commercial three-phase 
geothermal heat pump systems that meet the Energy Star efficiency requirements 
for energy efficiency ratio (EER) and coefficient of performance (COP); 
(C)  Energy efficient projects as follows: 

(i)  Lighting retrofit projects.  'Lighting retrofit project' means a lighting retrofit 
system that employs dual switching (ability to switch roughly half the lights off 
and still have fairly uniform light distribution), delamping, daylighting, relamping, 
or other controls or processes which reduce annual energy and power consumption 
by 30 percent compared to the American Society of Heating, Refrigerating, and 
Air Conditioning Engineers 2004 standard (ASHRAE 90.1.2004); and 
(ii)  Energy efficient buildings.  'Energy efficient building' means for other than 
single-family residential property new or retrofitted buildings that are designed, 
constructed, and certified to exceed the standards set forth in the American Society 
of Heating, Refrigerating, and Air Conditioning Engineers 2004 standard 
(ASHRAE 90.1.2004) by 30 percent; 

(D)  Wind equipment required to capture and convert wind energy into electricity or 
mechanical power as well as related devices that may be required for converting, 
conditioning, and storing the electricity produced by wind equipment; and 
(E)  Biomass equipment to convert wood residuals into electricity through 
gasification and pyrolysis." 
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SECTION 2. 
Said Code section is further amended by revising paragraph (3) of subsection (b) as 
follows: 

"(3)  In no event shall the total amount of tax credits allowed by this subsection 
exceed: 

(A)  For calendar year 2008, $2.5 million; 
(B)  For calendar year 2009, $2.5 million; 
(C)  For calendar year 2010, $2.5 million; 
(D)  For calendar year 2011, $2.5 million; 
(E)  For calendar year 2012, $5 million; 
(F)  For calendar year 2013, $5 million; and 
(G)  For calendar year 2014, $5 2.5 million." 

 
SECTION 3. 

All laws and parts of laws in conflict with this Act are repealed.   
 
 The following amendment was read and adopted: 
 
Representative Channell of the 116th offers the following amendment: 
 
Amend the substitute to HB 818 (LC 34 3410S) by inserting on line 4 following "years;" 
the following: 
to repeal Code Section 48-7-40.16 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to 
income tax credits for low-emission vehicles; 
 
By inserting between lines 46 and 47 the following: 

SECTION 3. 
Code Section 48-7-40.16 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to income 
tax credits for low-emission vehicles, is repealed and designated as reserved. 
 
By redesignating Section 3 as Section 4. 
 
 The Committee substitute, as amended, was adopted. 
 
 The report of the Committee, which was favorable to the passage of the Bill, by 
substitute, was agreed to, as amended. 
 
 On the passage of the Bill, by substitute, as amended, the roll call was ordered and the 
vote was as follows: 
 
Y Abdul-Salaam 
Y Abrams 
Y Allison 
Y Amerson 

Y Davis 
Y Dawkins-Haigler 
Y Dempsey 
Y Dickerson 

E Heckstall 
Y Hembree 
Y Henson 
Y Hightower 

Y McBrayer 
Y McCall 
Y McKillip 
Y Meadows 

Y Shaw 
E Sheldon  
Y Sims, B 
    Sims, C 
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Y Anderson 
Y Ashe 
Y Atwood 
Y Baker 
    Battles 
Y Beasley-Teague 
Y Bell 
Y Benfield 
Y Benton 
Y Beverly 
Y Black 
Y Braddock 
Y Brockway 
Y Brooks 
E Bruce 
Y Bryant 
Y Buckner 
Y Burns 
Y Byrd 
Y Carson 
Y Carter 
Y Casas 
Y Channell 
Y Cheokas 
Y Clark, J 
Y Clark, V 
Y Coleman 
Y Collins 
Y Cooke 
Y Coomer 
Y Cooper 
Y Crawford 

Y Dickey 
Y Dickson 
Y Dobbs 
Y Dollar 
Y Drenner 
    Dudgeon 
Y Dukes 
Y Dunahoo 
Y Dutton 
    Ehrhart 
Y England 
Y Epps, C 
Y Epps, J 
E Evans 
Y Floyd 
    Fludd 
Y Frazier 
Y Fullerton 
Y Gardner 
Y Geisinger 
Y Golick 
Y Gordon 
Y Greene 
Y Hamilton 
Y Hanner 
    Harbin 
Y Harden, B 
Y Harden, M 
Y Harrell 
Y Hatchett 
Y Hatfield 
Y Heard 

Y Hill 
Y Holcomb 
Y Holmes 
Y Holt 
E Horne 
Y Houston 
Y Howard 
Y Hudson 
Y Hugley 
Y Jackson 
Y Jacobs 
Y James 
Y Jasperse 
Y Jerguson 
Y Johnson 
    Jones, J 
Y Jones, S 
    Jordan 
Y Kaiser 
Y Kendrick 
Y Kidd 
Y Knight 
Y Lane 
Y Lindsey 
Y Long 
Y Maddox, B 
    Maddox, G 
Y Manning 
Y Marin 
Y Martin 
Y Maxwell 
Y Mayo 

Y Mitchell 
Y Morgan 
Y Morris 
Y Mosby 
Y Murphy 
Y Neal, J 
Y Neal, Y 
Y Nimmer 
Y Nix 
Y Oliver 
Y O'Neal 
Y Pak 
Y Parent 
Y Parrish 
Y Parsons 
Y Peake 
Y Powell, A 
Y Powell, J 
Y Pruett 
Y Purcell 
Y Ramsey 
Y Randall 
Y Reece 
Y Rice 
Y Riley 
Y Roberts 
Y Rogers, C 
Y Rogers, T 
Y Rynders 
Y Scott, M 
Y Scott, S 
Y Setzler 

Y Smith, E 
Y Smith, K 
Y Smith, L 
Y Smith, R 
Y Smith, T 
Y Smyre 
Y Spencer 
Y Stephens, M 
Y Stephens, R 
Y Stephenson 
Y Talton 
Y Tankersley 
Y Taylor, D 
Y Taylor, R 
Y Taylor, T 
Y Teasley 
Y Thomas 
    VACANT 
Y Waites 
Y Watson 
Y Welch 
Y Weldon 
Y Wilkerson 
Y Wilkinson 
Y Willard 
Y Williams, A 
Y Williams, C 
Y Williams, E 
Y Williams, R 
Y Williamson 
Y Yates 
    Ralston, Speaker 

   
 On the passage of the Bill, by substitute, as amended, the ayes were 164, nays 0. 
 
 The Bill, having received the requisite constitutional majority, was passed, by 
substitute, as amended. 
 
 Representative Byrd of the 20th stated that she inadvertently voted "aye" on the 
preceding roll call.  She wished to be recorded as voting "nay" thereon. 
 
 The Speaker assumed the Chair. 
 
HB 868. By Representatives Collins of the 27th, Carter of the 175th, Atwood of the 

179th, Hatchett of the 143rd, Clark of the 98th and others: 
 

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Article 2 of Chapter 7 of Title 48 of 
the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to imposition, computation, 
and exemptions from state income tax, so as to provide for the 
comprehensive revision of income tax credits for business enterprises located 
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in less developed areas, designated by tiers, for business enterprises located 
in less developed areas consisting of contiguous census tracts, for existing 
manufacturing and telecommunications facilities located in certain tier 
counties, and for establishing new quality jobs or relocating quality jobs; to 
provide for related matters; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.  
 

 The following Committee substitute was read and adopted: 
 

A BILL TO BE ENTITLED 
AN ACT 

 
To amend Article 2 of Chapter 7 of Title 48 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, 
relating to imposition, computation, and exemptions from state income tax, so as to 
provide for the comprehensive revision of income tax credits for business enterprises 
located in less developed areas, designated by tiers, for business enterprises located in 
less developed areas consisting of contiguous census tracts, for existing manufacturing 
and telecommunications facilities located in certain tier counties, and for establishing 
new quality jobs or relocating quality jobs; to provide for procedures, conditions, and 
limitations; to change certain provisions so as to correct certain cross-references; to 
provide for an effective date and applicability; to provide that this Act shall not abate or 
affect prosecutions, punishments, penalties, administrative proceedings or remedies, or 
civil actions related to certain violations; to provide for related matters; to repeal 
conflicting laws; and for other purposes. 
 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF GEORGIA: 
 

SECTION 1. 
Article 2 of Chapter 7 of Title 48 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to 
imposition, computation, and exemptions from state income tax, is amended by revising 
subsections (a), (e), (f), (h), and (l) of Code Section 48-7-40, relating to designation of 
counties as less developed areas, as follows: 

"(a)  As used in this Code section, the term: 
(1)  'Broadcasting' means the transmission or licensing of audio, video, text, or other 
programming content to the general public, subscribers, or to third parties via radio, 
television, cable, satellite, or the Internet or Internet Protocol and includes motion 
picture and sound recording, editing, production, postproduction, and distribution.  
'Broadcasting' is limited to establishments classified under the 2007 North American 
Industry Classification System Codes 515, broadcasting; 519, Internet publishing and 
broadcasting; 517, telecommunications; and 512, motion picture and sound recording 
industries. 
(2)  'Business enterprise' means any business or the headquarters of any such business 
which is engaged in manufacturing, including, but not limited to, the manufacturing 
of alternative energy products for use in solar, wind, battery, bioenergy, biofuel, and 
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electric vehicle enterprises, warehousing and distribution, processing, 
telecommunications, broadcasting, tourism, research and development industries, 
biomedical manufacturing, and services for the elderly and persons with disabilities.  
Such term shall not include retail businesses.  Businesses are eligible for the tax credit 
provided by this Code section at an individual establishment of the business based on 
the classification of the individual establishment under the North American Industry 
Classification System.  For purposes of this Code section, the term 'establishment' 
means an economic unit at a single physical location where business is conducted or 
where services or industrial operations are performed.  If more than one business 
activity is conducted at the establishment, then only those jobs engaged in the 
qualifying activity will be eligible for the tax credit provided by this Code section. 
(3)  'Competitive project' means expansion or location of some or all of a business 
enterprise's operations in this state having significant regional impact where the 
commissioner of economic development certifies that but for some or all of the tax 
incentives provided in this Code section, the business enterprise would have located 
or expanded outside this state. 
(4)  'Existing business enterprise' means any business or the headquarters of any such 
business which has operated for the immediately preceding three years a facility in 
this state which is engaged in manufacturing, including, but not limited to, the 
manufacturing of alternative energy products for use in solar, wind, battery, 
bioenergy, biofuel, and electric vehicle enterprises, warehousing and distribution, 
processing, telecommunications, broadcasting, tourism, biomedical manufacturing, or 
research and development industries.  Such term shall not include retail businesses.  
Businesses are eligible for the tax credit provided by this Code section at an 
individual establishment of the business based on the classification of the individual 
establishment under the North American Industry Classification System.  For 
purposes of this Code section, the term 'establishment' means an economic unit at a 
single physical location where business is conducted or where services or industrial 
operations are performed.  If more than one business activity is conducted at the 
establishment, then only those jobs engaged in the qualifying activity will be eligible 
for the tax credit provided by this Code section. 
(5)  'New full-time employee job' means a newly created position of employment that 
was not previously located in this state, requires a minimum of 35 hours a week, and 
pays at or above the average wage earned in the county with the lowest average wage 
earned in this state, as reported in the most recently available annual issue of the 
Georgia Employment and Wages Averages Report of the Department of Labor." 
"(e)(1)  Business enterprises in counties designated by the commissioner of 
community affairs as tier 1 counties shall be allowed a tax credit for taxes imposed 
under this article equal to $3,500.00 annually per eligible new full-time employee job 
for five years beginning with the first taxable year in which the new full-time 
employee job is created and for the four immediately succeeding taxable years; 
provided, however, that where the amount of such credit exceeds a business 
enterprise's liability for such taxes in a taxable year, the excess may be taken as a 
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credit against such business enterprise's quarterly or monthly payment under Code 
Section 48-7-103 but not to exceed in any one taxable year $3,500.00 for each new 
full-time employee job when aggregated with the credit applied against taxes under 
this article.  Each employee whose employer receives credit against such business 
enterprise's quarterly or monthly payment under Code Section 48-7-103 shall receive 
credit against his or her income tax liability under Code Section 48-7-20 for the 
corresponding taxable year for the full amount which would be credited against such 
liability prior to the application of the credit provided for in this paragraph.  Credits 
against quarterly or monthly payments under Code Section 48-7-103 and credits 
against liability under Code Section 48-7-20 established by this paragraph shall not 
constitute income to the taxpayer.  Business enterprises in counties designated by the 
commissioner of community affairs as tier 2 counties shall be allowed a job tax credit 
for taxes imposed under this article equal to $2,500.00 annually, business enterprises 
in counties designated by the commissioner of community affairs as tier 3 counties 
shall be allowed a job tax credit for taxes imposed under this article equal to 
$1,250.00 annually, and business enterprises in counties designated by the 
commissioner of community affairs as tier 4 counties shall be allowed a job tax credit 
for taxes imposed under this article equal to $750.00 annually for each new full-time 
employee job for five years beginning with the first taxable year in which the new 
full-time employee job is created and for the four immediately succeeding taxable 
years.  Where a business enterprise is engaged in a competitive project located in a 
county designated by the commissioner of community affairs as a tier 2 county and 
where the amount of the credit provided in this paragraph exceeds such business 
enterprise's liability for taxes imposed under this article in a taxable year, or where a 
business enterprise is engaged in a competitive project located in a county designated 
by the commissioner of community affairs as a tier 3 or tier 4 county and where the 
amount of the credit provided in this paragraph exceeds 50 percent of such business 
enterprise's liability for taxes imposed under this article in a taxable year, the excess 
may be taken as a credit against such business enterprise's quarterly or monthly 
payment under Code Section 48-7-103 but not to exceed in any one taxable year 
$2,500.00 for each new full-time employee job when aggregated with the credit 
applied against taxes under this article.  Each employee whose employer receives 
credit against such business enterprise's quarterly or monthly payment under Code 
Section 48-7-103 shall receive credit against his or her income tax liability under 
Code Section 48-7-20 for the corresponding taxable year for the full amount which 
would be credited against such liability prior to the application of the credit provided 
for in this paragraph.  Credits against quarterly or monthly payments under Code 
Section 48-7-103 and credits against liability under Code Section 48-7-20 established 
by this paragraph shall not constitute income to the taxpayer.  The number of new 
full-time employee jobs shall be determined by comparing the monthly average 
number of full-time employees subject to Georgia income tax withholding for the 
taxable year with the corresponding period of the prior taxable year.  In tier 1 
counties, those business enterprises that increase employment by five two or more 
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shall be eligible for the credit.  In tier 2 counties, only those business enterprises that 
increase employment by ten or more shall be eligible for the credit.  In tier 3 counties, 
only those business enterprises that increase employment by 15 or more shall be 
eligible for the credit.  In tier 4 counties, only those business enterprises that increase 
employment by 25 or more shall be eligible for the credit.  The average wage of the 
new jobs created must be above the average wage of the county that has the lowest 
average wage of any county in the state to qualify as reported in the most recently 
available annual issue of the Georgia Employment and Wages Averages Report of the 
Department of Labor.  To qualify for a credit under this paragraph, the employer must 
make health insurance coverage available to the employee filling the new full-time 
employee job; provided, however, that nothing in this paragraph shall be construed to 
require the employer to pay for all or any part of health insurance coverage for such 
an employee in order to claim the credit provided for in this paragraph if such 
employer does not pay for all or any part of health insurance coverage for other 
employees.  Credit shall not be allowed during a year if the net employment increase 
falls below the number required in such tier.  In any year in which the net 
employment increase falls below the number required in such tier, the taxpayer shall 
forfeit the right to the credit claimed for that taxable year.  For the year that the net 
employment increase falls below the number required in such tier, a taxpayer that 
forfeits such right is therefore liable for all past taxes imposed by this article for that 
taxable year and all past payments under Code Section 48-7-103 for that taxable year 
that were foregone by the state as a result of the credits provided by this Code section; 
provided, however, that Code Section 48-2-40 shall not apply to any such forfeiture.  
The state revenue commissioner shall adjust the credit allowed each year for net new 
employment fluctuations above the minimum level of the number required in such 
tier. 
(2)  Existing business enterprises shall be allowed an additional tax credit for taxes 
imposed under this article equal to $500.00 per eligible new full-time employee job 
the first year in which the new full-time employee job is created.  The additional 
credit shall be claimed in the first taxable year in which the new full-time employee 
job is created.  The number of new full-time employee jobs shall be determined by 
comparing the monthly average number of full-time employees subject to Georgia 
income tax withholding for the taxable year with the corresponding period of the prior 
taxable year.  In tier 1 counties, those existing business enterprises that increase 
employment by five or more shall be eligible for the credit.  In tier 2 counties, only 
those existing business enterprises that increase employment by ten or more shall be 
eligible for the credit.  In tier 3 counties, only those existing business enterprises that 
increase employment by 15 or more shall be eligible for the credit.  In tier 4 counties, 
only those existing business enterprises that increase employment by 25 or more shall 
be eligible for the credit.  The average wage of the new jobs created must be above 
the average wage of the county that has the lowest average wage of any county in the 
state to qualify as reported in the most recently available annual issue of the Georgia 
Employment and Wages Averages Report of the Department of Labor.  To qualify for 
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a credit under this paragraph, the employer must make health insurance coverage 
available to the employee filling the new full-time job; provided, however, that 
nothing in this paragraph shall be construed to require the employer to pay for all or 
any part of health insurance coverage for such an employee in order to claim the 
credit provided for in this paragraph if such employer does not pay for all or any part 
of health insurance coverage for other employees.  Credit shall not be allowed during 
a year if the net employment increase falls below the number required in such tier.  
Any credit generated and utilized for years prior to the year in which the net 
employment increase falls below the number required in such tier shall not be 
affected.  The state revenue commissioner shall adjust the credit allowed each year for 
net new employment fluctuations above the minimum level of the number required in 
such tier.  This paragraph shall apply only to new eligible full-time jobs created in 
taxable years beginning on or after January 1, 2006, and ending no later than taxable 
years beginning prior to January 1, 2011. 

(f)  Tax credits for four five years for the taxes imposed under this article shall be 
awarded for additional new full-time employee jobs created by business enterprises 
qualified under subsection (b), (c), or (c.1) of this Code section.  Additional new full-
time employee jobs shall be determined by subtracting the highest total employment of 
the business enterprise during years two through five, or whatever portion of years two 
through five which has been completed, from the total increased employment.  The 
state revenue commissioner shall adjust the credit allowed in the event of employment 
fluctuations during the five years of credit." 

"(h)(1)  Except as provided in paragraph (2) of this subsection, any Any credit 
claimed under this Code section but not used in any taxable year may be carried 
forward for ten years from the close of the taxable year in which the qualified jobs 
were established, subject to forfeiture as provided in paragraph (1) of subsection (e) of 
this Code section, but in tiers 3 and 4 the credit established by this Code section taken 
in any one taxable year shall be limited to an amount not greater than 50 percent of 
the taxpayer's state income tax liability which is attributable to income derived from 
operations in this state for that taxable year.  In tier 1 and 2 counties, the credit 
allowed under this Code section against taxes imposed under this article in any 
taxable year shall be limited to an amount not greater than 100 percent of the 
taxpayer's state income tax liability attributable to income derived from operations in 
this state for such taxable year. 
(2)  The additional credit claimed by an existing business enterprise pursuant to the 
provisions of paragraph (2) of subsection (e) of this Code section must be applied 
against taxes imposed for the taxable year in which such credit is available and may 
not be carried forward to any subsequent taxable year." 

"(l)  Taxpayers that initially claimed the credit under this Code section for any taxable 
year beginning before January 1, 2009 2012, shall be governed, for purposes of all such 
credits claimed as well as any credits claimed in subsequent taxable years related to 
such initial claim, by this Code section as it was in effect for the taxable year in which 
the taxpayer made such initial claim." 
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SECTION 2. 
Said article is further amended by revising subsections (a), (e), (f), and (j) of Code 
Section 48-7-40.1, relating to tax credits for business enterprises located in less 
developed areas, as follows: 

"(a)  As used in this Code section, the term: 
(1)  'Broadcasting' means the transmission or licensing of audio, video, text, or other 
programming content to the general public, subscribers, or to third parties via radio, 
television, cable, satellite, or the Internet or Internet Protocol and includes motion 
picture and sound recording, editing, production, postproduction, and distribution.  
'Broadcasting' is limited to establishments classified under the 2007 North American 
Industry Classification System Codes 515, broadcasting; 519, Internet publishing and 
broadcasting; 517, telecommunications; and 512, motion picture and sound recording 
industries. 
(2)  'Business enterprise' means any business or the headquarters of any such business 
which is engaged in manufacturing, including, but not limited to, the manufacturing 
of alternative energy products for use in solar, wind, battery, bioenergy, biofuel, and 
electric vehicle enterprises, warehousing and distribution, processing, 
telecommunications, broadcasting, tourism, biomedical manufacturing, and research 
and development industries.  Such term shall not include retail businesses.  Businesses 
are eligible for the tax credit provided by this Code section at an individual 
establishment of the business based on the classification of the individual 
establishment under the North American Industry Classification System.  For 
purposes of this Code section, the term 'establishment' means an economic unit at a 
single physical location where business is conducted or where services or industrial 
operations are performed.  If more than one business activity is conducted at the 
establishment, then only those jobs engaged in the qualifying activity will be eligible 
for the tax credit provided by this Code section." 
"(e)  Business enterprises in areas designated by the commissioner of community 
affairs as less developed areas shall be allowed a job tax credit for taxes imposed 
under this article equal to $3,500.00 annually per eligible new full-time employee job 
for five years beginning with the first taxable year in which the new full-time 
employee job is created and for the four immediately succeeding taxable years; 
provided, however, that where the amount of such credit exceeds a business 
enterprise's liability for such taxes in a taxable year, the excess may be taken as a 
credit against such business enterprise's quarterly or monthly payment under Code 
Section 48-7-103 but not to exceed in any one taxable year $3,500.00 for each new 
full-time employee job when aggregated with the credit applied against taxes under 
this article.  Each employee whose employer receives credit against such business 
enterprise's quarterly or monthly payment under Code Section 48-7-103 shall receive 
credit against his or her income tax liability under Code Section 48-7-20 for the 
corresponding taxable year for the full amount which would be credited against such 
liability prior to the application of the credit provided for in this subsection.  Credits 
against quarterly or monthly payments under Code Section 48-7-103 and credits 
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against liability under Code Section 48-7-20 established by this subsection shall not 
constitute income to the taxpayer.  The number of new full-time jobs shall be 
determined by comparing the monthly average number of full-time employees subject 
to Georgia income tax withholding for the taxable year with the corresponding period 
of the prior taxable year.  Only those business enterprises that increase employment 
by five or more in a less developed area shall be eligible for the credit; provided, 
however, that within areas of pervasive poverty as designated under paragraphs (2) 
and (4) of subsection (c) of this Code section businesses shall only have to increase 
employment by two or more jobs in order to be eligible for the credit, provided that, if 
a business only increases employment by two jobs, the persons hired for such jobs 
shall not be married to one another.  The average wage of the new jobs created must 
be above the average wage of the county that has the lowest wage of any county in the 
state to qualify as reported in the most recently available annual issue of the Georgia 
Employment and Wages Averages Report of the Department of Labor.  To qualify for 
a credit under this subsection, the employer must make health insurance coverage 
available to the employee filling the new full-time job; provided, however, that 
nothing in this subsection shall be construed to require the employer to pay for all or 
any part of health insurance coverage for such an employee in order to claim the 
credit provided for in this subsection if such employer does not pay for all or any part 
of health insurance coverage for other employees.  Credit shall not be allowed during 
a year if the net employment increase falls below five or two, as applicable.  In any 
year in which the net employment increase falls below five or two, as applicable, the 
taxpayer shall forfeit the right to the credit claimed for that taxable year.  For the year 
that the net employment increase falls below five or two, as applicable, a taxpayer that 
forfeits such right is therefore liable for all past taxes imposed by this article for that 
taxable year and all past payments under Code Section 48-7-103 for that taxable year 
that were foregone by the state as a result of the credits provided by this Code section; 
provided, however that Code Section 48-2-40 shall not apply to any such forfeiture.  
The state revenue commissioner shall adjust the credit allowed each year for net new 
employment fluctuations above the minimum level of five or two. 

(f)  Tax credits for four five years for the taxes imposed under this article shall be 
awarded for additional new full-time employee jobs created by business enterprises 
qualified under subsection (b) or (c) of this Code section.  Additional new full-time 
employee jobs shall be determined by subtracting the highest total employment of the 
business enterprise during years two through five, or whatever portion of years two 
through five which has been completed, from the total increased employment.  The 
state revenue commissioner shall adjust the credit allowed in the event of employment 
fluctuations during the additional five years of credit." 
"(j)  Taxpayers that initially claimed the credit under this Code section for any taxable 
year beginning before January 1, 2009 2012, shall be governed, for purposes of all such 
credits claimed as well as any credits claimed in subsequent taxable years related to 
such initial claim, by this Code section as it was in effect for the taxable year in which 
the taxpayer made such initial claim." 
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SECTION 3. 
Said article is further amended by revising subsection (e) of Code Section 48-7-40.12, 
relating to tax credit for qualified research expenses, as follows: 

"(e)  In the first five years of a newly formed business enterprise's operations in this 
state, where Where the amount of a credit claimed under this Code section exceeds 50 
percent of a taxpayer's liability for such taxes the business enterprise's remaining 
Georgia net income tax liability after all other credits have been applied in a taxable 
year, the excess may be taken as a credit against such taxpayer's quarterly or monthly 
payment under Code Section 48-7-103.  Each employee whose employer receives credit 
against such taxpayer's quarterly or monthly payment under Code Section 48-7-103 
shall receive a credit against his or her income tax liability under Code Section 48-7-20 
for the corresponding taxable year for the full amount which would be credited against 
such liability prior to the application of the credit provided for in this subsection.  
Credits against quarterly or monthly payments under Code Section 48-7-103 and credits 
against liability under Code Section 48-7-20 established by this subsection shall not 
constitute income to the taxpayer." 

 
SECTION 4. 

Said article is further amended by revising Code Section 48-7-40.15, relating to 
alternative tax credits for base year port traffic increases, as follows: 

"48-7-40.15. 
(a)  As used in this Code section, the term: 

(1)  'Base year port traffic' means: 
(A)  For taxable years beginning prior to January 1, 2010, the total amount of net 
tons, containers, or twenty-foot equivalent units (TEU's) of product actually 
transported by way of a waterborne ship or vehicle through a port facility during the 
period from January 1, 1997, through December 31, 1997; provided, however, that 
in the event the total amount actually transported during such period was not at least 
75 net tons, five containers, or ten twenty-foot equivalent units (TEU's), then 'base 
year port traffic' means 75 net tons, five containers, or ten twenty-foot equivalent 
units (TEU's). 
(B)  For all taxable years beginning on or after January 1, 2010, the total amount of 
net tons, containers, or twenty-foot equivalent units (TEU's) of product actually 
imported into this state or exported out of this state by way of a waterborne ship or 
vehicle through a port facility during the second preceding 12 month period; 
provided, however, that in the event the total amount actually imported into this 
state or exported out of this state during such period was not at least 75 net tons, five 
containers, or ten twenty-foot equivalent units (TEU's), then 'base year port traffic' 
means 75 net tons, five containers, or ten twenty-foot equivalent units (TEU's). 

(2)  'Broadcasting' means the transmission or licensing of audio, video, text, or other 
programming content to the general public, subscribers, or to third parties via radio, 
television, cable, satellite, or the Internet or Internet Protocol and includes motion 
picture and sound recording, editing, production, postproduction, and distribution.  
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'Broadcasting' is limited to establishments classified under the 2007 North American 
Industry Classification System Codes 515, broadcasting; 516, 519, Internet publishing 
and broadcasting; 517, telecommunications; and 512, motion picture and sound 
recording industries. 
(3)  'Business enterprise' means any business or the headquarters of any such business 
which is engaged in manufacturing, including, but not limited to, the manufacturing 
of alternative energy products for use in solar, wind, battery, bioenergy, biofuel, and 
electric vehicle enterprises, warehousing and distribution, processing, 
telecommunications, broadcasting, tourism, biomedical manufacturing, and research 
and development industries.  Such term but shall not include retail businesses.  
Businesses are eligible for the tax credit provided by subsection (b) of this Code 
section at an individual establishment of the business based on the classification of the 
individual establishment under the North American Industry Classification System.  
For purposes of this Code section, the term 'establishment' means an economic unit at 
a single physical location where business is conducted or where services or industrial 
operations are performed.  If more than one business activity is conducted at the 
establishment, then only those jobs engaged in the qualifying activity will be eligible 
for the tax credit provided by this Code section. 
(4)  'Port facility' means any privately owned or publicly owned facility located within 
this state through which product is transported by way of a waterborne ship or vehicle 
to or from destinations outside this state. 
(5)  'Port traffic' means: 

(A)  For taxable years beginning prior to January 1, 2010, the total amount of net 
tons, containers, or twenty-foot equivalent units (TEU's) of product transported by 
way of a waterborne ship or vehicle through a port facility. 
(B)  For all taxable years beginning on or after January 1, 2010, the total amount of 
net tons, containers, or twenty-foot equivalent units (TEU's) of product imported 
into this state or exported out of this state by way of a waterborne ship or vehicle 
through a port facility. 

(6)  'Product' means a marketable product or component of a product which has an 
economic value to the wholesale or retail consumer and is ready to be used without 
further alteration of its form or a product or material which is marketed as a prepared 
material or is a component in the manufacturing and assembly of other finished 
products. 
(7)  'Qualified investment property' means all real and personal property purchased or 
acquired by a taxpayer for use in the construction of an additional manufacturing or 
telecommunications facility to be located in this state or in the expansion of an 
existing manufacturing or telecommunications facility located in this state, including, 
but not limited to, moneys expended on land acquisition, improvements, buildings, 
building improvements, and machinery and equipment to be used in the 
manufacturing or telecommunications facility.  The department shall promulgate rules 
defining eligible manufacturing facilities, telecommunications facilities, and qualified 
investment property pursuant to this Code section. 
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(b)(1)  In the case of any business enterprise which has increased its port traffic of 
products during the previous 12 month period by more than 10 percent above its base 
year port traffic and is qualified to claim a job tax credit under Code Section 48-7-40 
or 48-7-40.1 for jobs added at any time on or after January 1, 1998, there shall be 
allowed an additional $1,250.00 job tax credit against the tax imposed under this 
article. 
(2)  The tax credit described in this subsection shall be allowed subject to the 
conditions and limitations set forth in Code Section 48-7-40 or 48-7-40.1 and shall be 
in addition to the credit allowed under Code Section 48-7-40 or 48-7-40.1; provided, 
however, that such credit shall not be allowed during a year if the port traffic does not 
remain above the minimum level established in this Code section. 

(c)  In the case of any business enterprise which has increased its port traffic of 
products during the previous 12 month period by more than 10 percent above its base 
year port traffic and is qualified to claim a tax credit under Code Section 48-7-40.2, 48-
7-40.3, 48-7-40.4, 48-7-40.7, 48-7-40.8, or 48-7-40.9 upon qualified investment 
property added at any time on or after January 1, 1998, there shall be allowed a credit 
against the tax imposed under this article in an amount equal to the applicable 
percentage amount otherwise allowed under Code Section 48-7-40.2 or 48-7-40.7 to 
business enterprises for the cost of such property.  The tax credit described in this 
subsection shall be allowed subject to the conditions and limitations set forth in Code 
Section 48-7-40.2 or 48-7-40.7, as applicable, except that such property may be placed 
in service in any county without regard to its tier designation.  Such credit shall also be 
in lieu of and not in addition to the credit authorized under Code Sections 48-7-40.2, 
48-7-40.3, 48-7-40.4, 48-7-40.7, 48-7-40.8, and 48-7-40.9. 
(d)  No business enterprise shall be authorized to claim the credits provided for in both 
subsections (b) and (c) of this Code section on a tax return for any taxable year unless 
such business enterprise has increased its port traffic of products during the previous 12 
month period by more than 20 percent above its base year port traffic, has increased 
employment by 400 or more no sooner than January 1, 1998, and has purchased or 
acquired qualified investment property having an aggregate cost in excess of $20 
million no sooner than January 1, 1998. 
(e)  The credit granted under this Code section shall be subject to the following 
conditions and limitations: 

(1)  For every year in which a taxpayer claims the credit, the taxpayer shall attach a 
schedule to the taxpayer's state income tax return which shall set forth the following 
information, as a minimum, in addition to the information required under Code 
Sections 48-7-40, 48-7-40.1, and 48-7-40.2 or 48-7-40.7: 

(A)  A description of how the base year port traffic and the increase in port traffic 
was determined; 
(B)  The amount of the base year port traffic; 
(C)  The amount of the increase in port traffic for the taxable year, including 
information which demonstrates an increase in port traffic in excess of the minimum 
amount required to claim the tax credit under this Code section; 
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(D)  Any tax credit utilized by the taxpayer in prior years; 
(E)  The amount of tax credit carried over from prior years; 
(F)  The amount of tax credit utilized by the taxpayer in the current taxable year; 
and 
(G)  The amount of tax credit to be carried over to subsequent tax years. 
(2)(A)  Any tax credit claimed under subsection (b) of this Code section but not 
used in any taxable year may be carried forward for ten years from the close of the 
taxable year in which the qualified jobs were established, provided that the increase 
in port traffic remains above the minimum levels established in Code Section 48-7-
40 or 48-7-40.1 and this Code section, respectively. 
(B)  Any tax credit claimed under subsection (c) of this Code section in lieu of Code 
Section 48-7-40.2, 48-7-40.3, or 48-7-40.4 but not used in any taxable year may be 
carried forward for ten years from the close of the taxable year in which the 
qualified investment property was acquired, provided that the increase in port traffic 
remains above the minimum level established in this Code section and the qualified 
investment property remains in service. 
(3)(A)  Any tax credit claimed under subsection (c) of this Code section in lieu of 
Code Section 48-7-40.7, 48-7-40.8, or 48-7-40.9 shall be allowed for the ensuing 
ten taxable years following the taxable year the qualified investment property was 
first placed in service, provided that the increase in port traffic remains above the 
minimum level established in this Code section and the qualified investment 
property remains in service. 
(B)  The tax credit established by this Code section in lieu of Code Section 48-7-
40.2, 48-7-40.3, or 48-7-40.4 and taken in any one taxable year shall be limited to 
an amount not greater than 50 percent of the taxpayer's state income tax liability 
which is attributable to income derived from operations in this state for that taxable 
year. 
(C)  The tax credit established by this Code section in addition to that pursuant to 
Code Section 48-7-40 or 48-7-40.1 and taken in any one taxable year shall be 
limited to an amount not greater than 50 percent of the taxpayer's state income tax 
liability which is attributable to income derived from operations in this state for that 
taxable year. 
(D)  The sale, merger, acquisition, or bankruptcy of any taxpayer shall not create 
new eligibility for any succeeding taxpayer, but any unused credit may be 
transferred and continued by any transferee of the taxpayer." 

 
SECTION 5. 

Said article is further amended by revising Code Section 48-7-40.17, relating to 
establishing or relocating headquarters and tax credit, as follows: 

"48-7-40.17. 
(a)  As used in this Code section, the term: 
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(1)  'Average wage' means the average wage of the county in which a new quality job 
is located as reported in the most recently available annual issue of the Georgia 
Employment and Wages Averages Report of the Department of Labor. 
(2)  'New quality job' means employment for an individual which: 

(A)  Is located in this state; 
(B)  Has a regular work week of 30 hours or more; 
(C)  Is not a job that is or was already located in Georgia regardless of which 
taxpayer the individual performed services for; and 
(D)  Pays at or above 110 percent of the average wage of the county in which it is 
located; and 
(E)  Has no predetermined end date. 

(b)  A taxpayer establishing new quality jobs in this state or relocating quality jobs into 
this state which elects not to receive the tax credits provided for by Code Sections 48-7-
40, 48-7-40.1, 48-7-40.2, 48-7-40.3, 48-7-40.4, 48-7-40.7, 48-7-40.8, and 48-7-40.9 for 
such jobs and investments created by, arising from, related to, or connected in any way 
with the same project and, within one year of the first date on which the taxpayer 
pursuant to the provisions of Code Section 48-7-101 withholds wages for employees in 
this state and employs at least 50 persons in new quality jobs in this state, shall be 
allowed a credit for taxes imposed under this article: 

(1)  Equal to $2,500.00 annually per eligible new quality job where the job pays 110 
percent or more but less than 120 percent of the average wage of the county in which 
the new quality job is located; 
(2)  Equal to $3,000.00 annually per eligible new quality job where the job pays 120 
percent or more but less than 150 percent of the average wage of the county in which 
the new quality job is located; 
(3)  Equal to $4,000.00 annually per eligible new quality job where the job pays 150 
percent or more but less than 175 percent of the average wage of the county in which 
the new quality job is located; 
(4)  Equal to $4,500.00 annually per eligible new quality job where the job pays 175 
percent or more but less than 200 percent of the average wage of the county in which 
the new quality job is located; and 
(5)  Equal to $5,000.00 annually per eligible new quality job where the job pays 200 
percent or more of the average wage of the county in which the new quality job is 
located; 

provided, however, that where the amount of such credit exceeds a taxpayer's liability 
for such taxes in a taxable year, the excess may be taken as a credit against such 
taxpayer's quarterly or monthly payment under Code Section 48-7-103 but not to 
exceed in any one taxable year the credit amounts in paragraphs (1) through (5) of this 
subsection for each new quality job when aggregated with the credit applied against 
taxes under this article.  Each employee whose employer receives credit against such 
taxpayer's quarterly or monthly payment under Code Section 48-7-103 shall receive a 
credit against his or her income tax liability under Code Section 48-7-20 for the 
corresponding taxable year for the full amount which would be credited against such 
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liability prior to the application of the credit provided for in this subsection.  Credits 
against quarterly or monthly payments under Code Section 48-7-103 and credits against 
liability under Code Section 48-7-20 established by this subsection shall not constitute 
income to the taxpayer.  For each new quality job created, the credit established by this 
subsection may be taken for the first taxable year in which the new quality job is 
created and for the four immediately succeeding taxable years; provided, however, that 
such new quality jobs must be created within seven years from the close of the taxable 
year in which the taxpayer first becomes eligible for such credit.  Credit shall not be 
allowed during a year if the net employment increase falls below the 50 new quality 
jobs required.  Any credit received for years prior to the year in which the net 
employment increase falls below the 50 new quality jobs required shall not be affected 
except as provided in subsection (f) of this Code section.  The state revenue 
commissioner shall adjust the credit allowed each year for net new employment 
fluctuations above the 50 new quality jobs required. 
(c)  The number of new quality jobs to which this Code section shall be applicable shall 
be determined by comparing the monthly average of new quality jobs subject to 
Georgia income tax withholding for the taxable year with the corresponding average for 
the prior taxable year. 
(d)  Any credit claimed under this Code section but not used in any taxable year may be 
carried forward for ten years from the close of the taxable year in which the new quality 
jobs were established. 
(e)  Notwithstanding Code Section 48-2-35, any tax credit claimed under this Code 
section shall be claimed within one year of the earlier of the date the original return was 
filed or the date such return was due as prescribed in subsection (a) of Code Section 48-
7-56, including any approved extensions. 
(f)  If the taxpayer has failed to maintain a new quality job in a taxable year, the 
taxpayer shall forfeit the right to the credit claimed for such job in that year.  For each 
year such new quality job is not maintained, a taxpayer that forfeits such right is 
therefore liable for all past taxes imposed by this article for that taxable year and all 
past payments under Code Section 48-7-103 for that taxable year that were foregone by 
the state as a result of the credits provided by this Code section; provided, however, that 
Code Section 48-2-40 shall not apply to any such forfeiture. 
(g)  Taxpayers that initially claimed the credit under this Code section for any taxable 
year beginning before January 1, 2009 2012, shall be governed, for purposes of all such 
credits claimed as well as any credits claimed in subsequent taxable years related to 
such initial claim, by this Code section as it was in effect for the taxable year in which 
the taxpayer made such initial claim. 
(h)(g)  The state revenue commissioner shall promulgate any rules and regulations 
necessary to implement and administer this Code section." 

 



 WEDNESDAY, MARCH 7, 2012 2547 

SECTION 6. 
(a)  This Act shall become effective upon its approval by the Governor or upon its 
becoming law without such approval and shall be applicable to all taxable years 
beginning on or after January 1, 2012. 
(b)  Tax, penalty, and interest liabilities and refund eligibility for prior taxable years shall 
not be affected by the passage of this Act and shall continue to be governed by the 
provisions of general law as it existed immediately prior to January 1, 2012. 
(c)  This Act shall not abate any prosecution, punishment, penalty, administrative 
proceedings or remedies, or civil action related to any violation of law committed prior to 
January 1, 2012. 
 

SECTION 7. 
All laws and parts of laws in conflict with this Act are repealed.   
 
 The report of the Committee, which was favorable to the passage of the Bill, by 
substitute, was agreed to. 
 
 On the passage of the Bill, by substitute, the roll call was ordered and the vote was as 
follows: 
 
Y Abdul-Salaam 
Y Abrams 
Y Allison 
Y Amerson 
Y Anderson 
Y Ashe 
Y Atwood 
Y Baker 
Y Battles 
Y Beasley-Teague 
Y Bell 
Y Benfield 
Y Benton 
Y Beverly 
Y Black 
Y Braddock 
Y Brockway 
Y Brooks 
E Bruce 
Y Bryant 
Y Buckner 
Y Burns 
Y Byrd 
Y Carson 
Y Carter 
Y Casas 
Y Channell 
Y Cheokas 
Y Clark, J 
Y Clark, V 

Y Davis 
Y Dawkins-Haigler 
Y Dempsey 
Y Dickerson 
Y Dickey 
Y Dickson 
Y Dobbs 
Y Dollar 
Y Drenner 
Y Dudgeon 
Y Dukes 
Y Dunahoo 
Y Dutton 
    Ehrhart 
Y England 
Y Epps, C 
Y Epps, J 
E Evans 
Y Floyd 
Y Fludd 
Y Frazier 
Y Fullerton 
Y Gardner 
Y Geisinger 
Y Golick 
Y Gordon 
Y Greene 
Y Hamilton 
Y Hanner 
    Harbin 

E Heckstall 
Y Hembree 
Y Henson 
Y Hightower 
Y Hill 
Y Holcomb 
    Holmes 
Y Holt 
E Horne 
Y Houston 
Y Howard 
    Hudson 
Y Hugley 
Y Jackson 
Y Jacobs 
Y James 
Y Jasperse 
Y Jerguson 
Y Johnson 
Y Jones, J 
Y Jones, S 
Y Jordan 
Y Kaiser 
Y Kendrick 
Y Kidd 
Y Knight 
Y Lane 
Y Lindsey 
Y Long 
Y Maddox, B 

Y McBrayer 
Y McCall 
Y McKillip 
Y Meadows 
Y Mitchell 
Y Morgan 
Y Morris 
Y Mosby 
Y Murphy 
Y Neal, J 
Y Neal, Y 
Y Nimmer 
Y Nix 
Y Oliver 
    O'Neal 
Y Pak 
Y Parent 
Y Parrish 
Y Parsons 
Y Peake 
Y Powell, A 
Y Powell, J 
Y Pruett 
Y Purcell 
Y Ramsey 
Y Randall 
Y Reece 
Y Rice 
Y Riley 
Y Roberts 

Y Shaw 
E Sheldon  
Y Sims, B 
    Sims, C 
Y Smith, E 
Y Smith, K 
Y Smith, L 
Y Smith, R 
Y Smith, T 
Y Smyre 
Y Spencer 
Y Stephens, M 
Y Stephens, R 
Y Stephenson 
Y Talton 
Y Tankersley 
Y Taylor, D 
Y Taylor, R 
Y Taylor, T 
Y Teasley 
Y Thomas 
    VACANT 
Y Waites 
Y Watson 
Y Welch 
Y Weldon 
Y Wilkerson 
Y Wilkinson 
Y Willard 
Y Williams, A 
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Y Coleman 
Y Collins 
Y Cooke 
Y Coomer 
Y Cooper 
Y Crawford 

Y Harden, B 
Y Harden, M 
Y Harrell 
Y Hatchett 
Y Hatfield 
Y Heard 

Y Maddox, G 
Y Manning 
Y Marin 
Y Martin 
Y Maxwell 
Y Mayo 

Y Rogers, C 
Y Rogers, T 
Y Rynders 
Y Scott, M 
Y Scott, S 
Y Setzler 

Y Williams, C 
Y Williams, E 
Y Williams, R 
Y Williamson 
Y Yates 
    Ralston, Speaker 

   
 On the passage of the Bill, by substitute, the ayes were 167, nays 0. 
 
 The Bill, having received the requisite constitutional majority, was passed, by 
substitute. 
 
 Representative Hudson of the 124th stated that she had been called from the floor of 
the House during the preceding roll call.  She wished to be recorded as voting "aye" 
thereon. 
 
 Representative Byrd of the 20th stated that she inadvertently voted "aye" on the 
preceding roll call.  She wished to be recorded as voting "nay" thereon. 
 
HB 1080. By Representatives Purcell of the 159th, Neal of the 1st, Powell of the 171st, 

Cheokas of the 134th, Carter of the 175th and others: 
 

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Part 4 of Article 2 of Chapter 5 of 
Title 46 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, the "Georgia Emergency 
Telephone Number 9-1-1 Service Act of 1977," so as to eliminate the 9-1-1 
Advisory Committee; to provide for related matters; to repeal conflicting 
laws; and for other purposes.  
 

 The report of the Committee, which was favorable to the passage of the Bill, was 
agreed to. 
 
 On the passage of the Bill, the roll call was ordered and the vote was as follows: 
 
Y Abdul-Salaam 
Y Abrams 
Y Allison 
Y Amerson 
Y Anderson 
Y Ashe 
Y Atwood 
Y Baker 
Y Battles 
Y Beasley-Teague 
Y Bell 
Y Benfield 
Y Benton 
Y Beverly 
Y Black 

Y Davis 
Y Dawkins-Haigler 
Y Dempsey 
Y Dickerson 
Y Dickey 
Y Dickson 
Y Dobbs 
Y Dollar 
Y Drenner 
Y Dudgeon 
Y Dukes 
Y Dunahoo 
Y Dutton 
Y Ehrhart 
Y England 

E Heckstall 
Y Hembree 
Y Henson 
Y Hightower 
Y Hill 
Y Holcomb 
Y Holmes 
Y Holt 
E Horne 
Y Houston 
Y Howard 
    Hudson 
Y Hugley 
Y Jackson 
Y Jacobs 

Y McBrayer 
Y McCall 
Y McKillip 
Y Meadows 
Y Mitchell 
Y Morgan 
    Morris 
Y Mosby 
Y Murphy 
Y Neal, J 
Y Neal, Y 
Y Nimmer 
Y Nix 
Y Oliver 
Y O'Neal 

Y Shaw 
E Sheldon  
Y Sims, B 
    Sims, C 
Y Smith, E 
Y Smith, K 
Y Smith, L 
Y Smith, R 
Y Smith, T 
Y Smyre 
Y Spencer 
Y Stephens, M 
Y Stephens, R 
Y Stephenson 
Y Talton 
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Y Braddock 
Y Brockway 
Y Brooks 
E Bruce 
Y Bryant 
Y Buckner 
Y Burns 
Y Byrd 
Y Carson 
Y Carter 
Y Casas 
Y Channell 
Y Cheokas 
Y Clark, J 
Y Clark, V 
Y Coleman 
Y Collins 
Y Cooke 
Y Coomer 
Y Cooper 
Y Crawford 

Y Epps, C 
Y Epps, J 
E Evans 
Y Floyd 
Y Fludd 
Y Frazier 
Y Fullerton 
Y Gardner 
Y Geisinger 
Y Golick 
Y Gordon 
Y Greene 
Y Hamilton 
Y Hanner 
Y Harbin 
Y Harden, B 
Y Harden, M 
Y Harrell 
Y Hatchett 
Y Hatfield 
Y Heard 

Y James 
Y Jasperse 
Y Jerguson 
Y Johnson 
Y Jones, J 
Y Jones, S 
Y Jordan 
Y Kaiser 
Y Kendrick 
Y Kidd 
Y Knight 
Y Lane 
Y Lindsey 
Y Long 
Y Maddox, B 
Y Maddox, G 
Y Manning 
Y Marin 
Y Martin 
Y Maxwell 
Y Mayo 

Y Pak 
Y Parent 
Y Parrish 
Y Parsons 
Y Peake 
Y Powell, A 
Y Powell, J 
Y Pruett 
Y Purcell 
Y Ramsey 
Y Randall 
Y Reece 
Y Rice 
Y Riley 
Y Roberts 
Y Rogers, C 
Y Rogers, T 
Y Rynders 
Y Scott, M 
Y Scott, S 
Y Setzler 

Y Tankersley 
Y Taylor, D 
Y Taylor, R 
Y Taylor, T 
Y Teasley 
Y Thomas 
    VACANT 
Y Waites 
Y Watson 
Y Welch 
Y Weldon 
Y Wilkerson 
Y Wilkinson 
Y Willard 
Y Williams, A 
Y Williams, C 
Y Williams, E 
Y Williams, R 
Y Williamson 
Y Yates 
    Ralston, Speaker 

   
 On the passage of the Bill, the ayes were 170, nays 0. 
 
 The Bill, having received the requisite constitutional majority, was passed. 
 
 Representative Hudson of the 124th stated that she had been called from the floor of 
the House during the preceding roll call.  She wished to be recorded as voting "aye" 
thereon. 
 
 Representative Channell of the 116th District, Chairman of the Committee on Ways 
and Means, submitted the following report: 
 
 Mr. Speaker: 
 
 Your Committee on Ways and Means has had under consideration the following Bill 
of the House and has instructed me to report the same back to the House with the 
following recommendation: 
 

HB 1027 Do Pass, by Substitute 
  
 Respectfully submitted, 
 /s/ Channell of the 116th 
 Chairman 
 
 Under the general order of business, established by the Committee on Rules, the 
following Bills of the House were taken up for consideration and read the third time: 
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HB 100. By Representatives Peake of the 137th, Williams of the 4th, Lindsey of the 
54th, Knight of the 126th, Abrams of the 84th and others: 

 
A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Titles 15, 9, 48, and 50 of the Official 
Code of Georgia Annotated, relating, respectively, to courts, civil practice, 
revenue and taxation, and state government, so as to create the Georgia Tax 
Court as a pilot project of limited duration under Article VI, Section I, 
Paragraph X of the Georgia Constitution; to provide for effective dates; to 
provide for applicability; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.  
 

 The following Committee substitute was read and adopted: 
 

A BILL TO BE ENTITLED 
AN ACT 

 
To amend Titles 48 and 50 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating, 
respectively, to revenue and taxation and state government, so as to create the Georgia 
Tax Tribunal as an independent and autonomous division within the Office of State 
Administrative Hearings operating under the sole direction of a chief tribunal judge; to 
repeal provisions relating to the Department of Revenue holding hearings when 
demanded by aggrieved taxpayers; to correct cross-references; to provide for a short title; 
to provide for legislative findings; to provide for the appointment, terms of office, 
designation, and removal of judges; to provide for the qualification, oath of office, and 
prohibition against other employment of judges; to provide for the principal office, 
locations, and facilities of the tax tribunal; to provide for the appointment of staff and 
expenditures of the tax tribunal; to provide for the jurisdiction of the tax tribunal; to 
provide for the commencement of cases, pleadings, and service of pleadings; to provide a 
stay of enforcement and collection action; to provide for filing and other fees; to provide 
procedures for hearings and decisions of the tax tribunal; to establish and provide the 
jurisdiction and procedures for a small claims division of the tax tribunal; to provide for 
appeals from tax tribunal decisions; to provide for representation in the tax tribunal; to 
provide for service; to authorize the tax tribunal to promulgate rules of practice and 
procedure and forms; to provide for powers, duties, and authority of the tax tribunal and 
the small claims division; to provide for procedures, conditions, and limitations; to 
provide for related matters; to provide for effective dates; to provide for dual 
applicability; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes. 
 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF GEORGIA: 
 

SECTION 1. 
Title 48 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to revenue and taxation, is 
amended by revising subsection (c) of Code Section 48-2-18, relating to State Board of 
Equalization, as follows: 
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"(c)  As chairman chairperson and chief administrative officer of the board, the 
commissioner shall furnish to the board all necessary records and files and in this 
capacity may compel the attendance of witnesses and the production of books and 
records or other documents as he the commissioner is empowered to do in the 
administration of the tax laws.  After final approval by the State Board of Equalization 
of the digest of proposed assessments made by the commissioner and after any 
adjustments by the board as authorized by this Code section are made, the 
commissioner shall notify within 30 days each taxpayer in writing of the proposed 
assessment of its property.  At the same time, the commissioner shall notify in writing 
the board of tax assessors of such county, as outlined in Code Section 48-5-511, of the 
total proposed assessment of the property located within the county of taxpayers who 
are required to return their property to the commission commissioner.  If any such 
taxpayer notifies the commissioner and the board of tax assessors in any such county of 
its intent to dispute a portion of the proposed assessment within 20 days after receipt of 
the notice, the county board of tax assessors shall include in the county digest only the 
undisputed amount of the assessment, and the taxpayer may challenge the 
commissioner's proposed assessment in an appeal filed in the Superior Court of Fulton 
County or with the Georgia Tax Tribunal in accordance with Chapter 13A of Title 50 
within 30 days of receipt of the notice.  In any such appeal to the superior court, the 
taxpayer shall have the right of discovery as provided in Chapter 11 of Title 9, the 
'Georgia Civil Practice Act.'  In any such appeal to the Georgia Tax Tribunal, discovery 
shall be as provided in Chapter 13A of Title 50, the 'Georgia Tax Tribunal Act of 2012.'  
Upon conclusion of the appeal, the taxpayer shall remit to the appropriate counties any 
additional taxes owed, with interest at the rate provided by law for judgments.  Such 
interest shall accrue from the date the taxes would have been due absent the appeal to 
the date the additional taxes are remitted." 

 
SECTION 2. 

Said title is further amended by revising paragraph (4) of subsection (c) of Code Section 
48-2-35, relating to refunds, as follows: 

"(4)  Any taxpayer whose claim for refund is denied by the commissioner or the 
commissioner's delegate or whose claim is not decided by the commissioner or the 
commissioner's delegate within one year from the date of filing the claim shall have 
the right to bring an action for a refund in the Georgia Tax Tribunal in accordance 
with Chapter 13A of Title 50 or in the superior court of the county of the residence of 
the taxpayer, except that: 

(A)  If the taxpayer is a public utility or a nonresident, the taxpayer shall have the 
right to bring an action for a refund in the Georgia Tax Tribunal in accordance with 
Chapter 13A of Title 50 or in the superior court of the county in which is located the 
taxpayer's principal place of doing business in this state or in which the taxpayer's 
chief or highest corporate officer or employee resident in this state maintains an 
office; or 
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(B)  If the taxpayer is a nonresident individual or foreign corporation having no 
place of doing business and no officer or employee resident and maintaining an 
office in this state, the taxpayer shall have the right to bring an action for a refund in 
the Georgia Tax Tribunal in accordance with Chapter 13A of Title 50 or in the 
Superior Court of Fulton County or in the superior court of the county in which the 
commissioner in office at the time the action is filed resides." 

 
SECTION 3. 

Said title is further amended by revising paragraph (3) of subsection (c) of Code Section 
48-2-36, relating to actions for which the commissioner may grant extensions of time, as 
follows: 

"(3)  Filing a petition with the superior court, the Georgia Tax Tribunal in accordance 
with Chapter 13A of Title 50, or the office of state administrative hearings as allowed 
under the laws of this state;" 

 
SECTION 4. 

Said title is further amended by revising subsection (a) of Code Section 48-2-50, relating 
to review of assessments, as follows: 

"(a)  The commissioner's assessments shall not be reviewed except by the procedure 
provided in this chapter or Chapter 13A of Title 50.  No trial court shall have 
jurisdiction of proceedings to question the assessments, except as provided in this 
chapter or Chapter 13A of Title 50." 

 
SECTION 5. 

Said title is further amended by revising Code Section 48-2-59, relating to appeals, 
payment of taxes admittedly owed, bonds, and costs, as follows: 

"48-2-59. 
(a)  Except with respect to claims for refunds, either party may appeal from any order, 
ruling, or finding of the commissioner to the Georgia Tax Tribunal in accordance with 
Chapter 13A of Title 50 or the superior court of the county of the residence of the 
taxpayer, except that: 

(1)  If the taxpayer is a public utility or nonresident, the appeal of either party shall be 
to the Georgia Tax Tribunal in accordance with Chapter 13A of Title 50 or the 
superior court of the county in which is located the taxpayer's principal place of doing 
business or in which the taxpayer's chief or highest corporate officer residing in this 
state maintains his such officer's office; or 
(2)  If the taxpayer is a nonresident individual or a foreign corporation having no 
place of doing business and no officer or employee residing and maintaining his such 
officer's office in this state, the taxpayer shall have the right to appeal to the Georgia 
Tax Tribunal in accordance with Chapter 13A of Title 50 or the Superior Court of 
Fulton County or to the superior court of the county in which the commissioner in 
office at the time the action is filed resides. 
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(b)  The appeal and necessary records shall be certified by the commissioner and shall 
be filed with the clerk of taxpayer shall commence an appeal by filing a petition with 
the Georgia Tax Tribunal in accordance with Chapter 13A of Title 50 or the superior 
court within 30 days from the date of decision by the commissioner.  The procedure 
provided by law for applying for and granting appeals from the probate court to the 
superior court shall apply as far as suitable to the appeal authorized by this Code 
section, except that the appeal authorized by this Code section may be filed within 30 
days from the date of decision by the commissioner. 
(c)  Before the superior court shall have jurisdiction to entertain an appeal filed by any 
aggrieved taxpayer, the taxpayer shall file with the clerk of the superior court a written 
statement whereby the taxpayer agrees to pay on the date or dates the taxes become due 
all taxes for which the taxpayer has admitted liability.  Additionally, the taxpayer shall 
file with the clerk of the superior court within 30 days from the date of decision by the 
commissioner, except where when the value of the appellant's title or interest in real 
property owned in this state is in excess of the amount of the tax in dispute, a surety 
bond or other security in an amount satisfactory to the clerk, conditioned to pay any tax 
over and above that for which the taxpayer has admitted liability and which is found to 
be due by a final judgment of the court, together with interest and costs.  It shall be 
ground for dismissal of the appeal if the taxpayer fails to pay all taxes admittedly owed 
upon the due date or dates as provided by law.  This subsection shall not apply to 
appeals filed with the Georgia Tax Tribunal as provided in Chapter 13A of Title 50. 

(d)(1)  If the final judgment of the court places upon the taxpayer any tax liability 
which has not already been paid and if the tax or any part of the tax has: 

(A)  Not become due on the date of the final judgment of the court, then the 
taxpayer shall pay the amount of the unpaid tax liability on the due date or dates as 
provided by law; or 
(B)  Already become due at the time of final judgment of the court, the taxpayer 
shall immediately pay the tax or as much of the tax as has already become due, with 
interest. 

(2)  In the event the final judgment of the court is adverse to the taxpayer, he the 
taxpayer shall pay the court costs regardless of whether the tax or any part of the tax 
has or has not become due at the time of the final judgment of the court. 
(3)  This subsection shall not apply to appeals filed with the Georgia Tax Tribunal as 
provided in Chapter 13A of Title 50." 

 
SECTION 6. 

Said title is further amended by revising Code Section 48-3-1, relating to tax executions, 
as follows: 

"48-3-1. 
The commissioner may issue an execution for the collection of any tax, fee, license, 
penalty, interest, or collection costs due the state.  The execution shall be directed to all 
and singular sheriffs of this state or to the commissioner or his the commissioner's 
authorized representatives and shall command them to levy upon the goods, chattels, 
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lands, and tenements of the taxpayer, provided that the commissioner may transmit 
such executions electronically.  Each sheriff shall execute the execution as in cases of 
writs of execution from the superior courts.  Whenever any writ of execution has been 
issued by the commissioner, the taxpayer, in order to obtain a determination of whether 
the tax is legally due, may tender to the levying officer his such taxpayer's affidavit of 
illegality to the execution and, upon his such taxpayer's payment of the tax if required 
as a condition precedent by the law levying the tax or upon his such taxpayer's giving a 
good and solvent bond in such an amount to cover the total of any adverse judgment 
plus costs where when the law does not require the payment of the tax as a condition 
precedent, the levying officer shall return the affidavit of illegality, except as otherwise 
provided by law, to the superior court of the county of the taxpayer's residence.  The 
affidavit of illegality shall be summarily heard and determined by the court.  Whenever 
any writ of execution has been issued by the commissioner for the collection of any tax, 
or any penalty, interest, or collection costs imposed with respect to any tax, the 
taxpayer may file a petition in the Georgia Tax Tribunal in accordance with Chapter 
13A of Title 50 to obtain a determination of whether any such amounts are legally due." 

 
SECTION 7. 

Said title is further amended by revising subsection (b) of Code Section 48-5-519, 
relating to property tax returns filed by railroad equipment companies, as follows: 

"(b)  The returns shall be made to the commissioner by the chief executive officer in 
charge of the cars in this state.  The final assessment of the property of railroad 
equipment companies shall be fixed in the same manner as the proposed assessments of 
property of public utilities under this article and Code Section 48-2-18, except that with 
respect to railroad equipment companies, such assessment shall be final rather than 
proposed.  By following the procedure set forth in subsection (c) of Code Section 48-2-
18 for appeals of proposed assessments of public utility property, any Any railroad 
equipment company may bring in the Superior Court of Fulton County or in the 
Georgia Tax Tribunal in accordance with Chapter 13A of Title 50 a de novo action of 
the final assessment so fixed." 

 
SECTION 8. 

Said title is further amended by revising subsection (b) of Code Section 48-6-7, relating 
to refunds of real estate transfer taxes, as follows: 

"(b)(1)  A taxpayer whose claim for a refund is denied by the commissioner or his the 
commissioner's delegate or with respect to whose claim no decision is rendered by the 
commissioner or his the commissioner's delegate within one year from the date of 
filing the claim shall have the right to bring an action for a refund in the superior court 
of the county where the disputed tax was originally collected or in the Georgia Tax 
Tribunal in accordance with Chapter 13A of Title 50.  The taxpayer shall bring the 
action for refund against the clerk of superior court of the county which collected the 
disputed tax.  The commissioner in his the commissioner's official capacity shall be 
made a party defendant to the action in order that the interests of the state may be 
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represented in the action.  The Attorney General shall represent both defendants in the 
action.  If it is determined in the action that an amount claimed by the taxpayer was 
erroneously or illegally collected, the taxpayer shall be entitled to judgment against 
the defendant clerk of the superior court in his the clerk's official capacity for the 
amount erroneously or illegally collected, without interest to the date of judgment. 
(2)  No action for refund shall be brought after the expiration of 60 days from the date 
of denial of the taxpayer's claim for refund by the commissioner. 
(3)  For the purposes of this Code section, a failure by the commissioner to grant or 
deny the taxpayer's claim for refund within the one-year period shall constitute a 
constructive denial of the claim." 

 
SECTION 9. 

Said title is further amended by revising paragraph (1) of subsection (e) of Code Section 
48-6-76, relating to refunds of intangible recording taxes, as follows:  

"(e)(1)  Any taxpayer whose claim for refund is denied entirely or in part by the 
commissioner or with respect to whose claim no decision is rendered by the 
commissioner within 30 days from the date of filing the claim shall have the right to 
bring an action for refund of the amount so claimed and not approved against the 
collecting officer or said officer's successor who collected the amount, in said officer's 
official capacity, in the superior court of the county whose official collected the 
amount or in the Georgia Tax Tribunal in accordance with Chapter 13A of Title 50." 

 
SECTION 10. 

Said title is further amended by revising subparagraph (d)(2)(C) of Code Section 48-7-31, 
relating to allocation and apportionment of corporate income, as follows: 

"(C)  If the allocation and apportionment provisions provided for in this paragraph 
do not fairly represent the extent of the taxpayer's business activity in this state, the 
taxpayer may petition the commissioner for, or the commissioner may by regulation 
require, with respect to all or any part of the taxpayer's business activity, if 
reasonable: 

(i)  Separate accounting; 
(ii)  The exclusion of any one or more of the factors; 
(iii)  The inclusion of one or more additional factors that will fairly represent the 
taxpayer's business activity within this state; or 
(iv)  The employment of any other method to effectuate an equitable allocation 
and apportionment of the taxpayer's income. 

The denial of a petition under this subparagraph shall be appealable pursuant to 
either Code Section 48-2-59 or 50-13-12.  Such an appeal shall be filed within 30 
days of the date of the commissioner's notice of denial;" 

 
SECTION 11. 

Said title is further amended by revising subsection (b) of Code Section 48-7-165, 
relating to hearing procedure and adjustments of incorrect debts, as follows: 
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"(b)  The hearing established by subsection (a) of this Code section shall be in lieu of a 
hearing before the department pursuant to Code Section 50-13-12; and the department 
shall not grant a hearing to determine the validity of the debt or the propriety of the 
setoff." 

 
SECTION 12. 

Title 50 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to state government, is 
amended by repealing Code Section 50-13-12, relating to Department of Revenue 
hearings for aggrieved taxpayers and election of remedies, and designating said Code 
section as reserved. 
 

SECTION 13. 
Said title is further amended by revising subsection (c) of Code Section 50-13-13, 
relating to hearings in contested cases, as follows: 

"(c)  Except in cases in which a hearing has been demanded under Code Section 50-13-
12, subsection Subsection (a) of this Code section and the other provisions of this 
chapter concerning contested cases shall not apply to any case arising in the 
administration of the revenue laws, which case is subject to a subsequent de novo trial 
of the law and the facts in the superior court or in the Georgia Tax Tribunal in 
accordance with Chapter 13A of this title." 

 
SECTION 14. 

Said title is further amended by adding a new subsection to Code Section 50-13-42, 
relating to applicability, to read as follows: 

"(c)  This article shall not apply with respect to any matter as to which an aggrieved 
party is permitted to file a petition with the Georgia Tax Tribunal in accordance with 
Chapter 13A of this title." 

 
SECTION 15. 

Said title is further amended by adding a new chapter to read as follows: 
 

"CHAPTER 13A 
 

50-13A-1. 
This chapter shall be known and may be cited as the 'Georgia Tax Tribunal Act of 
2012.' 

 
50-13A-2. 
The General Assembly finds that there is a need for an independent specialized agency 
separate and apart from the Department of Revenue to resolve disputes between the 
department and taxpayers in an efficient and cost-effective manner.  Such an agency 
would: 
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(1)  Improve the utilization of judicial resources by resolving tax cases in a more 
streamlined and efficient manner; 
(2)  Increase the uniformity of decision making in tax cases; 
(3)  Improve the equal access of all parties to court process; and 
(4)  Increase public confidence in the fairness of the state tax system. 

 
50-13A-3. 
Except where the context may otherwise clearly require, all terms used in this chapter 
shall have the meaning given such term by Code Section 48-1-2.  As used in this 
chapter, the term 'tribunal' means the Georgia Tax Tribunal established by Code Section 
50-13A-4 which shall be an independent and autonomous division within the Office of 
State Administrative Hearings operating under the sole direction of the chief tribunal 
judge. 

 
50-13A-4. 
(a)  There is created within the executive branch of government the Georgia Tax 
Tribunal.  The tribunal shall be assigned for administrative purposes only, as provided 
in Code Section 50-4-3, to the Department of Administrative Services and shall be 
funded through appropriations by the General Assembly to the Department of 
Administrative Services. 
(b)  The tribunal shall have a seal engraved with the words 'Georgia Tax Tribunal.'  The 
tribunal shall authenticate all of its orders, records, and proceedings with the seal, and 
the courts of this state shall take judicial notice of the seal. 

 
50-13A-5. 
(a)  The tribunal shall consist of at least one full-time administrative law judge.  If the 
tribunal has more than one judge, each shall exercise the powers of the tribunal in all 
matters, causes, or proceedings assigned to him or her. 
(b)  Initial tribunal judges shall be appointed by the Governor.  If, initially, the tribunal 
has only one judge, that individual shall be appointed for a term of four years and shall 
be the chief tribunal judge; provided, however, that if, initially, the tribunal has more 
than one judge, then one judge shall be appointed for an initial term of four years and 
one judge shall be appointed as chief tribunal judge for an initial term of six years to 
ensure that the judges' initial terms do not expire in the same year.  Once appointed, 
each initial tribunal judge shall continue in office until his or her term expires and a 
successor has been appointed and confirmed.  Initial tribunal judges may be 
reappointed for successive terms, provided that each successive term shall be for four 
years. 
(c)  After initial appointments are made pursuant to subsection (b) of this Code section, 
all appointments and reappointments of the chief tribunal judge and other tribunal 
judges shall be made by the Governor, with the consent of the Senate, for terms of four 
years.  Once appointed and confirmed, each such tribunal judge shall continue in office 
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until his or her term expires and a successor has been appointed and confirmed.  A 
tribunal judge may be reappointed for successive terms. 
(d)  Each tribunal judge shall receive an annual salary no less than that of the chief 
administrative law judge of the Office of State Administrative Hearings; provided, 
however, that the tribunal judge's total salary shall not be reduced during such judge's 
term of appointment. 
(e)  A vacancy in the tribunal occurring other than by expiration of term shall be filled 
for the unexpired term in the same manner as an original appointment. 
(f)  The executive of the tribunal shall be the chief tribunal judge who shall have sole 
charge of the administration of the tribunal, including, but not limited to, the 
preparation of a budget and matters involving employment and expenditures as set forth 
in Code Section 50-13A-8, and shall apportion among the judges all causes, matters, 
and proceedings coming before the tribunal. 
(g)  With the consent of the Senate, the Governor may remove a tribunal judge, after 
notice and an opportunity to be heard, for neglect of duty, inability to perform duties, 
malfeasance in office, or other good cause. 
(h)  Whenever the tribunal trial docket or business becomes congested or any tribunal 
judge is absent, is disqualified, or for any other reason is unable to perform his or her 
duties as tribunal judge, and it appears to the Governor that the services of an additional 
tribunal judge or judges should be provided, the Governor may, without obtaining the 
approval of the Senate, appoint a judge, or judges, pro tempore of the tribunal.  Any 
person appointed judge pro tempore of the tribunal shall have the qualifications set 
forth in subsections (a) and (b) of Code Section 50-13A-6 and shall serve for a period 
not to exceed 12 months. 
(i)  A tribunal judge may disqualify himself or herself on his or her own motion in any 
matter and may be disqualified for any cause listed in Code Section 15-1-8. 

 
50-13A-6. 
(a)  Each judge of the tribunal shall be a citizen of the United States and, during the 
period of service, a resident of this state.  No person shall be appointed as a tribunal 
judge unless at the time of appointment the individual is an attorney licensed to practice 
in this state and has practiced primarily in the area of tax law for at least eight years. 
(b)  Before entering upon the duties of office, each tribunal judge shall take and 
subscribe to an oath or affirmation that he or she shall faithfully discharge the duties of 
the office, and such oath shall be filed in the office of the Secretary of State. 
(c)  Each tribunal judge shall devote his or her full time during business hours to the 
duties of the tribunal.  A tribunal judge shall not engage in any other gainful 
employment or business that interferes with or is inconsistent with his or her duties as a 
judge and shall not hold another office or position of profit in a government of this 
state, any other state, or the United States. 
(d)  If a tribunal judge does not have a full docket of tax cases, the chief tribunal judge 
may, acting in his or her sole discretion, petition the chief administrative law judge of 
the Office of State Administrative Hearings to allow such tribunal judge to hear and 
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resolve nontax cases pending before the Office of State Administrative Hearings.  The 
chief tribunal judge, the chief administrative law judge of the Office of State 
Administrative Hearings, and the tribunal judge in question shall mutually agree upon 
the number and types of such cases, taking into account the particular judge's 
background and qualifications. 

 
50-13A-7. 
(a)  The tribunal's principal location shall be located in Fulton County, Georgia, and in 
a building that is separate and apart from any building in which the commissioner has 
an office. 
(b)  The tribunal may, but shall not be required to, conduct hearings at its principal 
location in Fulton County.  The tribunal may also hold hearings at any place within this 
state, with a view toward securing to taxpayers a reasonable opportunity to appear 
before the tribunal with as little inconvenience and expense as practicable.  When the 
tribunal holds hearings outside of its principal location, it shall do so in a place that is 
physically separate from facilities regularly occupied by the commissioner. 

 
50-13A-8. 
(a)  The chief tribunal judge shall appoint a clerk of the tribunal, a court reporter, and 
such other employees, including staff attorneys and clerical assistants, and make such 
other expenditures, including expenditures for library, publications, and equipment, as 
are reasonably necessary to permit the tribunal to execute its functions efficiently; 
provided, however, that the chief tribunal judge shall endeavor to utilize staff employed 
by the Office of State Administrative Hearings and shall consult with the chief state 
administrative law judge so as to best utilize staff positions to best serve both the 
tribunal and the Office of State Administrative Hearings. 
(b)  A tribunal court reporter shall be subject to the provisions of Code Sections 15-14-
20 through 15-14-36 as if appointed by a judge of a superior court, except when such 
provisions are in conflict with this chapter. 
(c)  No employee of the tribunal shall act as attorney, representative, or accountant for 
others in a matter involving any tax imposed or levied by this state or county or 
municipality of this state. 
(d)  In addition to contracting the services of the tribunal court reporter, the chief 
tribunal judge may contract the reporting of tribunal proceedings and, in the contract, 
fix the terms and conditions under which transcripts shall be supplied by the contractor 
to the tribunal and to other persons and agencies. 

 
50-13A-9. 
(a)  On and after January 1, 2013, any person may petition the tribunal for relief as set 
forth in Code Sections 48-2-18, 48-2-35, 48-2-59, 48-3-1, 48-5-519, 48-6-7, and 48-6-
76 and subparagraph (d)(2)(C) of Code Section 48-7-31.  The tribunal shall have 
jurisdiction over actions for declaratory judgment that fall within subsection (a) of Code 
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Section 50-13-10 and involve a rule of the commissioner that is applicable to taxes 
administered by the commissioner under Title 48. 
(b)  The tribunal shall have concurrent jurisdiction with the superior courts over those 
matters set forth in subsection (a) of this Code section. 
(c)  The tribunal shall not have jurisdiction to hear any matter arising under Title 3 or 
Title 40. 
(d)  No person shall be required as a condition either to initiating or maintaining an 
action before the tribunal to provide a surety bond or other security for any amounts 
that may be in dispute in such action.  Nothing contained in this chapter shall be 
construed to prohibit the commissioner from requiring a bond under those 
circumstances set forth in Code Section 48-2-51. 

 
50-13A-10. 
(a)  Actions may be commenced before the tribunal on and after January 1, 2013.  
Actions before the tribunal shall be commenced by filing a petition with the tribunal, 
naming the commissioner as respondent in his or her official capacity, within the time 
periods prescribed by Code Section 48-2-18, 48-2-35, 48-2-59, 48-6-7, or 48-6-76 or 
subparagraph (d)(2)(C) of Code Section 48-7-31, as the case may be, or as otherwise 
provided by law.  The petitioner shall serve a copy of the petition on the commissioner 
and the Attorney General and attach a certificate of service to the petition filed with the 
tribunal.  In the case of a refund action pursuant to Code Section 48-6-7 or 48-6-76, the 
petition also shall be served on the clerk of the superior court or collecting officer who 
is made a party to the action.  Service shall be accomplished by certified mail or 
statutory overnight delivery.  The petition shall include a summary statement of facts 
and law upon which the petitioner relies in seeking the requested relief. 
(b)  The commissioner and any other respondents shall file a response to petitioner's 
statement of facts and law which constitutes his or her answer with the tribunal no later 
than 30 days after the service of the petition.  The commissioner and any other 
respondents shall serve a copy of their response on the petitioner's representative or, if 
the petitioner is not represented, on the petitioner, and shall file a certificate of such 
service with the response.  If in any case a response has not been filed within the time 
required by this subsection, the case shall automatically become in default unless the 
time for filing the response has been extended by agreement of the parties, for a period 
not to exceed 30 days, or by the judge of the tribunal.  The default may be opened as a 
matter of right by the filing of a response within 15 days of the day of default and 
payment of costs.  At any time before final judgment, the judge of the tribunal, in his or 
her discretion, may allow the default to be opened for providential cause that prevented 
the filing of the response or for excusable neglect or when the tribunal judge, from all 
the facts, determines that a proper case has been made for the default to be opened on 
terms to be fixed by the tribunal judge. 
(c)  Pleadings and proceedings before the tribunal shall be subject to the amendment 
and supplementation provisions of Code Section 9-11-15. 
(d)  Code Section 50-13A-18 shall apply to service of pleadings and documents. 
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(e)  As soon as reasonably practicable, the tribunal judge shall schedule a prehearing 
conference to address discovery, scheduling, and other matters. 
(f)  The tribunal judge may remand a matter in dispute to the commissioner for further 
consideration upon motion by all parties to the proceeding, for good cause shown on 
the motion of any party, or sua sponte when the tribunal judge reasonably determines 
that circumstances warrant.  Any such remand shall not divest the tribunal of 
jurisdiction, and the tribunal judge's order shall provide that any party, upon appropriate 
advance notice to all other parties, shall be entitled to have such matter returned to the 
tribunal for resolution. 
(g)  Contested cases pending before the Office of State Administrative Hearings on and 
before December 31, 2012, and cases when the taxpayer made a written demand for a 
hearing pursuant to Code Section 50-13-12 before January 1, 2013, shall not be 
transferred to the tribunal.  If, on and after January 1, 2013, a written petition for relief 
or a demand for hearing is filed with the commissioner or by the affected party directly 
with the Office of State Administrative Hearings in a matter falling within the tribunal's 
jurisdiction under subsection (a) of Code Section 50-13A-9, such matter shall be 
transferred to the tribunal, and the remaining provisions of this chapter shall be 
applicable. 

 
50-13A-11. 
(a)  Except as provided for in Code Section 48-2-51, involving jeopardy assessments, 
the filing of a petition with the tribunal shall operate as a stay of any enforcement or 
collection action by the commissioner with respect to any tax, penalty, interest, or any 
collection costs that are disputed in the petition until the tribunal decision is finalized, 
including appeals to the superior court pursuant to Code Section 50-13A-17 or to any 
appellate court. 
(b)  Upon petition by the commissioner, and for good cause shown, the tribunal judge 
may lift the stay provided for in subsection (a) of this Code section. 

 
50-13A-12. 
(a)  Upon filing a petition, the petitioner shall pay to the clerk of the tribunal a fee as 
determined by the rules established by the tribunal. 
(b)  A similar fee shall be paid by other parties making an appearance in the 
proceeding, except that no fee shall be charged to a government body or government 
official appearing in a representative capacity. 
(c)  The chief tribunal judge may fix a fee, not in excess of the fees charged and 
collected by the clerks of the superior courts of this state, for compiling, or for 
preparing and compiling, a transcript of the record, or for copying any record, entry, or 
other paper and the compilation and certification thereof. 

 
50-13A-13. 
(a)  The provisions of Chapter 11 of Title 9, the 'Georgia Civil Practice Act,' governing 
discovery and depositions shall apply to proceedings before the tribunal; provided, 
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however, that the parties to a proceeding shall make every effort to conduct discovery 
by informal consultation or communication.  Upon motion of a party, the frequency or 
extent of formal discovery methods may be limited by the tribunal if it determines that 
the discovery is unduly burdensome or expensive when taking into account the amount 
in controversy, limitations on the parties' resources, and the importance of the issues at 
stake in the litigation. 
(b)  The chief tribunal judge shall, by rules and regulations or by order in a particular 
proceeding, prescribe the period during which any discovery shall be commenced and 
completed.  After the period for completing discovery has expired, or earlier as the 
parties may agree, the parties to a proceeding shall stipulate all relevant and 
nonprivileged matters to the fullest extent to which complete or qualified agreement can 
be reached or fairly should be reached.  Neither the existence nor the use of the 
discovery mechanisms authorized by this Code section shall excuse failure to comply 
with this provision. 

(c)(1)  A party shall disclose to other parties at a reasonable time prior to the hearing 
the identity of any person who may be called at trial to present expert testimony. 
(2)  Except as otherwise stipulated or directed by the tribunal judge, expert witness 
disclosure shall, with respect to a witness who is retained or specially employed to 
provide expert testimony in the case or whose duties as an employee of the party 
regularly involve giving expert testimony, be accompanied by a written report 
prepared and signed by the witness if one has been prepared or will be offered at the 
hearing. 

(d)  A judge or the clerk of the tribunal, on the request of any party to the proceeding, 
shall issue subpoenas requiring the attendance of witnesses and giving of testimony and 
subpoenas requiring the production of evidence or things. 
(e)  Any employee of the tribunal designated in writing for such purpose by a tribunal 
judge, or by the chief tribunal judge if more than one judge has been appointed, may 
administer oaths. 
(f)  Any witness who is subpoenaed or whose deposition is taken shall receive the same 
fees and mileage as a witness in a superior court of this state. 
(g)  In proceedings before the tribunal, if any party or an agent or employee of a party 
disobeys or resists any lawful order of process; neglects to produce, after having been 
ordered to do so, any pertinent book, paper, or document; refuses to appear after having 
been subpoenaed; upon appearing, refuses to take the oath or affirmation as a witness; 
or, after taking the oath or affirmation, refuses to testify, the tribunal judge shall have 
the same rights and powers given any other court under Chapter 11 of Title 9, the 
'Georgia Civil Practice Act.'  If any person or party refuses as specified in this 
subsection, the tribunal judge may certify the facts to the superior court of the county 
where the offense is committed for appropriate action, including a finding of contempt. 

 
50-13A-14. 
(a)  Trials in proceedings before the tribunal shall be de novo and without a jury.  
Hearings shall be open to the public, but on motion of any party, if such party shows 
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good cause to protect certain information from being disclosed to the public, the 
tribunal judge may issue a protective order or an order closing part or all of a hearing to 
the public. 
(b)  The tribunal shall take evidence, and the tribunal judges shall conduct hearings and 
issue final judgments and interlocutory orders. 
(c)  The tribunal judges shall apply the rules of evidence as applied in the trial of civil 
nonjury cases in the superior courts; provided, however, that for hearings conducted in 
the small claims division, the tribunal judge may, when necessary to ascertain facts not 
reasonably susceptible of proof under such rules, consider evidence not otherwise 
admissible thereunder if it is of a type commonly relied upon by reasonably prudent 
persons in the conduct of their affairs. 
(d)  Testimony before a tribunal judge shall be given only on oath or affirmation. 
(e)  The petition and other pleadings in the proceeding shall be deemed to conform to 
the proof presented at the hearing, unless a party satisfies the tribunal judge that 
presentation of the evidence would unfairly prejudice the party in maintaining its 
position on the merits or unless deeming the taxpayer's petition to conform to the proof 
would confer jurisdiction on the tribunal over a matter that would not otherwise come 
within the tribunal's jurisdiction. 
(f)  Except for hearings conducted in the small claims division of the tribunal as 
provided in Code Section 50-13A-16, all hearings before the tribunal shall be recorded 
by means acceptable for use in courts of this state. 

 
50-13A-15. 
(a)  Except with regard to proceedings in the small claims division of the tribunal 
pursuant to Code Section 50-13A-16, the tribunal judge shall render all final judgments 
and interlocutory orders in writing, as appropriate, including therein a concise statement 
of the facts found and the conclusions of law reached.  The tribunal judge's final 
judgment or interlocutory order shall, subject to law, grant such relief, invoke such 
remedies, and issue such orders as the tribunal judge deems appropriate to carry out its 
final judgment or interlocutory order. 
(b)  The chief tribunal judge shall adopt rules and regulations to address confidentiality 
of taxpayer information and proceedings before the tribunal. 
(c)  The tribunal judges shall adhere to the principle of stare decisis.  The tribunal 
judge's interpretation of a tax statute subject to contest in one case shall be followed by 
the tribunal in subsequent cases involving the same statute, and its application of a 
statute to the facts of one case shall be followed by tribunal judges in subsequent cases 
involving similar facts, unless the tribunal judge's interpretation or application conflicts 
with that of an appellate court or the tribunal judge provides satisfactory reasons for 
departing from prior precedent. 
(d)  Except as to a final judgment of the small claims division, all other final judgments 
of the tribunal shall be indexed and published in such print or electronic form as the 
chief tribunal judge deems best adapted for public convenience.  Such publications 
shall be made permanently available and constitute the official reports of the tribunal. 
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50-13A-16. 
(a)  There is hereby established a small claims division of the tribunal. 
(b)  Judges of the tribunal shall sit as the judges of the small claims division. 
(c)  Within 90 days of filing a petition pursuant to the Code Section 50-13A-9, a 
taxpayer may elect to have the small claims division have jurisdiction over any 
proceeding with respect to which the amount of tax and penalties in controversy, 
exclusive of interest, is less than a threshold amount determined by the rules of the 
tribunal.  A taxpayer may not revoke such election to proceed in the small claims 
division after this 90 day period.  For good cause, the tribunal judge may, on his or her 
own motion or on the motion of a party to the case, remove a case from the small 
claims division. 
(d)  In proceedings before the small claims division of the tribunal, accountants and 
other tax return preparers designated by the taxpayer shall be permitted to accompany 
and appear with the taxpayer in order to provide factual information regarding positions 
taken on tax returns prepared by such accountant or other tax return preparer.  An 
accountant or tax return preparer accompanying and appearing with a taxpayer for this 
purpose shall not be deemed to be acting as an advocate of the taxpayer or representing 
the taxpayer before the tribunal. 
(e)  At any time prior to entry of judgment, a taxpayer may dismiss a proceeding in the 
small claims division by notifying the clerk of the tribunal in writing.  Such dismissal 
shall be without prejudice. 
(f)  Hearings in the small claims division shall be conducted in a manner consistent 
with proceedings before magistrate courts, as specified in Article 3 of Chapter 10 of 
Title 15.  The tribunal judge may receive such evidence as the judge deems appropriate 
for determination of the case.  Testimony shall be given under oath or affirmation. 
(g)  A judgment of the small claims division shall be conclusive upon all parties and 
may not be appealed.  A judgment of the small claims division shall not be considered 
or cited as precedent in any other case, hearing, or proceeding. 

 
50-13A-17. 
(a)  As used in this Code section, the term 'reviewing court' means the Superior Court of 
Fulton County. 
(b)  Any party may appeal a final judgment of the tribunal, except for judgments of the 
small claims division, to the reviewing court.  Proceedings for judicial review shall be 
instituted by filing a petition with the reviewing court within 30 days after the service 
of the tribunal's final judgment or, if a rehearing is requested, within 30 days after the 
decision thereon.  Copies of the petition for judicial review shall be served upon the 
tribunal and all parties of record.  The petition shall state the nature of the petitioner's 
interest, the fact showing that the petitioner is aggrieved by the judgment, and the 
grounds as specified in subsection (g) of this Code section upon which the petitioner 
contends that the judgment should be reversed or modified.  The petition for judicial 
review may be amended by leave of the reviewing court. 
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(c)  Notwithstanding any provisions of law or tribunal rule with respect to motions for 
rehearing or reconsideration after a final tribunal judgment or interlocutory order, the 
filing of such a motion shall not be a prerequisite to the filing of any action for judicial 
review or relief; provided, however, that no objection to any order or judgment of the 
tribunal shall be considered by the reviewing court upon petition for review unless such 
objection has been heard by the tribunal. 
(d)  Within 30 days after the service of the petition for judicial review or within further 
time allowed by the reviewing court, the tribunal shall transmit to the reviewing court 
the original or a certified copy of the entire record of the proceeding under review.  By 
stipulation of all parties to the review proceedings, the record may be shortened.  A 
party unreasonably refusing to stipulate to limit the record may be taxed by the 
reviewing court for the additional costs.  The reviewing court may require or permit 
subsequent corrections or additions to the record. 
(e)  If, before the date set for hearing in the reviewing court, application is made to the 
reviewing court for leave to present additional evidence and it is shown to the 
satisfaction of the reviewing court that the additional evidence is material and there 
were good reasons for failure to present it in the proceedings before the tribunal, the 
reviewing court may order that the additional evidence be taken before the tribunal 
upon conditions determined by the reviewing court.  A tribunal judge may modify his 
or her findings and judgment by reason of the additional evidence and shall file that 
evidence and any modifications, new findings, or judgments with the reviewing court. 
(f)  The hearing or a petition for judicial review shall be conducted by the reviewing 
court without a jury and shall be confined to the record.  In cases of alleged 
irregularities in procedure before the tribunal not shown in the record, proof thereon 
may be taken in the reviewing court.  The reviewing court, upon request, shall hear oral 
argument and receive written briefs.  The reviewing court shall affirm, reverse, or 
modify the tribunal's judgment or remand the case for further proceedings within 90 
days of the filing of the last such written brief. 
(g)  The reviewing court shall not substitute its judgment for that of the tribunal's as to 
the weight of the evidence on questions of fact.  The reviewing court may affirm the 
tribunal's judgment or remand the case for further proceedings.  The reviewing court 
may reverse or modify the judgment if substantial rights of the petitioner have been 
prejudiced because the tribunal judge's findings, inferences, conclusions, or judgments 
are: 

(1)  In violation of constitutional or statutory provisions; 
(2)  In excess of the statutory authority of the tribunal; 
(3)  Made upon unlawful procedure; 
(4)  Affected by other error of law; 
(5)  Clearly erroneous in view of the reliable, probative, and substantial evidence on 
the whole record; or 
(6)  Arbitrary or capricious or characterized by abuse of discretion or clearly 
unwarranted exercise of discretion. 
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(h)  An aggrieved party may seek a review of any final judgment of the reviewing court 
by the Court of Appeals or the Supreme Court, as provided by law. 

 
50-13A-18. 
(a)  An initial petition shall be served by certified mail or statutory overnight delivery 
and any other pleading, motion, response, statement, or document permitted or required 
to be served shall be served by first-class mail or hand delivery. 
(b)  Any pleading, motion, response, statement, or document required by law, rule, or 
regulation to be received by or filed with the tribunal pursuant to the requirements of 
this chapter shall be deemed to be received by or filed with the tribunal on the earlier 
of: 

(1)  The date such pleading, motion, response, statement, or document is actually 
received by the tribunal; 
(2)  The official postmark date such pleading, motion, response, statement, or 
document was mailed, properly addressed with postage prepaid, by registered or 
certified mail; or 
(3)  The date on which such pleading, motion, response, statement, or document was 
delivered to a commercial delivery company for statutory overnight delivery as 
provided in Code Section 9-10-12 as evidenced by the receipt provided by the 
commercial delivery company. 

(c)  Mailing or delivery to the address of the taxpayer given on the taxpayer's petition or 
to the address of the taxpayer's representative of record, if any, or to the usual place of 
business of the commissioner, and, when applicable, of the clerk of superior court or 
collecting official who is made a party to the action shall constitute personal service on 
such party.  The chief tribunal judge may by rule prescribe that notice by other means 
shall constitute personal service and may in a particular case order that notice be given 
to additional persons or order that notice be given by other means. 

 
50-13A-19. 
The tribunal shall adopt rules of practice and procedure and adopt all reasonable rules 
and forms as may be necessary or appropriate to carry out the intent and purposes of 
this chapter. 

 
50-13A-20. 
(a)  For purposes of the language contained in the Code sections referenced in 
subsection (b) of this Code section, the term 'agency' shall include the tribunal. 
(b)  The following provisions of Article 1 of Chapter 13 of this title shall apply to the 
tribunal and its administration: 

(1)  Code Section 50-13-3, except for paragraph (4) of subsection (a); 
(2)  Code Section 50-13-4, except for paragraphs (3) and (4) of subsection (a) and 
subsections (b), (g), (h), and (i); 
(3)  Code Section 50-13-6, except for paragraph (2) of subsection (c); 
(4)  Code Section 50-13-7; 
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(5)  Code Section 50-13-8; and 
(6)  Code Section 50-13-10." 

 
SECTION 16. 

(a)  Except as provided in subsection (b) of this section, this section, Section 15, and 
Section 17 of this Act shall become effective on July 1, 2012, and shall be applicable to 
all proceedings commenced on or after January 1, 2013. 
(b)  Sections 1 through 14 of this Act shall become effective on January 1, 2013, 
provided that cases pending on January 1, 2013, shall continue to be governed by the law 
in effect on December 31, 2012, until the conclusion of the case. 
 

SECTION 17. 
All laws and parts of laws in conflict with this Act are repealed.   
 
 The report of the Committee, which was favorable to the passage of the Bill, by 
substitute, was agreed to. 
 
 On the passage of the Bill, by substitute, the roll call was ordered and the vote was as 
follows: 
 
Y Abdul-Salaam 
Y Abrams 
Y Allison 
Y Amerson 
Y Anderson 
Y Ashe 
Y Atwood 
Y Baker 
Y Battles 
Y Beasley-Teague 
Y Bell 
Y Benfield 
Y Benton 
Y Beverly 
Y Black 
Y Braddock 
Y Brockway 
Y Brooks 
E Bruce 
Y Bryant 
Y Buckner 
Y Burns 
    Byrd 
Y Carson 
Y Carter 
Y Casas 
Y Channell 
Y Cheokas 
Y Clark, J 
Y Clark, V 

Y Davis 
Y Dawkins-Haigler 
Y Dempsey 
Y Dickerson 
Y Dickey 
Y Dickson 
Y Dobbs 
Y Dollar 
    Drenner 
Y Dudgeon 
Y Dukes 
Y Dunahoo 
Y Dutton 
Y Ehrhart 
Y England 
Y Epps, C 
Y Epps, J 
E Evans 
Y Floyd 
Y Fludd 
Y Frazier 
Y Fullerton 
Y Gardner 
Y Geisinger 
Y Golick 
Y Gordon 
Y Greene 
Y Hamilton 
Y Hanner 
Y Harbin 

E Heckstall 
Y Hembree 
Y Henson 
Y Hightower 
Y Hill 
Y Holcomb 
Y Holmes 
Y Holt 
E Horne 
Y Houston 
Y Howard 
Y Hudson 
Y Hugley 
Y Jackson 
Y Jacobs 
Y James 
Y Jasperse 
Y Jerguson 
Y Johnson 
Y Jones, J 
Y Jones, S 
    Jordan 
Y Kaiser 
Y Kendrick 
Y Kidd 
Y Knight 
Y Lane 
Y Lindsey 
Y Long 
Y Maddox, B 

Y McBrayer 
Y McCall 
Y McKillip 
Y Meadows 
Y Mitchell 
Y Morgan 
Y Morris 
Y Mosby 
Y Murphy 
Y Neal, J 
Y Neal, Y 
Y Nimmer 
Y Nix 
Y Oliver 
Y O'Neal 
Y Pak 
Y Parent 
Y Parrish 
Y Parsons 
Y Peake 
Y Powell, A 
Y Powell, J 
Y Pruett 
Y Purcell 
Y Ramsey 
    Randall 
    Reece 
    Rice 
Y Riley 
Y Roberts 

Y Shaw 
E Sheldon  
Y Sims, B 
    Sims, C 
Y Smith, E 
    Smith, K 
Y Smith, L 
Y Smith, R 
Y Smith, T 
Y Smyre 
Y Spencer 
Y Stephens, M 
Y Stephens, R 
Y Stephenson 
Y Talton 
Y Tankersley 
Y Taylor, D 
Y Taylor, R 
Y Taylor, T 
Y Teasley 
Y Thomas 
    VACANT 
Y Waites 
Y Watson 
Y Welch 
Y Weldon 
Y Wilkerson 
Y Wilkinson 
Y Willard 
Y Williams, A 
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Y Coleman 
Y Collins 
Y Cooke 
Y Coomer 
Y Cooper 
Y Crawford 

Y Harden, B 
Y Harden, M 
Y Harrell 
Y Hatchett 
Y Hatfield 
Y Heard 

Y Maddox, G 
Y Manning 
Y Marin 
Y Martin 
Y Maxwell 
Y Mayo 

Y Rogers, C 
Y Rogers, T 
Y Rynders 
Y Scott, M 
Y Scott, S 
Y Setzler 

Y Williams, C 
Y Williams, E 
Y Williams, R 
Y Williamson 
Y Yates 
    Ralston, Speaker 

   
 On the passage of the Bill, by substitute, the ayes were 165, nays 0. 
 
 The Bill, having received the requisite constitutional majority, was passed, by 
substitute. 
 
HB 872. By Representatives Shaw of the 176th, Smith of the 131st, Brockway of the 

101st, Ramsey of the 72nd, Watson of the 163rd and others: 
 

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Article 14 of Chapter 1 of Title 10 of 
the O.C.G.A., relating to secondary metals recyclers, so as to provide for the 
comprehensive revision of provisions regarding secondary metals recyclers; 
to amend Code Section 40-3-36 of the O.C.G.A., relating to cancellation of 
certificate of title for scrap, dismantled, or demolished vehicles, salvage 
certificate of title, administrative enforcement, and removal of license plates, 
so as to revise certain provisions relating to the use of a form to transfer title 
to a motor vehicle to be sold or disposed of as scrap metal or parts, subject to 
a contingency; to provide for related matters; to provide an effective date; to 
repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.  
 

 The following Committee substitute was read: 
 

A BILL TO BE ENTITLED 
AN ACT 

 
To amend Article 14 of Chapter 1 of Title 10 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, 
relating to secondary metals recyclers, so as to provide for the comprehensive revision of 
provisions regarding secondary metals recyclers; to provide for definitions, procedures, 
conditions, and limitations relating to the buying of secondary metal property; to provide 
for powers, duties, and authority of sheriffs and other law enforcement officers; to 
provide for registration and fees; to provide for a state-wide data base; to provide for 
criminal offenses and penalties; to provide for forfeiture of certain property and 
procedure therefor; to amend Code Section 40-3-36 of the Official Code of Georgia 
Annotated, relating to cancellation of certificate of title for scrap, dismantled, or 
demolished vehicles, salvage certificate of title, administrative enforcement, and removal 
of license plates, so as to revise certain provisions relating to the use of a form to transfer 
title to a motor vehicle to be sold or disposed of as scrap metal or parts, subject to a 
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contingency; to provide for related matters; to provide an effective date; to repeal 
conflicting laws; and for other purposes. 
 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF GEORGIA: 
 

PART I 
SECTION 1-1. 

 
Article 14 of Chapter 1 of Title 10 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to 
secondary metals recyclers, is amended by revising Code Section 10-1-350, relating to 
definitions, as follows: 

"10-1-350. 
As used in this article, the term: 

(1)  'Aluminum property' means aluminum forms designed to shape concrete. 
(2)  'Copper property' means any copper wire, copper tubing, copper pipe, or any item 
composed completely of copper. 
(1)(3)  'Ferrous metals' means any metals containing significant quantities of iron or 
steel. 
(2)(4)  'Law enforcement officer' means any duly constituted peace officer of the State 
of Georgia or of any county, municipality, or political subdivision thereof. 
(3)(5)  'Nonferrous metals' means stainless steel beer kegs and metals not containing 
significant quantities of iron or steel, including, without limitation, copper, brass, 
aluminum, bronze, lead, zinc, nickel, and alloys thereof. 
(4)(6)  'Person' means an individual, partnership, corporation, joint venture, trust, 
association, and any other legal entity. 
(5)(7)  'Personal identification card' means a current and unexpired driver's license or 
identification card issued by the Department of Driver Services or a similar card 
issued by another state, a military identification card, or an appropriate work 
authorization issued by the U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services of the 
Department of Homeland Security, which shall contain the individual's name, address, 
and photograph. 
(6)(8)  'Purchase transaction' means a transaction in which a secondary metals 
recycler gives consideration in exchange for regulated metal property. 
(7)(9)  'Regulated metal property' means any catalytic converter or any item 
composed primarily of any ferrous metals, nonferrous metals, aluminum property, or 
copper property but shall not include aluminum beverage containers, used beverage 
containers, or similar beverage containers. 
(8)(10)  'Secondary metals recycler' means any person who is regularly engaged, from 
a fixed location or otherwise, in the business in this state of paying compensation for 
ferrous or nonferrous metals regulated metal property that have has served their its 
original economic purpose, whether or not engaged in the business of performing the 
manufacturing process by which ferrous metals or nonferrous metals are regulated 
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metal property is converted into raw material products consisting of prepared grades 
and having an existing or potential economic value." 

 
SECTION 1-2. 

Said article is further amended by adding a new Code section to read as follows: 
"10-1-350.1. 
(a)  As used in this Code section, the term 'coil' means any copper, aluminum, or 
aluminum-copper condensing coil or evaporation coil.  The term shall not include coil 
from a window air-conditioning system, if contained within the system itself, or coil 
from an automobile condenser. 
(b)  No secondary metals recycler shall purchase any coil unless it is purchased from: 

(1)  A contractor licensed pursuant to Chapter 14 of Title 43 who provides a copy of 
his or her valid license at the time of sale that is scanned or photocopied by the 
secondary metals recycler or whose scanned or photocopied license is on file with the 
secondary metals recycler; or 
(2)  A person with verifiable documentation, such as a receipt or work order, 
indicating that the coils are the result of a replacement of condenser coils or a heating 
or air-conditioning system performed by a contractor licensed pursuant to Chapter 14 
of Title 43. 

(c)  No secondary metals recycler shall purchase any copper wire which appears to have 
been exposed to heat, charred, or burned in an attempt to remove insulation surrounding 
it unless it is purchased from: 

(1)  A contractor licensed pursuant to Chapter 14 of Title 43 who provides a copy of 
his or her valid license at the time of sale that is scanned or photocopied by the 
secondary metals recycler or whose scanned or photocopied license is on file with the 
secondary metals recycler; or 
(2)  A person with a certified copy of a police report showing that such person's real 
property was involved in a fire." 

 
SECTION 1-3. 

Said article is further amended by revising Code Section 10-1-351, relating to record of 
transactions, as follows: 

"(a)  A secondary metals recycler shall maintain a legible record of all purchase 
transactions to which such secondary metals recycler is a party.  Such record shall 
include the following information: 

(1)  The name and address of the secondary metals recycler; 
(2)  The date of the transaction; 
(3)  The weight, quantity, or volume and a description of the type of regulated metal 
property purchased in a purchase transaction.  For purposes of this paragraph, the 
term 'type of regulated metal property' shall include a general physical description, 
such as wire, tubing, extrusions, or castings; 
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(4)  A digital photograph or photographs or a digital video image or images of the 
regulated metal property which shows the regulated metal property in a reasonably 
clear manner; 
(4)(5)  The amount of consideration given in a purchase transaction for the regulated 
metal property; 
(5)(6)  A signed statement from the person receiving consideration in the purchase 
transaction selling the regulated metal property stating that he or she is the rightful 
owner of the regulated metal property or is entitled to sell the regulated metal property 
being sold; 
(7)  A signed statement from the person selling the regulated metal property stating 
that he or she understands that: 'A secondary metals recycler is any person who is 
engaged in the business in this state of paying compensation for ferrous or nonferrous 
metals that have served their original economic purpose, whether or not engaged in 
the business of performing the manufacturing process by which ferrous metals or 
nonferrous metals are converted into raw material products consisting of prepared 
grades and having an existing or potential economic value.  No ferrous metals, 
nonferrous metals, aluminum property, copper property, or catalytic converters 
(aluminum beverage containers, used beverage containers, or similar beverage 
containers are exempt), may be sold to a secondary metals recycler unless such 
secondary metals recycler has registered pursuant to Article 14 of Chapter 1 of Title 
10 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated'; 
(6)(8)  A photocopy scanned or photocopied copy of a valid personal identification 
card of the person delivering selling the regulated metal property to the secondary 
metals recycler; 
(7)(9)  A scanned or photocopied copy of a valid The distinctive number from, and 
type of, the personal identification card of the person delivering the regulated metal 
property to the secondary metals recycler; and 
(8)(10)  The vehicle license tag number or vehicle identification number, state of 
issue, and the type of vehicle, if available, used to deliver the regulated metal property 
to the secondary metals recycler.  For purposes of this paragraph, the term 'type of 
vehicle' shall mean an automobile, pickup truck, van, or truck. 

(b)  A secondary metals recycler shall maintain or cause to be maintained the 
information required by subsection (a) of this Code section for not less than two years 
from the date of the purchase transaction.  In addition, all of the information required 
by subsection (a) of this Code section, except for the amount of consideration given in a 
purchase transaction for the regulated metal property specified in paragraph (5) of 
subsection (a) of this Code section, shall be provided to the sheriff of the county from 
which the secondary metals recycler has registered under Code Section 10-1-359.  The 
sheriff shall place or cause to be placed such information in a state-wide electronic data 
base that shall be accessible and searchable by all law enforcement officers in this state. 
(c)  When the metal being purchased is a motor vehicle, the person offering to sell the 
motor vehicle to a secondary metals recycler shall either provide the title to such motor 
vehicle or fully execute a cancellation of certificate of title for scrap vehicles statement 
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on a form as promulgated by the Department of Revenue, Motor Vehicle Division, 
designated as MV-1SP, in accordance with Code Section 40-3-36.  The secondary 
metals recycler shall forward the title or MV-1SP form to the Department of Revenue 
within 72 hours of receipt of the title or form." 
 

SECTION 1-4. 
Said article is further amended by revising Code Section 10-1-352, relating to inspections 
by enforcement officers, as follows: 

"10-1-352. 
During the usual and customary business hours of a secondary metals recycler, a law 
enforcement officer shall, after properly identifying himself or herself as a law 
enforcement officer, have the right to inspect: 

(1)  Any and all purchased regulated metal property in the possession of the secondary 
metals recycler; and 
(2)  Any and all records required to be maintained under Code Section 10-1-351." 

 
SECTION 1-5. 

Said article is further amended by revising Code Section 10-1-352.1, relating to payment 
by recyclers for copper property, catalytic converters, or aluminum property, as follows: 

"10-1-352.1. 
(a)  A secondary metals recycler shall pay only by check or electronic funds transfer for 
regulated metal property.  Any such check or electronic funds transfer shall be payable 
only to the person who was recorded as the seller of the regulated metal property to the 
secondary metals recycler and must be mailed or electronically transferred using the 
address indicated on the personal identification card of the seller presented at the time 
of such sale.  A secondary metals recycler, or any affiliate thereof, shall be prohibited 
from the redemption or cashing of such check and shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and 
subject to a fine of not less than $1,000.00.  As used in this Code section, the terms: 

(1)  'Aluminum property' means aluminum forms designed to shape concrete. 
(2)  'Copper property' means any copper wire, copper tubing, copper pipe, or any item 
composed completely of copper. 

(b)  A secondary metals recycler may pay by check or by cash for any copper property, 
catalytic converter, or aluminum property as follows: 

(1)  Cash payments shall occur no earlier than 24 hours after the copper property, 
catalytic converter, or aluminum property is provided to the secondary metals 
recycler; and 
(2)  Checks shall be payable only to the person named who was recorded as delivering 
the copper property, catalytic converter, or aluminum property to the secondary 
metals recycler; provided, however, that if such person is delivering the copper 
property, catalytic converter, or aluminum property on behalf of a governmental 
entity or a nonprofit or for profit business, the check may be payable to such business 
or entity and may also be transmitted to such business or entity. 
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(c)(b)  The provisions of this Code section shall not apply to any transaction between 
business entities." 

 
SECTION 1-6. 

Said article is further amended by revising Code Section 10-1-355, relating to purchases 
of regulated metal property exempted from application of Article 7, as follows: 

"10-1-355. 
(a)  This article shall not apply to purchases of regulated metal property from: 

(1)  Organizations, corporations, or associations registered with the state as charitable, 
philanthropic, religious, fraternal, civic, patriotic, social, or school-sponsored 
organizations or associations or from any nonprofit corporations or associations; 
(2)  A law enforcement officer acting in an official capacity; 
(3)  A trustee in bankruptcy, executor, administrator, or receiver who has presented 
proof of such status to the secondary metals recycler; 
(4)  Any public official acting under judicial process or authority who has presented 
proof of such status to the secondary metals recycler; 
(5)  A sale on the execution, or by virtue, of any process issued by a court if proof 
thereof has been presented to the secondary metals recycler; or 
(6)  A manufacturing, industrial, or other commercial vendor that generates or sells 
regulated metal property in the ordinary course of its business. 

(b)  This article shall not apply to the purchase of any battery." 
 

SECTION 1-7. 
Said article is further amended by revising Code Section 10-1-357, relating to penalties 
for violations, to read as follows: 

"10-1-357. 
(a)  Any person selling regulated metal property to a secondary metals recycler in 
violation of any provision of this article shall be guilty of a misdemeanor unless the 
value of the regulated metals metal property, in its original and undamaged condition, 
in addition to any costs which are, or would be, incurred in repairing or in the attempt 
to recover any property damaged in the theft or removal of such regulated metal 
property, is in an aggregate amount which exceeds $500.00, in which case such person 
shall be guilty of a felony and, upon conviction, shall be punished by a fine of not more 
than $5,000.00 or by imprisonment for not less than one nor more than five years, or 
both. 
(b)  Any secondary metals recycler knowingly and intentionally engaging in any 
practice which constitutes a violation of this article shall be guilty of a misdemeanor 
unless the value of the regulated metals metal property, in its original and undamaged 
condition, in addition to any costs which are, or would be, incurred in repairing or in 
the attempt to recover any property damaged in the theft or removal of such regulated 
metal property, is in an aggregate amount which exceeds $500.00, in which case such 
secondary metals recycler shall be guilty of a felony and, upon conviction, shall be 
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punished by a fine of not more than $5,000.00 or by imprisonment for not less than one 
nor more than five years, or both. 
(c)  Any person who buys or sells regulated metal property in violation of any provision 
of this article shall be liable in a civil action to any person who was the victim of a 
crime involving such regulated metal property for the full value of the regulated metal 
property and any repairs and related expense necessitated by the crime, plus court costs 
and reasonable attorney's fees. 
(d)  The penalties of this Code section apply to this article, except as provided for in 
Code Sections 10-1-352.1 and 10-1-359." 

 
SECTION 1-8. 

Said article is further amended by adding a new Code section to read as follows: 
"10-1-357.1. 
(a)  As used in this subsection, the term: 

(1)  'Crime' means: 
(A)  Theft by taking in violation of Code Section 16-8-2, theft by conversion in 
violation of Code Section 16-8-4, or theft by receiving stolen property in violation 
of Code Section 16-8-7 if the subject of the theft was regulated metal property; 
(B)  Criminal damage to property in the first degree in violation of paragraph (2) of 
subsection (a) of Code Section 16-7-22; or 
(C)  A criminal violation of this article. 

(2)  'Proceeds' shall have the same meanings as set forth in Code Section 16-13-49. 
(3)  'Property' shall have the same meaning as set forth in Code Section 16-13-49. 

(b)  The following are declared to be contraband, and no person shall have a property 
right in them: 

(1)  Any property which is, directly or indirectly, used or intended for use in any 
manner to facilitate a crime and any proceeds derived or realized therefrom; and 
(2)  Any weapon possessed, used, or available for use in any manner to facilitate a 
crime. 

(c)  Any property subject to forfeiture pursuant to subsection (b) of this subsection 
Code section shall be forfeited in accordance with the procedures set forth Code 
Section 16-13-49." 

 
SECTION 1-9. 

Said article is further amended by revising Code Section 10-1-358, relating to the 
superseding nature of Article 7, as follows: 

"10-1-358. 
(a)  The General Assembly finds that this article is a matter of state-wide concern.  This 
article supersedes and preempts all rules, regulations, codes, ordinances, and other laws 
adopted by any county, municipality, consolidated government, or other local 
governmental agency regarding the sale or purchase of regulated metal property except 
as allowed in this Code section. 
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(b)  Political subdivisions of this state may enact rules, regulations, codes, ordinances, 
and other laws: 

(1)  Affecting the land use and zoning relating to secondary metal recyclers; and 
(2)  Issuing occupational tax certificates to secondary metals recyclers, imposing 
occupational taxes, imposing regulatory fees as allowed in Code Section 48-13-9, 
revoking their occupational tax certificates." 

 
SECTION 1-10. 

Said article is further amended by adding a new Code section to read as follows: 
"10-1-359. 
(a)  It shall be unlawful for any secondary metals recycler to purchase regulated metal 
property in any amount without such proper registration to purchase regulated metal 
property pursuant to this Code section. 
(b)  Each secondary metals recycler shall register with the sheriff of each county in 
which such secondary metals recycler's business is located in order to purchase 
regulated metal property.  The sheriff shall register the secondary metals recycler if the 
secondary metals recycler has a business located in the sheriff's county and declares on 
a form provided by the sheriff that he or she is informed of and will comply with the 
provisions of this article.  The forms and information for such registration shall be 
promulgated by the Secretary of State.  The sheriff shall keep a record of each 
registration pursuant to this subsection containing, at a minimum, the date of such 
registration and the name and address of the registrant.  Such records shall be entered 
into an electronic data base accessible statewide.  Such data base shall be established 
through coordination with the Secretary of State and shall be searchable by all law 
enforcement officers in this state.  The sheriff shall be authorized to assess a reasonable 
registration fee not to exceed $200.00 annually upon each registration for the purpose 
of establishing and maintaining the data base.  Each registration shall be valid for a 
calendar year and shall be renewed no later than January 1 of each year. 
(c)  Any person convicted of violating this Code section shall be guilty of a 
misdemeanor of a high and aggravated nature.  Each violation shall constitute a 
separate offense." 

 
SECTION 1-11. 

Code Section 40-3-36 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to cancellation 
of certificate of title for scrap, dismantled, or demolished vehicles, salvage certificate of 
title, administrative enforcement, and removal of license plates, is amended by revising 
paragraphs (2) and (3) of subsection (a) as follows: 

"(2)  Notwithstanding any other provision of this article to the contrary, if the owner 
or authorized agent of the owner has not obtained a title in his or her name for the 
vehicle to be transferred, or has lost the title for the vehicle to be transferred, he or she 
may sign a statement swearing that, in addition to the foregoing conditions, the 
vehicle is worth $850.00 or less and is at least 12 model years old.  The statement 
described in this paragraph may be used only to transfer such a vehicle to a secondary 
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metals recycler under Code Section 10-1-351, a licensed used motor vehicle parts 
dealer under Code Section 43-47-7, or a licensed scrap metal processor under Code 
Section 43-43-1.  The department shall promulgate a form for the statement which 
shall include, but not be limited to: 

(A)  A statement that the vehicle shall never be titled again; it must be dismantled or 
scrapped; 
(B)  A description of the vehicle including the year, make, model, vehicle 
identification number, and color; 
(C)  The name, address, and driver's license number of the owner; 
(D)  A certification that the owner: 

(i)  Never obtained a title to the vehicle in his or her name; or 
(ii)  Was issued a title for the vehicle, but the title was lost or stolen; 

(E)  A certification that the vehicle: 
(i)  Is worth $850.00 or less; 
(ii)  Is at least 12 model years old; and 
(iii)  Is not subject to any secured interest or lien; 

(F)  An acknowledgment that the owner realizes this form will be filed with the 
department and that it is a felony, punishable by imprisonment for not fewer than 
one nor more than three years or a fine of not less than $1,000.00 nor more than 
$5,000.00, or both, to knowingly falsify any information on this statement; 
(G)  The owner's signature and the date of the transaction; 
(H)  The name, address, and National Motor Vehicle Title Information System 
identification number of the business acquiring the vehicle; 
(I)  A certification by the business that $850.00 or less was paid to acquire the 
vehicle; and 
(J)  A certification that the business has verified by an on-line method determined 
by the commissioner that the vehicle is not currently subject to any secured interest 
or lien; provided, however, that such certification shall not be required until such an 
on-line method has been established and is available; and 
(J)(K)  The business agent's signature and date along with a printed name and title if 
the agent is signing on behalf of a corporation. 

(3)  The secondary metals recycler, used motor vehicle parts dealer, or scrap metal 
processor shall mail or otherwise deliver the statement required under paragraph (2) 
of this subsection to the department within 72 hours of the completion of the 
transaction, requesting that the department cancel the Georgia certificate of title and 
registration." 

 
SECTION 1-12. 

Said Code section is further amended by adding a new subsection to read as follows: 
"(j)  The provisions of this Code section shall apply to a trailer or semitrailer except 
that, if the owner or authorized agent of the owner has not obtained a title in his or her 
name for the trailer or semitrailer to be transferred, or has lost the title for the vehicle to 
be transferred, he or she may sign a statement swearing that, in addition to the 
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foregoing conditions, the vehicle is worth $1,700.00 or less and is at least 12 model 
years old." 

 
SECTION 1-13. 

Code Section 40-3-56 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to satisfaction 
of security interests and liens, is amended by revising paragraph (1) of subsection (a) and 
subsection (c) as follows: 

"(a)(1)  If any security interest or lien listed on a certificate of title is satisfied, the 
holder thereof shall, within ten days after demand, execute a release in the form the 
commissioner prescribes and mail or deliver the release to the commissioner and the 
owner, provided that as an alternative to a handwritten signature, the commissioner 
may authorize use of a digital signature as long as appropriate security measures are 
implemented which assure security and verification of the digital signature process, in 
accordance with regulations promulgated by the commissioner.  For the purposes of 
the release of a security interest or lien the 'holder' of the lien or security interest is the 
parent bank or other lending institution and any branch or office of the parent 
institution may execute such release." 

"(c)  Except for liens and security interests listed on certificates of title for mobile 
homes, cranes, or vehicles which weigh more than 10,000 pounds gross vehicle weight, 
which shall be satisfied only in conformity with subsections (a) and (b) of this Code 
section, any lien or security interest for a vehicle which is 11 model years old or less 
shall be considered satisfied and release shall not be required after ten years from the 
date of issuance of a title on which such lien or security interest is listed.  For a vehicle 
which is 12 model years old and greater, any lien or security interest shall be considered 
satisfied and a release shall not be required after four years from the date of issuance of 
a title on which such lien or security interest is listed.  None of the provisions of this 
Code section shall preclude the perfection of a new lien or security agreement, or the 
perfection of an extension of a lien or security agreement beyond a period of ten years 
for a vehicle which is 11 model years old or less or beyond a period of more than four 
years for a vehicle which is 12 model years old or greater, by application for a new 
certificate of title on which such lien or security agreement is listed.  In order to provide 
for the continuous perfection of a lien or security interest originally entered into for a 
period of more than ten years for a vehicle which is 11 model years old or less or more 
than four years for a vehicle which is 12 model years old and greater, other than a 
mobile home, crane, or vehicle which weighs more than 10,000 pounds gross vehicle 
weight, an application for a second title on which the lien or security interest is listed 
must be submitted to the commissioner or the commissioner's duly authorized tag agent 
before ten years from the date of the original title on which such lien or security interest 
is listed.  Otherwise the lien or security interest shall be perfected as of the date of 
receipt of the application by the commissioner or the commissioner's duly authorized 
county tag agent." 
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PART II 
SECTION 2-1. 

 
Code Section 40-3-36 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, as amended by Section 
21(b) of Ga. L. 2011, p. 355, relating to cancellation of certificate of title for scrap, 
dismantled, or demolished vehicles, salvage certificate of title, administrative 
enforcement, and removal of license plates, is amended by revising paragraphs (2) and 
(3) of subsection (a) as follows: 

"(2)  Notwithstanding any other provision of this article to the contrary, if the owner 
or authorized agent of the owner has not obtained a title in his or her name for the 
vehicle to be transferred, or has lost the title for the vehicle to be transferred, he or she 
may sign a statement swearing that, in addition to the foregoing conditions, the 
vehicle is worth $850.00 or less and is at least 12 model years old.  The statement 
described in this paragraph may be used only to transfer such a vehicle to a licensed 
used motor vehicle parts dealer under Code Section 43-47-7 or scrap metal processor 
under Code Section 43-43-1.  The department shall promulgate a form for the 
statement which shall include, but not be limited to: 

(A)  A statement that the vehicle shall never be titled again; it must be dismantled or 
scrapped; 
(B)  A description of the vehicle including the year, make, model, vehicle 
identification number, and color; 
(C)  The name, address, and driver's license number of the owner; 
(D)  A certification that the owner: 

(i)  Never obtained a title to the vehicle in his or her name; or 
(ii)  Was issued a title for the vehicle, but the title was lost or stolen; 

(E)  A certification that the vehicle: 
(i)  Is worth $850.00 or less; 
(ii)  Is at least 12 model years old; and 
(iii)  Is not subject to any secured interest or lien; 

(F)  An acknowledgment that the owner realizes this form will be filed with the 
department and that it is a felony, punishable by imprisonment for not fewer than 
one nor more than three years or a fine of not less than $1,000.00 nor more than 
$5,000.00, or both, to knowingly falsify any information on this statement; 
(G)  The owner's signature and the date of the transaction; 
(H)  The name, address, and National Motor Vehicle Title Information System 
identification number of the business acquiring the vehicle; 
(I)  A certification by the business that $850.00 or less was paid to acquire the 
vehicle; and 
(J)  A certification that the business has verified by an on-line method determined 
by the commissioner that the vehicle is not currently subject to any secured interest 
or lien; provided, however, that such certification shall not be required until such an 
on-line method has been established and is available; and 
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(K)  The business agent's signature and date along with a printed name and title if 
the agent is signing on behalf of a corporation. 
(3)(A)  The secondary metals recycler, used motor vehicle parts dealer, or scrap 
metal processor shall mail or otherwise deliver the statement required under 
paragraph (2) of this subsection to the department within 72 hours of the completion 
of the transaction, requesting that the department cancel the Georgia certificate of 
title and registration. 
(B)  Notwithstanding the requirement to mail or otherwise deliver the statement 
required under paragraph (2) of this subsection to the department, the department 
shall provide a mechanism for the receipt of the information required to be obtained 
in the statement by electronic means, at no cost to the secondary metals recycler, 
used motor vehicle parts dealer, or scrap metal processor, in lieu of the physical 
delivery of the statement, in which case the secondary metals recycler, used motor 
vehicle parts dealer, or scrap metal processor shall maintain the original statement 
for a period of not less than two years. 
(C)  Within 48 hours of each day's close of business, the secondary metals recycler, 
used motor vehicle parts dealer, or scrap metal processor who purchases or receives 
motor vehicles for scrap or for parts shall deliver in a format approved by the 
department, either by facsimile or by other electronic means to be made available by 
the department by January 1, 2012, a list of all such vehicles purchased that day for 
scrap or for parts.  That list shall contain the following information: 

(i)  The name, address, and contact information for the reporting entity; 
(ii)  The vehicle identification numbers of such vehicles; 
(iii)  The dates such vehicles were obtained; 
(iv)  The names of the individuals or entities from whom the vehicles were 
obtained, for use by law enforcement personnel and appropriate governmental 
agencies only; 
(v)  A statement of whether the vehicles were, or will be, crushed or disposed of, 
or offered for sale or other purposes; 
(vi)  A statement of whether the vehicle is intended for export out of the United 
States; and 
(vii)  The National Motor Vehicle Title Information System identification number 
of the business acquiring the vehicle. 

There shall be no charge to either a secondary metals recycler, used motor vehicle 
parts dealer, or scrap metal processor associated with providing this information to 
the department. 
(D)  For purposes of this subsection, the term 'motor vehicle' shall not include a 
vehicle which has been crushed or flattened by mechanical means such that it is no 
longer the motor vehicle as described by the certificate of title, or such that the 
vehicle identification number is no longer visible or accessible, in which case the 
purchasing or receiving secondary metals recycler, used motor vehicle parts dealer, 
or scrap metal processor shall verify that the seller has reported the vehicles in 
accordance with this subsection.  Such verification may be in the form of a 
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certification from the seller or contract between the seller and the purchasing or 
receiving secondary metals recycler, used motor vehicle parts dealer, or scrap metal 
processor which clearly identifies the seller by a government issued photograph 
identification card, or employer identification number, and shall be maintained for a 
period of not less than two years. 
(E)  The information obtained by the department in accordance with this subsection 
shall be reported to the National Motor Vehicle Title Information System, in a 
format which will satisfy the requirement for reporting this information, in 
accordance with rules adopted by the United States Department of Justice in 28 
C.F.R. 25.56. 
(F)  The information obtained by the department in accordance with this subsection 
shall be made available only to law enforcement agencies, and for purposes of 
canceling certificates of title, and shall otherwise be considered to be confidential 
business information of the respective reporting entities. 
(G)  All records required under the provisions of this Code section shall be 
maintained for a period of two years by the reporting entity and shall include a 
scanned or photocopied copy of the seller's or seller's representative's driver's 
license or state issued identification card." 

 
PART III 

SECTION 3-1. 
 
(a)  Except as provided in subsection (b) of this section, this Act shall become effective 
July 1, 2012, and shall apply to all offenses committed on or after such date. 
(b)  Part II of this Act shall become effective only when funds are specifically 
appropriated for purposes of such part in a General Appropriations Act making specific 
reference to this Act and shall become effective when funds so appropriated become 
available for expenditure. 
 

SECTION 3-2. 
All laws and parts of laws in conflict with this Act are repealed.   
 
 Pursuant to Rule 133, Representative Harrell of the 106th was excused from voting on 
HB 872. 
 
 The following amendment was read: 
 
Representatives Shaw of the 176th and Smith of the 131st offer the following 
amendment: 
 
Amend the committee substitute to HB 872 (LC 29 5225S) by deleting lines 35 through 37 
and inserting in lieu thereof the following: 
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by another state, a military identification card, or an appropriate a current work 
authorization issued by the U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services of the Department 
of Homeland Security federal government, which shall contain the individual's name, 
address, and photograph. 
 
By deleting on line 151 after "recycler" the following: 
and must be mailed or electronically transferred using the address indicated on the 
personal identification card of the seller presented at the time of such sale 
 
 On the adoption of the amendment, the roll call was ordered and the vote was as 
follows: 
 
Y Abdul-Salaam 
Y Abrams 
Y Allison 
Y Amerson 
N Anderson 
N Ashe 
Y Atwood 
Y Baker 
N Battles 
N Beasley-Teague 
Y Bell 
Y Benfield 
N Benton 
Y Beverly 
N Black 
N Braddock 
Y Brockway 
Y Brooks 
E Bruce 
Y Bryant 
Y Buckner 
N Burns 
Y Byrd 
Y Carson 
N Carter 
Y Casas 
N Channell 
N Cheokas 
Y Clark, J 
Y Clark, V 
Y Coleman 
Y Collins 
Y Cooke 
Y Coomer 
Y Cooper 
N Crawford 

Y Davis 
N Dawkins-Haigler 
Y Dempsey 
Y Dickerson 
Y Dickey 
Y Dickson 
N Dobbs 
N Dollar 
Y Drenner 
Y Dudgeon 
N Dukes 
Y Dunahoo 
Y Dutton 
Y Ehrhart 
N England 
N Epps, C 
Y Epps, J 
E Evans 
Y Floyd 
Y Fludd 
N Frazier 
Y Fullerton 
Y Gardner 
Y Geisinger 
Y Golick 
N Gordon 
N Greene 
Y Hamilton 
N Hanner 
N Harbin 
N Harden, B 
Y Harden, M 
    Harrell 
N Hatchett 
Y Hatfield 
Y Heard 

E Heckstall 
Y Hembree 
Y Henson 
Y Hightower 
Y Hill 
Y Holcomb 
Y Holmes 
Y Holt 
Y Horne 
Y Houston 
N Howard 
N Hudson 
Y Hugley 
Y Jackson 
Y Jacobs 
Y James 
Y Jasperse 
Y Jerguson 
Y Johnson 
N Jones, J 
Y Jones, S 
N Jordan 
Y Kaiser 
Y Kendrick 
Y Kidd 
N Knight 
Y Lane 
Y Lindsey 
Y Long 
Y Maddox, B 
Y Maddox, G 
Y Manning 
Y Marin 
N Martin 
N Maxwell 
N Mayo 

N McBrayer 
N McCall 
N McKillip 
Y Meadows 
Y Mitchell 
Y Morgan 
Y Morris 
Y Mosby 
Y Murphy 
N Neal, J 
Y Neal, Y 
Y Nimmer 
Y Nix 
N Oliver 
Y O'Neal 
N Pak 
Y Parent 
Y Parrish 
Y Parsons 
Y Peake 
N Powell, A 
Y Powell, J 
Y Pruett 
N Purcell 
Y Ramsey 
Y Randall 
    Reece 
Y Rice 
Y Riley 
Y Roberts 
N Rogers, C 
Y Rogers, T 
Y Rynders 
N Scott, M 
N Scott, S 
N Setzler 

Y Shaw 
E Sheldon  
Y Sims, B 
N Sims, C 
Y Smith, E 
Y Smith, K 
Y Smith, L 
Y Smith, R 
Y Smith, T 
Y Smyre 
Y Spencer 
N Stephens, M 
Y Stephens, R 
Y Stephenson 
Y Talton 
Y Tankersley 
N Taylor, D 
N Taylor, R 
Y Taylor, T 
Y Teasley 
Y Thomas 
    VACANT 
Y Waites 
Y Watson 
N Welch 
    Weldon 
Y Wilkerson 
Y Wilkinson 
N Willard 
Y Williams, A 
Y Williams, C 
Y Williams, E 
Y Williams, R 
N Williamson 
Y Yates 
    Ralston, Speaker 

   
 On the adoption of the amendment, the ayes were 119, nays 52. 
 



2582 JOURNAL OF THE HOUSE 

 The amendment was adopted. 
 
 The Committee substitute, as amended, was adopted. 
 
 The report of the Committee, which was favorable to the passage of the Bill, by 
substitute, was agreed to, as amended. 
 
 On the passage of the Bill, by substitute, as amended, the roll call was ordered and the 
vote was as follows: 
 
Y Abdul-Salaam 
Y Abrams 
Y Allison 
Y Amerson 
Y Anderson 
Y Ashe 
Y Atwood 
Y Baker 
Y Battles 
Y Beasley-Teague 
Y Bell 
Y Benfield 
Y Benton 
Y Beverly 
Y Black 
Y Braddock 
Y Brockway 
Y Brooks 
E Bruce 
Y Bryant 
Y Buckner 
Y Burns 
Y Byrd 
Y Carson 
Y Carter 
Y Casas 
Y Channell 
Y Cheokas 
Y Clark, J 
Y Clark, V 
Y Coleman 
Y Collins 
Y Cooke 
Y Coomer 
Y Cooper 
Y Crawford 

Y Davis 
Y Dawkins-Haigler 
Y Dempsey 
Y Dickerson 
Y Dickey 
Y Dickson 
Y Dobbs 
Y Dollar 
Y Drenner 
Y Dudgeon 
Y Dukes 
Y Dunahoo 
Y Dutton 
Y Ehrhart 
Y England 
Y Epps, C 
Y Epps, J 
E Evans 
Y Floyd 
Y Fludd 
Y Frazier 
Y Fullerton 
Y Gardner 
Y Geisinger 
Y Golick 
Y Gordon 
Y Greene 
Y Hamilton 
Y Hanner 
Y Harbin 
Y Harden, B 
Y Harden, M 
    Harrell 
Y Hatchett 
Y Hatfield 
    Heard 

E Heckstall 
Y Hembree 
Y Henson 
Y Hightower 
Y Hill 
Y Holcomb 
Y Holmes 
N Holt 
N Horne 
Y Houston 
    Howard 
Y Hudson 
Y Hugley 
Y Jackson 
Y Jacobs 
Y James 
Y Jasperse 
Y Jerguson 
Y Johnson 
Y Jones, J 
Y Jones, S 
Y Jordan 
Y Kaiser 
Y Kendrick 
Y Kidd 
Y Knight 
Y Lane 
Y Lindsey 
Y Long 
Y Maddox, B 
Y Maddox, G 
Y Manning 
Y Marin 
Y Martin 
Y Maxwell 
Y Mayo 

Y McBrayer 
Y McCall 
Y McKillip 
Y Meadows 
Y Mitchell 
Y Morgan 
Y Morris 
Y Mosby 
Y Murphy 
Y Neal, J 
    Neal, Y 
Y Nimmer 
Y Nix 
Y Oliver 
Y O'Neal 
Y Pak 
Y Parent 
Y Parrish 
Y Parsons 
Y Peake 
Y Powell, A 
Y Powell, J 
Y Pruett 
Y Purcell 
Y Ramsey 
Y Randall 
Y Reece 
Y Rice 
Y Riley 
Y Roberts 
Y Rogers, C 
Y Rogers, T 
Y Rynders 
Y Scott, M 
Y Scott, S 
Y Setzler 

Y Shaw 
E Sheldon  
Y Sims, B 
Y Sims, C 
Y Smith, E 
Y Smith, K 
Y Smith, L 
Y Smith, R 
Y Smith, T 
Y Smyre 
Y Spencer 
Y Stephens, M 
Y Stephens, R 
Y Stephenson 
Y Talton 
Y Tankersley 
Y Taylor, D 
Y Taylor, R 
Y Taylor, T 
Y Teasley 
Y Thomas 
    VACANT 
Y Waites 
Y Watson 
Y Welch 
Y Weldon 
Y Wilkerson 
Y Wilkinson 
Y Willard 
Y Williams, A 
Y Williams, C 
Y Williams, E 
Y Williams, R 
Y Williamson 
Y Yates 
    Ralston, Speaker 

   
 On the passage of the Bill, by substitute, as amended, the ayes were 168, nays 2. 
 
 The Bill, having received the requisite constitutional majority, was passed, by 
substitute, as amended. 
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 Due to a mechanical malfunction, the vote of Representative Howard of the 121st was 
not recorded on the preceding roll call.  He wished to be recorded as voting "aye" 
thereon. 
 
 Representative Byrd of the 20th stated that she inadvertently voted "aye" on the 
preceding roll call.  She wished to be recorded as voting "nay" thereon. 
 
 Representative Maxwell of the 17th District, Chairman of the Committee on 
Retirement, submitted the following report: 
 
 Mr. Speaker: 
 
 Your Committee on Retirement has had under consideration the following Bill of the 
Senate and has instructed me to report the same back to the House with the following 
recommendation: 
 

SB 402 Do Pass, by Substitute 
  
 Respectfully submitted, 
 /s/ Maxwell of the 17th 
 Chairman 
 
 Under the general order of business, established by the Committee on Rules, the 
following Bill of the House was taken up for consideration and read the third time: 
 
HB 1114. By Representatives Setzler of the 35th, Golick of the 34th, Ramsey of the 

72nd, Pak of the 102nd and Lindsey of the 54th: 
 

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Article 1 of Chapter 5 of Title 16 of 
the O.C.G.A., relating to homicide, so as to repeal certain provisions 
regarding offering to assist in the commission of a suicide; to prohibit 
assisted suicide; to provide for definitions; to provide for criminal penalties; 
to provide for certain exceptions; to provide for certain reporting 
requirements with respect to being convicted of assisting in a suicide; to 
amend Title 51 of the O.C.G.A., relating to torts, so as to provide for civil 
liability for wrongful death caused by assisted suicide; to provide for 
definitions; to provide an effective date; to repeal conflicting laws; and for 
other purposes.  
 

 The following Committee substitute was read: 
 

A BILL TO BE ENTITLED 
AN ACT 
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To amend Article 1 of Chapter 5 of Title 16 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, 
relating to homicide, so as to repeal certain provisions regarding offering to assist in the 
commission of a suicide; to prohibit assisted suicide; to provide for definitions; to 
provide for criminal penalties; to provide for certain exceptions; to provide for certain 
reporting requirements with respect to being convicted of assisting in a suicide; to amend 
Title 51 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to torts, so as to provide for 
an award of attorney's fees and expenses of litigation in wrongful death actions under 
certain circumstances; to provide for reporting requirements with respect to a civil 
judgment against a health care provider; to provide for applicability; to provide an 
effective date; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes. 
 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF GEORGIA: 
 

SECTION 1. 
Article 1 of Chapter 5 of Title 16 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to 
homicide, is amended by repealing Code Section 16-5-5, relating to offering to assist in 
the commission of a suicide, and enacting a new Code Section 16-5-5 to read as follows: 

"16-5-5. 
(a)  As used in this Code section, the term: 

(1)  'Assists' means the act of physically helping or physically providing the means. 
(2)  'Health care provider' means any person licensed, certified, or registered under 
Chapter 9, 10A, 11, 11A, 26, 28, 30, 33, 34, 35, 39, or 44 of Title 43. 
(3)  'Suicide' means the intentional and willful termination of one's own life. 

(b)  Any person with actual knowledge that a person intends to commit suicide who 
knowingly and willfully assists such person in the commission of such person's suicide 
shall be guilty of a felony and, upon conviction thereof, shall be punished by 
imprisonment for not less than one nor more than ten years. 
(c)  The provisions of this Code section shall not apply to: 

(1)  Pursuant to a patient's consent, any person prescribing, dispensing, or 
administering medications or medical procedures when such actions are calculated or 
intended to relieve or prevent such patient's pain or discomfort but are not calculated 
or intended to cause such patient's death, even if the medication or medical procedure 
may have the effect of hastening or increasing the risk of death; 
(2)  Pursuant to a patient's consent, any person discontinuing, withholding, or 
withdrawing medications or medical procedures; 
(3)  Any person prescribing, dispensing, or administering medications or medical 
procedures pursuant to, without limitation, a living will, a durable power of attorney 
for health care, an advance directive for health care, a consent pursuant to Code 
Section 31-9-2, a Physician Order for Life-sustaining Treatment developed pursuant 
to subsection (l) of Code Section 29-4-18, or a written order not to resuscitate when 
such actions are calculated or intended to relieve or prevent a patient's pain or 
discomfort but are not calculated or intended to cause such patient's death, even if the 
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medication or medical procedure may have the effect of hastening or increasing the 
risk of death; 
(4)  Any person discontinuing, withholding, or withdrawing medications or medical 
procedures or advocacy pursuant to, without limitation, a living will, a durable power 
of attorney for health care, an advance directive for health care, a consent pursuant to 
Code Section 31-9-2, a Physician Order for Life-sustaining Treatment developed 
pursuant to subsection (l) of Code Section 29-4-18, or a written order not to 
resuscitate; or 
(5)  Any person advocating on behalf of a patient in accordance with this subsection. 

(d)  Within ten days of a conviction, a health care provider who is convicted of 
violating this Code section shall notify in writing the applicable licensing board for his 
or her licensure, certification, registration, or other authorization to conduct such health 
care provider's occupation.  Upon being notified and notwithstanding any law, rule, or 
regulation to the contrary, the appropriate licensing board shall revoke the license, 
certification, registration, or other authorization to conduct such health care provider's 
occupation." 

 
SECTION 2. 

Title 51 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to torts, is amended in 
Chapter 4, relating to wrongful death, by adding two new Code sections to read as 
follows: 

"51-4-6. 
The court may award reasonable attorney's fees and expenses of litigation to a plaintiff 
who prevails in a civil action for a homicide in which the death results from a violation 
of Code Section 16-5-5. 

 
51-4-7. 
(a)  As used in this Code section, the term 'health care provider' shall have the same 
meaning as set forth in Code Section 16-5-5. 
(b)  Within ten days of a judgment, a health care provider against whom a judgment has 
been obtained under the provisions of this chapter shall notify in writing the applicable 
licensing board for his or her licensure, certification, registration, or other authorization 
to conduct such health care provider's occupation so that disciplinary action may be 
taken as determined necessary by the applicable board." 

 
SECTION 3. 

This Act shall not apply to any offense committed before the effective date of this Act. 
 

SECTION 4. 
This Act shall become effective upon its approval by the Governor or upon its becoming 
law without such approval. 
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SECTION 5. 
All laws and parts of laws in conflict with this Act are repealed.   
 
 The following amendment was read and adopted: 
 
Representatives Setzler of the 35th and Cooper of the 41st offer the following 
amendment: 
 
Amend the substitute to HB 1114 (LC 29 5214S) by revising line 33 as follows: 

withdrawing medications, medical procedures, nourishment, or hydration; 
 
By deleting "or" and inserting a comma between "medications" and "medical" on line 42. 
 
By revising line 43 as follows: 

procedures, nourishment, or hydration pursuant to, without limitation, a living will, a 
durable power of 

 
 The Committee substitute, as amended, was adopted. 
 
 The report of the Committee, which was favorable to the passage of the Bill, by 
substitute, was agreed to, as amended. 
 
 On the passage of the Bill, by substitute, as amended, the roll call was ordered and the 
vote was as follows: 
 
N Abdul-Salaam 
N Abrams 
Y Allison 
Y Amerson 
Y Anderson 
Y Ashe 
Y Atwood 
N Baker 
Y Battles 
N Beasley-Teague 
N Bell 
N Benfield 
Y Benton 
N Beverly 
Y Black 
Y Braddock 
Y Brockway 
N Brooks 
E Bruce 
Y Bryant 
N Buckner 
Y Burns 
Y Byrd 

Y Davis 
N Dawkins-Haigler 
Y Dempsey 
N Dickerson 
Y Dickey 
Y Dickson 
N Dobbs 
Y Dollar 
N Drenner 
Y Dudgeon 
N Dukes 
Y Dunahoo 
Y Dutton 
Y Ehrhart 
Y England 
Y Epps, C 
Y Epps, J 
E Evans 
N Floyd 
N Fludd 
N Frazier 
N Fullerton 
N Gardner 

E Heckstall 
Y Hembree 
N Henson 
Y Hightower 
Y Hill 
Y Holcomb 
Y Holmes 
Y Holt 
Y Horne 
Y Houston 
    Howard 
Y Hudson 
N Hugley 
Y Jackson 
Y Jacobs 
N James 
Y Jasperse 
Y Jerguson 
Y Johnson 
Y Jones, J 
N Jones, S 
N Jordan 
N Kaiser 

Y McBrayer 
Y McCall 
Y McKillip 
Y Meadows 
N Mitchell 
N Morgan 
Y Morris 
N Mosby 
Y Murphy 
Y Neal, J 
    Neal, Y 
Y Nimmer 
Y Nix 
Y Oliver 
Y O'Neal 
Y Pak 
N Parent 
Y Parrish 
Y Parsons 
Y Peake 
Y Powell, A 
Y Powell, J 
Y Pruett 

Y Shaw 
E Sheldon  
Y Sims, B 
    Sims, C 
N Smith, E 
Y Smith, K 
Y Smith, L 
Y Smith, R 
Y Smith, T 
N Smyre 
Y Spencer 
Y Stephens, M 
Y Stephens, R 
N Stephenson 
Y Talton 
Y Tankersley 
Y Taylor, D 
N Taylor, R 
Y Taylor, T 
Y Teasley 
N Thomas 
    VACANT 
Y Waites 
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Y Carson 
Y Carter 
Y Casas 
Y Channell 
Y Cheokas 
Y Clark, J 
Y Clark, V 
Y Coleman 
Y Collins 
Y Cooke 
Y Coomer 
Y Cooper 
Y Crawford 

Y Geisinger 
Y Golick 
N Gordon 
Y Greene 
Y Hamilton 
Y Hanner 
Y Harbin 
Y Harden, B 
Y Harden, M 
Y Harrell 
Y Hatchett 
Y Hatfield 
Y Heard 

N Kendrick 
N Kidd 
Y Knight 
Y Lane 
Y Lindsey 
N Long 
Y Maddox, B 
Y Maddox, G 
Y Manning 
N Marin 
Y Martin 
Y Maxwell 
N Mayo 

Y Purcell 
Y Ramsey 
N Randall 
Y Reece 
Y Rice 
Y Riley 
Y Roberts 
Y Rogers, C 
Y Rogers, T 
Y Rynders 
Y Scott, M 
N Scott, S 
Y Setzler 

Y Watson 
Y Welch 
    Weldon 
N Wilkerson 
Y Wilkinson 
Y Willard 
N Williams, A 
Y Williams, C 
N Williams, E 
Y Williams, R 
Y Williamson 
    Yates 
    Ralston, Speaker 

   
 On the passage of the Bill, by substitute, as amended, the ayes were 124, nays 45. 
 
 The Bill, having received the requisite constitutional majority, was passed, by 
substitute, as amended. 
 
 Representative Setzler of the 35th asked unanimous consent that HB 1114 be 
immediately transmitted to the Senate. 
 

It was so ordered. 
 
Representative Maddox of the 172nd moved that the following Bill of the House be 

withdrawn from the Rules Calendar and recommitted to the Committee on Rules: 
 
HB 685. By Representatives Maddox of the 172nd, Black of the 174th, Atwood of the 

179th, Shaw of the 176th, Taylor of the 173rd and others: 
 

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Title 4 of the Official Code of 
Georgia Annotated, relating to animals, so as to extensively revise provisions 
relating to dogs and especially provisions relating to dangerous and vicious 
dogs; to define and redefine terms; to provide for liability for injuries and 
damage caused by dogs; to amend Chapter 2 of Title 51 of the Official Code 
of Georgia Annotated, relating to imputable negligence, so as to provide for a 
conforming amendment; to state legislative intent; to provide for other 
related matters; to provide for an effective date and applicability; to repeal 
conflicting laws; and for other purposes.  

 
The motion prevailed. 
 

 Under the general order of business, established by the Committee on Rules, the 
following Bill of the House was taken up for consideration and read the third time: 
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HB 985. By Representatives Powell of the 29th and Rice of the 51st: 
 

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Title 40 of the Official Code of 
Georgia Annotated, relating to motor vehicles and traffic, so as to modify 
provisions relating to temporary license plates for motor vehicles; to provide 
for an extension of time for registration of motor vehicles under certain 
circumstances; to remove lamination requirements for motor vehicle decals; 
to provide for the furnishing of motor vehicle driver information to the 
Department of Revenue for the purpose of detecting fraud; to provide for 
related matters; to provide an effective date; to repeal conflicting laws; and 
for other purposes.  
 

 The report of the Committee, which was favorable to the passage of the Bill, was 
agreed to. 
 
 On the passage of the Bill, the roll call was ordered and the vote was as follows: 
 
Y Abdul-Salaam 
Y Abrams 
Y Allison 
Y Amerson 
Y Anderson 
Y Ashe 
Y Atwood 
Y Baker 
Y Battles 
Y Beasley-Teague 
Y Bell 
Y Benfield 
Y Benton 
Y Beverly 
Y Black 
Y Braddock 
Y Brockway 
Y Brooks 
E Bruce 
Y Bryant 
Y Buckner 
Y Burns 
Y Byrd 
    Carson 
Y Carter 
Y Casas 
Y Channell 
Y Cheokas 
Y Clark, J 
Y Clark, V 
Y Coleman 
Y Collins 
Y Cooke 
Y Coomer 

Y Davis 
Y Dawkins-Haigler 
Y Dempsey 
Y Dickerson 
Y Dickey 
Y Dickson 
Y Dobbs 
Y Dollar 
Y Drenner 
Y Dudgeon 
Y Dukes 
Y Dunahoo 
Y Dutton 
Y Ehrhart 
Y England 
Y Epps, C 
Y Epps, J 
E Evans 
Y Floyd 
Y Fludd 
    Frazier 
Y Fullerton 
Y Gardner 
Y Geisinger 
Y Golick 
Y Gordon 
Y Greene 
Y Hamilton 
Y Hanner 
Y Harbin 
Y Harden, B 
Y Harden, M 
Y Harrell 
Y Hatchett 

E Heckstall 
Y Hembree 
Y Henson 
Y Hightower 
Y Hill 
Y Holcomb 
Y Holmes 
Y Holt 
Y Horne 
Y Houston 
Y Howard 
Y Hudson 
Y Hugley 
Y Jackson 
Y Jacobs 
Y James 
Y Jasperse 
Y Jerguson 
Y Johnson 
Y Jones, J 
Y Jones, S 
Y Jordan 
Y Kaiser 
Y Kendrick 
Y Kidd 
Y Knight 
Y Lane 
Y Lindsey 
Y Long 
Y Maddox, B 
Y Maddox, G 
Y Manning 
Y Marin 
Y Martin 

Y McBrayer 
    McCall 
Y McKillip 
Y Meadows 
Y Mitchell 
Y Morgan 
Y Morris 
Y Mosby 
Y Murphy 
Y Neal, J 
    Neal, Y 
Y Nimmer 
Y Nix 
Y Oliver 
    O'Neal 
Y Pak 
Y Parent 
Y Parrish 
Y Parsons 
Y Peake 
Y Powell, A 
Y Powell, J 
Y Pruett 
Y Purcell 
Y Ramsey 
Y Randall 
Y Reece 
Y Rice 
Y Riley 
Y Roberts 
Y Rogers, C 
Y Rogers, T 
Y Rynders 
Y Scott, M 

Y Shaw 
E Sheldon  
Y Sims, B 
Y Sims, C 
Y Smith, E 
Y Smith, K 
Y Smith, L 
Y Smith, R 
Y Smith, T 
Y Smyre 
Y Spencer 
Y Stephens, M 
Y Stephens, R 
Y Stephenson 
Y Talton 
Y Tankersley 
Y Taylor, D 
Y Taylor, R 
Y Taylor, T 
Y Teasley 
Y Thomas 
    VACANT 
Y Waites 
Y Watson 
Y Welch 
    Weldon 
    Wilkerson 
Y Wilkinson 
Y Willard 
Y Williams, A 
Y Williams, C 
    Williams, E 
Y Williams, R 
Y Williamson 
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Y Cooper 
Y Crawford 

Y Hatfield 
Y Heard 

Y Maxwell 
Y Mayo 

Y Scott, S 
Y Setzler 

    Yates 
    Ralston, Speaker 

   
 On the passage of the Bill, the ayes were 165, nays 0. 
 
 The Bill, having received the requisite constitutional majority, was passed. 
 
 Representative Carson of the 43rd stated that he had been called from the floor of the 
House during the preceding roll call.  He wished to be recorded as voting "aye" thereon. 
 
 The Speaker announced the House in recess until 4:00 o'clock, this afternoon. 
 
 The Speaker called the House to order. 
 
 Under the general order of business, established by the Committee on Rules, the 
following Bills of the House were taken up for consideration and read the third time: 
 
HB 1119. By Representative Sims of the 169th: 
 

A BILL to be entitled an Act to provide that future elections for the office of 
judge of the Probate Court of Atkinson County shall be nonpartisan 
elections; to provide for submission of this Act for preclearance under the 
federal Voting Rights Act of 1965, as amended; to provide for related 
matters; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.  
 

 The report of the Committee, which was favorable to the passage of the Bill, was 
agreed to. 
 
 On the passage of the Bill, the roll call was ordered and the vote was as follows: 
 
Y Abdul-Salaam 
Y Abrams 
Y Allison 
Y Amerson 
Y Anderson 
Y Ashe 
Y Atwood 
Y Baker 
Y Battles 
Y Beasley-Teague 
Y Bell 
Y Benfield 
Y Benton 
Y Beverly 
Y Black 
N Braddock 
Y Brockway 

Y Davis 
Y Dawkins-Haigler 
Y Dempsey 
Y Dickerson 
Y Dickey 
Y Dickson 
Y Dobbs 
Y Dollar 
Y Drenner 
Y Dudgeon 
Y Dukes 
N Dunahoo 
Y Dutton 
Y Ehrhart 
    England 
Y Epps, C 
Y Epps, J 

E Heckstall 
Y Hembree 
Y Henson 
Y Hightower 
Y Hill 
Y Holcomb 
Y Holmes 
Y Holt 
Y Horne 
    Houston 
Y Howard 
Y Hudson 
Y Hugley 
Y Jackson 
Y Jacobs 
Y James 
N Jasperse 

Y McBrayer 
Y McCall 
Y McKillip 
    Meadows 
Y Mitchell 
Y Morgan 
    Morris 
Y Mosby 
Y Murphy 
N Neal, J 
Y Neal, Y 
Y Nimmer 
N Nix 
Y Oliver 
Y O'Neal 
Y Pak 
Y Parent 

Y Shaw 
E Sheldon  
Y Sims, B 
Y Sims, C 
Y Smith, E 
Y Smith, K 
Y Smith, L 
Y Smith, R 
Y Smith, T 
Y Smyre 
Y Spencer 
Y Stephens, M 
Y Stephens, R 
Y Stephenson 
Y Talton 
Y Tankersley 
Y Taylor, D 
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Y Brooks 
E Bruce 
Y Bryant 
Y Buckner 
    Burns 
N Byrd 
Y Carson 
Y Carter 
Y Casas 
Y Channell 
Y Cheokas 
Y Clark, J 
Y Clark, V 
Y Coleman 
E Collins 
Y Cooke 
    Coomer 
Y Cooper 
Y Crawford 

E Evans 
Y Floyd 
    Fludd 
Y Frazier 
Y Fullerton 
Y Gardner 
Y Geisinger 
Y Golick 
Y Gordon 
Y Greene 
Y Hamilton 
Y Hanner 
Y Harbin 
Y Harden, B 
    Harden, M 
Y Harrell 
Y Hatchett 
    Hatfield 
Y Heard 

Y Jerguson 
Y Johnson 
Y Jones, J 
Y Jones, S 
    Jordan 
Y Kaiser 
Y Kendrick 
Y Kidd 
Y Knight 
Y Lane 
    Lindsey 
Y Long 
Y Maddox, B 
    Maddox, G 
Y Manning 
Y Marin 
    Martin 
Y Maxwell 
Y Mayo 

Y Parrish 
Y Parsons 
Y Peake 
Y Powell, A 
Y Powell, J 
Y Pruett 
Y Purcell 
Y Ramsey 
Y Randall 
Y Reece 
Y Rice 
Y Riley 
Y Roberts 
N Rogers, C 
Y Rogers, T 
Y Rynders 
E Scott, M 
Y Scott, S 
    Setzler 

Y Taylor, R 
Y Taylor, T 
    Teasley 
Y Thomas 
    VACANT 
Y Waites 
Y Watson 
    Welch 
    Weldon 
Y Wilkerson 
Y Wilkinson 
    Willard 
Y Williams, A 
Y Williams, C 
Y Williams, E 
Y Williams, R 
Y Williamson 
Y Yates 
    Ralston, Speaker 

   
 On the passage of the Bill, the ayes were 147, nays 7. 
 
 The Bill, having received the requisite constitutional majority, was passed. 
 
 Representative Pak of the 102nd stated that he inadvertently voted "aye" on the 
preceding roll call.  He wished to be recorded as voting "nay" thereon. 
 
 Representatives Burns of the 157th and Welch of the 110th stated that they had been 
called from the floor of the House during the preceding roll call.  They wished to be 
recorded as voting "aye" thereon. 
 
HB 1120. By Representative Sims of the 169th: 
 

A BILL to be entitled an Act to provide that future elections for the office of 
chief magistrate judge of Atkinson County shall be nonpartisan elections; to 
provide for submission of this Act for preclearance under the federal Voting 
Rights Act of 1965, as amended; to provide for related matters; to repeal 
conflicting laws; and for other purposes.  
 

 The report of the Committee, which was favorable to the passage of the Bill, was 
agreed to. 
 
 On the passage of the Bill, the roll call was ordered and the vote was as follows: 
 
    Abdul-Salaam 
Y Abrams 
Y Allison 
Y Amerson 

Y Davis 
Y Dawkins-Haigler 
Y Dempsey 
Y Dickerson 

Y Heckstall 
Y Hembree 
Y Henson 
Y Hightower 

Y McBrayer 
Y McCall 
Y McKillip 
Y Meadows 

Y Shaw 
E Sheldon  
Y Sims, B 
Y Sims, C 
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Y Anderson 
Y Ashe 
Y Atwood 
Y Baker 
Y Battles 
Y Beasley-Teague 
Y Bell 
    Benfield 
Y Benton 
Y Beverly 
Y Black 
N Braddock 
Y Brockway 
Y Brooks 
E Bruce 
Y Bryant 
    Buckner 
Y Burns 
N Byrd 
Y Carson 
Y Carter 
Y Casas 
Y Channell 
Y Cheokas 
Y Clark, J 
Y Clark, V 
Y Coleman 
E Collins 
Y Cooke 
    Coomer 
Y Cooper 
Y Crawford 

Y Dickey 
Y Dickson 
Y Dobbs 
Y Dollar 
Y Drenner 
Y Dudgeon 
    Dukes 
N Dunahoo 
Y Dutton 
    Ehrhart 
Y England 
Y Epps, C 
Y Epps, J 
E Evans 
Y Floyd 
    Fludd 
Y Frazier 
    Fullerton 
Y Gardner 
Y Geisinger 
Y Golick 
Y Gordon 
Y Greene 
Y Hamilton 
Y Hanner 
Y Harbin 
Y Harden, B 
    Harden, M 
N Harrell 
    Hatchett 
    Hatfield 
Y Heard 

N Hill 
Y Holcomb 
Y Holmes 
Y Holt 
Y Horne 
Y Houston 
    Howard 
Y Hudson 
Y Hugley 
Y Jackson 
Y Jacobs 
Y James 
N Jasperse 
Y Jerguson 
Y Johnson 
Y Jones, J 
Y Jones, S 
    Jordan 
Y Kaiser 
Y Kendrick 
Y Kidd 
Y Knight 
Y Lane 
Y Lindsey 
Y Long 
Y Maddox, B 
Y Maddox, G 
Y Manning 
Y Marin 
Y Martin 
Y Maxwell 
Y Mayo 

Y Mitchell 
Y Morgan 
    Morris 
Y Mosby 
Y Murphy 
N Neal, J 
Y Neal, Y 
Y Nimmer 
N Nix 
Y Oliver 
Y O'Neal 
N Pak 
Y Parent 
Y Parrish 
Y Parsons 
    Peake 
Y Powell, A 
Y Powell, J 
Y Pruett 
Y Purcell 
Y Ramsey 
Y Randall 
Y Reece 
Y Rice 
    Riley 
Y Roberts 
N Rogers, C 
Y Rogers, T 
Y Rynders 
E Scott, M 
Y Scott, S 
Y Setzler 

Y Smith, E 
Y Smith, K 
Y Smith, L 
Y Smith, R 
Y Smith, T 
Y Smyre 
Y Spencer 
Y Stephens, M 
Y Stephens, R 
Y Stephenson 
Y Talton 
Y Tankersley 
Y Taylor, D 
Y Taylor, R 
Y Taylor, T 
    Teasley 
Y Thomas 
    VACANT 
Y Waites 
Y Watson 
Y Welch 
Y Weldon 
Y Wilkerson 
Y Wilkinson 
    Willard 
Y Williams, A 
Y Williams, C 
Y Williams, E 
Y Williams, R 
Y Williamson 
Y Yates 
    Ralston, Speaker 

   
 On the passage of the Bill, the ayes were 145, nays 10. 
 
 The Bill, having received the requisite constitutional majority, was passed. 
 
 The following message was received from the Senate through Mr. Ewing, the 
Secretary thereof: 
 
Mr. Speaker: 
 
 The Senate has passed by the requisite constitutional majority the following bills of 
the Senate:   
 
SB 312. By Senators Ligon, Jr. of the 3rd, Albers of the 56th, Carter of the 1st and 

Williams of the 19th: 
 
A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Chapter 4 of Title 49 of the Official 
Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to public assistance, so as to require 
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applicants for food stamps and temporary assistance for needy families to 
engage in personal growth activities; to provide for applicability; to provide 
for exemptions; to provide for rules and regulations; to provide for related 
matters; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.  
 

SB 460. By Senators McKoon of the 29th, Shafer of the 48th, Ligon, Jr. of the 3rd and 
Hill of the 32nd: 
 
A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Chapter 24 of Title 33 of the Official 
Code of Georgia Annotated, relating generally to insurance, so as to provide a 
religious exception for the requirement that every health benefit policy in this 
state provide coverage for contraceptives; to provide for related matters; to 
repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.  
 

 Under the general order of business, established by the Committee on Rules, the 
following Bills of the House were taken up for consideration and read the third time: 
 
HB 1121. By Representative Sims of the 169th: 
 

A BILL to be entitled an Act to provide that future elections for the office of 
chief magistrate judge of Coffee County shall be nonpartisan elections; to 
provide for submission of this Act for preclearance under the federal Voting 
Rights Act of 1965, as amended; to provide for related matters; to repeal 
conflicting laws; and for other purposes.  
 

 The report of the Committee, which was favorable to the passage of the Bill, was 
agreed to. 
 
 On the passage of the Bill, the roll call was ordered and the vote was as follows: 
 
    Abdul-Salaam 
Y Abrams 
Y Allison 
Y Amerson 
Y Anderson 
Y Ashe 
Y Atwood 
Y Baker 
Y Battles 
Y Beasley-Teague 
Y Bell 
Y Benfield 
Y Benton 
Y Beverly 
Y Black 
N Braddock 
Y Brockway 

Y Davis 
Y Dawkins-Haigler 
    Dempsey 
Y Dickerson 
Y Dickey 
Y Dickson 
Y Dobbs 
Y Dollar 
Y Drenner 
Y Dudgeon 
    Dukes 
N Dunahoo 
Y Dutton 
    Ehrhart 
Y England 
Y Epps, C 
Y Epps, J 

Y Heckstall 
Y Hembree 
Y Henson 
Y Hightower 
N Hill 
Y Holcomb 
Y Holmes 
Y Holt 
Y Horne 
Y Houston 
Y Howard 
Y Hudson 
N Hugley 
Y Jackson 
Y Jacobs 
Y James 
N Jasperse 

Y McBrayer 
Y McCall 
Y McKillip 
Y Meadows 
Y Mitchell 
Y Morgan 
    Morris 
Y Mosby 
Y Murphy 
N Neal, J 
Y Neal, Y 
Y Nimmer 
N Nix 
Y Oliver 
Y O'Neal 
N Pak 
Y Parent 

Y Shaw 
E Sheldon  
Y Sims, B 
Y Sims, C 
Y Smith, E 
Y Smith, K 
Y Smith, L 
Y Smith, R 
Y Smith, T 
Y Smyre 
Y Spencer 
N Stephens, M 
Y Stephens, R 
Y Stephenson 
Y Talton 
Y Tankersley 
N Taylor, D 
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Y Brooks 
E Bruce 
Y Bryant 
Y Buckner 
Y Burns 
N Byrd 
Y Carson 
Y Carter 
Y Casas 
Y Channell 
Y Cheokas 
Y Clark, J 
Y Clark, V 
Y Coleman 
E Collins 
Y Cooke 
N Coomer 
Y Cooper 
Y Crawford 

E Evans 
Y Floyd 
Y Fludd 
Y Frazier 
    Fullerton 
Y Gardner 
Y Geisinger 
    Golick 
Y Gordon 
Y Greene 
Y Hamilton 
Y Hanner 
Y Harbin 
Y Harden, B 
Y Harden, M 
N Harrell 
    Hatchett 
    Hatfield 
Y Heard 

    Jerguson 
Y Johnson 
Y Jones, J 
Y Jones, S 
    Jordan 
Y Kaiser 
Y Kendrick 
Y Kidd 
Y Knight 
Y Lane 
Y Lindsey 
Y Long 
Y Maddox, B 
Y Maddox, G 
Y Manning 
Y Marin 
Y Martin 
Y Maxwell 
Y Mayo 

Y Parrish 
Y Parsons 
    Peake 
Y Powell, A 
Y Powell, J 
Y Pruett 
Y Purcell 
Y Ramsey 
Y Randall 
Y Reece 
Y Rice 
Y Riley 
Y Roberts 
N Rogers, C 
Y Rogers, T 
Y Rynders 
E Scott, M 
N Scott, S 
Y Setzler 

Y Taylor, R 
Y Taylor, T 
N Teasley 
Y Thomas 
    VACANT 
Y Waites 
Y Watson 
Y Welch 
Y Weldon 
Y Wilkerson 
Y Wilkinson 
    Willard 
Y Williams, A 
Y Williams, C 
Y Williams, E 
Y Williams, R 
Y Williamson 
Y Yates 
    Ralston, Speaker 

   
 On the passage of the Bill, the ayes were 144, nays 16. 
 
 The Bill, having received the requisite constitutional majority, was passed. 
 
HB 827. By Representatives Hembree of the 67th, Talton of the 145th, Purcell of the 

159th, Hanner of the 148th, Neal of the 1st and others: 
 

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Article 15 of Chapter 6 of Title 40 of 
the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to serious traffic offenses, 
so as to modify provisions relating to fleeing or attempting to elude a 
pursuing police vehicle or police officer; to increase the penalty for fleeing or 
attempting to elude under certain circumstances; to provide for related 
matters; to provide for an effective date and applicability; to repeal 
conflicting laws; and for other purposes.  
 

 The following amendment was read and adopted: 
 
Representative Hembree of the 67th offers the following amendment: 
 
Amend HB 827 (LC 35 2444) by replacing lines 1 through 34 with the following: 
To amend Article 15 of Chapter 6 of Title 40 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, 
relating to serious traffic offenses, so as to modify and make more consistent the 
provisions relating to fleeing or attempting to elude a pursuing police vehicle or police 
officer; to modify penalties relating to traffic offenses so as to provide for consistency in 
penalties for violations regardless of the nature of the underlying criminal offense; to 
provide for related matters; to provide for an effective date and applicability; to repeal 
conflicting laws; and for other purposes. 
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BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF GEORGIA: 
 

SECTION 1. 
Article 15 of Chapter 6 of Title 40 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to 
serious traffic offenses, is amended by revising Code Section 40-6-395, relating to fleeing 
or attempting to elude a police officer and impersonating law enforcement officer, as 
follows: 
 "40-6-395. 

(a)  It shall be unlawful for any driver of a vehicle willfully to fail or refuse to bring his 
or her vehicle to a stop or otherwise to flee or attempt to elude a pursuing police vehicle 
or police officer when given a visual or an audible signal to bring the vehicle to a stop. 
The signal given by the police officer may be by hand, voice, emergency light, or siren. 
The officer giving such signal shall be in uniform prominently displaying his or her 
badge of office, and his or her vehicle shall be appropriately marked showing it to be an 
official police vehicle. 

(b)(1)  Any person violating the provisions of subsection (a) of this Code section shall 
be guilty of a high and aggravated misdemeanor and: 

(A)  Upon conviction shall be fined not less than $500.00 nor more than $5,000.00, 
which and the fine shall not be subject to suspension, stay, or probation, and 
imprisoned for not less than ten days nor more than 12 months. Any period of such 
imprisonment in excess of ten days may, in the sole discretion of the judge, be 
suspended, stayed, or probated; 
(B)  Upon the second conviction within a ten-year period of time, as measured from 
the dates of previous arrests for which convictions were obtained to the date of the 
current arrest for which a conviction is obtained, shall be fined not less than 
$1,000.00 nor more than $5,000.00, which and the fine shall not be subject to 
suspension, stay, or probation, and imprisoned for not less than 30 days nor more 
than 12 months. Any period of such imprisonment in excess of 30 days may, in the 
sole discretion of the judge, be suspended, stayed, or probated; and for purposes of 
this paragraph, previous pleas of nolo contendere accepted within such ten-year 
period shall constitute convictions; and 
(C)  Upon the third or subsequent conviction within a ten-year period of time, as 
measured from the dates of previous arrests for which convictions were obtained to 
the date of the current arrest for which a conviction is obtained, shall be fined not 
less than $2,500.00 nor more than $5,000.00, which and the fine shall not be subject 
to suspension, stay, or probation, and imprisoned for not less than 90 days nor more 
than 12 months. Any period of such imprisonment in excess of 90 days may, in the 
sole discretion of the judge, be suspended, stayed, or probated; and for purposes of 
this paragraph, previous pleas of nolo contendere accepted within such ten-year 
period shall constitute convictions. 

(2)  For the purpose of imposing a sentence under this subsection, a plea of nolo 
contendere shall constitute a conviction. 
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(3)  If the payment of the fine required under paragraph (1) of this subsection will 
impose an economic hardship on the defendant, the judge, at his or her sole discretion, 
may order the defendant to pay such fine in installments and such order may be 
enforced through a contempt proceeding or a revocation of any probation otherwise 
authorized by this subsection. 
(4)  Notwithstanding the limits set forth in any municipal charter, any municipal court 
of any municipality shall be authorized to impose the punishments provided for in this 
subsection upon a conviction of violating this subsection or upon conviction of 
violating any ordinance adopting the provisions of this subsection. 

(5)(A)  Any person violating the provisions of subsection (a) of this Code section 
who, while fleeing or attempting to elude a pursuing police vehicle or police officer 
in an attempt to escape arrest for any offense, other than a violation of this chapter 
not expressly provided for in this paragraph:  

(i)  Operates his or her vehicle in excess of 20 miles an hour above the posted 
speed limit; 
(ii)  Strikes or collides with another vehicle or a pedestrian; 
(iii)  Flees in traffic conditions which place the general public at risk of receiving 
serious injuries; 
(iv)  Commits a violation of paragraph (5) of subsection (a) of Code Section 40-6-
391; or 
(v)  Leaves the state  

shall be guilty of a felony punishable by a fine of $5,000.00 or imprisonment for not 
less than one year nor more than five years or both. 
(B)  Following adjudication of guilt or imposition of sentence for a violation of 
subparagraph (A) of this paragraph, the sentence shall not be suspended, probated, 
deferred, or withheld, and the charge shall not be reduced to a lesser offense, 
merged with any other offense, or served concurrently with any other offense. 

(c)  It shall be unlawful for a person: 
(1)  To impersonate a sheriff, deputy sheriff, state trooper, agent of the Georgia 
Bureau of Investigation, agent of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, police officer, 
or any other authorized law enforcement officer by using a motor vehicle or 
motorcycle designed, equipped, or marked so as to resemble a motor vehicle or 
motorcycle belonging to any federal, state, or local law enforcement agency; or 
(2)  Otherwise to impersonate any such law enforcement officer in order to direct, 
stop, or otherwise control traffic." 

 
 The report of the Committee, which was favorable to the passage of the Bill, was 
agreed to, as amended. 
 
 On the passage of the Bill, as amended, the roll call was ordered and the vote was as 
follows: 
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Y Abdul-Salaam 
Y Abrams 
Y Allison 
Y Amerson 
Y Anderson 
Y Ashe 
Y Atwood 
Y Baker 
Y Battles 
Y Beasley-Teague 
Y Bell 
Y Benfield 
Y Benton 
    Beverly 
Y Black 
N Braddock 
Y Brockway 
Y Brooks 
E Bruce 
Y Bryant 
Y Buckner 
Y Burns 
Y Byrd 
Y Carson 
Y Carter 
Y Casas 
Y Channell 
Y Cheokas 
Y Clark, J 
Y Clark, V 
Y Coleman 
Y Collins 
Y Cooke 
Y Coomer 
Y Cooper 
Y Crawford 

Y Davis 
Y Dawkins-Haigler 
    Dempsey 
Y Dickerson 
Y Dickey 
Y Dickson 
Y Dobbs 
Y Dollar 
Y Drenner 
Y Dudgeon 
    Dukes 
Y Dunahoo 
Y Dutton 
Y Ehrhart 
Y England 
Y Epps, C 
Y Epps, J 
E Evans 
Y Floyd 
    Fludd 
Y Frazier 
Y Fullerton 
Y Gardner 
Y Geisinger 
Y Golick 
Y Gordon 
Y Greene 
Y Hamilton 
    Hanner 
Y Harbin 
Y Harden, B 
Y Harden, M 
Y Harrell 
Y Hatchett 
Y Hatfield 
Y Heard 

Y Heckstall 
Y Hembree 
Y Henson 
Y Hightower 
Y Hill 
Y Holcomb 
Y Holmes 
Y Holt 
Y Horne 
Y Houston 
Y Howard 
Y Hudson 
Y Hugley 
Y Jackson 
Y Jacobs 
Y James 
Y Jasperse 
Y Jerguson 
Y Johnson 
Y Jones, J 
Y Jones, S 
    Jordan 
Y Kaiser 
Y Kendrick 
Y Kidd 
Y Knight 
Y Lane 
Y Lindsey 
Y Long 
Y Maddox, B 
Y Maddox, G 
Y Manning 
Y Marin 
Y Martin 
Y Maxwell 
Y Mayo 

Y McBrayer 
Y McCall 
Y McKillip 
Y Meadows 
Y Mitchell 
Y Morgan 
    Morris 
Y Mosby 
Y Murphy 
Y Neal, J 
Y Neal, Y 
Y Nimmer 
Y Nix 
Y Oliver 
Y O'Neal 
Y Pak 
Y Parent 
Y Parrish 
Y Parsons 
Y Peake 
Y Powell, A 
Y Powell, J 
Y Pruett 
Y Purcell 
Y Ramsey 
Y Randall 
Y Reece 
Y Rice 
Y Riley 
Y Roberts 
Y Rogers, C 
Y Rogers, T 
Y Rynders 
E Scott, M 
Y Scott, S 
Y Setzler 

Y Shaw 
E Sheldon  
Y Sims, B 
Y Sims, C 
Y Smith, E 
Y Smith, K 
Y Smith, L 
Y Smith, R 
Y Smith, T 
Y Smyre 
Y Spencer 
Y Stephens, M 
    Stephens, R 
Y Stephenson 
Y Talton 
Y Tankersley 
Y Taylor, D 
Y Taylor, R 
Y Taylor, T 
Y Teasley 
Y Thomas 
    VACANT 
Y Waites 
Y Watson 
Y Welch 
N Weldon 
Y Wilkerson 
Y Wilkinson 
Y Willard 
Y Williams, A 
Y Williams, C 
Y Williams, E 
Y Williams, R 
Y Williamson 
Y Yates 
    Ralston, Speaker 

   
 On the passage of the Bill, as amended, the ayes were 164, nays 2. 
 
 The Bill, having received the requisite constitutional majority, was passed, as 
amended. 
 
HB 851. By Representatives Rice of the 51st, Powell of the 29th and Sheldon of the 

105th: 
 

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Code Section 48-6-73 of the Official 
Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to reports and distributions regarding 
the taxation of intangibles, so as to change certain requirements regarding the 
rates to be charged by collecting officers; to provide for related matters; to 
provide for an effective date; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other 
purposes.  
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 The following Committee substitute was read and adopted: 
 

A BILL TO BE ENTITLED 
AN ACT 

 
To amend Code Section 48-6-73 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to 
reports and distributions of intangible recording taxes, so as to change certain provisions 
relating to population brackets and the census relative to the commission on the 
collection of intangible recording taxes; provide for related matters; to repeal conflicting 
laws; and for other purposes. 
 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF GEORGIA: 
 

SECTION 1. 
Code Section 48-6-73 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to reports and 
distributions of intangible recording taxes, is amended as follows: 

"48-6-73. 
Each collecting officer shall make a report to the commissioner by the tenth day of each 
month on forms prescribed by the commissioner of all sums collected and remitted 
under this article for the preceding month.  The collecting officer shall retain 6 percent 
of the tax collected as compensation for said such officer's services in collecting the tax.  
All such taxes shall be deemed to have been collected by the collecting officer in said 
such officer's official capacity.  Failure to collect and distribute the tax as provided by 
law shall constitute a breach of the official duty and of the official bond of the 
collecting officer.  In each county in which the collecting officer is on a salary, the 6 
percent commission allowed by this Code section shall be paid into the county treasury 
and shall become county property.  The long-term notes secured by real property upon 
which this tax is based shall not be placed upon the property tax digest prepared and 
maintained by the tax receiver.  It is the intention of the General Assembly that the 6 
percent commission permitted under this article for the collection and distribution of 
this tax by the collecting officer shall be the only compensation permitted to any 
collecting officer with respect to this tax.  In counties having a population of more than 
650,000 at least 690,000 but not more than 700,000 and counties having a population of 
at least 900,000 according to the United States decennial census of 2000 2010 or any 
future such census, however, the commission allowed under this article as 
compensation to the collecting officer shall be 4 percent." 

 
SECTION 2. 

All laws and parts of laws in conflict with this Act are repealed.   
 
 The report of the Committee, which was favorable to the passage of the Bill, by 
substitute, was agreed to. 
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 On the passage of the Bill, by substitute, the roll call was ordered and the vote was as 
follows: 
 
N Abdul-Salaam 
N Abrams 
Y Allison 
Y Amerson 
Y Anderson 
N Ashe 
Y Atwood 
Y Baker 
Y Battles 
N Beasley-Teague 
N Bell 
N Benfield 
Y Benton 
Y Beverly 
Y Black 
Y Braddock 
Y Brockway 
Y Brooks 
E Bruce 
N Bryant 
Y Buckner 
Y Burns 
Y Byrd 
Y Carson 
Y Carter 
Y Casas 
Y Channell 
Y Cheokas 
N Clark, J 
Y Clark, V 
Y Coleman 
Y Collins 
Y Cooke 
Y Coomer 
Y Cooper 
Y Crawford 

Y Davis 
Y Dawkins-Haigler 
Y Dempsey 
Y Dickerson 
Y Dickey 
Y Dickson 
N Dobbs 
Y Dollar 
Y Drenner 
Y Dudgeon 
    Dukes 
Y Dunahoo 
Y Dutton 
Y Ehrhart 
Y England 
Y Epps, C 
Y Epps, J 
E Evans 
Y Floyd 
    Fludd 
Y Frazier 
Y Fullerton 
Y Gardner 
Y Geisinger 
Y Golick 
Y Gordon 
Y Greene 
Y Hamilton 
Y Hanner 
Y Harbin 
Y Harden, B 
Y Harden, M 
Y Harrell 
Y Hatchett 
Y Hatfield 
N Heard 

Y Heckstall 
Y Hembree 
N Henson 
Y Hightower 
Y Hill 
N Holcomb 
Y Holmes 
Y Holt 
Y Horne 
Y Houston 
Y Howard 
Y Hudson 
N Hugley 
Y Jackson 
Y Jacobs 
Y James 
Y Jasperse 
Y Jerguson 
Y Johnson 
Y Jones, J 
    Jones, S 
    Jordan 
N Kaiser 
Y Kendrick 
Y Kidd 
Y Knight 
Y Lane 
Y Lindsey 
N Long 
Y Maddox, B 
Y Maddox, G 
Y Manning 
Y Marin 
Y Martin 
Y Maxwell 
N Mayo 

Y McBrayer 
Y McCall 
Y McKillip 
Y Meadows 
N Mitchell 
Y Morgan 
    Morris 
    Mosby 
Y Murphy 
Y Neal, J 
N Neal, Y 
Y Nimmer 
Y Nix 
Y Oliver 
Y O'Neal 
Y Pak 
N Parent 
Y Parrish 
Y Parsons 
Y Peake 
Y Powell, A 
Y Powell, J 
Y Pruett 
Y Purcell 
Y Ramsey 
Y Randall 
Y Reece 
Y Rice 
Y Riley 
Y Roberts 
Y Rogers, C 
Y Rogers, T 
Y Rynders 
E Scott, M 
N Scott, S 
Y Setzler 

Y Shaw 
E Sheldon  
Y Sims, B 
Y Sims, C 
Y Smith, E 
Y Smith, K 
Y Smith, L 
Y Smith, R 
Y Smith, T 
Y Smyre 
Y Spencer 
Y Stephens, M 
Y Stephens, R 
Y Stephenson 
Y Talton 
Y Tankersley 
Y Taylor, D 
N Taylor, R 
Y Taylor, T 
Y Teasley 
Y Thomas 
    VACANT 
Y Waites 
Y Watson 
Y Welch 
    Weldon 
Y Wilkerson 
Y Wilkinson 
Y Willard 
Y Williams, A 
Y Williams, C 
N Williams, E 
Y Williams, R 
Y Williamson 
Y Yates 
    Ralston, Speaker 

   
 On the passage of the Bill, by substitute, the ayes were 145, nays 22. 
 
 The Bill, having received the requisite constitutional majority, was passed, by 
substitute. 
 
 Representative Clark of the 98th stated that he inadvertently voted "nay" on the 
preceding roll call.  He wished to be recorded as voting "aye" thereon. 
 
HB 1051. By Representatives Jacobs of the 80th, Riley of the 50th, Lindsey of the 54th, 

Geisinger of the 48th, Taylor of the 79th and others: 
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A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Chapter 9 of Title 32 of the Official 
Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to mass transportation, so as to repeal 
provisions relating to the suspension of restrictions on the use of annual 
proceeds from sales and use taxes by public transit authorities; to repeal 
provisions relating to the board of directors of the Metropolitan Atlanta 
Rapid Transit Authority; to provide for related matters; to provide for an 
effective date; to provide for contingent repeal; to repeal conflicting laws; 
and for other purposes.  
 

 The report of the Committee, which was favorable to the passage of the Bill, was 
agreed to. 
 
 On the passage of the Bill, the roll call was ordered and the vote was as follows: 
 
N Abdul-Salaam 
N Abrams 
Y Allison 
Y Amerson 
Y Anderson 
Y Ashe 
Y Atwood 
Y Baker 
Y Battles 
N Beasley-Teague 
N Bell 
N Benfield 
Y Benton 
N Beverly 
Y Black 
Y Braddock 
Y Brockway 
N Brooks 
E Bruce 
N Bryant 
N Buckner 
Y Burns 
    Byrd 
Y Carson 
Y Carter 
Y Casas 
Y Channell 
Y Cheokas 
Y Clark, J 
Y Clark, V 
Y Coleman 
Y Collins 
Y Cooke 
Y Coomer 
Y Cooper 
N Crawford 

Y Davis 
N Dawkins-Haigler 
Y Dempsey 
N Dickerson 
Y Dickey 
Y Dickson 
Y Dobbs 
Y Dollar 
N Drenner 
Y Dudgeon 
    Dukes 
Y Dunahoo 
Y Dutton 
    Ehrhart 
Y England 
N Epps, C 
Y Epps, J 
E Evans 
N Floyd 
    Fludd 
N Frazier 
Y Fullerton 
Y Gardner 
Y Geisinger 
Y Golick 
Y Gordon 
Y Greene 
Y Hamilton 
Y Hanner 
Y Harbin 
Y Harden, B 
Y Harden, M 
Y Harrell 
Y Hatchett 
Y Hatfield 
N Heard 

N Heckstall 
Y Hembree 
N Henson 
Y Hightower 
Y Hill 
N Holcomb 
Y Holmes 
Y Holt 
Y Horne 
Y Houston 
N Howard 
N Hudson 
N Hugley 
Y Jackson 
Y Jacobs 
N James 
Y Jasperse 
Y Jerguson 
Y Johnson 
Y Jones, J 
Y Jones, S 
N Jordan 
Y Kaiser 
N Kendrick 
Y Kidd 
Y Knight 
Y Lane 
Y Lindsey 
Y Long 
Y Maddox, B 
Y Maddox, G 
Y Manning 
N Marin 
Y Martin 
Y Maxwell 
Y Mayo 

Y McBrayer 
Y McCall 
Y McKillip 
Y Meadows 
N Mitchell 
Y Morgan 
    Morris 
N Mosby 
N Murphy 
Y Neal, J 
N Neal, Y 
Y Nimmer 
Y Nix 
Y Oliver 
Y O'Neal 
Y Pak 
Y Parent 
Y Parrish 
Y Parsons 
Y Peake 
Y Powell, A 
Y Powell, J 
Y Pruett 
Y Purcell 
    Ramsey 
Y Randall 
N Reece 
Y Rice 
Y Riley 
Y Roberts 
Y Rogers, C 
Y Rogers, T 
Y Rynders 
E Scott, M 
N Scott, S 
Y Setzler 

Y Shaw 
E Sheldon  
Y Sims, B 
Y Sims, C 
N Smith, E 
Y Smith, K 
Y Smith, L 
Y Smith, R 
Y Smith, T 
Y Smyre 
Y Spencer 
Y Stephens, M 
Y Stephens, R 
N Stephenson 
Y Talton 
Y Tankersley 
Y Taylor, D 
N Taylor, R 
Y Taylor, T 
Y Teasley 
N Thomas 
    VACANT 
N Waites 
Y Watson 
Y Welch 
Y Weldon 
N Wilkerson 
Y Wilkinson 
Y Willard 
Y Williams, A 
Y Williams, C 
N Williams, E 
Y Williams, R 
Y Williamson 
Y Yates 
    Ralston, Speaker 
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 On the passage of the Bill, the ayes were 128, nays 40. 
 
 The Bill, having received the requisite constitutional majority, was passed. 
 
 The following message was received from the Senate through Mr. Ewing, the 
Secretary thereof: 
 
Mr. Speaker: 
 
 The Senate has passed by the requisite constitutional majority the following bills of 
the Senate:   
 
SB 350. By Senators Balfour of the 9th, Sims of the 12th, Hamrick of the 30th and 

Hooks of the 14th: 
 
A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Chapter 16 of Title 16 of the Official 
Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to forfeiture of property used in burglary 
or armed robbery, so as to provide for the disposition of firearms used in 
burglaries or armed robberies; to amend Article 3 of Chapter 5 of Title 17 of 
the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to disposition of seized 
property, so as to provide for the disposition of firearms seized in criminal 
investigations and surplus firearms of law enforcement agencies; to provide 
for related matters; to provide for an effective date; to repeal conflicting laws; 
and for other purposes.  
 

SB 432. By Senators Heath of the 31st, Mullis of the 53rd, Loudermilk of the 52nd and 
Rogers of the 21st: 
 
A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Part 2 of Article 4 of Chapter 11 of 
Title 16 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to possession of 
dangerous weapons, so as to define a certain term; to provide that a political 
subdivision shall not enact any ordinance which is more restrictive of the sale 
or possession of a knife than general law; to repeal conflicting laws; and for 
other purposes.  
 

 Under the general order of business, established by the Committee on Rules, the 
following Bill of the House was taken up for consideration and read the third time: 
 
HB 1052. By Representatives Jacobs of the 80th, Riley of the 50th, Lindsey of the 54th, 

Geisinger of the 48th, Taylor of the 79th and others: 
 

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend an Act known as the "Metropolitan 
Atlanta Rapid Transit Authority Act of 1965," approved March 10, 1965 (Ga. 
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L. 1965, p. 2243), as amended, so as to reconstitute the board of directors; to 
provide for staggered terms for board members; provide for a limit on re-
appointment of board members; to provide for a method for nonparticipating 
counties to join the Authority; to prohibit the Authority from entering into 
certain transactions; to provide for a suspension of restrictions on the use of 
sales and use tax proceeds; to provide for related matters; to repeal 
conflicting laws; and for other purposes.   
 

 The following Committee substitute was read: 
 

A BILL TO BE ENTITLED 
AN ACT 

 
To amend an Act known as the "Metropolitan Atlanta Rapid Transit Authority Act of 
1965," approved March 10, 1965 (Ga. L. 1965, p. 2243), as amended, so as to 
reconstitute the board of directors; to provide for staggered terms for board members; 
provide for a limit on re-appointment of board members; to provide for a method for 
nonparticipating counties to join the Authority; to provide for per diem payments; to 
provide for restriction on contracts for professional services; to provide for a suspension 
of restrictions on the use of sales and use tax proceeds; to provide for related matters; to 
repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.  
 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF GEORGIA: 
 

SECTION 1. 
An Act known as the "Metropolitan Atlanta Rapid Transit Authority Act of 1965," 
approved March 10, 1965 (Ga. L. 1965, p. 2243), as amended, is amended by revising 
subsections (a) through (h) of Section 6 as follows: 

"(a)  The Board of Directors of the Authority shall be composed of 18 11 voting 
members and one nonvoting member.  Four Three members shall be residents of the 
City of Atlanta to be nominated by the Mayor and elected by the City Council; five four 
members shall be residents of DeKalb County with three of the four appointees to be 
appointed by the local governing body thereof Board of Commissioners of DeKalb 
County and at least one of such appointees shall be a resident of that portion of DeKalb 
County lying south of the southernmost corporate boundaries of the City of Decatur and 
at least one of such appointees shall be a resident of that portion of DeKalb County 
lying north of the southernmost corporate boundaries of the City of Decatur and the 
fourth appointee to be appointed by a majority vote of a caucus of mayors of the 
municipalities located wholly in DeKalb County; three members shall be residents of 
Fulton County to be appointed by the local governing body thereof, and at least and one 
of such appointees members shall be a resident of that portion of Fulton County lying 
south of the corporate limits of the City of Atlanta to be appointed by the local 
governing body of Fulton County and two of such members shall be residents of that 
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portion of Fulton County lying north of the corporate limits of the City of Atlanta to be 
appointed by a majority vote of a caucus of mayors of the municipalities of Fulton 
County lying north of the City of Atlanta; one member shall be the executive director of 
the Georgia Regional Transportation Authority; and one nonvoting member shall be the 
planning director of the Department of Transportation.  Those board members 
appointed by a local governing authority as described in this section in office as of 
January 1, 2013, shall serve initial terms of office as follows: two of the three 
appointees of the DeKalb County Board of Commissioners, two of the three appointees 
of the mayor and city council of Atlanta, and one of the two appointees of the caucus of 
mayors from municipalities lying north of the City of Atlanta shall serve a term of two 
years, and the remaining appointees shall serve for terms of four years.  Each local 
governing authority or caucus shall designate which board members shall serve an 
initial term of two years no later than November 1, 2012. and that membership position 
held by a Fulton County resident, appointed by the local governing body of that county, 
the term of which position expires December 31, 1988, shall, beginning on and after 
January 1, 1989, be filled by the local governing body of Fulton County appointing a 
person who is a resident of that portion of Fulton County lying north of the corporate 
limits of the City of Atlanta; one member shall be a resident of Clayton County to be 
appointed by the local governing body thereof; and one member shall be a resident of 
Gwinnett County to be appointed by the local governing body thereof.  Four members, 
representing the State, shall be as follows:  the Commissioner of the Department of 
Transportation who shall be an ex officio member; the State Revenue Commissioner 
who shall be an ex officio member; the Executive Director of the State Properties 
Commission who shall be an ex officio member; and the Executive Director of the 
Georgia Regional Transportation Authority who shall be an ex officio member. The 
first member who must be a resident of that portion of Fulton County lying south of the 
corporate limits of the City of Atlanta shall be appointed by the governing body of 
Fulton County to take office on July 1, 1985, for an initial term ending December 31, 
1986. The two members who are DeKalb County residents and appointed by the 
governing authority thereof and who are added by this paragraph shall each be 
appointed by the governing body of DeKalb County to take office on July 1, 1985, for 
an initial term ending December 31, 1986. After the initial terms of those three 
members added to the Board in 1985, After the initial two-year terms of those five 
board members described in this subsection, that governing body which appointed the 
member for that initial term to that office shall appoint successors thereto for terms of 
office of four years in the same manner that such governing body makes its other 
appointments to the Board. 

The initial terms of the four members added in 1976 by the above paragraph shall be as 
follows:  the member from DeKalb County to be appointed by the local governing body 
of DeKalb County shall be appointed no later than sixty days after the effective date of 
this subsection for a term ending December 31, 1978, and shall take office immediately 
upon appointment; the Commissioner of the Department of Transportation, the State 
Revenue Commissioner and the Executive Director of the State Properties Commission 
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shall become members of the Board on the effective date of this subsection and shall 
serve while holding their State offices. 
The Executive Director of the Georgia Regional Transportation Authority shall become a 
voting member of the Board on the effective date of this sentence and shall serve while 
holding his or her State office.  The planning director of the Department of 
Transportation shall become a nonvoting member of the Board on the effective date of 
this sentence and shall serve while holding his or her State office. 
Except as provided above, all appointments shall be for terms of four years except that a 
vacancy caused otherwise than by expiration shall be filled for the unexpired portion 
thereof by the local governing body which made the original appointment to the vacant 
position, or its successor in office.  A member of the Board may be appointed to succeed 
himself or herself for one four-year term; provided, however, that board membership 
prior to January 1, 2013, shall not be considered in calculating limits on length of service.  
Appointments to fill expiring terms shall be made by the local governing body prior to 
the expiration of the term, but such appointments shall not be made more than thirty days 
prior to the expiration of the term.  Members appointed to the Board shall serve for the 
terms of office specified in this section and until their respective successors are appointed 
and qualified. 
(b)  Having initially declined membership on the Board and further participation in the 
Authority, Cobb County may at any time reclaim its membership on the Board and 
participate further in the Authority as provided in this subsection (b).  The local 
governing body bodies of Clayton, Cobb, and Gwinnett County counties may, any other 
provision of this Act to the contrary notwithstanding, negotiate, enter into, and submit to 
the qualified voters of their respective counties Cobb County the question of approval of 
a rapid transit contract between Cobb County the county submitting the question and the 
Authority, all in accordance with the provisions of Section 24 of this Act. The local 
governing body bodies of Cobb County these counties shall be authorized to execute such 
rapid transit contract prior to the holding of the referendum provided for in said Section 
24; provided, however, that such rapid transit contract shall not become valid and binding 
unless the same is approved by a majority of those voting in said referendum, which 
approval shall also be deemed approval of further participation in the Authority.  Upon 
approval of such rapid transit contract, Cobb County the county entering into such 
contract shall be a participant in the Authority, and its rights and responsibilities shall, 
insofar as possible, be the same as if it had participated in the Authority from its 
beginning, and the local governing body of Cobb County the county may then appoint 
two residents of Cobb County the county to the Board of Directors of the Authority, to 
serve a term ending on the 31st day of December in the fourth full year after the year in 
which the referendum approving said rapid transit contract was held, in which event the 
Board of Directors of the Authority shall, subsection (a) of this Section 6 to the contrary 
notwithstanding, be composed of 16 such additional members. 
(c) Reserved. 
(d)  Except for the ex officio members of the Board, no Except for the Executive Director 
of the Georgia Regional Transportation Authority, no person shall be appointed as a 
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member of the Board who holds any other public office or public employment except an 
office in the reserves of the armed forces of the United States or the National Guard; any 
member who accepts or enters upon any other public office or public employment shall 
be disqualified thereby to serve as a member. 
(e)  A local governing body may remove any member of the Board appointed by it for 
cause.  No member shall be thus removed unless he or she has been given a copy of the 
charges against him or her and an opportunity to be publicly heard in his or her own 
defense in person or by counsel with at least ten days' written notice to the member.  A 
member thus removed from office shall have the right to a judicial review of his the 
member's removal by an appeal to the superior court of the county of the local governing 
body which appointed him the member, but only on the ground of error of law or abuse 
of discretion. In case of abandonment of his the member's office, conviction of a crime 
involving moral turpitude or a plea of nolo contendere thereto, removal from office, or 
disqualification under subsection (d) hereof, the office of a member shall be vacant upon 
the declaration of the Board.  A member shall be deemed to have abandoned his the 
member's office upon failure to attend any regular or special meeting of the Board for a 
period of four months without excuse approved by a resolution of the Board, or upon 
removal of his the member's residence from the territory of the local governing body 
which appointed him the member. 
(f)  Each appointed member of the Board, except the Chairman Chairperson, shall be paid 
by the Authority a per diem allowance, in an amount equal to that provided by Code 
Section 45-7-21 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, as now in effect or as it may 
hereafter be amended, for each day on which that member attends an official meeting of 
the Board, of any committee of the Board, or of the Authority's Pension Committee, or 
Board of Ethics, or Arts Council; provided, however, that said per diem allowance shall 
not be paid to any such member for more than 130 52 days in any one calendar year.  If 
the Chairman Chairperson of the Board is an appointed member of the Board, the 
Chairman Chairperson shall be paid by the Authority a per diem allowance in the same 
amount for each day in which the Chairman Chairperson engages in official business of 
the Authority, including but not limited to attendance of any of the aforesaid meetings.  A 
member of the Board shall also be reimbursed for actual expenses incurred by that 
member in the performance of that members member's duties as authorized by the Board.  
A Board member shall not be allowed employee benefits authorized under Section 8(b). 
(g)  The Board shall elect one of its members as chairman chairperson and another as 
vice-chairman vice-chairperson for terms to expire on December 31 of each year to 
preside at meetings and perform such other duties as the Board may prescribe.  The 
presiding officer of the Board may continue to vote as any other member, 
notwithstanding his the member's duties as presiding officer, if he or she so desires. The 
Board shall also elect from its membership a secretary and a treasurer who shall serve 
terms expiring on December 31 of each year.  A member of the Board may hold only one 
office on the Board at any one time. 
(h)  The Board shall hold at least one meeting each month.  The Secretary of the Board 
shall give written notice to each member of the Board at least two days prior to any called 
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meeting that may be scheduled, and said Secretary shall be informed of the call of such 
meeting sufficiently in advance so as to provide for his giving notice as above.  A 
majority of the total membership of the Board, as it may exist at the time, shall constitute 
a quorum.  On any question presented, the number of members present shall be recorded.  
By affirmative vote of a majority of the members present, the Board may exercise all the 
powers and perform all the duties of the Board, except as otherwise hereinafter provided 
or as limited by its bylaws, and no vacancy on the original membership of the Board, or 
thereafter, shall impair the power of the Board to act. All meetings of the Board, its 
Executive Committee, or any committee appointed by the Board shall be subject to all 
provisions, except for Section 2(a), of an Act providing that all meetings of certain public 
bodies shall be open to the public, approved March 28, 1972 (Ga. L. 1972, p. 575), as 
now or hereafter amended Chapter 14 of Title 50 of the Official Code of Georgia 
Annotated." 
 

SECTION 2. 
Said Act is further amended by revising subsections (a) and (k) of Section 14 as follows: 

"(a)  Except in the acquisition of unique property which for any reason is unobtainable 
in the open market, and except as hereinafter otherwise provided, competitive bids shall 
be secured before any acquisition or disposition of properties by contract or otherwise 
is made by the Authority, or before any contract is awarded for construction, 
alterations, supplies, equipment, repairs or maintenance, or for rendering any services 
to the Authority, acquisitions shall be made from, and contracts awarded to, the lowest 
responsible bidder, and dispositions of property shall be made to the highest responsible 
bidder.  No acquisition of any unique property unobtainable in the open market shall be 
made without the express approval of the Board where the amount involved is 
$25,000.00 or more.  Nothing in this Section shall apply to contracts for professional 
services or to contracts for services of individuals or organizations not employed full 
time by the Authority but who are engaged primarily in the rendition of personal 
services and not the sale of goods and merchandise, such as but not limited to the 
services of attorneys, accountants, engineers, architects, consultants, and advisors; 
provided, however, that such contracts for professional services shall be solicited and 
awarded through a request for proposals following generally accepted government 
procurement standards or through procedures otherwise required by applicable federal 
law." 
"(k)  If the Authority issues an invitation to bid pursuant to this Section, and if the 
Authority then fails to receive at least one bid that conforms to the terms of its 
invitation for bids and which is also reasonable in price, then the Authority may 
negotiate an acquisition, disposition or contract where the amount involved is $5,000 or 
more.  No such negotiated acquisition, disposition or contract shall be made without the 
express approval of the Board and unless the negotiated price is reasonable.  Reserved." 

 
SECTION 3. 

Said Act is further amended by revising subsection (a) of Section 16 as follows: 
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"(a)  The Board shall make provision for a system of financial accounting and controls, 
audits and reports.  All accounting systems and records, auditing procedures and 
standards, and financial reporting shall conform to generally accepted principles of 
governmental accounting.  Copies of each financial report required under this Section 
shall be furnished posted on the website of the Authority and notice of such publication 
shall be delivered by electronic format to each local governing body of each 
participating local government in the metropolitan area as described in Section 6. All 
financial records, reports and documents of the Authority shall be public records and 
open to public inspection under reasonable regulations prescribed by the Board." 

 
SECTION 4. 

Said Act is further amended by revising subsection (c) of Section 17 as follows: 
"(c)  At the time and in the manner prescribed in subsection (b), insofar as applicable, 
the Board shall propose and adopt an annual capital improvements budget.  The 
proposed capital improvements budget shall show all capital improvement projects in 
process of completion, those to be undertaken during the ensuing fiscal year and those 
anticipated to be undertaken during the ensuing ten years.  The proposed capital 
improvements budget shall show all capital improvement projects completed during the 
preceding ten years as compared to those capital improvement projects that were 
planned and budgeted for in the capital improvement budgets from the preceding ten 
years.  The proposed budget shall also show the proposed method of financing each 
proposed project and the effect thereof on the debt structure of the Authority.  After a 
public hearing the Board shall review its proposed budget and on or before the last day 
of the fiscal year it shall adopt an annual capital improvements budget for the ensuing 
fiscal year. No contract for the purchase or construction of any capital improvement 
project shall be authorized, except to meet a public emergency certified as such by the 
Board, unless it is included in the annual capital improvements budget; however, the 
Board may propose and adopt an amendment to the annual capital improvements 
budget by following the procedure herein prescribed for adopting the original budget." 

 
SECTION 5. 

Said Act is further amended by revising subsection (i) of Section 25 as follows: 
"(i)  Use of Proceeds.  The proceeds of the tax levied pursuant to this Act shall be used 
solely by each local government to fulfill the obligations incurred in the contracts 
entered into with the Metropolitan Atlanta Rapid Transit Authority as contemplated in 
the Metropolitan Atlanta Rapid Transit Authority Act of 1965, as amended; provided, 
however, that no more than fifty percent (50%) of the annual proceeds of the tax shall 
be used to subsidize the operating costs of the system, exclusive of depreciation, 
amortization, and other costs and charges as provided in this subsection, until January 
1, 2002.  For the period beginning January 1, 2002, and ending June 30, 2002; and for 
each fiscal year commencing thereafter until December 31, 2008, no more than fifty-
five percent (55%) of the proceeds of the tax shall be used to subsidize the operating 
costs of the system, exclusive of depreciation, amortization, and other costs and charges 
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as provided in this subsection; and for the period beginning January 1, 2009, and ending 
June 30, 2009, and each fiscal year commencing thereafter until July 1, 2032, no more 
than fifty percent (50%) of the proceeds of the tax shall be used to subsidize the 
operating costs of the system, exclusive of depreciation, amortization, and other costs 
and charges as provided in this subsection;.  Such restrictions on the use of annual 
proceeds from local sales and use taxes shall be suspended beginning June 2, 2010, for 
a period of three years.  Further extensions of suspensions on restrictions described in 
this subsection may be granted as provided by general law.  Newly unrestricted funds 
shall be utilized, subject to total funding, to maintain the level of service for the transit 
system as it existed on January 1, 2010.  Furthermore, except as had been previously 
contracted to by the Authority prior to January 1, 2010, no funds newly unrestricted 
during this suspended period shall be used by the Authority to benefit any person or 
other entity for any of the following: annual cost-of-living or merit based salary raises 
or increases in hourly wages; increased overtime due to such wage increases; payment 
of bonuses; or to increase the level of benefits of any kind. except that if If the Board of 
the Metropolitan Atlanta Rapid Transit Authority shall fail to file with the Metropolitan 
Atlanta Rapid Transit Overview Committee annually, the original and 14 copies of a 
report of the findings of a completed management performance audit of the Authority's 
current operations, which audit that was performed under contract with and at the 
expense of the Authority, along with any auditor's recommendations based thereon and 
the auditor's signed written verification that the Metropolitan Atlanta Rapid Transit 
Authority fully cooperated with such audit and allowed access to all its books, records, 
and documents to the extent the auditor deemed necessary, then for the period 
beginning January 1, 2003, and ending June 30, 2003, and each fiscal year commencing 
thereafter until July 1, 2032, no more than fifty percent (50%) of the proceeds of the tax 
shall be used to subsidize the operating costs of the system, exclusive of depreciation, 
amortization, and other costs and charges as provided in this subsection.  For each fiscal 
year commencing on or after July 1, 2032, no more than sixty percent (60%) of the 
annual proceeds of the tax shall be used to subsidize the operating costs of the system, 
exclusive of depreciation, amortization, and other costs and charges as provided in this 
subsection; and commencing with July 1, 2032, and for every year thereafter, the 
proceeds of the tax shall not be used to subsidize operations of the transportation 
system to an extent greater than fifty percent (50%) of the operating costs of the system, 
exclusive of depreciation, amortization, and other costs and charges as provided in this 
subsection.  In adopting its annual budget, the Board of the Metropolitan Atlanta Rapid 
Transit Authority shall be authorized to rely upon estimates of all revenues, operating 
costs, patronage, and other factors which may affect the amount of the fare required to 
limit the operating subsidy herein provided for.  If the results of any year's operations 
reflect that the proceeds of the tax were used to subsidize operations to an extent greater 
than herein provided, the Board shall adjust fares in order to make up the deficit in 
operations during a period of not to exceed three (3) succeeding years.  If the results of 
operations in the Authority's fiscal year commencing July 1, 1980, or in any subsequent 
fiscal year reflect that the proceeds of the tax were not used to subsidize operations to 
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the maximum extent herein provided, the Board shall reserve any amounts that could 
have been used to subsidize operations in that fiscal year and later use said reserved 
amounts and any interest earned on said reserved amounts to provide an additional 
subsidy for operations in any future fiscal year or years.  The words 'operating costs of 
the system' for purposes of this subsection 25(i) are defined to include all of the costs of 
that division of the Authority directly involved and that portion of the nonoperating 
administrative costs of those divisions of the Authority indirectly involved, through the 
provision of support services, in providing mass transportation services for the 
metropolitan area, but exclusive of the costs of the division or divisions directly 
involved and that portion of the nonoperating administrative costs of those divisions 
indirectly involved, in the planning, design, acquisition, construction, and improvement 
of the rapid transit system, according to accepted principles of accounting, and also 
exclusive of the following costs: 

(1)  Nonrecurring costs and charges incurred in order to comply with any statute or 
regulation concerning either the protection or cleaning up of the environment, or 
accessibility by handicapped or disabled persons, or occupational health or safety, or 
compliance with any national or state emergencies, or with any judgment, decree, or 
order of any court or regulatory agency in implementation of any such statute or 
regulation; and 
(2)  In the case of leases of equipment or facilities that, according to generally 
accepted principles of accounting, would not be classified as capital leases, payments 
of rent, and other payments for the property subject to such leases or for the use 
thereof; provided that any costs for regular maintenance or repair of such equipment 
or facilities shall not be excluded. 

If any proceeds of the tax levied pursuant to this Act are held for the purpose of 
planning, designing, acquiring, or constructing additional facilities or equipment for or 
improvements to the rapid transit system and are invested, then all interest earned from 
such investments shall be used only for such purposes or for paying the principal of or 
interest on bonds or certificates issued for such purposes.  Commencing July 1, 1988, 
and until June 30, 2008, and only if expressly authorized by the board, interest earned 
on reserve funds set aside for rebuilding, repairing, or renovating facilities of the rapid 
transit system; for replacing, repairing, or renovating equipment or other capital assets 
thereof; or from the sale or other disposition of real property, may, without regard to the 
original source of the funds so reserved, be used to pay the operating costs of the 
system as such costs are defined in this subsection." 

 
SECTION 6. 

This Act shall become effective on January 1, 2013. 
 

SECTION 7. 
All laws and parts of laws in conflict with this Act are repealed.   
 
 The following amendment was read and adopted: 
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Representative Jacobs of the 80th et al. offer the following amendment: 
 
Amend the House Committee on Transportation substitute to HB 1052 (LC 39 0189S) by 
inserting after "Authority" on line 109 "and the planning director of the Department of 
Transportation" 
 
 The Committee substitute, as amended, was adopted. 
 
 The report of the Committee, which was favorable to the passage of the Bill, by 
substitute, was agreed to, as amended. 
 
 On the passage of the Bill, by substitute, as amended, the roll call was ordered and the 
vote was as follows: 
 
    Abdul-Salaam 
N Abrams 
Y Allison 
Y Amerson 
Y Anderson 
Y Ashe 
N Atwood 
Y Baker 
Y Battles 
N Beasley-Teague 
N Bell 
N Benfield 
Y Benton 
N Beverly 
Y Black 
Y Braddock 
Y Brockway 
N Brooks 
E Bruce 
N Bryant 
N Buckner 
Y Burns 
    Byrd 
Y Carson 
Y Carter 
Y Casas 
Y Channell 
Y Cheokas 
Y Clark, J 
Y Clark, V 
Y Coleman 
Y Collins 
Y Cooke 
Y Coomer 
Y Cooper 
N Crawford 

Y Davis 
N Dawkins-Haigler 
Y Dempsey 
N Dickerson 
Y Dickey 
Y Dickson 
Y Dobbs 
Y Dollar 
N Drenner 
Y Dudgeon 
N Dukes 
Y Dunahoo 
Y Dutton 
Y Ehrhart 
Y England 
N Epps, C 
Y Epps, J 
E Evans 
N Floyd 
N Fludd 
N Frazier 
N Fullerton 
N Gardner 
Y Geisinger 
Y Golick 
N Gordon 
Y Greene 
Y Hamilton 
Y Hanner 
Y Harbin 
Y Harden, B 
Y Harden, M 
Y Harrell 
Y Hatchett 
Y Hatfield 
N Heard 

N Heckstall 
Y Hembree 
N Henson 
Y Hightower 
Y Hill 
N Holcomb 
Y Holmes 
Y Holt 
Y Horne 
Y Houston 
N Howard 
Y Hudson 
N Hugley 
N Jackson 
Y Jacobs 
N James 
Y Jasperse 
Y Jerguson 
    Johnson 
Y Jones, J 
Y Jones, S 
N Jordan 
N Kaiser 
N Kendrick 
Y Kidd 
Y Knight 
Y Lane 
Y Lindsey 
N Long 
Y Maddox, B 
Y Maddox, G 
Y Manning 
N Marin 
Y Martin 
Y Maxwell 
N Mayo 

Y McBrayer 
Y McCall 
Y McKillip 
Y Meadows 
N Mitchell 
Y Morgan 
    Morris 
N Mosby 
N Murphy 
Y Neal, J 
N Neal, Y 
Y Nimmer 
Y Nix 
N Oliver 
Y O'Neal 
Y Pak 
N Parent 
Y Parrish 
Y Parsons 
Y Peake 
Y Powell, A 
Y Powell, J 
Y Pruett 
Y Purcell 
Y Ramsey 
N Randall 
N Reece 
Y Rice 
Y Riley 
Y Roberts 
Y Rogers, C 
Y Rogers, T 
Y Rynders 
E Scott, M 
N Scott, S 
Y Setzler 

Y Shaw 
E Sheldon  
Y Sims, B 
Y Sims, C 
N Smith, E 
Y Smith, K 
Y Smith, L 
Y Smith, R 
Y Smith, T 
N Smyre 
Y Spencer 
N Stephens, M 
Y Stephens, R 
N Stephenson 
Y Talton 
Y Tankersley 
Y Taylor, D 
N Taylor, R 
Y Taylor, T 
Y Teasley 
N Thomas 
    VACANT 
N Waites 
Y Watson 
Y Welch 
Y Weldon 
N Wilkerson 
Y Wilkinson 
Y Willard 
N Williams, A 
Y Williams, C 
N Williams, E 
N Williams, R 
Y Williamson 
Y Yates 
    Ralston, Speaker 
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 On the passage of the Bill, by substitute, as amended, the ayes were 115, nays 55. 
 
 The Bill, having received the requisite constitutional majority, was passed, by 
substitute, as amended. 
 
 Representative Fludd of the 66th stated that he inadvertently voted "nay" on the 
preceding roll call.  He wished to be recorded as voting "aye" thereon. 
 
 The following message was received from the Senate through Mr. Ewing, the 
Secretary thereof: 
 
Mr. Speaker: 
 
 The Senate has passed by the requisite constitutional majority the following bills of 
the Senate:   
 
SB 471. By Senators Hill of the 32nd and Gooch of the 51st: 

 
A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Chapter 29A of Title 33 of the Official 
Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to individual health insurance coverage, 
so as to provide for legislative intent; to authorize the Commissioner of 
Insurance to establish a coalition of other states to adopt an alternative policy 
approval process for comprehensive major medical policies; to authorize the 
Commissioner of Insurance to approve policies for sale in Georgia that 
comply with such alternative approval process standards under certain 
circumstances; to provide a definition; to authorize the Commissioner of 
Insurance to promulgate related rules and regulations; to provide for 
alternative dispute resolution; to provide for related matters; to repeal 
conflicting laws; and for other purposes.  
 

SB 493. By Senators Loudermilk of the 52nd, Rogers of the 21st, Mullis of the 53rd 
and Hill of the 32nd: 
 
A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Part 3 of Article 4 of Chapter 11 of 
Title 16 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to carrying and 
possession of firearms, so as to authorize persons who are between the ages of 
18 and 21 to carry firearms under certain circumstances; to provide for related 
matters; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.  
 

 Under the general order of business, established by the Committee on Rules, the 
following Bill of the House was taken up for consideration and read the third time: 
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HB 861. By Representatives Harden of the 28th, Ramsey of the 72nd, Allison of the 
8th, Dempsey of the 13th, McBrayer of the 153rd and others: 

 
A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Chapter 1 of Title 35 of the Official 
Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to law enforcement officers, so as to 
require law enforcement agencies to report drug related arrests to the 
Department of Human Services; to amend Article 1 of Chapter 4 of Title 49 
of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to general provisions for 
public assistance, so as to require drug testing for applicants and recipients of 
state administered TANF benefits; to provide for legislative intent; to provide 
for related matters; to provide for severability; to provide for an effective 
date and applicability; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.  
 

 The following Committee substitute was read and adopted: 
 

A BILL TO BE ENTITLED 
AN ACT 

 
To amend Article 1 of Chapter 4 of Title 49 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, 
relating to general provisions for public assistance, so as to require drug testing for 
applicants and recipients of state administered TANF benefits; to provide for legislative 
intent; to provide for related matters; to provide for severability; to provide for an 
effective date and applicability; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes. 
 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF GEORGIA: 
 

SECTION 1. 
WHEREAS, the citizens of this state have a great concern for the abuse of illegal 
substances by recipients of public benefits not only because such benefits are paid with 
limited public funds that are potentially wasted on illegal drug users, but also because of 
the need to identify and provide help to those who are caught in the trap of drug 
addiction; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Georgia General Assembly recognizes the importance of encouraging a 
drug-free lifestyle and believes that the state should discourage rather than support the 
abuse of illegal substances; and 
 
WHEREAS, the use of illegal drugs by those on the lower end of the economic scale 
makes it more likely that such persons will remain in poverty and commit other criminal 
offenses; and 
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WHEREAS, serious drug abuse by lower income parents is more likely to result in the 
children of impoverished families failing in school, developing emotional or behavior 
problems, and being neglected or abused; and 
 
WHEREAS, if the state is to take responsibility for breaking the tragic cycle of the 
interrelated conditions of poverty, crime, and drug abuse, then it is necessary and proper 
for the state to adopt a practice that will identify those substance abusers who receive 
state benefits rather than continuing to allow government tax dollars to support these self-
destructive behaviors. 
 
Therefore, the Georgia General Assembly by this Act adopts a just and effective means 
of identifying illegal drug users receiving public benefits. 
 

SECTION 2. 
Article 1 of Chapter 4 of Title 49 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to 
general provisions relating to public assistance, is amended by adding a new Code section 
to read as follows: 

"49-4-3.1. 
(a)  As used in this Code section, the term: 

(1)  'Applicant' means any person applying or reapplying for TANF benefits with the 
Department of Human Services or any public or private entity working on behalf of 
the department in the administration of TANF benefits. 
(2)  'Drug test' means the collection and testing of bodily fluids or other matter for the 
presence of marijuana or controlled substances administered in a manner equivalent to 
that required by the Mandatory Guidelines for Federal Workplace Drug Testing 
Programs (HHS Regulations 53 C.F.R. 11979, et seq., as amended) or other 
professionally valid procedures approved and adopted by the department.  The term 
'drug test' shall include any initial test or tests and any follow-up test required to meet 
or exceed federal or other professional standards for ensuring the accuracy of the 
testing process. 
(3)  'Failing a drug test' means test results indicating the presence of marijuana or a 
controlled substance in a person's system; provided, however, that where a person has 
a valid medical prescription for a controlled substance for which he or she tested 
positive, he or she shall not be considered to have failed a drug test for such 
substance. 
(4)  'Recipient' means a person currently receiving TANF benefits from or through the 
Department of Human Services. 
(5)  'TANF benefits' means state administered federal benefits under the Temporary 
Assistance For Needy Families (TANF) program but shall not include any public 
assistance related to the provision of medical care. 

(b)  Not later than July 1, 2013, the Department of Human Services shall institute a 
drug testing program for applicants of TANF benefits who are 18 years of age or older.  
The drug testing program for TANF benefits shall require that a drug test be 
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administered to each applicant for TANF benefits prior to the receipt of any such 
benefits. 
(c)  Contingent upon available funding, in addition to administering a drug test to 
applicants for TANF benefits, the department shall institute a random drug testing 
program for recipients of TANF benefits.  A recipient of TANF benefits shall submit, 
not less than once every two years, to the department's random drug testing program as 
a requirement for continued receipt of such benefits.  The department shall be 
responsible for ensuring that recipients chosen for drug testing are selected at random 
and not by any other criteria. 
(d)  The department shall deny TANF benefits to an applicant for or recipient of TANF 
benefits if the applicant or recipient fails a drug test. 
(e)  Failure of an applicant or recipient to comply with the drug testing requirements of 
this Code section or the rules and regulations of the department for the administration 
of such test shall be deemed to be equivalent to failing a drug test, and the applicant or 
recipient shall be denied or deemed ineligible to receive TANF benefits. 
(f)  A person denied TANF benefits for failing a drug test pursuant to this Code section 
may reapply for such benefits but shall be required to pass a drug test in the same 
manner as an original applicant for such benefits.  Any person failing a second drug test 
administered under the provisions of this Code section shall not be permitted to reapply 
for TANF benefits for a period of two years following the results of such test.  Any 
person failing a third drug test administered under the provisions of this Code section 
shall be indefinitely prohibited from reapplying for TANF benefits. 
(g)  The department shall be responsible for ensuring the confidentiality of any and all 
drug test results administered as part of the program.  Random drug test results shall be 
used only for the purpose of denying or determining eligibility for continued receipt of 
state public assistance, state administered federal public assistance, or both.  At no time 
shall drug test results be released to any public or private person or entity except as 
requested by the person tested. 
(h)  If a parent is deemed ineligible for TANF benefits as a result of failing a drug test 
conducted under this Code section, the dependent child's eligibility for TANF benefits 
shall not be affected.  An appropriate protective payee shall be designated and approved 
by the department to receive benefits on behalf of the child.  The parent may 
recommend another individual to receive benefits for the parent's minor child.  The 
recommended individual must be an immediate family member.  If an immediate 
family member is not available or the family member declines the option, another 
individual shall be designated and approved by the department.  The designated 
individual shall also undergo drug testing before being approved to receive benefits on 
behalf of the child.  If the designated individual fails a drug test, he or she shall be 
ineligible to receive benefits on behalf of the child. 
(i)  The department shall provide for an administrative hearing and interdepartmental 
appeal for review of the findings of the department to the commissioner or his or her 
designee.  A decision by the commissioner or his or her designee shall be considered a 
final agency decision.  A review of the final agency decision may be conducted by 
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appeal to the superior court of the county where the applicant or recipient resides.  An 
appeal of a final agency decision shall be filed within 30 days of the decision and such 
decision shall be affirmed provided there is any evidence to support the findings of the 
department.  The administrative appeal proceedings authorized under this subsection 
shall be conducted by the department and shall not be conducted by the Office of 
Administrative Hearings or any other agency outside of the department. 
(j)  The administrative costs of the drug test administered pursuant to this Code section 
shall be paid by the recipient of TANF benefits by deducting such costs from the 
benefits over a period of 12 months; provided, however, that a recipient of public 
benefits shall not be charged more than a total of $40.00 per drug test nor be required to 
pay for more than two tests in a two-year period. 
(k)  The results of any drug test done according to this Code section shall not be subject 
to disclosure under Article 4 of Chapter 18 of Title 50, relating to inspection of public 
records.  Such results shall not be used as a part of a criminal investigation or criminal 
prosecution.  Such results may not be used in a civil action or otherwise disclosed to 
any person or entity without the express written consent of the person tested or his or 
her heirs or legal representative.  All such records shall be destroyed five years after the 
date of the test. 
(l)  The department shall adopt rules and regulations for the administration of a drug 
testing program in accordance with the provisions of this Code section." 

 
SECTION 3. 

In the event any section, subsection, sentence, clause, or phrase of this Act shall be 
declared or adjudged invalid or unconstitutional, such adjudication shall in no manner 
affect the other sections, subsections, sentences, clauses, or phrases of this Act, which 
shall remain of full force and effect as if the section, subsection, sentence, clause, or 
phrase so declared or adjudged invalid or unconstitutional were not originally a part 
hereof.  The General Assembly declares that it would have passed the remaining parts of 
this Act if it had known that such part or parts hereof would be declared or adjudged 
invalid or unconstitutional. 
 

SECTION 4. 
This Act shall become effective on January 1, 2013, and shall apply to applicants or 
recipients of TANF benefits on or after July 1, 2013. 
 

SECTION 5. 
All laws and parts of laws in conflict with this Act are repealed.   
 
 The report of the Committee, which was favorable to the passage of the Bill, by 
substitute, was agreed to. 
 
 On the passage of the Bill, by substitute, the roll call was ordered and the vote was as 
follows: 
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N Abdul-Salaam 
N Abrams 
Y Allison 
Y Amerson 
Y Anderson 
N Ashe 
Y Atwood 
N Baker 
Y Battles 
N Beasley-Teague 
N Bell 
N Benfield 
Y Benton 
N Beverly 
Y Black 
Y Braddock 
Y Brockway 
N Brooks 
E Bruce 
N Bryant 
N Buckner 
Y Burns 
Y Byrd 
Y Carson 
Y Carter 
Y Casas 
Y Channell 
Y Cheokas 
Y Clark, J 
Y Clark, V 
Y Coleman 
Y Collins 
Y Cooke 
Y Coomer 
Y Cooper 
Y Crawford 

Y Davis 
N Dawkins-Haigler 
Y Dempsey 
N Dickerson 
Y Dickey 
Y Dickson 
N Dobbs 
Y Dollar 
N Drenner 
Y Dudgeon 
N Dukes 
Y Dunahoo 
Y Dutton 
Y Ehrhart 
Y England 
N Epps, C 
Y Epps, J 
E Evans 
N Floyd 
N Fludd 
N Frazier 
N Fullerton 
N Gardner 
Y Geisinger 
Y Golick 
N Gordon 
    Greene 
Y Hamilton 
Y Hanner 
Y Harbin 
Y Harden, B 
Y Harden, M 
Y Harrell 
Y Hatchett 
Y Hatfield 
N Heard 

N Heckstall 
Y Hembree 
N Henson 
Y Hightower 
Y Hill 
N Holcomb 
Y Holmes 
Y Holt 
Y Horne 
Y Houston 
N Howard 
N Hudson 
N Hugley 
Y Jackson 
Y Jacobs 
N James 
Y Jasperse 
Y Jerguson 
N Johnson 
Y Jones, J 
N Jones, S 
N Jordan 
N Kaiser 
N Kendrick 
N Kidd 
Y Knight 
Y Lane 
Y Lindsey 
N Long 
Y Maddox, B 
Y Maddox, G 
Y Manning 
N Marin 
Y Martin 
Y Maxwell 
N Mayo 

Y McBrayer 
Y McCall 
Y McKillip 
Y Meadows 
N Mitchell 
N Morgan 
Y Morris 
N Mosby 
N Murphy 
E Neal, J 
N Neal, Y 
Y Nimmer 
Y Nix 
N Oliver 
Y O'Neal 
Y Pak 
N Parent 
Y Parrish 
Y Parsons 
Y Peake 
Y Powell, A 
Y Powell, J 
Y Pruett 
Y Purcell 
Y Ramsey 
N Randall 
Y Reece 
Y Rice 
Y Riley 
Y Roberts 
Y Rogers, C 
Y Rogers, T 
Y Rynders 
E Scott, M  
N Scott, S 
Y Setzler 

Y Shaw 
Y Sheldon 
Y Sims, B 
Y Sims, C 
N Smith, E 
Y Smith, K 
Y Smith, L 
Y Smith, R 
Y Smith, T 
N Smyre 
Y Spencer 
N Stephens, M 
Y Stephens, R 
N Stephenson 
Y Talton 
Y Tankersley 
Y Taylor, D 
N Taylor, R 
Y Taylor, T 
Y Teasley 
N Thomas 
    VACANT 
N Waites 
Y Watson 
Y Welch 
Y Weldon 
N Wilkerson 
Y Wilkinson 
Y Willard 
N Williams, A 
Y Williams, C 
N Williams, E 
Y Williams, R 
Y Williamson 
Y Yates 
    Ralston, Speaker 

   
 On the passage of the Bill, by substitute, the ayes were 114, nays 59. 
 
 The Bill, having received the requisite constitutional majority, was passed, by 
substitute. 
 
 The Speaker announced the House in recess until 7:15 o'clock, this evening. 
 
 The Speaker called the House to order. 
 
 The following messages were received from the Senate through Mr. Ewing, the 
Secretary thereof: 
 
Mr. Speaker: 
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 The Senate has passed by the requisite constitutional majority the following bills of 
the Senate:   
 
SB 379. By Senators Chance of the 16th, Mullis of the 53rd, Stoner of the 6th, Jackson 

of the 2nd, Albers of the 56th and others: 
 
A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Part 5 of Article 3 of Chapter 12 of 
Title 44 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to pawnbrokers, 
so as to provide for limitations regarding certain fees or taxes for pawnbroker 
transactions; to provide for related matters; to provide for an effective date; to 
repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.  
 

SB 489. By Senators Mullis of the 53rd, Unterman of the 45th, Albers of the 56th, 
Rogers of the 21st, Gooch of the 51st and others: 
 
A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Chapter 11 of Title 31 of the Official 
Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to emergency medical services, so as to 
require the Georgia Trauma Care Network Commission to report annually to 
the House and Senate Committees on Health and Human Services 
documenting certain outcomes and verifying certain expenditures of funds; to 
provide for related matters; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.  
 

SB 506. By Senator Mullis of the 53rd: 
 
A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Chapter 21 of Title 50 of the Official 
Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to waiver of sovereign immunity, so as to 
provide that state immunity extends to certain health care providers engaged 
in graduate medical education training programs in certain Georgia medical 
facilities; to provide for related matters; to repeal conflicting laws; and other 
purposes.  
 

 The Senate has adopted by the requisite constitutional majority the following 
resolution of the Senate:   
 
SR 873. By Senators Gooch of the 51st, Miller of the 49th, Williams of the 19th, 

Jeffares of the 17th, Staton of the 18th and others: 
 
A RESOLUTION authorizing the granting of restrictive easements, 
nonexclusive easements for operation and maintenance of facilities, utilities, 
and ingress and egress in, on, over, under, upon, across, or through property 
owned by the State of Georgia in Bartow, Bibb, Butts, Chatham, Clinch, 
Douglas, Fulton, Gordon, Hall, Houston, McDuffie, Newton, Tattnall, and 
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Ware County; to provide for an effective date; to repeal conflicting laws; and 
for other purposes.  
 

Mr. Speaker: 
 
 The Senate has adopted by the requisite constitutional majority the following 
resolution of the Senate:   
 
SR 843. By Senator Mullis of the 53rd: 

 
A RESOLUTION honoring the life of Mr. Bert Ward and dedicating a bridge 
in his memory; and for other purposes.  
 

 The following report of the Committee on Rules was read and adopted: 
 

HOUSE SUPPLEMENTAL RULES CALENDAR 
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 7, 2012 

 
Mr. Speaker and Members of the House: 
 
 The Committee on Rules has fixed the calendar for this 30th Legislative Day as 
enumerated below: 

 
DEBATE CALENDAR 

Open Rule 
 
None 
 
Modified Open Rule 
 
HB 534 Eligibility requirements; probate court clerks; modify provisions 

(Substitute) (Judy-Fullerton-151st) 
HB 681 Food sales and service establishments; revise definitions; exempt certain 

activities (Substitute) (A&CA-Dickerson-95th) 
HB 684 Natural Resources, Department of; transfer certain responsibilities for state 

parks to local governing authorities; authorize (Substitute) (GF&P-
Buckner-130th) 

HB 792 Nonpublic Postsecondary Educational Institutions Act of 1990; operate by 
means of accreditation; provide authorization (HEd-Casas-103rd) 

HB 946 Mortgage lenders and brokers; certain mortgage activities without a license; 
prohibit (B&B-Teasley-38th) 

HB 961 Homeowners' Solar Bill of Rights; enact (Substitute) (Judy-Drenner-86th) 
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HB 1093 Crimes and offenses; removal of shopping carts and required posting of 
Code section in stores and markets; change provisions (JudyNC-Braddock-
19th) 

 
Modified Structured Rule 
 
HB 651 Charter system earnings; full-time equivalent student; repeal (Ed-Maxwell-

17th) (AM# 33 1185) 
HB 685 Dogs; dangerous and vicious; extensively revise provisions (Substitute) 

(JudyNC-Maddox-172nd) (AM# 29 2000) 
HB 822 Georgia Taxpayer Protection False Claims Act; enact (Substitute) (Judy-

Lindsey-54th) 
HB 940 Georgia Public Defender Standards Council; pay attorney in event of 

conflict of interest in capital cases; change certain provisions (Substitute) 
(JudyNC-Pak-102nd) 

HB 1048 Civil practice; who may serve process; change provisions (Substitute) 
(Judy-Willard-49th) 

HB 1066 Alcoholic beverages; licenses; change certain provisions (Substitute) (RegI-
Williams-4th) (AM# 36 0352) 

HB 1089 Local government; zoning proposal review procedures; repeal section and 
reserve (Judy-Carson-43rd) 

HB 1110 Health; penalties relative to owning or operating of unlicensed personal 
care homes; revise provisions (Substitute) (H&HS-Cooper-41st) 

HB 1132 Fair Business Practices Act of 1975; oversight by administrator of certain 
telemarketing practices; provide (Substitute) (Judy-Dickey-136th) 

HB 1165 Taxation; unreturned property; eliminate population provisions; provide 
penalties (W&M-Clark-98th) 

HR 1237 Federal government; cease collection of motor fuel taxes in Georgia; urge 
(Trans-Martin-47th) 

 
Structured Rule 
 
HB 1027 Revenue and taxation; tax credit for film or video production in Georgia; 

change certain provisions (Substitute) (W&M-Stephens-164th) 
 

 Bills and Resolutions on this calendar may be called in any order the Speaker 
desires. 
 
       Respectfully submitted, 
            /s/ Meadows of the 5th 
       Chairman 
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 Under the general order of business, established by the Committee on Rules, the 
following Bills of the House were taken up for consideration and read the third time: 
 
HB 1027. By Representatives Stephens of the 164th, Parrish of the 156th, Carter of the 

175th, Hatchett of the 143rd and Dollar of the 45th: 
 

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Title 48 of the Official Code of 
Georgia Annotated, relating to revenue and taxation, so as to change certain 
provisions relating to the tax credit for film or video production in Georgia; 
to change certain provisions relating to the exemptions from sales and use tax 
for film producers and film production companies; to provide for related 
matters; to provide for an effective date and applicability; to repeal 
conflicting laws; and for other purposes.  
 

 The following Committee substitute was read and adopted: 
 

A BILL TO BE ENTITLED 
AN ACT 

 
To amend Title 48 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to revenue and 
taxation, so as to change certain provisions relating to the tax credit for film, video, or 
interactive entertainment production in Georgia; to provide for related matters; to provide 
for an effective date and applicability; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes. 
 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF GEORGIA: 
 

SECTION 1. 
Title 48 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to revenue and taxation, is 
amended by revising Code Section 48-7-40.26, relating to a tax credit for film or video 
production in Georgia, as follows: 

"48-7-40.26. 
(a)  This Code section shall be known and may be cited as the 'Georgia Entertainment 
Industry Investment Act.' 
(b)  As used in this Code section, the term: 

(1)  'Affiliates' means those entities that are included in the production company's or 
qualified interactive entertainment production company's affiliated group as defined 
in Section 1504(a) of the Internal Revenue Code and all other entities that are directly 
or indirectly owned 50 percent or more by members of the affiliated group. 
(2)  'Base investment' means the aggregate funds actually invested and expended by a 
production company or qualified interactive entertainment production company as 
production expenditures incurred in this state that are directly used in a state certified 
production or productions. 
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(3)  'Multimarket commercial distribution' means paid commercial distribution which 
extends to markets outside the State of Georgia. 
(4)  'Production company' means a company, other than a qualified interactive 
entertainment production company, primarily engaged in qualified production 
activities which have been approved by the Department of Economic Development.  
This term shall not mean or include any form of business owned, affiliated, or 
controlled, in whole or in part, by any company or person which is in default on any 
tax obligation of the state, or a loan made by the state or a loan guaranteed by the 
state. 
(5)  'Production expenditures' means preproduction, production, and postproduction 
expenditures incurred in this state that are directly used in a qualified production 
activity, including without limitation the following: set construction and operation; 
wardrobes, make-up, accessories, and related services; costs associated with 
photography and sound synchronization, lighting, and related services and materials; 
editing and related services; rental of facilities and equipment; leasing of vehicles; 
costs of food and lodging; digital or tape editing, film processing, transfers of film to 
tape or digital format, sound mixing, computer graphics services, special effects 
services, and animation services; total aggregate payroll; airfare, if purchased through 
a Georgia based travel agency or travel company; insurance costs and bonding, if 
purchased through a Georgia based insurance agency; and other direct costs of 
producing the project in accordance with generally accepted entertainment industry 
practices.  This term shall not include postproduction expenditures for footage shot 
outside the State of Georgia, marketing, story rights, or and distribution, but shall not 
affect other qualified story rights.  This term includes payments to a loan-out 
company by a production company or qualified interactive entertainment production 
company that has met its withholding tax obligations as set out below.  The 
production company or qualified interactive entertainment production company shall 
withhold Georgia income tax at the rate of 6 percent on all payments to loan-out 
companies for services performed in Georgia.  Any amounts so withheld shall be 
deemed to have been withheld by the loan-out company on wages paid to its 
employees for services performed in Georgia pursuant to Article 5 of Chapter 7 of this 
title notwithstanding the exclusion provided in subparagraph (K) of paragraph (10) of 
Code Section 48-7-100.  The amounts so withheld shall be allocated to the loan-out 
company's employees based on the payments made to the loan-out company's 
employees for services performed in Georgia.  For purposes of this chapter, loan-out 
company nonresident employees performing services in Georgia shall be considered 
taxable nonresidents and the loan-out company shall be subject to income taxation in 
the taxable year in which the loan-out company's employees perform services in 
Georgia, notwithstanding any other provisions in this chapter.  Such withholding 
liability shall be subject to penalties and interest in the same manner as the employee 
withholding taxes imposed by Article 5 of Chapter 7 and the commissioner shall 
provide by regulation the manner in which such liability shall be assessed and 
collected. 
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(6)  'Qualified Georgia promotion' means a qualified promotion of this state approved 
by the Department of Economic Development consisting of a: 

(A)  Qualified movie production which includes an approximately a five-second 
long static or animated logo that promotes Georgia within its presentation and all 
promotional trailers worldwide in the end credits before the below-the-line crew 
crawl for the life of the project and which includes a link to Georgia on the project's 
web page; 
(B)  Qualified TV production which includes an imbedded embedded five-second 
long Georgia promotion during each broadcast half hour worldwide for the life of 
the project and which includes a link to Georgia on the project's web page; 
(C)  Qualified music video which includes the Georgia logo at the end of each video 
and within online promotions; or 
(D)  Qualified interactive game which includes a 15 second long Georgia 
advertisement in units sold and imbedded embedded in online promotions. 

(7)  'Qualified interactive entertainment production company' means a company 
whose gross income is less than $100 million that is primarily engaged in qualified 
production activities related to interactive entertainment which has been approved by 
the Department of Economic Development.  This term shall not mean or include any 
form of business owned, affiliated, or controlled, in whole or in part, by any company 
or person which is in default on any tax obligation of the state, or a loan made by the 
state or a loan guaranteed by the state. 
(7)(8)  'Qualified production activities' means the production of new film, video, or 
digital projects produced in this state and approved by the Department of Economic 
Development, such as including only the following: feature films, series, pilots, 
movies for television, televised commercial advertisements, music videos, interactive 
entertainment or sound recording projects used in feature films, series, pilots, or 
movies for television.  Such activities shall include projects recorded in this state, in 
whole or in part, in either short or long form, animation and music, fixed on a delivery 
system which includes without limitation film, videotape, computer disc, laser disc, 
and any element of the digital domain, from which the program is viewed or 
reproduced, and which is intended for multimarket commercial distribution via 
theaters, video on demand, direct to DVD, licensing for exhibition by individual 
television stations, groups of stations, networks, cable television stations, or public 
broadcasting stations, corporations, live venues, the Internet, or any other channel of 
exhibition.  Such term shall not include the production of television coverage of news 
and athletic events, local interest programming, instructional videos, corporate videos, 
or projects not shot, recorded, or originally created in Georgia. 
(8)(9)  'Resident' means an individual as designated pursuant to paragraph (10) of 
Code Section 48-7-1, as amended. 
(9)(10)  'State certified production' means a production engaged in qualified 
production activities which have been approved by the Department of Economic 
Development in accordance with regulations promulgated pursuant to this Code 
section.  In the instance of a 'work for hire' in which one production company or 
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qualified interactive entertainment production company hires another production 
company or qualified interactive entertainment production company to produce a 
project or contribute elements of a project for pay, the hired company shall be 
considered a service provider for the hiring company, and the hiring company shall be 
entitled to the film tax credit. 
(10)(11)  'Total aggregate payroll' means the total sum expended by a production 
company or qualified interactive entertainment production company on salaries paid 
to employees working within this state in a state certified production or productions.  
For purposes of this paragraph: 

(A)  With respect to a single employee, the portion of any salary which exceeds 
$500,000.00 for a single production shall not be included when calculating total 
aggregate payroll; and 
(B)  All payments to a single employee and any legal entity in which the employee 
has any direct or indirect ownership interest shall be considered as having been paid 
to the employee and shall be aggregated regardless of the means of payment or 
distribution. 

(c)  For any production company or qualified interactive entertainment production 
company and its affiliates that invest in a state certified production approved by the 
Department of Economic Development and whose average annual total production 
expenditures in this state did not exceed $30 million for 2002, 2003, and 2004, there 
shall be allowed an income tax credit against the tax imposed under this article.  The 
tax credit under this subsection shall be allowed if the base investment in this state 
equals or exceeds $500,000.00 for qualified production activities and shall be 
calculated as follows: 

(1)  The production company or qualified interactive entertainment production 
company shall be allowed a tax credit equal to 20 percent of the base investment in 
this state; and 
(2)  The production company or qualified interactive entertainment production 
company shall be allowed an additional tax credit equal to 10 percent of such base 
investment if the qualified production activity includes a qualified Georgia promotion.  
If the inclusion of the Georgia promotional logo is prohibited by the Children's 
Television Act, any other local, state, or federal government policy, or cannot be 
satisfied due to prior contractual agreements, the production company or qualified 
interactive entertainment production company may offer alternative marketing 
opportunities to be evaluated by the Georgia Department of Economic Development 
to ensure that they offer equal or greater promotional value to the State of Georgia. 

(d)  For any production company or qualified interactive entertainment production 
company and its affiliates that invest in a state certified production approved by the 
Department of Economic Development and whose average annual total production 
expenditures in this state exceeded $30 million for 2002, 2003, and 2004, there shall be 
allowed an income tax credit against the tax imposed under this article.  For purposes of 
this subsection, the excess base investment in this state is computed by taking the 
current year production expenditures in a state certified production and subtracting the 
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average of the annual total production expenditures for 2002, 2003, and 2004.  The tax 
credit shall be calculated as follows: 

(1)  If the excess base investment in this state equals or exceeds $500,000.00, the 
production company or qualified interactive entertainment production company and 
its affiliates shall be allowed a tax credit of 20 percent of such excess base 
investment; and 
(2)  The production company or qualified interactive entertainment production 
company and its affiliates shall be allowed an additional tax credit equal to 10 percent 
of the excess base investment if the qualified production activities include a qualified 
Georgia promotion.  If the inclusion of the Georgia promotional logo is prohibited by 
the Children's Television Act, any other local, state, or federal government policy, or 
cannot be satisfied due to prior contractual agreements, the production company or 
qualified interactive entertainment production company may offer marketing 
opportunities to be evaluated by the Georgia Department of Economic Development 
to ensure that they offer equal or greater promotional value to the State of Georgia. 
(e)(1)  In no event shall the aggregate amount of tax credits allowed under this Code 
section for qualified interactive entertainment production companies and affiliates 
exceed $25 million.  The maximum credit for any qualified interactive entertainment 
production company and its affiliates shall be $5 million. 
(2)  The commissioner shall allow the tax credits for qualified interactive 
entertainment production companies on a first come, first served basis based on the 
date the credits are claimed.  When the $25 million cap is reached, the tax credit for 
qualified interactive entertainment production companies shall expire. 
(e)(f)(1)  Where the amount of such credit or credits exceeds the production 
company's or qualified interactive entertainment production company's liability for 
such taxes in a taxable year, the excess may be taken as a credit against such 
production company's or qualified interactive entertainment production company's 
quarterly or monthly payment under Code Section 48-7-103.  Each employee whose 
employer receives credit against such production company's or qualified interactive 
entertainment production company's quarterly or monthly payment under Code 
Section 48-7-103 shall receive credit against his or her income tax liability under 
Code Section 48-7-20 for the corresponding taxable year for the full amount which 
would be credited against such liability prior to the application of the credit provided 
for in this subsection.  Credits against quarterly or monthly payments under Code 
Section 48-7-103 and credits against liability under Code Section 48-7-20 established 
by this subsection shall not constitute income to the production company or qualified 
interactive entertainment production company. 
(2)  If a production company and its affiliates, or a qualified interactive entertainment 
production company and its affiliates, claim the credit authorized under Code Section 
48-7-40, 48-7-40.1, 48-7-40.17, or 48-7-40.18, then the production company and its 
affiliates, or the qualified interactive entertainment production company and its 
affiliates, will only be allowed to claim the credit authorized under this Code section 
to the extent that the Georgia resident employees included in the credit calculation 
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authorized under this Code section and taken by the production company and its 
affiliates, or the qualified interactive entertainment production company and its 
affiliates, on such tax return under this Code section have been permanently excluded 
from the credit authorized under Code Section 48-7-40, 48-7-40.1, 48-7-40.17, or 48-
7-40.18. 

(f)(g)  Any tax credits with respect to a state certified production earned by a 
production company or qualified interactive entertainment production company and 
previously claimed but not used by such production company or qualified interactive 
entertainment production company against its income tax may be transferred or sold in 
whole or in part by such production company or qualified interactive entertainment 
production company to another Georgia taxpayer, subject to the following conditions: 

(1)  Such production company or qualified interactive entertainment production 
company may make only a single transfer or sale of tax credits earned in a taxable 
year; however, the transfer or sale may involve one or more transferees; 
(2)  Such production company or qualified interactive entertainment production 
company shall submit to the Department of Economic Development and to the 
Department of Revenue a written notification of any transfer or sale of tax credits 
within 30 days after the transfer or sale of such tax credits.  The notification shall 
include such production company's or qualified interactive entertainment production 
company's tax credit balance prior to transfer, the credit certificate number, the 
remaining balance after transfer, all tax identification numbers for each transferee, the 
date of transfer, the amount transferred, and any other information required by the 
Department of Economic Development or the Department of Revenue; 
(3)  Failure to comply with this subsection shall result in the disallowance of the tax 
credit until the production company or qualified interactive entertainment production 
company is in full compliance; 
(4)  The transfer or sale of this tax credit does not extend the time in which such tax 
credit can be used.  The carry-forward period for tax credit that is transferred or sold 
shall begin on the date on which the tax credit was originally earned; 
(5)  A transferee shall have only such rights to claim and use the tax credit that were 
available to such production company or qualified interactive entertainment 
production company at the time of the transfer, except for the use of the credit in 
paragraph (1) of subsection (e)(f) of this Code section.  To the extent that such 
production company or qualified interactive entertainment production company did 
not have rights to claim or use the tax credit at the time of the transfer, the Department 
of Revenue shall either disallow the tax credit claimed by the transferee or recapture 
the tax credit from the transferee.  The transferee's recourse is against such production 
company or qualified interactive entertainment production company; and 
(6)  The transferee must acquire the tax credits in this Code section for a minimum of 
60 percent of the amount of the tax credits so transferred. 

(g)(h)  The credit granted under this Code section shall be subject to the following 
conditions and limitations: 
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(1)  The credit may be taken beginning with the taxable year in which the production 
company or qualified interactive entertainment production company has met the 
investment requirement.  For each year in which such production company or 
qualified interactive entertainment production company either claims or transfers the 
credit, the production company or qualified interactive entertainment production 
company shall attach a schedule to the production company's or qualified interactive 
entertainment production company's Georgia income tax return which will set forth 
the following information, as a minimum: 

(A)  A description of the qualified production activities, along with the certification 
from the Department of Economic Development; 
(B)  A detailed listing of the employee names, social security numbers, and Georgia 
wages when salaries are included in the base investment; 
(C)  The amount of tax credit claimed for the taxable year; 
(D)  Any tax credit previously taken by the production company or qualified 
interactive entertainment production company against Georgia income tax liabilities 
or the production company's or qualified interactive entertainment production 
company's quarterly or monthly payments under Code Section 48-7-103; 
(E)  The amount of tax credit carried over from prior years; 
(F)  The amount of tax credit utilized by the production company or qualified 
interactive entertainment production company in the current taxable year; and 
(G)  The amount of tax credit to be carried over to subsequent tax years; 

(2)  In the initial year in which the production company or qualified interactive 
entertainment production company claims the credit granted in this Code section, the 
production company or qualified interactive entertainment production company shall 
include in the description of the qualified production activities required by 
subparagraph (A) of paragraph (1) of this subsection information which demonstrates 
that the activities included in the base investment or excess base investment equal or 
exceed $500,000.00 during such year; and 
(3)  In no event shall the amount of the tax credit under this Code section for a taxable 
year exceed the production company's or qualified interactive entertainment 
production company's income tax liability.  Any unused credit amount shall be 
allowed to be carried forward for five years from the close of the taxable year in 
which the investment occurred.  No such credit shall be allowed the production 
company or qualified interactive entertainment production company against prior 
years' tax liability. 

(h)(i)  The Department of Economic Development shall determine through the 
promulgation of rules and regulations what projects qualify for the tax credits 
authorized under this Code section.  Certification shall be submitted to the state revenue 
commissioner. 
(i)(j)  The state revenue commissioner shall promulgate such rules and regulations as 
are necessary to implement and administer this Code section. 
(j)(k)  Any production company or qualified interactive entertainment production 
company claiming, transferring, or selling the tax credit shall be required to reimburse 
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the Department of Revenue for any department initiated audits relating to the tax credit.  
This subsection shall not apply to routine tax audits of a taxpayer which may include 
the review of the credit provided in this Code section." 

 
SECTION 2. 

This Act shall become effective upon its approval by the Governor or upon its becoming 
law without such approval and shall be applicable to all tax years beginning on or after 
January 1, 2013. 
 

SECTION 3. 
All laws and parts of laws in conflict with this Act are repealed.   
 
 Pursuant to Rule 133, Representative Dudgeon of the 24th was excused from voting 
on HB 1027. 
 
 The report of the Committee, which was favorable to the passage of the Bill, by 
substitute, was agreed to. 
 
 On the passage of the Bill, by substitute, the roll call was ordered and the vote was as 
follows: 
 
    Abdul-Salaam 
Y Abrams 
Y Allison 
Y Amerson 
Y Anderson 
Y Ashe 
Y Atwood 
Y Baker 
    Battles 
Y Beasley-Teague 
Y Bell 
Y Benfield 
Y Benton 
Y Beverly 
Y Black 
Y Braddock 
Y Brockway 
Y Brooks 
E Bruce 
Y Bryant 
Y Buckner 
Y Burns 
    Byrd 
Y Carson 
Y Carter 
Y Casas 
Y Channell 
Y Cheokas 
Y Clark, J 

Y Davis 
Y Dawkins-Haigler 
Y Dempsey 
Y Dickerson 
Y Dickey 
Y Dickson 
Y Dobbs 
Y Dollar 
Y Drenner 
    Dudgeon 
Y Dukes 
Y Dunahoo 
Y Dutton 
Y Ehrhart 
Y England 
Y Epps, C 
Y Epps, J 
E Evans 
Y Floyd 
Y Fludd 
    Frazier 
Y Fullerton 
Y Gardner 
Y Geisinger 
Y Golick 
    Gordon 
Y Greene 
Y Hamilton 
    Hanner 

Y Heckstall 
Y Hembree 
Y Henson 
Y Hightower 
    Hill 
Y Holcomb 
Y Holmes 
Y Holt 
Y Horne 
Y Houston 
Y Howard 
E Hudson 
Y Hugley 
    Jackson 
Y Jacobs 
Y James 
Y Jasperse 
    Jerguson 
Y Johnson 
Y Jones, J 
Y Jones, S 
Y Jordan 
Y Kaiser 
Y Kendrick 
Y Kidd 
Y Knight 
Y Lane 
Y Lindsey 
Y Long 

Y McBrayer 
Y McCall 
Y McKillip 
Y Meadows 
Y Mitchell 
Y Morgan 
E Morris 
Y Mosby 
Y Murphy 
Y Neal, J 
Y Neal, Y 
Y Nimmer 
Y Nix 
Y Oliver 
Y O'Neal 
Y Pak 
Y Parent 
Y Parrish 
Y Parsons 
Y Peake 
    Powell, A 
Y Powell, J 
Y Pruett 
Y Purcell 
Y Ramsey 
Y Randall 
Y Reece 
Y Rice 
Y Riley 

Y Shaw 
Y Sheldon 
Y Sims, B 
Y Sims, C 
Y Smith, E 
Y Smith, K 
Y Smith, L 
Y Smith, R 
Y Smith, T 
    Smyre 
Y Spencer 
Y Stephens, M 
Y Stephens, R 
Y Stephenson 
Y Talton 
Y Tankersley 
Y Taylor, D 
Y Taylor, R 
Y Taylor, T 
Y Teasley 
Y Thomas 
    VACANT 
Y Waites 
Y Watson 
Y Welch 
    Weldon 
Y Wilkerson 
Y Wilkinson 
Y Willard 
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Y Clark, V 
Y Coleman 
    Collins 
Y Cooke 
Y Coomer 
Y Cooper 
Y Crawford 

    Harbin 
Y Harden, B 
Y Harden, M 
Y Harrell 
Y Hatchett 
Y Hatfield 
Y Heard 

Y Maddox, B 
Y Maddox, G 
Y Manning 
    Marin 
Y Martin 
Y Maxwell 
Y Mayo 

Y Roberts 
    Rogers, C 
Y Rogers, T 
Y Rynders 
E Scott, M  
Y Scott, S 
    Setzler 

Y Williams, A 
Y Williams, C 
    Williams, E 
Y Williams, R 
Y Williamson 
Y Yates 
    Ralston, Speaker 

   
 On the passage of the Bill, by substitute, the ayes were 154, nays 0. 
 
 The Bill, having received the requisite constitutional majority, was passed, by 
substitute. 
 
HB 651. By Representatives Maxwell of the 17th, Dickson of the 6th, Ashe of the 

56th, Amerson of the 9th, Neal of the 1st and others: 
 

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Part 4 of Article 6 of Chapter 2 of 
Title 20 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to financing 
under the "Quality Basic Education Act," so as to repeal Code Section 20-2-
165.1, relating to charter system earnings for each full-time equivalent 
student; to provide for related matters; to repeal conflicting laws; and for 
other purposes.  
 

 The following amendment was read and adopted: 
 
Representative Maxwell of the 17th offers the following amendment: 
 
Amend HB 651 by striking lines 1 through 58 and inserting in lieu thereof the following: 

To amend Chapter 2 of Title 20 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to 
elementary and secondary education, so as to revise a Code section relating to 
additional charter system earnings for each full-time equivalent student; to provide a 
grandfather provision; to revise provisions for purposes of conformity; to provide for 
related matters; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes. 

 
BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF GEORGIA: 

 
SECTION 1. 

Chapter 2 of Title 20 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to elementary 
and secondary education, is amended by revising Code Section 20-2-165.1, relating to 
additional charter system earnings for each full-time equivalent student, as follows: 

"20-2-165.1. 
(a)  In addition to the amounts earned by a charter system pursuant to subsection (b) of 
Code Section 20-2-161, a charter system shall earn 3.785 percent of the base amount 
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established pursuant to subsection (a) of Code Section 20-2-161 for each full-time 
equivalent student in each school within the charter system. 
(b)  This Code section shall only apply to local school systems which were charter 
systems as of January 1, 2012; provided, however, that such charter systems shall only 
be eligible to receive funds pursuant to this Code section through the end of the term of 
their charter which was in effect on January 1, 2012." 

 
SECTION 2. 

Said chapter is further amended by revising subsection (a) of Code Section 20-2-166, 
relating to the calculation, allotment, and distribution of state funds, as follows: 

"(a)  The State Board of Education shall calculate the total amount of state funds to be 
allotted to a local school system by: 

(1)  Adding the amount calculated for the local school system for grants authorized 
under the provisions of this article which do not expressly involve a local share, 
except the state school lunch grant pursuant to Code Section 20-2-187, to the amount 
calculated for the local school system for the Quality Basic Education Formula 
pursuant to subsection (d) of Code Section 20-2-161; 
(2)  Subtracting the amount of funds required by the local school system for local five 
mill share pursuant to Code Section 20-2-164 from the sum in paragraph (1) of this 
subsection; 
(3)  Adding any equalization grant which may be earned pursuant to subsection (c) of 
Code Section 20-2-165, the state school lunch grant pursuant to Code Section 20-2-
187, and the portion to be paid from state funds for all grant programs authorized by 
this article which involve a local share, except the Quality Basic Education Formula, 
to the difference in paragraph (2) of this subsection, the result being the amount of 
state funds which the state board shall allot over the course of the fiscal year to the 
local school system, except that the amount of state funds allotted may be increased 
by the midterm adjustment as provided in Code Section 20-2-162.  The state board 
shall, to the extent necessary, reduce the amount of state funds to be allocated to local 
school systems in support of the Quality Basic Education Program or in support of 
any of the purposes for which state funds might be allotted to local school systems 
under this article if the amount of state funds appropriated in support of such program 
or in support of any one or more of the purposes for which allotments of funds are 
provided by this article is not adequate to finance the cost of the state portion of such 
program or such purposes, determined in accordance with this article; and 
(4)  If a charter system, adding any additional amount which may be earned pursuant 
to Code Section 20-2-165.1, as applicable pursuant to subsection (b) of such Code 
section." 

 
SECTION 3. 

Said chapter is further amended in Code Section 20-2-2090, relating to funding for 
commission charter schools, by revising paragraph (1) of subsection (a) as follows: 
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"(1)  QBE formula earnings, QBE grants, and federal grants earned by the 
commission charter school based on the school's enrollment, school profile, and 
student characteristics.  QBE formula earnings shall include the salary portion of 
direct instructional costs, the adjustment for training and experience, the nonsalary 
portion of direct instructional costs, and earnings for psychologists and school social 
workers, school administration, facility maintenance and operation, media centers, 
additional days of instruction in accordance with Code Section 20-2-184.1, and staff 
development.  For purposes of this paragraph, QBE formula earnings shall not include 
the additional amount provided for in Code Section 20-2-165.1 earned by a charter 
system for full-time equivalent students in its schools, as applicable pursuant to 
subsection (b) of such Code section;" 

 
 The report of the Committee, which was favorable to the passage of the Bill, was 
agreed to, as amended. 
 
 On the passage of the Bill, as amended, the roll call was ordered and the vote was as 
follows: 
 
    Abdul-Salaam 
Y Abrams 
Y Allison 
Y Amerson 
Y Anderson 
Y Ashe 
Y Atwood 
Y Baker 
Y Battles 
Y Beasley-Teague 
Y Bell 
Y Benfield 
Y Benton 
Y Beverly 
Y Black 
Y Braddock 
Y Brockway 
Y Brooks 
E Bruce 
Y Bryant 
Y Buckner 
Y Burns 
    Byrd 
Y Carson 
Y Carter 
Y Casas 
Y Channell 
Y Cheokas 
Y Clark, J 
Y Clark, V 
Y Coleman 
Y Collins 

Y Davis 
Y Dawkins-Haigler 
Y Dempsey 
Y Dickerson 
Y Dickey 
Y Dickson 
Y Dobbs 
Y Dollar 
Y Drenner 
Y Dudgeon 
Y Dukes 
Y Dunahoo 
Y Dutton 
Y Ehrhart 
Y England 
Y Epps, C 
Y Epps, J 
E Evans 
Y Floyd 
Y Fludd 
    Frazier 
Y Fullerton 
Y Gardner 
Y Geisinger 
Y Golick 
Y Gordon 
Y Greene 
Y Hamilton 
    Hanner 
    Harbin 
Y Harden, B 
Y Harden, M 

Y Heckstall 
Y Hembree 
Y Henson 
Y Hightower 
    Hill 
Y Holcomb 
Y Holmes 
Y Holt 
Y Horne 
Y Houston 
Y Howard 
E Hudson 
Y Hugley 
    Jackson 
Y Jacobs 
Y James 
Y Jasperse 
    Jerguson 
Y Johnson 
Y Jones, J 
Y Jones, S 
Y Jordan 
Y Kaiser 
Y Kendrick 
Y Kidd 
Y Knight 
Y Lane 
Y Lindsey 
Y Long 
Y Maddox, B 
Y Maddox, G 
    Manning 

Y McBrayer 
Y McCall 
Y McKillip 
Y Meadows 
Y Mitchell 
Y Morgan 
E Morris 
Y Mosby 
Y Murphy 
Y Neal, J 
Y Neal, Y 
Y Nimmer 
Y Nix 
Y Oliver 
Y O'Neal 
Y Pak 
Y Parent 
Y Parrish 
Y Parsons 
Y Peake 
Y Powell, A 
Y Powell, J 
Y Pruett 
Y Purcell 
Y Ramsey 
Y Randall 
Y Reece 
Y Rice 
Y Riley 
Y Roberts 
N Rogers, C 
Y Rogers, T 

Y Shaw 
Y Sheldon 
Y Sims, B 
Y Sims, C 
Y Smith, E 
Y Smith, K 
Y Smith, L 
Y Smith, R 
Y Smith, T 
Y Smyre 
Y Spencer 
Y Stephens, M 
Y Stephens, R 
Y Stephenson 
Y Talton 
Y Tankersley 
Y Taylor, D 
Y Taylor, R 
Y Taylor, T 
N Teasley 
Y Thomas 
    VACANT 
Y Waites 
Y Watson 
Y Welch 
Y Weldon 
Y Wilkerson 
Y Wilkinson 
Y Willard 
Y Williams, A 
Y Williams, C 
    Williams, E 
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Y Cooke 
Y Coomer 
Y Cooper 
N Crawford 

    Harrell 
N Hatchett 
Y Hatfield 
Y Heard 

Y Marin 
Y Martin 
Y Maxwell 
Y Mayo 

Y Rynders 
E Scott, M  
Y Scott, S 
    Setzler 

Y Williams, R 
Y Williamson 
Y Yates 
    Ralston, Speaker 

   
 On the passage of the Bill, as amended, the ayes were 157, nays 4. 
 
 The Bill, having received the requisite constitutional majority, was passed, as 
amended. 
 
HB 1132. By Representatives Dickey of the 136th, Harden of the 147th, Carter of the 

175th, McCall of the 30th and Carson of the 43rd: 
 

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Part 2 of Article 15 of Chapter 1 of 
Title 10 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to the "Fair 
Business Practices Act of 1975," so as to provide for oversight by the 
administrator of certain telemarketing practices; to provide for definitions; to 
provide for conduct by telephone solicitors; to provide for class actions; to 
provide for related matters; to provide for an effective date; to repeal 
conflicting laws; and for other purposes.  
 

 The following Committee substitute was read and adopted: 
 

A BILL TO BE ENTITLED 
AN ACT 

 
To amend Part 2 of Article 15 of Chapter 1 of Title 10 of the Official Code of Georgia 
Annotated, relating to the "Fair Business Practices Act of 1975," so as to provide for 
oversight by the administrator of certain telemarketing practices; to provide for 
definitions; to provide for conduct by telephone solicitors; to provide for class actions; to 
provide for related matters; to provide for an effective date; to repeal conflicting laws; 
and for other purposes. 
 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF GEORGIA: 
 

SECTION 1. 
Part 2 of Article 15 of Chapter 1 of Title 10 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, 
relating to the "Fair Business Practices Act of 1975," is amended by adding a new Code 
section to read as follows: 

"10-1-393.13. 
(a)  As used in this Code section, the term: 

(1)  'ADAD equipment' means any device or system of devices which is used, whether 
alone or in conjunction with other equipment, for the purpose of automatically 
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selecting or dialing telephone numbers and disseminating prerecorded messages to the 
numbers so selected or dialed. 
(2)  'Business' means any corporation, partnership, proprietorship, firm, enterprise, 
franchise, association, organization, self-employed individual, trust, or other legal 
entity.  
(3)  'Caller identification service' means a type of telephone service which permits 
subscribers to see the telephone number of incoming telephone calls. 
(4)  'In this state' means the call: 

(A)  Originates from this state; or 
(B)  Is directed by the caller to this state and received at the place to which it is 
directed. 

(5)  'Subscriber' means a person or business that has subscribed to telephone service 
from a local exchange company or mobile, wireless, or other telephone service 
provider or other persons living, residing, or working with such person or business. 
(6)  'Telephone solicitation' means any voice communication from a live operator, 
through the use of ADAD equipment or by other means, over a telephone line or 
computer network for the purpose of encouraging the purchase or rental of, or 
investment in, property, goods, or services or donation to any organization, but shall 
not include communications: 

(A)  To any subscriber with that subscriber's prior express invitation or permission; 
(B)  By or on behalf of any person or entity with whom a subscriber has a prior or 
current business or personal relationship; or 
(C)  Which convey a political message. 

(b)  Without otherwise limiting the definition of unfair or deceptive acts or practices 
under this part and without limiting any other Code section under this part, in 
connection with a telephone solicitation: 

(1)  At the beginning of such call, the person or entity making the call shall state 
clearly the identity of the person or entity initiating the call; 
(2)  No person or entity who makes a telephone solicitation to the telephone line of a 
subscriber in this state shall knowingly utilize any method to block or otherwise 
circumvent such subscriber's use of a caller identification service;  
(3)  The telephone number displayed on the caller identification service shall be a 
working telephone number capable of receiving incoming calls at the time the call is 
placed; and 
(4)  The identity of the caller displayed on the caller identification service shall 
accurately reflect the identity of the caller. 

(c)  Notwithstanding Code Section 10-1-399, a claim of a violation of this Code section 
may be brought in a representative capacity and may be the subject of a class action 
under Code Section 9-11-23.  Damages for such violation shall be the greater of actual 
damages or $10.00 per violation." 
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SECTION 2. 
This Act shall become effective upon its approval by the Governor or upon its becoming 
law without such approval. 
 

SECTION 3. 
All laws and parts of laws in conflict with this Act are repealed.   
 
 The report of the Committee, which was favorable to the passage of the Bill, by 
substitute, was agreed to. 
 
 On the passage of the Bill, by substitute, the roll call was ordered and the vote was as 
follows: 
 
    Abdul-Salaam 
Y Abrams 
Y Allison 
Y Amerson 
Y Anderson 
Y Ashe 
Y Atwood 
Y Baker 
Y Battles 
Y Beasley-Teague 
Y Bell 
Y Benfield 
Y Benton 
Y Beverly 
Y Black 
Y Braddock 
Y Brockway 
Y Brooks 
E Bruce 
Y Bryant 
Y Buckner 
Y Burns 
    Byrd 
Y Carson 
Y Carter 
Y Casas 
Y Channell 
Y Cheokas 
Y Clark, J 
Y Clark, V 
Y Coleman 
Y Collins 
Y Cooke 
Y Coomer 
    Cooper 
Y Crawford 

Y Davis 
Y Dawkins-Haigler 
Y Dempsey 
Y Dickerson 
Y Dickey 
Y Dickson 
Y Dobbs 
Y Dollar 
Y Drenner 
Y Dudgeon 
Y Dukes 
Y Dunahoo 
Y Dutton 
Y Ehrhart 
Y England 
Y Epps, C 
Y Epps, J 
E Evans 
Y Floyd 
Y Fludd 
Y Frazier 
Y Fullerton 
Y Gardner 
Y Geisinger 
Y Golick 
Y Gordon 
Y Greene 
Y Hamilton 
Y Hanner 
    Harbin 
Y Harden, B 
Y Harden, M 
Y Harrell 
Y Hatchett 
Y Hatfield 
Y Heard 

Y Heckstall 
Y Hembree 
Y Henson 
Y Hightower 
    Hill 
Y Holcomb 
Y Holmes 
Y Holt 
Y Horne 
Y Houston 
Y Howard 
E Hudson 
Y Hugley 
Y Jackson 
Y Jacobs 
Y James 
Y Jasperse 
    Jerguson 
Y Johnson 
    Jones, J 
Y Jones, S 
Y Jordan 
Y Kaiser 
Y Kendrick 
Y Kidd 
Y Knight 
Y Lane 
Y Lindsey 
Y Long 
Y Maddox, B 
Y Maddox, G 
Y Manning 
    Marin 
Y Martin 
Y Maxwell 
Y Mayo 

Y McBrayer 
Y McCall 
Y McKillip 
Y Meadows 
Y Mitchell 
Y Morgan 
E Morris 
Y Mosby 
Y Murphy 
Y Neal, J 
Y Neal, Y 
Y Nimmer 
Y Nix 
Y Oliver 
Y O'Neal 
Y Pak 
Y Parent 
Y Parrish 
Y Parsons 
Y Peake 
Y Powell, A 
Y Powell, J 
Y Pruett 
Y Purcell 
Y Ramsey 
Y Randall 
Y Reece 
Y Rice 
Y Riley 
Y Roberts 
Y Rogers, C 
Y Rogers, T 
Y Rynders 
E Scott, M  
Y Scott, S 
    Setzler 

Y Shaw 
Y Sheldon 
Y Sims, B 
Y Sims, C 
Y Smith, E 
Y Smith, K 
Y Smith, L 
Y Smith, R 
Y Smith, T 
Y Smyre 
Y Spencer 
Y Stephens, M 
Y Stephens, R 
Y Stephenson 
Y Talton 
Y Tankersley 
Y Taylor, D 
    Taylor, R 
Y Taylor, T 
Y Teasley 
    Thomas 
    VACANT 
Y Waites 
Y Watson 
Y Welch 
Y Weldon 
Y Wilkerson 
Y Wilkinson 
Y Willard 
Y Williams, A 
Y Williams, C 
Y Williams, E 
Y Williams, R 
Y Williamson 
Y Yates 
    Ralston, Speaker 

   
 On the passage of the Bill, by substitute, the ayes were 162, nays 0. 
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 The Bill, having received the requisite constitutional majority, was passed, by 
substitute. 
 
HB 534. By Representatives Fullerton of the 151st, Willard of the 49th, Oliver of the 

83rd, Powell of the 171st, Dukes of the 150th and others: 
 

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Code Section 15-9-4 of the Official 
Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to additional eligibility requirements in 
certain counties, so as to modify the eligibility requirements; to amend Code 
Section 15-9-36 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to judges 
of probate courts as clerks thereof, chief clerk, authority to appoint other 
clerks, powers of appointed clerks, so as to modify provisions relating to the 
application of the Code section; to amend Code Section 15-9-120 of the 
Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to definitions for probate 
courts, so as to modify provisions relating to the definition of probate court; 
to provide for related matters; to provide an effective date; to repeal 
conflicting laws; and for other purposes.  
 

 The following Committee substitute was read and adopted: 
 

A BILL TO BE ENTITLED 
AN ACT 

 
To amend Code Section 15-9-4 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to 
additional eligibility requirements in certain counties, so as to modify the population 
eligibility requirements; to amend Code Section 15-9-36 of the Official Code of Georgia 
Annotated, relating to judges of probate courts as clerks thereof, chief clerk, authority to 
appoint other clerks, and powers of appointed clerks, so as to modify population 
provisions relating to the application of the Code section; to amend Code Section 15-9-
120 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to definitions for probate courts, 
so as to modify population provisions relating to the definition of probate court; to 
provide for related matters; to provide an effective date; to repeal conflicting laws; and 
for other purposes. 
 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF GEORGIA: 
 

SECTION 1. 
Code Section 15-9-4 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to additional 
eligibility requirements in certain counties, is amended by revising subsection (b) as 
follows: 

"(b)  Except as otherwise provided by subsection (c) of this Code section, in any county 
of this state having a population of more than 96,000 90,000 persons according to the 
United States decennial census of 1990 2010 or any future such census and in which the 
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probate court of such county meets the definition of a probate court as provided by 
Article 6 of this chapter, no person shall be judge of the probate court unless at the time 
of election, in addition to the qualifications required by law, he or she has attained the 
age of 30 years and has been admitted to practice law for seven years preceding 
election." 

 
SECTION 2. 

Code Section 15-9-36 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to judges of 
probate courts as clerks thereof, chief clerk, authority to appoint other clerks, and powers 
of appointed clerks, is amended by revising paragraph (3) of subsection (c) as follows: 

"(3)  This subsection shall apply to each county of this state having a population of 
96,000 90,000 or more persons according to the United States decennial census of 
1990 2010 or any future such census." 

 
SECTION 3. 

Code Section 15-9-120 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to definitions 
for probate courts, is amended by revising paragraph (2) as follows: 

"(2)  'Probate court' means a probate court of a county having a population of more 
than 96,000 90,000 persons according to the United States decennial census of 1990 
2010 or any future such census in which the judge thereof has been admitted to the 
practice of law for at least seven years." 

 
SECTION 4. 

This Act shall become effective on July 1, 2012. 
 

SECTION 5. 
All laws and parts of laws in conflict with this Act are repealed.   
 
 The report of the Committee, which was favorable to the passage of the Bill, by 
substitute, was agreed to. 
 
 On the passage of the Bill, by substitute, the roll call was ordered and the vote was as 
follows: 
 
    Abdul-Salaam 
Y Abrams 
Y Allison 
Y Amerson 
Y Anderson 
Y Ashe 
Y Atwood 
Y Baker 
Y Battles 
Y Beasley-Teague 
Y Bell 
Y Benfield 

Y Davis 
Y Dawkins-Haigler 
Y Dempsey 
Y Dickerson 
Y Dickey 
Y Dickson 
Y Dobbs 
Y Dollar 
Y Drenner 
Y Dudgeon 
Y Dukes 
Y Dunahoo 

Y Heckstall 
Y Hembree 
Y Henson 
Y Hightower 
    Hill 
Y Holcomb 
Y Holmes 
Y Holt 
Y Horne 
Y Houston 
Y Howard 
E Hudson 

Y McBrayer 
Y McCall 
Y McKillip 
Y Meadows 
Y Mitchell 
Y Morgan 
E Morris 
Y Mosby 
Y Murphy 
Y Neal, J 
Y Neal, Y 
Y Nimmer 

Y Shaw 
Y Sheldon 
Y Sims, B 
Y Sims, C 
Y Smith, E 
    Smith, K 
Y Smith, L 
Y Smith, R 
Y Smith, T 
Y Smyre 
Y Spencer 
Y Stephens, M 
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Y Benton 
Y Beverly 
Y Black 
Y Braddock 
Y Brockway 
Y Brooks 
E Bruce 
Y Bryant 
    Buckner 
Y Burns 
    Byrd 
Y Carson 
Y Carter 
Y Casas 
Y Channell 
Y Cheokas 
Y Clark, J 
Y Clark, V 
Y Coleman 
Y Collins 
Y Cooke 
Y Coomer 
Y Cooper 
Y Crawford 

Y Dutton 
    Ehrhart 
Y England 
Y Epps, C 
Y Epps, J 
E Evans 
Y Floyd 
Y Fludd 
Y Frazier 
Y Fullerton 
Y Gardner 
Y Geisinger 
Y Golick 
Y Gordon 
Y Greene 
Y Hamilton 
Y Hanner 
    Harbin 
Y Harden, B 
Y Harden, M 
Y Harrell 
Y Hatchett 
Y Hatfield 
Y Heard 

Y Hugley 
Y Jackson 
Y Jacobs 
Y James 
Y Jasperse 
    Jerguson 
Y Johnson 
Y Jones, J 
Y Jones, S 
Y Jordan 
Y Kaiser 
Y Kendrick 
Y Kidd 
Y Knight 
Y Lane 
Y Lindsey 
Y Long 
Y Maddox, B 
Y Maddox, G 
Y Manning 
    Marin 
Y Martin 
Y Maxwell 
Y Mayo 

Y Nix 
Y Oliver 
Y O'Neal 
Y Pak 
Y Parent 
Y Parrish 
Y Parsons 
Y Peake 
Y Powell, A 
Y Powell, J 
Y Pruett 
Y Purcell 
Y Ramsey 
Y Randall 
Y Reece 
Y Rice 
Y Riley 
Y Roberts 
    Rogers, C 
Y Rogers, T 
Y Rynders 
E Scott, M  
Y Scott, S 
Y Setzler 

Y Stephens, R 
Y Stephenson 
Y Talton 
Y Tankersley 
Y Taylor, D 
Y Taylor, R 
Y Taylor, T 
Y Teasley 
Y Thomas 
    VACANT 
Y Waites 
Y Watson 
Y Welch 
Y Weldon 
Y Wilkerson 
Y Wilkinson 
Y Willard 
Y Williams, A 
Y Williams, C 
Y Williams, E 
Y Williams, R 
Y Williamson 
Y Yates 
    Ralston, Speaker 

   
 On the passage of the Bill, by substitute, the ayes were 163, nays 0. 
 
 The Bill, having received the requisite constitutional majority, was passed, by 
substitute. 
 
HB 1066. By Representative Williams of the 4th: 
 

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Title 3 of the Official Code of 
Georgia Annotated, relating to alcoholic beverages, so as to change certain 
provisions relating to alcoholic beverage licenses; to provide for staggered 
renewal dates for certain licenses; to revise certain provisions relating to 
sales of alcoholic beverages near churches, school buildings, and other sites; 
to declare certain distilled spirits to be contraband if not acquired from 
certain licensees; to establish an annual occupational license tax upon special 
event applicants; to provide for related matters; to provide for an effective 
date; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.  
 

 The following Committee substitute was read: 
 

A BILL TO BE ENTITLED 
AN ACT 
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To amend Title 3 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to alcoholic 
beverages, so as to change certain provisions relating to alcoholic beverage licenses; to 
provide for staggered renewal dates for certain licenses; to revise certain provisions 
relating to sales of alcoholic beverages near churches, school buildings, and other sites; to 
declare certain distilled spirits to be contraband if not acquired from certain licensees; to 
establish an annual occupational license tax upon special event applicants; to provide for 
related matters; to provide for an effective date; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other 
purposes. 
 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF GEORGIA: 
 

SECTION 1. 
Title 3 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to alcoholic beverages, is 
amended by revising Code Section 3-2-7, relating to the expiration and renewal of 
licenses generally, continuation of operations by licensee pending final approval or 
disapproval of application for renewal, penalty for late application for renewal, and 
temporary permits, as follows: 

"3-2-7. 
(a)(1)  Except as otherwise specifically provided in paragraph (2) of this subsection or 
elsewhere in this title, all licenses issued pursuant to this title shall expire on 
December 31 of each year and application for renewal shall be made annually on or 
before November 1. 
(2)  On and after July 1, 2013, licenses for retailers and retail dealers shall be issued 
for a 12 month period to be determined by the commissioner and provided by 
regulation.  Applications for renewal of licenses for retailers and retail dealers shall be 
made not less than 60 nor more than 90 days prior to expiration. 

(b)  Any licensee making proper application, with all supporting documents, for a 
license to operate during the following calendar year and having filed the application 
prior to November 1 the renewal date specified in subsection (a) of this Code section 
shall be permitted to continue to operate pending final approval or disapproval of the 
licensee's application for the following year if final approval or disapproval is not 
granted prior to January 1 the day in which the license is set to expire.  The effective 
date and the expiration date of the license shall be clearly marked on the license. 
(c)  Any person holding any license issued pursuant to this title who fails to file a 
proper application for a similar license for the following year, with the proper fee 
accompanying the application, on or before January 1 the renewal date specified in 
subsection (a) of this Code section and who files an application after January 1 such 
date shall be required to pay, in addition to the license taxes imposed by this title, an 
additional amount equal to one-half the amount required for the license for which 
application is made. 
(d)  Persons making initial applications for licenses issued pursuant to this title, after 
properly filing all required documents, including a valid local license, may be 
authorized by the commissioner to operate pursuant to a temporary permit which shall 
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be issued under such regulations and in such form as the commissioner may deem 
appropriate. No right or property shall vest in any applicant by virtue of the issuance of 
such permit. The commissioner may impose a prelicense investigative fee upon persons 
making initial application for licenses issued pursuant to this title, which fee shall not 
exceed $100.00. No such fee shall be refundable." 

 
SECTION 2. 

Said title is further amended by revising Code Section 3-3-21, relating to sales of 
alcoholic beverages near churches, school buildings, or other sites, as follows: 

"3-3-21. 
(a)(1)  No person knowingly and intentionally may sell or offer to sell: 

(A)  Any distilled spirits in or within 100 yards of any church building or within 200 
yards of any school building, educational building, school grounds, or college 
campus; 
(B)  Any wine or malt beverages within 100 yards of any school building, school 
grounds, or college campus. This subparagraph shall not apply at any location for 
which a license has been issued prior to July 1, 1981, nor to the renewal of such 
license. Nor shall this subparagraph apply at any location for which a new license is 
applied for if the sale of wine and beer was lawful at such location at any time 
during the 12 months immediately preceding such application; or 
(C)  Any distilled spirits, wine, or malt beverages within 100 yards of an alcoholic 
treatment center owned and operated by this state or any county or municipal 
government therein. This paragraph shall not apply to any business having a license 
in effect on July 1, 1981. 

(2)  As used in this subsection, the term 'school building' or 'educational building' 
shall apply only to state, county, city, or church school buildings and to such 
buildings at such other schools in which are taught subjects commonly taught in the 
common schools and colleges of this state and which are public schools or private 
schools as defined in subsection (b) of Code Section 20-2-690. 

(b)  Nothing contained in this Code section shall prohibit the licensing of the sale or 
distribution of alcoholic beverages by: 

(1)  Hotels of 50 rooms or more which have been in continuous operation for a period 
of at least five years preceding July 1, 1981; 
(2)  Bona fide private clubs, owning their own homes, subject to licensing under 
Chapter 7 of this title; and 
(3)  Licensees for the retail sale of alcoholic beverages for consumption on the 
premises only who shall be subject to regulation as to distances from churches, 
schools, and colleges church buildings, school buildings, educational buildings, 
school grounds, and college campuses by counties and municipalities. 
(c)(1)  For purposes of this Code section, distances shall be measured by the most 
direct route of travel on the ground to be measured as follows: 

(A)  From the property line of the tract on which is located the business regulated 
under this title; 
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(B)  To the property line of the tract on which is located the church building, school 
building, educational building, school grounds, or college campus; and 
(C)  Along a straight line which describes the shortest distance between the two 
property lines, regardless of obstacles. 

(2)  No license in effect on June 30, 2012, shall be revoked before its date of 
expiration by reason of the method of measurement set out in this subsection if the 
license was granted in reliance on another method of measurement. No application for 
a license or for a renewal shall be denied by reason of the method of measurement set 
out in this subsection if the application is for premises for which a license was granted 
prior to June 30, 2012, in reliance on another method of measurement. 
(d)(1)  In counties having a population of not less than 175,000 nor more than 
195,000, according to the United States decennial census of 1970 or any future such 
census, the distances provided in subparagraph (a)(1)(A) of this Code section for 
separation of businesses licensed under this title from churches and schools shall be 
measured as follows: 

(A)  From the property line of the tract on which is located the business regulated 
under this title; 
(B)  To the property line of the tract on which is located the church, school ground, 
or college campus; and 
(C)  Along a straight line which describes the shortest distance between the two 
property lines. 

(2)  No license in effect on April 13, 1979, shall be revoked before its date of 
expiration by reason of the method of measurement set out in this subsection if the 
license was granted in reliance on another method of measurement. No application for 
a license or for a renewal shall be denied by reason of the method of measurement set 
out in this subsection if the application is for premises for which a license was granted 
prior to April 13, 1979, in reliance on another method of measurement. 
(e)(1)(d)(1)  As used in this subsection, the term 'housing authority property' means 
any property containing 300 housing units or fewer owned or operated by a housing 
authority created by Article 1 of Chapter 3 of Title 8, the 'Housing Authorities Law.' 
(2)  No person knowingly and intentionally may sell any alcoholic beverages for 
consumption on the premises within 100 yards of any housing authority property. 
This subsection shall not apply at any location for which a license has been issued 
prior to July 1, 2000, nor to the renewal of such license. Nor shall this subsection 
apply at any location for which a new license is applied for if the sale of alcoholic 
beverages for consumption on the premises was lawful at such location at any time 
during the 12 months immediately preceding such application." 

 
SECTION 3. 

Said title is further amended by revising Code Section 3-4-20, relating to the levy and 
amount of state occupational license tax, as follows: 
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"3-4-20. 
(a)  An annual occupational license tax is imposed upon each distiller, manufacturer, 
broker, importer, wholesaler, fruit grower, and retail dealer of distilled spirits in this 
state, as follows: 

(1)  Upon each distiller and manufacturer ...................................................... $ 1,000.00 

(2)  Upon each wholesale dealer ..................................................................... 1,000.00 

(3)  Upon each importer .................................................................................. 1,000.00 

(4)  Upon each fruit grower............................................................................. 500.00 

(5)  Upon each broker ..................................................................................... 100.00 

(6)  Upon each retail dealer............................................................................. 100.00 
(7)  Upon each special event use permit applicant ......................................... 100.00

(b)  An annual occupational license tax shall be paid for each place of business 
operated.  An application for the applicable license required pursuant to this title along 
with the payment of the tax required by subsection (a) of this Code section shall be 
submitted to the department immediately upon assuming control of the place of 
business and annually thereafter for so long as the business is operated." 

 
SECTION 4. 

Said title is further amended by revising Code Section 3-4-111, relating to sale by 
wholesalers to licensees and purchases by licensees from wholesalers, as follows: 

"3-4-111. 
(a)  Those persons who are duly licensed as wholesalers of distilled spirits under this 
title may sell distilled spirits at wholesale prices to any person or persons licensed as 
provided in this article. Persons licensed under this article may purchase distilled spirits 
from a licensed wholesaler at wholesale prices. 

 (b) Any distilled spirits possessed, sold, or offered for sale by a retail dealer or retail 
 consumption dealer which are purchased or otherwise acquired from any person other 
than a wholesale dealer authorized to do business under this chapter are declared to be 
contraband and shall be seized and disposed of by the commissioner in the manner 
provided in this title." 

 
SECTION 5. 

Said title is further amended by revising Code Section 3-4-111.1, relating to occupational 
license tax upon retail consumption dealers and bond required of applicants for a retail 
consumption dealer's license, as follows: 

"3-4-111.1. 
(a)  An annual occupational license tax in the amount of $100.00 is imposed upon each 
retail consumption dealer in this state. 
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(b)  Every applicant for a retail consumption dealer's license shall file with the 
commissioner, along with each application, a bond conditioned to pay all sums which 
may become due by the applicant to this state as taxes, license fees, or otherwise by 
reason of or incident to the operation of the business for which licensure is sought and 
conditioned in order to pay all penalties which may be imposed upon the applicant for 
failure to comply with the laws, rules, and regulations pertaining to distilled spirits. 
Surety for the bond shall be a surety company licensed to do business in this state and 
the bond shall be in such form as may be required by the commissioner. Such bond 
shall be in the amount of $2,500.00. 
The annual occupational license tax shall be paid for each place of business operated.  
An application for a retail consumption dealer's license required pursuant to this title 
along with the payment of the tax required by subsection (a) of this Code section shall 
be submitted to the department immediately upon assuming control of the place of 
business and annually thereafter for so long as the business is operated." 

 
SECTION 6. 

Said title is further amended by revising Code Section 3-5-20, relating to levy and 
amount of state occupational license tax, as follows: 

"3-5-20. 
(a)  An annual occupational license tax is imposed upon each brewer, manufacturer, 
broker, importer, wholesaler, and retail dealer of beer in this state, as follows: 

(1)  Upon each brewer..................................................................................... $ 1,000.00

(2)  Upon each wholesale dealer ..................................................................... 500.00

(3)  Upon each importer .................................................................................. 500.00

(4)  Upon each broker ..................................................................................... 50.00

(5)  Upon each retail dealer............................................................................. 50.00

(6)  Upon each brewpub operator ................................................................... 1,000.00
(7)  Upon each special event use permit applicant ......................................... 50.00

(b)  The tax provided in this Code section shall be paid on each place of business 
operated and shall be paid to the commissioner when the licensee enters business and 
annually thereafter so long as the business is operated and conducted.  An annual 
occupational license tax shall be paid for each place of business operated.  An 
application for the applicable license required pursuant to this title along with the 
payment of the tax required by subsection (a) of this Code section shall be submitted to 
the department immediately upon assuming control of the place of business and 
annually thereafter for so long as the business is operated." 
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SECTION 7. 
Said title is further amended by revising Code Section 3-6-20, relating to levy and 
amount of tax, as follows: 

"3-6-20. 
(a)  An annual occupational license tax is imposed upon each winery, manufacturer, 
broker, importer, wholesaler, and retail dealer of wine in this state, as follows:  

(1)  Upon each winery and manufacturer ....................................................... $ 1,000.00 

(2)  Upon each wholesale dealer ..................................................................... 500.00 

(3)  Upon each importer .................................................................................. 500.00 

(4)  Upon each broker ..................................................................................... 50.00 

(5)  Upon each retail dealer............................................................................. 50.00 
(6)  Upon each special event use permit applicant ......................................... 50.00

(b) An annual occupational license tax shall be paid for each place of business operated.  
An application for the applicable license required pursuant to this title along with the 
payment of the tax required by subsection (a) of this Code section shall be submitted to 
the department immediately upon assuming control of the place of business and 
annually thereafter for so long as the business is operated." 

 
SECTION 8. 

Said title is further amended by adding a new chapter to read as follows: 
 

"CHAPTER 14 
 

3-14-1. 
The commissioner may issue a special event use permit for the sale of alcoholic 
beverages for certain events which would otherwise require a retailer or retail dealers 
license.  The commissioner shall specify by rule or regulation the events that shall 
qualify for a special event use permit; provided, however, that estate sales, the sale of 
inventory authorized under a bankruptcy proceeding, and activities that are similar in 
nature shall so qualify.  Such permit shall not be valid for more than ten days." 

 
SECTION 9. 

This Act shall become effective on July 1, 2012. 
 

SECTION 10. 
All laws and parts of laws in conflict with this Act are repealed.   
 
 Pursuant to Rule 133, Representative Cheokas of the 134th was excused from voting 
on HB 1066. 
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Representative Amerson of the 9th moved that HB 1066 be recommitted to the 
Committee on Rules 
 
 On the motion, the roll call was ordered and the vote was as follows: 
 
    Abdul-Salaam 
N Abrams 
N Allison 
Y Amerson 
N Anderson 
N Ashe 
Y Atwood 
N Baker 
N Battles 
Y Beasley-Teague 
Y Bell 
N Benfield 
Y Benton 
Y Beverly 
N Black 
Y Braddock 
N Brockway 
Y Brooks 
E Bruce 
N Bryant 
N Buckner 
N Burns 
Y Byrd 
N Carson 
Y Carter 
    Casas 
N Channell 
    Cheokas 
N Clark, J 
    Clark, V 
N Coleman 
Y Collins 
N Cooke 
N Coomer 
    Cooper 
N Crawford 

N Davis 
N Dawkins-Haigler 
N Dempsey 
N Dickerson 
N Dickey 
N Dickson 
Y Dobbs 
Y Dollar 
N Drenner 
Y Dudgeon 
Y Dukes 
N Dunahoo 
N Dutton 
N Ehrhart 
    England 
N Epps, C 
N Epps, J 
E Evans 
N Floyd 
N Fludd 
N Frazier 
Y Fullerton 
Y Gardner 
Y Geisinger 
N Golick 
N Gordon 
N Greene 
Y Hamilton 
N Hanner 
N Harbin 
Y Harden, B 
N Harden, M 
N Harrell 
Y Hatchett 
Y Hatfield 
N Heard 

N Heckstall 
    Hembree 
N Henson 
N Hightower 
Y Hill 
Y Holcomb 
N Holmes 
Y Holt 
Y Horne 
N Houston 
N Howard 
E Hudson 
N Hugley 
N Jackson 
N Jacobs 
N James 
N Jasperse 
    Jerguson 
N Johnson 
N Jones, J 
N Jones, S 
Y Jordan 
N Kaiser 
N Kendrick 
Y Kidd 
N Knight 
N Lane 
N Lindsey 
N Long 
Y Maddox, B 
N Maddox, G 
N Manning 
N Marin 
N Martin 
N Maxwell 
N Mayo 

N McBrayer 
    McCall 
N McKillip 
N Meadows 
N Mitchell 
    Morgan 
E Morris 
    Mosby 
N Murphy 
Y Neal, J 
N Neal, Y 
    Nimmer 
    Nix 
Y Oliver 
N O'Neal 
N Pak 
Y Parent 
N Parrish 
N Parsons 
N Peake 
N Powell, A 
Y Powell, J 
N Pruett 
N Purcell 
N Ramsey 
N Randall 
    Reece 
N Rice 
N Riley 
    Roberts 
Y Rogers, C 
N Rogers, T 
N Rynders 
E Scott, M  
N Scott, S 
N Setzler 

Y Shaw 
N Sheldon 
N Sims, B 
Y Sims, C 
N Smith, E 
N Smith, K 
N Smith, L 
N Smith, R 
Y Smith, T 
N Smyre 
Y Spencer 
N Stephens, M 
N Stephens, R 
N Stephenson 
N Talton 
N Tankersley 
N Taylor, D 
N Taylor, R 
N Taylor, T 
N Teasley 
Y Thomas 
    VACANT 
N Waites 
N Watson 
N Welch 
N Weldon 
N Wilkerson 
N Wilkinson 
Y Willard 
N Williams, A 
N Williams, C 
N Williams, E 
N Williams, R 
Y Williamson 
Y Yates 
    Ralston, Speaker 

   
 On the motion, the ayes were 42, nays 116.  
 
 The motion was lost. 
 
 The following amendment was read and adopted: 
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Representative Channell of the 116th offers the following amendment: 
 
Amend the House Committee on Regulated Industries substitute to HB 1066 (LC 36 
2125S) by deleting lines 3 and 4 and inserting in lieu thereof the following: 
staggered renewal dates for certain licenses; to declare certain 
 
By deleting lines 45 through 117 and redesignating Sections 3 through 10 as Sections 2 
through 9, respectively. 
 
 The Committee substitute, as amended, was adopted. 
 
 The report of the Committee, which was favorable to the passage of the Bill, by 
substitute, was agreed to, as amended. 
 
 On the passage of the Bill, by substitute, as amended, the roll call was ordered and the 
vote was as follows: 
 
    Abdul-Salaam 
Y Abrams 
Y Allison 
N Amerson 
Y Anderson 
Y Ashe 
Y Atwood 
Y Baker 
N Battles 
Y Beasley-Teague 
N Bell 
Y Benfield 
N Benton 
Y Beverly 
Y Black 
Y Braddock 
N Brockway 
Y Brooks 
E Bruce 
Y Bryant 
Y Buckner 
    Burns 
N Byrd 
N Carson 
Y Carter 
N Casas 
Y Channell 
    Cheokas 
Y Clark, J 
    Clark, V 
    Coleman 
N Collins 
Y Cooke 
N Coomer 

Y Davis 
Y Dawkins-Haigler 
Y Dempsey 
Y Dickerson 
N Dickey 
Y Dickson 
Y Dobbs 
N Dollar 
Y Drenner 
N Dudgeon 
Y Dukes 
N Dunahoo 
N Dutton 
Y Ehrhart 
    England 
Y Epps, C 
Y Epps, J 
E Evans 
Y Floyd 
Y Fludd 
Y Frazier 
Y Fullerton 
Y Gardner 
Y Geisinger 
Y Golick 
Y Gordon 
Y Greene 
N Hamilton 
Y Hanner 
Y Harbin 
Y Harden, B 
Y Harden, M 
Y Harrell 
N Hatchett 

Y Heckstall 
    Hembree 
Y Henson 
Y Hightower 
N Hill 
N Holcomb 
Y Holmes 
Y Holt 
N Horne 
Y Houston 
Y Howard 
E Hudson 
Y Hugley 
Y Jackson 
Y Jacobs 
Y James 
Y Jasperse 
    Jerguson 
Y Johnson 
Y Jones, J 
Y Jones, S 
Y Jordan 
Y Kaiser 
Y Kendrick 
Y Kidd 
Y Knight 
Y Lane 
Y Lindsey 
N Long 
Y Maddox, B 
Y Maddox, G 
Y Manning 
    Marin 
Y Martin 

N McBrayer 
    McCall 
Y McKillip 
Y Meadows 
Y Mitchell 
    Morgan 
E Morris 
Y Mosby 
Y Murphy 
N Neal, J 
Y Neal, Y 
    Nimmer 
Y Nix 
N Oliver 
Y O'Neal 
Y Pak 
Y Parent 
Y Parrish 
Y Parsons 
N Peake 
Y Powell, A 
Y Powell, J 
Y Pruett 
Y Purcell 
Y Ramsey 
Y Randall 
N Reece 
Y Rice 
Y Riley 
    Roberts 
Y Rogers, C 
Y Rogers, T 
N Rynders 
E Scott, M  

Y Shaw 
Y Sheldon 
    Sims, B 
Y Sims, C 
Y Smith, E 
Y Smith, K 
Y Smith, L 
Y Smith, R 
N Smith, T 
Y Smyre 
Y Spencer 
Y Stephens, M 
Y Stephens, R 
N Stephenson 
Y Talton 
Y Tankersley 
N Taylor, D 
Y Taylor, R 
Y Taylor, T 
N Teasley 
Y Thomas 
    VACANT 
Y Waites 
Y Watson 
N Welch 
Y Weldon 
Y Wilkerson 
Y Wilkinson 
Y Willard 
Y Williams, A 
Y Williams, C 
Y Williams, E 
Y Williams, R 
N Williamson 
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    Cooper 
N Crawford 

N Hatfield 
Y Heard 

Y Maxwell 
Y Mayo 

Y Scott, S 
N Setzler 

N Yates 
    Ralston, Speaker 

   
 On the passage of the Bill, by substitute, as amended, the ayes were 121, nays 37. 
 
 The Bill, having received the requisite constitutional majority, was passed, by 
substitute, as amended. 
 
HB 1110. By Representatives Cooper of the 41st, Benton of the 31st, Yates of the 73rd, 

Howard of the 121st, Lindsey of the 54th and others: 
 

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Title 31 of the Official Code of 
Georgia Annotated, relating to health, so as to revise provisions relating to 
penalties relative to the owning or operating of unlicensed personal care 
homes; to authorize the Department of Community Health to provide for 
additional criminal offenses for background checks for owners and 
employees of personal care homes; to provide for related matters; to repeal 
conflicting laws; and for other purposes.  
 

 The following Committee substitute was read and adopted: 
 

A BILL TO BE ENTITLED 
AN ACT 

 
To amend Title 30, Title 31, and Title 35 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, 
relating to handicapped persons, health, and law enforcement officers and agencies, 
respectively, so as to strengthen provisions relating to the protection of elder adults; to 
clarify provisions relating to the neglect of elder persons and disabled adults; to revise 
provisions relating to penalties relative to the owning or operating of unlicensed personal 
care homes; to authorize the Department of Community Health to provide for additional 
criminal offenses for background checks for owners, directors, and employees of 
personal care homes and other facilites; to authorize the Georgia Bureau of Investigation 
to investigate reports of elder abuse; to provide for related matters; to repeal conflicting 
laws; and for other purposes. 
 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF GEORGIA: 
 

SECTION 1. 
Title 30 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to handicapped persons, is 
amended by revising subsection (a) of Code Section 30-5-8, relating to criminal offenses 
and penalties for the protection of disabled adults and elder persons, as follows: 

"(a)(1)(A)  In addition to any other provision of law, the abuse, neglect, or 
exploitation of any disabled adult or elder person shall be unlawful. 
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(B)  In addition to any other provision of law, the neglect of any disabled adult or 
elder person by a guardian, caretaker, or other person supervising the welfare of or 
having immediate charge or custody of such disabled adult or elder person shall be 
unlawful." 

 
SECTION 2. 

Title 31 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to health, is amended in 
Code Section 31-2-9, relating to records check requirement for certain facilities, 
definitions, use of information gathered in investigation, penalties for unauthorized 
release or disclosure, and rules and regulations, by striking "or" at the end of 
subparagraph (M), by replacing the period at the end of subparagraph (N) with "; or", and 
by adding a new subparagraph to paragraph (2) of subsection (a) to read as follows: 

"(O)  Any other criminal offense as determined by the department and established 
by rule adopted pursuant to Chapter 13 of Title 50, the 'Georgia Administrative 
Procedure Act,' that would indicate the unfitness of an individual to provide care to 
or be in contact with persons residing in a facility." 

 
SECTION 3. 

Said title is further amended by revising Code Section 31-7-12.1, relating to unlicensed 
personal care homes, as follows: 

"31-7-12.1. 
(a)  A facility shall be deemed to be an 'unlicensed personal care home' if it is 
unlicensed and not exempt from licensure and: 

(1)  The facility is providing personal services and is operating as a personal care 
home as those terms are defined in Code Section 31-7-12; 
(2)  The facility is held out as or represented as providing personal services and 
operating as a personal care home as those terms are defined in Code Section 31-7-12; 
or 
(3)  The facility represents itself as a licensed personal care home. 

(b)  Personal care homes in existence on July 1, 1994, which obtain licenses from the 
department no later than October 1, 1994, shall not be subject to the penalties set out in 
this Code section. 
(c)  Except as provided in subsection (b) of this Code section, any Any unlicensed 
personal care home shall be assessed by the department, after opportunity for hearing in 
accordance with the provisions of Chapter 13 of Title 50, the 'Georgia Administrative 
Procedure Act,' a civil penalty in the amount of $100.00 per bed per day for each day of 
violation of subsection (b) of Code Section 31-7-12. The department shall send a notice 
by certified mail or statutory overnight delivery stating that licensure is required and 
including a period for obtaining licensure with an expiration date the department's 
intent to impose a civil penalty. Such notice shall be deemed to be constructively 
received on the date of the first attempt to deliver such notice by the United States 
Postal Service.  For unlicensed personal care homes which were not in existence on 
July 1, 1994, the civil penalty provided by this subsection shall be calculated as 
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beginning on the expiration date of the notice. For unlicensed personal care homes 
which were in existence on July 1, 1994, the civil penalty provided by this subsection 
shall be calculated as beginning on the expiration date of the notice or on October 1, 
1994, whichever is later.  The department shall take no action to collect such civil 
penalty until after opportunity for a hearing. 
(d)(c)  In addition to other remedies available to the department, the The civil penalty 
authorized by subsection (c)(b) of this Code section shall be doubled if: 

(1)  The operator of an unlicensed personal care home refuses to seek licensure; or 
(2)  The operator seeks licensure, the licensure application is denied, and the the 
owner or operator continues to operate the unlicensed personal care home, after 
receipt of notice pursuant to subsection (b) of this Code section. 

(e)(d)  The owner or operator of a personal care home who is assessed a civil penalty in 
accordance with this Code section may have review of such civil penalty by appeal to 
the superior court in the county in which the action arose or to the Superior Court of 
Fulton County in accordance with the provisions of Code Section 31-5-3. 
(f)(e)  In addition to the sanctions authorized herein, an unlicensed personal care home 
shall be deemed to be negligent per se in the event of any claim for personal injury or 
wrongful death of a resident. 
(f)  It is declared that the owning or operating of an unlicensed personal care home in 
this state constitutes a nuisance dangerous to the public health, safety, and welfare.  
Any person who owns or operates a personal care home in violation of subsection (b) of 
Code Section 31-7-12 shall be guilty of a misdemeanor.  Upon a second such violation, 
such person shall be guilty of a felony." 

 
SECTION 4. 

Said title is further amended in Code Section 31-7-250, relating to definitions relative to 
facility licensing and employee records checks for personal care homes, by striking "or" 
at the end of subparagraph (O), by replacing the period at the end of subparagraph (P) 
with "; or", and by adding a new subparagraph to paragraph (2) to read as follows: 

"(Q)  Any other criminal offense as determined by the department and established 
by rule adopted pursuant to Chapter 13 of Title 50, the 'Georgia Administrative 
Procedure Act,' that would indicate the unfitness of an individual to provide care to 
or be in contact with persons residing in a facility." 

 
SECTION 5. 

Title 35 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to law enforcement officers 
and agencies, is amended by revising subsection (a) of Code Section 35-3-4, relating to 
powers and duties of the Georgia Bureau of Investigation generally, as follows: 

"(a)  It shall be the duty of the bureau to: 
(1)  Take, receive, and forward fingerprints, photographs, descriptions, and 
measurements of persons in cooperation with the bureaus and departments of other 
states and of the United States; 
(2)  Exchange information relating to crime and criminals; 
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(3)  Keep permanent files and records of such information procured or received; 
(4)  Provide for the scientific investigation of articles used in committing crimes or 
articles, fingerprints, or bloodstains found at the scene of a crime; 
(5)  Provide for the testing and identification of weapons and projectiles fired 
therefrom; 
(6)  Acquire, collect, classify, and preserve any information which would assist in the 
identification of any deceased individual who has not been identified after the 
discovery of such deceased individual; 
(7)  Acquire, collect, classify, and preserve immediately any information which would 
assist in the location of any missing person, including any minor, and provide 
confirmation as to any entry for such a person to the parent, legal guardian, or next of 
kin of that person and the bureau shall acquire, collect, classify, and preserve such 
information from such parent, guardian, or next of kin; 
(8)  Exchange such records and information as provided in paragraphs (6) and (7) of 
this subsection with, and for the official use of, authorized officials of the federal 
government, the states, cities, counties, and penal and other institutions.  With respect 
to missing minors, such information shall be transmitted immediately to other law 
enforcement agencies; 
(9)  Identify and investigate violations of Article 4 of Chapter 7 of Title 16; 
(10)  Identify and investigate violations of Part 2 of Article 3 of Chapter 12 of Title 
16, relating to offenses related to minors; 
(11)  Identify and investigate violations of Article 8 of Chapter 9 of Title 16; 
(12)  Identify and investigate violations of Article 5 of Chapter 8 of Title 16; or 
(13)  Identify and investigate violations of Code Section 16-5-46; and 
(14)  Identify and investigate violations of Code Section 30-5-8 or 16-5-100." 

 
SECTION 6. 

All laws and parts of laws in conflict with this Act are repealed.   
 
 The report of the Committee, which was favorable to the passage of the Bill, by 
substitute, was agreed to. 
 
 On the passage of the Bill, by substitute, the roll call was ordered and the vote was as 
follows: 
 
    Abdul-Salaam 
Y Abrams 
Y Allison 
Y Amerson 
Y Anderson 
Y Ashe 
Y Atwood 
Y Baker 
Y Battles 
Y Beasley-Teague 

Y Davis 
Y Dawkins-Haigler 
Y Dempsey 
Y Dickerson 
Y Dickey 
Y Dickson 
Y Dobbs 
Y Dollar 
Y Drenner 
Y Dudgeon 

Y Heckstall 
Y Hembree 
Y Henson 
Y Hightower 
Y Hill 
Y Holcomb 
Y Holmes 
N Holt 
Y Horne 
Y Houston 

Y McBrayer 
Y McCall 
N McKillip 
Y Meadows 
Y Mitchell 
Y Morgan 
E Morris 
Y Mosby 
Y Murphy 
Y Neal, J 

Y Shaw 
Y Sheldon 
Y Sims, B 
Y Sims, C 
Y Smith, E 
Y Smith, K 
Y Smith, L 
Y Smith, R 
    Smith, T 
Y Smyre 
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Y Bell 
Y Benfield 
Y Benton 
Y Beverly 
Y Black 
Y Braddock 
Y Brockway 
Y Brooks 
E Bruce 
Y Bryant 
Y Buckner 
Y Burns 
N Byrd 
Y Carson 
Y Carter 
N Casas 
Y Channell 
Y Cheokas 
Y Clark, J 
Y Clark, V 
Y Coleman 
Y Collins 
Y Cooke 
N Coomer 
Y Cooper 
Y Crawford 

Y Dukes 
Y Dunahoo 
Y Dutton 
Y Ehrhart 
Y England 
Y Epps, C 
Y Epps, J 
E Evans 
Y Floyd 
Y Fludd 
Y Frazier 
Y Fullerton 
Y Gardner 
Y Geisinger 
Y Golick 
    Gordon 
Y Greene 
Y Hamilton 
Y Hanner 
Y Harbin 
Y Harden, B 
Y Harden, M 
Y Harrell 
Y Hatchett 
N Hatfield 
Y Heard 

Y Howard 
E Hudson 
Y Hugley 
Y Jackson 
Y Jacobs 
Y James 
Y Jasperse 
Y Jerguson 
Y Johnson 
Y Jones, J 
Y Jones, S 
Y Jordan 
Y Kaiser 
Y Kendrick 
Y Kidd 
Y Knight 
Y Lane 
Y Lindsey 
Y Long 
N Maddox, B 
Y Maddox, G 
Y Manning 
    Marin 
Y Martin 
Y Maxwell 
Y Mayo 

Y Neal, Y 
Y Nimmer 
Y Nix 
Y Oliver 
Y O'Neal 
N Pak 
Y Parent 
Y Parrish 
Y Parsons 
Y Peake 
Y Powell, A 
Y Powell, J 
Y Pruett 
Y Purcell 
Y Ramsey 
Y Randall 
Y Reece 
Y Rice 
Y Riley 
Y Roberts 
Y Rogers, C 
Y Rogers, T 
Y Rynders 
E Scott, M  
Y Scott, S 
    Setzler 

N Spencer 
Y Stephens, M 
Y Stephens, R 
    Stephenson 
Y Talton 
Y Tankersley 
N Taylor, D 
N Taylor, R 
Y Taylor, T 
Y Teasley 
Y Thomas 
    VACANT 
Y Waites 
Y Watson 
Y Welch 
    Weldon 
Y Wilkerson 
Y Wilkinson 
Y Willard 
Y Williams, A 
Y Williams, C 
Y Williams, E 
Y Williams, R 
Y Williamson 
Y Yates 
    Ralston, Speaker 

   
 On the passage of the Bill, by substitute, the ayes were 155, nays 11. 
 
 The Bill, having received the requisite constitutional majority, was passed, by 
substitute. 
 
 The following message was received from the Senate through Mr. Ewing, the 
Secretary thereof: 
 
Mr. Speaker: 
 
 The Senate has passed by the requisite constitutional majority the following bill of the 
Senate:   
 
SB 492. By Senator Mullis of the 53rd: 

 
A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Code Section 50-5-67 of the Official 
Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to state purchasing through competitive 
bidding, so as to require that state contract awards for heavy equipment follow 
certain specific procedures; to provide for related matters; to provide for an 
effective date; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.  
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 Under the general order of business, established by the Committee on Rules, the 
following Bills and Resolution of the House were taken up for consideration and read the 
third time: 
 
HB 1165. By Representatives Clark of the 98th, Sheldon of the 105th, Rice of the 51st, 

Harrell of the 106th, Thomas of the 100th and others: 
 

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Code Section 48-5-299 of the Official 
Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to ascertainment of taxable property, 
assessments against unreturned property, penalty for unreturned property, 
and changing real property values established by appeal in prior year, so as to 
eliminate a population provision; to provide for penalties for certain 
unreturned property; to provide for related matters; to repeal conflicting laws; 
and for other purposes.  
 

 The report of the Committee, which was favorable to the passage of the Bill, was 
agreed to. 
 
 On the passage of the Bill, the roll call was ordered and the vote was as follows: 
 
    Abdul-Salaam 
Y Abrams 
    Allison 
Y Amerson 
Y Anderson 
Y Ashe 
Y Atwood 
Y Baker 
Y Battles 
Y Beasley-Teague 
Y Bell 
Y Benfield 
Y Benton 
Y Beverly 
Y Black 
Y Braddock 
Y Brockway 
Y Brooks 
E Bruce 
Y Bryant 
Y Buckner 
Y Burns 
Y Byrd 
Y Carson 
Y Carter 
Y Casas 
Y Channell 
Y Cheokas 
Y Clark, J 
Y Clark, V 

Y Davis 
Y Dawkins-Haigler 
Y Dempsey 
Y Dickerson 
Y Dickey 
Y Dickson 
Y Dobbs 
Y Dollar 
Y Drenner 
Y Dudgeon 
    Dukes 
Y Dunahoo 
Y Dutton 
    Ehrhart 
Y England 
Y Epps, C 
Y Epps, J 
E Evans 
    Floyd 
Y Fludd 
Y Frazier 
Y Fullerton 
Y Gardner 
Y Geisinger 
Y Golick 
Y Gordon 
Y Greene 
Y Hamilton 
Y Hanner 
Y Harbin 

Y Heckstall 
Y Hembree 
Y Henson 
Y Hightower 
Y Hill 
Y Holcomb 
Y Holmes 
Y Holt 
Y Horne 
Y Houston 
Y Howard 
E Hudson 
Y Hugley 
Y Jackson 
Y Jacobs 
Y James 
Y Jasperse 
Y Jerguson 
Y Johnson 
Y Jones, J 
Y Jones, S 
Y Jordan 
Y Kaiser 
    Kendrick 
Y Kidd 
Y Knight 
Y Lane 
Y Lindsey 
Y Long 
Y Maddox, B 

Y McBrayer 
Y McCall 
Y McKillip 
Y Meadows 
Y Mitchell 
Y Morgan 
E Morris 
Y Mosby 
Y Murphy 
Y Neal, J 
Y Neal, Y 
Y Nimmer 
Y Nix 
Y Oliver 
    O'Neal 
Y Pak 
Y Parent 
Y Parrish 
Y Parsons 
Y Peake 
Y Powell, A 
Y Powell, J 
Y Pruett 
Y Purcell 
Y Ramsey 
Y Randall 
Y Reece 
Y Rice 
Y Riley 
Y Roberts 

Y Shaw 
Y Sheldon 
Y Sims, B 
Y Sims, C 
Y Smith, E 
Y Smith, K 
Y Smith, L 
Y Smith, R 
Y Smith, T 
Y Smyre 
Y Spencer 
Y Stephens, M 
Y Stephens, R 
Y Stephenson 
Y Talton 
Y Tankersley 
Y Taylor, D 
Y Taylor, R 
Y Taylor, T 
Y Teasley 
Y Thomas 
    VACANT 
Y Waites 
Y Watson 
Y Welch 
Y Weldon 
Y Wilkerson 
Y Wilkinson 
Y Willard 
Y Williams, A 
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Y Coleman 
Y Collins 
Y Cooke 
Y Coomer 
Y Cooper 
Y Crawford 

Y Harden, B 
Y Harden, M 
Y Harrell 
Y Hatchett 
Y Hatfield 
Y Heard 

Y Maddox, G 
Y Manning 
    Marin 
Y Martin 
Y Maxwell 
Y Mayo 

Y Rogers, C 
Y Rogers, T 
Y Rynders 
E Scott, M  
Y Scott, S 
    Setzler 

Y Williams, C 
Y Williams, E 
Y Williams, R 
Y Williamson 
Y Yates 
    Ralston, Speaker 

   
 On the passage of the Bill, the ayes were 164, nays 0. 
 
 The Bill, having received the requisite constitutional majority, was passed. 
 
HR 1237. By Representatives Martin of the 47th, Meadows of the 5th, Sheldon of the 

105th, Hill of the 21st, Roberts of the 154th and others: 
 

A RESOLUTION urging the federal government to cease the collection of 
motor fuel taxes in Georgia; and for other purposes.  
 

 The report of the Committee, which was favorable to the adoption of the Resolution, 
was agreed to. 
 
 On the adoption of the Resolution, the roll call was ordered and the vote was as 
follows: 
 
    Abdul-Salaam 
N Abrams 
Y Allison 
Y Amerson 
Y Anderson 
N Ashe 
Y Atwood 
Y Baker 
Y Battles 
Y Beasley-Teague 
N Bell 
    Benfield 
Y Benton 
N Beverly 
Y Black 
Y Braddock 
Y Brockway 
N Brooks 
E Bruce 
Y Bryant 
N Buckner 
Y Burns 
Y Byrd 
Y Carson 
Y Carter 
Y Casas 
Y Channell 
Y Cheokas 

Y Davis 
N Dawkins-Haigler 
Y Dempsey 
    Dickerson 
Y Dickey 
Y Dickson 
Y Dobbs 
Y Dollar 
Y Drenner 
Y Dudgeon 
Y Dukes 
Y Dunahoo 
Y Dutton 
    Ehrhart 
Y England 
Y Epps, C 
Y Epps, J 
E Evans 
N Floyd 
N Fludd 
N Frazier 
Y Fullerton 
N Gardner 
Y Geisinger 
Y Golick 
Y Gordon 
Y Greene 
    Hamilton 

N Heckstall 
Y Hembree 
N Henson 
Y Hightower 
Y Hill 
Y Holcomb 
Y Holmes 
Y Holt 
Y Horne 
Y Houston 
Y Howard 
E Hudson 
N Hugley 
Y Jackson 
Y Jacobs 
Y James 
Y Jasperse 
Y Jerguson 
Y Johnson 
Y Jones, J 
Y Jones, S 
Y Jordan 
Y Kaiser 
Y Kendrick 
Y Kidd 
Y Knight 
Y Lane 
Y Lindsey 

Y McBrayer 
Y McCall 
Y McKillip 
Y Meadows 
N Mitchell 
Y Morgan 
E Morris 
N Mosby 
Y Murphy 
Y Neal, J 
    Neal, Y 
Y Nimmer 
Y Nix 
N Oliver 
Y O'Neal 
    Pak 
N Parent 
Y Parrish 
Y Parsons 
Y Peake 
Y Powell, A 
Y Powell, J 
Y Pruett 
Y Purcell 
Y Ramsey 
N Randall 
Y Reece 
Y Rice 

Y Shaw 
Y Sheldon 
Y Sims, B 
Y Sims, C 
N Smith, E 
Y Smith, K 
Y Smith, L 
Y Smith, R 
Y Smith, T 
Y Smyre 
Y Spencer 
N Stephens, M 
Y Stephens, R 
N Stephenson 
Y Talton 
Y Tankersley 
Y Taylor, D 
N Taylor, R 
Y Taylor, T 
Y Teasley 
N Thomas 
    VACANT 
Y Waites 
Y Watson 
Y Welch 
Y Weldon 
N Wilkerson 
Y Wilkinson 
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Y Clark, J 
Y Clark, V 
Y Coleman 
Y Collins 
Y Cooke 
Y Coomer 
Y Cooper 
Y Crawford 

Y Hanner 
Y Harbin 
Y Harden, B 
Y Harden, M 
Y Harrell 
Y Hatchett 
Y Hatfield 
N Heard 

Y Long 
Y Maddox, B 
Y Maddox, G 
Y Manning 
    Marin 
Y Martin 
Y Maxwell 
Y Mayo 

Y Riley 
Y Roberts 
Y Rogers, C 
Y Rogers, T 
Y Rynders 
E Scott, M  
N Scott, S 
    Setzler 

Y Willard 
N Williams, A 
Y Williams, C 
N Williams, E 
Y Williams, R 
Y Williamson 
Y Yates 
    Ralston, Speaker 

   
 On the adoption of the Resolution, the ayes were 135, nays 29. 
 
 The Resolution, having received the requisite constitutional majority, was adopted. 
 
 Due to a mechanical malfunction, the vote of Representative Hamilton of the 23rd 
was not recorded on the preceding roll call.  He wished to be recorded as voting "aye" 
thereon. 
 
HB 1089. By Representatives Carson of the 43rd, Rice of the 51st, Manning of the 

32nd, Ehrhart of the 36th, Lindsey of the 54th and others: 
 

A BILL to be entitled an Act to repeal and reserve Chapter 67 of Title 36 of 
the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to zoning proposal review 
procedures; to provide for related matters; to provide an effective date; to 
repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.  
 

 The report of the Committee, which was favorable to the passage of the Bill, was 
agreed to. 
 
 On the passage of the Bill, the roll call was ordered and the vote was as follows: 
 
    Abdul-Salaam 
Y Abrams 
Y Allison 
Y Amerson 
Y Anderson 
N Ashe 
Y Atwood 
Y Baker 
Y Battles 
N Beasley-Teague 
Y Bell 
N Benfield 
Y Benton 
Y Beverly 
Y Black 
Y Braddock 
Y Brockway 
Y Brooks 
E Bruce 

Y Davis 
Y Dawkins-Haigler 
Y Dempsey 
Y Dickerson 
Y Dickey 
Y Dickson 
N Dobbs 
Y Dollar 
Y Drenner 
Y Dudgeon 
Y Dukes 
Y Dunahoo 
Y Dutton 
Y Ehrhart 
Y England 
Y Epps, C 
Y Epps, J 
E Evans 
Y Floyd 

N Heckstall 
Y Hembree 
N Henson 
Y Hightower 
Y Hill 
Y Holcomb 
Y Holmes 
Y Holt 
Y Horne 
Y Houston 
Y Howard 
E Hudson 
    Hugley 
Y Jackson 
N Jacobs 
N James 
Y Jasperse 
Y Jerguson 
Y Johnson 

Y McBrayer 
Y McCall 
Y McKillip 
Y Meadows 
Y Mitchell 
Y Morgan 
E Morris 
Y Mosby 
N Murphy 
Y Neal, J 
Y Neal, Y 
Y Nimmer 
Y Nix 
N Oliver 
Y O'Neal 
Y Pak 
Y Parent 
Y Parrish 
Y Parsons 

Y Shaw 
Y Sheldon 
Y Sims, B 
Y Sims, C 
Y Smith, E 
Y Smith, K 
Y Smith, L 
Y Smith, R 
Y Smith, T 
Y Smyre 
Y Spencer 
Y Stephens, M 
Y Stephens, R 
Y Stephenson 
Y Talton 
N Tankersley 
Y Taylor, D 
Y Taylor, R 
N Taylor, T 
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Y Bryant 
Y Buckner 
Y Burns 
Y Byrd 
Y Carson 
Y Carter 
Y Casas 
Y Channell 
Y Cheokas 
Y Clark, J 
Y Clark, V 
Y Coleman 
Y Collins 
Y Cooke 
Y Coomer 
    Cooper 
Y Crawford 

Y Fludd 
Y Frazier 
    Fullerton 
Y Gardner 
Y Geisinger 
Y Golick 
Y Gordon 
Y Greene 
Y Hamilton 
Y Hanner 
Y Harbin 
Y Harden, B 
Y Harden, M 
Y Harrell 
Y Hatchett 
Y Hatfield 
Y Heard 

Y Jones, J 
Y Jones, S 
Y Jordan 
Y Kaiser 
Y Kendrick 
Y Kidd 
Y Knight 
Y Lane 
Y Lindsey 
Y Long 
Y Maddox, B 
Y Maddox, G 
Y Manning 
Y Marin 
Y Martin 
Y Maxwell 
Y Mayo 

Y Peake 
Y Powell, A 
Y Powell, J 
Y Pruett 
Y Purcell 
Y Ramsey 
N Randall 
Y Reece 
Y Rice 
N Riley 
Y Roberts 
Y Rogers, C 
Y Rogers, T 
Y Rynders 
E Scott, M  
Y Scott, S 
    Setzler 

N Teasley 
Y Thomas 
    VACANT 
N Waites 
Y Watson 
Y Welch 
Y Weldon 
Y Wilkerson 
N Wilkinson 
Y Willard 
Y Williams, A 
Y Williams, C 
N Williams, E 
Y Williams, R 
Y Williamson 
Y Yates 
    Ralston, Speaker 

   
 On the passage of the Bill, the ayes were 150, nays 18. 
 
 The Bill, having received the requisite constitutional majority, was passed. 
 
 Representatives Beasley-Teague of the 65th and Teasley of the 38th stated that they 
inadvertently voted "nay" on the preceding roll call.  They wished to be recorded as 
voting "aye" thereon. 
 
HB 822. By Representatives Lindsey of the 54th, Lane of the 167th, Atwood of the 

179th, Oliver of the 83rd and Dollar of the 45th: 
 

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Chapter 3 of Title 23 and Chapter 4 of 
Title 49 of the O.C.G.A., relating to equitable remedies and proceedings 
generally and public assistance, respectively, so as to comprehensively 
address the submission of false claims to the state, the Georgia Medicaid 
program, and local governments; to enact the "Georgia Taxpayer Protection 
False Claims Act"; to substantially revise the "State False Medicaid Claims 
Act"; to change and provide for definitions; to change the elements of false 
or fraudulent Medicaid claims; to provide for related matters; to repeal 
conflicting laws; and for other purposes.  
 

 The following Committee substitute was read and adopted: 
 

A BILL TO BE ENTITLED 
AN ACT 

 
To amend Chapter 3 of Title 23 and Chapter 4 of Title 49 of the Official Code of Georgia 
Annotated, relating to equitable remedies and proceedings generally and public 
assistance, respectively, so as to comprehensively address the submission of false claims 
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to the state, the Georgia Medicaid program, and local governments; to enact the "Georgia 
Taxpayer Protection False Claims Act"; to provide for a short title; to provide for 
definitions; to provide for liability to this state for certain false claims; to provide for civil 
actions for false claims submitted to this state or to local governments; to provide for 
exclusions for certain civil actions; to provide for procedure; to provide for burden of 
proof; to provide for statute of limitations; to provide for venue; to provide for civil 
investigative demands; to provide for remedies under other laws; to provide for 
severability; to provide for construction; to substantially revise the "State False Medicaid 
Claims Act"; to change and provide for definitions; to change the elements of false or 
fraudulent Medicaid claims; to redirect proceeds from the Indigent Care Trust Fund to the 
Georgia Department of Community Health; to provide for the Attorney General to 
intervene in a civil action; to repeal provisions relating to employee discrimination or 
harassment by an employer while an employee pursues a civil action under the "State 
False Medicaid Claims Act" and provide for remedies for such conduct and other conduct 
involving employees, contractors, and agents; to change and create provisions relating to 
the statute of limitations; to provide for related matters; to repeal conflicting laws; and for 
other purposes. 
 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF GEORGIA: 
 

PART I 
SECTION 1-1. 

 
Part I of this Act shall be known and may be cited as the "Georgia Taxpayer Protection 
False Claims Act." 
 

SECTION 1-2. 
Chapter 3 of Title 23 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to equitable 
remedies and proceedings generally, is amended by adding a new article to read as 
follows: 
 

"ARTICLE 6 
 

23-3-120. 
As used in this article, the term: 

(1)  'Claim' means any request or demand, whether under a contract or otherwise, for 
money or property, and whether or not this state or a local government has title to 
such money or property that is: 

(A)  Presented to an officer, employee, or agent of the state or local government; 
(B)  Made to a contractor, grantee, or other recipient, if the money or property is to 
be spent or used on the state's or local government's behalf or to advance a state or 
local government program or interest, and if the state or local government: 
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(i)  Provides or has provided any portion of the money or property requested or 
demanded; or 
(ii)  Will reimburse such contractor, grantee, or other recipient for any portion of 
the money or property which is requested or demanded. 

Such term shall not include requests or demands for money or property that the state 
or local government has paid to an individual as compensation for state or local 
government employment or as an income subsidy with no restrictions on that 
individual's use of the money or property. 
(2)  'Knowing' and 'knowingly' mean that a person, with respect to information: 

(A)  Has actual knowledge of the information; 
(B)  Acts in deliberate ignorance of the truth or falsity of the information; or 
(C)  Acts in reckless disregard of the truth or falsity of the information. 

No proof of specific intent to defraud is required. 
(3)  'Local government' means any Georgia county, municipal corporation, 
consolidated government, authority, board of education or other local public board, 
body, or commission, town, school district, board of cooperative educational services, 
local public benefit corporation, hospital authority, taxing authority, or other political 
subdivision of the state or of such local government, including MARTA. 
(4)  'Material' means having a natural tendency to influence, or be capable of 
influencing, the payment or receipt of money or property. 
(5)  'Obligation' means an established duty, whether fixed or not, arising from an 
express or implied contractual, grantor-grantee, or licensor-licensee relationship, from 
a fee based or similar relationship, from law or regulation, or from the retention of 
any overpayment. 
(6)  'State' means the State of Georgia and any state department, board, bureau, 
division, commission, committee, public benefit corporation, public authority, 
council, office, or other governmental entity performing a governmental or 
proprietary function for this state. 

 
23-3-121. 
(a)  Any person, firm, corporation, or other legal entity that: 

(1)  Knowingly presents or causes to be presented a false or fraudulent claim for 
payment or approval; 
(2)  Knowingly makes, uses, or causes to be made or used a false record or statement 
material to a false or fraudulent claim; 
(3)  Conspires to commit a violation of paragraph (1), (2), (4), (5), (6), or (7) of this 
subsection; 
(4)  Has possession, custody, or control of property or money used, or to be used, by 
the state or local government and knowingly delivers, or causes to be delivered, less 
than all of that money or property; 
(5)  Being authorized to make or deliver a document certifying receipt of property 
used, or to be used, by the state or local government and, intending to defraud the 
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state or local government, makes or delivers the receipt without completely knowing 
that the information on the receipt is true; 
(6)  Knowingly buys, or receives as a pledge of an obligation or debt, public property 
from an officer or employee of the state or local government who lawfully may not 
sell or pledge the property; or 
(7)  Knowingly makes, uses, or causes to be made or used a false record or statement 
material to an obligation to pay or transmit money or property to the state or local 
government, or knowingly conceals, knowingly and improperly avoids, or decreases 
an obligation to pay or transmit money or property to the state or a local government 

shall be liable to the State of Georgia for a civil penalty of not less than $5,500.00 and 
not more than $11,000.00 for each false or fraudulent claim, plus three times the 
amount of damages which the state or local government sustains because of the act of 
such person. 
(b)  The provisions of subsection (a) of this Code section notwithstanding, if the court 
finds that: 

(1)  The person committing the violation of this subsection furnished officials of the 
state or local government responsible for investigating false claims violations with all 
information known to such person about the violation within 30 days after the date on 
which the defendant first obtained the information; 
(2)  Such person fully cooperated with any government investigation of such 
violation; and 
(3)  At the time such person furnished the state or local government with the 
information about the violation, no criminal prosecution, civil action, or 
administrative action had commenced under this article with respect to such violation, 
and the person did not have actual knowledge of the existence of an investigation into 
such violation, 

the court may assess not more than two times the amount of the actual damages which 
the state or local government sustained because of the act of such person. 
(c)  A person violating any provision of this Code section shall also be liable to the state 
or local government for all costs, reasonable expenses, and reasonable attorney's fees 
incurred by the state or local government in prosecuting a civil action brought to 
recover the damages and penalties provided under this article. 
(d)  Any information furnished pursuant to paragraph (2) of subsection (b) of this Code 
section shall be exempt from disclosure under Article 4 of Chapter 18 of Title 50. 
(e)  This Code section shall not apply to claims, records, or statements made concerning 
taxes under the revenue laws of this state. 

 
23-3-122. 
(a)  The Attorney General shall be authorized to investigate suspected, alleged, and 
reported violations of this article.  If the Attorney General finds that a person has 
violated or is violating this article, then the Attorney General may bring a civil action 
against such person under this article.  The Attorney General may delegate authority to 
a district attorney or other appropriate official of a local government to investigate 
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violations that may have resulted in damages to such local government under Code 
Section 23-3-121 and may delegate to the local government the authority to bring a 
civil action on its own behalf, or on behalf of any subdivision of such local government, 
to recover damages sustained by such local government as a result of such violations, as 
well as all multiple damages, costs, expenses, attorney's fees, and civil penalties 
available under Code Section 23-3-121.  The Attorney General may delegate to a 
district attorney or local government the authority to pursue an action brought by a 
private person under subsection (b) of this Code section.  Notwithstanding any such 
delegation of authority, the Attorney General shall retain the authority to continue or 
discontinue the prosecution of any such action and to withdraw any such authority 
previously delegated to a district attorney or local government. 

(b)(1)  Subject to the exclusions set forth in this Code section, a civil action under this 
article may also be brought by a private person.  A civil action shall be brought in the 
name of the State of Georgia or local government, as applicable.  The civil action may 
be dismissed only if the Attorney General gives written consent to the dismissal 
stating the reasons for consenting to such dismissal and the court enters an order 
approving the dismissal. 
(2)  A copy of the complaint and written disclosure of substantially all material 
evidence and information the person possesses shall be served on the Attorney 
General by certified mail or statutory overnight delivery.  The complaint shall be filed 
in camera and under seal, shall remain under seal for at least 60 days, and shall not be 
served on the defendant until the court so orders.  The state or, if delegated the 
authority by the Attorney General, local government may elect to intervene and 
proceed with the action within 60 days after the Attorney General receives both the 
complaint and the material evidence and information. 
(3)  The state or, if delegated the authority by the Attorney General, the local 
government may, for good cause shown, move the court for extensions of the time 
during which the complaint remains under seal under paragraph (2) of this subsection.  
Any such motions may be supported by affidavits or other submissions in camera.  
The defendant shall not be required to respond to any complaint filed under this Code 
section until 30 days after the complaint is unsealed and served upon the defendant. 
(4)  Before the expiration of the 60 day period or any extensions obtained under 
paragraph (3) of this subsection, the state or local government shall: 

(A)  Proceed with the civil action, in which case the civil action shall be conducted 
by the state or local government; or 
(B)  Notify the court that it declines to take over the civil action, in which case the 
person bringing the civil action shall have the right to proceed with the civil action. 

(5)  When a person brings a civil action under this subsection, no person other than 
the state or, if delegated the authority by the Attorney General, the local government 
may intervene or bring a related civil action based on the facts underlying the pending 
civil action. 
(6)  Any evidence and information provided to the Attorney General or his or her 
designee, including any district attorney or local government, by a private person in 
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connection with an action under this Code section shall not constitute public records 
and shall be exempt from disclosure under Article 4 of Chapter 18 of Title 50.  Any 
such evidence also shall be protected by the common interest privilege and work 
product doctrine.  To effectuate the law enforcement purposes of this article in 
combating fraud and false claims directed at the public's funds, it is the public policy 
of this state that private persons be authorized to take actions to provide to the 
Attorney General or local government such information and evidence. 
(c)(1)  If the state or local government elects to intervene and proceeds with the civil 
action, it shall have the primary responsibility for prosecuting the civil action and 
shall not be bound by an act of the person bringing such civil action.  Such person 
shall have the right to continue as a party to the civil action, subject to the limitations 
set forth in this subsection. 
(2)  If the Attorney General has consented to a dismissal or elected not to proceed 
with a civil action, a local government may dismiss the civil action, notwithstanding 
the objections of the person initiating the civil action, if the person has been notified 
by the local government of the filing of the motion and the court has provided the 
person with an opportunity for a hearing on the motion. 
(3)  The state or local government may settle the civil action with the defendant, 
notwithstanding the objections of the person initiating the civil action, if the court 
determines, after a hearing, that the proposed settlement is fair, adequate, and 
reasonable under all the circumstances.  Upon a showing of good cause, such hearing 
may be held in camera. 
(4)  Upon a showing by the state or local government that unrestricted participation 
during the course of the litigation by the person initiating the civil action would 
interfere with or unduly delay the state or local government's litigation of the case, or 
would be repetitious, irrelevant, or for purposes of harassment, the court may, in its 
discretion, impose limitations on the person's participation, such as: 

(A)  Limiting the number of witnesses the person may call; 
(B)  Limiting the length of the testimony of such witnesses; 
(C)  Limiting the person's cross-examination of witnesses; or 
(D)  Otherwise limiting the participation of the person in the litigation. 

(d)  Upon a showing by the defendant that unrestricted participation during the course 
of the litigation by the person initiating the civil action would be for purposes of 
harassment or would cause the defendant undue burden or unnecessary expense, the 
court may limit the participation of the person in the litigation. 
(e)  If the state or local government elects not to proceed with the civil action, the 
person who initiated the civil action shall have the right to conduct the civil action.  If 
the state or local government so requests, it shall be served with copies of all pleadings 
filed in the civil action and shall be supplied, without cost, with copies of all deposition 
transcripts.  When a person proceeds with the civil action, the court may nevertheless 
permit the state or local government to intervene at a later date upon a showing of good 
cause. 
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(f)  Whether or not the state or local government proceeds with the civil action, upon a 
showing by the state or local government that certain actions of discovery by the person 
initiating the civil action would interfere with the state or local government's 
investigation or prosecution of a criminal or civil matter arising out of the same facts, 
the court may stay such discovery for a period of not more than 60 days.  Such a 
showing shall be conducted in camera.  The court may extend the 60 day period upon a 
further showing in camera that the state or local government has pursued the criminal or 
civil investigation or proceedings with reasonable diligence, and any proposed 
discovery in the civil action will interfere with the ongoing criminal or civil 
investigation or proceedings. 
(g)  Notwithstanding subsection (b) of this Code section, the state or local government 
may elect to pursue its claim through any alternate remedy available to the state or local 
government, including any administrative proceeding to determine a civil money 
penalty.  If any such alternate remedy is pursued in another proceeding, the person 
initiating the civil action shall have the same rights in such proceeding as such person 
would have had if the civil action had continued under this Code section.  Any finding 
of fact or conclusion of law made in such other proceeding that becomes final shall be 
conclusive on all parties to a civil action under this Code section.  For purposes of this 
subsection, a finding or conclusion shall be deemed final if it has been finally 
determined on appeal to the appropriate court, if all time for filing such an appeal with 
respect to the finding or conclusion has expired, or if the finding or conclusion is not 
subject to judicial review. 

(h)(1)  If the state or local government proceeds with a civil action brought by a 
private person under subsection (b) of this Code section, such person shall, subject to 
the second sentence of this paragraph, receive at least 15 percent but not more than 25 
percent of the proceeds of the civil action or settlement of the claim, depending upon 
the extent to which the person substantially contributed to the prosecution of the civil 
action.  Where the civil action is one which the court finds to be based primarily on 
disclosures of specific information, other than information provided by the person 
bringing the civil action, relating to allegations or transactions in a criminal, civil, or 
administrative hearing; in a legislative, administrative, or State Accounting Office 
report, hearing, audit, or investigation; or from the news media, the court may award 
such sums as it considers appropriate, but in no case more than 10 percent of the 
proceeds, taking into account the significance of the information and the role of the 
person bringing such civil action in advancing the case to litigation.  Any payment to 
a person under the first or second sentence of this paragraph shall be made from the 
proceeds.  Any such person shall also receive an amount for reasonable expenses 
which the court finds to have been necessarily incurred, plus reasonable attorney's 
fees and costs.  All such expenses, fees, and costs shall be awarded against the 
defendant. 
(2)  If the state or local government does not proceed with a civil action under this 
Code section, the person bringing the civil action or settling the claim shall receive an 
amount which the court decides is reasonable for collecting the civil penalty and 
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damages.  Such amount shall be not less than 25 percent and not more than 30 percent 
of the proceeds of the civil action or settlement and shall be paid out of such proceeds.  
Such person shall also receive an amount for reasonable expenses which the court 
finds to have been necessarily incurred, plus reasonable attorney's fees and costs.  All 
such expenses, fees, and costs shall be awarded against the defendant. 
(3)  Whether or not the state or local government proceeds with the civil action, if the 
court finds that the civil action was brought by a person who planned and initiated the 
violation of this article upon which the civil action was brought, then the court may, 
to the extent the court considers appropriate, reduce the share of the proceeds of the 
civil action which the person would otherwise receive under paragraph (1) or (2) of 
this subsection, taking into account the role of that person in advancing the case to 
litigation and any relevant circumstances pertaining to the violation.  If the person 
bringing the civil action is convicted of criminal conduct arising from his or her role 
in the violation of this article, such person shall be dismissed from the civil action and 
shall not receive any share of the proceeds of the civil action.  Such dismissal shall 
not prejudice the right of the State of Georgia to continue the civil action, represented 
by the Attorney General or local government attorney to whom the Attorney General 
has delegated authority. 
(4)  If the state or local government does not proceed with the civil action and the 
person bringing the civil action conducts the civil action, the court may award to the 
defendant its reasonable attorney's fees and expenses against the person bringing the 
civil action if the defendant prevails in the civil action and the court finds that the 
claim of the person bringing the civil action was clearly frivolous, clearly vexatious, 
or brought primarily for purposes of harassment. 

(i)  For purposes of this subsection, the term 'public employee,' 'public official,' and 
'public employment' shall include federal, state, and local employees and officials.  No 
civil action shall be brought under this article by a person who is or was a public 
employee or public official if the allegations of such action are substantially based 
upon: 

(1)  Allegations of wrongdoing or misconduct which such person had a duty or 
obligation to report or investigate within the scope of his or her public employment or 
office; or 
(2)  Information or records to which such person had access as a result of his or her 
public employment or office. 
(j)(1)  No court shall have jurisdiction over a civil action brought under subsection (b) 
of this Code section against a member of the General Assembly or a member of the 
judiciary if the civil action is based on evidence or information known to the state 
when the civil action was brought. 
(2)  In no event may a person bring a civil action under subsection (b) of this Code 
section which is based upon allegations or transactions which are the subject of a civil 
or administrative proceeding to which the State of Georgia is already party. 
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(3)  The court shall dismiss a civil action or claim under this Code section, unless 
opposed by the state or local government, if substantially the same allegations or 
transactions as alleged in the action or claim were publicly disclosed: 

(A)  In a state criminal, civil, or administrative hearing in which the state or local 
government or its agent is a party; 
(B)  In a state or local government legislative or other state or local government 
report, hearing, audit, or investigation that is made on the public record or 
disseminated broadly to the general public; provided that such information shall not 
be deemed publicly disclosed in a report or investigation because it was disclosed or 
provided pursuant to Article 4 of Chapter 18 of Title 50, the federal Freedom of 
Information Act, or under any other federal, state, or local law, rule, or program 
enabling the public to request, receive, or view documents or information in the 
possession of public officials or public agencies; or 
(C)  From the news media, provided that such allegations or transactions are not 
publicly disclosed in the news media merely because information of allegations or 
transactions have been posted on the Internet or on a computer network, unless the 
action is brought by the Attorney General or local government, or the person 
bringing the action is an original source of the information.  For purposes of this 
subparagraph, the term 'original source' means a person who: 

(i)  Prior to a public disclosure under this paragraph, has voluntarily disclosed to 
the state or a local government the information on which allegations or 
transactions in a claim are based; or 
(ii)  Has knowledge that is independent of and materially adds to the publicly 
disclosed allegations or transactions and who has voluntarily provided the 
information to the state or a local government before filing a civil action under this 
Code section. 

(k)  The state or local government shall not be liable for expenses which a private 
person incurs in bringing a civil action under this article. 

(l)(1)  Any employee, contractor, or agent shall be entitled to all relief necessary to 
make that employee, contractor, or agent whole if that employee, contractor, or agent 
is discharged, demoted, suspended, threatened, harassed, or in any other manner 
discriminated against in the terms and conditions of employment because of lawful 
acts done by the employee, contractor, agent, or associated others in furtherance of a 
civil action under this Code section or other efforts to stop one or more violations of 
this article. 
(2)  Relief under paragraph (1) of this subsection shall include reinstatement with the 
same seniority status that the employee, contractor, or agent would have had but for 
the discrimination, two times the amount of back pay, interest on the back pay, and 
compensation for any special damages sustained as a result of the discrimination, 
including litigation costs and reasonable attorney's fees.  An action under this 
subsection may be brought in the appropriate superior court of this state for the relief 
provided in this subsection. 
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(3)  A civil action under this subsection shall not be brought more than three years 
after the date when the discrimination occurred. 

 
23-3-123. 
(a)  Except as provided in paragraph (3) of subsection (l) of Code Section 23-3-122, all 
civil actions under this article shall be filed pursuant to Code Section 23-3-122 within 
six years after the date the violation was committed or three years after the date when 
facts material to the right of civil action are known or reasonably should have been 
known by the state or local government official charged with the responsibility to act in 
the circumstances, whichever occurs last; provided, however, that in no event shall any 
civil action be filed more than ten years after the date upon which the violation was 
committed. 
(b)  A subpoena requiring the attendance of a witness at a trial or hearing conducted 
under Code Section 23-3-122 may be served at any place in this state. 
(c)  For purposes of applying subsection (b) of Code Section 9-11-9, in pleading a civil 
action brought under this article, the qui tam plaintiff shall not be required to identify 
specific claims that result from an alleged course of misconduct or any specific records 
or statements used if the facts alleged in the complaint, if ultimately proven true, would 
provide a reasonable indication that one or more violations of Code Section 23-3-121 
are likely to have occurred and if the allegations in the pleading provide adequate notice 
of the specific nature of the alleged misconduct to permit the state or a local 
government to investigate effectively and defendants to defend fairly the allegations 
made. 
(d)  If the state or local government elects to intervene and proceed with a civil action 
brought under subsection (b) of Code Section 23-3-122, the state or local government 
may file its own complaint or amend the complaint of a person who has brought an 
action under such subsection to clarify or add detail to the claims in which the state or 
local government is intervening and to add any additional claims with respect to which 
the state or local government contends it is entitled to relief.  For statute of limitations 
purposes, any such state or local government pleading shall relate back to the filing date 
of the complaint of the person who originally brought the action, to the extent that the 
claim of the state or local government arises out of the conduct, transactions, or 
occurrences set forth, or attempted to be set forth, in the prior complaint of that person. 
(e)  In any action brought under Code Section 23-3-122, the plaintiff shall be required 
to prove all essential elements of the cause of action, including damages, by a 
preponderance of the evidence. 
(f)  Notwithstanding any other provision of law, a final judgment rendered in favor of 
the state or local government or the United States in any criminal proceeding charging 
fraud or false statements, whether upon a verdict after trial or upon a plea of guilty or 
nolo contendere, shall estop the defendant from denying the essential elements of the 
offense in any civil action which involves the same transaction as in the criminal 
proceeding and which is brought under subsection (a) or (b) of Code Section 23-3-122. 
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23-3-124. 
All civil actions brought under this article in a court of this state shall be brought in the 
county where the defendant or any one defendant, in the case of multiple defendants or 
defendants who are not residents of the State of Georgia, resides, can be found, 
transacts business, or commits an act in furtherance of the submittal of a false or 
fraudulent claim to the state or local government.  Civil actions under this article may 
be brought in courts of the United States and other states if there is pendent jurisdiction. 

 
23-3-125. 
(a)  As used in this Code section, the term: 

(1)  'Custodian' means the custodian, or any deputy custodian, designated by the 
Attorney General under paragraph (1) of subsection (j) of this Code section. 
(2)  'Documentary material' includes the original or any copy of any book, record, 
report, memorandum, paper, communication, tabulation, chart, or other document or 
data compilations stored in or accessible through computer or other information 
retrieval system, together with instructions and all other materials necessary to use or 
interpret such data compilations, and any product of discovery. 
(3)  'False claims law' means: 

(A)  This article; and 
(B)  Any Act of Congress or of the legislature which prohibits or makes available to 
the federal government, state, or any local government in any court of this state, of 
another state or the District of Columbia, or of local government or of the United 
States any civil remedy with respect to any false claim against, bribery of, or 
corruption of any officer or employee of any state, the District of Columbia, local 
government, or the United States. 

(4)  'False claims law investigation' means any inquiry conducted by any false claims 
law investigator for the purpose of ascertaining whether any person is or has been 
engaged in any violation of a false claims law. 
(5)  'False claims law investigator' means any attorney or investigator employed by 
the Department of Law or any other agency of the federal government, state, or any 
local government who is charged with the duty of enforcing or carrying into effect 
any false claims law, or any officer or employee of the state or local government or 
the United States acting under the direction and supervision of such attorney or 
investigator in connection with a false claims law investigation. 
(6)  'Official use' means any use that is consistent with the law and the regulations and 
policies of the Department of Law or any other agency of the federal government, 
state, or any local government participating in any of the matters in question, 
including use in connection with internal memoranda, and reports; communications 
between the Attorney General or any other agency of the federal government, state, or 
any local government participating in the matters in question and any other agency of 
the federal government, state, or any local government, or a contractor of an agency 
of the federal government, state, or any local government, undertaken in furtherance 
of a federal, state, or local government or other governmental investigation or 
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prosecution of a case; interviews of any qui tam relator or other witness; oral 
examinations; depositions; preparation for and response to civil discovery requests; 
introduction into the record of a case or proceeding; applications, motions, 
memoranda, and briefs submitted to a court or other tribunal; and communications 
with federal, state, or local government or other governmental investigators, auditors, 
consultants and experts, the counsel of other parties, arbitrators, and mediators, 
concerning an investigation, case, or proceeding. 
(7)  'Person' means any natural person, partnership, corporation, association, or other 
legal entity, including any state or local government or political subdivision of a state. 
(8)  'Product of discovery' includes: 

(A)  The original or duplicate of any deposition, interrogatory, document, thing, 
result of the inspection of land or other property, examination, or admission which 
is obtained by any method of discovery in any judicial or administrative proceeding 
of an adversarial nature; 
(B)  Any digest, analysis, selection, compilation, or derivation of any item listed in 
subparagraph (A) of this paragraph; and 
(C)  Any index or other manner of access to any item listed in subparagraph (A) of 
this paragraph. 

(b)(1)  For purposes of this Code section, whenever the Attorney General, or his or 
her designee, has reason to believe that any person may be in possession, custody, or 
control of any documentary material or information relevant to a false claims law 
investigation, the Attorney General, or his or her designee, may, before commencing a 
civil proceeding under subsection (a) of Code Section 23-3-122 or other false claims 
law, or making an election under subsection (b) of Code Section 23-3-122, issue in 
writing and cause to be served upon such person a civil investigative demand 
requiring such person to: 

(A)  Produce such documentary material for inspection and copying; 
(B)  Answer in writing written interrogatories with respect to such documentary 
material or information; 
(C)  Give oral testimony concerning such documentary material or information; or 
(D)  Furnish any combination of such documentary material, answers, or testimony. 

The Attorney General may delegate the authority to issue civil investigative demands 
under this subsection, including to a district attorney or other local government 
attorney.  Whenever a civil investigative demand is an express demand for any 
product of discovery, the Attorney General, the deputy attorney general, or an 
assistant attorney general shall cause to be served, in any manner authorized by this 
Code section, a copy of such demand upon the person from whom the discovery was 
obtained and shall notify the person to whom such demand is issued of the date on 
which such copy was served.  Any information obtained by the Attorney General or a 
designee of the Attorney General under this Code section may be shared with any qui 
tam relator if the Attorney General or such designee determine it is necessary as part 
of any false claims law investigation. 
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(2)(A)  Each civil investigative demand issued under paragraph (1) of this 
subsection shall state the nature of the conduct constituting the alleged violation of a 
false claims law which is under investigation and the applicable provision of law 
alleged to have been violated. 
(B)  If such demand is for the production of documentary material, the demand 
shall: 

(i)  Describe each class of documentary material to be produced with such 
definiteness and certainty as to permit such documentary material to be fairly 
identified; 
(ii)  Prescribe a return date for each such class which will provide a reasonable 
period of time within which the documentary material so demanded may be 
assembled and made available for inspection and copying; and 
(iii)  Identify the false claims law investigator to whom such documentary material 
shall be made available. 

(C)  If such demand is for answers to written interrogatories, the demand shall: 
(i)  Set forth with specificity the written interrogatories to be answered; 
(ii)  Prescribe dates at which time the answers to such written interrogatories shall 
be submitted; and 
(iii)  Identify the false claims law investigator to whom such answers shall be 
submitted. 

(D)  If such demand is for the giving of oral testimony, the demand shall: 
(i)  Prescribe a date, time, and place at which the oral testimony shall be 
commenced; 
(ii)  Identify a false claims law investigator who shall conduct the examination and 
the custodian to whom the transcript of such examination shall be submitted; 
(iii)  Specify that such attendance and testimony are necessary to the conduct of 
the investigation; 
(iv)  Notify the person receiving the demand of the right to be accompanied by an 
attorney and any other representative; and 
(v)  Describe the general purpose for which the demand is being issued and the 
general nature of the testimony, including the primary areas of inquiry, which will 
be taken pursuant to the demand. 

(E)  Any civil investigative demand issued under this Code section which is an 
express demand for any product of discovery shall not be returned or returnable 
until 20 days after a copy of such demand has been served upon the person from 
whom the product of discovery was obtained. 
(F)  The date prescribed for the commencement of oral testimony pursuant to a civil 
investigative demand issued under this Code section shall be a date which is not less 
than seven days after the date on which such demand is received, unless the 
Attorney General or his or her designee determines that exceptional circumstances 
are present which warrant the commencement of such testimony within a lesser 
period of time. 
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(G)  The Attorney General or his or her designee shall not authorize the issuance 
under this Code section of more than one civil investigative demand for oral 
testimony by the same person unless the person requests otherwise or unless the 
Attorney General, after investigation, notifies that person in writing that an 
additional demand for oral testimony is necessary. 

(c)(1)  A civil investigative demand issued under subsection (b) of this Code section 
shall not require the production of any documentary material, the submission of any 
answers to written interrogatories, or the giving of any oral testimony if such 
documentary material, answers, or testimony would be protected from disclosure 
under: 

(A)  Standards applicable to subpoenas or subpoenas duces tecum issued by a court 
of the state or of the United States to aid in a grand jury investigation; or 
(B)  Standards applicable to discovery requests under Chapter 11 of Title 9, the 
'Georgia Civil Practice Act,' to the extent that the application of such standards to 
any such demand is appropriate and consistent with the provisions and purposes of 
this Code section. 

(2)  Any such demand which is an express demand for any product of discovery 
supersedes any inconsistent order, rule, or provision of law, other than this Code 
section, preventing or restraining disclosure of such product of discovery to any 
person.  Disclosure of any product of discovery pursuant to any such express demand 
shall not constitute a waiver of any right or privilege which the person making such 
disclosure may be entitled to invoke to resist discovery of trial preparation materials. 
(d)(1)  Any civil investigative demand issued under subsection (b) of this Code 
section may be served in this state by a false claims law investigator or by a sheriff, 
deputy sheriff, marshal, or deputy marshal at any place within the territorial 
jurisdiction of any court of this state. 
(2)  Any such demand or any petition filed under subsection (k) of this Code section 
may be served upon any person who is not found within the territorial jurisdiction of 
any court of this state in such manner as applicable law prescribes for service outside 
this state.  To the extent that the courts of this state can assert jurisdiction over any 
such person consistent with due process, any such court shall have the same 
jurisdiction to take any action respecting compliance with this Code section by any 
such person that such court would have if such person were personally within the 
jurisdiction of such court.  Compliance with this Code section may also be enforced in 
courts of other states, of the District of Columbia, and of the United States. 
(e)(1)  Service of any civil investigative demand issued under subsection (b) of this 
Code section or of any petition filed under subsection (k) of this Code section may be 
made upon a partnership, corporation, association, or other legal entity by: 

(A)  Delivering an executed copy of such demand or petition to any partner, 
executive officer, managing agent, or general agent of the partnership, corporation, 
association, or entity, or to any agent authorized by appointment or by law to 
receive service of process on behalf of such partnership, corporation, association, or 
entity; 
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(B)  Delivering an executed copy of such demand or petition to the principal office 
or place of business of the partnership, corporation, association, or entity; or 
(C)  Depositing an executed copy of such demand or petition via the United States 
Postal Service by registered or certified mail or statutory overnight delivery, return 
receipt requested, addressed to such partnership, corporation, association, or entity 
at its principal office or place of business. 

(2)  Service of any such demand or petition may be made upon any natural person by: 
(A)  Delivering an executed copy of such demand or petition to the person; or 
(B)  Depositing an executed copy of such demand or petition via the United States 
Postal Service by registered or certified mail or statutory overnight delivery, return 
receipt requested, addressed to the person at the person's residence or principal 
office or place of business. 

(f)  A verified return by the individual serving any civil investigative demand issued 
under subsection (b) of this Code section or any petition filed under subsection (k) of 
this Code section setting forth the manner of such service shall be proof of such service.  
In the case of service by registered or certified mail or statutory overnight delivery, 
such return shall be accompanied by the return post office receipt or other receipt of 
delivery of such demand. 

(g)(1)  The production of documentary material in response to a civil investigative 
demand served under this Code section shall be made under a sworn certificate, in 
such form as the demand designates, by: 

(A)  In the case of a natural person, the person to whom the demand is directed; or 
(B)  In the case of a person other than a natural person, a person having knowledge 
of the facts and circumstances relating to such production and authorized to act on 
behalf of such person. 

The certificate shall state that all of the documentary material required by the demand 
and in the possession, custody, or control of the person to whom the demand is 
directed has been produced and made available to the false claims law investigator 
identified in the demand. 
(2)  Any person upon whom any civil investigative demand for the production of 
documentary material has been served under this Code section shall make such 
documentary material available for inspection and copying to the false claims law 
investigator identified in such demand at the principal place of business of such 
person, or at such other place as the false claims law investigator and the person 
thereafter may agree and prescribe in writing, or as the court may direct under 
paragraph (1) of subsection (k) of this Code section.  Such documentary material shall 
be made so available on the return date specified in such demand, or on such later 
date as the false claims law investigator may prescribe in writing.  Such person may, 
upon written agreement between the person and the false claims law investigator, 
substitute copies for originals of all or any part of such documentary material. 

(h)  Each interrogatory in a civil investigative demand served under this Code section 
shall be answered separately and fully in writing under oath and shall be submitted 
under a sworn certificate, in such form as the demand designates, by: 
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(1)  In the case of a natural person, the person to whom the demand is directed; or 
(2)  In the case of a person other than a natural person, the person or persons 
responsible for answering each interrogatory. 

If any interrogatory is objected to, the reasons for the objection shall be stated in the 
certificate instead of an answer.  The certificate shall state that all information required 
by the demand and in the possession, custody, control, or knowledge of the person to 
whom the demand is directed has been submitted.  To the extent that any information is 
not furnished, the information shall be identified and reasons set forth with particularity 
regarding the reasons why the information was not furnished. 

(i)(1)  The examination of any person pursuant to a civil investigative demand for oral 
testimony served under this Code section shall be taken before an officer authorized 
to administer oaths and affirmations by the laws of this state, or of the United States, 
or of the place where the examination is held.  The officer before whom the testimony 
is to be taken shall put the witness on oath or affirmation and shall, personally or by 
someone acting under the direction of the officer and in the officer's presence, record 
the testimony of the witness.  The testimony shall be taken stenographically and shall 
be transcribed.  When the testimony is fully transcribed, the officer before whom the 
testimony is taken shall promptly transmit a copy of the transcript of the testimony to 
the custodian.  This subsection shall not preclude the taking of testimony by any 
means authorized by and in a manner consistent with Chapter 11 of Title 9, the 
'Georgia Civil Practice Act.' 
(2)  The false claims law investigator conducting the examination shall exclude from 
the place where the examination is held all persons except the person giving the 
testimony, the attorney for and any other representative of the person giving the 
testimony, the attorney for the state or local government, any person who may be 
agreed upon by the attorney for the state or local government and the person giving 
the testimony, the officer before whom the testimony is to be taken, and any 
stenographer taking such testimony. 
(3)  The oral testimony of any person taken pursuant to a civil investigative demand 
served under this Code section shall be taken in the county within which such person 
resides, is found, or transacts business, or in such other place as may be agreed upon 
by the false claims law investigator conducting the examination and such person. 
(4)  When the testimony is fully transcribed, the false claims law investigator or the 
officer before whom the testimony is taken shall afford the witness, who may be 
accompanied by counsel, a reasonable opportunity to examine and read the transcript, 
unless such examination and reading are waived by the witness.  Any changes in form 
or substance which the witness desires to make shall be entered and identified upon 
the transcript by the officer or the false claims law investigator, with a statement of 
the reasons given by the witness for making such changes.  The transcript shall then 
be signed by the witness, unless the witness in writing waives the signing, is ill, 
cannot be found, or refuses to sign.  If the transcript is not signed by the witness 
within 30 days after being afforded a reasonable opportunity to examine it, the officer 
or the false claims law investigator shall sign it and state on the record the fact of the 
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waiver, illness, absence, or the refusal to sign of the witness, together with the 
reasons, if any, given therefor. 
(5)  The officer before whom the testimony is taken shall certify on the transcript that 
the witness was sworn by the officer and that the transcript is a true record of the 
testimony given by the witness, and the officer or false claims law investigator shall 
promptly deliver the transcript, or send the transcript by registered or certified mail, to 
the custodian. 
(6)  Upon payment of reasonable charges therefor, the false claims law investigator 
shall furnish a copy of the transcript to the witness only, except that the Attorney 
General or his or her designee may, for good cause, limit such witness to inspection of 
the official transcript of the witness's testimony. 

(7)(A)  Any person compelled to appear for oral testimony under a civil 
investigative demand issued under subsection (b) of this Code section may be 
accompanied, represented, and advised by counsel.  Counsel may advise such 
person, in confidence, with respect to any question asked of such person.  Such 
person or counsel may object on the record to any question, in whole or in part, and 
shall briefly state for the record the reason for the objection.  An objection may be 
made, received, and entered upon the record when it is claimed that such person is 
entitled to refuse to answer the question on the grounds of any constitutional or 
other legal right or privilege, including the privilege against self-incrimination.  
Such person may not otherwise object to or refuse to answer any question, and shall 
not, directly or through counsel, otherwise interrupt the oral examination.  If such 
person refuses to answer any question, a petition may be filed in the superior court 
under paragraph (1) of subsection (k) of this Code section for an order compelling 
such person to answer such question. 
(B)  If such person refuses to answer any question on the grounds of the privilege 
against self-incrimination, the testimony of such person may be compelled in 
accordance with the provisions of Title 24. 

(8)  Any person appearing for oral testimony under a civil investigative demand 
issued under subsection (b) of this Code section shall be entitled to the same fees and 
allowances which are paid to witnesses in the superior courts and state courts of 
Georgia. 
(j)(1)  The Attorney General shall designate a false claims law investigator to serve as 
custodian of documentary material, answers to interrogatories, and transcripts of oral 
testimony received under this Code section and shall designate such additional false 
claims law investigators as the Attorney General determines from time to time to be 
necessary to serve as deputies to the custodian. 

(2)(A)  A false claims law investigator who receives any documentary material, 
answers to interrogatories, or transcripts of oral testimony under this Code section 
shall transmit them to the custodian.  The custodian shall take physical possession of 
such documentary material, answers, or transcripts and shall be responsible for the 
use made of them and for the return of documentary material under paragraph (4) of 
this subsection. 
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(B)  The custodian may cause the preparation of such copies of such documentary 
material, answers to interrogatories, or transcripts of oral testimony as may be 
required for official use by any false claims law investigator or other officer or 
employee of the Attorney General or any other agency of the state or local 
government participating in an investigation of the matters in question.  Such 
documentary material, answers, and transcripts may be used by any such authorized 
false claims law investigator or other officer or employee in connection with the 
taking of oral testimony under this Code section. 
(C)  Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, no documentary material, 
answers to interrogatories, or transcripts of oral testimony, or copies thereof, while 
in the possession of the custodian, shall be available for examination by any 
individual other than a false claims law investigator or other officer or employee of 
the Attorney General or any other agency of the federal government or of a state or 
local government participating in an investigation of the matters in question 
authorized under subparagraph (B) of this paragraph.  The prohibition in the 
preceding sentence on the availability of documentary material, answers, or 
transcripts shall not apply if consent is given by the person who produced such 
documentary material, answers, or transcripts, or, in the case of any product of 
discovery produced pursuant to an express demand for such documentary material, 
consent is given by the person from whom the discovery was obtained.  Nothing in 
this subparagraph is intended to prevent disclosure to the General Assembly, 
including any committee or subcommittee of the General Assembly, or to any other 
agency of the state or local government or the United States for use by such agency 
in furtherance of its statutory responsibilities. 
(D)  While in the possession of the custodian and under such reasonable terms and 
conditions as the Attorney General shall prescribe: 

(i)  Documentary material and answers to interrogatories shall be available for 
examination by the person who produced such documentary material or answers, 
or by a representative of that person authorized by that person to examine such 
documentary material and answers; and 
(ii)  Transcripts of oral testimony shall be available for examination by the person 
who produced such testimony, or by a representative of that person authorized by 
that person to examine such transcripts. 

(3)  Whenever the Attorney General, an attorney for a local government, or an 
attorney for any agency of a local government participating in an investigation of the 
matter in question has been designated to appear before any court, grand jury, or state 
or local government or federal agency in any case or proceeding, the custodian of any 
documentary material, answers to interrogatories, or transcripts of oral testimony 
received under this Code section may deliver to such attorney such documentary 
material, answers, or transcripts for official use in connection with any such case or 
proceeding as such attorney determines to be required.  Upon the completion of any 
such case or proceeding, such attorney shall return to the custodian any such 
documentary material, answers, or transcripts so delivered which have not passed into 
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the control of such court, grand jury, or agency through introduction into the record of 
such case or proceeding. 
(4)  If any documentary material has been produced by any person in the course of 
any false claims law investigation pursuant to a civil investigative demand under this 
Code section, and: 

(A)  Any case or proceeding before the court or grand jury arising out of such 
investigation, or any proceeding before any state or local government or federal 
agency involving such documentary material, has been completed; or 
(B)  No case or proceeding in which such documentary material may be used has 
been commenced within a reasonable time after completion of the examination and 
analysis of all documentary material and other information assembled in the course 
of such investigation, 

the custodian shall, upon written request of the person who produced such 
documentary material, return to such person any such documentary material, other 
than copies furnished to the false claims law investigator under paragraph (2) of 
subsection (g) of this Code section or made for the state under subparagraph (B) of 
paragraph (2) of this subsection, which has not passed into the control of any court, 
grand jury, or agency through introduction into the record of such case or proceeding. 
(5)  In the event of the death, disability, or separation from service of the custodian of 
any documentary material, answers to interrogatories, or transcripts of oral testimony 
produced pursuant to a civil investigative demand under this Code section, or in the 
event of the official relief of such custodian from responsibility for the custody and 
control of such documentary material, answers, or transcripts, the Attorney General or 
his or her designee shall promptly: 

(A)  Designate another false claims law investigator to serve as custodian of such 
documentary material, answers, or transcripts; and 
(B)  Transmit in writing to the person who produced such documentary material, 
answers, or testimony notice of the identity and address of the successor so 
designated. 

Any person who is designated to be a successor under this paragraph shall have, with 
regard to such documentary material, answers, or transcripts, the same duties and 
responsibilities as were imposed by this Code section upon that person's predecessor 
in office, except that the successor shall not be held responsible for any default or 
dereliction which occurred before that designation. 
(k)(1)  Whenever any person fails to comply with any civil investigative demand 
issued under subsection (b) of this Code section, or whenever satisfactory copying or 
reproduction of any documentary material requested in such demand cannot be done 
and such person refuses to surrender such documentary material, the Attorney General 
or local government may file in any county or district in which such person resides, is 
found, or transacts business and serve upon such person a petition for an order of such 
court for the enforcement of the civil investigative demand. 

(2)(A)  Any person who has received a civil investigative demand issued under 
subsection (b) of this Code section may file in the appropriate court and serve upon 
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the false claims law investigator identified in such demand a petition for an order of 
the court to modify or set aside such demand.  In the case of a petition addressed to 
an express demand for any product of discovery, a petition to modify or set aside 
such demand may be brought only in the superior court for any county in which the 
proceeding in which such discovery was obtained is or was last pending.  Any 
petition under this subparagraph shall be filed: 

(i)  Within 20 days after the date of service of the civil investigative demand, or at 
any time before the return date specified in the demand, whichever date is earlier; 
or 
(ii)  Within such longer period as may be prescribed in writing by any false claims 
law investigator identified in the demand. 

(B)  The petition shall specify each ground upon which the petitioner relies in 
seeking relief under subparagraph (A) of this paragraph and may be based upon any 
failure of the demand to comply with the provisions of this Code section or upon 
any constitutional or other legal right or privilege of such person.  During the 
pendency of the petition in the court, the court may stay, as it deems proper, the 
running of the time allowed for compliance with the demand, in whole or in part, 
except that the person filing the petition shall comply with any portions of the 
demand not sought to be modified or set aside. 
(3)(A)  In the case of any civil investigative demand issued under subsection (b) of 
this Code section which is an express demand for any product of discovery, the 
person from whom such discovery was obtained may file in the superior court for 
the county in which the proceeding in which such discovery was obtained is or was 
last pending and serve upon any false claims law investigator identified in the 
demand and upon the recipient of the demand a petition for an order of such court to 
modify or set aside those portions of the demand requiring production of any such 
product of discovery.  Any petition under this subparagraph shall be filed: 

(i)  Within 20 days after the date of service of the civil investigative demand, or at 
any time before the return date specified in the demand, whichever date is earlier; 
or 
(ii)  Within such longer period as may be prescribed in writing by any false claims 
law investigator identified in the demand. 

(B)  The petition shall specify each ground upon which the petitioner relies in 
seeking relief under subparagraph (A) of this paragraph and may be based upon any 
failure of the portions of the demand from which relief is sought to comply with the 
provisions of this Code section or upon any constitutional or other legal right or 
privilege of the petitioner.  During the pendency of the petition, the court may stay, 
as it deems proper, compliance with the demand and the running of the time allowed 
for compliance with the demand. 

(4)  At any time during which any custodian is in custody or control of any 
documentary material or answers to interrogatories produced by, or transcripts of oral 
testimony given by, any person in compliance with any civil investigative demand 
issued under subsection (b) of this Code section, such person and, in the case of an 
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express demand for any product of discovery, the person from whom such discovery 
was obtained, may file in the superior court for any county within which the office of 
such custodian is situated and serve upon such custodian a petition for an order of 
such court to require the performance by the custodian of any duty imposed upon the 
custodian by this Code section. 
(5)  Whenever any petition is filed under this subsection in any superior court for any 
county, such court shall have jurisdiction to hear and determine the matter so 
presented and to enter such order or orders as may be required to carry out the 
provisions of this Code section.  Any final order so entered shall be subject to appeal.  
Any disobedience of any final order entered under this Code section by any court 
shall be punished as a contempt of the court. 
(6)  Chapter 11 of Title 9, the 'Georgia Civil Practice Act,' shall apply to any petition 
filed in this state under this subsection, to the extent that such rules are not 
inconsistent with the provisions of this Code section. 

(l)  Any documentary material, answers to written interrogatories, or oral testimony 
provided under any civil investigative demand issued under subsection (b) of this Code 
section shall be exempt from disclosure under Article 4 of Chapter 18 of Title 50. 

 
23-3-126. 
(a)  The provisions of this article shall not be deemed exclusive, and the remedies 
provided for in this article shall be in addition to any other remedies provided for in any 
other law or available under common law. 
(b)  This Act shall be broadly construed and applied to promote the public's interest in 
combating fraud and false claims directed at the public's funds. 

 
23-3-127. 
If a civil action can be commenced pursuant to Article 7B of Chapter 4 of Title 49, the 
'State False Medicaid Claims Act,' the claimant shall proceed under Article 7B of 
Chapter 4 of Title 49." 

 
PART II 

SECTION 2-1. 
 
Chapter 4 of Title 49 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to public 
assistance, is amended by revising Article 7B, the "State False Medicaid Claims Act," as 
follows: 
 

"ARTICLE 7B 
 

49-4-168. 
As used in this article, the term: 

(1)  'Claim' includes any request or demand, whether under a contract or otherwise, 
for money, property, or services money or property, whether or not the Georgia 
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Medicaid program or this state has title to such money or property, which is made to 
the Georgia Medicaid program, or to any officer, employee, fiscal intermediary, 
grantee, agent, or contractor of the Georgia Medicaid program, or to other persons or 
entities if it results in payments by the Georgia Medicaid program, if the Georgia 
Medicaid program provides, has provided, or will provide any portion of the money 
or property requested or demanded;, or if the Georgia Medicaid program will 
reimburse the contractor, grantee, or other recipient for any portion of the money or 
property requested or demanded; or if the money or property is to be spent or used on 
behalf of or to advance the Georgia Medicaid program.  A claim includes a request or 
demand made orally, in writing, electronically, or magnetically.  Each claim may be 
treated as a separate claim. 
(2)  'Knowing' and 'knowingly' mean requires no proof of specific intent to defraud 
and means that a person, with respect to information: 

(A)  Has actual knowledge of the information; 
(B)  Acts in deliberate ignorance of the truth or falsity of the information; or 
(C)  Acts in reckless disregard of the truth or falsity of the information.  No proof of 
specific intent to defraud is required. 

(3)  'Material' means having a natural tendency to influence, or be capable of 
influencing, the payment or receipt of money or property. 
(4)  'Obligation' means an established duty, whether or not fixed, arising from an 
express or implied contractual, grantor-grantee, or licensor-licensee relationship, from 
a fee based or similar relationship, from statute or regulation, or from retention of any 
overpayment. 
(5)  'Person' means any natural person, corporation, company, association, firm, 
partnership, society, joint-stock company, or any other entity with capacity to sue or 
be sued. 

 
49-4-168.1. 
(a)  Any person who: 

(1)  Knowingly presents or causes to be presented to the Georgia Medicaid program a 
false or fraudulent claim for payment or approval; 
(2)  Knowingly makes, uses, or causes to be made or used a false record or statement 
to get a false or fraudulent claim paid or approved by the Georgia Medicaid program 
material to a false or fraudulent claim; 
(3)  Conspires to defraud the Georgia Medicaid program by getting a false or 
fraudulent claim allowed or paid; 
(4)  Has possession, custody, or control of property or money used or to be used by 
the Georgia Medicaid program and, intending to defraud the Georgia Medicaid 
program or willfully to conceal the property, delivers, or causes to be delivered, less 
property than the amount for which the person receives a certificate of receipt 
knowingly delivers, or causes to be delivered, less than all of such property or money; 
(5)  Being Is authorized to make or deliver a document certifying receipt of property 
used, or to be used, by the Georgia Medicaid program and, intending to defraud the 
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Georgia Medicaid program, makes or delivers the receipt without completely 
knowing that the information on the receipt is true; 
(6)  Knowingly buys, or receives as a pledge of an obligation or debt, public property 
from an officer or employee of the Georgia Medicaid program who lawfully may not 
sell or pledge the property; or 
(7)  Knowingly makes, uses, or causes to be made or used a false record or statement 
to conceal, avoid, or decrease an obligation to pay, repay, or transmit money or 
property to the State of Georgia material to an obligation to pay or transmit property 
or money to the Georgia Medicaid program, or knowingly conceals or knowingly and 
improperly avoids or decreases an obligation to pay or transmit property or money to 
the Georgia Medicaid program, 

shall be liable to the State of Georgia for a civil penalty of not less than $5,500.00 and 
not more than $11,000.00 for each false or fraudulent claim, plus three times the 
amount of damages which the Georgia Medicaid program sustains because of the act of 
such person. 
(b)  The provisions of subsection (a) of this Code section notwithstanding, if the court 
finds that: 

(1)  The person committing the violation of this subsection furnished officials of the 
Georgia Medicaid program with all information known to such person about the 
violation within 30 days after the date on which the defendant first obtained the 
information; 
(2)  Such person fully cooperated with any government investigation of such 
violation; and 
(3)  At the time such person furnished the Georgia Medicaid program with the 
information about the violation, no criminal prosecution, civil action, or 
administrative action had commenced under this article with respect to such violation, 
and the person did not have actual knowledge of the existence of an investigation into 
such violation, 

the court may assess not more than two times the amount of the actual damages which 
the Georgia Medicaid program sustained because of the act of such person. 
(c)  A person violating any provision of subsection (a) of this Code section shall also be 
liable to this state for all costs of any civil action brought to recover the damages and 
penalties provided under this article. 

 
49-4-168.2. 
(a)  The Attorney General shall be authorized to investigate suspected, alleged, and 
reported violations of this article.  If the Attorney General finds that a person has 
violated or is violating this article, then the Attorney General may bring a civil action 
against such person under this article. 
(b)  Subject to the exclusions set forth in this Code section, a civil action under this 
article may also be brought by a private person.  A civil action shall be brought in the 
name of the State of Georgia.  The civil action may be dismissed only if the court and 
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the Attorney General give written consent to the dismissal and state the reasons for 
consenting to such dismissal. 
(c)  Where a private person brings a civil action under this article, such person shall 
follow the following special procedures: 

(1)  A copy of the complaint and written disclosure of substantially all material 
evidence and information the person possesses shall be served on the Attorney 
General; 
(2)  The complaint shall be filed in camera, shall remain under seal for at least 60 
days, and shall not be served on the defendant until the court so orders.  The purpose 
of the period under seal shall be to allow the Attorney General to investigate the 
allegations of the complaint.  The Attorney General may elect to intervene and 
proceed with the civil action within 60 days after it receives both the complaint and 
the material evidence and information; 
(3)  The Attorney General may, for good cause shown, move the court for extensions 
of the time during which the complaint remains under seal under paragraph (2) of this 
subsection.  Any such motions may be supported by affidavits or other submissions in 
camera; 
(4)  Before the expiration of the 60 day period or any extensions obtained under 
paragraph (3) of this subsection, the Attorney General shall: 

(A)  Proceed with the civil action, in which case the civil action shall be conducted 
by the Attorney General; or 
(B)  Notify the court that it declines to take over the civil action, in which case the 
person bringing the civil action shall have the right to proceed with the civil action; 

(5)  The defendant shall not be required to respond to any complaint filed under this 
Code section until 30 days after the complaint is unsealed and served upon the 
defendant; and 
(6)  When a person brings a civil action under this subsection, no person other than 
the Attorney General may intervene or bring a related civil action based on the facts 
underlying the pending civil action. 
(d)(1)  If the Attorney General elects to intervene and proceed with the civil action, he 
or she shall have the primary responsibility for prosecuting the civil action and shall 
not be bound by an act of the person bringing such civil action.  Such person shall 
have the right to continue as a party to the civil action, subject to the limitations set 
forth in this subsection. 
(2)  The Attorney General may dismiss the civil action, notwithstanding the 
objections of the person initiating the civil action, if the person has been notified by 
the Attorney General of the filing of the motion and the court has provided the person 
with an opportunity for a hearing on the motion. 
(3)  The Attorney General may settle the civil action with the defendant 
notwithstanding the objections of the person initiating the civil action if the court 
determines, after a hearing, that the proposed settlement is fair, adequate, and 
reasonable under all the circumstances.  Upon a showing of good cause, such hearing 
may be held in camera. 
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(4)  Upon a showing by the Attorney General that unrestricted participation during the 
course of the litigation by the person initiating the civil action would interfere with or 
unduly delay the Attorney General's litigation of the case, or would be repetitious, 
irrelevant, or for purposes of harassment, the court may, in its discretion, impose 
limitations on the person's participation, such as: 

(A)  Limiting the number of witnesses the person may call; 
(B)  Limiting the length of the testimony of such witnesses; 
(C)  Limiting the person's cross-examination of witnesses; or 
(D)  Otherwise limiting the participation by the person in the litigation. 

(e)  Upon a showing by the defendant that unrestricted participation during the course 
of the litigation by the person initiating the civil action would be for purposes of 
harassment or would cause the defendant undue burden or unnecessary expense, the 
court may limit the participation by the person in the litigation. 
(f)  If the Attorney General elects not to proceed with the civil action, the person who 
initiated the civil action shall have the right to conduct the civil action.  If the Attorney 
General so requests, he or she shall be served with copies of all pleadings filed in the 
civil action and shall be supplied with copies of all deposition transcripts.  When a 
person proceeds with the civil action, the court may nevertheless permit the Attorney 
General to intervene at a later date for any purpose, including, but not limited to, 
dismissal of the civil action notwithstanding the objections of the person initiating the 
civil action if such person has been notified by the Attorney General of the filing of 
such motion and the court has provided such person with an opportunity for a hearing 
on such motion. 
(g)  Whether or not the Attorney General proceeds with the civil action, upon a showing 
by the Attorney General that certain actions of discovery by the person initiating the 
civil action would interfere with the Attorney General's investigation or prosecution of 
a criminal or civil matter arising out of the same facts, the court may stay such 
discovery for a period of not more than 60 days.  Such a showing shall be conducted in 
camera.  The court may extend the 60 day period upon a further showing in camera that 
the Attorney General has pursued the criminal or civil investigation or proceedings with 
reasonable diligence and any proposed discovery in the civil action will interfere with 
the ongoing criminal or civil investigation or proceedings. 
(h)  Notwithstanding subsections (b) and (c) of this Code section, the Attorney General 
may elect to pursue this state's claim through any alternate remedy available to the 
Attorney General, including any administrative proceeding to determine a civil money 
penalty.  If any such alternate remedy is pursued in another proceeding, the person 
initiating the civil action shall have the same rights in such proceeding as such person 
would have had if the civil action had continued under this Code section.  Any finding 
of fact or conclusion of law made in such other proceeding that has become final shall 
be conclusive on all parties to a civil action under this Code section.  For purposes of 
this subsection, a finding or conclusion is final if it has been finally determined on 
appeal to the appropriate court of the State of Georgia, if all time for filing such an 
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appeal with respect to the finding or conclusion has expired, or if the finding or 
conclusion is not subject to judicial review. 

(i)(1)  If the Attorney General proceeds with a civil action brought by a private person 
under subsection (b) of this Code section, such person shall, subject to the second 
sentence of this paragraph, receive at least 15 percent but not more than 25 percent of 
the proceeds of the civil action or settlement of the claim, depending upon the extent 
to which the person substantially contributed to the prosecution of the civil action.  
Where the civil action is one which the court finds to be based primarily on 
disclosures of specific information, other than information provided by the person 
bringing the civil action, relating to allegations or transactions in a criminal, civil, or 
administrative hearing, in a legislative, administrative, or Attorney General hearing, 
audit, or investigation, or from the news media, the court may award such sums as it 
considers appropriate, but in no case more than 10 percent of the proceeds, taking into 
account the significance of the information and the role of the person bringing such 
civil action in advancing the case to litigation.  Any payment to a person under the 
first or second sentence of this paragraph shall be made from the proceeds.  The 
remaining proceeds shall be payable to the Indigent Care Trust Fund to be used for 
the purposes set forth in Code Section 31-8-154 State of Georgia, by and through the 
Georgia Department of Community Health, for the purposes of operating, sustaining, 
protecting, and administering the Georgia Medicaid program.  Any such person shall 
also receive an amount for reasonable expenses which the court finds to have been 
necessarily incurred, plus reasonable attorney's fees and costs.  All such expenses, 
fees, and costs shall be awarded against the defendant. 
(2)  If the Attorney General does not proceed with a civil action under this Code 
section, the person bringing the civil action or settling the claim shall receive an 
amount which the court decides is reasonable for collecting the civil penalty and 
damages.  Such amount shall be not less than 25 percent and not more than 30 percent 
of the proceeds of the civil action or settlement and shall be paid out of such proceeds.  
The remaining proceeds shall be payable to the Indigent Care Trust Fund to be used 
for the purposes set forth in Code Section 31-8-154 State of Georgia, by and through 
the Georgia Department of Community Health, for the purposes of operating, 
sustaining, protecting, and administering the Georgia Medicaid program.  Such person 
shall also receive an amount for reasonable expenses which the court finds to have 
been necessarily incurred, plus reasonable attorney's fees and costs.  All such 
expenses, fees, and costs shall be awarded against the defendant. 
(3)  Whether or not the Attorney General proceeds with the civil action, if the court 
finds that the civil action was brought by a person who planned and initiated the 
violation of Code Section 49-4-168.1 upon which the civil action was brought, then 
the court may, to the extent the court considers appropriate, reduce the share of the 
proceeds of the civil action which the person would otherwise receive under 
paragraph (1) or (2) of this subsection, taking into account the role of that person in 
advancing the case to litigation and any relevant circumstances pertaining to the 
violation.  If the person bringing the civil action is convicted of criminal conduct 
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arising from his or her role in the violation of Code Section 49-4-168.1, such person 
shall be dismissed from the civil action and shall not receive any share of the proceeds 
of the civil action.  Such dismissal shall not prejudice the right of the State of Georgia 
to continue the civil action, represented by the Attorney General. 
(4)  If the Attorney General does not proceed with the civil action and the person 
bringing the civil action conducts the civil action, the court may award to the 
defendant its reasonable attorney's fees and expenses against the person bringing the 
civil action if the defendant prevails in the civil action and the court finds that the 
claim of the person bringing the civil action was clearly frivolous, clearly vexatious, 
or brought primarily for purposes of harassment. 
(5)  The State of Georgia shall not be liable for expenses which a private person 
incurs in bringing a civil action under this article. 

(j)  For purposes of this subsection, 'public employee,' 'public official,' and 'public 
employment' shall include federal, state, and local employees and officials. 

(1)  No civil action may be brought under this article by a person who is or was a 
public employee or public official if the allegations of such action are substantially 
based upon: 

(A)  Allegations of wrongdoing or misconduct which such person had a duty or 
obligation to report or investigate within the scope of his or her public employment 
or office; or 
(B)  Information or records to which such person had access as a result of his or her 
public employment or office. 

(2)  No court shall have jurisdiction over a civil action under this article based upon 
the public disclosure of allegations or transactions in a criminal, civil, or 
administrative hearing, in a legislative, administrative, or Attorney General report, 
hearing, audit, or investigation, or from the news media, unless the civil action is 
brought by the Attorney General or unless the person bringing the civil action is an 
original source of the information.  For purposes of this paragraph, 'original source' 
means an individual who has direct and independent knowledge of the information on 
which the allegations are based and has voluntarily provided the information to this 
state before filing a civil action under this Code section based on such information. 

(3)  In no event may a person bring a civil action under this article which is based upon 
allegations or transactions which are the subject of a civil or administrative proceeding 
to which the State of Georgia is already party. 
(k)(4)  No civil action may be brought under this article with respect to any claim 
relating to the assessment, payment, nonpayment, refund, or collection of taxes 
pursuant to any provisions of Title 48. 

(l)(1)  As used in this subsection, the term 'original source' means an individual who: 
(A)  Prior to public disclosure, has voluntarily disclosed to the Attorney General the 
information on which allegations or transactions in a claim are based; or 
(B)  Has knowledge that is independent of and materially adds to publicly disclosed 
allegations or transactions and who has voluntarily provided such information to the 
Attorney General before filing a civil action under this Code section. 
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(2)  The court shall dismiss a civil action or claim under this Code section, unless 
opposed by the Attorney General, if substantially the same allegations or transactions 
as alleged in the action or claim were publicly disclosed: 

(A)  In any criminal, civil, or administrative hearing in which the State of Georgia 
or its employee, agent, or contractor is a party; 
(B)  In a congressional, legislative, or other state or federal report, hearing, audit, or 
investigation; or 
(C)  From the news media, 

unless the civil action is brought by the Attorney General or the person bringing the 
civil action is an original source of the information. 

 
49-4-168.3. 
(a)  In any civil action brought under this article, the State of Georgia or person 
bringing the civil action shall be required to prove all essential elements of the cause of 
civil action, including damages, by a preponderance of the evidence. 
(b)  Except as otherwise provided in this article, all civil actions brought under this 
article shall be governed by the provisions of Chapter 11 of Title 9, the 'Georgia Civil 
Practice Act.' 
(c)  If the Attorney General elects to intervene and proceed with a civil action brought 
pursuant to this article, the Attorney General may file his or her own complaint or 
amend the complaint of a person who has brought a civil action under this article to 
clarify or add detail to the claims in which the Attorney General is intervening and to 
add any additional claims with respect to which the State of Georgia contends it is 
entitled to relief.  For purposes of the statute of limitations, any such pleading by the 
Attorney General shall relate back to the filing date of the complaint of the person who 
originally brought the civil action, to the extent that the claim of the State of Georgia 
arises out of the conduct, transactions, or occurrences set forth, or attempted to be set 
forth, in the original complaint by such person. 

 
49-4-168.4. 
Any employee who is discharged, demoted, suspended, threatened, harassed, or in any 
other manner discriminated against in the terms and conditions of employment by his or 
her employer because of lawful acts done by the employee, on behalf of the employee 
or others, in furtherance of a civil action under this article, including investigation for, 
initiation of, testimony for, or assistance in a civil action filed or to be filed under this 
article, shall be entitled to all relief necessary to make the employee whole.  Such relief 
shall include reinstatement with the same seniority status such employee would have 
had but for the discrimination, two times the amount of back pay, interest on the back 
pay award, and compensation for any special damages sustained as a result of the 
discrimination, including litigation costs and reasonable attorney's fees.  An employee 
may bring a civil action in an appropriate court of the State of Georgia for the relief 
provided in this Code section. 
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(a)  Any employee, contractor, or agent shall be entitled to all relief necessary to make 
such employee, contractor, or agent whole, if that employee, contractor, or agent is 
discharged, demoted, suspended, threatened, harassed, or in any other manner 
discriminated against in the terms and conditions of employment because of lawful acts 
done by such employee, contractor, agent or associated others in furtherance of a civil 
action under this Code section or other efforts to stop one or more violations of this 
article. 
(b)  Relief under subsection (a) of this Code section shall include reinstatement with the 
same seniority status that such employee, contractor, or agent would have had but for 
the discrimination, two times the amount of back pay, interest on the back pay, and 
compensation for any special damages sustained as a result of the discrimination, 
including litigation costs and reasonable attorney's fees.  A civil action under this 
subsection may be brought in an appropriate court of this state for the relief provided in 
this Code section. 
(c)  Notwithstanding Code Section 49-4-168.5, a civil action under this Code section 
may not be brought more than three years after the date when the discrimination 
occurred. 

 
49-4-168.5. 
All civil actions under this article shall be filed pursuant to Code Section 49-4-168.2 
within six years after the date the violation was committed, or three four years after the 
date when facts material to the right of civil action are known or reasonably should 
have been known by the state official charged with the responsibility to act in the 
circumstances, whichever occurs last; provided, however, that in no event shall any 
civil action be filed more than ten years after the date upon which the violation was 
committed. 

 
49-4-168.6. 
All civil actions brought against natural persons under this article shall be brought in 
the county where the defendant or, in the case of multiple defendants or of defendants 
who are not residents of the State of Georgia, in any county where any one defendant 
resides, can be found, transacts business, or commits an act in furtherance of the 
submittal of a false or fraudulent claim to the Georgia Medicaid program." 

 
PART III 

SECTION 3-1. 
 
All laws and parts of laws in conflict with this Act are repealed.   
 
 The report of the Committee, which was favorable to the passage of the Bill, by 
substitute, was agreed to. 
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 On the passage of the Bill, by substitute, the roll call was ordered and the vote was as 
follows: 
 
    Abdul-Salaam 
Y Abrams 
Y Allison 
Y Amerson 
Y Anderson 
Y Ashe 
Y Atwood 
Y Baker 
Y Battles 
Y Beasley-Teague 
Y Bell 
Y Benfield 
Y Benton 
Y Beverly 
Y Black 
Y Braddock 
Y Brockway 
Y Brooks 
E Bruce 
Y Bryant 
Y Buckner 
Y Burns 
Y Byrd 
Y Carson 
Y Carter 
Y Casas 
Y Channell 
Y Cheokas 
Y Clark, J 
Y Clark, V 
Y Coleman 
Y Collins 
Y Cooke 
Y Coomer 
Y Cooper 
Y Crawford 

Y Davis 
Y Dawkins-Haigler 
Y Dempsey 
Y Dickerson 
Y Dickey 
Y Dickson 
Y Dobbs 
Y Dollar 
Y Drenner 
Y Dudgeon 
Y Dukes 
Y Dunahoo 
Y Dutton 
    Ehrhart 
Y England 
Y Epps, C 
Y Epps, J 
E Evans 
Y Floyd 
Y Fludd 
Y Frazier 
Y Fullerton 
Y Gardner 
Y Geisinger 
Y Golick 
Y Gordon 
Y Greene 
Y Hamilton 
Y Hanner 
Y Harbin 
Y Harden, B 
Y Harden, M 
Y Harrell 
Y Hatchett 
Y Hatfield 
Y Heard 

Y Heckstall 
Y Hembree 
Y Henson 
Y Hightower 
Y Hill 
Y Holcomb 
Y Holmes 
Y Holt 
Y Horne 
Y Houston 
Y Howard 
E Hudson 
Y Hugley 
Y Jackson 
Y Jacobs 
Y James 
Y Jasperse 
Y Jerguson 
Y Johnson 
Y Jones, J 
Y Jones, S 
Y Jordan 
Y Kaiser 
Y Kendrick 
    Kidd 
Y Knight 
Y Lane 
Y Lindsey 
Y Long 
Y Maddox, B 
Y Maddox, G 
Y Manning 
    Marin 
Y Martin 
Y Maxwell 
Y Mayo 

Y McBrayer 
    McCall 
Y McKillip 
Y Meadows 
Y Mitchell 
Y Morgan 
E Morris 
Y Mosby 
Y Murphy 
Y Neal, J 
Y Neal, Y 
Y Nimmer 
Y Nix 
Y Oliver 
Y O'Neal 
Y Pak 
Y Parent 
Y Parrish 
Y Parsons 
Y Peake 
Y Powell, A 
Y Powell, J 
Y Pruett 
Y Purcell 
Y Ramsey 
Y Randall 
Y Reece 
Y Rice 
    Riley 
Y Roberts 
    Rogers, C 
Y Rogers, T 
Y Rynders 
E Scott, M  
Y Scott, S 
    Setzler 

Y Shaw 
Y Sheldon 
Y Sims, B 
Y Sims, C 
Y Smith, E 
Y Smith, K 
Y Smith, L 
Y Smith, R 
Y Smith, T 
Y Smyre 
Y Spencer 
Y Stephens, M 
Y Stephens, R 
Y Stephenson 
Y Talton 
Y Tankersley 
Y Taylor, D 
Y Taylor, R 
Y Taylor, T 
Y Teasley 
Y Thomas 
    VACANT 
Y Waites 
Y Watson 
Y Welch 
Y Weldon 
Y Wilkerson 
Y Wilkinson 
Y Willard 
Y Williams, A 
Y Williams, C 
Y Williams, E 
Y Williams, R 
Y Williamson 
Y Yates 
    Ralston, Speaker 

   
 On the passage of the Bill, by substitute, the ayes were 165, nays 0. 
 
 The Bill, having received the requisite constitutional majority, was passed, by 
substitute. 
 
HB 681. By Representatives Dickerson of the 95th, Fludd of the 66th, Clark of the 

104th, Harrell of the 106th, Rice of the 51st and others: 
 

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Chapter 2 of Title 26 of the Official 
Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to standards, labeling, and adulteration 
of food, so as to revise definitions relating to food sales establishments and 
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food service establishments; to exempt certain activities relating to public 
and private schools and nonprofit entities; to provide for related matters; to 
repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.  
 

 The following Committee substitute was read and adopted: 
 

A BILL TO BE ENTITLED 
AN ACT 

 
To amend Chapter 2 of Title 26 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to 
standards, labeling, and adulteration of food, so as to revise definitions relating to food 
sales establishments and food service establishments; to exempt certain activities relating 
to public and private schools and nonprofit entities; to provide for related matters; to 
repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes. 
 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF GEORGIA: 
 

SECTION 1. 
Chapter 2 of Title 26 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to standards, 
labeling, and adulteration of food, is amended by revising paragraph (5) of Code Section 
26-2-21, relating to definitions relative to food sales establishments, as follows: 

"(5)  'Food sales establishment' means retail and wholesale grocery stores; retail 
seafood stores and places of business; food processing plants, except those food 
processing plants which are currently required to obtain a license from the 
Commissioner under any other provision of law; bakeries; confectioneries; fruit, nuts, 
and vegetable stores or roadside stands; wholesale sandwich and salad manufacturers, 
including vending machines and operations connected therewith; and places of 
business and similar establishments, mobile or permanent, engaged in the sale of food 
primarily for consumption off the premises. Within a food sales establishment, there 
may be a food service component, not separately operated, which may serve 
customers on site. This food service component shall be considered as part of the food 
sales establishment. The food sales component of any food service establishment 
defined in Code Section 26-2-370 shall not be included in this definition. This term 
shall not include 'food service establishments' as defined in Code Section 26-2-370. 
This term also shall not include establishments engaged in the sale of food primarily 
for consumption off the premises if such sale: 

(A) Is is an authorized part of and occurs upon the site of a fair or festival which: 
(A)(i)  Is sponsored by a political subdivision of this state or by an organization 
exempt from taxes under paragraph (1) of subsection (a) of Code Section 48-7-25 
or under Section 501(d) or paragraphs (1) through (8) or paragraph (10) of Section 
501(c) of the Internal Revenue Code, as that code is defined in Code Section 48-1-
2; 
(B)(ii)  Lasts 120 hours or less; and 
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(C)(iii)  When sponsored by such an organization, is authorized to be conducted 
pursuant to a permit issued by the municipality or county in which it is conducted; 
or 

(B)  Is an authorized part of a fundraising activity conducted by a public or private 
school or by a religious, charitable, or similar nonprofit organization, in which one 
or more licensed food sales establishments sells food in accordance with the 
requirements of this article." 

 
SECTION 2. 

Said chapter is further amended by revising paragraph (2) of Code Section 26-2-370, 
relating to definitions relative to food service establishments, as follows: 

"(2)  'Food service establishment' means establishments for the preparation and 
serving of meals, lunches, short orders, sandwiches, frozen desserts, or other edible 
products either for carry out or service within the establishment.  The term includes 
restaurants; coffee shops; cafeterias; short order cafes; luncheonettes; taverns; 
lunchrooms; places which retail sandwiches or salads; soda fountains; institutions, 
both public and private; food carts; itinerant restaurants; industrial cafeterias; catering 
establishments; and similar facilities by whatever name called.  Within a food service 
establishment, there may be a food sales component, not separately operated.  This 
food sales component shall be considered as part of the food service establishment.  
This term shall not include a 'food sales establishment,' as defined in Code Section 26-
2-21, except as stated in this definition.  The food service component of any food 
sales establishment defined in Code Section 26-2-21 shall not be included in this 
definition.  This term shall not include any outdoor recreation activity sponsored by 
the state, a county, a municipality, or any department or entity thereof, any outdoor or 
indoor (other than school cafeteria food service) public school function, or any 
outdoor or indoor (other than school cafeteria food service) private school function.  
This term also shall not mean establishments for the preparation and serving of meals, 
lunches, short orders, sandwiches, frozen desserts, or other edible products if such 
preparation or serving: 

 (A)  Is is an authorized part of and occurs upon the site of a fair, or festival, or 
special event which: 

(A)(i)  Is sponsored by a political subdivision of this state or by an organization 
exempt from taxes under paragraph (1) of subsection (a) of Code Section 48-7-25 
or under Section 501(d) or paragraphs (1) through (8) or paragraph (10) of Section 
501(c) of the Internal Revenue Code, as that code is defined in Code Section 48-1-
2; 
(B)(ii)  Lasts 120 hours or less; and 
(C)(iii)  When sponsored by such an organization, is authorized to be conducted 
pursuant to a permit issued by the municipality or county in which it is conducted; 
or 

(B)  Is an authorized part of a fundraising activity conducted by a public or private 
school or by a religious, charitable, or similar nonprofit organization, in which one 
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or more permitted food service establishments sells or distributes edible products 
prepared by such food service establishment in accordance with the requirements of 
this article." 

 
SECTION 3. 

All laws and parts of laws in conflict with this Act are repealed.   
 
 The report of the Committee, which was favorable to the passage of the Bill, by 
substitute, was agreed to. 
 
 On the passage of the Bill, by substitute, the roll call was ordered and the vote was as 
follows: 
 
    Abdul-Salaam 
Y Abrams 
Y Allison 
Y Amerson 
Y Anderson 
Y Ashe 
Y Atwood 
Y Baker 
Y Battles 
Y Beasley-Teague 
Y Bell 
Y Benfield 
Y Benton 
Y Beverly 
Y Black 
Y Braddock 
Y Brockway 
Y Brooks 
E Bruce 
Y Bryant 
Y Buckner 
Y Burns 
N Byrd 
Y Carson 
Y Carter 
Y Casas 
Y Channell 
Y Cheokas 
Y Clark, J 
Y Clark, V 
Y Coleman 
Y Collins 
Y Cooke 
Y Coomer 
Y Cooper 
Y Crawford 

Y Davis 
Y Dawkins-Haigler 
Y Dempsey 
    Dickerson 
Y Dickey 
Y Dickson 
Y Dobbs 
Y Dollar 
Y Drenner 
Y Dudgeon 
Y Dukes 
Y Dunahoo 
Y Dutton 
Y Ehrhart 
Y England 
Y Epps, C 
Y Epps, J 
E Evans 
Y Floyd 
Y Fludd 
Y Frazier 
Y Fullerton 
Y Gardner 
Y Geisinger 
Y Golick 
Y Gordon 
Y Greene 
Y Hamilton 
Y Hanner 
Y Harbin 
Y Harden, B 
    Harden, M 
Y Harrell 
Y Hatchett 
N Hatfield 
Y Heard 

Y Heckstall 
Y Hembree 
Y Henson 
Y Hightower 
Y Hill 
Y Holcomb 
Y Holmes 
Y Holt 
Y Horne 
Y Houston 
Y Howard 
E Hudson 
Y Hugley 
Y Jackson 
Y Jacobs 
Y James 
Y Jasperse 
Y Jerguson 
Y Johnson 
Y Jones, J 
Y Jones, S 
Y Jordan 
Y Kaiser 
Y Kendrick 
    Kidd 
Y Knight 
Y Lane 
Y Lindsey 
Y Long 
Y Maddox, B 
Y Maddox, G 
Y Manning 
    Marin 
    Martin 
Y Maxwell 
Y Mayo 

Y McBrayer 
Y McCall 
Y McKillip 
Y Meadows 
Y Mitchell 
Y Morgan 
E Morris 
Y Mosby 
Y Murphy 
Y Neal, J 
Y Neal, Y 
Y Nimmer 
Y Nix 
Y Oliver 
Y O'Neal 
Y Pak 
Y Parent 
Y Parrish 
Y Parsons 
Y Peake 
Y Powell, A 
Y Powell, J 
Y Pruett 
Y Purcell 
Y Ramsey 
Y Randall 
Y Reece 
Y Rice 
Y Riley 
Y Roberts 
Y Rogers, C 
Y Rogers, T 
Y Rynders 
E Scott, M  
Y Scott, S 
    Setzler 

Y Shaw 
Y Sheldon 
Y Sims, B 
    Sims, C 
Y Smith, E 
Y Smith, K 
Y Smith, L 
Y Smith, R 
Y Smith, T 
Y Smyre 
Y Spencer 
Y Stephens, M 
Y Stephens, R 
Y Stephenson 
Y Talton 
Y Tankersley 
Y Taylor, D 
Y Taylor, R 
Y Taylor, T 
Y Teasley 
Y Thomas 
    VACANT 
Y Waites 
Y Watson 
Y Welch 
Y Weldon 
Y Wilkerson 
Y Wilkinson 
Y Willard 
Y Williams, A 
Y Williams, C 
Y Williams, E 
Y Williams, R 
Y Williamson 
Y Yates 
    Ralston, Speaker 

   
 On the passage of the Bill, by substitute, the ayes were 163, nays 2. 
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 The Bill, having received the requisite constitutional majority, was passed, by 
substitute. 
 
HB 1048. By Representative Willard of the 49th: 
 

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Code Section 9-11-4 of the Official 
Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to process, so as to change provisions 
relating to who may serve process; to amend Code Section 15-6-77 of the 
Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to fees collected by superior 
court clerks, so as to provide for filing fees for applications for certified 
process servers; to provide for related matters; to repeal conflicting laws; and 
for other purposes.  
 

 The following Committee substitute was read and adopted: 
 

A BILL TO BE ENTITLED 
AN ACT 

 
To amend Code Section 9-11-4 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to 
process, so as to change provisions relating to who may serve process; to amend Code 
Section 15-6-77 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to fees collected by 
superior court clerks, so as to provide for filing fees for applications for certified process 
servers; to provide for related matters; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes. 
 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF GEORGIA: 
 

SECTION 1. 
Code Section 9-11-4 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to process, is 
amended by revising subsection (c) as follows: 

"(c)  Summons — By whom served.  Process shall be served by: 
(1)  The sheriff of the county where the action is brought or where the defendant is 
found or by such sheriff's deputy; 
(2)  The marshal or sheriff of the court or by such official's deputy; 
(3)  Any citizen of the United States specially appointed by the court for that purpose; 
(4)  A person who is not a party and is, not younger than 18 years of age, and has been 
appointed by the court to serve process or as a permanent process server by the court 
in which the action is brought; or 
(5)  A certified process server under as provided in Code Section 9-11-4.1, provided 
that the sheriff of the county for which process is to be served allows such servers to 
serve process in such county. 

Where the service of process is made outside of the United States, after an order of 
publication, it may be served either by any citizen of the United States or by any 
resident of the country, territory, colony, or province who is specially appointed by the 
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court for that purpose.  When service is to be made within this state, the person making 
such service shall make the service within five days from the time of receiving the 
summons and complaint; but failure to make service within the five-day period will not 
invalidate a later service." 

 
SECTION 2. 

Code Section 15-6-77 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to fees 
collected by superior court clerks, is amended by adding a new subsection to read as 
follows: 

"(p)  Notwithstanding any provision of this Code section to the contrary, the filing fee 
for an application to be appointed as a certified process server pursuant to paragraph (2) 
of subsection (h) of Code Section 9-11-4.1 shall be $58.00." 

 
SECTION 3. 

All laws and parts of laws in conflict with this Act are repealed.   
 
 The report of the Committee, which was favorable to the passage of the Bill, by 
substitute, was agreed to. 
 
 On the passage of the Bill, by substitute, the roll call was ordered and the vote was as 
follows: 
 
    Abdul-Salaam 
Y Abrams 
N Allison 
Y Amerson 
Y Anderson 
Y Ashe 
Y Atwood 
Y Baker 
Y Battles 
Y Beasley-Teague 
Y Bell 
Y Benfield 
Y Benton 
Y Beverly 
Y Black 
N Braddock 
Y Brockway 
Y Brooks 
E Bruce 
Y Bryant 
Y Buckner 
Y Burns 
N Byrd 
Y Carson 
Y Carter 
Y Casas 
Y Channell 

Y Davis 
Y Dawkins-Haigler 
Y Dempsey 
    Dickerson 
Y Dickey 
Y Dickson 
Y Dobbs 
N Dollar 
Y Drenner 
Y Dudgeon 
Y Dukes 
N Dunahoo 
Y Dutton 
    Ehrhart 
Y England 
Y Epps, C 
Y Epps, J 
E Evans 
Y Floyd 
Y Fludd 
Y Frazier 
Y Fullerton 
Y Gardner 
Y Geisinger 
Y Golick 
Y Gordon 
Y Greene 

Y Heckstall 
Y Hembree 
Y Henson 
Y Hightower 
N Hill 
Y Holcomb 
Y Holmes 
Y Holt 
N Horne 
Y Houston 
N Howard 
E Hudson 
Y Hugley 
    Jackson 
Y Jacobs 
Y James 
Y Jasperse 
N Jerguson 
Y Johnson 
Y Jones, J 
Y Jones, S 
Y Jordan 
Y Kaiser 
Y Kendrick 
    Kidd 
Y Knight 
Y Lane 

N McBrayer 
Y McCall 
Y McKillip 
Y Meadows 
Y Mitchell 
Y Morgan 
E Morris 
Y Mosby 
Y Murphy 
Y Neal, J 
Y Neal, Y 
Y Nimmer 
Y Nix 
Y Oliver 
Y O'Neal 
Y Pak 
Y Parent 
Y Parrish 
Y Parsons 
Y Peake 
N Powell, A 
Y Powell, J 
N Pruett 
Y Purcell 
Y Ramsey 
Y Randall 
Y Reece 

Y Shaw 
Y Sheldon 
N Sims, B 
Y Sims, C 
Y Smith, E 
N Smith, K 
Y Smith, L 
Y Smith, R 
Y Smith, T 
Y Smyre 
N Spencer 
Y Stephens, M 
Y Stephens, R 
Y Stephenson 
Y Talton 
Y Tankersley 
N Taylor, D 
Y Taylor, R 
Y Taylor, T 
Y Teasley 
Y Thomas 
    VACANT 
Y Waites 
Y Watson 
Y Welch 
    Weldon 
Y Wilkerson 
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Y Cheokas 
Y Clark, J 
Y Clark, V 
Y Coleman 
Y Collins 
Y Cooke 
N Coomer 
    Cooper 
Y Crawford 

Y Hamilton 
Y Hanner 
N Harbin 
Y Harden, B 
Y Harden, M 
Y Harrell 
Y Hatchett 
Y Hatfield 
Y Heard 

Y Lindsey 
Y Long 
Y Maddox, B 
Y Maddox, G 
    Manning 
    Marin 
N Martin 
Y Maxwell 
Y Mayo 

Y Rice 
Y Riley 
Y Roberts 
Y Rogers, C 
N Rogers, T 
Y Rynders 
E Scott, M  
Y Scott, S 
    Setzler 

Y Wilkinson 
Y Willard 
Y Williams, A 
Y Williams, C 
Y Williams, E 
Y Williams, R 
N Williamson 
Y Yates 
    Ralston, Speaker 

   
 On the passage of the Bill, by substitute, the ayes were 142, nays 21. 
 
 The Bill, having received the requisite constitutional majority, was passed, by 
substitute. 
 
 Representatives Anderson of the 117th and Roberts of the 154th stated that they 
inadvertently voted "aye" on the preceding roll call.  They wished to be recorded as 
voting "nay" thereon. 
 
 Representative Dickerson of the 95th stated that she had been called from the floor of 
the House during the preceding roll call.  She wished to be recorded as voting "aye" 
thereon. 
 
HB 946. By Representatives Teasley of the 38th, Morris of the 155th, Williamson of 

the 111th, Dutton of the 166th, Dawkins-Haigler of the 93rd and others: 
 

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Article 13 of Chapter 1 of Title 7 of 
the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to the licensing of mortgage 
lenders and brokers, so as to prohibit certain mortgage activities without a 
license; to provide for qualifications for the issuance of a mortgage loan 
originator license; to provide for the power of the department to revoke or 
decline to issue a license or registration in certain instances; to provide for 
the prohibition of certain conduct by persons engaged in mortgage activities; 
to provide for a grace period for serving residential mortgages with an 
inactive license or registration; to provide for certain criminal penalties; to 
provide for related matters; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.  
 

 The report of the Committee, which was favorable to the passage of the Bill, was 
agreed to. 
 
 On the passage of the Bill, the roll call was ordered and the vote was as follows: 
 
    Abdul-Salaam 
Y Abrams 
Y Allison 
Y Amerson 

Y Davis 
Y Dawkins-Haigler 
Y Dempsey 
Y Dickerson 

Y Heckstall 
Y Hembree 
Y Henson 
Y Hightower 

Y McBrayer 
Y McCall 
    McKillip 
Y Meadows 

Y Shaw 
Y Sheldon 
Y Sims, B 
Y Sims, C 
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Y Anderson 
Y Ashe 
Y Atwood 
Y Baker 
Y Battles 
Y Beasley-Teague 
Y Bell 
Y Benfield 
Y Benton 
Y Beverly 
Y Black 
Y Braddock 
Y Brockway 
Y Brooks 
E Bruce 
Y Bryant 
Y Buckner 
Y Burns 
Y Byrd 
Y Carson 
Y Carter 
Y Casas 
Y Channell 
Y Cheokas 
Y Clark, J 
Y Clark, V 
Y Coleman 
Y Collins 
Y Cooke 
Y Coomer 
Y Cooper 
Y Crawford 

Y Dickey 
Y Dickson 
Y Dobbs 
Y Dollar 
Y Drenner 
Y Dudgeon 
Y Dukes 
Y Dunahoo 
Y Dutton 
Y Ehrhart 
Y England 
Y Epps, C 
Y Epps, J 
E Evans 
Y Floyd 
Y Fludd 
N Frazier 
Y Fullerton 
Y Gardner 
Y Geisinger 
Y Golick 
Y Gordon 
Y Greene 
Y Hamilton 
Y Hanner 
Y Harbin 
Y Harden, B 
Y Harden, M 
Y Harrell 
Y Hatchett 
Y Hatfield 
Y Heard 

Y Hill 
Y Holcomb 
Y Holmes 
Y Holt 
Y Horne 
Y Houston 
Y Howard 
E Hudson 
Y Hugley 
Y Jackson 
Y Jacobs 
Y James 
Y Jasperse 
Y Jerguson 
Y Johnson 
Y Jones, J 
Y Jones, S 
Y Jordan 
Y Kaiser 
Y Kendrick 
    Kidd 
Y Knight 
Y Lane 
Y Lindsey 
Y Long 
Y Maddox, B 
Y Maddox, G 
Y Manning 
    Marin 
Y Martin 
Y Maxwell 
Y Mayo 

Y Mitchell 
Y Morgan 
E Morris 
Y Mosby 
Y Murphy 
Y Neal, J 
Y Neal, Y 
Y Nimmer 
Y Nix 
Y Oliver 
Y O'Neal 
Y Pak 
Y Parent 
Y Parrish 
Y Parsons 
Y Peake 
Y Powell, A 
Y Powell, J 
Y Pruett 
Y Purcell 
Y Ramsey 
Y Randall 
Y Reece 
Y Rice 
Y Riley 
Y Roberts 
Y Rogers, C 
Y Rogers, T 
Y Rynders 
E Scott, M  
Y Scott, S 
Y Setzler 

Y Smith, E 
Y Smith, K 
Y Smith, L 
Y Smith, R 
Y Smith, T 
Y Smyre 
Y Spencer 
Y Stephens, M 
Y Stephens, R 
Y Stephenson 
Y Talton 
Y Tankersley 
Y Taylor, D 
Y Taylor, R 
Y Taylor, T 
Y Teasley 
Y Thomas 
    VACANT 
Y Waites 
Y Watson 
Y Welch 
Y Weldon 
Y Wilkerson 
Y Wilkinson 
Y Willard 
Y Williams, A 
Y Williams, C 
    Williams, E 
Y Williams, R 
Y Williamson 
Y Yates 
    Ralston, Speaker 

   
 On the passage of the Bill, the ayes were 167, nays 1. 
 
 The Bill, having received the requisite constitutional majority, was passed. 
 
 The following message was received from the Senate through Mr. Ewing, the 
Secretary thereof: 
 
Mr. Speaker: 
 
 The Senate has passed by the requisite constitutional majority the following bill of the 
Senate:   
 
SB 438. By Senators Crane of the 28th, Rogers of the 21st, Shafer of the 48th, 

Williams of the 19th, Ligon, Jr. of the 3rd and others: 
 
A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Part 1 of Article 1 of Chapter 18 of 
Title 45 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to the state 
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employees' health insurance plan, so as to provide that no health insurance 
plan for employees of the state shall offer coverage for abortion services; to 
repeal conflicting laws, and for other purposes.  
 

 Under the general order of business, established by the Committee on Rules, the 
following Bills and of the House were taken up for consideration and read the third time: 
 
HB 940. By Representatives Pak of the 102nd, Ramsey of the 72nd, Atwood of the 

179th, Setzler of the 35th, Weldon of the 3rd and others: 
 

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Article 1 of Chapter 12 of Title 17 of 
the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to the Georgia Public 
Defender Standards Council, so as to change certain provisions relating to 
payment of attorney in event of conflict of interest in capital cases, number of 
attorneys appointed, county governing authority's financial responsibility, 
and expenses; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.  
 

 The following Committee substitute was read and adopted: 
 

A BILL TO BE ENTITLED 
AN ACT 

 
To amend Article 1 of Chapter 12 of Title 17 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, 
relating to the Georgia Public Defender Standards Council, so as to change certain 
provisions relating to payment of attorney in event of conflict of interest in capital cases, 
number of attorneys appointed, county governing authority's financial responsibility, and 
expenses; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes. 
 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF GEORGIA: 
 

SECTION 1. 
Article 1 of Chapter 12 of Title 17 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to 
the Georgia Public Defender Standards Council, is amended by revising Code Section 
17-12-12.1, relating to payment of attorney in event of conflict of interest in capital cases, 
number of attorneys appointed, county governing authority's financial responsibility, and 
expenses, as follows: 

"17-12-12.1. 
(a)  If there is a conflict of interest such that the Georgia capital defender division is 
unable to defend any indigent person accused of a capital felony for which the death 
penalty is being sought, the director shall determine and appoint counsel to represent 
the defendant. The director shall establish the contractual agreement with the 
defendant's counsel for payment of representing the defendant, and, when feasible and 
prudent, a flat fee structure shall be utilized. 
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(b)  A maximum of two attorneys shall be paid by the council pursuant to a contractual 
agreement or at an hourly rate established by the council with state funds appropriated 
to the council.  State funds shall be appropriated to the council for use by the Georgia 
capital defender division for the first $150,000.00 paid for each death penalty case.  
Funding for attorney's fees and expenses between $150,000.01 and $250,000.00 for 
each death penalty case shall be paid through state appropriations for 75 percent of such 
attorney's fees and expenses, and the county governing authority where the indictment 
was returned shall pay 25 percent of such attorney's fees and expenses.  Funding for all 
attorney's fees and expenses in excess of $250,000.00 for each death penalty case shall 
be paid through state appropriations for 50 percent of such attorney's fees and expenses, 
and the county governing authority where the indictment was returned shall pay 50 
percent of such attorney's fees and expenses.  The council shall not pay any state funds 
for the defendant's attorney's fees or expenses except upon an invoice that was, prior to 
submission to the council, reviewed and approved in writing by the judge to whom the 
case is assigned.  Such judge may, in his or her discretion, require the periodic 
submission of interim invoices. 
(c)  The council, with the assistance of the Georgia capital defender division, shall 
establish guidelines for all expense requests for cases in which the death penalty is 
sought, including, but not limited to, attorney's fees, expert witness fees, investigative 
fees, travel and accommodation expenses, and copy and transcription costs. 
(d)  A county governing authority may provide supplemental compensation to counsel 
appointed pursuant to this Code section." 

 
SECTION 2. 

All laws and parts of laws in conflict with this Act are repealed.   
 
 The report of the Committee, which was favorable to the passage of the Bill, by 
substitute, was agreed to. 
 
 On the passage of the Bill, by substitute, the roll call was ordered and the vote was as 
follows: 
 
    Abdul-Salaam 
N Abrams 
Y Allison 
Y Amerson 
Y Anderson 
N Ashe 
Y Atwood 
Y Baker 
Y Battles 
N Beasley-Teague 
Y Bell 
Y Benfield 
N Benton 
Y Beverly 

Y Davis 
N Dawkins-Haigler 
Y Dempsey 
Y Dickerson 
    Dickey 
Y Dickson 
N Dobbs 
Y Dollar 
Y Drenner 
Y Dudgeon 
    Dukes 
Y Dunahoo 
Y Dutton 
Y Ehrhart 

N Heckstall 
Y Hembree 
N Henson 
Y Hightower 
Y Hill 
N Holcomb 
N Holmes 
Y Holt 
N Horne 
Y Houston 
Y Howard 
E Hudson 
N Hugley 
Y Jackson 

N McBrayer 
Y McCall 
Y McKillip 
Y Meadows 
Y Mitchell 
Y Morgan 
E Morris 
    Mosby 
N Murphy 
N Neal, J 
N Neal, Y 
Y Nimmer 
Y Nix 
Y Oliver 

Y Shaw 
Y Sheldon 
Y Sims, B 
Y Sims, C 
N Smith, E 
Y Smith, K 
Y Smith, L 
Y Smith, R 
N Smith, T 
N Smyre 
N Spencer 
Y Stephens, M 
Y Stephens, R 
N Stephenson 
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Y Black 
N Braddock 
Y Brockway 
Y Brooks 
E Bruce 
N Bryant 
N Buckner 
Y Burns 
N Byrd 
Y Carson 
Y Carter 
Y Casas 
Y Channell 
Y Cheokas 
Y Clark, J 
Y Clark, V 
Y Coleman 
Y Collins 
Y Cooke 
Y Coomer 
Y Cooper 
Y Crawford 

Y England 
Y Epps, C 
Y Epps, J 
E Evans 
Y Floyd 
Y Fludd 
Y Frazier 
Y Fullerton 
Y Gardner 
Y Geisinger 
Y Golick 
Y Gordon 
N Greene 
Y Hamilton 
Y Hanner 
Y Harbin 
Y Harden, B 
Y Harden, M 
Y Harrell 
    Hatchett 
N Hatfield 
N Heard 

Y Jacobs 
N James 
Y Jasperse 
N Jerguson 
Y Johnson 
Y Jones, J 
Y Jones, S 
N Jordan 
N Kaiser 
Y Kendrick 
    Kidd 
Y Knight 
Y Lane 
Y Lindsey 
Y Long 
Y Maddox, B 
Y Maddox, G 
Y Manning 
    Marin 
Y Martin 
Y Maxwell 
Y Mayo 

Y O'Neal 
Y Pak 
N Parent 
Y Parrish 
Y Parsons 
Y Peake 
Y Powell, A 
    Powell, J 
N Pruett 
Y Purcell 
Y Ramsey 
N Randall 
Y Reece 
Y Rice 
Y Riley 
Y Roberts 
N Rogers, C 
Y Rogers, T 
    Rynders 
E Scott, M  
N Scott, S 
Y Setzler 

Y Talton 
Y Tankersley 
Y Taylor, D 
N Taylor, R 
Y Taylor, T 
Y Teasley 
Y Thomas 
    VACANT 
Y Waites 
Y Watson 
N Welch 
Y Weldon 
    Wilkerson 
Y Wilkinson 
Y Willard 
N Williams, A 
Y Williams, C 
    Williams, E 
Y Williams, R 
Y Williamson 
Y Yates 
    Ralston, Speaker 

   
 On the passage of the Bill, by substitute, the ayes were 122, nays 40. 
 
 The Bill, having received the requisite constitutional majority, was passed, by 
substitute. 
 
 Representatives Howard of the 121st and Long of the 61st stated that they 
inadvertently voted "aye" on the preceding roll call.  They wished to be recorded as 
voting "nay" thereon. 
 
HB 685. By Representatives Maddox of the 172nd, Black of the 174th, Atwood of the 

179th, Shaw of the 176th, Taylor of the 173rd and others: 
 

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Title 4 of the Official Code of 
Georgia Annotated, relating to animals, so as to extensively revise provisions 
relating to dogs and especially provisions relating to dangerous and vicious 
dogs; to define and redefine terms; to provide for liability for injuries and 
damage caused by dogs; to amend Chapter 2 of Title 51 of the Official Code 
of Georgia Annotated, relating to imputable negligence, so as to provide for a 
conforming amendment; to state legislative intent; to provide for other 
related matters; to provide for an effective date and applicability; to repeal 
conflicting laws; and for other purposes.  
 

 The following Committee substitute was read: 
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A BILL TO BE ENTITLED 
AN ACT 

 
To amend Chapter 8 of Title 4 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to 
dogs, so as to revise provisions relating to dogs and provisions relating to dangerous and 
vicious dogs; to provide for legislative intent; to change provisions of liability for damage 
caused by dogs; to allow for more stringent local regulation; to revise provisions relating 
to the lawful killing of dogs; to provide for a short title; to provide public safety and 
administrative procedures for the identification of dangerous and vicious dogs; to require 
registration for the possession of certain dogs and to require certain safety and indemnity 
measures as a condition of owning a dog classified as vicious or dangerous; to provide 
procedural requirements; to provide for euthanasia of dogs in certain instances; to provide 
for criminal offenses and punishment; to provide for reclassification of previously 
classified dogs; to provide for an effective date and applicability; to repeal conflicting 
laws; and for other purposes. 
 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF GEORGIA: 
 

SECTION 1. 
Chapter 8 of Title 4 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to dogs, is 
amended by redesignating Code Section 4-8-1 as Code Section 4-8-1.1 and by adding a 
new Code section to read as follows: 

"4-8-1. 
It is the intention of this chapter to establish as state law minimum standards for the 
control and regulation of dogs and to establish state crimes for violations of such 
minimum standards.  However, this chapter shall not prohibit local governments from 
adopting and enforcing ordinances or resolutions which provide for more restrictive 
control and regulation of dogs than the minimum standards provided for in this 
chapter." 

 
SECTION 2. 

Said chapter is further amended by revising Code Section 4-8-4, relating to liability for 
damage caused by dogs, as follows: 

"4-8-4. 
(a)  The owner or, if no owner can be found, the custodian exercising care and control 
over any dog which goes upon the land of another and while off the owner's or 
custodian's property causes injury, death, or damage directly or indirectly to any 
livestock, or poultry, or pet animal shall be civilly liable to the owner of the livestock, 
or poultry, or pet animal for damages, death, or injury, death, or damage caused by the 
dog.  The owner or, if no owner can be found, the custodian exercising care and control 
over any dog shall be liable for any damage caused by such dog to public or private 
property.  The liability of the owner or custodian of the dog shall include consequential 
damages. 



 WEDNESDAY, MARCH 7, 2012 2693 

(b)  This Code section is to be considered cumulative of other remedies provided by 
law.  There is no intent to do away with eliminate or limit other causes of action which 
might inure to the owner of any livestock, or poultry, or pet animal." 

 
SECTION 3. 

Said chapter is further amended by revising subsection (a) of Code Section 4-8-5, relating 
to cruelty to dogs and authorized killing of dogs, as follows: 

"(a)  No person shall perform a cruel act on any dog; nor shall any person harm, maim, 
or kill any dog, or attempt to do so, except that a person may: 

(1)  Defend his or her person or property, or the person or property of another, from 
injury or damage being caused by a dog; or 
(2)  Kill any dog causing injury or damage to any livestock, or poultry, or pet animal." 

 
SECTION 4. 

Said chapter is further amended by repealing in its entirety Article 2, relating to 
dangerous dog control, and enacting a new article to read as follows: 
 

"ARTICLE 2 
4-8-20. 
This article shall be known and may be cited as the 'Responsible Dog Ownership Law.' 

 
4-8-21. 
(a)  As used in this article, the term: 

(1)  'Classified dog' means any dog that has been classified as either a dangerous dog 
or vicious dog pursuant to this article. 
(2)  'Dangerous dog' means any dog that: 

(A)  Causes a substantial puncture of a person's skin by teeth without causing 
serious injury; provided, however, that a nip, scratch, or abrasion shall not be 
sufficient to classify a dog as dangerous under this subparagraph; 
(B)  Aggressively attacks in a manner that causes a person to reasonably believe that 
the dog posed an imminent threat of serious injury to such person or another person 
although no such injury occurs; provided, however, that the acts of barking, 
growling, or showing of teeth by a dog shall not be sufficient to classify a dog as 
dangerous under this subparagraph; or 
(C)  While off the owner's property, kills a pet animal; provided, however, that this 
subparagraph shall not apply where the death of such pet animal is caused by a dog 
that is working or training as a hunting dog, herding dog, or predator control dog. 

(3)  'Local government' means any county or municipality of this state. 
(4)  'Owner' means any natural person or any legal entity, including, but not limited 
to, a corporation, partnership, firm, or trust owning, possessing, harboring, keeping, or 
having custody or control of a dog.  In the case of a dog owned by a minor, the term 
'owner' includes the parents or person in loco parentis with custody of the minor. 
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(5)  'Serious injury' means any physical injury that creates a substantial risk of death; 
results in death, broken or dislocated bones, lacerations requiring multiple sutures, or 
disfiguring avulsions; requires plastic surgery or admission to a hospital; or results in 
protracted impairment of health, including transmission of an infection or contagious 
disease, or impairment of the function of any bodily organ. 
(6)  'Vicious dog' means a dog that inflicts serious injury on a person or causes serious 
injury to a person resulting from reasonable attempts to escape from the dog's attack. 

(b)  No dog shall be classified as a dangerous dog or vicious dog for actions that occur 
while the dog is being used by a law enforcement or military officer to carry out the law 
enforcement or military officer's official duties.  No dog shall be classified as a 
dangerous dog or a vicious dog if the person injured by such dog was a person who, at 
the time, was committing a trespass, was abusing the dog, or was committing or 
attempting to commit an offense under Chapter 5 of Title 16. 

 
4-8-22. 
(a)  A county's jurisdiction for the enforcement of this article shall be the 
unincorporated area of the county and a municipality's jurisdiction for such 
enforcement shall be the territory within the corporate limits of the municipality. 
(b)  The governing authority of each local government shall designate an individual as 
dog control officer to aid in the administration and enforcement of the provisions of this 
article.  A person carrying out the duties of dog control officer shall not be authorized 
to make arrests unless the person is a law enforcement officer having the powers of 
arrest. 
(c)  Any county or municipality or any combination of such local governments may 
enter into agreements with each other for the consolidation of dog control services 
under this Code section. 

 
4-8-23. 
(a)  For purposes of this Code section, the term: 

(1)  'Authority' means an animal control board or local board of health, as determined 
by the governing authority of a local government. 
(2)  'Mail' means to send by certified mail or statutory overnight delivery to the 
recipient's last known address. 

(b)  Upon receiving a report of a dog believed to be subject to classification as a 
dangerous dog or vicious dog within a dog control officer's jurisdiction, the dog control 
officer shall make such investigations as necessary to determine whether such dog is 
subject to classification as a dangerous dog or vicious dog. 
(c)  When a dog control officer determines that a dog is subject to classification as a 
dangerous dog or vicious dog, the dog control officer shall mail a dated notice to the 
dog's owner within 72 hours.  Such notice shall include a summary of the dog control 
officer's determination and shall state that the owner has a right to request a hearing 
from the authority on the dog control officer's determination within 15 days after the 
date shown on the notice.  The notice shall also provide a form for requesting the 
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hearing and shall state that if a hearing is not requested within the allotted time, the dog 
control officer's determination shall become effective for all purposes under this article. 
(d)  When a hearing is requested by a dog owner in accordance with subsection (c) of 
this Code section, such hearing shall be scheduled within 30 days after the request is 
received; provided, however, that such hearing may be continued by the authority for 
good cause shown.  At least ten days prior to the hearing, the authority conducting the 
hearing shall mail to the dog owner written notice of the date, time, and place of the 
hearing.  At the hearing, the dog owner shall be given the opportunity to testify and 
present evidence and the authority conducting the hearing shall receive other evidence 
and testimony as may be reasonably necessary to sustain, modify, or overrule the dog 
control officer's determination. 
(e)  Within ten days after the hearing, the authority which conducted the hearing shall 
mail written notice to the dog owner of its determination on the matter.  If such 
determination is that the dog is a dangerous dog or a vicious dog, the notice of 
classification shall specify the date upon which that determination shall be effective.  If 
the determination is that the dog is to be euthanized pursuant to Code Section 4-8-26, 
the notice shall specify the date by which the euthanasia shall occur. 
(f)  Judicial review of the authority's final decision may be had in accordance with Code 
Section 50-13-19. 

 
4-8-24. 
A law enforcement officer or dog control officer shall immediately impound a dog if 
the officer believes the dog poses a threat to the public safety. 

 
4-8-25. 
The judge of any superior court of competent jurisdiction within this state may order 
the euthanasia of a dog if the court finds, after notice and opportunity for hearing as 
provided by Code Section 4-8-23, that the dog has seriously injured a human or 
presents a danger to humans not suitable for control under this article and: 

(1)  The owner or custodian of the dog has been convicted of a violation of any state 
criminal law and the crime was related to such dog; or 
(2)  Any local governmental authority has filed with the court a civil action requesting 
the euthanasia of the dog. 

 
4-8-26. 
A dog that is found, after notice and opportunity for hearing as provided by Code 
Section 4-8-23, to have caused a serious injury to a human on more than one occasion 
shall be euthanized; provided, however, that no injury occurring before July 1, 2012, 
shall count for purposes of this subsection. 

 
4-8-27. 
(a)  It shall be unlawful for an owner to have or possess within this state a classified dog 
without a certificate of registration issued in accordance with the provisions of this 
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Code section.  Certificates of registration shall be nontransferable and shall only be 
issued to a person 18 years of age or older.  No more than one certificate of registration 
shall be issued per domicile. 
(b)  A certificate of registration for a dangerous dog shall be issued automatically unless 
otherwise specified by this Code section. 
(c)  Except as provided in subsections (e) and (f) of this Code section, a certificate of 
registration for a vicious dog shall be issued if the dog control officer determines that 
the following requirements have been met: 

(1)  The owner has maintained an enclosure designed to securely confine the vicious 
dog on the owner's property, indoors, or in a securely locked and enclosed pen, fence, 
or structure suitable to prevent the vicious dog from leaving such property; 
(2)  Clearly visible warning signs have been posted at all entrances to the premises 
where the dog resides; 
(3)  A microchip containing an identification number and capable of being scanned 
has been injected under the skin between the shoulder blades of the dog; and 
(4)  The owner maintains and can provide proof of general or specific liability 
insurance in the amount of at least $50,000.00 issued by an insurer authorized to 
transact business in this state insuring the owner of the vicious dog against liability for 
any bodily injury or property damage caused by the dog. 

(d)  No certificate of registration shall be issued to any person who has been convicted 
of two or more violations of this article. 
(e)  No person shall be the owner of more than one vicious dog. 
(f)  No certificate of registration for a vicious dog shall be issued to any person who has 
been convicted of: 

(A)  A serious violent felony as defined in Code Section 17-10-6.1; 
(B)  The felony of dogfighting as provided for in Code Section 16-12-37 or the 
felony of aggravated cruelty to animals as provided for in Code Section 16-12-4; or 
(C)  A felony involving trafficking in cocaine, illegal drugs, marijuana, 
methamphetamine, or ecstasy as provided for in Code Sections 16-13-31 and 16-13-
31.1 

from the time of conviction until two years after completion of his or her sentence, nor 
to any person residing with such person. 
(g)  Certificates of registration shall be renewed on an annual basis.  At the time of 
renewal of a certificate of registration for a vicious dog, a dog control officer shall 
verify that the owner is continuing to comply with provisions of this article.  Failure to 
renew a certificate of registration within ten days of the renewal date or initial 
classification date shall constitute a violation of this article. 

 
4-8-28. 
(a)  The owner of a classified dog shall notify the dog control officer within 24 hours if 
the dog is on the loose or has attacked a human and shall notify the dog control officer 
within 24 hours if the dog has died or has been euthanized. 
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(b)  A vicious dog shall not be transferred, sold, or donated to any other person unless it 
is relinquished to a governmental facility or veterinarian to be euthanized. 
(c)  The owner of a classified dog who moves from one jurisdiction to another within 
the State of Georgia shall register the classified dog in the new jurisdiction within ten 
days of becoming a resident and notify the dog control officer of the jurisdiction from 
which he or she moved.  The owner of a similarly classified dog who moves into this 
state shall register the dog as required in Code Section 4-8-27 within 30 days of 
becoming a resident. 

 
4-8-29. 
(a)  It shall be unlawful for an owner of a dangerous dog to permit the dog to be off the 
owner's property unless: 

(1)  The dog is restrained by a leash not to exceed six feet in length and is under the 
immediate physical control of a person capable of preventing the dog from engaging 
any other human or animal when necessary; or 
(2)  The dog is contained in a closed and locked cage or crate. 

(b)  It shall be unlawful for an owner of a vicious dog to permit the dog to be: 
(1)  Outside an enclosure designed to securely confine the vicious dog while on the 
owner's property or outside a securely locked and enclosed pen, fence, or structure 
suitable to prevent the vicious dog from leaving such property unless: 

(A)  The dog is muzzled and restrained by a leash not to exceed six feet in length 
and is under the immediate physical control of a person capable of preventing the 
dog from engaging any other human or animal when necessary; or 
(B)  The dog is contained in a closed and locked cage or crate; or 

(2)  Unattended with minors. 
(c)  A person who violates subsection (b) of this Code section shall be guilty of a 
misdemeanor of high and aggravated nature. 
(d)  An owner with a previous conviction for a violation of this article whose classified 
dog causes serious injury to a human being under circumstances constituting another 
violation of this article shall be guilty of a felony and upon conviction thereof shall be 
punished by imprisonment for not less than one nor more than ten years, a fine of not 
less than $5,000.00 nor more than $10,000.00, or both.  In addition, the classified dog 
shall be euthanized at the cost of the owner. 
(e)  Any irregularity in classification proceedings shall not be a defense to any 
prosecution under this article so long as the owner of the dog received actual notice of 
the classification and did not pursue a civil remedy for the correction of the irregularity. 

 
4-8-30. 
(a)  A dangerous or vicious dog shall be immediately confiscated by any dog control 
officer or by a law enforcement officer in the case of any violation of this article.  A 
refusal to surrender a dog subject to confiscation shall be a violation of this article. 
(b)  The owner of any dog that has been confiscated pursuant to this article may recover 
such dog upon payment of reasonable confiscation and housing costs and proof of 
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compliance with the provisions of this article.  All fines and all charges for services 
performed by a law enforcement or dog control officer shall be paid prior to owner 
recovery of the dog.  Criminal prosecution shall not be stayed due to owner recovery or 
euthanasia of the dog. 
(c)  In the event the owner has not complied with the provisions of this article within 20 
days of the date the dog was confiscated, such dog shall be destroyed in an expeditious 
and humane manner and the owner may be required to pay the costs of housing and 
euthanasia. 

 
4-8-31. 
Under no circumstances shall a local government or any employee or official of a local 
government be held liable for any damages to any person who suffers an injury inflicted 
by a dog as a result of a failure to enforce the provisions of this article. 

 
4-8-32. 
Except as otherwise specified in this article, any person who violates any provision of 
this article shall be guilty of a misdemeanor punishable upon conviction thereof by 
imprisonment not to exceed 12 months and a fine of not more than $100.00 for the first 
offense and by a fine of not more than $1,000.00 for each subsequent offense. 

 
4-8-33. 

(a)(1)  Any dog classified prior to July 1, 2012, as a potentially dangerous dog in this 
state shall on and after that date be classified as a dangerous dog under this article. 
(2)  Any dog classified prior to July 1, 2012, as a dangerous dog or vicious dog in this 
state shall on and after that date be classified as a vicious dog under this article. 

(b)  The owner of any dog referred to in subsection (a) of this Code section shall come 
into compliance with all current provisions of this article by January 1, 2013." 

 
SECTION 5. 

Said chapter is further amended by repealing in its entirety Article 3, relating to vicious 
dogs. 
 

SECTION 6. 
This Act shall become effective on July 1, 2012, and shall apply to proceedings for the 
classification and registration of dogs which are pending on that date as well as to such 
proceedings which arise on or after that date. 
 

SECTION 7. 
All laws and parts of laws in conflict with this Act are repealed.   
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 The following amendment was read and adopted: 
 
Representative Houston of the 170th et al. offer the following amendment: 
 
Amend the House Committee on Judiciary, Non-civil substitute to HB 685 (LC 29 5224S) 
by revising lines 216 and 217 as follows: 

(c)  A person who violates subsection (b) of this Code section shall be guilty of a 
misdemeanor of high and aggravated nature; provided; however, that if such person 
knowingly violates subsection (b) of this Code section and such failure results in the 
vicious dog attacking another human being and causing serious injury or death to a 
human being, such owner shall be guilty of a felony and, upon conviction, shall be 
punished by imprisonment for not less than one nor more than three years and a fine of 
not more than $20,000.00. 

 
 The Committee substitute, as amended, was adopted. 
 
 The report of the Committee, which was favorable to the passage of the Bill, by 
substitute, was agreed to, as amended. 
 
 On the passage of the Bill, by substitute, as amended, the roll call was ordered and the 
vote was as follows: 
 
    Abdul-Salaam 
Y Abrams 
Y Allison 
Y Amerson 
Y Anderson 
Y Ashe 
Y Atwood 
Y Baker 
Y Battles 
Y Beasley-Teague 
Y Bell 
Y Benfield 
Y Benton 
Y Beverly 
Y Black 
Y Braddock 
Y Brockway 
Y Brooks 
E Bruce 
Y Bryant 
Y Buckner 
Y Burns 
Y Byrd 
Y Carson 
Y Carter 
Y Casas 
Y Channell 

Y Davis 
Y Dawkins-Haigler 
Y Dempsey 
Y Dickerson 
Y Dickey 
Y Dickson 
Y Dobbs 
Y Dollar 
Y Drenner 
Y Dudgeon 
Y Dukes 
Y Dunahoo 
Y Dutton 
Y Ehrhart 
Y England 
Y Epps, C 
Y Epps, J 
E Evans 
Y Floyd 
Y Fludd 
Y Frazier 
Y Fullerton 
Y Gardner 
Y Geisinger 
Y Golick 
Y Gordon 
Y Greene 

Y Heckstall 
Y Hembree 
Y Henson 
Y Hightower 
Y Hill 
Y Holcomb 
Y Holmes 
Y Holt 
Y Horne 
Y Houston 
Y Howard 
E Hudson 
Y Hugley 
Y Jackson 
Y Jacobs 
Y James 
Y Jasperse 
Y Jerguson 
Y Johnson 
Y Jones, J 
Y Jones, S 
Y Jordan 
Y Kaiser 
Y Kendrick 
    Kidd 
Y Knight 
Y Lane 

Y McBrayer 
Y McCall 
Y McKillip 
Y Meadows 
Y Mitchell 
Y Morgan 
E Morris 
Y Mosby 
Y Murphy 
Y Neal, J 
Y Neal, Y 
Y Nimmer 
Y Nix 
Y Oliver 
Y O'Neal 
Y Pak 
Y Parent 
Y Parrish 
Y Parsons 
Y Peake 
Y Powell, A 
Y Powell, J 
Y Pruett 
Y Purcell 
Y Ramsey 
Y Randall 
Y Reece 

Y Shaw 
Y Sheldon 
Y Sims, B 
Y Sims, C 
Y Smith, E 
Y Smith, K 
Y Smith, L 
Y Smith, R 
Y Smith, T 
Y Smyre 
Y Spencer 
Y Stephens, M 
Y Stephens, R 
Y Stephenson 
Y Talton 
Y Tankersley 
Y Taylor, D 
Y Taylor, R 
Y Taylor, T 
Y Teasley 
Y Thomas 
    VACANT 
Y Waites 
Y Watson 
Y Welch 
Y Weldon 
Y Wilkerson 
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Y Cheokas 
Y Clark, J 
Y Clark, V 
Y Coleman 
Y Collins 
Y Cooke 
Y Coomer 
Y Cooper 
Y Crawford 

Y Hamilton 
Y Hanner 
Y Harbin 
Y Harden, B 
Y Harden, M 
Y Harrell 
Y Hatchett 
Y Hatfield 
Y Heard 

Y Lindsey 
Y Long 
Y Maddox, B 
Y Maddox, G 
Y Manning 
    Marin 
Y Martin 
Y Maxwell 
Y Mayo 

Y Rice 
Y Riley 
Y Roberts 
Y Rogers, C 
Y Rogers, T 
Y Rynders 
E Scott, M  
Y Scott, S 
Y Setzler 

Y Wilkinson 
Y Willard 
Y Williams, A 
Y Williams, C 
Y Williams, E 
Y Williams, R 
Y Williamson 
Y Yates 
    Ralston, Speaker 

   
 On the passage of the Bill, by substitute, as amended, the ayes were 170, nays 0. 
 
 The Bill, having received the requisite constitutional majority, was passed, by 
substitute, as amended. 
 
HB 1093. By Representatives Braddock of the 19th, Jacobs of the 80th, Coomer of the 

14th, Knight of the 126th, Clark of the 98th and others: 
 

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Article 1 of Chapter 8 of Title 16 of 
the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to theft, so as to change 
provisions relating to removal of shopping carts and the required posting of 
the Code section in stores and markets; to provide for related matters; to 
provide for an effective date; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other 
purposes.  
 

 The report of the Committee, which was favorable to the passage of the Bill, was 
agreed to. 
 
 On the passage of the Bill, the roll call was ordered and the vote was as follows: 
 
    Abdul-Salaam 
Y Abrams 
Y Allison 
Y Amerson 
Y Anderson 
Y Ashe 
Y Atwood 
Y Baker 
Y Battles 
Y Beasley-Teague 
Y Bell 
Y Benfield 
Y Benton 
Y Beverly 
Y Black 
Y Braddock 
Y Brockway 
Y Brooks 
E Bruce 
Y Bryant 

Y Davis 
Y Dawkins-Haigler 
Y Dempsey 
Y Dickerson 
Y Dickey 
Y Dickson 
Y Dobbs 
Y Dollar 
Y Drenner 
Y Dudgeon 
Y Dukes 
Y Dunahoo 
Y Dutton 
Y Ehrhart 
Y England 
Y Epps, C 
Y Epps, J 
E Evans 
Y Floyd 
Y Fludd 

Y Heckstall 
Y Hembree 
Y Henson 
Y Hightower 
Y Hill 
Y Holcomb 
Y Holmes 
Y Holt 
Y Horne 
Y Houston 
Y Howard 
E Hudson 
Y Hugley 
Y Jackson 
Y Jacobs 
Y James 
Y Jasperse 
Y Jerguson 
Y Johnson 
Y Jones, J 

Y McBrayer 
Y McCall 
Y McKillip 
Y Meadows 
Y Mitchell 
Y Morgan 
E Morris 
Y Mosby 
Y Murphy 
Y Neal, J 
Y Neal, Y 
Y Nimmer 
Y Nix 
    Oliver 
Y O'Neal 
Y Pak 
Y Parent 
Y Parrish 
Y Parsons 
Y Peake 

Y Shaw 
E Sheldon  
Y Sims, B 
Y Sims, C 
Y Smith, E 
Y Smith, K 
Y Smith, L 
Y Smith, R 
Y Smith, T 
Y Smyre 
Y Spencer 
Y Stephens, M 
Y Stephens, R 
Y Stephenson 
Y Talton 
Y Tankersley 
Y Taylor, D 
Y Taylor, R 
Y Taylor, T 
Y Teasley 
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Y Buckner 
Y Burns 
Y Byrd 
Y Carson 
Y Carter 
Y Casas 
Y Channell 
Y Cheokas 
Y Clark, J 
Y Clark, V 
Y Coleman 
Y Collins 
Y Cooke 
Y Coomer 
Y Cooper 
Y Crawford 

Y Frazier 
Y Fullerton 
Y Gardner 
Y Geisinger 
Y Golick 
Y Gordon 
Y Greene 
Y Hamilton 
Y Hanner 
Y Harbin 
Y Harden, B 
Y Harden, M 
Y Harrell 
Y Hatchett 
Y Hatfield 
Y Heard 

Y Jones, S 
Y Jordan 
Y Kaiser 
N Kendrick 
    Kidd 
Y Knight 
Y Lane 
Y Lindsey 
Y Long 
Y Maddox, B 
Y Maddox, G 
Y Manning 
    Marin 
Y Martin 
Y Maxwell 
Y Mayo 

Y Powell, A 
Y Powell, J 
Y Pruett 
Y Purcell 
Y Ramsey 
Y Randall 
    Reece 
Y Rice 
Y Riley 
Y Roberts 
Y Rogers, C 
Y Rogers, T 
Y Rynders 
E Scott, M 
Y Scott, S 
Y Setzler 

Y Thomas 
    VACANT 
Y Waites 
Y Watson 
Y Welch 
Y Weldon 
Y Wilkerson 
Y Wilkinson 
Y Willard 
Y Williams, A 
Y Williams, C 
Y Williams, E 
Y Williams, R 
N Williamson 
Y Yates 
    Ralston, Speaker 

   
 On the passage of the Bill, the ayes were 165, nays 2. 
 
 The Bill, having received the requisite constitutional majority, was passed. 
 
 Representative Kendrick of the 94th stated that she inadvertently voted "nay" on the 
preceding roll call.  She wished to be recorded as voting "aye" thereon. 
 
HB 684. By Representatives Buckner of the 130th, Neal of the 1st, Stephens of the 

164th, Greene of the 149th, Abrams of the 84th and others: 
 

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Article 2 of Chapter 3 of Title 12 of 
the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to state parks and 
recreational areas generally, so as to authorize the Department of Natural 
Resources to transfer certain operating responsibilities for state parks and 
recreational areas to local governing authorities on certain conditions; to 
provide for related matters; to provide an effective date; to repeal conflicting 
laws; and for other purposes.  
 

 The following Committee substitute was read and adopted: 
 

A BILL TO BE ENTITLED 
AN ACT 

 
To amend Article 2 of Chapter 3 of Title 12 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, 
relating to state parks and recreational areas generally, so as to authorize the Department 
of Natural Resources to transfer certain operating responsibilities for state parks and 
recreational areas to local governing authorities on certain conditions; to provide for 
related matters; to provide an effective date; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other 
purposes. 
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BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF GEORGIA: 
 

SECTION 1. 
Article 2 of Chapter 3 of Title 12 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to 
state parks and recreational areas generally, is amended by adding a new Code section to 
read as follows: 

"12-3-35. 
(a)  For purposes of this Code section, the term 'change in services' means the closing of 
a state park or recreational area, a permanent change of a primary existing operational 
function, or a reduction in the hours of operation or services offered at a state park or 
recreational area location by 50 percent or more. 
(b)  Prior to making a change in services, the Department of Natural Resources shall 
provide 60 days' notice to the governing authority of each municipality and county in 
which the state park or recreational area is located regarding the specific proposed 
change in services.  The notice required by this Code section shall be made in writing 
and sent to the applicable chairperson of the county commissioners and the mayor of 
the municipality. 
(c)  The department is authorized to transfer management responsibilities for a state 
park or recreational area, or parts contained therein, that are the subject of a proposed 
change in services to a local governing authority in which the state park or recreational 
area is located.  The transferring of any management responsibilities pursuant to this 
Code section shall include the authority of the local governing authority to provide staff 
and funding for designated operations and functions within the management and control 
of the local governing authority.  The transfer of total or partial management 
responsibilities provided for under this Code section shall occur only upon a finding by 
the commissioner of natural resources and the local governing authority that such a 
transfer is in the best interest of the public and will best promote or preserve the natural, 
cultural, or recreational resource. 
(d)  The commissioner of natural resources shall notify the Board of Natural Resources 
of a pending transfer of part or all of the operations of a state park or recreational area 
to a local governing authority.  Such notice shall be made in writing and at a regularly 
scheduled, publicly held meeting of the board." 

 
SECTION 2. 

This Act shall become effective upon its approval by the Governor or upon its becoming 
law without such approval. 
 

SECTION 3. 
All laws and parts of laws in conflict with this Act are repealed.   
 
 The report of the Committee, which was favorable to the passage of the Bill, by 
substitute, was agreed to. 
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 On the passage of the Bill, by substitute, the roll call was ordered and the vote was as 
follows: 
 
    Abdul-Salaam 
Y Abrams 
Y Allison 
Y Amerson 
Y Anderson 
Y Ashe 
Y Atwood 
Y Baker 
Y Battles 
Y Beasley-Teague 
Y Bell 
Y Benfield 
Y Benton 
Y Beverly 
Y Black 
Y Braddock 
Y Brockway 
Y Brooks 
E Bruce 
Y Bryant 
Y Buckner 
Y Burns 
Y Byrd 
Y Carson 
Y Carter 
    Casas 
Y Channell 
Y Cheokas 
Y Clark, J 
Y Clark, V 
Y Coleman 
Y Collins 
Y Cooke 
Y Coomer 
Y Cooper 
Y Crawford 

Y Davis 
Y Dawkins-Haigler 
Y Dempsey 
Y Dickerson 
Y Dickey 
Y Dickson 
Y Dobbs 
Y Dollar 
Y Drenner 
Y Dudgeon 
Y Dukes 
Y Dunahoo 
Y Dutton 
Y Ehrhart 
Y England 
Y Epps, C 
Y Epps, J 
E Evans 
Y Floyd 
Y Fludd 
Y Frazier 
Y Fullerton 
Y Gardner 
Y Geisinger 
Y Golick 
Y Gordon 
Y Greene 
Y Hamilton 
Y Hanner 
Y Harbin 
Y Harden, B 
Y Harden, M 
Y Harrell 
Y Hatchett 
Y Hatfield 
Y Heard 

Y Heckstall 
Y Hembree 
Y Henson 
Y Hightower 
Y Hill 
Y Holcomb 
Y Holmes 
Y Holt 
Y Horne 
Y Houston 
Y Howard 
E Hudson 
Y Hugley 
Y Jackson 
Y Jacobs 
Y James 
Y Jasperse 
Y Jerguson 
Y Johnson 
Y Jones, J 
Y Jones, S 
Y Jordan 
Y Kaiser 
Y Kendrick 
    Kidd 
Y Knight 
Y Lane 
Y Lindsey 
Y Long 
Y Maddox, B 
Y Maddox, G 
Y Manning 
    Marin 
Y Martin 
Y Maxwell 
Y Mayo 

Y McBrayer 
    McCall 
Y McKillip 
Y Meadows 
Y Mitchell 
Y Morgan 
E Morris 
Y Mosby 
Y Murphy 
Y Neal, J 
Y Neal, Y 
Y Nimmer 
Y Nix 
Y Oliver 
Y O'Neal 
Y Pak 
Y Parent 
Y Parrish 
Y Parsons 
Y Peake 
Y Powell, A 
Y Powell, J 
Y Pruett 
Y Purcell 
Y Ramsey 
Y Randall 
    Reece 
Y Rice 
Y Riley 
Y Roberts 
Y Rogers, C 
Y Rogers, T 
Y Rynders 
E Scott, M 
Y Scott, S 
Y Setzler 

Y Shaw 
E Sheldon  
Y Sims, B 
Y Sims, C 
Y Smith, E 
Y Smith, K 
Y Smith, L 
Y Smith, R 
Y Smith, T 
Y Smyre 
Y Spencer 
Y Stephens, M 
Y Stephens, R 
    Stephenson 
Y Talton 
Y Tankersley 
Y Taylor, D 
Y Taylor, R 
Y Taylor, T 
Y Teasley 
Y Thomas 
    VACANT 
Y Waites 
Y Watson 
Y Welch 
    Weldon 
Y Wilkerson 
Y Wilkinson 
Y Willard 
Y Williams, A 
Y Williams, C 
Y Williams, E 
    Williams, R 
Y Williamson 
Y Yates 
    Ralston, Speaker 

   
 On the passage of the Bill, by substitute, the ayes were 163, nays 0. 
 
 The Bill, having received the requisite constitutional majority, was passed, by 
substitute. 
 
 The following report of the Committee on Rules was read and adopted: 
 

HOUSE SUPPLEMENTAL RULES CALENDAR #2 
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 7, 2012 

 
Mr. Speaker and Members of the House: 
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 The Committee on Rules has fixed the calendar for this 30th Legislative Day as 
enumerated below: 
 

DEBATE CALENDAR 
 

Structured Rule 
 
HB 1071 Excise tax; certain tobacco products; change certain provisions 

(Substitute)(W&M-Houston-170th) 
  
 Bills and Resolutions on this calendar may be called in any order the Speaker 
desires. 
 
       Respectfully submitted, 
            /s/ Meadows of the 5th 
       Chairman 
 
 Under the general order of business, established by the Committee on Rules, the 
following Bills and Resolutions of the House were taken up for consideration and read 
the third time: 
     
HB 1071. By Representative Houston of the 170th: 
 

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Chapter 11 of Title 48 of the Official 
Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to taxes on tobacco products, so as to 
change certain provisions relating to the excise tax on certain tobacco 
products; to provide for a definition; to establish the rate of tax on certain 
tobacco products; to establish the retail selling price before the addition of 
certain taxes; to provide for annual renewal of tobacco dealer license; to 
provide for exemptions from certain taxes; to authorize the collection and 
payment on the first taxable transaction; to change certain provisions 
regarding civil and criminal penalties; to amend Code Section 50-13-2 of the 
Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to definitions relative to 
administrative procedure, so as to revise a definition to include hearings 
related to tobacco within its meaning; to provide for related matters; to 
provide for an effective date; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other 
purposes.  
 

 The following Committee substitute was read and adopted: 
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A BILL TO BE ENTITLED 
AN ACT 

 
To amend Chapter 11 of Title 48 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to 
taxes on tobacco products, so as to change certain provisions relating to the excise tax on 
certain tobacco products; to provide for a definition; to establish the rate of tax on certain 
tobacco products; to establish the retail selling price before the addition of certain taxes; 
to provide for annual renewal of tobacco dealer license; to provide for exemptions from 
certain taxes; to authorize the collection and payment on the first taxable transaction; to 
change certain provisions regarding civil and criminal penalties; to amend Code Section 
50-13-2 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to definitions relative to 
administrative procedure, so as to revise a definition to include hearings related to 
tobacco within its meaning; to provide for related matters; to provide for an effective 
date; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes. 
 

SECTION 1. 
Chapter 11 of Title 48 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to taxes on 
tobacco products, is amended by revising Code Section 48-11-1, relating to definitions 
relative to taxes on tobacco products, as follows: 

"48-11-1. 
As used in this chapter, the term: 

(1)  'Cigar' means any roll for smoking made wholly or in part of tobacco when the 
cover of the roll is also tobacco.  Such term shall include a little cigar. 
(2)  'Cigar dealer' means any person located within the borders of this state who sells 
or distributes cigars to a consumer in this state. 
(3)  'Cigar distributor' means any person, whether located within or outside the 
borders of this state, other than a cigar dealer, who sells or distributes cigars within or 
into the boundaries of this state and who: 

(A)  Maintains a warehouse, warehouse personnel, and salespersons who regularly 
contact and call on cigar dealers; and 
(B)  Is engaged in the business of: 

(i)  Importing cigars into this state or purchasing cigars from other cigar 
manufacturers or cigar distributors; and 
(ii)  Selling the cigars to cigar dealers in this state for resale but is not in the 
business of selling the cigars directly to the ultimate consumer of the cigars. 

(4)  'Cigar importer' means any person who imports into or who brokers within the 
United States, either directly or indirectly, a finished cigar for sale or distribution. 
(5)  'Cigar manufacturer' means any person who manufactures, fabricates, assembles, 
processes, or labels a finished cigar. 
(6)  'Cigarette' means any roll for smoking made wholly or in part of tobacco when 
the cover of the roll is paper or any substance other than tobacco. 
(7)  'Cigarette dealer' means any person located within the borders of this state who 
sells or distributes cigarettes to a consumer in this state. 
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(8)  'Cigarette distributor' means any person, whether located within or outside the 
borders of this state, other than a cigarette dealer, who sells or distributes cigarettes 
within or into the boundaries of this state and who: 

(A)  Maintains a warehouse, warehouse personnel, and salespersons who regularly 
contact and call on cigarette dealers; and 
(B)  Is engaged in the business of: 

(i)  Importing cigarettes into this state or purchasing cigarettes from other cigarette 
manufacturers or cigarette distributors; and 
(ii)  Selling the cigarettes to cigarette dealers in this state for resale but is not in the 
business of selling the cigarettes directly to the ultimate consumer of the 
cigarettes. 

Such term shall not include any cigarette manufacturer, export warehouse proprietor, 
or cigarette importer with a valid permit under 26 U.S.C. Section 5712, if such person 
sells or distributes cigarettes in this state only to cigarette distributors who hold valid 
and current licenses under Code Section 48-11-4 or to an export warehouse proprietor 
or another cigarette manufacturer with a valid permit under 26 U.S.C. Section 5712. 
(9)  'Cigarette importer' means any person who imports into or who brokers within the 
United States, either directly or indirectly, a finished cigarette for sale or distribution. 
(10)  'Cigarette manufacturer' means any person who manufactures, fabricates, 
assembles, processes, or labels a finished cigarette. 
(11)  'Counterfeit cigarette' means cigarettes that are manufactured, fabricated, 
assembled, processed, packaged, or labeled by any person other than the trademark 
owner of a cigarette brand or the owner's designated agent. 
(12)  'Dealer' means any person who is a cigar dealer, a cigarette dealer, or a loose or 
smokeless tobacco dealer. 
(13)  'Distributor' means any person who is a cigar distributor, a cigarette distributor, 
or a loose or smokeless tobacco distributor. 
(14)  'First taxable transaction' means the first sale, receipt, purchase, possession, 
consumption, handling, distribution, or use of cigars, cigarettes, or loose or smokeless 
tobacco within this state. 
(15)  'Little cigar' means any cigar weighing not more than three pounds per thousand. 
(15)(16)  'Loose or smokeless tobacco' means granulated, plug cut, crimp cut, ready 
rubbed, and other smoking tobacco; snuff or snuff flour; cavendish; plug and twist 
tobacco; fine-cut and other chewing tobaccos; shorts; refuse scraps, clippings, 
cuttings, and sweepings of tobacco; and other kinds and forms of tobacco, prepared in 
such manner as to be suitable for chewing or smoking in a pipe or otherwise, or both 
for chewing and smoking, but does not include cigarettes or cigars or tobacco 
purchased for the manufacture of cigarettes or cigars by cigarette manufacturers or 
cigar manufacturers. 
(16)(17)  'Loose or smokeless tobacco dealer' means any person located within the 
borders of this state who sells or distributes loose or smokeless tobacco to a consumer 
in this state. 
(17)(18)  'Loose or smokeless tobacco distributor' means any person who: 
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(A)  Maintains a warehouse, warehouse personnel, and salespersons who regularly 
contact and call on loose or smokeless tobacco dealers; and 
(B)  Is engaged in the business of: 

(i)  Importing loose or smokeless tobacco into this state or purchasing loose or 
smokeless tobacco from other loose or smokeless tobacco manufacturers or loose 
or smokeless tobacco distributors; and 
(ii)  Selling the loose or smokeless tobacco to loose or smokeless tobacco dealers 
in this state for resale but is not in the business of selling the loose or smokeless 
tobacco directly to the ultimate consumer of the loose or smokeless tobacco. 

(18)(19)  'Loose or smokeless tobacco importer' means any person who imports into 
or who brokers within the United States, either directly or indirectly, finished loose or 
smokeless tobacco for sale or distribution. 
(19)(20)  'Loose or smokeless tobacco manufacturer' means any person who 
manufactures, fabricates, assembles, processes, or labels finished loose or smokeless 
tobacco. 
(20)(21)  'Related machinery' means any item, device, conveyance, or vessel of any 
kind or character used in manufacturing, packaging, labeling, stamping, transporting, 
distributing, selling, or possessing counterfeit cigarettes. 
(21)(22)  'Sale' means any sale, transfer, exchange, theft, barter, gift, or offer for sale 
and distribution in any manner or by any means whatever. 
(22)(23)  'Stamp' means any impression, device, stamp, label, or print manufactured, 
printed, made, or affixed as prescribed by the commissioner. 
(23)(24)  'Vending machine' means any coin-in-the-slot device used for the automatic 
merchandising of cigars, cigarettes, or loose or smokeless tobacco." 

 
SECTION 2. 

Said chapter is further amended by revising Code Section 48-11-2, relating to excise 
taxes, rate on tobacco products, the retail selling price before the addition of tax, 
exemptions, collection and payment on the first taxable transaction, distributors, taxes 
separately identified, and collection, as follows: 

"48-11-2. 
(a)  An excise tax, in addition to all other taxes of every kind imposed by law, is 
imposed upon the sale, receipt, purchase, possession, consumption, handling, 
distribution, or use of cigars, cigarettes, and loose or smokeless tobacco in this state at 
the following rates: 

(1)  Little cigars weighing not more than three pounds per thousand: two and one-half 
mills each; 
(2)  All other cigars other than little cigars: 23 percent of the wholesale cost price, 
exclusive of any trade, cash, or other discounts or any promotion, advertising, display, 
or similar allowances; 
(3)  Cigarettes: 37¢ per pack of 20 cigarettes and a like rate, pro rata, for other size 
packages; and 
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(4)  Loose or smokeless tobacco: 10 percent of the wholesale cost price, exclusive of 
any trade, cash, or other discounts or any promotion, advertising, display, or similar 
allowances. 

(b)  When the retail selling price is referred to in this chapter as the basis for computing 
the tax, it is intended to mean the ordinary retail selling price of the article to the 
consumer before adding the amount of the tax. 
(c)  The taxes imposed by this chapter are levied with respect to on the purchase or use 
of cigars, cigarettes, or loose or smokeless tobacco by the state or any department, 
institution, or agency of the state and by the political subdivisions of the state and their 
departments, institutions, and agencies.  The taxes imposed by this chapter are not 
imposed with respect to on cigars, cigarettes, or loose or smokeless tobacco purchased 
exclusively for use by the patients at the Georgia War Veterans Home and the Georgia 
War Veterans Nursing Home. 
(d)  The taxes imposed by this chapter are not levied with respect to on cigars, 
cigarettes, or loose or smokeless tobacco the purchase or use of which this state is 
prohibited from taxing under the Constitution or statutes of the United States. 
(e)  The taxes imposed by this chapter shall be advanced and paid by the distributor 
dealer or distributor licensed pursuant to this chapter to the commissioner for deposit 
and distribution as provided in this chapter upon the first taxable transaction within the 
this state, whether or not the transaction involves the ultimate purchaser or consumer.  
The seller licensed dealer or distributor shall collect the tax on the first transaction 
within this state from the purchaser or consumer, and the purchaser or consumer shall 
pay the tax to the seller dealer or distributor.  The seller dealer or distributor shall be 
responsible for the collection of the tax and the payment of the tax to the commissioner.  
Whenever cigars, cigarettes, or loose or smokeless tobacco is shipped from outside the 
this state to anyone other than a distributor, the person receiving the cigars, cigarettes, 
or loose or smokeless tobacco shall be deemed to be a distributor and shall be 
responsible for the tax on the cigars, cigarettes, or loose or smokeless tobacco and the 
payment of the tax to the commissioner.  No tobacco products shall be received in, sold 
in, or shipped into this state unless lawfully obtained from a person licensed pursuant to 
this chapter or from an importer with a valid permit issued pursuant to 26 U.S.C. 
Section 5712. 
(f)  The amount of taxes advanced and paid to the state as provided in this Code section 
shall be added to and collected as a part of the sales price of the cigars, cigarettes, or 
loose or smokeless tobacco sold or distributed.  The amount of the tax shall be stated 
separately from the price of the cigars, cigarettes, or loose or smokeless tobacco. 
(g)  The cigars, cigarettes, and loose or smokeless tobacco tax imposed shall be 
collected only once upon the same cigarettes, cigars, little cigars, cigarettes, or loose or 
smokeless tobacco." 

 
SECTION 3. 

Said chapter is further amended by revising Code Section 48-11-4, relating to the 
licensing of persons engaged in tobacco business, initial and annual fees, suspension and 



 WEDNESDAY, MARCH 7, 2012 2709 

revocation of licenses, the registration and inspection of vending machines, bond, 
jurisdiction, and licensing of promotional activities, as follows: 

"48-11-4. 
(a)  No person shall engage in or conduct the business of manufacturing, importing, 
brokering, purchasing, selling, consigning, vending, dealing in, shipping, receiving, or 
distributing cigars, cigarettes, or loose or smokeless tobacco in this state without first 
obtaining a license from the commissioner. 
(b)  All licenses shall be issued by the commissioner, who shall make rules and 
regulations with respect to applications for and issuance of the licenses and for other 
purposes of enforcing this chapter.  The commissioner may refuse to issue any license 
under this chapter when the commissioner has reasonable cause to believe that the 
applicant has willfully withheld information requested of the applicant or required by 
the regulations to be provided or reported or when the commissioner has reasonable 
cause to believe that the information submitted in any application or report is false or 
misleading and is not given in good faith. 
(c)  The annual renewal fee for a manufacturer's, importer's, or distributor's or dealer's 
license shall be $50.00 $10.00. annually, except that There shall also be a first year 
registration fee of $250.00 for a person commencing business as a manufacturer, 
importer, or distributor for the first time the first year's fee shall be $250.00.  All 
renewal applications shall be filed at least 30 days in advance of the expiration date 
shown on the license.  Each dealer shall have a permanent license issued by the 
commissioner free of charge. 

(1)  Each license, except a dealer's license, shall begin on July 1 and end on June 30 of 
the next succeeding year.  The prescribed fee shall accompany every application for a 
license and shall apply for any portion of the annual period. 
(2)  Each dealer's license shall be valid for 12 months beginning on the date of issue 
for the initial license, and the first day of the month of issue for subsequent licenses, 
and shall expire on the last day of the month preceding the month in which the initial 
license was issued.  Any dealer licensed under the provisions of this Code section 
who is also licensed under Chapter 2 of Title 3 to sell alcoholic beverages may, upon 
written request to the commissioner, arrange to have both licenses renewed on the 
same date each year.  Any dealer that follows the proper procedure for a renewal of 
his or her license, including filing the application for renewal at least 30 days in 
advance of the expiration date of his or her existing license, shall be allowed to 
continue operating as a dealer under the existing license until the commissioner has 
issued the new license or denied the application for renewal. 
(3)  Each manufacturer's, importer's, distributor's, or dealer's license shall be subject 
to suspension or revocation for violation of any of the provisions of this chapter or of 
the rules and regulations made pursuant to this chapter.  A separate license shall be 
required for each place of business.  No person shall hold a distributor's license and a 
dealer's license at the same time. 

(d)  The commissioner may make rules and regulations governing the sale of cigars, 
cigarettes, loose or smokeless tobacco, and other tobacco products in vending 
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machines.  The commissioner shall require annually a special registration of each 
vending machine for any operation in this state and charge a license fee for the 
registration in the amount of $1.00 $10.00 for each machine.  The annual registration 
shall indicate the location of the vending machine.  No vending machine shall be 
purchased or transported into this state for use in this state when the vending machine is 
not so designed as to permit inspection without opening the machine for the purpose of 
determining that all cigars, cigarettes, loose or smokeless tobacco, and other tobacco 
products contained in the machine bear the tax stamp required under this chapter. 
(e)  The manufacturer's, importer's, distributor's, or dealer's license shall be exhibited in 
the place of business for which it is issued in the manner prescribed by the 
commissioner.  The commissioner shall require each licensed manufacturer, importer, 
or distributor to file with the commissioner a bond in an amount of not less than 
$1,000.00 to guarantee the proper performance of the manufacturer's, importer's, or 
distributor's duties and the discharge of the manufacturer's, importer's, or distributor's 
liabilities under this chapter.  The bond shall run concurrently with the manufacturer's, 
importer's, or distributor's license but shall remain in full force and effect for a period of 
one year after the expiration or revocation of the manufacturer's, importer's, or 
distributor's license unless the commissioner certifies that all obligations due the state 
arising under this chapter have been paid. 
(f)  The jurisdiction of the commissioner in the administration of this chapter shall 
extend to every person using or consuming cigars, cigarettes, or loose or smokeless 
tobacco in this state and to every person dealing in cigars, cigarettes, or loose or 
smokeless tobacco in any way for business purposes and maintaining a place of 
business in this state.  For the purpose of this chapter, the maintaining of an office, 
store, plant, warehouse, stock of goods, or regular sales or promotional activity, 
whether carried on automatically or by salespersons or other representatives, shall 
constitute, among other activities, the maintaining of a place of business.  For the 
purpose of enforcement of this chapter and the rules and regulations promulgated 
hereunder under this chapter, notwithstanding any other provision of law, the 
commissioner or his or her duly appointed hearing officer is granted authority to 
conduct hearings which shall at all times be exercised in conformity with rules and 
regulations promulgated by the commissioner and consistent with Chapter 13 of Title 
50, the 'Georgia Administrative Procedure Act.' 
(g)  The commissioner may provide for the licensing of promotional activities, not 
including the sale of cigars, cigarettes, or loose or smokeless tobacco, carried on by the 
manufacturer.  The fee for any such license shall be $10.00 annually." 

 
SECTION 4. 

Said chapter is further amended by revising Code Section 48-11-10, relating to monthly 
reports of licensed distributors, contents, and authority to require reports from common 
carriers, warehousemen, and others, as follows: 
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"48-11-10. 
(a)  Every licensed distributor shall file with the commissioner, on or before the tenth 
day of each month, a report in the form prescribed by the commissioner and disclosing: 

(1)  The quantity of cigars, cigarettes, or loose or smokeless tobacco on hand on the 
first and last days of the calendar month immediately preceding the month in which 
the report is filed; 
(2)  Information required by the commissioner concerning the amount of stamps 
purchased, used, and on hand during the report period; and 
(3)  Information otherwise required by the commissioner for the report period. 

(b)  The commissioner may require other reports as the commissioner deems necessary 
for the proper administration of this chapter, including, but not limited to, reports from 
common carriers and warehousemen with respect to cigars, cigarettes, and loose or 
smokeless tobacco delivered to or stored at any point in this state. 
(c)  Any person who fails to file any report when due shall forfeit as a penalty for each 
day after the due date until the report is filed the sum of $1.00 $25.00, to be collected in 
the manner provided in subsection (c) of Code Section 48-11-24 for the collection of 
penalties." 

 
SECTION 5. 

Said chapter is further amended by revising Code Section 48-11-11, relating to record-
keeping requirements for tobacco products, as follows: 

"48-11-11. 
(a)  Each distributor and each dealer shall keep complete and accurate records of all 
cigars, cigarettes, and loose or smokeless tobacco manufactured, produced, purchased, 
and sold.  The original records or a complete and legible photocopy or electronic image 
shall be of the kind and in the form prescribed by the commissioner and shall be safely 
preserved for three years in an appropriate manner to ensure permanency and 
accessibility for inspection by the commissioner and the commissioner's authorized 
agents.  The commissioner and the commissioner's authorized agents may examine the 
books, papers, and records of any distributor or dealer in this state for the purpose of 
determining whether the tax imposed by this chapter has been fully paid and, for the 
purpose of determining whether the provisions of this chapter are properly observed, 
may investigate and examine the stock of cigars, cigarettes, or loose or smokeless 
tobacco in or upon any premises, including, but not limited to, public and private 
warehouses where the cigars, cigarettes, or loose or smokeless tobacco is possessed, 
stored, or sold.  Invoices sufficient to cover current inventory at a licensed location 
shall be maintained at that licensed location and made available for immediate 
inspection.  All other records may be kept at a locality other than the licensed location 
and shall be provided for inspection within two business days after receipt of 
notification from the commissioner or an authorized agent of the commissioner to make 
such records available. 
(b)  The commissioner and his or her authorized agents may examine the books, papers, 
and records of any transportation company, any common, contract, or private carrier, 
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and any public or private warehouse for the purpose of determining whether the 
provisions of this chapter are properly observed." 

 
SECTION 6. 

Said chapter is further amended by revising paragraph (4) of subsection (b) of Code 
Section 48-11-13, relating to a tax on persons having tobacco products on which certain 
taxes have not been paid, as follows: 

"(4)  Cigarettes or little cigars in an amount not exceeding 200 cigarettes or little 
cigars which have been brought into the state on the person;" 

 
SECTION 7. 

Said chapter is further amended by revising Code Section 48-11-18, relating to the 
procedure for hearing by persons aggrieved by actions of commissioner, initiation of 
hearings by the commissioner, production of evidence, appeals, bond, and grounds for 
not sustaining the commissioner's action, as follows: 

"48-11-18. 
(a)  Any person aggrieved by any action of the commissioner or the commissioner's 
authorized agent may apply to the commissioner, in writing within ten days after the 
notice of the action is delivered or mailed to the commissioner, for a hearing.  The 
application shall set forth the reasons why the hearing should be granted and the 
manner of relief sought.  The commissioner shall notify the applicant of the time and 
place fixed for the hearing.  After the hearing, the commissioner may make an order as 
may appear to the commissioner to be just and lawful and shall furnish a copy of the 
order to the applicant.  The commissioner at any time by notice in writing may order a 
hearing on the commissioner's own initiative and require the taxpayer or any other 
person whom the commissioner believes to be in possession of information concerning 
any manufacture, importation, use, consumption, storage, or sale of cigars, cigarettes, or 
loose or smokeless tobacco which has escaped taxation to appear before the 
commissioner or the commissioner's duly authorized agent with any specific books of 
account, papers, or other documents for examination under oath relative to the 
information. 
(b)  Any person aggrieved because of any final action or decision of the commissioner, 
after hearing, may appeal from the decision to the superior court of the county in which 
the appellant resides.  The appeal shall be returnable at the same time and shall be 
served and returned in the same manner as required in the case of a summons in a civil 
action.  The authority issuing the citation shall take from the appellant a bond of 
recognizance to the state, with surety, conditioned to prosecute the appeal and to effect 
and comply with the orders and decrees of the court.  The action of the commissioner 
shall be sustained unless the court finds that he the commissioner misinterpreted this 
chapter or that there is no evidence to support his the commissioner's action.  If the 
commissioner's action is not sustained, the court may grant equitable relief to the 
appellant.  Upon all appeals which are denied, costs may be taxed against the appellant 
at the discretion of the court.  No costs of any appeal shall be taxed against the state." 
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SECTION 8. 
Said chapter is further amended by revising Code Section 48-11-22, relating to the 
transportation of unstamped tobacco products, the requirement of invoices or delivery 
tickets, contents, confiscation and disposition absent invoice or ticket, and penalties, as 
follows: 

"48-11-22. 
(a)  Every person who transports upon the public highways, roads, and streets of this 
state cigars, cigarettes, or loose or smokeless tobacco not stamped or on which tax has 
not been paid in accordance with the alternate regulations provided by the 
commissioner under Code Section 48-11-3 shall have in such person's actual possession 
invoices or delivery tickets for the cigars, cigarettes, and loose or smokeless tobacco 
which show the true name and address of the consignor or seller, the true name of the 
consignee or purchaser, the quantity and brands of the cigars, cigarettes, or loose or 
smokeless tobacco transported, and the name and address of the person who has 
assumed or shall assume the payment of the tax at the point of ultimate destination.  In 
the absence of the invoices or delivery tickets, the cigars, cigarettes, or loose or 
smokeless tobacco being transported and the vehicles in which the cigars, cigarettes, or 
loose or smokeless tobacco is being transported shall be confiscated and disposed of as 
provided in Code Section 48-11-9; and the transporter may be liable for a penalty of not 
more than $25.00 $50.00 for each individual carton of little cigars or cigarettes, $50.00 
for each individual box of cigars, and $25.00 $50.00 for each individual container of 
loose or smokeless tobacco being transported by such person.  The penalty shall be 
recovered as provided in subsection (c) of Code Section 48-11-24. 
(b)  This Code section shall apply only with respect to the transportation of more than 
200 cigarettes, more than 200 little cigars, more than 20 cigars, or more than six 
containers of loose or smokeless tobacco." 

 
SECTION 9. 

Said chapter is further amended by revising Code Section 48-11-23, relating to penalties 
for transporting unstamped tobacco products, as follows: 

"48-11-23. 
(a)  It shall be unlawful for any person, with the intent to evade the tax imposed by this 
chapter, to transport cigars, cigarettes, or loose or smokeless tobacco in violation of 
Code Section 48-11-22. 
(b)  Any person who violates Code Section 48-11-22, with the intent to evade the tax 
imposed by this chapter, shall, upon conviction, be guilty of a misdemeanor. subject to 
the following punishments: 

(1)  If such person is transporting more than 20 but fewer than 60 cigars, more than 
200 but fewer than 600 cigarettes or little cigars, or more than six but fewer than 18 
containers of loose or smokeless tobacco, such person shall be guilty of a 
misdemeanor; 
(2)  If such person is transporting 60 or more but fewer than 200 cigars, 600 or more 
but fewer than 2,000 cigarettes or little cigars, or 18 or more but fewer than 60 
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containers of loose or smokeless tobacco, such person shall be guilty of a 
misdemeanor of a high and aggravated nature; or 
(3)  If such person is transporting 200 or more cigars, 2,000 or more cigarettes or little 
cigars, or 60 or more containers of loose or smokeless tobacco, such person shall be 
guilty of a felony and, upon conviction thereof, shall be imprisoned for not less than 
three years nor more than ten years." 

 
SECTION 10. 

Said chapter is further amended by revising Code Section 48-11-24, relating to penalties 
for possession of unstamped tobacco products, penalties for operation of an unlicensed 
business or activity, procedure for enforcement and collection of penalties, and costs and 
expenses, as follows: 

"48-11-24. 
(a)  Any person who possesses unstamped cigarettes or loose or smokeless tobacco or 
nontax-paid cigars, or little cigars, or loose or smokeless tobacco in violation of this 
chapter shall be liable for a penalty of not more than $25.00 $50.00 for each individual 
carton of unstamped cigarettes or loose or smokeless tobacco and $50.00 for each 
individual nontax-paid carton of little cigars, box of nontax-paid cigars or container of 
loose or smokeless tobacco in his or her possession. 
(b)  Any person who engages in any business or activity for which a license is required 
by this chapter without first having obtained a license to do so or any person who 
continues to engage in or conduct the business after his the person's license has been 
revoked or during a suspension of the license shall be liable for a penalty of not more 
than $250.00  guilty of a misdemeanor of a high and aggravated nature and, upon 
conviction thereof, shall be subject to imprisonment for up to 12 months, a fine of not 
more than $5,000.00, or both.  Each day that the business is engaged in or conducted 
shall be deemed a separate offense. 
(c)  Proceedings to enforce and collect the penalties provided by this chapter shall be 
brought by and in the name of the commissioner.  With respect to offenses committed 
within the territorial jurisdiction of the court, each superior court shall have jurisdiction 
to enforce and collect the penalty.  The costs recoverable in any such proceeding shall 
be recovered by the commissioner in the event of judgment in his the commissioner's 
favor.  If the judgment is for the defendant, it shall be without costs against the 
commissioner.  All expenses incident to the recovery of any penalty pursuant to this 
Code section shall be paid in the same manner as any other expense incident to the 
administration of this chapter." 

 
SECTION 11. 

Said chapter is further amended by revising Code Section 48-11-26, relating to failure to 
file a report or a filing false report, as follows: 
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"48-11-26. 
(a)  With respect to this chapter, it shall be unlawful for any person, with the intent to 
defraud the state or evade the payment of any tax, penalty, or interest or any part of a 
payment when due, to: 

(1)  Willfully fail or refuse to file any report or statement required to be filed pursuant 
to this chapter or by the commissioner's rules and regulations; or 
(2)  File or cause to be filed with the commissioner any false or fraudulent report or 
statement; or 
(3)(2)  Aid or abet another in the filing with the commissioner of any false or 
fraudulent report or statement. 

(b)  Any person who violates subsection (a) of this Code section shall be guilty of a 
misdemeanor of a high and aggravated nature and, upon conviction thereof, shall be 
subject to a fine of not more than $1,000.00 for each separate offense." 

 
SECTION 12. 

Said chapter is further amended by revising Code Section 48-11-28, relating to cigars and 
cigarettes and offenses relating to counterfeit stamps or tampering with metering 
machines, as follows: 

"48-11-28. 
(a)  With respect to this chapter, it shall be unlawful for any person to:  

(1)  Fraudulently make, utter, forge, or counterfeit any stamp prescribed by the 
commissioner; 
(2)  Cause or procure a violation of paragraph (1) of this subsection to be done; 
(3)  Willfully utter, publish, pass, or render as true any false, altered, forged, or 
counterfeited stamp; 
(4)  Knowingly possess any false, altered, forged, or counterfeited stamp; 
(5)  For the purpose of evading the tax imposed, use more than once any stamp 
required by this chapter; or 
(6)  Tamper with or cause to be tampered with any metering machine authorized to be 
used. 

(b)  Any person who violates subsection (a) of this Code section shall be guilty of a 
felony and, upon conviction thereof, shall be imprisoned for not less than one year three 
years nor more than ten years." 

 
SECTION 13. 

Said chapter is further amended by revising Code Section 48-11-29, relating to cigars and 
cigarettes and false swearing or giving false testimony, as follows: 

"48-11-29. 
(a)  It shall be unlawful for any person to: 

(1)  Knowingly swear to or affirm any false or fraudulent statement with intent to 
evade the payment of any tax imposed by this chapter; or 
(2)  Under oath, testify falsely at any hearing held pursuant to this chapter. 
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(b)  Any person who violates subsection (a) of this Code section shall be guilty of a 
misdemeanor Reserved." 

 
SECTION 14. 

Code Section 50-13-2 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to definitions 
relative to administrative procedure, is amended by revising paragraph (1) as follows: 

"(1)  'Agency' means each state board, bureau, commission, department, activity, or 
officer authorized by law expressly to make rules and regulations or to determine 
contested cases, except the General Assembly; the judiciary; the Governor; the State 
Board of Pardons and Paroles; the State Financing and Investment Commission; the 
State Properties Commission; the Board of Bar Examiners; the Board of Corrections 
and its penal institutions; the State Board of Workers' Compensation; all public 
authorities except as otherwise expressly provided by law; the State Personnel Board 
(Merit System); the Department of Administrative Services or commissioner of 
administrative services; the Technical College System of Georgia; the Department of 
Revenue when conducting hearings relating to alcoholic beverages, tobacco, or 
relating to bona fide coin operated amusement machines or any violations relating 
thereto; the Georgia Tobacco Community Development Board; the Georgia Higher 
Education Savings Plan; any school, college, hospital, or other such educational, 
eleemosynary, or charitable institution; or any agency when its action is concerned 
with the military or naval affairs of this state.  The term 'agency' shall include the 
State Board of Education and Department of Education, subject to the following 
qualifications: 

(A)  Subject to the limitations of subparagraph (B) of this paragraph, all otherwise 
valid rules adopted by the State Board of Education and Department of Education 
prior to January 1, 1990, are ratified and validated and shall be effective until 
January 1, 1991, whether or not such rules were adopted in compliance with the 
requirements of this chapter; and 
(B)  Effective January 1, 1991, any rule of the State Board of Education or 
Department of Education which has not been proposed, submitted, and adopted in 
accordance with the requirements of this chapter shall be void and of no effect." 

 
SECTION 15. 

This Act shall become effective January 1, 2013. 
 

SECTION 16. 
All laws and parts of laws in conflict with this Act are repealed.   
 
 The report of the Committee, which was favorable to the passage of the Bill, by 
substitute, was agreed to. 
 
 On the passage of the Bill, by substitute, the roll call was ordered and the vote was as 
follows: 
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    Abdul-Salaam 
Y Abrams 
Y Allison 
Y Amerson 
Y Anderson 
Y Ashe 
Y Atwood 
Y Baker 
Y Battles 
Y Beasley-Teague 
Y Bell 
Y Benfield 
Y Benton 
Y Beverly 
Y Black 
Y Braddock 
Y Brockway 
Y Brooks 
E Bruce 
Y Bryant 
Y Buckner 
Y Burns 
N Byrd 
Y Carson 
Y Carter 
Y Casas 
Y Channell 
    Cheokas 
Y Clark, J 
Y Clark, V 
Y Coleman 
Y Collins 
Y Cooke 
Y Coomer 
Y Cooper 
Y Crawford 

Y Davis 
Y Dawkins-Haigler 
Y Dempsey 
Y Dickerson 
Y Dickey 
Y Dickson 
Y Dobbs 
Y Dollar 
Y Drenner 
Y Dudgeon 
Y Dukes 
Y Dunahoo 
Y Dutton 
Y Ehrhart 
Y England 
Y Epps, C 
Y Epps, J 
E Evans 
    Floyd 
Y Fludd 
Y Frazier 
Y Fullerton 
Y Gardner 
Y Geisinger 
    Golick 
Y Gordon 
Y Greene 
Y Hamilton 
Y Hanner 
Y Harbin 
Y Harden, B 
Y Harden, M 
Y Harrell 
Y Hatchett 
N Hatfield 
Y Heard 

Y Heckstall 
Y Hembree 
Y Henson 
Y Hightower 
Y Hill 
Y Holcomb 
Y Holmes 
Y Holt 
N Horne 
Y Houston 
Y Howard 
E Hudson 
Y Hugley 
Y Jackson 
Y Jacobs 
Y James 
Y Jasperse 
Y Jerguson 
    Johnson 
Y Jones, J 
Y Jones, S 
Y Jordan 
Y Kaiser 
Y Kendrick 
    Kidd 
Y Knight 
Y Lane 
Y Lindsey 
Y Long 
Y Maddox, B 
Y Maddox, G 
Y Manning 
    Marin 
Y Martin 
    Maxwell 
Y Mayo 

Y McBrayer 
Y McCall 
Y McKillip 
Y Meadows 
Y Mitchell 
Y Morgan 
E Morris 
Y Mosby 
Y Murphy 
Y Neal, J 
Y Neal, Y 
Y Nimmer 
Y Nix 
Y Oliver 
Y O'Neal 
Y Pak 
Y Parent 
Y Parrish 
Y Parsons 
Y Peake 
Y Powell, A 
Y Powell, J 
Y Pruett 
Y Purcell 
Y Ramsey 
Y Randall 
Y Reece 
Y Rice 
Y Riley 
Y Roberts 
Y Rogers, C 
Y Rogers, T 
Y Rynders 
E Scott, M 
Y Scott, S 
Y Setzler 

Y Shaw 
E Sheldon  
Y Sims, B 
Y Sims, C 
Y Smith, E 
Y Smith, K 
Y Smith, L 
Y Smith, R 
Y Smith, T 
Y Smyre 
Y Spencer 
Y Stephens, M 
Y Stephens, R 
Y Stephenson 
Y Talton 
Y Tankersley 
Y Taylor, D 
Y Taylor, R 
Y Taylor, T 
Y Teasley 
Y Thomas 
    VACANT 
Y Waites 
Y Watson 
Y Welch 
Y Weldon 
Y Wilkerson 
Y Wilkinson 
Y Willard 
Y Williams, A 
Y Williams, C 
Y Williams, E 
Y Williams, R 
Y Williamson 
Y Yates 
    Ralston, Speaker 

   
 On the passage of the Bill, by substitute, the ayes were 161, nays 3. 
 
 The Bill, having received the requisite constitutional majority, was passed, by 
substitute. 
 
 Representative Spencer of the 180th stated that he inadvertently voted "aye" on the 
preceding roll call.  He wished to be recorded as voting "nay" thereon. 
   
HB 961. By Representatives Drenner of the 86th, Martin of the 47th, Amerson of the 

9th, Harbin of the 118th, Hamilton of the 23rd and others: 
 

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Title 44 of the Official Code of 
Georgia Annotated, relating to property, so as to prohibit property owners' 
associations from creating or enforcing covenants which infringe upon a lot 
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owner's right to install a solar energy device; to provide for a short title; to 
provide a definition; to provide exceptions; to provide for applicability; to 
repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.  
 

 The following Committee substitute was read: 
 

A BILL TO BE ENTITLED 
AN ACT 

 
To amend Title 44 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to property, so as 
to prohibit property owners' associations from creating or enforcing covenants which 
infringe upon a lot owner's right to install a solar energy device; to provide for a short 
title; to provide a definition; to provide exceptions; to provide for applicability; to repeal 
conflicting laws; and for other purposes. 
 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF GEORGIA: 
 

SECTION 1. 
This Act shall be known and may be cited as the "Homeowners' Solar Bill of Rights." 
 

SECTION 2. 
Title 44 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to property, is amended by 
adding a new paragraph to Code Section 44-3-221, relating to definitions applicable to 
property owners' associations, to read as follows: 

"(19)  'Solar energy device' means equipment that uses solar radiation as a substitute 
for traditional energy for water heating, active and passive space heating and cooling, 
or generating electrical or mechanical power, as well as related equipment necessary 
for collecting, storing, exchanging, conditioning, or converting solar energy to other 
useful forms of energy." 

 
SECTION 3. 

Said title is further amended by adding a new Code section to read as follows: 
"44-3-222.1. 
(a)  Except as otherwise provided in subsection (c) of this Code section, no association 
shall prohibit or restrict a lot owner from installing or maintaining a solar energy device 
on the lot owner's property. 
(b)  A provision in an instrument, or any subsidiary document adopted pursuant to an 
instrument, that violates subsection (a) of this Code section shall be void and 
unenforceable. 
(c)  An association may prohibit installation of a solar energy device that: 

(1)  As adjudicated by a court: 
(A)  Threatens the public health or safety; 
(B)  Violates a law; or 
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(C)  Would conflict with a local ordinance adopted in conformity with Article 2 of 
Chapter 10 of this title; 

(2)  Is used for any purpose other than energy generation for consumption or passive 
heating or cooling by the lot owner; 
(3)  Is located on property owned or maintained by the association; 
(4)  Is located within a common area; 
(5)  Is located in an area on the lot owner's property other than: 

(A)  On the roof of the home or on the roof of another structure allowed by an 
instrument or other rules or regulations adopted pursuant to an instrument; or 
(B)  In a fenced yard or fenced patio owned and maintained by the lot owner and 
located behind the home; 

(6)  If mounted on a roof: 
(A)  Extends higher than or beyond the roof line; 
(B)  Does not conform to the slope of the roof; or 
(C)  Has a frame, support bracket, or visible piping or wiring that is not in a silver, 
bronze, or black tone commonly available in the marketplace; or 

(7)  If located in a fenced yard or fenced patio, extends higher than the fence line. 
(d)  No association shall require a permit or fee for the installation or continuous use of 
a solar energy device. 
(e)  This Code section shall apply to any instruments entered into or renewed on or after 
January 1, 2013, and to any rules or regulations adopted by an association on or after 
January 1, 2013." 

 
SECTION 4. 

Said title is further by amended by adding a new Code section to read as follows: 
"44-5-60.1. 
(a)  As used in this Code section, the term 'solar energy device' means equipment that 
uses solar radiation as a substitute for traditional energy for water heating, active and 
passive space heating and cooling, or generating electrical or mechanical power, as well 
as related equipment necessary for collecting, storing, exchanging, conditioning, or 
converting solar energy to other useful forms of energy. 
(b)  Except as otherwise provided in subsection (d) of this Code section, no covenant 
running with the land shall prohibit or restrict a lot owner from installing or maintaining 
a solar energy device on the lot owner's property. 
(c)  A provision in an instrument, or any subsidiary document adopted pursuant to a 
covenant, that violates subsection (b) of this Code section shall be void and 
unenforceable. 
(d)   A homeowners' association established pursuant to a covenant running with the 
land may prohibit installation of a solar energy device that: 

(1)  As adjudicated by a court: 
(A)  Threatens the public health or safety; 
(B)  Violates a law; or 
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(C)  Would conflict with a local ordinance adopted in conformity with Article 2 of 
Chapter 10 of this title; 

(2)  Is used for any purpose other than energy generation for consumption or passive 
heating or cooling by the lot owner; 
(3)  Is located on property owned or maintained by the association; 
(4)  Is located on a portion of the lot owner's property or structure that the 
homeowners' association is required to maintain; 
(5)  Is located in an area on the lot owner's property other than: 

(A)  On the roof of the home or on the roof of another structure allowed by an 
instrument or other rules or regulations adopted pursuant to an instrument; or 
(B)  In a fenced yard or fenced patio owned and maintained by the lot owner and 
located behind the home; 

(6)  If mounted on a roof: 
(A)  Extends higher than or beyond the roof line; 
(B)  Does not conform to the slope of the roof; or 
(C)  Has a frame, support bracket, or visible piping or wiring that is not in a silver, 
bronze, or black tone commonly available in the marketplace; or 

(7)  If located in a fenced yard or fenced patio, extends higher than the fence line. 
(e)  No homeowners' association shall require a permit or fee for the installation or 
continuous use of a solar energy device. 
(f)  This Code section shall apply to any covenants running with the land entered into or 
renewed on or after January 1, 2013, and to any rules or regulations adopted by an 
association on or after January 1, 2013." 

 
SECTION 5. 

All laws and parts of laws in conflict with this Act are repealed.   
 

Representative Powell of the 29th moved that HB 961 be placed upon the table. 
 

On the motion, the roll call was ordered and the vote was as follows: 
 
    Abdul-Salaam 
N Abrams 
N Allison 
N Amerson 
Y Anderson 
N Ashe 
Y Atwood 
N Baker 
Y Battles 
N Beasley-Teague 
N Bell 
N Benfield 
Y Benton 
Y Beverly 
N Black 
N Braddock 

Y Davis 
N Dawkins-Haigler 
N Dempsey 
N Dickerson 
Y Dickey 
N Dickson 
N Dobbs 
N Dollar 
N Drenner 
N Dudgeon 
N Dukes 
Y Dunahoo 
Y Dutton 
N Ehrhart 
    England 
N Epps, C 

N Heckstall 
Y Hembree 
N Henson 
Y Hightower 
N Hill 
N Holcomb 
Y Holmes 
N Holt 
Y Horne 
N Houston 
N Howard 
E Hudson 
N Hugley 
N Jackson 
N Jacobs 
N James 

N McBrayer 
Y McCall 
N McKillip 
N Meadows 
N Mitchell 
N Morgan 
E Morris 
N Mosby 
N Murphy 
N Neal, J 
N Neal, Y 
Y Nimmer 
Y Nix 
N Oliver 
Y O'Neal 
Y Pak 

Y Shaw 
E Sheldon  
Y Sims, B 
Y Sims, C 
N Smith, E 
Y Smith, K 
Y Smith, L 
N Smith, R 
N Smith, T 
N Smyre 
Y Spencer 
N Stephens, M 
Y Stephens, R 
N Stephenson 
Y Talton 
Y Tankersley 
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Y Brockway 
N Brooks 
E Bruce 
N Bryant 
N Buckner 
Y Burns 
Y Byrd 
N Carson 
Y Carter 
Y Casas 
Y Channell 
    Cheokas 
    Clark, J 
Y Clark, V 
N Coleman 
Y Collins 
Y Cooke 
Y Coomer 
N Cooper 
N Crawford 

Y Epps, J 
E Evans 
N Floyd 
N Fludd 
N Frazier 
N Fullerton 
N Gardner 
Y Geisinger 
Y Golick 
N Gordon 
Y Greene 
N Hamilton 
Y Hanner 
Y Harbin 
Y Harden, B 
N Harden, M 
Y Harrell 
N Hatchett 
Y Hatfield 
N Heard 

Y Jasperse 
Y Jerguson 
Y Johnson 
N Jones, J 
N Jones, S 
    Jordan 
N Kaiser 
N Kendrick 
    Kidd 
N Knight 
Y Lane 
N Lindsey 
Y Long 
N Maddox, B 
Y Maddox, G 
Y Manning 
    Marin 
N Martin 
N Maxwell 
N Mayo 

N Parent 
Y Parrish 
N Parsons 
N Peake 
Y Powell, A 
Y Powell, J 
    Pruett 
Y Purcell 
Y Ramsey 
N Randall 
N Reece 
Y Rice 
Y Riley 
Y Roberts 
Y Rogers, C 
Y Rogers, T 
    Rynders 
E Scott, M 
N Scott, S 
N Setzler 

N Taylor, D 
N Taylor, R 
Y Taylor, T 
Y Teasley 
N Thomas 
    VACANT 
N Waites 
Y Watson 
N Welch 
Y Weldon 
N Wilkerson 
N Wilkinson 
N Willard 
Y Williams, A 
Y Williams, C 
Y Williams, E 
Y Williams, R 
Y Williamson 
Y Yates 
    Ralston, Speaker 

   
On the motion, the ayes were 73, nays 90. 

 
The motion was lost. 
 

 Representative Beverly of the 139th stated that he inadvertently voted "aye" on the 
preceding roll call.  He wished to be recorded as voting "nay" thereon. 
 
 An amendment by Representative Welch of the 110th was ruled out of order because 
it failed to meet the time requirement pursuant to Rule 33.2(b). 
 
 The following amendment was read and adopted: 
 
Representatives Willard of the 49th and Welch of the 110th move to amend the 
Committee substitute to HB 961 as follows: 
 
Strike "or" on line 91 
Strike "renewed" on line 92. 
 
 The Committee substitute, as amended, was adopted. 
 
 The report of the Committee, which was favorable to the passage of the Bill, by 
substitute, was agreed to, as amended. 
 
 On the passage of the Bill, by substitute, as amended, the roll call was ordered and the 
vote was as follows: 
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    Abdul-Salaam 
Y Abrams 
Y Allison 
Y Amerson 
N Anderson 
Y Ashe 
N Atwood 
Y Baker 
N Battles 
N Beasley-Teague 
Y Bell 
Y Benfield 
N Benton 
Y Beverly 
N Black 
Y Braddock 
N Brockway 
Y Brooks 
E Bruce 
Y Bryant 
Y Buckner 
N Burns 
N Byrd 
Y Carson 
N Carter 
N Casas 
N Channell 
Y Cheokas 
N Clark, J 
N Clark, V 
N Coleman 
N Collins 
N Cooke 
N Coomer 
    Cooper 
Y Crawford 

N Davis 
Y Dawkins-Haigler 
Y Dempsey 
Y Dickerson 
N Dickey 
Y Dickson 
Y Dobbs 
Y Dollar 
Y Drenner 
Y Dudgeon 
Y Dukes 
N Dunahoo 
N Dutton 
Y Ehrhart 
    England 
Y Epps, C 
    Epps, J 
E Evans 
Y Floyd 
Y Fludd 
Y Frazier 
Y Fullerton 
Y Gardner 
N Geisinger 
Y Golick 
Y Gordon 
N Greene 
Y Hamilton 
N Hanner 
Y Harbin 
N Harden, B 
Y Harden, M 
N Harrell 
Y Hatchett 
N Hatfield 
Y Heard 

Y Heckstall 
N Hembree 
Y Henson 
N Hightower 
Y Hill 
Y Holcomb 
N Holmes 
Y Holt 
N Horne 
Y Houston 
N Howard 
E Hudson 
Y Hugley 
Y Jackson 
Y Jacobs 
Y James 
N Jasperse 
N Jerguson 
N Johnson 
Y Jones, J 
Y Jones, S 
Y Jordan 
Y Kaiser 
Y Kendrick 
    Kidd 
N Knight 
N Lane 
Y Lindsey 
Y Long 
Y Maddox, B 
N Maddox, G 
N Manning 
    Marin 
Y Martin 
N Maxwell 
Y Mayo 

N McBrayer 
N McCall 
Y McKillip 
    Meadows 
Y Mitchell 
Y Morgan 
E Morris 
Y Mosby 
Y Murphy 
Y Neal, J 
Y Neal, Y 
    Nimmer 
N Nix 
Y Oliver 
N O'Neal 
N Pak 
Y Parent 
N Parrish 
Y Parsons 
Y Peake 
N Powell, A 
Y Powell, J 
    Pruett 
N Purcell 
N Ramsey 
Y Randall 
Y Reece 
N Rice 
N Riley 
N Roberts 
N Rogers, C 
N Rogers, T 
N Rynders 
E Scott, M 
Y Scott, S 
Y Setzler 

    Shaw 
E Sheldon  
N Sims, B 
N Sims, C 
Y Smith, E 
N Smith, K 
N Smith, L 
Y Smith, R 
Y Smith, T 
Y Smyre 
N Spencer 
Y Stephens, M 
N Stephens, R 
Y Stephenson 
N Talton 
N Tankersley 
N Taylor, D 
Y Taylor, R 
N Taylor, T 
N Teasley 
Y Thomas 
    VACANT 
Y Waites 
N Watson 
Y Welch 
N Weldon 
Y Wilkerson 
Y Wilkinson 
Y Willard 
N Williams, A 
N Williams, C 
N Williams, E 
    Williams, R 
N Williamson 
N Yates 
    Ralston, Speaker 

   
 On the passage of the Bill, by substitute, as amended, the ayes were 87, nays 74. 
 
 The Bill, having failed to receive the requisite constitutional majority, was lost. 
 
 Representative Shaw of the 176th stated that he had been called from the floor of the 
House during the preceding roll call.  He wished to be recorded as voting "nay" thereon. 
 

Representative Benfield of the 85th moved that the House reconsider its action in 
failing to give the requisite constitutional majority to HB 961. 
 

On the motion, the roll call was ordered and the vote was as follows: 
 
    Abdul-Salaam 
Y Abrams 
Y Allison 

N Davis 
Y Dawkins-Haigler 
Y Dempsey 

Y Heckstall 
N Hembree 
Y Henson 

Y McBrayer 
Y McCall 
Y McKillip 

    Shaw 
E Sheldon  
N Sims, B 



 WEDNESDAY, MARCH 7, 2012 2723 

Y Amerson 
N Anderson 
Y Ashe 
N Atwood 
Y Baker 
N Battles 
Y Beasley-Teague 
Y Bell 
Y Benfield 
N Benton 
Y Beverly 
Y Black 
Y Braddock 
N Brockway 
Y Brooks 
E Bruce 
Y Bryant 
Y Buckner 
N Burns 
N Byrd 
Y Carson 
N Carter 
N Casas 
N Channell 
Y Cheokas 
N Clark, J 
N Clark, V 
N Coleman 
N Collins 
N Cooke 
N Coomer 
Y Cooper 
Y Crawford 

Y Dickerson 
N Dickey 
N Dickson 
Y Dobbs 
Y Dollar 
Y Drenner 
Y Dudgeon 
Y Dukes 
N Dunahoo 
N Dutton 
Y Ehrhart 
    England 
Y Epps, C 
    Epps, J 
E Evans 
Y Floyd 
Y Fludd 
Y Frazier 
Y Fullerton 
    Gardner 
N Geisinger 
Y Golick 
Y Gordon 
    Greene 
Y Hamilton 
N Hanner 
Y Harbin 
N Harden, B 
N Harden, M 
N Harrell 
Y Hatchett 
N Hatfield 
Y Heard 

Y Hightower 
Y Hill 
Y Holcomb 
N Holmes 
Y Holt 
N Horne 
Y Houston 
N Howard 
E Hudson 
Y Hugley 
Y Jackson 
Y Jacobs 
Y James 
N Jasperse 
N Jerguson 
N Johnson 
N Jones, J 
Y Jones, S 
Y Jordan 
Y Kaiser 
Y Kendrick 
    Kidd 
Y Knight 
N Lane 
Y Lindsey 
Y Long 
Y Maddox, B 
N Maddox, G 
N Manning 
    Marin 
Y Martin 
N Maxwell 
N Mayo 

Y Meadows 
Y Mitchell 
Y Morgan 
E Morris 
Y Mosby 
Y Murphy 
Y Neal, J 
Y Neal, Y 
    Nimmer 
N Nix 
Y Oliver 
N O'Neal 
N Pak 
Y Parent 
N Parrish 
Y Parsons 
Y Peake 
N Powell, A 
Y Powell, J 
    Pruett 
N Purcell 
N Ramsey 
Y Randall 
Y Reece 
N Rice 
N Riley 
Y Roberts 
N Rogers, C 
N Rogers, T 
N Rynders 
E Scott, M 
Y Scott, S 
Y Setzler 

Y Sims, C 
Y Smith, E 
Y Smith, K 
N Smith, L 
Y Smith, R 
Y Smith, T 
Y Smyre 
N Spencer 
Y Stephens, M 
N Stephens, R 
Y Stephenson 
N Talton 
N Tankersley 
N Taylor, D 
Y Taylor, R 
N Taylor, T 
N Teasley 
Y Thomas 
    VACANT 
Y Waites 
N Watson 
Y Welch 
Y Weldon 
Y Wilkerson 
Y Wilkinson 
Y Willard 
N Williams, A 
N Williams, C 
N Williams, E 
N Williams, R 
N Williamson 
N Yates 
    Ralston, Speaker 

   
On the motion, the ayes were 94, nays 68. 

 
The motion prevailed. 
 

 Representative Shaw of the 176th stated that he had been called from the floor of the 
House during the preceding roll call.  He wished to be recorded as voting "nay" thereon. 
 
 On the passage of HB 961, by substitute, as amended, the roll call was ordered and the 
vote was as follows: 
 
    Abdul-Salaam 
Y Abrams 
Y Allison 
Y Amerson 
N Anderson 
Y Ashe 
N Atwood 
Y Baker 
N Battles 

N Davis 
Y Dawkins-Haigler 
Y Dempsey 
Y Dickerson 
N Dickey 
N Dickson 
Y Dobbs 
Y Dollar 
Y Drenner 

Y Heckstall 
N Hembree 
Y Henson 
N Hightower 
Y Hill 
Y Holcomb 
N Holmes 
Y Holt 
N Horne 

N McBrayer 
N McCall 
Y McKillip 
Y Meadows 
Y Mitchell 
Y Morgan 
E Morris 
Y Mosby 
Y Murphy 

N Shaw 
E Sheldon  
N Sims, B 
N Sims, C 
Y Smith, E 
N Smith, K 
N Smith, L 
Y Smith, R 
Y Smith, T 
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N Beasley-Teague 
Y Bell 
Y Benfield 
N Benton 
Y Beverly 
N Black 
Y Braddock 
N Brockway 
Y Brooks 
E Bruce 
Y Bryant 
Y Buckner 
N Burns 
N Byrd 
Y Carson 
N Carter 
N Casas 
N Channell 
    Cheokas 
N Clark, J 
N Clark, V 
N Coleman 
N Collins 
N Cooke 
N Coomer 
    Cooper 
Y Crawford 

Y Dudgeon 
Y Dukes 
N Dunahoo 
N Dutton 
Y Ehrhart 
    England 
Y Epps, C 
    Epps, J 
E Evans 
Y Floyd 
    Fludd 
Y Frazier 
Y Fullerton 
Y Gardner 
N Geisinger 
Y Golick 
Y Gordon 
N Greene 
Y Hamilton 
N Hanner 
Y Harbin 
N Harden, B 
Y Harden, M 
N Harrell 
Y Hatchett 
N Hatfield 
Y Heard 

Y Houston 
N Howard 
E Hudson 
Y Hugley 
Y Jackson 
Y Jacobs 
    James 
N Jasperse 
N Jerguson 
N Johnson 
Y Jones, J 
Y Jones, S 
Y Jordan 
Y Kaiser 
Y Kendrick 
    Kidd 
Y Knight 
N Lane 
Y Lindsey 
N Long 
Y Maddox, B 
N Maddox, G 
N Manning 
Y Marin 
Y Martin 
N Maxwell 
N Mayo 

Y Neal, J 
Y Neal, Y 
N Nimmer 
N Nix 
Y Oliver 
N O'Neal 
N Pak 
Y Parent 
N Parrish 
Y Parsons 
Y Peake 
N Powell, A 
Y Powell, J 
    Pruett 
N Purcell 
N Ramsey 
Y Randall 
Y Reece 
N Rice 
N Riley 
N Roberts 
N Rogers, C 
N Rogers, T 
N Rynders 
E Scott, M 
Y Scott, S 
Y Setzler 

Y Smyre 
N Spencer 
Y Stephens, M 
N Stephens, R 
Y Stephenson 
N Talton 
N Tankersley 
N Taylor, D 
Y Taylor, R 
N Taylor, T 
N Teasley 
Y Thomas 
    VACANT 
Y Waites 
N Watson 
Y Welch 
N Weldon 
Y Wilkerson 
Y Wilkinson 
Y Willard 
N Williams, A 
N Williams, C 
N Williams, E 
N Williams, R 
N Williamson 
N Yates 
    Ralston, Speaker 

   
 On the passage of the Bill, by substitute, as amended, the ayes were 84, nays 79. 
 
 The Bill, having failed to receive the requisite constitutional majority, was lost. 
 
HB 792. By Representatives Casas of the 103rd, Hembree of the 67th, Allison of the 

8th, Amerson of the 9th and Ehrhart of the 36th: 
 

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Code Section 20-3-250.8 of the 
Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to applications to operate or 
conduct postsecondary activities under the "Nonpublic Postsecondary 
Educational Institutions Act of 1990," so as to provide for authorization to 
operate by means of accreditation for nonpublic postsecondary institutions 
that meet certain requirements; to provide for related matters; to repeal 
conflicting laws; and for other purposes.  
 

 The report of the Committee, which was favorable to the passage of the Bill, was 
agreed to. 
 
 On the passage of the Bill, the roll call was ordered and the vote was as follows: 
 
    Abdul-Salaam 
Y Abrams 

Y Davis 
Y Dawkins-Haigler 

    Heckstall 
Y Hembree 

Y McBrayer 
N McCall 

Y Shaw 
E Sheldon  
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Y Allison 
Y Amerson 
Y Anderson 
N Ashe 
Y Atwood 
Y Baker 
Y Battles 
    Beasley-Teague 
Y Bell 
Y Benfield 
Y Benton 
Y Beverly 
Y Black 
Y Braddock 
Y Brockway 
Y Brooks 
E Bruce 
Y Bryant 
Y Buckner 
Y Burns 
Y Byrd 
Y Carson 
Y Carter 
Y Casas 
Y Channell 
Y Cheokas 
Y Clark, J 
Y Clark, V 
Y Coleman 
Y Collins 
Y Cooke 
Y Coomer 
Y Cooper 
Y Crawford 

Y Dempsey 
Y Dickerson 
Y Dickey 
Y Dickson 
Y Dobbs 
Y Dollar 
Y Drenner 
Y Dudgeon 
    Dukes 
Y Dunahoo 
Y Dutton 
Y Ehrhart 
Y England 
Y Epps, C 
    Epps, J 
E Evans 
Y Floyd 
    Fludd 
Y Frazier 
    Fullerton 
N Gardner 
Y Geisinger 
Y Golick 
Y Gordon 
Y Greene 
Y Hamilton 
Y Hanner 
Y Harbin 
Y Harden, B 
Y Harden, M 
Y Harrell 
Y Hatchett 
Y Hatfield 
Y Heard 

    Henson 
Y Hightower 
Y Hill 
N Holcomb 
Y Holmes 
Y Holt 
Y Horne 
    Houston 
Y Howard 
E Hudson 
Y Hugley 
Y Jackson 
Y Jacobs 
Y James 
Y Jasperse 
Y Jerguson 
Y Johnson 
Y Jones, J 
Y Jones, S 
N Jordan 
Y Kaiser 
Y Kendrick 
    Kidd 
Y Knight 
Y Lane 
Y Lindsey 
Y Long 
Y Maddox, B 
Y Maddox, G 
Y Manning 
    Marin 
Y Martin 
Y Maxwell 
Y Mayo 

Y McKillip 
Y Meadows 
Y Mitchell 
Y Morgan 
E Morris 
N Mosby 
Y Murphy 
Y Neal, J 
Y Neal, Y 
N Nimmer 
Y Nix 
N Oliver 
Y O'Neal 
Y Pak 
N Parent 
Y Parrish 
Y Parsons 
Y Peake 
Y Powell, A 
Y Powell, J 
Y Pruett 
Y Purcell 
Y Ramsey 
Y Randall 
Y Reece 
Y Rice 
Y Riley 
N Roberts 
Y Rogers, C 
Y Rogers, T 
Y Rynders 
E Scott, M 
Y Scott, S 
Y Setzler 

Y Sims, B 
Y Sims, C 
Y Smith, E 
Y Smith, K 
Y Smith, L 
Y Smith, R 
Y Smith, T 
Y Smyre 
Y Spencer 
Y Stephens, M 
Y Stephens, R 
Y Stephenson 
Y Talton 
Y Tankersley 
Y Taylor, D 
N Taylor, R 
Y Taylor, T 
Y Teasley 
Y Thomas 
    VACANT 
Y Waites 
Y Watson 
Y Welch 
Y Weldon 
Y Wilkerson 
Y Wilkinson 
    Willard 
Y Williams, A 
Y Williams, C 
Y Williams, E 
Y Williams, R 
Y Williamson 
Y Yates 
    Ralston, Speaker 

   
 On the passage of the Bill, the ayes were 149, nays 11. 
 
 The Bill, having received the requisite constitutional majority, was passed. 
 
HB 678. By Representatives Long of the 61st, Geisinger of the 48th, Taylor of the 

55th, Beverly of the 139th and Murphy of the 120th: 
 

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Title 31 of the Official Code of 
Georgia Annotated, relating to health, so as to provide for regulation of the 
use of previously used material in mattresses and similar consumer products; 
to provide for definitions; to provide for related matters; to provide an 
effective date; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.  
 

 The following Committee substitute was read: 
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A BILL TO BE ENTITLED 
AN ACT 

 
To amend Title 31 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to health, so as to 
provide for regulation of the use of previously used material in mattresses and similar 
consumer products; to provide for definitions; to provide for related matters; to provide 
an effective date; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes. 
 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF GEORGIA: 
 

SECTION 1. 
Title 31 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to health, is amended by 
revising Chapter 25, which is reserved, as follows: 
 

"CHAPTER 25 
 

31-25-1. 
As used in this chapter, the term: 

(1)  'Articles of bedding' means any of the following types of goods which are 
intended for use by any human being for sleeping purposes: any mattress, mattress 
pad, mattress protector, upholstered spring, comforter, quilted pad, quilt, cushion, or 
pillow which is stuffed or filled in whole or part with concealed material. 
(2)  'Manufacturer' means a person who either by himself or herself or through 
employees or agents makes any article of bedding in whole or in part or who does the 
upholstery or covering of any unit thereof, using previously used material. 
(3)  'New material' means any material which has not been used in the manufacture of 
another article or used for any other purpose. 
(4)  'Person' means any individual, corporation, company, business, partnership, or 
association. 
(5)  'Previously used material' means any material, including jute and shearings, 
which has been used in the manufacture of another article and subsequently torn, 
shredded, picked apart, or otherwise disintegrated or altered. 
(6)  'Renovator' or 'reupholsterer' means any person who repairs, makes over, re-
covers, restores, or renews any article of bedding for consideration or resale by 
combining new material with previously used material. 
(7)  'Sell' means sell, offer to sell, barter, trade, rent, or possess with intent to sell, 
deliver or consign in sale, or dispose of in any other commercial manner. 
(8)  'Thrift store' means any store or private sale that offers primarily used products or 
merchandise, including Goodwill stores, Salvation Army stores, garage sales, 
community bazaars, thrift markets, and consignment stores.  In order to qualify as a 
thrift store, at least 90 percent of the items sold shall be used, previously owned items 
not obtained directly from any wholesale supplier. 
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(9)  'Used article of bedding' means an article of bedding that has been previously 
used and that has not been renovated or reupholstered and that contains no new 
material. 

 
31-25-2. 
(a)  No manufacturer, renovator, or reupholsterer shall make, reupholster, or renovate 
articles of bedding with previously used material for sale in this state without first 
securing a numbered certificate of registration from the Department of Agriculture and 
paying the fee established for the certificate of registration as set forth in this 
subsection.  The charge for this certificate shall constitute an inspection fee for the 
purpose of enforcing this chapter.  The certificate of registration shall expire one year 
from the date of issue.  The charge shall be paid according to the following schedule: 

(1)  Manufacturers of articles of bedding $1,000.00  
(2)  Renovators and reupholsterers of articles of bedding 250.00  

(b)  Fees collected by the Department of Agriculture under this chapter shall be 
deposited in the general fund of the state treasury. 
(c)  The provisions of this Code section shall not apply to a person who is not a 
manufacturer, renovator, or reupholsterer, and who sells or donates used articles of 
bedding to or from a thrift store. 

 
31-25-3. 
Every person applying for a certificate of registration shall furnish a detailed drawing 
and description of any sterilizing apparatus and process to be used, which apparatus and 
process shall be approved by the Department of Agriculture before the applicant shall 
be entitled to a certificate of registration. 
 
31-25-4. 
(a)  No manufacturer, renovator, or reupholsterer subject to this chapter shall use any 
previously used material which, since last used, has not been sterilized by a process 
approved by the Department of Agriculture. 
(b)  No manufacturer shall sell a used article of bedding which has not been sterilized, 
since last used, by a process approved by the Department of Agriculture, provided that 
nothing in this chapter shall be construed as prohibiting public sales under process of 
law or sales by an executor or an administrator of an estate. 

 
31-25-5. 
Any person who receives articles of bedding for renovation, reupholstering, or storage 
shall keep attached thereto, from the time of receipt, a tag on which is legibly written 
the date of receipt and the name and address of the owner. 

 
31-25-6. 
(a)  No manufacturer, renovator, or reupholsterer shall manufacture, renovate, 
reupholster, or sell any article of bedding to which there is not securely sewed a cloth-
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backed tag which is at least six square inches in area and upon which there shall be 
stamped or printed with ink in the English language: 

(1)  The name of the material or materials used to fill the article of bedding; 
(2)  The name and address of the manufacturer, renovator, upholsterer, or vendor of 
the article of bedding; 
(3)  The manufacturer's, upholsterer's, or renovator's certificate of registration number 
issued by the Department of Agriculture; and 
(4)  The words 'Made of New Material,' if such article contains no previously used 
material, or the words 'Made of Previously Used Material,' if such article contains any 
material classified as previously used material. 

The words so stamped shall be in letters at least 1/4 inch high.  The tag shall contain 
nothing of a misleading nature and shall be sewed to the outside cover of every article 
of bedding being manufactured, renovated, or reupholstered before the filling material 
has been placed therein. 
(b)  The provisions of this Code section requiring labels to be placed onto articles of 
bedding shall not apply to persons selling articles of bedding from thrift stores or 
persons donating articles of bedding to thrift stores; provided, however, that any such 
person selling used articles of bedding or articles of bedding with previously used 
material from a thrift store shall be required to cross out or line through any words on 
the attached label indicating that the article of bedding is made of new material.  In 
addition, any person who sells used articles of bedding from a thrift store shall have a 
sign posted with letters that are four inches or larger immediately next to the used 
articles of bedding for sale that prominently reads: 'Used Bedding.'  
(c)  Except as provided in subsection (b) of this Code section, no person, other than a 
purchaser for his or her own use, shall remove from articles of bedding or deface or 
alter the tag required under this Code section. 

 
31-25-7. 
The Department of Agriculture is authorized and empowered, through its duly 
authorized representatives, to enforce this chapter.  This chapter shall have no 
application to articles of bedding manufactured by inmates for use by prisoners, 
detainees, or other government purposes.  The Department of Agriculture shall not be 
authorized to enforce this chapter against the Department of Corrections or other local, 
state, or federal agencies. 

 
31-25-8. 
The Department of Agriculture is authorized and empowered to inspect every place 
where articles of bedding are manufactured, renovated, reupholstered, or sold or where 
material used in such manufacturing, renovating, or reupholstering is mixed, worked, 
sold, or stored. 
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31-25-9. 
When a duly authorized representative of the Department of Agriculture has reasonable 
cause to believe that an article of bedding is not tagged or filled as required under Code 
Section 31-25-6, he or she shall have authority to open a seam of such article of 
bedding for the purpose of examining the filling and shall likewise have authority and 
power to examine any purchase records or invoices necessary to determine the kind of 
material used in such article of bedding.  He or she shall have power to seize and hold 
for evidence any article of bedding or material made, possessed, or offered for sale 
contrary to this chapter. 

 
31-25-10. 
The Department of Agriculture shall have the power to require any person supplying 
material to a manufacturer, renovator, or reupholsterer to furnish such manufacturer, 
renovator, or reupholsterer an itemized invoice of all materials so supplied, which shall 
be retained by the manufacturer, renovator, or reupholsterer for one year.  All such 
invoices shall be subject to inspection by the Department of Agriculture. 

 
31-25-11. 
It is the intention of this chapter to prevent both the manufacture and sale in this state of 
articles of bedding unless manufactured and sold in conformity with its provisions.  The 
Department of Agriculture may make and enforce reasonable rules and regulations for 
the enforcement of this chapter and may suspend, revoke, and void the certificate of 
registration of any person convicted of violating this chapter.  Any person, a 
nonresident of this state, who has been issued a certificate of registration and who fails 
or refuses to enter an appearance in any court of record in this state to answer a charge 
or charges of violation after service upon such person of a notice by registered or 
certified mail to so appear or respond shall have his or her certificate of registration 
peremptorily revoked by the Department of Agriculture.  The articles of bedding 
manufactured or sold by such person shall not thereafter be sold in this state until such 
person has paid a special inspection fee of $1,000.00 and the Department of Agriculture 
has determined that such person is complying with this chapter, whereupon the 
Department of Agriculture shall reinstate or reissue the certificate of registration to such 
person. 

 
31-25-12. 
The possession of one or more articles covered by this chapter, when found in any 
store, warehouse, or place of business other than a private home, hotel, or other place 
where such articles are ordinarily used, shall constitute prima-facie evidence that the 
article or articles so possessed are possessed with intent to sell or process the same for 
sale. 
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31-25-13. 
Any person who violates any provision of this chapter shall be guilty of a high and 
aggravated misdemeanor punishable by not more than one year in prison or a fine of 
not more than $10,000.00, or both." 

 
SECTION 2. 

This Act shall become effective on January 1, 2013. 
 

SECTION 3. 
All laws and parts of laws in conflict with this Act are repealed.   
 
 The following amendment was read and adopted: 
 
Representative Long of the 61st offers the following amendment: 
 
Amend the House Committee on Agriculture and Consumer Affairs substitute to HB 678 
(LC 35 2615S) by revising lines 12 through 18 as follows: 

(1)  'Articles of bedding' means any mattress, mattress pad, or other removable pad 
which is stuffed or filled in whole or in part with concealed material and which is 
designed and marked for the purpose of use by a human being for sleeping.  Such 
term shall not include sofas or other articles of furniture designed primarily for sitting 
or lounging. 
(2)  'Manufacturer' means a person who either by himself or herself or through 
employees or agents makes any article of bedding in whole or in part or who repairs 
or reconditions articles of bedding, using previously used material. 

 
 The Committee substitute, as amended, was adopted. 
 
 The report of the Committee, which was favorable to the passage of the Bill, by 
substitute, was agreed to, as amended. 
 
 On the passage of the Bill, by substitute, as amended, the roll call was ordered and the 
vote was as follows: 
 
    Abdul-Salaam 
Y Abrams 
N Allison 
    Amerson 
N Anderson 
    Ashe 
N Atwood 
    Baker 
N Battles 
Y Beasley-Teague 
Y Bell 
    Benfield 

Y Davis 
Y Dawkins-Haigler 
N Dempsey 
Y Dickerson 
N Dickey 
N Dickson 
Y Dobbs 
Y Dollar 
    Drenner 
N Dudgeon 
    Dukes 
N Dunahoo 

    Heckstall 
    Hembree 
    Henson 
N Hightower 
N Hill 
Y Holcomb 
N Holmes 
    Holt 
N Horne 
Y Houston 
Y Howard 
E Hudson 

N McBrayer 
    McCall 
N McKillip 
Y Meadows 
Y Mitchell 
Y Morgan 
E Morris 
Y Mosby 
N Murphy 
N Neal, J 
    Neal, Y 
    Nimmer 

N Shaw 
E Sheldon  
    Sims, B 
Y Sims, C 
Y Smith, E 
N Smith, K 
    Smith, L 
N Smith, R 
N Smith, T 
Y Smyre 
N Spencer 
Y Stephens, M 
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N Benton 
Y Beverly 
    Black 
N Braddock 
N Brockway 
Y Brooks 
E Bruce 
N Bryant 
Y Buckner 
Y Burns 
N Byrd 
N Carson 
N Carter 
N Casas 
    Channell 
N Cheokas 
N Clark, J 
N Clark, V 
N Coleman 
N Collins 
N Cooke 
N Coomer 
Y Cooper 
Y Crawford 

N Dutton 
N Ehrhart 
N England 
Y Epps, C 
N Epps, J 
E Evans 
Y Floyd 
Y Fludd 
    Frazier 
    Fullerton 
Y Gardner 
Y Geisinger 
N Golick 
Y Gordon 
N Greene 
N Hamilton 
N Hanner 
N Harbin 
N Harden, B 
N Harden, M 
N Harrell 
N Hatchett 
N Hatfield 
N Heard 

Y Hugley 
N Jackson 
N Jacobs 
Y James 
N Jasperse 
N Jerguson 
Y Johnson 
    Jones, J 
Y Jones, S 
Y Jordan 
Y Kaiser 
Y Kendrick 
    Kidd 
N Knight 
N Lane 
Y Lindsey 
Y Long 
Y Maddox, B 
Y Maddox, G 
N Manning 
    Marin 
    Martin 
N Maxwell 
Y Mayo 

N Nix 
    Oliver 
N O'Neal 
N Pak 
Y Parent 
N Parrish 
N Parsons 
Y Peake 
Y Powell, A 
N Powell, J 
N Pruett 
N Purcell 
    Ramsey 
Y Randall 
N Reece 
N Rice 
N Riley 
Y Roberts 
N Rogers, C 
N Rogers, T 
Y Rynders 
E Scott, M 
Y Scott, S 
N Setzler 

Y Stephens, R 
Y Stephenson 
N Talton 
N Tankersley 
N Taylor, D 
Y Taylor, R 
N Taylor, T 
N Teasley 
Y Thomas 
    VACANT 
Y Waites 
N Watson 
Y Welch 
N Weldon 
Y Wilkerson 
N Wilkinson 
N Willard 
Y Williams, A 
N Williams, C 
N Williams, E 
N Williams, R 
N Williamson 
N Yates 
    Ralston, Speaker 

   
 On the passage of the Bill, by substitute, as amended, the ayes were 58, nays 88. 
 
 The Bill, having failed to receive the requisite constitutional majority, was lost. 
 
 Representative Holt of the 112th stated that he had been called from the floor of the 
House during the preceding roll call.  He wished to be recorded as voting "nay" thereon. 
 
HR 1160. By Representatives Hugley of the 133rd, Smyre of the 132nd and Buckner of 

the 130th: 
 

A RESOLUTION compensating Mr. Lathan Rydell Word; and for other 
purposes.  
 

 The following Committee substitute was read and adopted: 
 

A RESOLUTION 
 
Compensating Mr. Lathan Rydell Word; and for other purposes. 
 
WHEREAS, on September 14, 1999, six days before he was scheduled to begin Marine 
Corps boot camp, Mr. Lathan Rydell Word was informed that the police were searching 
for him in connection with an armed robbery; and 
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WHEREAS, Mr. Word immediately contacted the Columbus Police Department in an 
attempt to clear his name, but he was arrested and, on September 7, 2000, was convicted 
of armed robbery and possession of a firearm and sentenced to 15 years in prison; and 
 
WHEREAS, in March of 2011, his conviction was overturned by the Georgia Court of 
Appeals and a new trial was ordered, and when he was offered the opportunity to plead 
guilty for time served, he refused and demanded a new trial to prove his innocence; and 
 
WHEREAS, at his new trial, the victim of the alleged crime testified that the victim had 
not been truthful and that Mr. Word was not the man who robbed him, and after 11 years, 
nine months, and six days in prison, Mr. Word was exonerated of the crime and released; 
and 
 
WHEREAS, as a result of his wrongful arrest and conviction, Mr. Word was denied the 
honor of serving his country in the United States Marine Corps; and 
 
WHEREAS, Mr. Word has suffered loss of liberty, personal injury, lost wages, injury to 
reputation, emotional distress, loss of consortion, loss of familial association, and other 
damages as a result of his over 11 years of incarceration and expenses in trying to prove 
his innocence; and 
 
WHEREAS, the conviction, incarceration, and subsequent loss of liberty and other 
damages occurred through no fault or negligence on the part of Mr. Word, and it is only 
fitting and proper that he be compensated for his loss. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF 
GEORGIA that the Department of Administrative Services is authorized and directed to 
pay the sum of $400,000.00 dollars to Mr. Lathan Rydell Word as compensation as 
provided above.  Said sum shall be paid from funds appropriated to or available to the 
Department of Administrative Services and shall be in full and complete satisfaction of 
all claims against the state arising out of said occurrence.  Said sum shall not be subject to 
state income taxes and shall be paid in the form of an annuity over a 20-year period with 
an initial lump sum payment of $100,000.00 and monthly payments thereafter.   
 
 The report of the Committee, which was favorable to the adoption of the Resolution, 
by substitute, was agreed to. 
 
 On the adoption of the Resolution, by substitute, the roll call was ordered and the vote 
was as follows: 
 
    Abdul-Salaam 
Y Abrams 
N Allison 
    Amerson 

N Davis 
Y Dawkins-Haigler 
    Dempsey 
    Dickerson 

    Heckstall 
    Hembree 
    Henson 
N Hightower 

N McBrayer 
N McCall 
    McKillip 
    Meadows 

N Shaw 
E Sheldon 
Y Sims, B 
Y Sims, C 
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N Anderson 
Y Ashe 
Y Atwood 
    Baker 
N Battles 
Y Beasley-Teague 
Y Bell 
    Benfield 
N Benton 
Y Beverly 
Y Black 
Y Braddock 
Y Brockway 
Y Brooks 
E Bruce 
Y Bryant 
Y Buckner 
    Burns 
N Byrd 
Y Carson 
N Carter 
N Casas 
Y Channell 
Y Cheokas 
Y Clark, J 
N Clark, V 
Y Coleman 
N Collins 
N Cooke 
N Coomer 
    Cooper 
Y Crawford 

Y Dickey 
Y Dickson 
Y Dobbs 
    Dollar 
    Drenner 
N Dudgeon 
    Dukes 
N Dunahoo 
N Dutton 
Y Ehrhart 
Y England 
Y Epps, C 
    Epps, J 
E Evans 
Y Floyd 
Y Fludd 
Y Frazier 
Y Fullerton 
Y Gardner 
Y Geisinger 
Y Golick 
Y Gordon 
Y Greene 
N Hamilton 
Y Hanner 
N Harbin 
Y Harden, B 
N Harden, M 
N Harrell 
    Hatchett 
N Hatfield 
Y Heard 

Y Hill 
Y Holcomb 
N Holmes 
N Holt 
N Horne 
Y Houston 
Y Howard 
E Hudson 
Y Hugley 
Y Jackson 
N Jacobs 
Y James 
N Jasperse 
N Jerguson 
Y Johnson 
    Jones, J 
Y Jones, S 
Y Jordan 
Y Kaiser 
Y Kendrick 
    Kidd 
N Knight 
N Lane 
    Lindsey 
Y Long 
    Maddox, B 
    Maddox, G 
Y Manning 
    Marin 
N Martin 
    Maxwell 
Y Mayo 

Y Mitchell 
Y Morgan 
E Morris 
Y Mosby 
Y Murphy 
Y Neal, J 
Y Neal, Y 
N Nimmer 
Y Nix 
Y Oliver 
    O'Neal 
N Pak 
Y Parent 
Y Parrish 
Y Parsons 
Y Peake 
Y Powell, A 
Y Powell, J 
    Pruett 
    Purcell 
    Ramsey 
Y Randall 
    Reece 
Y Rice 
N Riley 
    Roberts 
Y Rogers, C 
N Rogers, T 
Y Rynders 
E Scott, M 
Y Scott, S 
N Setzler 

Y Smith, E 
Y Smith, K 
    Smith, L 
Y Smith, R 
Y Smith, T 
Y Smyre 
N Spencer 
Y Stephens, M 
Y Stephens, R 
Y Stephenson 
Y Talton 
Y Tankersley 
N Taylor, D 
Y Taylor, R 
N Taylor, T 
N Teasley 
Y Thomas 
    VACANT 
Y Waites 
Y Watson 
N Welch 
N Weldon 
Y Wilkerson 
Y Wilkinson 
E Willard  
Y Williams, A 
Y Williams, C 
Y Williams, E 
Y Williams, R 
Y Williamson 
Y Yates 
    Ralston, Speaker 

   
 On the adoption of the Resolution, by substitute, the ayes were 95, nays 44. 
 
 The Resolution, having received the requisite constitutional majority, was adopted, by 
substitute. 
 
 Representative Baker of the 78th stated that he had been called from the floor of the 
House during the preceding roll call.  He wished to be recorded as voting "aye" thereon. 
 
 Representatives Tankersley of the 158th and Williamson of the 111th stated that they 
inadvertently voted "aye" on the preceding roll call.  They wished to be recorded as 
voting "nay" thereon. 
 

 By unanimous consent, the following Bill of the House, having been previously 
postponed, was again postponed until the next legislative day:  

 
HB 1160. By Representatives Roberts of the 154th, Houston of the 170th, Burns of the 

157th, McCall of the 30th and Williams of the 165th: 
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A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Article 1 of Chapter 2 of Title 46 of 
the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to organization and 
members of the Public Service Commission, so as to change the term and 
manner of the election of the chairperson of the Public Service Commission; 
to provide for an effective date; to provide for related matters; to repeal 
conflicting laws; and for other purposes.  
 

 Under the general order of business, established by the Committee on Rules, the 
following Resolution of the House was taken up for consideration and read the third time: 
     
HR 1161. By Representatives Buckner of the 130th, Hugley of the 133rd and Smyre of 

the 132nd: 
 

A RESOLUTION compensating Mr. James A. Cauley and providing for a 
state income tax exclusion with respect to such compensation; and for other 
purposes.  
 

 The following Committee substitute was read: 
 

A RESOLUTION 
 

Compensating Mr. James A. Cauley and providing for a state income tax exclusion with 
respect to such compensation; and for other purposes. 
 
WHEREAS, on July 14, 2011, James A. Cauley was on the premises of the Georgia 
Department of Labor office in Americus, Georgia, to sign up his son for the Job Corps; 
and 
 
WHEREAS, while at this location and in the process of sitting down in a wheeled chair, 
the chair rolled, causing him to fall and strike his back and head on the floor; and 
 
WHEREAS, as a result of this incident, Mr. Cauley suffered a back and neck injury 
requiring substantial medical bills that he has been unable to pay as the Veterans 
Administration did not pay these bills and he has no other medical insurance, Medicaid 
benefits, or any other means of financial assistance; and 
 
WHEREAS, as a result of his injury, Mr. Cauley has suffered additional financial losses 
and his spouse has incurred lost wages; and 
 
WHEREAS, Mr. Cauley has submitted substantial medical bills to the Claims Advisory 
Board; and 
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WHEREAS, Mr. Cauley has suffered personal injury, lost wages, emotional distress, and 
other damages as a result of this accident; and 
 
WHEREAS, as these damages occurred through no fault or negligence on the part of Mr. 
Cauley, it is only fitting and proper that he be compensated for his loss.  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED AND ENACTED BY THE GENERAL 
ASSEMBLY OF GEORGIA that the Department of Labor is authorized and directed to 
pay the sum of $7,500.00 to Mr. James A. Cauley as compensation as provided above.  
Said sum shall be paid from funds appropriated to or available to the Department of 
Administrative Services, shall be in full and complete satisfaction of all claims against 
the state arising out of said occurrence, and shall be paid subject to the provisions of this 
resolution. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that any amount received by Mr. James A. Cauley 
pursuant to this resolution shall be excluded from his taxable net income for state income 
tax purposes.   
 
 The following amendment was read and adopted: 
 
Representative Buckner of the 130th offers the following amendment: 
 
Amend the committee substitute to HR 1161 (LC 37 1444S) by deleting line 20 and 
inserting in lieu thereof the following: 
ASSEMBLY OF GEORGIA that the Department of Administrative Services is 
authorized and directed to pay 
 
 The Committee substitute, as amended, was adopted. 
 
 The report of the Committee, which was favorable to the adoption of the Resolution, 
by substitute, was agreed to, as amended. 
 
 On the adoption of the Resolution, by substitute, as amended, the roll call was ordered 
and the vote was as follows: 
 
    Abdul-Salaam 
Y Abrams 
N Allison 
    Amerson 
N Anderson 
Y Ashe 
N Atwood 
Y Baker 
Y Battles 
Y Beasley-Teague 

N Davis 
Y Dawkins-Haigler 
Y Dempsey 
Y Dickerson 
Y Dickey 
Y Dickson 
Y Dobbs 
    Dollar 
Y Drenner 
Y Dudgeon 

    Heckstall 
    Hembree 
Y Henson 
N Hightower 
N Hill 
Y Holcomb 
N Holmes 
N Holt 
N Horne 
    Houston 

N McBrayer 
N McCall 
    McKillip 
    Meadows 
Y Mitchell 
Y Morgan 
E Morris 
Y Mosby 
Y Murphy 
N Neal, J 

    Shaw 
E Sheldon 
Y Sims, B 
Y Sims, C 
Y Smith, E 
Y Smith, K 
N Smith, L 
Y Smith, R 
Y Smith, T 
Y Smyre 
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Y Bell 
Y Benfield 
N Benton 
    Beverly 
Y Black 
Y Braddock 
N Brockway 
Y Brooks 
E Bruce 
Y Bryant 
Y Buckner 
    Burns 
N Byrd 
Y Carson 
Y Carter 
N Casas 
Y Channell 
N Cheokas 
N Clark, J 
N Clark, V 
Y Coleman 
N Collins 
N Cooke 
N Coomer 
N Cooper 
Y Crawford 

Y Dukes 
N Dunahoo 
N Dutton 
Y Ehrhart 
Y England 
Y Epps, C 
Y Epps, J 
E Evans 
    Floyd 
Y Fludd 
Y Frazier 
Y Fullerton 
Y Gardner 
N Geisinger 
Y Golick 
Y Gordon 
Y Greene 
Y Hamilton 
Y Hanner 
N Harbin 
Y Harden, B 
    Harden, M 
N Harrell 
    Hatchett 
N Hatfield 
Y Heard 

Y Howard 
E Hudson 
Y Hugley 
Y Jackson 
N Jacobs 
Y James 
N Jasperse 
N Jerguson 
Y Johnson 
Y Jones, J 
Y Jones, S 
Y Jordan 
    Kaiser 
Y Kendrick 
    Kidd 
    Knight 
N Lane 
    Lindsey 
    Long 
    Maddox, B 
N Maddox, G 
Y Manning 
    Marin 
N Martin 
    Maxwell 
Y Mayo 

Y Neal, Y 
N Nimmer 
N Nix 
Y Oliver 
Y O'Neal 
N Pak 
Y Parent 
Y Parrish 
Y Parsons 
Y Peake 
    Powell, A 
Y Powell, J 
    Pruett 
Y Purcell 
    Ramsey 
Y Randall 
Y Reece 
Y Rice 
N Riley 
    Roberts 
Y Rogers, C 
N Rogers, T 
    Rynders 
E Scott, M 
Y Scott, S 
N Setzler 

N Spencer 
Y Stephens, M 
Y Stephens, R 
Y Stephenson 
Y Talton 
N Tankersley 
N Taylor, D 
Y Taylor, R 
N Taylor, T 
N Teasley 
Y Thomas 
    VACANT 
Y Waites 
Y Watson 
N Welch 
N Weldon 
Y Wilkerson 
Y Wilkinson 
E Willard  
Y Williams, A 
N Williams, C 
Y Williams, E 
Y Williams, R 
N Williamson 
Y Yates 
    Ralston, Speaker 

   
 On the adoption of the Resolution, by substitute, as amended, the ayes were 93, nays 
51. 
 
 The Resolution, having received the requisite constitutional majority, was adopted, by 
substitute, as amended. 
 
 Representative Shaw of the 176th stated that he had been called from the floor of the 
House during the preceding roll call.  He wished to be recorded as voting "nay" thereon. 
 
 Representative Long of the 61st stated that he had been called from the floor of the 
House during the preceding roll call.  He wished to be recorded as voting "aye" thereon. 
 
 The following message was received from the Senate through Mr. Ewing, the 
Secretary thereof: 
 
Mr. Speaker: 
 
 The Senate has passed by the requisite constitutional majority the following bill of the 
Senate:   
 
SB 292. By Senators Albers of the 56th, Rogers of the 21st, Gooch of the 51st, Shafer 

of the 48th, Goggans of the 7th and others: 
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A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Chapter 4 of Title 49 of the Official 
Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to public assistance, so as to enact the 
"Social Responsibility and Accountability Act"; to define certain terms; to 
provide that the Department of Human Services shall create an established 
drug test to be administered to each applicant for temporary assistance for 
needy families or Medicaid benefits; to provide requirements; to provide that 
each applicant shall undergo a drug test in order to qualify for benefits; to 
provide that any person who fails such drug test shall be ineligible to receive 
benefits; to provide for reapplication; to provide for children's benefits; to 
provide for related matters; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.  
 

Representative O'Neal of the 146th moved that the House do now adjourn until 10:00 
o'clock, A.M., Monday, March 12, 2012, and the motion prevailed. 

 
Pursuant to the adjournment Resolution previously adopted by the House and Senate, 

the Speaker announced the House adjourned until 10:00 o'clock, A.M., Monday, March 
12, 2012. 

 


