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Representative Hall, Atlanta, Georgia 

 

Monday, January 11, 2016 

 
First Legislative Day 

  
 The House met pursuant to adjournment at 10:00 o'clock, A.M., this day and was 
called to order by the Speaker. 
 
 The following communications were received: 
 

House of Representatives 
Coverdell Legislative Office Building, Room 512 

Atlanta, Georgia  30334 
 

To: Bill Reilly, Clerk of the House of Representatives 
 
From: Rep. Tonya Anderson 
 
Date: April 6, 2015 
 
I was absent from the floor on the following bill and would like for my vote to reflect: 
 
SB 133 – 'NO' 
 

House of Representatives 
Coverdell Legislative Office Building, Room 511 H 

Atlanta, Georgia  30334 
 

Personally Hand Delivered 
 
April 9, 2015 
 
Honorable Nathan Deal 
Governor of Georgia 
State Capitol 
Atlanta, GA  30334 
 
Dear Governor Deal, 
 
After 35 enjoyable and successful years in the Georgia House of Representatives, I have 
decided to shift my priorities and transition back to fulltime Civil Human Rights work.  I 
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have decided to make the Moore's Ford Bridge Lynching's in Monroe, GA, my number 
#1 priority. 
 
After leading the 12th Annual March on The Bridge on Saturday, April 4th, 
commemorating the 47th Anniversary of my Leader and Hero Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., 
I made my final decision on Easter Sunday at the square in downtown Covington while 
remembering the 1970 movement, where I was almost killed by Sheriff Henry Odum Jr.  
Moore's Ford is special because it's been a part of my life since 1968.  As you know, it 
was on Dr. King's agenda from 1946 to 1968.  So many of my colleagues involved in this 
movement have just recently passed including:  Mr. Ed Brown, Camilla, GA, Mr. Ralph 
Ivey, Social Circle, GA, and Rev. Clarence Grier Jr., former Pastor 1st African Baptist 
Church, Monroe, Georgia.  Additionally, Mr. Robert Howard is presently suffering from 
Alzheimer's/Dementia plus many more others are declining in health.  Other Moore's 
Ford suspects and witness are also passing away rapidly.  That's why I have to devote all 
my time and energy to this movement before my time is up.  Plus, we are raising a 2 
month old, 5 year old, and 6 year old and a 17 year old. 
 
Therefore I am hereby resigning from house District 55, immediately effective today. 
 
 Peace and Justice 
 WE SHALL OVERCOME 
 
/s/ Tyrone Brooks 
 
cc. Honorable David Ralston 
 Speaker, GA House of Representatives 
 

State of Georgia 
Office of the Governor 
Atlanta  30334-0090 

 
April 9, 2015 

 
The Honorable Tyrone Brooks 
Representative, District 55 
Georgia House of Representatives 
Room 511 H 
Coverdell Legislative Office Building 
Atlanta, Georgia  30334 
 
Dear Representative Brooks: 
 



 MONDAY, JANUARY 11, 2016 3 

 Thank you for the service you have rendered as the District 55 Representative in 
the Georgia House of Representatives.  I appreciate you taking the time to apprise me of 
your resignation, effective immediately. 
 
 Your resignation as a member of the Georgia House of Representatives is hereby 
accepted, and I wish you all the best.  Again, thank you for your service to the State of 
Georgia. 
 
  Sincerely, 
 
 /s/ Nathan Deal 
   
ND:rb 
 
cc: The Honorable Brian Kemp, Secretary of State 
 The Honorable David Ralston, Speaker, Georgia House of Representatives 
 Mr. Bill Reilly, Clerk, Georgia House of Representatives 
 

THE STATE OF GEORGIA 
EXECUTIVE ORDER 

 
BY THE GOVERNOR: 
 

House District 55 has become vacant due to the resignation of 
Representative Tyrone Brooks. 
 
Therefore, pursuant to Article V, Section II, Paragraph VIII of the 
Constitution of the State of Georgia and Section 21-2-544 of the Official 
Code of Georgia Annotated, a writ of election is hereby issued to the 
Secretary of State for a special election to be held on Tuesday, June 16, 
2015, to fill the vacancy in District 55 of the Georgia House of 
Representatives. 
 
This 17th day of April, 2015. 
 

 /s/ Nathan Deal 
  Governor 
 

House of Representatives 
State Capitol, Room 338 
Atlanta, Georgia  30334 

 
April 29, 2015 
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Honorable Nathan Deal, Governor 
State of Georgia 
201 State Capitol 
Atlanta, Georgia  30334 
 
Dear Governor Deal: 
 
Please accept this letter as my official resignation as the State Representative from 
District 146 effective 9:00 a.m. on April 30, 2015. 
 
 Sincerely, 
 
/s/ Larry O'Neal 
 
cc:  Speaker of the House of Representatives 
  Fiscal Office 
  Legislative Counsel 
  Clerk's Office 
 

State of Georgia 
Office of the Governor 
Atlanta  30334-0090 

 
April 29, 2015 

 
The Honorable Larry O'Neal 
Representative, District 146 
Georgia House of Representatives 
200 Willingham Drive 
Bonaire, Georgia  31005 
 
Dear Representative O'Neal: 
 
 Thank you for the service you have rendered as the District 146 Representative in 
the Georgia House of Representatives.  I appreciate you taking the time to apprise me of 
your resignation, effective April 30, 2015 at 9:00 a.m. 
 
 Your resignation as the Representative for District 146 is hereby accepted, and I 
wish you all the best.  Again, thank you for your service to the State of Georgia. 
 
  Sincerely, 
 
 /s/ Nathan Deal 
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ND:rb 
 
cc: The Honorable Brian Kemp, Secretary of State 
 The Honorable David Ralston, Speaker, Georgia House of Representatives 
 

House of Representatives 
218 State Capitol 

Atlanta, GA  30334 
 

May 11, 2015 
 
The Honorable Nathan Deal 
Governor, State of Georgia 
State Capitol 
Atlanta, GA  30334 
 
Dear Governor Deal: 
 
I offer this letter as the resignation of my office as a member of the Georgia House of 
Representatives for District 24.  After much prayer and family discussion, I have 
accepted an outstanding opportunity in the private sector that will require my relocation 
to Nashville.  My retirement decision did not come easy, as I have truly enjoyed serving 
the citizens of Georgia, and it has been a tremendous honor to represent the great citizens 
of Cumming and Forsyth County over the last nine years. 
 
I am also honored to have served with you, your team and many other hard working 
public officials and staff.  Thank you for your leadership, for all your support, and for 
your outstanding service and dedication to this great state.  God bless you, your family 
and to the many outstanding Georgians across this state. 
 
 Sincerely, 
 
/s/ Mark Hamilton 
 State Representative, District 24 
 
CC: Speaker David Ralston 
  Brian Kemp, Secretary of State 
 

State of Georgia 
Office of the Governor 
Atlanta  30334-0090 

 
May 11, 2015 



6 JOURNAL OF THE HOUSE 

The Honorable Mark Hamilton 
Representative, District 24 
Georgia House of Representatives 
108 Colony Park Drive, Suite 400 
Cumming, Georgia  30034 
 
Dear Representative Hamilton: 
 
 Thank you for the service you have rendered as the District 24 Representative in 
the Georgia House of Representatives.  I appreciate you taking the time to apprise me of 
your resignation, effective immediately. 
 
 Your resignation as the Representative for District 24 is hereby accepted, and I 
wish you all the best.  Again, thank you for your service to the State of Georgia. 
 
  Sincerely, 
 
 /s/ Nathan Deal 
   
ND:rb 
 
cc: The Honorable Brian Kemp, Secretary of State 
 The Honorable David Ralston, Speaker, Georgia House of Representatives 
 

State of Georgia 
Office of the Governor 
Atlanta  30334-0090 

 

May 12, 2015 
 

The Honorable Casey Cagle The Honorable David Ralston 
Lieutenant Governor Speaker of the Georgia House 
240 State Capitol  of Representatives 
Atlanta, Georgia 30334 332 State Capitol 
 Atlanta, Georgia  30334 
 

Dear Gentlemen: 
 

Please be advised that I have line-item vetoed the following appropriations included in 
House Bill 76: 
 

  Veto: 
  Section 50, pertaining to the Georgia General Obligation Debt 
   Sinking Fund, page 245, Line 355.582 
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The veto message is attached for the item referenced above. 
 
     Sincerely, 
 
    /s/ Nathan Deal 
 
ND:rb 
 
Attachment 
 
cc: The Honorable Brian Kemp, Secretary of State 
 The Honorable Sam Olens, Attorney General 
 The Honorable Jack Hill, Chairman, Senate Appropriations Committee 
 The Honorable Terry England, Chairman, House Appropriations Committee 
 Mr. David A. Cook, Secretary of the Senate 
 Mr. Bill Reilly, Clerk of the Georgia House of Representatives 
 Mr. Wayne R. Allen, Legislative Counsel 
 

HB 76 – FY 2016 Appropriations Bill 
 

Line-Item Vetoes by the Governor 
 

Section 50, pertaining to the Georgia General Obligation Debt Sinking Fund, page 

245, Line 355.582: 

 
This language authorizes the appropriation of $809,900 in debt service to finance projects 
and facilities for the Department of Community Affairs, specifically for the construction 
of a seawall on Hutchinson Island in Savannah, through the issuance of $3.5 million in 
five-year taxable bonds.  Article VII, Section IV, Paragraph I (c) requires that general 
obligation debt may only be issued to "acquire, construct, develop, extend, enlarge, or 
improve land, waters, property, highways, buildings, structures, equipment, or facilities 
of the state." In this instance, the state does not have ownership of the land identified for 
the seawall, and thus is prohibited from using general obligation debt to finance this 
project.  Therefore, Deal vetoes this language (page 245, line 355.582) in the provisions 
relative to Section 50 State of Georgia General Obligation Debt Sinking Fund and the 
state general funds of $809,900. 
 

State of Georgia 
Office of the Governor 
Atlanta  30334-0090 

 
May 12, 2015 
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The Honorable Casey Cagle The Honorable David Shafer 
President of the Senate President Pro Tempore 
240 State Capitol 321 State Capitol 
Atlanta, Georgia 30334 Atlanta, Georgia  30334 
 
Dear Lieutenant Governor Cagle and Senator Shafer: 
 
 I have vetoed Senate Bills 76, 182 and 215 which passed the General Assembly 
during the 2015 Regular Session. 
 
 Article III, Section V, Paragraph XIII of the Georgia Constitution requires that I 
transmit these bills to you together with the reason for such vetoes.  These bills and 
corresponding reasons for the vetoes are attached. 
 
     Sincerely, 
 
    /s/ Nathan Deal 
 
ND:rt 
 
Attachment 
 
cc: The Honorable David Ralston, Speaker, Georgia House of Representatives 
 The Honorable Brian Kemp, Secretary of State 
 The Honorable Sam Olens, Attorney General 
 Mr. David A. Cook, Secretary of the Georgia State Senate 
 Mr. Bill Reilly, Clerk of the Georgia House of Representatives 
 Mr. Wayne R. Allen, Legislative Counsel 
 

State of Georgia 
Office of the Governor 

Atlanta 30334-0090 
 

May 12, 2015 
 

The Honorable David Ralston 
Speaker of the Georgia House 
    of Representatives 
332 State Capitol 
Atlanta, Georgia  30334 
 
Dear Speaker Ralston: 
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 I have vetoed House Bills 86, 251, 439, 510, 524, 577, 580, and 651 which passed 
the General Assembly during the 2015 Regular Session. 
 
 Article III, Section V, Paragraph XIII of the Georgia Constitution requires that I 
transmit these bills to you together with the reasons for such vetoes.  These bills and 
corresponding reasons for the vetoes are attached. 
 
     Sincerely, 
 
    /s/ Nathan Deal 
 
ND:rt 
 
Attachment 
 
cc: The Honorable Casey Cagle, Lieutenant Governor 
 The Honorable Brian Kemp, Secretary of State 
 The Honorable Sam Olens, Attorney General 
 Mr. Bill Reilly, Clerk of the Georgia House of Representatives 
 Mr. David A. Cook, Secretary of the Georgia State Senate 
 Mr. Wayne R. Allen, Legislative Counsel 
 

2015 Session of the Georgia General Assembly 
 

General Legislation – Veto Messages 
 

Veto Number 1 
 

SB 76   Senate Bill 76 would allow motorcycle and bicycle operators to enter an 
intersection without providing a definitive regard to the traffic signal in instances where 
the lightweight nature of their vehicle will not activate a traffic-control device.  While I 
am sympathetic to the concerns and causes of motorcyclists and bicyclists, this legislation 
does not provide an adequate solution and presents a confusing exception to motorists.  
Furthermore, Senate Bill 76 would eliminate the current 15-inch height restriction placed 
on motorcycle handlebars.  Motorcycles equipped with handlebars more than 15 inches in 
height pose a safety hazard due to the increased difficulty in steering and decreased 
control.  In 2014, crashes involving motorcycles and bicycles accounted for 13 percent of 
the fatalities on Georgia roads, and I do not see how this legislation will enhance roadway 
safety.  Therefore, in the interest of providing the necessary roadway safety Georgians 
deserve, I hereby VETO Senate Bill 76. 
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Veto Number 2 

 
HB 439   House Bill 439, the Georgia New Markets Jobs Act, contains two major tax 
policy initiatives that affect the Georgia insurance premium tax.  It provides for $55 
million in tax credits against insurance premium tax liability for certain equity 
investments in qualified community development entities.  During the legislative process, 
language was added to HB 439 authorizing the Invest Georgia Fund to sell up to $55 
million in tax credits against insurance premium tax liability.  Each of these concepts 
merit serious discussion standing on their own; however, the combination of these policy 
initiatives into one piece of legislation and the prospect of implementing these initiatives 
at the same time under our current budget environment would have too much of an 
impact on the general fund.  It is my opinion that these initiatives require further study 
and, thus, I hereby VETO House Bill 439. 

 

Veto Number 3 

 
HB 510   House Bill 510 sets up a separate fund of the OneGeorgia Authority to be 
known as the Georgia Sports Commission Fund.  The bill specifies that funding shall be 
provided by any source allowable by law.  The OneGeorgia Authority already has an 
existing mechanism in place which serves a similar purpose as the proposed legislation.  
Due to its lack of necessity, I hereby VETO House Bill 510. 

 

Veto Number 4 
 

HB 86   House Bill 86 seeks to transfer the Division of Aging Services (DAS) from 
the Department of Human Services (DHS) to create the Georgia Adult and Aging 
Services Agency as an attached agency to the Department of Community Health.  The 
legislation would transfer social services such as senior employment services, elderly 
legal assistance, in-home services, home delivered meals and adult protective services to 
the Department of Community Health, an agency responsible for the planning and 
delivery of health care to the citizens and employees of the State of Georgia.  
 
This legislation attempts to merge two agencies with diverse missions and methods of 
service delivery while failing to align elderly services to the agency whose mission and 
scope is to deliver human services throughout the state.  I welcome the opportunity to 
revisit the restructuring of Division of Aging Services in the future to create a more 
tailored alignment of services to agency mission.  Accordingly, I hereby VETO House 

Bill 86. 

 
Veto Number 5 

 
HB 524   This legislation would create a statewide registry of business trade names to 
be housed and maintained by the Georgia Superior Court Clerks’ Cooperative Authority.  
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This legislation would require those who have already lawfully registered their trade 
names in the appropriate superior court, and paid that court’s fee for doing so, to pay an 
additional fee to take advantage of the proposed online registry.  I also have significant 
concerns about language in the bill attempting to dedicate a portion these new fees for a 
specific purpose.  For these reasons, I hereby VETO House Bill 524. 

 
Local Legislation - Veto Messages 

 

Veto Number 6 
 

HB 251   House Bill 251 provides a new charter for the City of Americus.  The 
author of the legislation has requested that HB 251 be vetoed because the bill does not 
achieve what the author had intended.  A separate piece of legislation, HB 425, is the 
corrected version creating a new charter for the City of Americus.  Having reviewed the 
legislation and considered the request of the author of this legislation, I hereby VETO 

House Bill 251. 
 

Veto Number 7 
 

HB 577   House Bill 577 authorizes Rockdale County to exercise all redevelopment 
and other powers under Article IX, Section II, Paragraph VII(b) of the Constitution and 
Chapter 44 of Title 36 of the O.C.G.A., the "Redevelopment Powers Law." The author of 
the legislation and the Rockdale County delegation of the General Assembly have 
requested that HB 577 be vetoed because there is an incorrect date within the language of 
the bill.  Having reviewed the legislation and considered the request of the author and the 
Rockdale County delegation, I hereby VETO House Bill 577. 
 

Veto Number 8 

 
HB 580   House Bill 580 authorizes the Recorder’s Court of Columbus to levy up to 
a $25 technology fee to each fine imposed.  In 2013, I signed legislation authorizing the 
Recorder’s Court of Columbus to levy up to a $15 technology fee.  A $25 fee is excessive 
compared to similar court fees across the state, and I am concerned that such a fee 
increase would set an unacceptable precedent for other similar courts.  Additionally, this 
legislation removes the sunset provision placed upon the technology fee.  I have 
previously vetoed this legislation (HB 858) in 2014.  For these reasons, I hereby VETO 

House Bill 580. 
 

Veto Number 9 
 

HB 651   House Bill 651 changes the method of filling vacancies on the Board of 
Education in Paulding County.  The author of the legislation requested that House bill 
651 be vetoed because the current bill does not achieve what the author intended.  Having 
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reviewed the legislation and considered the request of the author of this legislation, I 

hereby VETO House Bill 651. 
 

Veto Number 10 
 

SB 182    Senate Bill 182 provides for the creation of one or more community 
improvement districts in Newton County and in each municipality therein. The author of 
the legislation and the Newton County delegation of the General Assembly have 
requested that SB 182 be vetoed because there is an error within the bill.  Having 
reviewed the legislation and considered the request of the author as well as the Newton 
County delegation, I hereby VETO Senate Bill 182. 

 

Veto Number 11 
 

SB 215    Senate Bill 215 creates the Schley County Utilities Authority.  The author 
of the legislation has requested that SB 215 be vetoed because the bill does not achieve 
what the author intended.  A separate piece of legislation, SB 220, is the corrected 
version that allows for the creation of the Schley County Utilities Authority.  Having 
reviewed the legislation and considered the request of the author of this legislation, I 

hereby VETO Senate Bill 215. 
 

House of Representatives 
131 State Capitol 

Atlanta, Georgia  30334 
 

May 14, 2015 
 

Honorable Nathan Deal 
Office of the Governor 
203 State Capitol 
Atlanta, GA  30334 
 
Dear Governor Deal: 
 
 Pursuant to O.C.G.A. §§ 45-5-1 and 45-5-5, I hereby resign the District 80 seat in 
the Georgia House of Representatives effective today at 11:59 p.m. 
 
 I have mentioned in a number of forums over the past few weeks that the 2015 
session of the General Assembly was far and away the most productive of the 11 sessions 
in which I have participated as a member of the House of Representatives. 
 
 The productivity of this year's session is due in large measure to your strong 
leadership.  Because of your leadership, non-violent offenders are afforded new 
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opportunities to become productive members of our society, children in underperforming 
schools will have hope for improvement in the quality of their education, and our 
transportation infrastructure will receive much-needed funding and maintenance.  DeKalb 
County also has seen improvement under your leadership through the attention you have 
given our school system and county government. 
 
 Serving as the voice of my community in the House of Representatives will 
remain one of the greatest privileges I have been afforded in my lifetime.  I am grateful to 
the residents of Brookhaven, Chamblee, and Sandy Springs for allowing me to serve 
them.  I look forward to serving the citizens of DeKalb County in the new role to which 
you have appointed me. 
 
  Sincerely, 
 
 /s/ Mike Jacobs 
 
cc: Speaker David Ralston 
 

State of Georgia 
Office of the Governor 
Atlanta  30334-0090 

 
May 14, 2015 

 
The Honorable Mike Jacobs 
Representative, District 80 
Georgia House of Representatives 
3522 Ashford Dunwoody Road, #430 
Brookhaven, Georgia  30319 
 
Dear Representative Jacobs: 
 
 Thank you for the service you have rendered as the District 80 Representative in 
the Georgia House of Representatives.  I appreciate you taking the time to apprise me of 
your resignation, effective today at 11:59 p.m. 
 
 Your resignation as the Representative for District 80 is hereby accepted, and I 
wish you all the best.  Again, thank you for your service to the State of Georgia. 
 
  Sincerely, 
 
 /s/ Nathan Deal 
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ND:rb 
 

cc: The Honorable Brian Kemp, Secretary of State 
 The Honorable David Ralston, Speaker, Georgia House of Representatives 
 

House of Representatives 
State Capitol, Room 218 
Atlanta, Georgia  30334 

 
May 14, 2015 
 

The Honorable Nathan Deal 
Governor, State of Georgia 
State Capitol 
Atlanta, Georgia  30334 
 

Dear Governor Deal, 
 

I offer this letter as the resignation of my office as a member of the Georgia House of 
Representatives for District 155, effective Thursday, May 14, 2015 at 11:59 p.m.  I have 
enjoyed serving the citizens of Georgia, and it has been an honor to represent the great 
citizens of my district. 
 

It has been a great pleasure to serve with you, your team, and the many other hard 
working public officials and staff.  Thank you for your leadership, for all your support, 
and your service to this great state. 
 

 Sincerely, 
 

/s/ Jay Roberts 
 State Representative 
 District 155 
 

JR/ap 
 

cc:  Speaker David Ralston 
  Brian Kemp, Secretary of State 
  Fiscal Office 
 

State of Georgia 
Office of the Governor 
Atlanta  30334-0090 

 

May 14, 2015 
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The Honorable Jay Roberts 
Representative, District 155 
Georgia House of Representatives 
767 Brushy Creek Road 
Ocilla, Georgia  31774 
 
Dear Representative Roberts: 
 
 Thank you for the service you have rendered as the District 155 Representative in 
the Georgia House of Representatives.  I appreciate you taking the time to apprise me of 
your resignation, effective Thursday, May 14, 2015 at 11:59 p.m. 
 
 Your resignation as the Representative for District 155 is hereby accepted, and I 
wish you all the best.  Again, thank you for your service to the State of Georgia. 
 
  Sincerely, 
 
 /s/ Nathan Deal 
   
ND:rb 
 
cc: The Honorable Brian Kemp, Secretary of State 
 The Honorable David Ralston, Speaker, Georgia House of Representatives 
 

THE STATE OF GEORGIA 
EXECUTIVE ORDER 

 
BY THE GOVERNOR: 
 

House District 24 has become vacant due to the resignation of 
Representative Mark Hamilton. 
 
Therefore, pursuant to Article V, Section II, Paragraph VIII of the 
Constitution of the State of Georgia and Section 21-2-544 of the Official 
Code of Georgia Annotated, a writ of election is hereby issued to the 
Secretary of State for a special election to be held on Tuesday, June 16, 
2015, to fill the vacancy in District 24 of the Georgia House of 
Representatives. 
 
This 14th day of May, 2015. 
 

 /s/ Nathan Deal 
  Governor 
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THE STATE OF GEORGIA 
EXECUTIVE ORDER 

 
BY THE GOVERNOR: 
 

House District 48 has become vacant due to the passing of Representative 
Harry Geisinger. 
 
Therefore, pursuant to Article V, Section II, Paragraph VIII of the 
Constitution of the State of Georgia and Section 21-2-544 of the Official 
Code of Georgia Annotated, a writ of election is hereby issued to the 
Secretary of State for a special election to be held on Tuesday, July 14, 
2015, to fill the vacancy in District 48 of the Georgia House of 
Representatives. 
 
This 14th day of May, 2015. 
 

 /s/ Nathan Deal 
  Governor 
 

THE STATE OF GEORGIA 
EXECUTIVE ORDER 

 
BY THE GOVERNOR: 
 

House District 80 has become vacant due to the resignation of 
Representative Mike Jacobs. 
 
Therefore, pursuant to Article V, Section II, Paragraph VIII of the 
Constitution of the State of Georgia and Section 21-2-544 of the Official 
Code of Georgia Annotated, a writ of election is hereby issued to the 
Secretary of State for a special election to be held on Tuesday, July 14, 
2015, to fill the vacancy in District 80 of the Georgia House of 
Representatives. 
 
This 14th day of May, 2015. 
 

 /s/ Nathan Deal 
  Governor 
 

THE STATE OF GEORGIA 
EXECUTIVE ORDER 
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BY THE GOVERNOR: 
 

House District 146 has become vacant due to the resignation of 
Representative Larry O'Neal. 
 
Therefore, pursuant to Article V, Section II, Paragraph VIII of the 
Constitution of the State of Georgia and Section 21-2-544 of the Official 
Code of Georgia Annotated, a writ of election is hereby issued to the 
Secretary of State for a special election to be held on Tuesday, July 14, 
2015, to fill the vacancy in District 146 of the Georgia House of 
Representatives. 
 
This 14th day of May, 2015. 
 

 /s/ Nathan Deal 
  Governor 
 

THE STATE OF GEORGIA 
EXECUTIVE ORDER 

 
BY THE GOVERNOR: 
 

House District 155 has become vacant due to the resignation of 
Representative Jay Roberts. 
 
Therefore, pursuant to Article V, Section II, Paragraph VIII of the 
Constitution of the State of Georgia and Section 21-2-544 of the Official 
Code of Georgia Annotated, a writ of election is hereby issued to the 
Secretary of State for a special election to be held on Tuesday, July 14, 
2015, to fill the vacancy in District 155 of the Georgia House of 
Representatives. 
 
This 14th day of May, 2015. 
 

 /s/ Nathan Deal 
  Governor 
 
MEMO 
 
DATE: 5/18/2015 
 
TO:  MEMBERS OF THE GEORGIA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
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FROM: SPEAKER DAVID RALSTON 
 
Pursuant to House Rule 12, I am hereby appointing the following members to the House 
Committee on Assignments: 
 
Majority Leader Jon Burns 
Rep. Amy Carter 
Rep. Mike Cheokas 
Rep. Sharon Cooper 
Rep. Katie Dempsey 
Rep. Tom Dickson 
Rep. Earl Ehrhart 
Rep. Terry England 
Rep. Rich Golick 
Rep. Matt Hatchett 
Rep. Penny Houston 
Speaker Pro-Tem Jan Jones 
Rep. John Meadows 
Rep. Jay Powell 
Rep. Matt Ramsey 
Rep. Ed Rynders 
Rep. Barbara Sims 
Rep. Lynn Smith 
Rep. Richard Smith 
Rep. Ron Stephens 
Rep. Sam Teasley 
Rep. Bruce Williamson 
 
 The House Committee on Assignments has unanimously approved the attached 
committee assignments for the remainder of 2015 and 2016. 
 
/s/ David Ralston 
 Speaker, Georgia House of Representatives 
 
Agriculture & Consumer Affairs McCall Tom Chairman R 
  Harden Buddy Vice Chairman R 
  Dickey Robert Secretary R 
Total Members - 23 Bentley Patty Member D 
 Burns Jon Member R 
Republicans - 20 Carter Amy Member R 
Democrats - 3 Cooke Kevin Member R 
 Dukes Winfred Member D 
 Dunahoo Emory Member R 
  England Terry Member R 
  Epps Bubber Member R 
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  Holmes Susan Member R 
  Jasperse Rick Member R 
  Kaiser Margaret Member D 
  Kirby Tom Member R 
  LaRiccia Dominic Member R 
  Quick Regina Member R 
  Rutledge Dale Member R 
  Tankersley Jan Member R 
  Taylor Darlene Member R 
  Turner Scot Member R 
  Watson Sam Member R 
  Williams Chuck Member R 
 
Appropriations England Terry Chairman R 
  Nimmer Chad Vice-Chair R 
  Rynders Ed Secretary R 
Total Members - 85 Welch Andy Chair of Subcommittee R 
 Carter Amy Chair of Subcommittee R 
Republicans - 71 Dempsey Katie Chair of Subcommittee R 
Democrats - 16 Dickson Tom Chair of Subcommittee R 
Ex-Officio - 2 Ehrhart Earl Chair of Subcommittee R 
 Houston Penny Chair of Subcommittee R 
 Parrish Butch Chair of Subcommittee R 
  Peake Allen Ex-Officio R 
  Powell Jay Ex-Officio R 
          
   Economic Development   
  Houston Penny Chairman R 
  Efstration Chuck Vice-Chairman R 
  Cooke Kevin Member R 
  Dudgeon Mike Member R 
  Greene Gerald Member R 
  Mayo Rahn Member D 
  Peake Allen Member R 
  Shaw Jason Member R 
  Tankersley Jan Member R 
  Watson Sam Member R 
  Republicans (9)       
  Democrats (1)       
  Total - 10       
          
  Education   
 Dickson Tom Chairman R 
  Clark Valerie Vice-Chairman R 
  Casas David Member R 
  Coleman Brooks Member R 
  Glanton Mike Member D 
  Jones Jan Member R 
  Jasperse Rick Member R 
  Kaiser Margaret Member D 
  Lumsden Eddie Member R 
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  Maxwell Howard Member R 
  Tanner Kevin Member R 
          
  Republicans (9)       
  Democrats (2)       
  Total - 11       
     
  General Government   
  Carter Amy Chairman R 
  Dickey Robert Vice-Chairman R 
  Abrams Stacey Member D 
  Allison Stephen Member R 
  Barr Tim Member R 
  Bryant Bob Member D 
  Hatchett Matt Member R 
  Martin Chuck Member R 
  Parsons Don Member R 
  Pruett Jimmy Member R 
  Smith Lynn Member R 
          
  Republicans (9)       
  Democrats (2)       
  Total - 11       

          
  Health   
  Parrish Butch Chairman R 
  Harbin Ben Vice-Chairman R 
 Dollar Matt Member R 
  Gardner Pat Member D 
  Hawkins Lee Member R 
  Hugley Carolyn Member D 
  Quick Regina Member R 
  Sims Barbara Member R 
  Stephens Ron Member R 
  Strickland Brian Member R 
  Taylor Darlene Member R 
          
  Republicans (9)       
  Democrats (2)       
  Total - 11       
          
  Higher Education   
  Ehrhart Earl Chairman R 
 Williams Chuck Vice-Chairman R 
  Battles Paul Member R 
  Burns Jon Member R 
  Cheokas Mike Member R 
  Golick Rich Member R 
  Jones Sheila Member D 
  Nix Randy Member R 
  Rice Tom Member R 
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  Rogers Carl Member R 
  Setzler Ed Member R 
  Smith Richard Member R 
  Smyre Calvin Member D 
  Yates John Member R 
          
  Republicans (12)     
  Democrats (2)       
  Total - 14       
          
  Human Resources   
  Dempsey Katie Chairman R 
  Broadrick Bruce Vice-Chairman R 
  Benton Tommy Member R 
 Brockway Buzz Member R 
  Epps Bubber Member R 
  Harden Buddy Member R 
  Henson Michele Member D 
  Howard Henry "Wayne" Member D 
  Kirby Tom Member R 
  Morris Greg Member R 
  Oliver Mary Margaret Member D 
  Taylor Tom Member R 
          
  Republicans (9)       
  Democrats (3)       
  Total - 12       

          
  Public Safety   
  Welch Andy Chairman R 
  Hightower Dusty Vice-Chairman R 
  Atwood Alex Member R 
  Ballinger Mandi Member R 
 Caldwell Johnnie Member R 
 Coomer Christian Member R 
  Evans Stacey Member D 
  Greene Gerald Member R 
  Hitchens Bill Member R 
  Powell Alan Member R 
  Ramsey Matt Member R 
  Rogers Terry Member R 
 Weldon Tom Member R 
  Willard Wendell Member R 
  Williams Al Member D 
          
  Republicans (13)     
  Democrats (2)       
  Total - 15       

 

Banks and Banking Morris Greg Chairman R 
  Strickland Brian Vice-Chairman R 
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  Nix Randy Secretary R 
Total Members - 26 Caldwell Johnnie Member R 
  Coomer Christian Member R 
Republicans - 19 Dawkins-Haigler Dee Member D 
Democrats - 7 Deffenbaugh John  Member R 
 Dickey Robert Member R 
 Douglas Demetrius Member D 
 Dunahoo Emory Member R 
  Duncan Geoff Member R 
  Ehrhart Earl Member R 
  Fludd Virgil Member D 
  Frazier Gloria Member D 
  Harden Buddy Member R 
  Houston Penny Member R 
  Jordan Darryl Member D 
  Kelley Trey Member R 
  Knight David Member R 
  Marin Pedro Member D 
  Parrish Butch Member R 
  Rhodes Trey Member R 
  Smith Earnest Member D 
  Teasley Sam Member R 
  Weldon Tom Member R 
  Williamson Bruce Member R 
 
Budget and Fiscal Affairs Oversight Martin Chuck Chairman R 
  Harrell Brett Vice-Chair R 
  Ballinger Mandi Secretary R 
Total Members - 16 Caldwell Michael Member R 
  Cheokas Mike Member R 
Republicans - 9 Frazier Gloria Member D 
Democrats - 7 Frye Spencer Member D 
 Gasaway Dan Member R 
 Houston Penny Member R 
 Jones LaDawn Member D 
  Jordan Darryl Member D 
 Lumsden Eddie Member R 
  Tarvin Steve Member R 
  Thomas Erica Member D 
  Wilkerson David Member D 
  Williams Coach Member D 
 
Code Revision                        Greene Gerald Chairman R 
  Gravley Micah Vice-Chairman R 
  Pak BJ Secretary R 
Total Members - 16 Alexander Kimberly Member D 
 Barr Timothy Member R 
Republicans - 10 Bennett Karen Member D 
Democrats - 6 Caldwell Michael Member R 
 Casas David Member R 
  Kelley Trey Member R 
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  Mabra Ronnie Member D 
 Morris Greg Member R 
  Smith Michael Member D 
  Stephenson Pam Member D 
  Stovall Valencia Member D 
  Welch Andy Member R 
  Weldon Tom Member R 
 
Defense & Veterans Affairs Yates John Chairman R 
  Hitchens Bill Vice-Chair R 
  Pezold John Secretary R 
Total Members - 15 Anderson Tonya Member D 
 Clark David Member R 
Republicans - 9 Clark Heath Member R 
Democrats - 6 Deffenbaugh John Member R 
 Ealum Darrel Member D 
 Efstration Chuck Member R 
  Glanton Mike Member D 
  Holcomb Scott Member D 
  Prince Brian Member D 
 Rogers Terry Member R 
  Smith Earnest Member D 
  Tarvin Steve Member R 
 
Economic Development & Tourism Stephens Ron Chairman R 
  Rogers Terry Vice-Chairman R 
  Sims Barbara Secretary R 
Total Members - 33 Battles Paul Member R 
 Belton Dave Member R 
Republicans - 25 Bennett Karen Member D 
Democrats - 9 Brockway Buzz Member R 
 Bryant Bob Member D 
 Burns Jon Member R 
 Caldwell Michael Member R 
  Dempsey Katie Member R 
  Dickson Tom Member R 
 Dukes Winfred Member D 
  Floyd Hugh Member D 
  Gordon J. Craig Member D 
  Gravley Micah Member R 
  Greene Gerald Member R 
  Hatchett Matt Member R 
  Henson Michele Member D 
  Hitchens Bill Member R 
  Holmes Susan Member R 
  Houston Penny Member R 
  Marin Pedro Member D 
  Nix Randy Member R 
  Parrish Butch Member R 
  Pruett Jimmy Member R 
  Rakestraw Paulette Member R 
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  Rhodes Trey Member R 
  Shaw Jason Member R 
  Strickland Brian Member R 
  Taylor Tom Member R 
  Thomas Able Mable Member D 
  Wilkinson Joe Member R 
  Williams Al Member D 
 
Education Coleman Brooks Chairman R 
  Dudgeon Mike Vice-Chairman R 
  Benton Tommy Secretary R 
Total Members - 25 Belton Dave Member R 
 Beskin Beth Member R 
Republicans - 18 Cantrell Wes Member R 
Democrats - 7 Carter Amy Member R 
 Casas David Member R 
  Chandler Joyce Member R 
  Clark Valerie Member R 
  Dickerson Pam Member D 
  Dickson Tom Member R 
  England Terry Member R 
  Floyd Hugh Member D 
  Glanton Mike Member D 
  Howard Henry "Wayne" Member D 
  Jones Jan Member R 
  Kaiser Margaret Member D 
  Maxwell Howard Member R 
  Mayo Rahn Member D 
  Nix Randy Member R 
  Setzler Edward Member R 
  Stovall Valencia Member D 
  Tanner Kevin Member R 
  Teasley Sam Member R 
 
Energy, Utilities & 

Telecommunications 

Parsons Don Chairman R 

  Carson John Vice-Chairman R 
  Dudgeon Mike Secretary R 
Total Members - 20 Allison Stephen Member R 
 Dempsey Katie Member R 
Republicans - 16 Dickey Robert Member R 
Democrats - 4 Dollar Matt Member R 
 Drenner Karla Member D 
  Frazier Gloria Member D 
  Harbin Ben Member R 
  Hatchett Matt Member R 
  Holmes Susan Member R 
  Kelley Trey Member R 
 Martin Chuck Member R 
  Raffensperger Brad Member R 
  Smith Earnest Member D 
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  Stover David Member R 
  Teasley Sam Member R 
  Williams Coach Member D 
  Williamson Bruce Member R 

 

Ethics Wilkinson Joe Chairman R 
  Abrams Stacey Member D 
  Fludd Virgil Member D 
Total Members - 11 Gardner Pat Member D 
 Hatchett Matt Member R 
Republicans - 7 Hugley Carolyn Member D 
Democrats - 4 Jones Jan Member R 
  Burns Jon Member R 
  Ramsey Matt Member R 
  Teasley Sam Member R 
  Willard Wendell Member R 
 
Game, Fish & Parks Knight David Chairman R 
  Broadrick Bruce Vice-Chairman R 
  Pruett Jimmy Secretary R 
Total Members - 18 Beasley-Teague Sharon Member D 
 Bruce Roger Member D 
Republicans - 13 Corbett John Member R 
Democrats - 5 Dickerson Pam Member D 
  Dunahoo Emory Member R 
  Ehrhart Earl Member R 
  LaRiccia Dominic Member R 
  McCall Tom Member R 
  Meadows John Member R 
  Nimmer Chad Member R 
  Shaw Jason Member R 
 Smith Earnest Member D 
  Spencer Jason Member R 
  Tarvin Steve Member R 
  Williams Al Member D 
 
Governmental Affairs Rynders Ed  Chairman R 
  Brockway Buzz Vice-Chairman R 
  Taylor Darlene Secretary R 
Total Members - 17 Carter Amy Member R 
 Fleming Barry Member R 
Republicans - 12 Floyd Hugh Member D 
Democrats - 4 Hightower Dustin Member R 
Independents - 1 Kidd E. Culver "Rusty" Member I 
  Lumsden Eddie Member R 
  Mabra Ronnie Member D 
  Meadows John Member R 
  Mosby Howard Member D 
  Oliver Mary Margaret Member D 
 Powell Alan Member R 
  Powell Jay Member R 
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  Taylor Tom Member R 
  Williamson Bruce Member R 
 
Health & Human Services Cooper Sharon Chairman R 
  Hawkins Lee Vice-Chairman R 
  Rynders Ed Secretary R 
Total Members - 38 Barr Timothy Member R 
  Bennett Karen Member D 
Republicans - 21 Beverly James Member D 
Democrats - 16 Broadrick Bruce Member R 
Independent - 1 Cheokas Mike Member R 
  Clark Valerie Member R 
 Dempsey Katie Member R 
  Douglas Demetrius Member D 
  Drenner Karla Member D 
  Frye Spencer Member D 
  Gordon J. Craig Member D 
  Harden Buddy Member R 
  Hatchett Matt Member R 
  Henson Michele Member D 
  Howard Henry "Wayne" Member D 
  Jasperse Rick Member R 
  Jones Sheila Member D 
  Kaiser Margaret Member D 
  Kelley Trey Member R 
  Kidd E. Culver "Rusty" Member I 
  Mitchell Billy Member D 
  Mosby Howard Member D 
  Pak BJ Member R 
  Parsons Don Member R 
  Peake Allen Member R 
  Petrea Jesse Member R 
  Pezold John Member R 
  Pruett Jimmy Member R 
  Randall Nikki Member D 
  Rogers Carl Member R 
  Sharper Dexter Member D 
  Sims Barbara Member R 
  Stephens Mickey Member D 
  Stephenson Pam Member D 
  Wilkinson Joe Member R 
 
Higher Education Rogers Carl Chairman R 
  Williams Chuck Vice-Chairman R 
  Kelley Trey Secretary R 
Total Members - 18 Bentley Patty Member D 
Republicans - 13 Casas David Member R 
Democrats -  5 Carter Amy Member R 
 Chandler Joyce Member R 
  Dempsey Katie Member R 
  Dickey Robert Member R 
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  Ehrhart Earl Member R 
  Gardner Pat Member D 
  Gasaway Dan Member R 
  Holcomb Scott Member D 
  Knight David Member R 
  Mabra Ronnie Member D 
  Pezold John Member R 
  Ramsey Matt Member R 
  Smyre Calvin Member D 
 
Human Relations & Aging Benton Tommy Chairman R 
  Kirby Tom Vice-Chairman R 
  Gasaway Dan Secretary R 
Total Members - 15 Bell Simone Member D 
 Beasley-Teague Sharon Member D 
Republicans - 8 Bruce Roger Member D 
Democrats - 7 Clark Valerie Member R 
  Dawkins-Haigler Dee Member D 
  Ealum Darrell Member D 
  Frye Spencer Member D 
 Jasperse Rick Member R 
  Petrea Jesse Member R 
  Rogers Terry Member R 
  Scott Sandra Member D 
 Spencer Jason Member R 
 
Industry and Labor Shaw Jason Chairman R 
  Nimmer Chad Vice-Chairman R 
  Kirby Tom Secretary R 
Total Members - 15 Broadrick Bruce Member R 
 Bryant Bob Member D 
Republicans - 10 Dawkins-Haigler Dee Member D 
Democrats - 5 England Terry Member R 
  Fleming Barry Member R 
  Floyd  Hugh Member D 
  Marin Pedro Member D 
  Meadows John Member R 
  McClain Dewey Member D 
 Pruett Jimmy Member R 
  Strickland Brian Member R 
  Werkheiser Bill Member R 
 
Information and Audits Cheokas Mike Chairman R 
  Duncan Geoff Vice-Chairman R 
  Dunahoo Emory Secretary R 
Total Members - 9               Ballinger Mandi Member R 
 Randall Nikki Member D 
Republicans - 6 Sharper Dexter Member D 
Democrats - 3 Trammell Bob Member D 
  Werkheiser Bob Member R 
  Williams Chuck Member R 
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Insurance Smith Richard Chairman R 
  Caldwell Johnnie Vice-Chairman R 
  Carson John Secretary R 
Total Members - 28         Atwood Alex Member R 
 Brockway Buzz Member R 
Republicans - 24 Cheokas Mike Member R 
Democrats - 4 Dollar Matt Member R 
  Efstration Chuck Member R 
  Epps Bubber Member R 
  Gasaway Dan Member R 
  Golick Richard Member R 
  Harbin Ben Member R 
  Hawkins Lee Member R 
 Hugley Carolyn Member D 
  Lumsden Eddie Member R 
  Maxwell Howard Member R 
  Mayo Rahn Member D 
 Meadows John Member R 
  Randall Nikki Member D 
  Reeves Bert Member R 
  Rogers Carl Member R 
  Shaw Jason Member R 
  Stephens Mickey Member D 
  Tarvin Steve Member R 
  Taylor Darlene Member R 
  Teasley Sam Member R 
  Wilkinson Joe Member R 
  Williamson Bruce Member R 
 
Interstate Cooperation Dollar Matt Chairman R 
  Cooke Kevin Vice-Chairman R 
  Duncan Geoff Secretary R 
Total Members - 11 Belton Dave Member R 
 Evans Stacey Member D 
Republicans - 6 Jones Jeff Member R 
Democrats - 5 Kendrick Dar'shun Member D 
  McClain Dewey Member D 
  Reeves Bert Member R 
 Stovall Valencia Member D 
  Waites Keisha Member D 
 
Intragovernmental Coordination Tankersley Jan Chairman R 
  Carson John Vice-Chairman R 
  Tanner Kevin Secretary R 
Total Members - 15  Alexander Kimberly Member D 
 Anderson Tonya Member D 
Republicans - 9 Bell Simone Member D 
Democrats - 6 Bentley Patty Member D 
  Broadrick Bruce Member R 
  Coleman Brooks Member R 
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  Corbett John Member R 
  Douglas Demetrius Member D 
  Raffensperger Brad Member R 
  Rynders Ed Member R 
  Stephenson Pam Member D 
  Strickland Brian Member R 
 
Juvenile Justice Weldon Tom Chairman R 
  Ballinger Mandi Vice-Chairman R 
  Rakestraw Paulette Secretary R 
Total Members - 26 Allison Stephen Member R 
 Atwood Alex Member R 
Republicans - 14 Bell Simone Member D 
Democrats - 12 Cantrell Wes Member R 
  Chandler Joyce Member R 
  Coomer Christian Member R 
  Dickerson Pamela Member D 
 Efstration Chuck Member R 
 Evans Stacey Member D 
 Holcomb Scott Member D 
  Howard Henry "Wayne" Member D 
  Jones Sheila Member D 
  Kendrick Dar'Shun Member D 
  Oliver Mary Margaret Member D 
  Quick Regina Member R 
  Raffensperger Brad Member R 
  Sharper Dexter Member D 
  Spencer Jason Member R 
  Thomas Erica Member D 
  Waites Keisha Member D 
  Watson Sam Member R 
  Welch Andy Member R 
  Wilkerson David Member D 
 
Judiciary Willard Wendell Chairman R 
  Fleming Barry Vice-Chairman R 
  Allison Stephen Secretary R 
Total Members - 18 Beskin Beth Member R 
 Bruce Roger Member D 
Republicans - 10 Caldwell Johnnie Member R 
Democrats - 6 Evans Stacey Member D 
Ex-Officio - 2 R Golick Rich Ex-Officio R 
  Jones LaDawn Member D 
  Kelley Trey Member R 
  Mabra Ronnie Member D 
  Oliver Mary Margaret Member D 
  Powell Jay Member R 
 Rutledge Dale Member R 
  Stephenson Pam Member D 
  Welch Andy Member R 
  Weldon Tom Member R 
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  Wilkinson Joe Ex-Officio R 
 
Judiciary Non-Civil Golick Rich Chairman R 
  Pak BJ Vice-Chairman R 
  Hightower Dusty Secretary R 
Total Members - 18 Abrams Stacey Member D 
 Atwood Alex Member R 
Republicans - 12 Ballinger Mandi Member R 
Democrats - 5 Coomer Christian Member R 
Ex-Officio - 1 Cooper Sharon Member R 
  Dickerson Pam Member D 
  Gravley Micah Member R 
  Kendrick Dar'shun Member D 
  Ramsey Matt Member R 
  Randall Nikki Member D 
 Reeves Bert Member R 
  Setzler Ed Member R 
  Strickland Brian Member R 
  Trammell Bob Member D 
  Willard Wendell Ex-Officio R 
 
Legislative and Congressional Nix Randy Chairman R 
Reapportionment Holmes Susan Vice-Chairman R 
  Rynders Ed Secretary R 
  Alexander Kimberly Member D 
Total Members - 21 Beasley-Teague Sharon Member D 
 Cooke Kevin Member R 
Republicans - 13 Dickerson Pam Member D 
Democrats - 8 Dickson Tom Member R 
  Dollar Matt Member R 
  Efstration Chuck Member R 
  Ehrhart Earl Member R 
  Jackson Mack Member D 
  Jones Jan Member R 
 Mayo Rahn Member D 
  Scott Sandra Member D 
  Setzler Ed Member R 
  Smith Lynn Member R 
  Smith Richard Member R 
 Stephens Mickey Member D 
  Thomas Able Mable Member D 
  Yates John Member R 
 
MARTOC Taylor Tom Chairman R 
  Beskin Beth Member R 
                                              (Gov Appt) Glanton Mike Member D 
                                              (Gov Appt) Mitchell Billy Member D 
                          (State Planning Chair) Pruett Jimmy Member R 
                                              (Gov Appt) VACANT   Member R 
                     (Ways and Means Chair) Powell Jay Member R 
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Motor Vehicles Rice Tom Chairman R 
  Tanner Kevin Vice-Chairman R 
  Battles Paul Secretary R 
Total Members - 16 Alexander Kimberly Member D 
 Barr Timothy Member R 
Republicans - 10 Caldwell Johnnie Member R 
Democrats - 6 Douglas Demetrius Member D 
 Epps Bubber Member R 
  Howard Wayne Member D 
  Jones Jeff Member R 
  Jordan Darryl Member D 
  Powell Alan Member R 
  Prince Brian Member D 
  Stover David Member R 
  Trammell Bob Member D 
  Yates John Member R 
 
Natural Resources & Environment Smith Lynn Chairman R 
  Harden Buddy Vice-Chairman R 
  Watson Sam Secretary R 
Total Members - 23 Barr Timothy Member R 
 Buckner Debbie Member D 
Republicans - 19 Coleman Brooks Member R 
Democrats - 4 Corbett John Member R 
  Dickey Robert Member R 
 Drenner Karla Member D 
 England Terry Member R 
 Epps Bubber Member R 
  Gardner Pat Member D 
 Gasaway Dan Member R 
 Jones Jeff Member R 
 McCall Tom Member R 
  Morris Greg Member R 
  Nimmer Chad Member R 
  Nix Randy Member R 
  Smith Richard Member R 
  Tankersley Jan Member R 
  Tanner Kevin Member R 
  Thomas Able Mable Member D 
  Williams Chuck Member R 
 
Public Safety & Homeland Security Powell Alan Chairman R 
  Taylor Darlene Vice-Chairman R 
  Atwood Alex Secretary R 
Total Members - 17 Clark Heath Member R 
 Cooke Kevin Member R 
Republicans - 12 Frazier Gloria Member D 
Democrats - 5 Glanton Mike Member D 
  Gravley Micah Member R 
  Greene Gerald Member R 
  Hightower Dusty Member R 
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  Hitchens Bill Member R 
  Holcomb Scott Member D 
  Jackson Mack Member D 
  Jasperse Rick Member R 
  Lumsden Eddie Member R 
 Petrea Jesse Member R 
  Waites Keishea Member D 
 
Regulated Industries Maxwell Howard Chairman R 
  Harrell Brett Vice-Chairman R 
  Dickson Tom Secretary R 
Total Members - 23 Anderson Tonya Member D 
 Bennett Karen Member D 
Republicans - 18 Chandler Joyce Member R 
Democrats - 5 Cooke Kevin Member R 
 Cooper Sharon Member R 
  Deffenbaugh John Member R 
  Fludd Virgil Member D 
  Golick Rich Member R 
  Hawkins Lee Member R 
  Jones Jan Member R 
  Martin Chuck Member R 
  Mitchell Billy Member D 
  Powell Alan Member R 
  Rakestraw Paulette Member R 
  Ramsey Matt Member R 
  Rogers Terry Member R 
  Rutledge Dale Member R 
  Stephens Mickey Member D 
  Taylor Tom Member R 
  Welch Andy Member R 
 
Retirement Battles Paul Chairman R 
  Kirby Tom Vice-Chairman R 
  Weldon Tom Secretary R 
Total Members - 15                     Bentley Patty Member D 
 Benton Tommy Member R 
Republicans - 9 Beverly James Member D 
Democrats- 6 Buckner Debbie Member D 
  Coleman Brooks Member R 
  Coomer Christian Member R 
  Gordon J. Craig Member D 
  Greene Gerald Member R 
  Maxwell Howard Member R 
  Meadows John Member R 
  Wilkerson David Member D 
  Williams Coach Member D 
 
Rules Meadows John Chairman R 
  Peake Allen Vice-Chairman R 
  Smith Richard Secretary R 
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Total Members - 37                  Abrams Stacy Ex-Officio D 
 Ballinger Mandi Member R 
Republicans - 30 Benton Tommy Member R 
Democrats - 7 Burns Jon Member R 
  Cooper Sharon Member R 
  Dempsey Katie Member R 
  Dickson Tom Member R 
  Drenner Karla Member D 
  Ehrhart Earl Member R 
  Evans Stacey Member D 
  Fleming Barry Member R 
  Golick Rich  Member R 
  Greene Gerald Member R 
  Hatchett Matt Member R 
  Hugley Carolyn Member D 
  Jackson Mack Member D 
  Jones Jan Member R 
  Knight David Member R 
  Morris Greg Member R 
  Parrish Butch Member R 
  Powell Alan Member R 
  Powell Jay Member R 
  Ramsey Matt Member R 
  Rice Tom Member R 
  Rogers Carl  Member R 
  Rogers Terry Member R 
  Setzler Edward Member R 
  Sims Barbara Member R 
  Smith Lynn Member R 
  Smyre Calvin Member D 
  Stephens Ron Member R 
  Weldon Tom Member R 
  Willard Wendell Member R 
  Williams Al Member D 
 
Science and Technology Setzler Ed Chairman R 
  Rakestraw Paulette Vice-Chairman R 
  Stover David Secretary R 
Total Members - 20 Clark Heath Member R 
 Dawkins-Haigler Dee Member D 
Republicans - 10 Dudgeon Mike Member R 
Democrats - 9 Duncan Geoff Member R 
Independents - 1 Frye Spencer Member D 
  Kidd E. Culver "Rusty" Member I 
  Marin Pedro Member D 
  Martin Chuck Member R 
  Oliver Mary Margaret Member D 
  Scott Sandra Member D 
  Sims Barbara Member R 
  Smith Michael Member D 
  Spencer Jason Member R 
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  Thomas Able Mable Member D 
  Thomas Erica Member D 
 Turner Scot Member R 
  Wilkerson David Member D 
 
Small Business Development Epps Bubber Chairman R 
  Deffenbaugh John Vice-Chairman R 
  Harden Buddy Secretary R 
Total Members - 26      Beverly James Member D 
 Bruce Roger Member D 
Republicans - 16 Cantrell Wes Member R 
Democrats - 10 Carter Amy Member R 
  Clark David Member R 
  Drenner Karla Member D 
  Dudgeon Mike Member R 
  Fludd Virgil Member D 
  Henson Michele Member D 
  Jackson Mack Member D 
  Jones LaDawn Member D 
  Kendrick Dar'Shun Member D 
  Kirby Tom Member R 
  Knight David Member R 
 Peake Allen Member R 
 Pezold John Member R 
  Powell Alan Member R 
  Rakestraw Paulette Member R 
  Sharper Dexter Member D 
  Shaw Jason Member R 
  Stover David Member R 
  Stovall Valencia Member D 
 Tarvin Steve Member R 
 
Special Rules Jasperse Rick Chairman R 
  Watson Sam Vice-Chairman R 
  Spencer Jason Secretary R 
Total Members - 20 Allison Stephen Member R 
 Anderson Tonya Member D 
Republicans - 12 Beverly James Member D 
Democrats - 8 Dukes Winfred Member D 
  Gordon J. Craig Member D 
  Hightower Dusty Member R 
  Holmes Susan Member R 
  Kirby Tom Member R 
  LaRiccia Dominic Member R 
  Prince Brian Member D 
  Rakestraw Paulette Member R 
  Rhodes Trey Member R 
  Scott Scott Member D 
 Smith Michael Member D 
 Tanner Kevin Member R 
  Turner Scot Member R 
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  Waites Keisha Member D 
 
State Properties Sims Barbara Chairman R 
  Dunahoo Emory Vice-Chairman R 
  Greene Gerald Secretary R 
Total Members - 13 Buckner Debbie Member D 
 Burns Jon Member R 
Republicans - 8 Cheokas Mike Member R 
Democrats - 4 Clark David Member R 
Independents - 1 Ealum Darrel Member D 
  Jones LaDawn Member D 
  Kidd E. Culver "Rusty" Member I 
  Lumsden Eddie Member R 
  Smith Michael Member D 
  Werkheiser Bill Member R 
 
State Planning & Community Affairs Pruett Jimmy Chairman R 
  Rogers Terry Vice-Chairman R 
Total Members - 13 Quick Regina Secretary R 
 Bell Simone Member D 
Republicans - 7 Beskin Beth Member R 
Democrats - 6 Caldwell Michael Member R 
  Cooke Kevin Member R 
  Dickerson Pam Member D 
  Dukes Winfred Member D 
  Jackson Mack Member D 
  McClain Dewey Member D 
  Turner Scot Member R 
  Williams Coach Member D 
 
Transportation Coomer Christian Chairman R 
  Clark Valerie Vice-Chairman R 
Total Members - 25 Epps Bubber Secretary R 
 Ballinger Mandy Member R 
Republicans - 18 Benton Tommy Member R 
Democrats - 7 Bryant Bob Member D 
 Burns Jon Member R 
  Carson John Member R 
  Deffenbaugh John Member R 
  Dempsey Katie Member R 
  Gardner Pat Member D 
  Harrell Brett Member R 
  Jacobs Mike Member R 
  Jones Sheila Member D 
  Jordan Darryl Member D 
  McCall Tom Member R 
  Nimmer Chad Member R 
  Prince Brian Member D 
  Rutledge Dale Member R 
 Rynders Ed Member R 
  Setzler Ed Member R 
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  Sims Barbara Member R 
  Waites Keishea Member D 
  Watson Sam Member R 
  Williams Al Member D 
 
Ways & Means Powell Jay Chairman R 
  Peake Allen Vice-Chairman R 
Total Members - 29 Harrell Brett Secretary R 
 Abrams Stacy Member D 
Republicans - 20                      Battles Paul Member R 
Democrats - 7 Beasley-Teague Sharon Member D 
Ex-Officio - 2 Bryant Bob Member D 
  Buckner Debbie Member D 
  Carson John Member R 
  Duncan Geoff Member R 
  England Terry Ex-Officio R 
  Fludd Virgil Member D 
  Harbin Ben Member R 
  Houston Penny Member R 
 Kelley Trey Member R 
 Knight David Member R 
 Martin Chuck Member R 
  Mosby Howard Member D 
  Pak BJ Member R 
  Parsons Don Member R 
  Ramsey Matt Member R 
  Rice Tom Member R 
  Rutledge Dale Member R 
  Rynders Ed Ex-Officio R 
  Stephens Mickey Member D 
  Stephens Ron Member R 
  Teasley Sam Member R 
  Willard Wendell Member R 
  Williamson Bruce Member R 
          
*****Speaker, Speaker Pro Tem, 
Majority Leader and Majority Whip are 
ex officio members of all standing 
committees and subcommittees of the 
House. 

        

 
State of Georgia 

Office of the Governor 
Atlanta 30334-0090 

 
June 23, 2015 

 
Mr. Bill Reilly 
Clerk of the House 
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Georgia House of Representatives 
309 State Capitol 
Atlanta, Georgia  30334 
 
Dear Mr. Clerk: 
 
 Please accept this letter as formal notification of my selection of the Honorable 
Allen Peake to succeed the Honorable Christian Coomer as one of my Floor Leaders in 
the Georgia House of Representatives.  Please afford him all due rights and compensation 
in accordance with this position, effective immediately. 
 
 If I can be of further service, please do not hesitate to contact me. 
 
  Sincerely, 
 
 /s/ Nathan Deal 
 
ND:rb 
 
cc: The Honorable David Ralston, Speaker of the Georgia House of Representatives 
 Ms. Jennifer Sanders, Legislative Fiscal Officer 
 

House of Representatives 
Coverdell Legislative Office Building, Room 614 

Atlanta, Georgia  30334 
 

The Honorable Nathan Deal 
Governor, State of Georgia 
201 State Capitol 
Atlanta, Georgia  30334 
 
Dear Governor Deal: 
 
It is with regret I am announcing I will resign my seat in the Georgia House of 
Representatives, District 122, on July 7, 2015.  It has been a privilege to serve the state of 
Georgia and my constituents in Columbia County for over 20 years.  I count many of 
these constituents as dear friends and thank them for their support. 
 
During these years at the Capitol I have been witness to good and bad economic times.  
In each of these circumstances, I believe that we have risen to the best of our abilities, 
and held to our state's motto by providing "Wisdom, Justice and Moderation" in all of our 
decisions.  This is the reason Georgia is the best state in the country for business. 
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I am not taking this choice to resign lightly, but I know in my heart that it is the best for 
my family and me.  I will miss my colleagues in the House, and look forward to 
maintaining the long friendships made over these many years. 
 
Thank you for your leadership as Governor, and for the support and respect that you 
provide for each legislator. 
 
May God continue to bless the great state of Georgia. 
 
 Sincerely, 
 
/s/ Ben Harbin 
 Ben L. Harbin 
 Representative, District 122 
 
cc:  Honorable David Ralston, Speaker of the House 
  Honorable Bill Reilly, Clerk of the House 
 

Office of Legislative Counsel 
General Assembly of Georgia 

 

MEMORANDUM 
 

TO:  MEMBERS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
  FROM THE 8TH CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 
 
FROM: WAYNE R. ALLEN, LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL 
 
DATE: JUNE 25, 2015 
 
RE:  CAUCUS TO ELECT 8TH CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 
  STATE TRANSPORTATION BOARD MEMBER 
 
 Pursuant to the provisions of O.C.G.A. Section 32-2-20, the President of the 
Senate and the Speaker of the House have directed me to notify you that a caucus is 
hereby called for the purpose of electing a member to fill the vacancy of the State 
Transportation Board from the 8th Congressional District.  Such caucus will be held at 
the Georgia National Fairgrounds and Agricenter, Conference Room A, Perry, Georgia, 
on Monday, July 6, 2015, at 3:00 P.M. 
 
 Members of the Senate from those senatorial districts embraced or partly 
embraced within the 8th Congressional District are eligible to participate in said caucus.  
Members of the House of Representatives from those representative districts embraced or 
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partly embraced within the 8th Congressional District are eligible to participate in said 
caucus. 
 

State of Georgia 
Office of the Governor 
Atlanta  30334-0090 

 
July 1, 2015 

 
The Honorable Ben Harbin 
Representative, District 122 
Georgia House of Representatives 
4571-A Cox Road 
Evans, Georgia  30809 
 
Dear Representative Harbin: 
 
 Thank you for the service you have rendered as the District 122 Representative in 
the Georgia House of Representatives.  I appreciate you taking the time to apprise me of 
your resignation, effective July 7, 2015. 
 
 Your resignation as the Representative for District 122 is hereby accepted, and I 
wish you all the best.  Again, thank you for your service to the State of Georgia. 
 
  Sincerely, 
 
 /s/ Nathan Deal 
   
ND:rb 
 
cc: The Honorable Brian Kemp, Secretary of State 
 The Honorable David Ralston, Speaker, Georgia House of Representatives 
 Mr. Bill Reilly, Clerk, Georgia House of Representatives 
 

Office of Legislative Counsel 
General Assembly of Georgia 

 
10 July 2015 
 
Honorable Brian P. Kemp 
Secretary of State 
214 State Capitol 
Atlanta, GA  30334 
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Dear Secretary of State Kemp: 
 
Enclosed is a certificate from the Lieutenant Governor and the Speaker of the House of 
Representatives certifying that Honorable Tim Golden was elected as the member of the 
State Transportation Board from the 8th Congressional District.  He will serve for the 
remainder of the term expiring April 15, 2020.  This certificate is furnished to you 
pursuant to the provisions of O.C.G.A. Section 32-2-20. 
 
With all good wishes, I am 
 
 Respectfully, 
 
/s/ Wayne R. Allen 
 WAYNE R. ALLEN 
 Legislative Counsel 
 
WRA:dd 
Enclosures 
 
cc:  Honorable Nathan Deal 
  Honorable Casey Cagle 
  Honorable David Ralston 
  Honorable Tommy Williams 
  Honorable Amy Carter 
  Honorable Tim Golden 
  Honorable Russell McMurry 
  Mr. David Cook 
  Mr. Bill Reilly 
 

Office of Legislative Counsel 
General Assembly of Georgia 

 
TO: HONORABLE BRIAN KEMP 
 SECRETARY OF STATE 
 
 This is to certify that Honorable Tim Golden has been elected, pursuant to 
the provisions of O.C.G.A. Section 32-2-20, as the member of the State Transportation 
Board from the 8th Congressional District to fill the current vacancy for the remainder of 
the term expiring April 15, 2020. 
 
 /s/ Casey Cagle 
  HONORABLE CASEY CAGLE 
  LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR 
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  /s/ David Ralston 
   HONORABLE DAVID RALSTON 
      SPEAKER, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
 

Office of Legislative Counsel 
General Assembly of Georgia 

 
CERTIFICATION OF CAUCUS ELECTION 

 
 Pursuant to the call for a caucus under the provisions of O.C.G.A. Section 
32-2-20, a caucus was held on July 6, 2015 in Conference Room A of the Georgia 
National Fairgrounds and Agricenter.  At that caucus, Honorable Tim Golden was elected 
as the member of the State Transportation Board from the 8th Congressional District to 
fill the remainder of the term expiring April 15, 2020. 
 
  Respectfully submitted, 
 

/s/ Tommie Williams 
  Honorable Tommie Williams 
  Senator, District 19   
  CHAIRMAN 
 
  /s/ Amy A. Carter 
   Honorable Amy Carter  
   Representative, District 175 
   SECRETARY 
 

The State of Georgia 
Office of Secretary of State 

 
I, Brian P. Kemp, Secretary of State of the State of Georgia, do hereby certify that  

the attached one page list the results as shown on the consolidated returns filed in this 
office for the Special Election held on the 14th day of July 2015, in District 48 of the 
State House of Representatives of Fulton County, to fill the vacancy created by the 
Honorable Harry Geisinger.  Having received the majority of the votes cast, Elizabeth 
Clark Price was duly elected to this office. 
 
 In Testimony Whereof, I have hereunto set 

my hand and affixed the seal of my 
office, at the Capitol, in the City of 
Atlanta, this 20th day of July, in the year 
of our Lord Two Thousand and Fifteen 
and of the Independence of the United 
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States of America the Two Hundred and 
Fortieth. 
 
/s/ Brian P. Kemp 

(SEAL)   Secretary of State 
     

Georgia Secretary of State 
Election Report 

 
Special Election Official Results 

 
July 14, 2015 Special Election 

 
State Contest County Choice Votes Votes % 
State Representative, District 48 FULTON JAMES W. "JIMMY" 

JOHNSON (D) 
388 14.61% 

  DAVE MCCLEARY (R) 909 34.24% 
  BETTY PRICE (R) 1,358 51.15% 
  Votes For Seat In County: 2,655  
 Total: JAMES W. "JIMMY" 

JOHNSON (D) 
388 14.61% 

  DAVE MCCLEARY (R) 909 34.24% 
  BETTY PRICE (R) 1,358 51.15% 
  Total Votes For Seat: 2,655  

 
OFFICIAL OATH OF GEORGIA STATE REPRESENTATIVE 

 
HOUSE DISTRICT 48 

GEORGIA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
 
I do solemnly swear or affirm that I will support the Constitution of this State and of the 
United States and, on all questions and measures which may come before me, I will so 
conduct myself as will, in my judgment, be most conducive to the interests and prosperity 
of this state. 
 
I further swear or affirm that I am not the holder of any unaccounted for public money 
due this state or any political subdivision or authority thereof, that I am not the holder of 
any office of trust under the government of the United States, any other state, or any 
foreign state, that I have been a resident of my district for the time required by the 
Constitution and the laws of this state, and that I am otherwise qualified to hold said 
office according to the Constitution and laws of Georgia. 
 
SO HELP ME GOD. 
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LOYALTY OATH 
 

I am a citizen of the State of Georgia and a member of the General Assembly and the 
recipient of public funds for services rendered as such officer and I do hereby solemnly 
swear and affirm that I will support the Constitution of the United States and the 
Constitution of Georgia. 
 
SO HELP ME GOD. 
 
  /s/ Elizabeth Clark Price 
   STATE REPRESENTATIVE 
 
Sworn to and subscribed before me, 
 
This 20th day of July, 2015. 
 
/s/ Tom Campbell 
 Judge, Superior Court of Fulton County 
 

The State of Georgia 
Office of Secretary of State 

 

I, Brian P. Kemp, Secretary of State of the State of Georgia, do hereby certify that  
the attached two pages list the results as shown on the consolidated returns on file in this 
office for the Special Election Runoff held on the 14th day of July, 2015, in District 24 
State Representative in Forsyth County and District 55 State Representative in Fulton 
County to fill the vacancies.   
 
Having received the majority of the votes cast, Sheri Small Gilligan was duly elected to 
House District 24 and Marie Robinson Metze was duly elected to House District 55. 
 
 In Testimony Whereof, I have hereunto set 

my hand and affixed the seal of my 
office, at the Capitol, in the City of 
Atlanta, this 20th day of July, in the year 
of our Lord Two Thousand and Fifteen 
and of the Independence of the United 
States of America the Two Hundred and 
Fortieth. 
 
/s/ Brian P. Kemp 

(SEAL)   Secretary of State 
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Georgia Secretary of State 
Election Report 

 
Special Election Runoff Official Results 

 
July 14, 2015 Special Election Runoff 

 
State Contest County Choice Votes Votes % 
State Representative, District 24 FORSYTH SHERI SMALLWOOD 

GILLIGAN (R) 
2,858 75.11% 

  DAVID M. VAN SANT 
(R) 

947 24.89% 

  Votes For Seat In County: 3,805  
 Total: SHERI SMALLWOOD 

GILLIGAN (R) 
2,858 75.11% 

  DAVID M. VAN SANT 
(R) 

947 24.89% 

  Total Votes For Seat: 3,805  

 
Georgia Secretary of State 

Election Report 
 

Special Election Runoff Official Results 
 

July 14, 2015 Special Election Runoff 
 

State Contest County Choice Votes Votes % 
State Representative, District 55 FULTON MARIE ROBINSON 

METZE (D) 
1,421 58.21% 

  SHELITHA RENEE 
ROBERTSON (D) 

1,020 41.79% 

  Votes For Seat In County: 2,441  
 Total: MARIE ROBINSON 

METZE (D) 
1,421 58.21% 

  SHELITHA RENEE 
ROBERTSON (D) 

1,020 41.79% 

  Total Votes For Seat: 2,441  

 
OFFICIAL OATH OF GEORGIA STATE REPRESENTATIVE 

 
HOUSE DISTRICT 55 

GEORGIA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
 
I do solemnly swear or affirm that I will support the Constitution of this State and of the 
United States and, on all questions and measures which may come before me, I will so 
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conduct myself as will, in my judgment, be most conducive to the interests and prosperity 
of this state. 
 
I further swear or affirm that I am not the holder of any unaccounted for public money 
due this state or any political subdivision or authority thereof, that I am not the holder of 
any office of trust under the government of the United States, any other state, or any 
foreign state, that I have been a resident of my district for the time required by the 
Constitution and the laws of this state, and that I am otherwise qualified to hold said 
office according to the Constitution and laws of Georgia. 
 
SO HELP ME GOD. 
 

LOYALTY OATH 
 

I am a citizen of the State of Georgia and a member of the General Assembly and the 
recipient of public funds for services rendered as such officer and I do hereby solemnly 
swear and affirm that I will support the Constitution of the United States and the 
Constitution of Georgia. 
 
SO HELP ME GOD. 
 
  /s/ Marie R. Metze 
   STATE REPRESENTATIVE 
 
Sworn to and subscribed before me, 
 
This 30th day of July, 2015. 
 
/s/ Robert Benham 
 Justice, Supreme Court of Georgia 
 

OFFICIAL OATH OF GEORGIA STATE REPRESENTATIVE 
 

HOUSE DISTRICT 24 
GEORGIA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

 
I do solemnly swear or affirm that I will support the Constitution of this State and of the 
United States and, on all questions and measures which may come before me, I will so 
conduct myself as will, in my judgment, be most conducive to the interests and prosperity 
of this state. 
 
I further swear or affirm that I am not the holder of any unaccounted for public money 
due this state or any political subdivision or authority thereof, that I am not the holder of 
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any office of trust under the government of the United States, any other state, or any 
foreign state, that I have been a resident of my district for the time required by the 
Constitution and the laws of this state, and that I am otherwise qualified to hold said 
office according to the Constitution and laws of Georgia. 
 
SO HELP ME GOD. 
 

LOYALTY OATH 
 

I am a citizen of the State of Georgia and a member of the General Assembly and the 
recipient of public funds for services rendered as such officer and I do hereby solemnly 
swear and affirm that I will support the Constitution of the United States and the 
Constitution of Georgia. 
 
SO HELP ME GOD. 
 
  /s/ Sheri Gilligan 
   STATE REPRESENTATIVE 
 
Sworn to and subscribed before me, 
 
This 5th day of August, 2015. 
 
/s/ Jeff Bagley 
 Judge, Bell-Forsyth Circuit 
 

The State of Georgia 
Office of Secretary of State 

 

I, Brian P. Kemp, Secretary of State of the State of Georgia, do hereby certify that  
the attached three pages lists the results as shown on the consolidated returns on file in 
this office for the Special Election Runoff held on the 11th day of August, 2015, in 
District 80 State Representative in Dekalb and Fulton Counties, District 146 State 
Representative in Houston County and District 155 State Representative in Ben Hill, 
Coffee, Irwin, Tift and Turner Counties to fill the vacancies.   
 
Having received the majority of the votes cast, Taylor J. Bennett was duly elected to 
House District 80, Shaw Blackmon was duly elected to House District 146 and Clay 
Pirkle was duly elected to House District 155. 
 
 In Testimony Whereof, I have hereunto set 

my hand and affixed the seal of my 
office, at the Capitol, in the City of 
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Atlanta, this 17th day of August, in the 
year of our Lord Two Thousand and 
Fifteen and of the Independence of the 
United States of America the Two 
Hundred and Fortieth. 
 
/s/ Brian P. Kemp 

(SEAL)   Secretary of State 
     

Georgia Secretary of State 
Election Report 

 
Special Election Runoff Official Results 

 
August 11, 2015 Special Election Runoff 

 
State Contest County Choice Votes Votes % 
State Representative, District 80 DEKALB TAYLOR J BENNETT (D) 2,338 54.36% 
  J. MAX DAVIS (R) 1,963 45.64% 
  Votes For Seat In County: 4,301  
 FULTON TAYLOR J BENNETT (D) 377 55.69% 
  J. MAX DAVIS (R) 300 44.31% 
  Votes For Seat In County: 677  
 Total: TAYLOR J BENNETT (D) 2,715 54.54% 
  J. MAX DAVIS (R) 2,263 45.46% 
  Total Votes For Seat: 4,978  

 
Georgia Secretary of State 

Election Report 
 

Special Election Runoff Official Results 
 

August 11, 2015 Special Election Runoff 
 

State Contest County Choice Votes Votes % 
State Representative, District 146 HOUSTON SHAW BLACKMON (R) 2,520 56.95% 
  LARRY WALKER (R) 1,905 43.05% 
  Votes For Seat In County: 4,425  
 Total: SHAW BLACKMON (R) 2,520 56.95% 
  LARRY WALKER (R) 1,905 43.05% 
  Total Votes For Seat: 4,425  
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Georgia Secretary of State 
Election Report 

 
Special Election Runoff Official Results 

 
August 11, 2015 Special Election Runoff 

 
State Contest County Choice Votes Votes % 
State Representative, District 155 BEN HILL HORACE HUDGINS (R) 482 49.28% 
  CLAY PIRKLE (R) 496 50.72% 
  Votes For Seat In County: 978  
 COFFEE HORACE HUDGINS (R) 93 47.69% 
  CLAY PIRKLE (R) 102 52.31% 
  Votes For Seat In County: 195  
 IRWIN HORACE HUDGINS (R) 674 52.09% 
  CLAY PIRKLE (R) 620 47.91% 
  Votes For Seat In County: 1,294  
 TIFT HORACE HUDGINS (R) 166 26.27% 
  CLAY PIRKLE (R) 466 73.73% 
  Votes For Seat In County: 632  
 TURNER HORACE HUDGINS (R) 221 25.17% 
  CLAY PIRKLE (R) 657 74.83% 
  Votes For Seat In County: 878  
 Total: HORACE HUDGINS (R) 1,636 41.14% 
  CLAY PIRKLE (R) 2,341 58.86% 
  Total Votes For Seat: 3,977  

 
  OFFICIAL OATH OF GEORGIA STATE REPRESENTATIVE 

 
HOUSE DISTRICT 146 

GEORGIA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
 
I do solemnly swear or affirm that I will support the Constitution of this State and of the 
United States and, on all questions and measures which may come before me, I will so 
conduct myself as will, in my judgment, be most conducive to the interests and prosperity 
of this state. 
 
I further swear or affirm that I am not the holder of any unaccounted for public money 
due this state or any political subdivision or authority thereof, that I am not the holder of 
any office of trust under the government of the United States, any other state, or any 
foreign state, that I have been a resident of my district for the time required by the 
Constitution and the laws of this state, and that I am otherwise qualified to hold said 
office according to the Constitution and laws of Georgia. 
 
SO HELP ME GOD. 
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LOYALTY OATH 
 

I am a citizen of the State of Georgia and a member of the General Assembly and the 
recipient of public funds for services rendered as such officer and I do hereby solemnly 
swear and affirm that I will support the Constitution of the United States and the 
Constitution of Georgia. 
 
SO HELP ME GOD. 
 
  /s/ Shaw Blackmon 
   STATE REPRESENTATIVE 
 
Sworn to and subscribed before me, 
 
This 20th day of August, 2015. 
 
/s/ George F. Nunn, Jr. 
 Judge, Houston Superior Court 
 

OFFICIAL OATH OF GEORGIA STATE REPRESENTATIVE 
 

HOUSE DISTRICT 155 
GEORGIA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

 
I do solemnly swear or affirm that I will support the Constitution of this State and of the 
United States and, on all questions and measures which may come before me, I will so 
conduct myself as will, in my judgment, be most conducive to the interests and prosperity 
of this state. 
 
I further swear or affirm that I am not the holder of any unaccounted for public money 
due this state or any political subdivision or authority thereof, that I am not the holder of 
any office of trust under the government of the United States, any other state, or any 
foreign state, that I have been a resident of my district for the time required by the 
Constitution and the laws of this state, and that I am otherwise qualified to hold said 
office according to the Constitution and laws of Georgia. 
 
SO HELP ME GOD. 
 

LOYALTY OATH 
 

I am a citizen of the State of Georgia and a member of the General Assembly and the 
recipient of public funds for services rendered as such officer and I do hereby solemnly 
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swear and affirm that I will support the Constitution of the United States and the 
Constitution of Georgia. 
 
SO HELP ME GOD. 
 
  /s/ Clay Pirkle 
   STATE REPRESENTATIVE 
 
Sworn to and subscribed before me, 
 
This 21st day of August, 2015. 
 
/s/ Michael P. Boggs 
 Judge, Court of Appeals of Georgia 
 

OFFICIAL OATH OF GEORGIA STATE REPRESENTATIVE 
 

HOUSE DISTRICT 80 
GEORGIA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

 
I do solemnly swear or affirm that I will support the Constitution of this State and of the 
United States and, on all questions and measures which may come before me, I will so 
conduct myself as will, in my judgment, be most conducive to the interests and prosperity 
of this state. 
 
I further swear or affirm that I am not the holder of any unaccounted for public money 
due this state or any political subdivision or authority thereof, that I am not the holder of 
any office of trust under the government of the United States, any other state, or any 
foreign state, that I have been a resident of my district for the time required by the 
Constitution and the laws of this state, and that I am otherwise qualified to hold said 
office according to the Constitution and laws of Georgia. 
 
SO HELP ME GOD. 
 

LOYALTY OATH 
 

I am a citizen of the State of Georgia and a member of the General Assembly and the 
recipient of public funds for services rendered as such officer and I do hereby solemnly 
swear and affirm that I will support the Constitution of the United States and the 
Constitution of Georgia. 
 
SO HELP ME GOD. 
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  /s/ Taylor Bennett 
   STATE REPRESENTATIVE 
 
Sworn to and subscribed before me, 
 
This 27th day of August, 2015. 
 
/s/ Mike Jacobs 
 Judge, State Court of DeKalb County 
 
From:   Hardin, Dianne 
Sent:   Wednesday, September 2, 2015 
Subject:  NEW MEMBERS COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS 
 
Below are the committee assignments for the new members.  Please reflect these changes 
on your records. 
 

Rep. Taylor Bennett 
Budget and Fiscal Affairs Oversight 
Judiciary 
Small Business Development 
 

Rep. Shaw Blackmon 
Economic Development and Tourism 
Insurance 
Special Rules 
 
Rep. Clay Pirkle 

Agriculture 
Science and Technology 
State Properties 
 
Rep. Sheri Gilligan 

Code Revision 
Human Relations and Aging 
Natural Resources and Environment 
 
Rep. Betty Price 

Governmental Affairs 
Health and Human Services 
State Planning and Community Affairs 
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Marie Robinson-Metze 

Economic Development and Tourism 
Interstate Cooperation 
Special Rules 
 
Dianne Hardin 
Executive Assistant to 
Speaker David Ralston 
332 State Capitol 
Atlanta, Georgia 30334 
 

THE STATE OF GEORGIA 
EXECUTIVE ORDER 

 
BY THE GOVERNOR: 
 

House District 122 has become vacant due to the resignation of 
Representative Ben L. Harbin. 
 
Therefore, pursuant to Article V, Section II, Paragraph V of the 
Constitution of the State of Georgia and Section 21-2-544 of the Official 
Code of Georgia Annotated, a writ of election is hereby issued to the 
Secretary of State for a special election to be held on Tuesday, November 3, 
2015, to fill the vacancy in District 122 of the Georgia House of 
Representatives. 
 
This 4th day of September, 2015. 
 

 /s/ Nathan Deal 
  Governor 
 

House of Representatives 
Coverdell Legislative Office Building, Room 512 

Atlanta, Georgia  30334 
 

September 17, 2015 
 

Governor Nathan Deal 
206 Washington Street 
111 State Capitol 
Atlanta, Georgia  30334 
 
Governor Deal: 
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It is an honor and privilege to serve the State of Georgia, but more specifically the 
citizens of House District 92.  I have been humbled and blessed to be chosen to do so.  
However, at this juncture in my career, I am in pursuit of greater aspirations. 
 

Please accept this letter as a letter of resignation from my current seat as State 
Representative of House District 92 while I pursue the vacated Senate District 43 seat. 
 

Thanks for your leadership. 
 

 Sincerely, 
 

/s/ Tonya P. Anderson 
 

THE STATE OF GEORGIA 
EXECUTIVE ORDER 

 

BY THE GOVERNOR: 
 

House District 92 has become vacant due to State Representative Tonya 
Anderson having qualified as a candidate for Senate District 43. 
 

Therefore, pursuant to Article V, Section II, Paragraph V of the 
Constitution of the State of Georgia and Section 21-2-544 of the Official 
Code of Georgia Annotated, a writ of election is hereby issued to the 
Secretary of State for a special election to be held on Tuesday, November 3, 
2015, to fill the vacancy in District 92 of the Georgia House of 
Representatives. 
 

This 18th day of September, 2015. 
 

 /s/ Nathan Deal 
  Governor 
 

State of Georgia 
Office of the Governor 
Atlanta  30334-0090 

 

September 21, 2015 
 

The Honorable Tonya Anderson 
Representative, District 92 
Georgia House of Representatives 
P.O. Box 1026 
Lithonia, Georgia  30058 
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Dear Representative Anderson: 
 
 Thank you for the service you have rendered as the District 92 Representative in 
the Georgia House of Representatives.  I appreciate you taking the time to apprise me of 
your resignation, effective September 17, 2015. 
 
 Your resignation as the Representative for District 92 is hereby accepted, and I 
wish you all the best.  Again, thank you for your service to the State of Georgia. 
 
  Sincerely, 
 
 /s/ Nathan Deal 
   
ND:rb 
 
cc: The Honorable Brian Kemp, Secretary of State 
 The Honorable David Ralston, Speaker, Georgia House of Representatives 
 Mr. Bill Reilly, Clerk, Georgia House of Representatives 
 

House of Representatives 
18 Capitol Square, SW 

Legislative Office Building, Room 612 
Atlanta, Georgia  30334 

 

October 29, 2015 
 

Governor Deal, 
 

I hereby announce my resignation from the Georgia House of Representatives effective 
November 13, 2015.  It has been an honor to serve the citizens of Georgia and 
specifically the constituents of House District 58. 
 

 Respectfully yours, 
 

/s/ Simone Bell 
 

cc:  Speaker David Ralston 
cc:  Leader Stacey Abrams 
 

State of Georgia 
Office of the Governor 
Atlanta  30334-0090 

 

October 30, 2015 
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The Honorable Simone Bell 
Representative, District 58 
Georgia House of Representatives 
612 Coverdell Legislative Office Building 
18 Capitol Square, S.W. 
Atlanta, Georgia  30334 
 
Dear Representative Bell: 
 
 Thank you for the service you have rendered as the District 58 Representative in 
the Georgia House of Representatives.  I appreciate you taking the time to apprise me of 
your resignation, effective November 13, 2015. 
 
 Your resignation as the Representative for District 58 is hereby accepted, and I 
wish you all the best.  Again, thank you for your service to the State of Georgia. 
 
  Sincerely, 
 
 /s/ Nathan Deal 
   
ND:rb 
 
cc: The Honorable Brian Kemp, Secretary of State 
 The Honorable David Ralston, Speaker, Georgia House of Representatives 

The Honorable Stacey Abrams, Minority Leader, Georgia House of 
   Representatives 
 

The State of Georgia 
Office of Secretary of State 

 
I, Brian P. Kemp, Secretary of State of the State of Georgia, do hereby certify that  

the attached page list the results as shown on the consolidated returns on file in this office 
for the Special Election held on the 3rd day of November, 2015 in District 92 for State 
Representative in portions of Dekalb, and Rockdale Counties to fill the unexpired term of 
the Honorable Tonya Anderson.  
 
Having received the majority of the votes cast, Doreen Carter was duly elected to House 
District 92. 
 
 In Testimony Whereof, I have hereunto set 

 my hand and affixed the seal of my 
office, at the Capitol, in the City of 
Atlanta, this 9th day of November, in the 
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year of our Lord Two Thousand and 
Fifteen and of the Independence of the 
United States of America the Two 
Hundred and Fortieth. 
 
/s/ Brian P. Kemp 

(SEAL)   Secretary of State 
     

Georgia Secretary of State 
Election Report 

 
Special Election Official Results 

 
November 5, 2015 Special Election 

 
State Contest County Choice Votes Votes % 
State Representative, District 92 DEKALB DOREEN CARTER (D) 383 60.89% 
  SHERRI L. 

WASHINGTON (D) 
246 39.11% 

  Votes For Seat In County: 629  
 ROCKDALE DOREEN CARTER (D) 425 46.96% 
  SHERRI L. 

WASHINGTON (D) 
480 53.04% 

  Votes For Seat In County: 905  
 Total: DOREEN CARTER (D) 808 52.67% 
  SHERRI L. 

WASHINGTON (D) 
726 47.33% 

  Total Votes For Seat: 1,534  

 
OFFICIAL OATH OF GEORGIA STATE REPRESENTATIVE 

 
HOUSE DISTRICT 92 

GEORGIA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
 
I do solemnly swear or affirm that I will support the Constitution of this State and of the 
United States and, on all questions and measures which may come before me, I will so 
conduct myself as will, in my judgment, be most conducive to the interests and prosperity 
of this state. 
 
I further swear or affirm that I am not the holder of any unaccounted for public money 
due this state or any political subdivision or authority thereof, that I am not the holder of 
any office of trust under the government of the United States, any other state, or any 
foreign state, that I have been a resident of my district for the time required by the 
Constitution and the laws of this state, and that I am otherwise qualified to hold said 
office according to the Constitution and laws of Georgia. 
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SO HELP ME GOD. 
 

LOYALTY OATH 
 

I am a citizen of the State of Georgia and a member of the General Assembly and the 
recipient of public funds for services rendered as such officer and I do hereby solemnly 
swear and affirm that I will support the Constitution of the United States and the 
Constitution of Georgia. 
 
SO HELP ME GOD. 
 
  /s/ Doreen Carter 
   STATE REPRESENTATIVE 
 
Sworn to and subscribed before me, 
 
This 12th day of November, 2015. 
 
/s/ Ronald B. Ramsey, Sr. 
 Judge, State Court of DeKalb County 
 

THE STATE OF GEORGIA 
EXECUTIVE ORDER 

 
BY THE GOVERNOR: 
 

House District 58 has become vacant due to the resignation of 
Representative Simone Bell. 
 
Therefore, pursuant to Article V, Section II, Paragraph V of the 
Constitution of the State of Georgia and Section 21-2-544 of the Official 
Code of Georgia Annotated, a Writ of election is hereby issued to the 
Secretary of State for a special election to be held on Tuesday, January 19, 
2016, to fill the vacancy in District 58 of the Georgia House of 
Representatives. 
 
This 1st day of December, 2015. 
 

 /s/ Nathan Deal 
  Governor 
 

The State of Georgia 
Office of Secretary of State 
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I, Brian P. Kemp, Secretary of State of the State of Georgia, do hereby certify that  
the attached page list the results as shown on the consolidated returns on file in this office 
for the Special Election Runoff held on the 1st day of December, 2015 in District 122 for 
State Representative in Columbia County to fill the unexpired term of the Honorable Ben 
L. Harbin.  Having received the majority of the votes cast, Jodi Lott was duly elected to 
House District 122. 
 
 In Testimony Whereof, I have hereunto set 

my hand and affixed the seal of my 
office, at the Capitol, in the City of 
Atlanta, this 7th day of December, in the 
year of our Lord Two Thousand and 
Fifteen and of the Independence of the 
United States of America the Two 
Hundred and Fortieth. 
 
/s/ Brian P. Kemp 

(SEAL)   Secretary of State 
     

Georgia Secretary of State 
Election Report 

 
Special Election Runoff Official Results 

 
December 1, 2015 Special Election Runoff 

 
State Contest County Choice Votes Votes % 
State Representative, District 122 COLUMBIA JODI LOTT (R) 4,102 76.08% 
  MAC TAYLOR (R) 1,290 23.92% 
  Votes For Seat In County: 5,392  
 Total: JODI LOTT (R) 4,102 76.08% 
  MACK TAYLOR (R) 1,290 23.92% 
  Total Votes For Seat: 5,392  

     
House of Representatives 

332 State Capitol 
Atlanta, GA  30334 

 
December 14, 2015 

 
Representative Jodi Lott 
501-A Coverdell Legislative Office Building 
Atlanta, Georgia  30334 
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Dear Representative Lott, 
 
You have been assigned to the following House committees: 
 

• Health and Human Services 

• Juvenile Justice 

• Intragovernmental Coordination 
 
There are many resources available to assist you in your duties as a public officer.  I 
encourage you to use these to the extent you chose to do so. 
 
  Very Truly Yours, 
 
 /s/ David Ralston 
  David Ralston, Speaker 
  Georgia House of Representatives 
 
DR/lmj 
 
cc: Jennifer Sanders, Fiscal Officer 
 Bill Reilly, Clerk of the House 
 Chairman Sharon Cooper 
 Chairman Tom Weldon 
 Chairman Jan Tankersley 
 

State of Georgia 
OFFICIAL OATH OF MEMBER 

GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF GEORGIA 
 

STATE OF GEORGIA, Columbia COUNTY.  
 
I, Jodi Lott do hereby solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will support the Constitution of 
this State and of the United States and, on all questions and measures which may come 
before me, I will so conduct myself, as will, in my judgment, be most conducive to the 
interests and prosperity of this state. 
 

I do further solemnly swear (or affirm) that I am not the 
holder of any unaccounted for public money due this State, or 
any political subdivision or authority thereof; that I am not 
the holder of any office of trust under the government of the 
United States, any other state, or any foreign state which I am 
prohibited from holding by the laws of the State of Georgia; 
that I have been a resident of the district from which elected 
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for the time required by the Constitution and laws of this 
state; and that I am otherwise qualified to hold said office, 
according to the Constitution of the United States and Laws 
of Georgia; and that I will support the Constitutions of the 
United States and of this State. 
 
SO HELP ME GOD!  

 
Sworn to and subscribed before me, this the ) 
 )   
14th day of December, 2015. ) 
 ) /s/ Jodi Lott 
/s/ Daniel J. Craig ) 
 Superior Court Judge 
 Augusta Judicial Circuit 
 

State of Georgia 
 

LOYALTY OATH 
 

STATE OF GEORGIA 
 
COUNTY OF Columbia 
 
I, Jodi Lott a citizen of Columbia County, Georgia and being an employee of 
__________ and the recipient of public funds for services rendered as such employee, do 
hereby solemnly swear and affirm that I will support the Constitution of the United States 
and the Constitution of Georgia. 
 
SO HELP ME GOD. 
               
Sworn to and subscribed before me, this the ) 
 )   
14th day of December, 2015. ) 
 ) /s/ Jodi Lott 
/s/ Daniel J. Craig ) 
 Superior Court Judge 
 Augusta Judicial Circuit 
 
 The roll was called and the following Representatives answered to their names:  
 
    Abrams 
    Alexander 
    Allison 

    Coomer 
    Corbett 
    Dawkins-Haigler 

    Hawkins 
    Henson 
    Hightower 

    Mitchell 
    Mosby 
    Nix 

    Smith, L 
    Smith, M 
    Smith, R 
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    Atwood 
    Ballinger 
    Barr 
    Battles 
    Beasley-Teague 
    Belton 
    Bennett, K 
    Bennett, T 
    Bentley 
    Benton 
    Beskin 
    Beverly 
    Blackmon 
    Broadrick 
    Brockway 
    Bruce 
    Buckner 
    Burns 
    Caldwell, J 
    Caldwell, M 
    Cantrell 
    Carson 
    Carter, A 
    Carter, D 
    Casas 
    Chandler 
    Cheokas 
    Clark, D 
    Clark, H 
    Clark, V 
    Coleman 
    Cooke 

    Deffenbaugh 
    Dempsey 
    Dickerson 
    Dickey 
    Dickson 
    Dollar 
    Douglas 
    Drenner 
    Dudgeon 
    Dukes 
    Dunahoo 
    Duncan 
    Ealum 
    Efstration 
    Ehrhart 
    England 
    Epps 
    Evans 
    Fleming 
    Fludd 
    Frazier 
    Frye 
    Gardner 
    Gasaway 
    Gilligan 
    Glanton 
    Gordon 
    Gravley 
    Greene 
    Harden 
    Harrell 
    Hatchett 

    Hitchens 
    Holcomb 
    Holmes 
    Houston 
    Howard 
    Hugley 
    Jackson 
    Jasperse 
    Jones, J 
    Jones, J.B. 
    Jones, L 
    Jones, S 
    Jordan 
    Kaiser 
    Kelley 
    Kendrick 
    Kidd 
    Kirby 
    Knight 
    LaRiccia 
    Lott 
    Lumsden 
    Mabra 
    Marin 
    Martin 
    Maxwell 
    Mayo 
    McCall 
    McClain 
    Meadows 
    Metze 

    Oliver 
    Pak 
    Parrish 
    Parsons 
    Peake 
    Petrea 
    Pezold 
    Pirkle 
    Powell, A 
    Powell, J 
    Price 
    Prince 
    Pruett 
    Quick 
    Raffensperger 
    Rakestraw 
    Ramsey 
    Randall 
    Reeves 
    Rhodes 
    Rice 
    Rogers, C 
    Rogers, T 
    Rutledge 
    Rynders 
    Scott 
    Setzler 
    Sharper 
    Shaw 
    Sims 
    Smith, E 

    Smyre 
    Spencer 
    Stephens, M 
    Stephens, R 
    Stovall 
    Stover 
    Strickland 
    Tankersley 
    Tanner 
    Tarvin 
    Taylor, D 
    Taylor, T 
    Teasley 
    Thomas, A.M. 
    Thomas, E 
    Trammell 
    Turner 
    Waites 
    Watson 
    Welch 
    Weldon 
    Werkheiser 
    Wilkerson 
    Wilkinson 
    Willard 
    Williams, A 
    Williams, C 
    Williams, E 
    Williamson 
    Yates 
    Ralston, Speaker 

 
 The following members were off the floor of the House when the roll was called:  
 
 Representatives Bryant of the 162nd, Cooper of the 43rd, Golick of the 40th, Morris 
of the 156th, and Nimmer of the 178th. 
 
 They wished to be recorded as present. 
 
 Prayer was offered by Pastor Chad Kelly, East Ellijay Baptist Church, Ellijay, 
Georgia. 
 
 The members pledged allegiance to the flag. 
 
 Representative Cheokas of the 138th, Chairman of the Committee on Information and 
Audits, reported that the Journal of the previous legislative day had been read and found 
to be correct.  
 
 By unanimous consent, the reading of the Journal was dispensed with. 
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 The Journal was confirmed. 
 

By unanimous consent, the following was established as the order of business during 
the first part of the period of unanimous consents: 
 

1.  Introduction of Bills and Resolutions. 
 
2.  First reading and reference of House Bills and Resolutions. 
 
3.  Second reading of Bills and Resolutions. 
 
4.  Reports of Standing Committees. 

 
5.  Third reading and passage of Local uncontested Bills. 
 
6.  First reading and reference of Senate Bills and Resolutions. 
 
By unanimous consent, the following Bills and Resolution of the House were 

introduced, read the first time and referred to the Committees: 
 

HB 701. By Representatives Casas of the 107th, Chandler of the 105th, Kaiser of the 
59th, Clark of the 101st and Brockway of the 102nd: 

 
A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Code Section 20-2-144 of the Official 
Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to mandatory instruction concerning 
alcohol and drug use, so as to require at least 12 hours of instruction in 
alcohol and drug use prevention for students in grades three through 12; to 
provide for related matters; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.  

 
 Referred to the Committee on Education. 
 
HB 702. By Representatives Dunahoo of the 30th, Golick of the 40th, Ballinger of the 

23rd, Efstration of the 104th, Caldwell of the 131st and others: 
 

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Code Sections 16-3-21 and 17-10-6.1 
of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to the use of force in 
defense of self or others and punishment for serious violent offenders, 
respectively, so as to allow a battered persons defense for aggravated assault 
or aggravated battery; to change provisions requiring mandatory minimum 
punishment for battered persons who are convicted of a serious violent 
felony; to provide for related matters; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other 
purposes.  
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 Referred to the Committee on Judiciary Non-Civil. 
 
HB 703. By Representatives Shaw of the 176th, Cheokas of the 138th, Smith of the 

134th and Harbin of the 122nd: 
 

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Title 33 of the Official Code of 
Georgia Annotated, relating to insurance, so as to provide for extensive 
changes to the captive insurance company provisions of this title; to repeal 
conflicting laws; and for other purposes.  

 
 Referred to the Committee on Insurance. 
 
HB 704. By Representatives Pezold of the 133rd, McCall of the 33rd, Frye of the 

118th, Caldwell of the 20th, Beverly of the 143rd and others: 
 

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Title 2 of the Official Code of 
Georgia Annotated, relating to agriculture, so as to provide for industrial 
hemp cultivation; to provide for definitions; to provide for procedures, 
conditions, and limitations; to amend Chapter 12 of Title 16 of the Official 
Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to offenses against public health and 
morals, so as to provide for the possession of industrial hemp under certain 
circumstances; to provide for definitions; to provide for penalties; to provide 
for related matters; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.  

 
 Referred to the Committee on Judiciary Non-Civil. 
 
HB 705. By Representatives Dempsey of the 13th, Jasperse of the 11th, Gardner of the 

57th, Oliver of the 82nd, Hatchett of the 150th and others: 
 

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Article 1 of Chapter 1 of Title 37 of 
the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to general provisions 
relating to the governing and regulation of mental health, so as to require a 
mental health care provider to provide periodic opportunities for a patient to 
designate a family member or other individual he or she chooses as a person 
with whom the provider may discuss the patient's medical condition and 
treatment plan; to provide requirements for the authorization form; to provide 
for immunity; to provide for statutory construction; to require continuing 
education; to provide for related matters; to repeal conflicting laws; and for 
other purposes.  

 
 Referred to the Committee on Health & Human Services. 
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HB 706. By Representative Mosby of the 83rd: 
 

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend an Act to provide a new charter for 
the City of Atlanta, approved April 15, 1996 (Ga. L. 1996, p. 4469), as 
amended, so as to change the corporate limits of such municipality; to 
provide for related matters; to provide for a referendum and contingent 
effective date; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.  

 
 Referred to the Committee on Intragovernmental Coordination - Local. 
 
HR 948. By Representatives Waites of the 60th, Roberts of the 155th, Alexander of 

the 66th, Bruce of the 61st and Yates of the 73rd: 
 

A RESOLUTION encouraging the creation of a high speed rail transit 
authority to operate in Fulton, Carroll, and Douglas counties; and for other 
purposes.  

 
 Referred to the Committee on Transportation. 
 
 By unanimous consent, the following Bills and Resolutions of the House and Senate 
were read the second time: 
 

HB 691 
HB 693 
HB 695 
HB 697 
HB 699 
HR 863 
HR 900 
HR 907 

HB 692 
HB 694 
HB 696 
HB 698 
HB 700 
HR 864 
HR 906 
SB 209 

 
By unanimous consent, the following Bill of the Senate was read the first time and 

referred to the Committee: 
 

SB 105. By Senator Jackson of the 2nd: 
 

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend an Act making provisions for the 
Magistrate Court of Chatham County and abolishing the Municipal Court of 
Savannah, approved March 21, 1984 (Ga. L. 1984, p. 4422), as amended, 
particularly by Acts approved March 20, 1985 (Ga. L 1985, p. 4028), March 
24, 1994 (Ga. L 1994, p. 3772), and March 27, 1995 (Ga. L. 1995, p. 3751), 
so as to provide for two full-time magistrates for Chatham County; to provide 
for the appointment of a third full-time magistrate by the Board of 
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Commissioners; to provide for the election and appointment of successor 
magistrates; to provide for the appointment of pro tempore and part-time 
magistrates; to provide for an effective date; to provide for related matters; to 
repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.  

 
 Referred to the Committee on Intragovernmental Coordination - Local. 
 
 The following message was received from the Senate through Mr. Cook, the Secretary 
thereof: 
 
Mr. Speaker: 
 
 The Senate has adopted by the requisite constitutional majority the following 
resolutions of the Senate:   
 
SR 651. By Senators Shafer of the 48th, Cowsert of the 46th, Henson of the 41st, 

Mullis of the 53rd and Gooch of the 51st: 
 
A Bill to notify the House of Representatives that the Senate has convened; 
and for other purposes.  
 

SR 652. By Senators Shafer of the 48th, Cowsert of the 46th, Henson of the 41st, 
Mullis of the 53rd and Gooch of the 51st: 
 
A RESOLUTION to notify the Governor that the General Assembly has 
convened; and for other purposes.  
 

 The following Resolutions of the House were read and adopted: 
 
HR 969. By Representatives Ralston of the 7th, Blackmon of the 146th, Dickey of the 

140th, Hatchett of the 150th and Clark of the 147th: 
 

A RESOLUTION recognizing and commending Warner Robins native and 
Miss America 2016, Betty Cantrell, for her outstanding representation of the 
State of Georgia and her commitment to improving her state and country 
through her work as Miss America; and for other purposes.  
 

HR 971. By Representatives Glanton of the 75th, Ramsey of the 72nd, Fludd of the 
64th, Douglas of the 78th, Mabra of the 63rd and others: 

 
A RESOLUTION commending Clayton State University and recognizing 
January 12, 2016, as Clayton State University Day at the state capitol; and 
for other purposes.  
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HR 972. By Representatives Rynders of the 152nd, Parrish of the 158th, Kidd of the 
145th and Dempsey of the 13th: 

 
A RESOLUTION recognizing January 13, 2016, as Easter Seals Georgia and 
its Champions for Children Program Day at the state capitol; and for other 
purposes.  
 

HR 973. By Representative Gardner of the 57th: 
 

A RESOLUTION honoring Kyle and Brent Pease; and for other purposes.  
 

HR 974. By Representative Ralston of the 7th: 
 

A RESOLUTION honoring the life and memory of Jacob "Jaap" Groen; and 
for other purposes.  
 

HR 975. By Representatives Bruce of the 61st, Dukes of the 154th, Smyre of the 
135th, Abrams of the 89th, Thomas of the 56th and others: 

 
A RESOLUTION commending Mr. Horace Julian Bond for his outstanding 
public service; and for other purposes.  
 

HR 976. By Representative Ralston of the 7th: 
 

A RESOLUTION recognizing and commending Lynn Burch, Georgia's 
Family and Consumer Science Teacher of the Year for 2014-2015; and for 
other purposes.  
 

 The following Resolution of the Senate was read: 
 
SR 652. By Senators Shafer of the 48th, Cowsert of the 46th, Henson of the 41st, 

Mullis of the 53rd and Gooch of the 51st 
 

A RESOLUTION 
 
To notify the Governor that the General Assembly has convened; and for other purposes.  
 
BE IT RESOLVED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF GEORGIA that a committee 
of fourteen, seven from the House of Representatives to be named by the Speaker and 
seven from the Senate to be named by the President of the Senate, be appointed to notify 
His Excellency, the Governor, that the General Assembly has convened in regular session 
and is now ready for the transaction of business.   
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 On the adoption of the Resolution, the roll call was ordered and the vote was as 
follows: 
 
Y Abrams 
Y Alexander 
    Allison 
Y Atwood 
Y Ballinger 
Y Barr 
Y Battles 
Y Beasley-Teague 
Y Belton 
Y Bennett, K 
Y Bennett, T 
Y Bentley 
Y Benton 
Y Beskin 
Y Beverly 
Y Blackmon 
Y Broadrick 
Y Brockway 
Y Bruce 
Y Bryant 
Y Buckner 
Y Burns 
Y Caldwell, J 
Y Caldwell, M 
Y Cantrell 
Y Carson 
Y Carter, A 
Y Carter, D 
Y Casas 
Y Chandler 
Y Cheokas 
Y Clark, D 
Y Clark, H 
Y Clark, V 
Y Coleman 
    Cooke 

Y Coomer 
Y Cooper 
Y Corbett 
Y Dawkins-Haigler 
Y Deffenbaugh 
Y Dempsey 
Y Dickerson 
Y Dickey 
Y Dickson 
Y Dollar 
Y Douglas 
Y Drenner 
Y Dudgeon 
Y Dukes 
Y Dunahoo 
Y Duncan 
Y Ealum 
Y Efstration 
Y Ehrhart 
Y England 
Y Epps 
Y Evans 
Y Fleming 
    Floyd 
    Fludd 
Y Frazier 
Y Frye 
Y Gardner 
Y Gasaway 
Y Gilligan 
Y Glanton 
    Golick 
Y Gordon 
Y Gravley 
Y Greene 
Y Harden 

Y Harrell 
Y Hatchett 
Y Hawkins 
Y Henson 
Y Hightower 
Y Hitchens 
Y Holcomb 
Y Holmes 
    Houston 
Y Howard 
Y Hugley 
Y Jackson 
Y Jasperse 
Y Jones, J 
Y Jones, J.B. 
Y Jones, L 
E Jones, S 
Y Jordan 
Y Kaiser 
Y Kelley 
Y Kendrick 
    Kidd 
Y Kirby 
Y Knight 
Y LaRiccia 
Y Lott 
Y Lumsden 
Y Mabra 
Y Marin 
Y Martin 
Y Maxwell 
Y Mayo 
    McCall 
Y McClain 
Y Meadows 
Y Metze 

Y Mitchell 
Y Morris 
Y Mosby 
Y Nimmer 
Y Nix 
    Oliver 
    Pak 
Y Parrish 
Y Parsons 
Y Peake 
Y Petrea 
    Pezold 
    Pirkle 
Y Powell, A 
Y Powell, J 
Y Price 
Y Prince 
Y Pruett 
Y Quick 
Y Raffensperger 
Y Rakestraw 
Y Ramsey 
Y Randall 
Y Reeves 
Y Rhodes 
Y Rice 
Y Rogers, C 
Y Rogers, T 
Y Rutledge 
Y Rynders 
Y Scott 
Y Setzler 
Y Sharper 
Y Shaw 
    Sims 
Y Smith, E 

Y Smith, L 
Y Smith, M 
Y Smith, R 
Y Smyre 
Y Spencer 
Y Stephens, M 
Y Stephens, R 
E Stephenson 
Y Stovall 
    Stover 
Y Strickland 
    Tankersley 
Y Tanner 
Y Tarvin 
Y Taylor, D 
Y Taylor, T 
Y Teasley 
Y Thomas, A.M. 
Y Thomas, E 
Y Trammell 
Y Turner 
    VACANT 
Y Waites 
Y Watson 
Y Welch 
Y Weldon 
Y Werkheiser 
Y Wilkerson 
Y Wilkinson 
Y Willard 
Y Williams, A 
Y Williams, C 
Y Williams, E 
Y Williamson 
Y Yates 
    Ralston, Speaker 

   
 On the adoption of the Resolution, the ayes were 161, nays 0. 
 
 The Resolution was adopted. 
 
 The Speaker has appointed as a Committee of Notification on the part of the House 
the following members: 
   
 Representatives Rogers of the 10th, Nimmer of the 178th, Dickey of the 140th, 
Hawkins of the 27th, Rogers of the 29th, and Dunahoo of the 30th. 
 
 The following Resolution of the House was read: 
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HR 966. By Representative Burns of the 159th 
 

A RESOLUTION 
 
To notify the Senate that the House of Representatives has convened; and for other 
purposes.  
 
BE IT RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES that the Clerk of the 
House is hereby instructed to notify the Senate that the House of Representatives has 
convened in regular session and is now ready for the transaction of business.   
 
 On the adoption of the Resolution, the roll call was ordered and the vote was as 
follows: 
 
Y Abrams 
Y Alexander 
    Allison 
Y Atwood 
Y Ballinger 
Y Barr 
Y Battles 
Y Beasley-Teague 
Y Belton 
Y Bennett, K 
Y Bennett, T 
Y Bentley 
Y Benton 
Y Beskin 
Y Beverly 
Y Blackmon 
Y Broadrick 
Y Brockway 
Y Bruce 
Y Bryant 
Y Buckner 
Y Burns 
Y Caldwell, J 
Y Caldwell, M 
Y Cantrell 
Y Carson 
Y Carter, A 
Y Carter, D 
Y Casas 
Y Chandler 
Y Cheokas 
Y Clark, D 
Y Clark, H 
Y Clark, V 
Y Coleman 
    Cooke 

Y Coomer 
Y Cooper 
Y Corbett 
Y Dawkins-Haigler 
Y Deffenbaugh 
Y Dempsey 
Y Dickerson 
Y Dickey 
Y Dickson 
Y Dollar 
Y Douglas 
Y Drenner 
Y Dudgeon 
Y Dukes 
Y Dunahoo 
Y Duncan 
Y Ealum 
Y Efstration 
Y Ehrhart 
Y England 
Y Epps 
Y Evans 
Y Fleming 
    Floyd 
Y Fludd 
Y Frazier 
Y Frye 
Y Gardner 
Y Gasaway 
Y Gilligan 
Y Glanton 
    Golick 
Y Gordon 
Y Gravley 
Y Greene 
Y Harden 

Y Harrell 
Y Hatchett 
Y Hawkins 
Y Henson 
Y Hightower 
Y Hitchens 
Y Holcomb 
Y Holmes 
    Houston 
Y Howard 
Y Hugley 
Y Jackson 
Y Jasperse 
Y Jones, J 
Y Jones, J.B. 
Y Jones, L 
E Jones, S 
Y Jordan 
Y Kaiser 
Y Kelley 
Y Kendrick 
    Kidd 
Y Kirby 
Y Knight 
Y LaRiccia 
Y Lott 
Y Lumsden 
Y Mabra 
Y Marin 
Y Martin 
Y Maxwell 
Y Mayo 
    McCall 
Y McClain 
Y Meadows 
Y Metze 

Y Mitchell 
Y Morris 
Y Mosby 
Y Nimmer 
Y Nix 
Y Oliver 
    Pak 
Y Parrish 
Y Parsons 
Y Peake 
Y Petrea 
    Pezold 
Y Pirkle 
Y Powell, A 
Y Powell, J 
Y Price 
Y Prince 
Y Pruett 
Y Quick 
Y Raffensperger 
Y Rakestraw 
Y Ramsey 
Y Randall 
Y Reeves 
Y Rhodes 
Y Rice 
Y Rogers, C 
Y Rogers, T 
Y Rutledge 
Y Rynders 
Y Scott 
Y Setzler 
Y Sharper 
Y Shaw 
    Sims 
Y Smith, E 

Y Smith, L 
Y Smith, M 
Y Smith, R 
Y Smyre 
Y Spencer 
Y Stephens, M 
Y Stephens, R 
E Stephenson  
Y Stovall 
    Stover 
Y Strickland 
    Tankersley 
Y Tanner 
Y Tarvin 
Y Taylor, D 
Y Taylor, T 
Y Teasley 
Y Thomas, A.M. 
Y Thomas, E 
Y Trammell 
Y Turner 
    VACANT 
Y Waites 
Y Watson 
Y Welch 
    Weldon 
Y Werkheiser 
Y Wilkerson 
Y Wilkinson 
Y Willard 
Y Williams, A 
Y Williams, C 
Y Williams, E 
Y Williamson 
Y Yates 
    Ralston, Speaker 
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 On the adoption of the Resolution, the ayes were 163, nays 0. 
 
 The Resolution was adopted. 
 
 The following Resolution of the House was read: 
 
HR 967. By Representative Burns of the 159th 
 

A RESOLUTION 
 
Calling a joint session of the House of Representatives and the Senate for the purpose of 
hearing a message from the Governor; inviting the Justices of the Supreme Court and the 
Judges of the Court of Appeals to be present at the joint session; and for other purposes.  
 
BE IT RESOLVED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF GEORGIA that His 
Excellency, Governor Nathan Deal, is hereby invited to address a joint session of the 
House of Representatives and the Senate at 11:00 A.M., Wednesday, January 13, 2016, in 
the hall of the House of Representatives.  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a joint session of the House of Representatives and 
the Senate be held in the hall of the House of Representatives at 10:45 A.M. on the 
aforesaid date for the purpose of hearing an address from His Excellency, the Governor.  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a committee of fourteen, seven from the House to be 
named by the Speaker and seven from the Senate to be named by the President of the 
Senate, be appointed to escort His Excellency, the Governor, to the hall of the House of 
Representatives.  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Justices of the Supreme Court and the Judges of 
the Court of Appeals are hereby extended an invitation to be present at the joint session.  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Clerk of the House is hereby instructed to 
transmit a copy of this resolution to the Governor, to each Justice of the Supreme Court, 
and to each Judge of the Court of Appeals.   
 
 On the adoption of the Resolution, the roll call was ordered and the vote was as 
follows: 
 
Y Abrams 
Y Alexander 
    Allison 
Y Atwood 
Y Ballinger 
Y Barr 

Y Coomer 
Y Cooper 
Y Corbett 
Y Dawkins-Haigler 
Y Deffenbaugh 
Y Dempsey 

Y Harrell 
Y Hatchett 
Y Hawkins 
Y Henson 
Y Hightower 
Y Hitchens 

Y Mitchell 
Y Morris 
Y Mosby 
Y Nimmer 
Y Nix 
Y Oliver 

Y Smith, L 
Y Smith, M 
Y Smith, R 
    Smyre 
Y Spencer 
Y Stephens, M 
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Y Battles 
Y Beasley-Teague 
Y Belton 
Y Bennett, K 
Y Bennett, T 
Y Bentley 
Y Benton 
Y Beskin 
Y Beverly 
Y Blackmon 
Y Broadrick 
Y Brockway 
Y Bruce 
Y Bryant 
Y Buckner 
Y Burns 
Y Caldwell, J 
Y Caldwell, M 
Y Cantrell 
Y Carson 
Y Carter, A 
Y Carter, D 
Y Casas 
Y Chandler 
Y Cheokas 
Y Clark, D 
Y Clark, H 
Y Clark, V 
Y Coleman 
    Cooke 

Y Dickerson 
Y Dickey 
Y Dickson 
Y Dollar 
Y Douglas 
Y Drenner 
Y Dudgeon 
Y Dukes 
Y Dunahoo 
Y Duncan 
Y Ealum 
Y Efstration 
Y Ehrhart 
Y England 
Y Epps 
Y Evans 
Y Fleming 
    Floyd 
Y Fludd 
Y Frazier 
Y Frye 
    Gardner 
Y Gasaway 
Y Gilligan 
Y Glanton 
    Golick 
Y Gordon 
Y Gravley 
Y Greene 
Y Harden 

Y Holcomb 
Y Holmes 
    Houston 
Y Howard 
Y Hugley 
Y Jackson 
Y Jasperse 
Y Jones, J 
Y Jones, J.B. 
Y Jones, L 
E Jones, S 
Y Jordan 
Y Kaiser 
Y Kelley 
Y Kendrick 
    Kidd 
Y Kirby 
Y Knight 
Y LaRiccia 
Y Lott 
Y Lumsden 
Y Mabra 
Y Marin 
Y Martin 
Y Maxwell 
Y Mayo 
    McCall 
Y McClain 
Y Meadows 
Y Metze 

    Pak 
Y Parrish 
Y Parsons 
Y Peake 
Y Petrea 
    Pezold 
Y Pirkle 
Y Powell, A 
Y Powell, J 
Y Price 
Y Prince 
Y Pruett 
Y Quick 
Y Raffensperger 
Y Rakestraw 
Y Ramsey 
Y Randall 
Y Reeves 
Y Rhodes 
Y Rice 
Y Rogers, C 
Y Rogers, T 
Y Rutledge 
Y Rynders 
Y Scott 
Y Setzler 
    Sharper 
Y Shaw 
    Sims 
Y Smith, E 

Y Stephens, R 
E Stephenson  
Y Stovall 
    Stover 
Y Strickland 
    Tankersley 
Y Tanner 
Y Tarvin 
Y Taylor, D 
Y Taylor, T 
Y Teasley 
Y Thomas, A.M. 
Y Thomas, E 
Y Trammell 
Y Turner 
    VACANT 
Y Waites 
Y Watson 
Y Welch 
Y Weldon 
Y Werkheiser 
Y Wilkerson 
Y Wilkinson 
Y Willard 
Y Williams, A 
Y Williams, C 
Y Williams, E 
Y Williamson 
Y Yates 
    Ralston, Speaker 

   
 On the adoption of the Resolution, the ayes were 161, nays 0. 
 
 The Resolution was adopted. 
 
 The following Resolution of the House was read: 
 
HR 968. By Representative Burns of the 159th 

 
A RESOLUTION 

 
Calling a joint session of the House of Representatives and the Senate for the purpose of 
hearing a message from the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court; inviting each other 
Justice of the Supreme Court and each Judge of the Court of Appeals to be present at the 
joint session; and for other purposes.  
 
BE IT RESOLVED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF GEORGIA that the 
honorable Chief Justice of the Supreme Court is hereby invited to address a joint session 
of the House of Representatives and the Senate at 11:00 A.M., Wednesday, January 27, 
2016, in the hall of the House of Representatives.  
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a joint session of the House of Representatives and 
the Senate be held in the hall of the House of Representatives at 10:45 A.M. on the 
aforesaid date for the purpose of hearing an address from the Chief Justice.  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that each other Justice of the Supreme Court and each 
Judge of the Court of Appeals is hereby invited to the hall of the House of 
Representatives for the purpose of hearing the address from the Chief Justice.  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Clerk of the House is authorized and directed to 
transmit appropriate copies of this resolution to the Chief Justice, to each other Justice of 
the Supreme Court, and to each Judge of the Court of Appeals.   
 
 On the adoption of the Resolution, the roll call was ordered and the vote was as 
follows: 
 
Y Abrams 
Y Alexander 
    Allison 
Y Atwood 
Y Ballinger 
Y Barr 
Y Battles 
Y Beasley-Teague 
Y Belton 
Y Bennett, K 
Y Bennett, T 
Y Bentley 
Y Benton 
Y Beskin 
Y Beverly 
Y Blackmon 
Y Broadrick 
Y Brockway 
Y Bruce 
Y Bryant 
Y Buckner 
Y Burns 
Y Caldwell, J 
Y Caldwell, M 
Y Cantrell 
Y Carson 
Y Carter, A 
Y Carter, D 
Y Casas 
Y Chandler 
Y Cheokas 
Y Clark, D 
Y Clark, H 
Y Clark, V 
Y Coleman 
    Cooke 

Y Coomer 
    Cooper 
Y Corbett 
Y Dawkins-Haigler 
Y Deffenbaugh 
Y Dempsey 
Y Dickerson 
Y Dickey 
Y Dickson 
Y Dollar 
Y Douglas 
Y Drenner 
Y Dudgeon 
Y Dukes 
Y Dunahoo 
Y Duncan 
Y Ealum 
Y Efstration 
Y Ehrhart 
Y England 
Y Epps 
Y Evans 
Y Fleming 
    Floyd 
Y Fludd 
Y Frazier 
Y Frye 
Y Gardner 
Y Gasaway 
Y Gilligan 
Y Glanton 
    Golick 
Y Gordon 
Y Gravley 
    Greene 
Y Harden 

Y Harrell 
Y Hatchett 
Y Hawkins 
Y Henson 
Y Hightower 
Y Hitchens 
Y Holcomb 
Y Holmes 
    Houston 
Y Howard 
Y Hugley 
Y Jackson 
Y Jasperse 
Y Jones, J 
Y Jones, J.B. 
Y Jones, L 
E Jones, S 
Y Jordan 
Y Kaiser 
Y Kelley 
Y Kendrick 
    Kidd 
Y Kirby 
Y Knight 
Y LaRiccia 
Y Lott 
Y Lumsden 
Y Mabra 
Y Marin 
Y Martin 
Y Maxwell 
Y Mayo 
    McCall 
Y McClain 
Y Meadows 
Y Metze 

Y Mitchell 
Y Morris 
Y Mosby 
Y Nimmer 
Y Nix 
Y Oliver 
    Pak 
Y Parrish 
Y Parsons 
Y Peake 
Y Petrea 
    Pezold 
Y Pirkle 
Y Powell, A 
Y Powell, J 
Y Price 
Y Prince 
Y Pruett 
Y Quick 
Y Raffensperger 
Y Rakestraw 
Y Ramsey 
Y Randall 
Y Reeves 
Y Rhodes 
Y Rice 
Y Rogers, C 
Y Rogers, T 
Y Rutledge 
Y Rynders 
Y Scott 
Y Setzler 
Y Sharper 
Y Shaw 
Y Sims 
Y Smith, E 

Y Smith, L 
Y Smith, M 
Y Smith, R 
Y Smyre 
Y Spencer 
Y Stephens, M 
Y Stephens, R 
E Stephenson  
Y Stovall 
    Stover 
Y Strickland 
    Tankersley 
Y Tanner 
Y Tarvin 
Y Taylor, D 
Y Taylor, T 
Y Teasley 
Y Thomas, A.M. 
Y Thomas, E 
Y Trammell 
Y Turner 
    VACANT 
Y Waites 
Y Watson 
Y Welch 
Y Weldon 
Y Werkheiser 
Y Wilkerson 
Y Wilkinson 
Y Willard 
Y Williams, A 
Y Williams, C 
Y Williams, E 
Y Williamson 
Y Yates 
    Ralston, Speaker 
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   On the adoption of the Resolution, the ayes were 163, nays 0. 
 
 The Resolution was adopted. 
 
 The following message was received from the Senate through Mr. Cook, the Secretary 
thereof: 
 
Mr. Speaker: 
 
 The Senate has adopted by the requisite constitutional majority the following 
resolution of the Senate:  
  
SR 678. By Senators Cowsert of the 46th, Mullis of the 53rd and Gooch of the 51st: 

 
A RESOLUTION relative to meetings and adjournments of the General 
Assembly; and for other purposes.  
 

 The following Resolution of the Senate was read: 
 
SR 678. By Senators Cowsert of the 46th, Mullis of the 53rd and Gooch of the 51st 
 

A RESOLUTION 
 
Relative to meetings and adjournments of the General Assembly; and for other purposes.  
 

PART I 
 
BE IT RESOLVED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF GEORGIA that, except as 
otherwise provided by this resolution or by subsequent resolution of the General 
Assembly, meetings of the 2016 regular session of the General Assembly during the 
period of Monday, January 11, 2016, through Monday, February 1, 2016, shall be held in 
accordance with the following schedule:  
 

Monday, January 11 .................................................................... convene for legislative day 1 
Tuesday, January 12 .................................................................... convene for legislative day 2 
Wednesday, January 13 ............................................................... convene for legislative day 3 
Thursday, January 14 .................................................................. convene for legislative day 4 
Friday, January 15 ....................................................................... convene for legislative day 5 

 
Wednesday, January 20 ............................................................... convene for legislative day 6 
Thursday, January 21 .................................................................. convene for legislative day 7 
Friday, January 22 ....................................................................... convene for legislative day 8 

 
Monday, January 25 .................................................................... convene for legislative day 9 
Tuesday, January 26 .................................................................... convene for legislative day 10 
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Wednesday, January 27 ............................................................... convene for legislative day 11 
Thursday, January 28 .................................................................. convene for legislative day 12 

 
Monday, February 1 .................................................................... convene for legislative day 13 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the meetings of the General Assembly shall be held 
as prescribed in Code Section 28-1-2 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, except 
as otherwise provided by this resolution.  As authorized by said Code section, the hours 
for convening and adjourning the House of Representatives for each legislative day may 
be as ordered by the House; and the hours for convening and adjourning the Senate for 
each legislative day may be as ordered by the Senate.  Each house, upon its own 
adjournment for a legislative day, shall remain in a period of adjournment until it 
convenes for the next legislative day.  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the schedule for meetings of the 2016 regular 
session to be held subsequent to the latest legislative day specified above shall be as 
provided by another resolution of the General Assembly adopted subsequent to the 
adoption of this resolution.  
 

PART II 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that whenever, due to an emergency or disaster, resulting 
from manmade or natural causes or enemy attack, it becomes imprudent, inexpedient, or 
impossible to conduct the affairs of the General Assembly at the State Capitol in Atlanta, 
Fulton County, and the Governor has by proclamation declared an emergency temporary 
location or locations for the seat of government in accordance with Code Section 38-3-
52, the Speaker of the House of Representatives and the President of the Senate may, by 
joint agreement, order the discontinuation of the schedule for meetings provided by this 
resolution and provide for reconvening the House and the Senate at such temporary 
location or locations in accordance with Code Sections 38-3-52 and 38-3-53 on such date 
and at such time as they deem practical.  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that whenever, due to an emergency or disaster, resulting 
from manmade or natural causes or enemy attack, it becomes imprudent, inexpedient, or 
impossible to conduct the affairs of the General Assembly at the State Capitol in Atlanta, 
Fulton County, but the Governor has not by proclamation declared an emergency 
temporary location or locations for the seat of government in accordance with the above, 
the Speaker of the House of Representatives and the President of the Senate may, by joint 
agreement, order the discontinuation of the schedule for meetings provided by this 
resolution and provide for reconvening the House and the Senate at the State Capitol in 
Atlanta, Fulton County, on such date and at such time as they deem practical.  
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that, in any case of emergency or disaster resulting in the 
discontinuation of the schedule for meetings as authorized by this resolution, the Speaker 
of the House of Representatives and the President of the Senate shall provide for prompt 
notice of the same to all members of the House of Representatives and all members of the 
Senate, respectively, by such means as such officers deem practical and efficient; and 
each house shall be and remain in adjournment until convening for the next legislative 
day on the date certain jointly specified by such officers.  Following such reconvening, 
the General Assembly may provide by joint resolution for a new schedule for meetings 
and adjournments.  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that, as to any case of emergency or disaster resulting in 
the discontinuation of the schedule for meetings as authorized by this resolution, the 
adoption of this resolution by the General Assembly shall constitute the consent of both 
the House of Representatives and the Senate for purposes of Article III, Section IV, 
Paragraph I(b) of the Constitution.   
 
 On the adoption of the Resolution, the roll call was ordered and the vote was as 
follows: 
 
Y Abrams 
Y Alexander 
    Allison 
Y Atwood 
Y Ballinger 
Y Barr 
Y Battles 
Y Beasley-Teague 
Y Belton 
Y Bennett, K 
Y Bennett, T 
Y Bentley 
Y Benton 
Y Beskin 
Y Beverly 
Y Blackmon 
Y Broadrick 
Y Brockway 
Y Bruce 
Y Bryant 
Y Buckner 
Y Burns 
Y Caldwell, J 
Y Caldwell, M 
Y Cantrell 
Y Carson 
Y Carter, A 
Y Carter, D 
Y Casas 
Y Chandler 
Y Cheokas 

Y Coomer 
Y Cooper 
Y Corbett 
Y Dawkins-Haigler 
Y Deffenbaugh 
Y Dempsey 
Y Dickerson 
Y Dickey 
Y Dickson 
Y Dollar 
Y Douglas 
Y Drenner 
Y Dudgeon 
Y Dukes 
Y Dunahoo 
Y Duncan 
Y Ealum 
Y Efstration 
Y Ehrhart 
Y England 
Y Epps 
Y Evans 
Y Fleming 
    Floyd 
Y Fludd 
Y Frazier 
Y Frye 
Y Gardner 
Y Gasaway 
Y Gilligan 
Y Glanton 

Y Harrell 
Y Hatchett 
Y Hawkins 
Y Henson 
Y Hightower 
Y Hitchens 
Y Holcomb 
Y Holmes 
    Houston 
Y Howard 
Y Hugley 
Y Jackson 
Y Jasperse 
Y Jones, J 
Y Jones, J.B. 
    Jones, L 
E Jones, S 
Y Jordan 
Y Kaiser 
Y Kelley 
Y Kendrick 
    Kidd 
Y Kirby 
Y Knight 
Y LaRiccia 
Y Lott 
Y Lumsden 
Y Mabra 
Y Marin 
Y Martin 
Y Maxwell 

Y Mitchell 
Y Morris 
Y Mosby 
Y Nimmer 
Y Nix 
Y Oliver 
    Pak 
Y Parrish 
Y Parsons 
Y Peake 
Y Petrea 
    Pezold 
Y Pirkle 
Y Powell, A 
Y Powell, J 
Y Price 
Y Prince 
Y Pruett 
Y Quick 
Y Raffensperger 
Y Rakestraw 
Y Ramsey 
Y Randall 
Y Reeves 
Y Rhodes 
Y Rice 
Y Rogers, C 
Y Rogers, T 
Y Rutledge 
Y Rynders 
Y Scott 

Y Smith, L 
Y Smith, M 
Y Smith, R 
Y Smyre 
Y Spencer 
    Stephens, M 
Y Stephens, R 
E Stephenson  
Y Stovall 
    Stover 
Y Strickland 
    Tankersley 
Y Tanner 
Y Tarvin 
Y Taylor, D 
Y Taylor, T 
Y Teasley 
Y Thomas, A.M. 
Y Thomas, E 
Y Trammell 
Y Turner 
    VACANT 
Y Waites 
Y Watson 
Y Welch 
    Weldon 
Y Werkheiser 
Y Wilkerson 
Y Wilkinson 
Y Willard 
Y Williams, A 
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Y Clark, D 
Y Clark, H 
Y Clark, V 
Y Coleman 
    Cooke 

    Golick 
Y Gordon 
Y Gravley 
Y Greene 
Y Harden 

    Mayo 
    McCall 
Y McClain 
Y Meadows 
Y Metze 

Y Setzler 
Y Sharper 
Y Shaw 
Y Sims 
Y Smith, E 

Y Williams, C 
Y Williams, E 
Y Williamson 
Y Yates 
    Ralston, Speaker 

   
 On the adoption of the Resolution, the ayes were 161, nays 0. 
 
 The Resolution was adopted. 
 
 Representative Burns of the 159th moved that the House do now adjourn until 10:00 
o'clock, tomorrow morning, and the motion prevailed.  
 
 The Speaker announced the House adjourned until 10:00 o'clock, tomorrow morning. 


