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Representative Hall, Atlanta, Georgia 

 

Thursday, February 11, 2016 

 

Twentieth Legislative Day 

 
The House met pursuant to adjournment at 10:00 o'clock, A.M., this day and was 

called to order by the Speaker. 
 
The roll was called and the following Representatives answered to their names: 

 
    Abrams 
    Alexander 
    Allison 
    Atwood 
    Ballinger 
    Barr 
E Beasley-Teague 
    Belton 
E Bennett, K 
    Bennett, T 
    Bentley 
    Benton 
    Beskin 
    Beverly 
    Blackmon 
    Broadrick 
    Brockway 
    Bruce 
E Bryant 
    Buckner 
    Burns 
    Caldwell, J 
    Caldwell, M 
    Cantrell 
    Carter, A 
    Carter, D 
    Casas 
    Chandler 
    Cheokas 
    Clark, D 
    Clark, H 
    Clark, V 
    Coleman 
    Cooke 

    Coomer 
    Cooper 
    Corbett 
E Dawkins-Haigler 
    Deffenbaugh 
E Dempsey 
    Dickerson 
    Dickey 
    Dickson 
    Douglas 
    Drenner 
    Dudgeon 
    Dukes 
    Dunahoo 
    Duncan 
    Ealum 
    Efstration 
    Ehrhart 
    England 
    Epps 
    Evans 
    Fleming 
    Floyd 
    Fludd 
    Frazier 
    Frye 
    Gardner 
    Gasaway 
    Gilligan 
    Glanton 
    Golick 
    Gordon 
    Gravley 
    Greene 

    Harden 
    Harrell 
    Hatchett 
    Hawkins 
E Henson 
    Hightower 
    Hitchens 
    Holcomb 
    Holmes 
    Houston 
E Howard 
    Hugley 
    Jackson 
    Jasperse 
    Jones, J 
    Jones, J.B. 
    Jones, L 
    Jones, S 
E Jordan 
    Kaiser 
    Kelley 
E Kendrick 
    Kidd 
E Kirby 
    Knight 
    LaRiccia 
    Lott 
    Lumsden 
    Mabra 
    Marin 
    Martin 
E Maxwell 
    Mayo 
    McCall 

    McClain 
    Meadows 
    Metze 
    Mitchell 
    Morris 
E Nimmer 
    Nix 
    Oliver 
    Pak 
    Parrish 
    Peake 
    Petrea 
    Pezold 
    Pirkle 
    Powell, A 
    Powell, J 
    Price 
    Prince 
    Quick 
    Raffensperger 
    Rakestraw 
    Ramsey 
    Reeves 
    Rhodes 
    Rice 
    Rogers, C 
    Rogers, T 
    Rutledge 
    Rynders 
    Scott 
E Setzler 
    Sharper 
    Shaw 
    Sims 

    Smith, E 
    Smith, L 
E Smith, M 
    Smith, R 
    Spencer 
    Stephens, M 
    Stephens, R 
    Stovall 
E Stover 
    Strickland 
    Tankersley 
    Tanner 
    Tarvin 
    Taylor, D 
E Taylor, T 
    Teasley 
    Thomas, A.M. 
    Thomas, E 
    Trammell 
    Turner 
E Waites  
    Watson 
    Welch 
    Weldon 
    Werkheiser 
    Wilkerson 
    Wilkinson 
    Willard 
    Williams, A 
    Williams, E 
    Williamson 
    Yates 
    Ralston, Speaker  

 
Due to a mechanical malfunction, Representative Battles of the 15th was not recorded 

on the attendance roll call.  He wished to be recorded as present.   
 

 The following members were off the floor of the House when the roll was called:  
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 Representatives Dollar of the 45th, Mosby of the 83rd, Parsons of the 44th, Pruett of 
the 149th, Randall of the 142nd, Smyre of the 135th, Stephenson of the 90th, and 
Williams of the 119th. 
 
 They wished to be recorded as present. 
 
 Prayer was offered by Pastor Curtis Curry, Jr., Ignite Church, Richmond Hill, 
Georgia. 
 
 The members pledged allegiance to the flag. 
 
 Representative Cheokas of the 138th, Chairman of the Committee on Information and 
Audits, reported that the Journal of the previous legislative day had been read and found 
to be correct.  
 
 By unanimous consent, the reading of the Journal was dispensed with. 
 
 The Journal was confirmed. 
 

By unanimous consent, the following was established as the order of business during 
the first part of the period of unanimous consents: 
 

1.  Introduction of Bills and Resolutions. 
 
2.  First reading and reference of House Bills and Resolutions. 
 
3.  Second reading of Bills and Resolutions. 
 
4.  Reports of Standing Committees. 

 
5.  Third reading and passage of Local uncontested Bills. 
 
6.  First reading and reference of Senate Bills and Resolutions. 
 
By unanimous consent, the following Bills and Resolutions of the House were 

introduced, read the first time and referred to the Committees: 
 

HB 968. By Representative Caldwell of the 131st: 
 

A BILL to be entitled an Act to authorize the Magistrate Court of Pike 
County to impose and collect county law library fees as part of the court 
costs in the magistrate court; to provide for practices and procedures 
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connected therewith; to provide for related matters; to repeal conflicting 
laws; and for other purposes.  

 
 Referred to the Committee on Intragovernmental Coordination - Local. 
 
HB 969. By Representative Taylor of the 79th: 
 

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Part 4 of Article 6 of Chapter 2 of 
Title 20 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to school 
financing, so as to provide that the allotment of funds provided to the county 
school system of any county having, in addition to the county school system, 
one or more independent school systems shall be reduced in each fiscal year 
by the amount of ad valorem taxes collected on behalf of such county school 
system in the preceding year attributable to that part of such county school 
system's millage rate in excess of 20 mills; to provide for related matters; to 
repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.  

 
 Referred to the Committee on Education. 
 
HB 970. By Representatives Lumsden of the 12th, Powell of the 32nd, Hitchens of the 

161st, Jasperse of the 11th, Atwood of the 179th and others: 
 

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Title 25 of the Official Code of 
Georgia Annotated, relating to fire protection and safety, so as to revise 
requirements for the issuance of certificates of compliance for fire 
departments; to revise and to provide for definitions; to expand the functions 
and powers of the Georgia Firefighter Standards and Training Council; to 
revise qualifications for firefighters; to provide for related matters; to repeal 
conflicting laws; and for other purposes.  

 
 Referred to the Committee on Public Safety & Homeland Security. 
 
HB 971. By Representatives Benton of the 31st, Abrams of the 89th, Sharper of the 

177th and Bennett of the 94th: 
 

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Chapter 1 of Title 49 of the Official 
Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to general provisions applicable to 
social services, so as to authorize the Department of Human Services to 
provide the same medical assistance and health insurance coverages to 
kinship caregivers and the children in their care that are provided to foster 
parents and the children in their care; to provide for related matters; to repeal 
conflicting laws; and for other purposes.  
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 Referred to the Committee on Juvenile Justice. 
 
HB 972. By Representatives Bennett of the 80th, Hugley of the 136th, Evans of the 

42nd, Gordon of the 163rd, Abrams of the 89th and others: 
 

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Title 34 of the Official Code of 
Georgia Annotated, relating to labor and industrial relations, so as to enact 
the Georgia Pregnant Workers Fairness Act; to provide for a short title; to 
provide for intent; to provide for definitions; to provide for notice of rights; 
to provide for reasonable accommodations to job applicants and employees 
for circumstances related to pregnancy, childbirth, or related conditions; to 
provide for a civil cause of action for unfair employment practices; to require 
the Department of Labor to develop courses and educate the public on such 
accommodations; to provide for related matters; to repeal conflicting laws; 
and for other purposes.  

 
 Referred to the Committee on Industry and Labor. 
 
HB 973. By Representatives Coomer of the 14th, Rice of the 95th, Powell of the 32nd, 

Kaiser of the 59th, Clark of the 101st and others: 
 

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Chapter 1 of Title 40 of the O.C.G.A., 
relating to identification and regulation of motor vehicles, so as to provide 
for the regulation by the Department of Public Safety of towing service 
providers operating on interstate highways subject to appropriation by the 
General Assembly; to provide for definitions; to require annual permits for 
the operation of towing service providers; to provide for power of the 
department to establish procedures for the issuance of such permits; to 
provide for a maximum fee to be charged for such permits; to provide for 
authority to promulgate rules and regulations; to provide for a right to a 
hearing upon denial of such permit; to provide for effective dates; to provide 
for related matters; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.  

 
 Referred to the Committee on Public Safety & Homeland Security. 
 
HB 974. By Representatives Oliver of the 82nd, Abrams of the 89th, Rice of the 95th, 

Tanner of the 9th and Thomas of the 39th: 
 

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Code Section 40-5-26 of the Official 
Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to applications of minors, so as to 
provide for specific individuals who may sign an application for an 
instructional permit or driver's license for a minor; to amend Chapter 1 of 
Title 51 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to general 
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provisions for torts, so as to provide for certain immunity for individuals who 
sign an application for an instructional permit or driver's license for a minor; 
to provide for related matters; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other 
purposes.  

 
 Referred to the Committee on Juvenile Justice. 
 
HB 975. By Representatives Shaw of the 176th, Smith of the 134th, Efstration of the 

104th, Caldwell of the 131st, Blackmon of the 146th and others: 
 

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Chapter 10 of Title 33 of the Official 
Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to assets and liabilities, so as to provide 
for certain updates to the standard valuation law as it relates to the reserve 
requirements for companies allowed to opt out of the principal based reserves 
standards; to provide for related matters; to repeal conflicting laws; and for 
other purposes.  

 
 Referred to the Committee on Insurance. 
 
HB 976. By Representatives Hitchens of the 161st, Willard of the 51st, Powell of the 

32nd, Caldwell of the 131st, Tanner of the 9th and others: 
 

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Article 5 of Chapter 18 of Title 50 of 
the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to state records 
management, so as to provide for minimum retention periods for video 
recordings from law enforcement surveillance devices, law enforcement 
body-worn devices, or devices located on or inside of a law enforcement 
vehicle; to provide for a definition; to provide for exceptions; to provide for 
presumptions, civil liability, and fees; to provide for related matters; to repeal 
conflicting laws; and for other purposes.  

 
 Referred to the Committee on Public Safety & Homeland Security. 
 
HB 977. By Representatives Ramsey of the 72nd, Hatchett of the 150th, Ehrhart of the 

36th, Williamson of the 115th, Golick of the 40th and others: 
 

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Chapter 3 of Title 20 of the Official 
Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to postsecondary education, so as to 
limit yearly tuition and student fee increases within the university system; to 
provide for definitions; to provide for methods of tuition and student fee 
calculation; to provide for exceptions, limitations, and waivers; to provide for 
related matters; to provide for a contingent effective date; to provide for 
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automatic repeal under certain conditions; to repeal conflicting laws; and for 
other purposes.  

 
 Referred to the Committee on Rules. 
 
HB 978. By Representatives Beverly of the 143rd and Randall of the 142nd: 
 

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend an Act entitled "An Act to provide for 
the restructuring of the government of the City of Macon, the City of Payne 
City, and Bibb County," approved April 20, 2012 (Ga. L. 2012, p. 5595), as 
amended, particularly by an Act approved February 14, 2013 (Ga. L. 2013, p. 
3501), so as to provide that the nonpartisan election of the mayor and 
commissioners shall be held on the Tuesday next following the first Monday 
in November in even-numbered years; to provide for related matters; to 
repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.  

 
 Referred to the Committee on Intragovernmental Coordination - Local. 
 
HB 979. By Representatives Caldwell of the 131st, Cooper of the 43rd, Golick of the 

40th, Atwood of the 179th, Lott of the 122nd and others: 
 

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Article 2 of Chapter 5 of Title 16 of 
the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to assault and battery and 
related offenses against persons, so as to increase the punishment for 
aggravated assault and aggravated battery committed upon hospital 
emergency department personnel and emergency medical services personnel; 
to provide for related matters; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other 
purposes. 

 
 Referred to the Committee on Judiciary Non-Civil. 
 
HB 980. By Representatives Powell of the 32nd, Rynders of the 152nd, Clark of the 

147th and Brockway of the 102nd: 
 

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Chapter 2 of Title 21 of the Official 
Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to primaries and elections generally, so 
as to provide for the reopening of qualifications in municipal elections under 
certain conditions; to provide for related matters; to provide an effective date; 
to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.  

 
 Referred to the Committee on Governmental Affairs. 
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HR 1325. By Representative Cheokas of the 138th: 
 

A RESOLUTION honoring the life of Sergeant First Class Victor A. 
Anderson and dedicating a road in his memory; and for other purposes.  

 
 Referred to the Committee on Transportation. 
 
HR 1326. By Representatives Ramsey of the 72nd, Hatchett of the 150th, Ehrhart of the 

36th, Williamson of the 115th, Golick of the 40th and others: 
 

A RESOLUTION proposing an amendment to the Constitution so as to 
authorize the General Assembly to provide that increases in tuition or fees at 
institutions of the University System of Georgia shall not exceed the rate of 
inflation; to provide for additional authority, limitations, and exceptions; to 
provide for related matters; to provide for submission of this amendment for 
ratification or rejection; and for other purposes.  

 
 Referred to the Committee on Rules. 
 
HR 1327. By Representatives Greene of the 151st, Ealum of the 153rd, Cheokas of the 

138th, Rynders of the 152nd and Dukes of the 154th: 
 

A RESOLUTION recognizing United States military Purple Heart recipients 
and dedicating a portion of a highway in their honor; and for other purposes.  

 
 Referred to the Committee on Transportation. 
 

By unanimous consent, the rules were suspended in order that the following Bills and 
Resolution of the House could be introduced, read the first time and referred to the 
Committees: 

 
HB 982. By Representatives Stephens of the 164th, Petrea of the 166th, Hitchens of 

the 161st, Stephens of the 165th and Gordon of the 163rd: 
 

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Article 1 of Chapter 5 of Title 48 of 
the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to general provisions 
concerning ad valorem taxation of property, so as to change certain 
definitions; to provide for related matters; to repeal conflicting laws; and for 
other purposes.  

 
 Referred to the Committee on Ways & Means. 
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HB 1005. By Representatives Powell of the 171st, Harrell of the 106th, Burns of the 
159th, Ehrhart of the 36th, Holmes of the 129th and others: 

 
A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Article 2 of Chapter 8 of Title 48 of 
the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to the joint county and 
municipal sales and use tax, so as to lengthen the period before such tax can 
be reimposed after it is not extended; to provide for related matters; to 
provide for effective dates; to provide for automatic repeal; to repeal 
conflicting laws; and for other purposes.  

 
 Referred to the Committee on Ways & Means. 
 
HR 1344. By Representatives Powell of the 171st, Harrell of the 106th, Burns of the 

159th, Ehrhart of the 36th, Holmes of the 129th and others: 
 

A RESOLUTION proposing an amendment to the Constitution so as to allow 
boards of education, subject to a referendum, to impose, levy, and collect a 1 
percent sales and use tax for educational purposes and to adjust millage rate 
limitations upon and the millage rate levied by school systems to take into 
account the proceeds received from the sales and use tax by each school 
system the preceding year; to provide for the submission of this amendment 
for ratification or rejection; and for other purposes.  

 
 Referred to the Committee on Ways & Means. 
 
 By unanimous consent, the following Bills and Resolutions of the House and Senate 
were read the second time: 
 

HB 945 
HB 947 
HB 949 
HB 951 
HB 953 
HB 955 
HB 957 
HB 959 
HB 961 
HB 963 
HB 965 
HB 967 
HR 1312 
SB 255 

HB 946 
HB 948 
HB 950 
HB 952 
HB 954 
HB 956 
HB 958 
HB 960 
HB 962 
HB 964 
HB 966 
HR 1311 
HR 1313 
SB 307 
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 Representative Golick of the 40th District, Chairman of the Committee on Judiciary 
Non-Civil, submitted the following report: 
 
 Mr. Speaker: 
 
 Your Committee on Judiciary Non-Civil has had under consideration the following 
Bills of the House and has instructed me to report the same back to the House with the 
following recommendations: 
 

HB 827 Do Pass, by Substitute 
HB 845 Do Pass, by Substitute 
HB 847 Do Pass 

  
 Respectfully submitted, 
 /s/ Golick of the 40th 
 Chairman 
 
 The following report of the Committee on Rules was read and adopted: 
 

HOUSE RULES CALENDAR 
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 11, 2016 

 
Mr. Speaker and Members of the House: 
 
 The Committee on Rules has fixed the calendar for this 20th Legislative Day as 
enumerated below: 
 

DEBATE CALENDAR 
 

Modified Open Rule 
 
HB 193 Life Insurance Consumer Disclosure Model Act; enact (Substitute)(Ins-

Rogers-29th) 
HB 219 Health; swimming pools; exempt certain privately owned pools from 

inspection and licensing requirements (Substitute)(SP&CA-Jones-167th) 
HB 821 "Military Spouses and Veterans Licensure Act"; enact (SBD-Williams-

168th) 
  

Modified Structured Rule 
 
HB 811 Banking and finance; update, modernize, and streamline numerous Code 

sections; revise provisions (Substitute)(B&B-Williamson-115th) 
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Structured Rule 
 
HB 769 Ad valorem tax; certain watercraft held for sale or resale; make permanent 

an exemption (W&M-Hawkins-27th) 
HB 822 Sales and use tax; energy used in agriculture; revise definition (W&M-

Coomer-14th) 
HR 1198 Natural Resources, Department of; Environmental Protection Division; 

review its regulations providing for the protection of underground drinking 
water; encourage (Substitute)(NR&E-Smith-70th) 

  
 Bills and Resolutions on this calendar may be called in any order the Speaker 
desires. 
 
       Respectfully submitted, 
            /s/ Meadows of the 5th 
       Chairman 
 
 By unanimous consent, the following Bills of the House and Senate were taken up for 
consideration and read the third time: 
 
HB 888. By Representative Caldwell of the 131st: 
 

A BILL to be entitled an Act to transfer probation and intake services of the 
Juvenile Court of Upson County to the Georgia Department of Juvenile 
Justice pursuant to Code Section 15-11-69 of the Official Code of Georgia 
Annotated; to provide an effective date; to repeal conflicting laws; and for 
other purposes.  

 
 The report of the Committee, which was favorable to the passage of the Bill, was 
agreed to. 
 
HB 890. By Representative Werkheiser of the 157th: 
 

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend an Act providing for the election of 
the members of the board of education of Tattnall County, approved 
February 29, 1968 (Ga. L. 1968, p. 2077), as amended, particularly by an Act 
approved April 11, 2002 (Ga. L. 2002, p. 3922), so as to stagger the terms of 
the members of the board of education; to provide for related matters; to 
repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.  

 
 The report of the Committee, which was favorable to the passage of the Bill, was 
agreed to. 
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HB 925. By Representative Shaw of the 176th: 
 

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend an Act reconstituting the Board of 
Education of Atkinson County, approved April 5, 1993 (Ga. L. 1993, p. 
4771), as amended, so as to change the compensation of the members of the 
board of education; to provide for related matters; to repeal conflicting laws; 
and for other purposes.  

 
 The report of the Committee, which was favorable to the passage of the Bill, was 
agreed to. 
 
HB 930. By Representative Allison of the 8th: 
 

A BILL to be entitled an Act to provide a new charter for the City of 
Blairsville; to provide for other matters relative to the foregoing; to provide a 
specific repealer; to provide an effective date; to repeal conflicting laws; and 
for other purposes.  

 
 The report of the Committee, which was favorable to the passage of the Bill, was 
agreed to. 
 
HB 932. By Representatives Taylor of the 173rd, Carter of the 175th and Watson of 

the 172nd: 
 

A BILL to be entitled an Act to authorize the governing authority of Thomas 
County to levy an excise tax pursuant to subsection (b) of Code Section 48-
13-51 of the O.C.G.A.; to provide procedures, conditions, and limitations; to 
provide for related matters; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.  

 
 The report of the Committee, which was favorable to the passage of the Bill, was 
agreed to. 
 
HB 940. By Representatives Gilligan of the 24th, Dudgeon of the 25th, Duncan of the 

26th, Cantrell of the 22nd and Tanner of the 9th: 
 

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend the Forsyth County Civil Service 
System Act creating the Forsyth County Civil Service System, approved 
March 13, 1978 (Ga. L. 1978, p. 3572), as amended, particularly by an 
Ordinance and Resolution adopted by the Board of Commissioners of 
Forsyth County May 19, 2011 (Ga. L. 2012, p. 5687), so as to exempt the 
position of IT/special projects administrator of the office of the Clerk of 
Superior Court of Forsyth County from the application of the Forsyth County 
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civil service system; to provide for related matters; to repeal conflicting laws; 
and for other purposes.  

 
 The report of the Committee, which was favorable to the passage of the Bill, was 
agreed to. 
 
SB 315. By Senators Williams of the 27th and Gooch of the 51st: 
 

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend an Act to create the Forsyth County 
Public Facilities Authority, approved May 1, 2008 (Ga. L. 2008, p. 3637), as 
amended, particularly by an Act approved April 10, 2014 (Ga. L. 2014, p. 
3944), so as to revise a definition; to provide a monetary limitation; to 
provide for related matters; to provide an effective date and severability; to 
repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.  

 
 The report of the Committee, which was favorable to the passage of the Bill, was 
agreed to. 
 
 By unanimous consent, the following roll call vote was made applicable to the 
previously read Bills. 
 
 On the passage of the Bills, the roll call was ordered and the vote was as follows:  
  
Y Abrams 
Y Alexander 
Y Allison 
Y Atwood 
Y Ballinger 
E Barr 
Y Battles 
E Beasley-Teague 
Y Belton 
E Bennett, K 
Y Bennett, T 
Y Bentley 
Y Benton 
Y Beskin 
Y Beverly 
Y Blackmon 
Y Broadrick 
Y Brockway 
    Bruce 
E Bryant 
Y Buckner 
Y Burns 
Y Caldwell, J 
Y Caldwell, M 
Y Cantrell 
    Carson 

Y Coomer 
Y Cooper 
Y Corbett 
E Dawkins-Haigler 
Y Deffenbaugh 
E Dempsey 
Y Dickerson 
Y Dickey 
    Dickson 
Y Dollar 
Y Douglas 
Y Drenner 
Y Dudgeon 
Y Dukes 
Y Dunahoo 
Y Duncan 
Y Ealum 
Y Efstration 
Y Ehrhart 
Y England 
Y Epps 
Y Evans 
    Fleming 
Y Floyd 
Y Fludd 
Y Frazier 

Y Harrell 
Y Hatchett 
Y Hawkins 
E Henson 
Y Hightower 
Y Hitchens 
Y Holcomb 
Y Holmes 
Y Houston 
Y Howard 
Y Hugley 
Y Jackson 
Y Jasperse 
Y Jones, J 
Y Jones, J.B. 
Y Jones, L 
Y Jones, S 
Y Jordan 
Y Kaiser 
    Kelley 
E Kendrick 
Y Kidd 
E Kirby 
Y Knight 
Y LaRiccia 
Y Lott 

Y Mitchell 
    Morris 
    Mosby 
E Nimmer 
Y Nix 
Y Oliver 
Y Pak 
Y Parrish 
    Parsons 
Y Peake 
    Petrea 
Y Pezold 
    Pirkle 
Y Powell, A 
Y Powell, J 
Y Price 
Y Prince 
Y Pruett 
Y Quick 
Y Raffensperger 
Y Rakestraw 
Y Ramsey 
    Randall 
Y Reeves 
Y Rhodes 
Y Rice 

Y Smith, L 
E Smith, M 
Y Smith, R 
    Smyre 
Y Spencer 
Y Stephens, M 
Y Stephens, R 
    Stephenson 
Y Stovall 
E Stover 
Y Strickland 
    Tankersley 
Y Tanner 
Y Tarvin 
Y Taylor, D 
E Taylor, T 
Y Teasley 
Y Thomas, A.M. 
Y Thomas, E 
Y Trammell 
Y Turner 
    VACANT 
E Waites  
Y Watson 
    Welch 
Y Weldon 
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Y Carter, A 
Y Carter, D 
Y Casas 
Y Chandler 
Y Cheokas 
Y Clark, D 
Y Clark, H 
Y Clark, V 
Y Coleman 
Y Cooke 

Y Frye 
    Gardner 
Y Gasaway 
Y Gilligan 
Y Glanton 
Y Golick 
Y Gordon 
Y Gravley 
Y Greene 
Y Harden 

Y Lumsden 
Y Mabra 
Y Marin 
    Martin 
Y Maxwell 
Y Mayo 
Y McCall 
Y McClain 
Y Meadows 
Y Metze 

Y Rogers, C 
Y Rogers, T 
Y Rutledge 
Y Rynders 
Y Scott 
E Setzler 
Y Sharper 
Y Shaw 
Y Sims 
Y Smith, E 

Y Werkheiser 
Y Wilkerson 
Y Wilkinson 
Y Willard 
Y Williams, A 
Y Williams, C 
Y Williams, E 
Y Williamson 
Y Yates 
    Ralston, Speaker 

   
 On the passage of the Bills, the ayes were 146, nays 0. 
 
 The Bills, having received the requisite constitutional majority, were passed. 
 
 The following message was received from the Senate through Mr. Cook, the Secretary 
thereof: 
 
Mr. Speaker: 
 
 The Senate has passed by the requisite constitutional majority the following bill of the 
Senate:   
 
SB 262. By Senator Stone of the 23rd: 

 
A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Title 15 of the Official Code of 
Georgia Annotated, relating to courts, so as to change provisions relating to 
when a judge, judicial officer, grand juror, or trial juror may be disqualified 
from presiding or serving, as applicable, due to being related by consanguinity 
or affinity to a party; to provide for related matters; to repeal conflicting laws; 
and for other purposes.  
 

By unanimous consent, the following Bill of the Senate was read the first time and 
referred to the Committee: 

 
SB 262. By Senator Stone of the 23rd: 
 

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Title 15 of the Official Code of 
Georgia Annotated, relating to courts, so as to change provisions relating to 
when a judge, judicial officer, grand juror, or trial juror may be disqualified 
from presiding or serving, as applicable, due to being related by 
consanguinity or affinity to a party; to provide for related matters; to repeal 
conflicting laws; and for other purposes.  

 
 Referred to the Committee on Judiciary. 
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 The following members were recognized during the period of Morning Orders and 
addressed the House: 
 

Representatives Glanton of the 75th, Efstration of the 104th, Caldwell of the 131st et 
al., Epps of the 144th, Rogers of the 29th, Cheokas of the 138th, Stovall of the 74th, 
Carter of the 92nd, and Carson of the 46th. 

 
Pursuant to HR 1055, the House recognized February 11, 2016, as Augusta University 

Day at the state capitol.  
 

 Under the general order of business, established by the Committee on Rules, the 
following Bills and Resolution of the House were taken up for consideration and read the 
third time: 
 
HB 193. By Representatives Rogers of the 29th, Mabra of the 63rd, Shaw of the 

176th, Smith of the 134th and Teasley of the 37th: 
 

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Chapter 25 of Title 33 of the Official 
Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to life insurance, so as to provide for the 
"Life Insurance Consumer Disclosure Model Act"; to provide for written 
notice to certain life insurance policyholders that request the surrender of, a 
loan against, or accelerated death benefit, nursing home benefit, critical 
illness benefit, or any other living benefit under a life insurance policy; to 
provide for a short title; to provide for definitions; to provide for the written 
notice provisions; to provide that the written notice shall be promulgated by 
rules and regulations by the Commissioner; to provide for penalties; to repeal 
conflicting laws; and for other purposes.  
 

 The following Committee substitute was read and adopted: 
 

A BILL TO BE ENTITLED 
AN ACT 

 
To amend Chapter 25 of Title 33 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to 
life insurance, so as to provide that an insurer shall not terminate or otherwise penalize an 
agent for apprising a policy owner of alternatives to the lapse or surrender of an 
individual life insurance policy; to provide for related matters; to repeal conflicting laws; 
and for other purposes.  
 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF GEORGIA:  
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SECTION 1. 
Chapter 25 of Title 33 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to life 
insurance, is amended by adding a new Code section to read as follows:  

"33-25-15.  
(a)  As used in this Code section, the term:  

(1)  'Agent' means a person that is the agent of record of a policy or that has a business 
relationship with the policy owner or insured.  
(2) 'Insurer' means the insurance company that issued or currently insures the policy.  
(3)  'Person' means an individual or a legal entity.  
(4)  'Policy' means an individual life insurance policy owned by an individual who is a 
resident of this state, regardless of whether such individual life insurance policy has 
been issued, delivered, or renewed in this state.  

(b)  No insurer or any other person shall terminate, fine, or otherwise penalize an agent 
for: 

(1)  Apprising a policy owner or his or her designee of options under the policy terms 
to the lapse or surrender of the policy; or 
(2)  Assisting a policy owner with securing any benefits under the policy terms." 

 
SECTION 2. 

All laws and parts of laws in conflict with this Act are repealed.   
 
 The report of the Committee, which was favorable to the passage of the Bill, by 
substitute, was agreed to. 
 
 On the passage of the Bill, by substitute, the roll call was ordered and the vote was as 
follows: 
 
Y Abrams 
Y Alexander 
Y Allison 
Y Atwood 
Y Ballinger 
E Barr 
Y Battles 
E Beasley-Teague 
Y Belton 
E Bennett, K 
Y Bennett, T 
Y Bentley 
Y Benton 
Y Beskin 
Y Beverly 
Y Blackmon 
Y Broadrick 
Y Brockway 
Y Bruce 
E Bryant 
Y Buckner 

Y Coomer 
Y Cooper 
Y Corbett 
Y Dawkins-Haigler 
Y Deffenbaugh 
E Dempsey 
Y Dickerson 
Y Dickey 
Y Dickson 
Y Dollar 
Y Douglas 
Y Drenner 
Y Dudgeon 
Y Dukes 
Y Dunahoo 
Y Duncan 
Y Ealum 
Y Efstration 
Y Ehrhart 
Y England 
Y Epps 

    Harrell 
Y Hatchett 
Y Hawkins 
Y Henson 
Y Hightower 
Y Hitchens 
Y Holcomb 
Y Holmes 
Y Houston 
Y Howard 
Y Hugley 
    Jackson 
Y Jasperse 
Y Jones, J 
Y Jones, J.B. 
Y Jones, L 
Y Jones, S 
Y Jordan 
Y Kaiser 
Y Kelley 
E Kendrick 

Y Mitchell 
Y Morris 
    Mosby 
E Nimmer 
Y Nix 
Y Oliver 
Y Pak 
Y Parrish 
Y Parsons 
Y Peake 
Y Petrea 
Y Pezold 
Y Pirkle 
Y Powell, A 
Y Powell, J 
Y Price 
Y Prince 
Y Pruett 
Y Quick 
Y Raffensperger 
Y Rakestraw 

Y Smith, L 
E Smith, M 
Y Smith, R 
Y Smyre 
Y Spencer 
Y Stephens, M 
Y Stephens, R 
    Stephenson 
Y Stovall 
Y Stover 
Y Strickland 
Y Tankersley 
Y Tanner 
Y Tarvin 
Y Taylor, D 
E Taylor, T 
Y Teasley 
Y Thomas, A.M. 
Y Thomas, E 
Y Trammell 
Y Turner 
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Y Burns 
Y Caldwell, J 
Y Caldwell, M 
Y Cantrell 
    Carson 
Y Carter, A 
Y Carter, D 
Y Casas 
Y Chandler 
Y Cheokas 
Y Clark, D 
Y Clark, H 
Y Clark, V 
Y Coleman 
Y Cooke 

Y Evans 
Y Fleming 
Y Floyd 
Y Fludd 
Y Frazier 
Y Frye 
Y Gardner 
Y Gasaway 
Y Gilligan 
Y Glanton 
Y Golick 
Y Gordon 
Y Gravley 
Y Greene 
Y Harden 

Y Kidd 
E Kirby 
Y Knight 
Y LaRiccia 
Y Lott 
Y Lumsden 
    Mabra 
Y Marin 
Y Martin 
Y Maxwell 
Y Mayo 
    McCall 
Y McClain 
Y Meadows 
Y Metze 

Y Ramsey 
Y Randall 
Y Reeves 
    Rhodes 
    Rice 
Y Rogers, C 
Y Rogers, T 
Y Rutledge 
Y Rynders 
Y Scott 
Y Setzler 
Y Sharper 
Y Shaw 
Y Sims 
Y Smith, E 

    VACANT 
E Waites  
Y Watson 
Y Welch 
    Weldon 
Y Werkheiser 
Y Wilkerson 
Y Wilkinson 
Y Willard 
Y Williams, A 
Y Williams, C 
Y Williams, E 
Y Williamson 
Y Yates 
    Ralston, Speaker 

   
 On the passage of the Bill, by substitute, the ayes were 157, nays 0. 
 
 The Bill, having received the requisite constitutional majority, was passed, by 
substitute. 
 
HB 811. By Representatives Williamson of the 115th, Powell of the 171st, Brockway 

of the 102nd, Morris of the 156th, England of the 116th and others: 
 

A BILL to be entitled an Act to extensively amend Title 7 of the Official 
Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to banking and finance, so as to update, 
modernize, and streamline numerous Code sections to provide for efficient 
regulation of banks, trust companies, credit unions, merchant acquirer limited 
purpose banks, and the mortgage lending industry; to update and eliminate 
certain provisions to comply with federal law; to update certain provisions to 
comply with federal court decisions; to revise powers and duties of the 
Department of Banking and Finance; to delete all appearances of and 
references to the term "building and loan associations"; to provide for related 
matters; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.  
 

 The following Committee substitute was read and adopted: 
 

A BILL TO BE ENTITLED 
AN ACT 

 
To extensively amend Title 7 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to 
banking and finance, so as to update, modernize, and streamline numerous Code sections 
to provide for efficient regulation of banks, trust companies, credit unions, merchant 
acquirer limited purpose banks, and the mortgage lending industry; to update and 
eliminate certain provisions to comply with federal law; to update certain provisions to 
comply with federal court decisions; to revise powers and duties of the Department of 
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Banking and Finance; to delete all appearances of and references to the term "building 
and loan associations"; to provide for related matters; to repeal conflicting laws; and for 
other purposes.  
 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF GEORGIA:  
 

PART I 
Department of Banking and Finance generally 

 
SECTION 1-1. 

Title 7 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to banking and finance, is 
amended by revising Code Section 7-1-36, relating to oath and bond of commissioner, 
deputy commissioner, and examiners within the Department of Banking and Finance, as 
follows:  

"7-1-36.  
(a)  Before entering upon the duties of their offices office, the commissioner, each 
deputy commissioner, and each examiner shall take an oath before the Governor or one 
of the Justices of the Supreme Court to support the Constitution of the United States 
and the Constitution of Georgia and to execute faithfully the duties of their respective 
offices, his or her office. which oath shall be in writing and subscribed to by the 
commissioner, each deputy commissioner, or each examiner, as the case may be, and 
filed in the Governor's office in the case of the commissioner and filed in the 
commissioner's office in the case of each deputy commissioner and each examiner.  
Each of them shall also give bond to the State of Georgia with security or securities 
approved by the Governor in the sum of $50,000.00 in the case of the commissioner 
and in the sum of $10,000.00 in all other cases, conditioned as follows Before entering 
their respective offices, each deputy commissioner and examiner shall take an oath of 
office before the commissioner to support the Constitution of the United States and the 
Constitution of Georgia and to execute faithfully the duties of their respective offices 
which shall be in writing and subscribed by the deputy commissioner or examiner and 
filed with the department.  
(b)  The commissioner, each deputy commissioner, and each examiner shall:  

(1)  That the officer will faithfully Faithfully discharge, execute, and perform all and 
singular the duties required of such officer and which may be required by the 
Constitution and laws of the State of Georgia;  
(2)  That the officer will faithfully Faithfully account for all moneys that may be 
received by such officer from time to time by virtue of his office; and 
(3)  That the officer will safely Safely deliver to the successor of such office all 
books, moneys, vouchers, accounts, and effects whatever belonging to said office.  

(b)  The surety on the bonds shall be a regular incorporated surety company or 
companies qualified to do business in the State of Georgia, and the premium on the 
bonds shall be paid as other expenses of the department.  Notwithstanding the 
foregoing, the requirements of this subsection as to surety may be fulfilled by the 
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participation of the department in any surety bond program covering other state 
officials and employees which provides the required level of surety whether such surety 
is underwritten by a company qualified to do business in this state or by a self-
insurance surety bond program established by law. 
(c)  Notwithstanding the foregoing, the oath of office of any deputy commissioner or 
examiner may be administered by the commissioner." 

 

SECTION 1-2. 
Said title is further amended by revising Code Section 7-1-42, relating to enforcement of 
payment of fees, as follows:  

"7-1-42.  
In the event any financial institution shall fail or refuse to pay on demand the amount 
fixed as fees for examinations any amount owed to the department, including, but not 
limited to, outstanding fees, the department may proceed through the Attorney General 
to collect the same by action at law." 

 
SECTION 1-3. 

Said title is further amended by revising Code Section 7-1-68, relating to reports to 
department, publication of summaries, and penalty for noncompliance, as follows:  

"7-1-68.  
(a)  The department may require reports on the condition of or any particular facts 
concerning any financial institution at any time the department deems it necessary or 
advisable.  
(b)  The form of all reports, the information to be contained in them, and the date on 
which they shall be due shall be prescribed by the department.  The reports shall be 
verified by the oath or affirmation of the president, secretary, or other managing officer 
of the institution.  
(c)  Every financial institution shall publish annually abstract summaries of two of its 
reports of condition designated for this purpose by the department and shall file proof 
of such publication with the department.  Such publication shall be made only once in a 
newspaper of general circulation in the county of the main office of the institution.  The 
department may waive this requirement, in whole or in part, with respect to financial 
institutions which make their financial statements readily available to the public, 
including their customer base, and with respect to a class of financial institutions which 
does not do business with the public generally and may limit the required publication to 
the customer base served by the institution.  
(d)  Any financial institution which fails to prepare or publish any report or to furnish 
any proof of publication, in accordance with this Code section, or fails to provide any 
facts or information requested under subsection (a) of this Code section, shall pay the 
department a penalty of $100.00 for each day after the time fixed by the department for 
filing such report, making such publication, or furnishing such proof of publication, but 
the department may, in its discretion, relieve any financial institution from the payment 
of such penalty, in whole or in part, if good cause be shown.  If a financial institution 
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fails to pay a penalty from which it has not been relieved, the department may, through 
the Attorney General, maintain an action at law to recover it." 

 

SECTION 1-4. 
Said title is further amended by repealing and reserving Code Sections 7-1-96 and 7-1-97, 
relating to liability on bonds for nonperformance of duty and costs of actions by or 
against department, respectively.  
 

SECTION 1-5. 
Said title is further amended by revising Code Section 7-1-111, relating to emergency 
closings, as follows:  

"7-1-111.  
Whenever it appears to the Governor that the welfare of this state or any region thereof 
or the welfare and security of any financial institution or the lives of the employees of 
the financial institution or the safety of the funds of depositors and property of the 
shareholders are endangered or placed in jeopardy by any impending or existing 
emergency or other catastrophe, including, but not limited to, economic crises, 
hurricanes, tornadoes, fire hazards, disruption or failure of utility, transportation, 
communication, or information systems, or civil disorders, the Governor may proclaim 
that an emergency exists, which shall authorize the emergency closing of any impacted 
and such state of emergency proclamation shall authorize financial institutions to elect 
to close.  The Governor may also proclaim that any financial institution or type of 
financial institution shall be subject to special regulation as herein provided until the 
Governor, by a like proclamation, declares the period of such emergency to have 
terminated.  The department may declare emergencies in specific cases for cause 
shown, and its declaration shall remain in effect until terminated by the Governor or the 
commissioner, whichever occurs first." 

 

SECTION 1-6. 
Said title is further amended in Code Section 7-1-680, relating to definitions relative to 
the sale of payment instruments, by adding a new paragraph to read as follows:  

"(26)  'Virtual currency' means a digital representation of monetary value that does not 
have legal tender status as recognized by the United States government.  The term does 
not include the software or protocols governing the transfer of the digital representation 
of monetary value.  The term also does not include units of value that are issued in an 
affinity or rewards program and that cannot be redeemed for money or virtual 
currencies.  Neither does the term include an affinity or rewards program tied to a 
credit, debit, or prepaid card that awards points for purchases or other transactions, 
which points can be redeemed for dollar denominated credit to a checking, credit card, 
or prepaid account, or for a gift card, goods, travel, or services." 
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SECTION 1-7. 
Said title is further amended by revising Code Section 7-1-690, relating to enforcement of 
restrictions on the sale of payment instruments, as follows:  

"7-1-690.  
(a)  Without limiting the power conferred by Article 1 of this chapter, the department 
may make reasonable rules and regulations, not inconsistent with law, for the 
interpretation and enforcement of this article.  
(b)  The department is authorized to enact rules and regulations that apply solely to 
persons engaged in money transmission or the sale of payment instruments involving 
virtual currency.  The department shall enact such rules and regulations it finds 
necessary to: 

(1)  Foster the growth of businesses engaged in money transmission or the sale of 
payment instruments involving virtual currency in Georgia and spur state economic 
development; 
(2)  Ensure the continued solvency, safety, soundness, and prudent conduct of persons 
engaged in money transmission or the sale of payment instruments involving virtual 
currency; 
(3)  Ensure fair, timely, and equitable fulfillment of the financial obligations of such 
persons; 
(4)  Protect customers of businesses engaged in money transmission or the sale of 
payment instruments involving virtual currency from financially impaired or insolvent 
providers of such services; 
(5)  Encourage high standards of honesty, transparency, fair business practices, and 
public responsibility; 
(6)  Eliminate financial fraud, other criminal abuse, and unethical conduct in the 
industry; and 
(7)  Ensure businesses engaged in money transmission or the sale of payment 
instruments involving virtual currency provide customers with timely and 
understandable information in order that customers may make informed decisions 
about virtual currency products and services." 

 

PART II 
Banks and trust companies 

 
SECTION 2-1. 

Said title is further amended by repealing and reserving Code Section 7-1-11, relating to 
registration of nonresident corporations.  
 

SECTION 2-2. 
Said title is further amended by repealing and reserving Code Section 7-1-239.5, relating 
to fee for instruments drawn on other institutions.  
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SECTION 2-3. 
Said title is further amended in Code Section 7-1-290, relating to powers as surety or 
guarantor, by revising paragraph (3) of subsection (c) as follows:  

"(3)  Pledging or otherwise granting security interests in their assets to secure public 
funds deposited in the bank or another bank, including, but not limited to, deposits 
made pursuant to a pledging pool." 

 

SECTION 2-4. 
Said title is further amended by revising Code Section 7-1-370, relating to deposits by 
banks, as follows:  

"7-1-370.  
(a)  Subject to the restrictions of subsection (b) of this Code section and of Code 
Section 7-1-371 in regard to reserve funds, a bank financial institution may deposit its 
funds in any depository which is:  

(1)  Selected by, or in any manner authorized by, its directors;  
(2)  Authorized by law to receive deposits; and 
(3)  In the case of a depository located in the United States, one which has deposit 
insurance issued by or equivalent to deposit insurance provided by a federal public 
body to depositories of the type involved.  

(b)  If a director of the bank financial institution has a relationship to a depository as 
either:  

(1)  An officer or director; or 
(2)  An owner of 5 percent or more of the shares of the depository,  

the depository shall be approved by a majority of the directors other than the director 
who has such relationship." 

 

SECTION 2-5. 
Said title is further amended by revising Code Section 7-1-371, relating to legal reserve 
requirements, notice of deficiency, penalty, and effect of deficiency, as follows:  

"7-1-371.  
(a)  For the purposes of the reserve requirement imposed by subsection (b)(c) of this 
Code section and the composition of the required reserve fund under subsection (d) of 
this Code section, the term:  

(1)  'Demand deposits' means the aggregate of deposits which can be required to be 
paid on demand or within less than 30 days after demand;  
(2)  'Reserve agent' means a depository of a bank financial institution selected as 
provided in Code Section 7-1-370 and approved by the department for the deposit of 
funds included in the required reserve fund.  

(b)  A financial institution which is governed by 12 C.F.R. 204 shall maintain, at all 
times, a reserve fund in accordance with the applicable federal requirements. 
(c)  A bank financial institution which is not a member of the Federal Reserve System 
governed by 12 C.F.R. 204 shall maintain, at all times, a reserve fund in an amount 
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fixed by regulation of the department;, but in no case shall such reserve be required in 
excess of: 

(1)  In the case of a savings bank, 5 percent of total deposits; and 
(2)  In the case of a commercial bank, the aggregate of 15 percent of demand deposits 
and 5 percent of other deposits.  

The amount of the required reserve for each day shall be computed on the basis of 
average daily deposits covering such biweekly or shorter periods as shall be fixed by 
regulation of the department.  
(c)  A bank which is a member of the Federal Reserve System shall maintain at all 
times a reserve fund in accordance with the requirements applicable to a member bank 
under the laws of the United States. 
(d)  In the case of a commercial bank financial institution which is not governed by 12 
C.F.R. 204, such portion of the reserve fund against deposits as shall be fixed by 
regulation of the department shall consist of United States coin and currency on hand or 
on deposit, subject to call without notice, in a reserve agent.  The balance of such 
reserve fund shall be kept in obligations of:  

(1)  The United States, the Federal National Mortgage Association, a federal land 
bank, a federal home loan bank, a bank for cooperatives, a federal intermediate credit 
bank, or the State of Georgia General obligations of the United States or of a 
subsidiary corporation of the United States government fully guaranteed by such 
government, or to obligations issued by the Federal Land Bank, Federal Home Loan 
Banks, Federal Intermediate Credit Bank, Bank for Cooperatives, Federal Farm Credit 
Banks regulated by the Farm Credit Administration, Federal Home Loan Mortgage 
Corporation, or Federal National Mortgage Association; or 
(2)  Obligations of the State of Georgia or any instrumentality of this state; or 
(3)  Other issuers whose obligations are marketable and approved by regulation of the 
department for the purpose of this Code section.  

(e)  In the case of a savings bank, the reserve fund shall consist of: 
(1)  United States coin and currency on hand or on deposit, subject to call without 
notice, in a reserve agent, in a total amount not less than 1 percent of the deposits of 
the savings bank; and 
(2)  Securities permitted under subsection (d) of this Code section. 

(f)  All assets which are part of the reserve fund required by this Code section shall be 
owned absolutely by the bank financial institution and shall not be pledged, assigned, or 
hypothecated in any manner or subject to setoff.  The value of all securities which 
constitute a part of a bank's financial institution's reserve fund shall be computed at the 
current market value thereof.  
(g)(f)  A bank financial institution shall give written notice to the department, in the 
manner prescribed by the department for such notice, of any deficiency in the amount 
or form of the reserve fund required by this Code section within three business days 
after the close of any scheduled averaging period during which such deficiency occurs.  
A bank shall pay to the department a penalty of $50.00 for each day after the time fixed 
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for the giving of notice in which it fails to give such notice, provided that the 
department may relieve a bank of this penalty for good cause shown. 
(h)(g)  Immediately following the closing of any scheduled averaging period during 
which a deficiency in the required reserve occurs, the bank financial institution will 
take immediate action to restore the deficiency; and, until such deficiency is restored, 
the bank financial institution shall not make any new loans or discounts other than by 
discounting or purchasing bills of exchange at sight; nor shall any dividend be declared 
out of the profits of such bank financial institution.  Any bank financial institution 
failing to restore its reserve to the required amount within 30 days after the closing of 
the averaging period in which the deficiency occurs may have its business and assets 
taken over by the department as provided in Part 7 of Article 1 of this chapter." 

 

SECTION 2-6. 
Said title is further amended by revising Code Section 7-1-372, relating to remission of 
checks at par, collection charge, and service charge, as follows:  

"7-1-372.  
A commercial bank shall pay all checks drawn on it at par and shall make no charge for 
the payment of such checks; provided, however, it may deduct a reasonable collection 
charge covering its actual expenses from the remittance for any check forwarded to it 
for collection and remittance as a special collection item and may impose a service 
charge as authorized by Code Section 44-12-196, relating to when an instrument on 
which a banking or financial organization is directly liable is presumed abandoned." 

 
SECTION 2-7. 

Said title is further amended in Code Section 7-1-530, relating to authority to merge or 
consolidate state banks and trust companies, by revising subsection (a) as follows:  

"(a)  Upon compliance with the requirements of this part and other applicable laws and 
regulations, including any branching and minimum age laws and regulations, one or 
more banks or trust companies may merge or consolidate, provided that an institution 
exercising trust powers alone may merge or consolidate only with another such trust 
company.  Upon compliance with the requirements of this part and other applicable 
laws and regulations, including any branching and minimum age laws and regulations, 
a corporation other than a bank or trust company may acquire all of the outstanding 
shares of one or more classes or series of one or more banks or trust companies through 
a share exchange." 

 

SECTION 2-8. 
Said title is further amended by revising Code Section 7-1-591, relating to representative 
offices of banks or bank holding companies domiciled in state, as follows:  

"7-1-591.  
A bank domiciled in this state and operating under its the laws of this state or the laws 
of the United States or a subsidiary or agent of such bank may establish a representative 
office anywhere in the state upon registering with the department.  A bank holding 
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company domiciled in this state and operating under its the laws of this state or the laws 
of the United States or a nonbank subsidiary or agent of such bank holding company 
may establish a representative office anywhere in this state upon registering with the 
department." 

 

SECTION 2-9. 
Said title is further amended by revising Code Section 7-1-592, relating to representative 
offices of banks or bank holding companies domiciled outside of state, as follows:  

"7-1-592.  
A bank or bank holding company domiciled in this state and operating under the laws 
of the United States or domiciled outside this state and operating under the laws of such 
other state or territory or of the United States, or its subsidiary or agent, may establish 
representative offices anywhere in this state, provided that such bank or bank holding 
company conforms to the requirements of its primary regulator." 

 

SECTION 2-10. 
Said title is further amended in Code Section 7-1-593, relating to registration of bank or 
bank holding company with representative office in state, by revising subsection (a) as 
follows:  

"(a)  A bank or bank holding company domiciled in this state and having a 
representative office located in this state shall register with the department annually on 
forms prescribed by the department.  Such registration shall be filed according to 
regulations issued by the department, shall be accompanied by a registration fee 
prescribed by regulations of the department, and shall list the names of all its Georgia 
representative offices, the street address of the offices, the nature of the business to be 
transacted in or through the offices, and such other information as the department may 
require.  The department may consolidate these requirements and those for agency 
relationships with the holding company registration required in Parts 18, 19, and 20 of 
this article." 

 
SECTION 2-11. 

Said title is further amended by repealing and reserving Code Section 7-1-594, relating to 
registration of banks or bank holding companies conducting agency relationships.  
 

SECTION 2-12. 
Said title is further amended in Code Section 7-1-601, relating to bank branch offices, by 
revising paragraph (3) of subsection (a) as follows:  

"(3)  A bank may acquire a branch office from another bank without acquisition of the 
entire bank.  However, an out-of-state bank with no lawfully established branch office 
in Georgia may not directly or indirectly make such an acquisition; or" 
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SECTION 2-13. 
Said title is further amended in Code Section 7-1-602, relating to applications for bank 
branch offices, by revising subsection (b) as follows:  

"(b)  After receipt of a complete application, the department shall have 90 days within 
which to approve or disapprove such application.  Under normal circumstances and 
workload, the department will issue an approval or disapproval of a branch office 
within 21 days or after the end of the public comment period, whichever is later." 

 

SECTION 2-14. 
Said title is further amended in Code Section 7-1-603, relating to extensions of banking 
locations, automated teller machines, cash dispensing machines, point-of-sale terminals, 
and other extensions, by revising paragraph (1) of subsections (b) and (c) as follows:  

"(1)  'Automated teller machine' means electronic equipment which performs routine 
banking transactions including, but not limited to, the taking of deposits for the public 
at locations off premises of a bank's main or branch office under regulations 
prescribed by the commissioner.  This term includes electronic equipment that 
utilizes, or has the capability to utilize, live video chat with offsite bank personnel 
who may assist with banking services, including, but not limited to, account 
initiation." 
"(1)  Any Georgia state federally insured bank or credit union may operate automated 
teller machines throughout the this state.  Any bank not otherwise doing a lawful 
banking business in this state may operate automated teller machines throughout this 
state, provided such automated teller machines are unstaffed and not combined with a 
staffed facility.  These machines may be operated individually by any bank or credit 
union or jointly on a cost-sharing basis by two or more banks or other financial 
institutions credit unions;" 

 
SECTION 2-15. 

Said title is further amended by revising Code Section 7-1-604, relating to banking 
business prohibited except as allowed by Title 7, as follows:  

"7-1-604.  
No bank shall carry on or conduct or do a banking business in this state except in 
accordance with the provisions of this title which govern entry into this state to conduct 
such a business or federal law directly applicable to the bank.  'A banking business' A 
'banking business' is the business which a bank is authorized to do pursuant to this 
title." 

 
SECTION 2-16. 

Said title is further amended by revising Code Section 7-1-607, relating to registration, 
reporting, examinations, and control of bank holding companies, as follows:  

"7-1-607.  
(a)  On July 1, 1976, and annually thereafter on dates established by the commissioner, 
each bank holding company that controls a bank shall register with the commissioner 
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on forms provided or prescribed by him or her, which may include such information 
with respect to the financial condition, operation, management, and intercompany 
relationships of the bank holding company and its subsidiaries and related matters as 
the commissioner may deem necessary or appropriate to carry out the purposes of this 
part.  
(b)  The commissioner is authorized to issue such regulations and orders as may be 
necessary to enable him or her to administer and carry out the purposes of this Code 
section and prevent evasions thereof, and for the purpose of lessening the regulatory 
burden to waive certain requirements associated with the annual reporting requirements 
for bank holding companies that do not have their principal place of business in 
Georgia and do not own Georgia banks.  
(c)  The commissioner from time to time may require reports under oath to keep him or 
her informed as to whether the provisions of this Code section and such regulations and 
orders thereunder issued by him or her have been complied with; may make 
examinations of each bank holding company and each subsidiary thereof, the cost of 
which may be assessed against and paid by such holding company; and shall, as far as 
possible, use the reports of examination made by the Office of the Comptroller of the 
Currency, Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation, or the Board of Governors of the 
Federal Reserve System for the purposes of this Code section.  
(d)  Bank holding companies that control a bank and subsidiaries or affiliates thereof 
shall be regulated, controlled, and examined by the commissioner to the same extent 
that he or she regulates, controls, and examines state banks and other financial 
institutions under his or her jurisdiction, which would be in addition to the authority of 
the Federal Reserve Board as fixed by the laws of the United States.  The commissioner 
is authorized, directed, and required to promulgate, with precision, rules and regulations 
and investment procedures in the regulation, examination, and control of bank holding 
companies doing business in this state that control a bank." 

 

SECTION 2-17. 
Said title is further amended by revising Code Section 7-1-620, relating to part purpose, 
as follows:  

"7-1-620.  
This part governs the acquisition of banks having banking offices in Georgia by bank 
holding companies controlling bank subsidiaries having banking offices outside this 
state. It further governs the acquisition of banks having banking offices outside this 
state by bank holding companies controlling bank subsidiaries having banking offices 
in Georgia.  It sets forth application, notice, registration, and other related requirements.  
Acquisitions of banks having banking offices only in Georgia by bank holding 
companies controlling only bank subsidiaries having banking offices solely in Georgia 
are governed by the provisions of Code Sections 7-1-605 through 7-1-608." 
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SECTION 2-18. 
Said title is further amended in Code Section 7-1-621, relating to definitions relative to 
interstate acquisitions of banks and bank holding companies, by revising paragraphs (2), 
(7), (12), (15), and (23) as follows:  

"(2)  'Bank' means any insured institution 'insured bank' as such term is defined in 12 
U.S.C. Section 1813(h) Section 3(h) of the Federal Deposit Insurance Act, 12 U.S.C. 
Section 1813(h) or any institution eligible to become such, provided that the term 
'bank' shall not include any 'foreign bank' (which is defined as in 12 U.S.C. Section 
3101 of the International Banking Act of 1978).  The term 'bank' as used in this part 
shall include any building and loan association, savings and loan association, or state 
savings and loan association as such terms are defined in Code Section 7-1-4 and shall 
include federal savings banks and similar banking entities chartered under the laws of 
any state and whose deposits are insured under a federal deposit insurance program." 
"(7)  'Control' means that which is set forth either in Code Section 7-1-605 or Section 
2(a) of the federal Bank Holding Company Act of 1956, as amended, 12 U.S.C. 
Section 1841(a)." 
"(12)  'Home state' means any state in the United States:  

(A)  With respect to a state bank, the state by which the bank is chartered;  
(B)  With respect to a national bank, the state in which the main office of the bank is 
located; or 
(C)  With respect to a foreign bank, the state determined to be the home state of the 
foreign bank under 12 U.S.C. Section 3101(c)3103(c) of the International Banking 
Act." 

"(15)  'Insured depository institution' shall have the same meaning as set forth in 12 
U.S.C. Section 1813(c)(2) and (3) of the Federal Deposit Insurance Act, provided that 
the term 'insured depository institution' shall not include any 'foreign bank' (which is 
defined as in 12 U.S.C. Section 3101 of the International Banking Act of 1978)." 
"(23)  'Subsidiary' means that which is set forth either in Code Section 7-1-605 or 
Section 2 of the federal Bank Holding Company Act of 1956, as amended, 12 U.S.C. 
Section 1841." 

 

SECTION 2-19. 
Said title is further amended in Code Section 7-1-623, relating to acquisitions by a bank 
or bank holding company not requiring department approval, by revising subsection (a) 
as follows:  

"(a)  Subject to any applicable restrictions or exceptions provided for in subsection (b) 
of Code Section 7-1-622, a bank holding company having a bank subsidiary with 
banking offices in Georgia may acquire a bank that does not have banking offices in 
this state, and a bank holding company, which may or may not have an out-of-state 
bank subsidiary having only branch offices in Georgia, may acquire an out-of-state 
bank with branch offices in Georgia, but shall notify the department at least 30 days 
prior to the consummation of the proposed transaction.  The notification requirements 
of this subsection shall be satisfied by furnishing the department with a copy of the 
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application or applications filed with applicable bank supervisory agencies seeking 
approval for the proposed transaction and such other information as the department 
shall request.  In lieu of furnishing the entire application, the applicant may submit to 
the department a description of the transaction within the same time frame.  In this 
event, the department shall request further information only if needed.  The department 
may, for good cause shown, object to the transaction by letter to the bank holding 
company and to the appropriate federal or state regulator before consummation of the 
transaction.  Annual registration of the holding company with the department is 
required so long as it has banking offices in Georgia." 

 

SECTION 2-20. 
Said title is further amended by revising Code Section 7-1-624, relating to prohibited 
acquisitions by a bank or bank holding company, as follows:  

"7-1-624.  
(a)  Except as expressly permitted under this part, Part 20 of this article, or by federal 
law, no bank holding company may acquire a bank or a bank holding company 
controlling a bank having banking offices in Georgia chartered by the department.  
(b)  In the event any bank holding company makes an acquisition that is prohibited by 
this part, the commissioner shall require such bank holding company to divest itself 
immediately of its direct or indirect ownership or control of any Georgia banks or 
banking offices located in Georgia.  In addition, the The commissioner shall also have 
the power to enforce any other prohibitions in this part by requiring divestitures of 
nonconforming banks, bank holding companies, or assets.  Alternatively, the 
commissioner shall have the power to impose through the imposition of fines and 
penalties or through the exercise of such other remedies as are provided in this chapter, 
including, but not limited to, judicial actions." 

 
SECTION 2-21. 

Said title is further amended in Code Section 7-1-628, relating to purpose and scope of 
part, by revising subsections (b) and (c) as follows:  

"(b)  The scope of this part covers mergers where, upon consummation of the interstate 
merger transaction, the resulting bank will have banking locations in Georgia and at 
least one other state.  It provides for certain approval, notice, registration, and other 
requirements.  Mergers involving banks having present and resulting branches located 
only in this state are governed by Parts 14 and 15 of this article.  To the extent a bank 
participating in an interstate merger transaction is owned or controlled by a bank 
holding company, the applicable provisions of Part 19 of this article shall also apply.  
(c)  In authorizing the expansion of interstate banking to this state, and in the interests 
of its citizens, the General Assembly finds that primary consideration should be given 
to the following:  

(1)  Affording protection and promoting convenience to bank depositors and other 
customers of financial institutions in this state;  
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(2)  Preserving the advantages of a sound dual banking system and the competitive 
equality of state chartered institutions with federally chartered institutions; and 
(3)  Supervising, regulating, and keeping records of all persons, firms, corporations, 
associations, and other business entities who furnish depository, lending, and 
associated financial services in this state; and 
(4)  Providing to the Department of Banking and Finance sufficient powers and 
responsibilities to implement these considerations." 

 

SECTION 2-22. 
Said title is further amended in Code Section 7-1-628.1, relating to definitions relative to 
interstate banking and branching by merger, by revising paragraphs (1), (6), (11), (14), 
and (22) as follows:  

"(1)  'Bank' shall have the same meaning as set forth 'insured bank' in 12 U.S.C. 
Section 1813(h) of the Federal Deposit Insurance Act, provided that the term 'bank' 
shall not include any 'foreign bank' (which is defined as in 12 U.S.C. Section 3101 of 
the International Banking Act of 1978)." 
"(6)  'Control' means that which is set forth either in Code Section 7-1-605 or Section 
2(a) of the federal Bank Holding Company Act of 1956, as amended, 12 U.S.C. 
Section 1841(a)." 
"(11)  'Home state' means:  

(A)  With respect to a state bank, the state by which the bank is chartered;  
(B)  With respect to a national bank, the state in which the main office of the bank is 
located; or 
(C)  With respect to a foreign bank, the state determined to be the home state of the 
foreign bank under 12 U.S.C. Section 3101(c) 3103(c) of the International Banking 
Act." 

"(14)  'Insured depository institution' shall have the same meaning as set forth in 12 
U.S.C. Section 1813(c)(2) and (3) of the Federal Deposit Insurance Act, provided that 
the term 'insured depository institution' shall not include any 'foreign bank' (which is 
defined as in 12 U.S.C. Section 3101 of the International Banking Act of 1978)." 
"(22)  'Subsidiary' means that which is set forth either in Code Section 7-1-605 or 
Section 2 of the federal Bank Holding Company Act of 1956, as amended, 12 U.S.C. 
Section 1841." 

 
SECTION 2-23. 

Said title is further amended by revising Code Section 7-1-628.5, relating to requirements 
for out-of-state banks that are the result of an interstate merger transaction, as follows:  

"7-1-628.5.  
(a)  An out-of-state bank that is to be the resulting bank of an interstate merger 
transaction shall comply or assure compliance with the following requirements:  

(1)  Part 19 of this article, if applicable to the transaction shall require any holding 
company of the resulting bank to comply with Code Sections 7-1-605 through 7-1-
612;  
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(2)  An out-of-state bank that will be the resulting bank pursuant to an interstate 
merger transaction involving a Georgia state bank shall notify the commissioner of 
the proposed merger not later than the date on which it files an application for an 
interstate merger transaction with the responsible federal bank supervisory agency, 
provide such information as required by rule or regulation or as the commissioner 
may otherwise specify, and pay any filing fee required by regulation;  
(3)  Prior to consummation of the merger, the resulting bank shall provide the 
commissioner with satisfactory evidence of all required approvals from all relevant 
bank supervisory agencies; and 
(4)  Prior to consummation of the merger, the out-of-state bank shall certify to the 
department that while it has a branch or any other location in Georgia, it will maintain 
deposit insurance issued by a federal public body.  An out-of-state bank holding 
company that may be the owner of the resulting bank shall provide satisfactory 
evidence to the commissioner of compliance with applicable requirements of Article 
15 of Chapter 2 of Title 14 of the Georgia Business Corporation Code, 'Foreign 
Corporations,' and shall notify the department of its location, any changes in its initial 
registered office within this state, and the name of its registered agent at such location.  
An out-of-state resulting bank shall notify the department of the location of its initial 
office, any subsequent registered office, and the name of its current registered agent; 
(5)  Each bank or bank holding company attempting to establish interstate branches in 
Georgia shall provide to the department a certification that all applicable Georgia laws 
and regulations have been satisfied or a copy of the Uniform Interagency Branch 
Application.  The department may, if appropriate and after its own investigation, 
provide to the applicable state or federal regulator a certificate of compliance or a 
statement of noncompliance with Georgia law, together with any advisory comments; 
and 
(6)  The out-of-state bank must certify to the department that while it maintains a 
branch in Georgia it will meet the conditions set forth in this part and comply with all 
applicable Georgia laws and any rules issued under the laws of this state, as well as 
any orders or directives issued to the bank by the commissioner. 

(b)  In order to facilitate the cooperation between state regulatory authorities, an out-of-
state state bank that is the resulting bank of an interstate merger transaction shall 
comply or assure compliance with the following additional requirements: 

(1)  The supervisor of the out-of-state state bank must agree to share with the 
commissioner examination reports prepared by the supervisor and any other 
information deemed necessary by the commissioner regarding such bank.  The exam 
reports from any other state shall be considered to be the other state's property and 
shall be protected as confidential by Georgia law; and 
(2)  The out-of-state state bank must agree to make available to the commissioner any 
information that may be deemed necessary to protect Georgia consumers." 
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SECTION 2-24. 
Said title is further amended in Code Section 7-1-628.6, relating to powers of out-of-state 
banks branching into Georgia, by revising subsection (a) as follows:  

"(a)  An out-of-state state bank which establishes and maintains one or more branches 
in Georgia under this part may conduct any activities at such branch or branches that 
are authorized under the law of this state for Georgia state banks, and if an activity is 
one that requires the prior approval of the commissioner, such approval must be secured 
prior to commencing such activity." 

 
SECTION 2-25. 

Said title is further amended in Code Section 7-1-628.8, relating to restrictions on de 
novo branches, by revising subsections (b) and (c) as follows:  

"(b)  No out-of-state bank shall establish or maintain a de novo branch in this state 
unless such bank has lawfully established a branch in Georgia, and then only An out-of-
state bank that does not have a branch in Georgia and that meets the requirements of 
this article may establish and maintain a de novo branch in this state to the extent that 
any Georgia bank could establish such a de novo branch.  
(c)  By enacting this Code section and Code Section 7-1-628.9, the General Assembly 
intends to permit entry into Georgia only by acquisition of or merger with an entire 
bank, subject to the three-year rule contained in Code Sections 7-1-608, 7-1-622, and 7-
1-628.3 A Georgia state bank may establish and maintain a de novo branch in another 
state.  Such Georgia state bank shall comply with the provisions of this article, 
including, but not limited to, obtaining approval from the department prior to 
establishing the branch." 

 
SECTION 2-26. 

Said title is further amended by revising Code Section 7-1-628.9, relating to restrictions 
on purchase of branches, as follows:  

"7-1-628.9.  
(a) Unless otherwise expressly permitted by Georgia law or regulation, no bank may 
acquire a branch of any other bank in Georgia without the acquisition of the entire 
bank, unless the acquiring bank could lawfully establish a branch in the geographic area 
where the branch to be acquired is located An out-of-state bank that does not have a 
branch in Georgia and that meets the requirements of this article may establish and 
maintain a branch in this state through the acquisition of a branch.  
(b)  A Georgia state bank may establish and maintain a branch in another state through 
the acquisition of a branch in compliance with the provisions of this article, including, 
but not limited to, obtaining approval from the department prior to acquiring the 
branch." 

 

PART III 
Credit unions 
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SECTION 3-1. 
Said title is further amended in Code Section 7-1-630, relating to initial subscribers, 
articles of incorporation, and filing requirements for credit unions, by revising paragraph 
(1) of subsection (e) as follows:  

"(1)  The date of the annual meeting, the manner of conducting the same, the number 
of members constituting a quorum and regulations as to voting, and the manner of 
notification of the meeting, which shall comply with Code Section 7-1-6, except that, 
if the credit union maintains an office and the board of directors so determines, notice 
of the annual meeting or of any special meeting may be given by posting such notice 
in a conspicuous place in the office of the credit union at least ten days prior to such 
meeting;" 

 

SECTION 3-2. 
Said title is further amended in Code Section 7-1-650, relating to powers of credit unions, 
by revising subparagraph (D) of paragraph (4) and paragraphs (6) and (9) as follows:  

"(D)  By depositing its funds in banks, building and loan associations, savings and 
loan associations, and credit unions; by purchasing certificates of deposit and 
savings certificates which such financial institutions are authorized to issue; and by 
selling or purchasing federal or correspondent (daily) funds or loan participations 
through such financial institutions; subject to limitations prescribed in regulations 
issued by the department; and" 

"(6)  It may undertake, with the approval of the department, other activities which are 
not inconsistent with this chapter or regulations adopted pursuant thereto, including 
such powers as are afforded to federally chartered credit unions, either directly, 
through a subsidiary corporation, or in cooperation with other credit unions; provided, 
however, that no such approval shall be granted unless the commissioner determines 
the activities do not present undue safety and soundness risks to the credit union 
involved;" 
"(9)  No real Real estate acquired in the cases provided for by subparagraphs (B) and 
(C) of paragraph (8) of this Code section and no real estate which has ceased to be 
used primarily as credit union premises shall may be held for a longer period subject 
to a determination by a majority vote of its directors at least once each year as to the 
advisability of retaining any such property, provided that no such property may be 
held for more than five years, unless the time shall be extended by without the prior 
written approval of the department.  Properties, other than real estate, which are 
acquired in satisfaction of debts previously contracted and which a credit union is not 
otherwise authorized to own shall be held for no longer than six months unless such 
time period is extended by the department.  Disposition of such property may be 
financed by the credit union without the advance of additional funds irrespective of 
the purchasers' membership in the credit union and of ordinarily applicable collateral 
margin requirements; and" 
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SECTION 3-3. 
Said title is further amended in Code Section 7-1-655, relating to board of directors, 
credit and supervisory committees, and officers of credit unions and removals from 
office, by revising subsection (g) and adding new subsections as follows:  

"(g)  Directors may be removed from office as provided in Code Section 7-1-485 The 
entire board of directors or an individual director may be removed from office without 
cause by the vote of a quorum of members at a properly called meeting.  
(h)  The board may remove a director from office if:  

(1)  The director is adjudicated an incompetent by a court or is convicted of a felony;  
(2)  The director does not, within 60 days of his or her election or such longer time as 
may be specified in the bylaws, accept the office in writing or by attendance at a 
meeting and fulfill other requirements for holding the office;  
(3)  The director fails to attend regular meetings of the board for six successive 
meetings without having been excused by the board; 
(4)  The director was an employee or duly elected officer of the credit union and was 
discharged or resigned at the request of the board for reasons relating to performance 
of duties as an employee or officer of the credit union; or 
(5)  For any reason set forth in the bylaws of the credit union. 

(i)  The board of directors, by a two-thirds' vote of a quorum of the board, may suspend 
any member of the credit union's board of directors, for cause, until the next 
membership meeting, which shall be held not less than seven nor more than 60 days 
after such suspension.  The suspended person will be notified of the details of his or her 
suspension, and shall have the right to request a meeting with the board to reconsider 
his or her suspension prior to the membership meeting.  Any suspended member of the 
board of directors may be removed by a majority vote of a quorum of members at a 
properly called meeting.  At such meeting of the membership, the suspended person 
shall have the right to make a presentation to the members and the suspension shall be 
acted upon by the members at such meeting and the person shall be removed from, or 
restored to, the board. 
(j)  Vacancies in the board of directors, whether caused by removal or otherwise and 
including vacancies resulting from an increase in the number of directors, may be filled 
by the remaining members of the board, even though less than a quorum. 
(k)  The credit union shall immediately notify the department upon a change in 
president or chief executive officer." 

 

SECTION 3-4. 
Said title is further amended in Code Section 7-1-669, relating to central credit union, by 
revising the introductory language of subsection (b) as follows:  

"(b)  The field of membership of a central credit union shall include credit unions 
organized and operating under this chapter, any other state credit union law, or under 
the Federal Credit Union Act.  In addition, the field of membership may include:" 
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SECTION 3-5. 
Said title is further amended in Code Section 7-1-670, relating to third-party payment 
services, by revising subsection (d) as follows:  

"(d)  A credit union that is approved to offer third-party payment services may apply to 
the department to offer other services, such as check-cashing services, sale of money 
orders payment instruments, or international remittances, which services are determined 
by the department to be safe, sound, convenient, and necessary and responsive to those 
consumers eligible for membership.  The department may impose restrictions on these 
services if approved." 

 

PART IV 
Georgia merchant acquirer limited purpose bank 

 
SECTION 4-1. 

Said title is further amended by adding new Code sections to read as follows:  
"7-9-5.1. 
(a)  The board of directors shall hold regular meetings at such times as may be fixed by 
the bylaws and shall, at all times, be subject to call by the chairperson of the board, the 
chief executive officer, the president, or any two members of the board.  The board 
shall meet at least once in ten different months of each calendar year unless an 
alternative schedule is approved in writing by the department, but in no event shall the 
board meet less frequently than once in each calendar quarter. 
(b)  Unless otherwise provided in the articles or bylaws:  

(1)  A majority of all the directors in office shall constitute a quorum for the 
transaction of business; and actions of a majority of those present at a meeting at 
which a quorum is present shall be actions of the board; 
(2)  The board of directors may designate by resolution three or more of its number to 
constitute an executive committee or other committee which, to the extent provided in 
such resolution, shall have and exercise the authority of the board of directors in 
regard to the business of the merchant acquirer limited purpose bank; and 
(3)  Any action which may be taken at a meeting of the directors or of the members of 
an executive or other committee may be taken without a meeting if a consent or 
consents in writing setting forth the action shall be signed by all of the directors or all 
of the members of the executive or other committee and filed with the secretary of the 
merchant acquirer limited purpose bank. 

 
7-9-5.2. 
The board of directors shall have the power to adopt, amend, or repeal bylaws 
governing the regulation and management of affairs of the merchant acquirer limited 
purpose bank unless such power is reserved exclusively to the shareholders by the 
articles or bylaws previously adopted by shareholders; provided, however, that any 
bylaws adopted by the board of directors may be altered, amended, or repealed and new 
bylaws adopted by shareholders. Shareholders may prescribe that any bylaw or bylaws 



 THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 11, 2016 599 

adopted shall not be altered, amended, or repealed by the board of directors.  Copies of 
the bylaws and any change, addition, or amendment thereto shall be filed with the 
department immediately upon adoption by the directors or the shareholders. 

 
7-9-5.3. 
(a)  A merchant acquirer limited purpose bank shall maintain a chief executive officer, 
chief information officer, chief risk officer, and such other officers the department may 
require by rule or regulation.  A person may hold more than one office; provided, 
however, that no person shall serve as both chief executive officer and chief risk 
officer. 
(b)  Except as otherwise provided for in the articles or bylaws, the board of directors 
shall elect officers, fix their compensation, and fill vacancies.  An officer elected or 
appointed by the board may be removed without prejudice to any contract right of such 
officer upon determination by the board that such removal is in the best interests of the 
merchant acquirer limited purpose bank.  The merchant acquirer limited purpose bank 
shall immediately notify the department in writing upon a change in the position of 
chief executive officer or president. 
(c)  Officers of a merchant acquirer limited purpose bank shall have such authority and 
perform such duties as provided for in the bylaws adopted by the board. 
(d)  A merchant acquirer limited purpose bank may employ such agents or employees 
as necessary for the prompt and orderly discharge of its business. 

 
7-9-5.4. 
(a)  Prior to assuming office, each director shall take an oath or affirmation that he or 
she will diligently and honestly perform his or her duties in the administration of the 
affairs of the merchant acquirer limited purpose bank; he or she will not permit a willful 
violation of law by the merchant acquirer limited purpose bank; and he or she meets the 
eligibility requirements of this chapter, the regulations of the department, and the 
articles and bylaws of the merchant acquirer limited purpose bank. 
(b)  Each director shall sign a copy of the oath required by this Code section and 
include such documentation in the meeting minutes.  No director shall participate in the 
affairs of the board or receive any compensation for service as a director until such oath 
has been executed.  Any person seeking to act in the capacity of a director before 
subscribing to the oath required by this Code section or otherwise qualifying for service 
pursuant to the bylaws of the merchant acquirer limited purpose bank or the laws and 
regulations governing the operations of the merchant acquirer limited purpose bank 
shall be liable for his or her actions to the same extent as if that person had qualified to 
serve as a director of the merchant acquirer limited purpose bank." 

 
"7-9-11.1. 
(a)  Merchant acquirer limited purpose banks may merge or consolidate upon 
compliance with the requirements of this chapter and other applicable laws and 
regulations. 
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(b)  A corporation other than a merchant acquirer limited purpose bank may be merged 
into or may be consolidated with a merchant acquirer limited purpose bank, provided 
that: 

(1)  The resulting institution of the merger or consolidation is a merchant acquirer 
limited purpose bank; 
(2)  The resulting institution of the merger or consolidation holds only assets and 
liabilities and is engaged only in activities which may be held or engaged in by a 
merchant acquirer limited purpose bank; and 
(3)  The merger or consolidation is not otherwise unlawful. 

(c)  A merger or consolidation pursuant to subsection (b) of this Code section shall be 
made by compliance with the requirements of this chapter.  Title 14 shall not be 
applicable to such a merger or consolidation. 
(d)  In the case of a merger of a merchant acquirer limited purpose bank with any other 
corporation or corporations, with the merchant acquirer limited purpose bank as the 
resulting entity, any assets, lines of business, activities, or powers which may accrue to 
the resulting entity which would be prohibited for a merchant acquirer limited purpose 
bank shall be provided for in the plan of merger.  Such plan shall include a proposal for 
the disposal of such prohibited assets or the termination of such prohibited line of 
business, activity, or power.  The department shall review such plan to determine 
whether the prohibited asset, line of business, activity, or power should be a basis for 
denial of the requested merger or consolidation or phased out within a reasonable 
period of time, which shall be determined by the department. 

 
7-9-11.2. 
(a)  The parties to a merger or consolidation of a merchant acquirer limited purpose 
bank shall: 

(1)  Adopt a plan stating the method, terms, and conditions of the merger or 
consolidation, including the rights under the plan of the shareholders of each of the 
parties and any agreement concerning the merger or consolidation.  Such plan shall 
specify: 

(A)  The name that such merchant acquirer limited purpose bank shall have upon 
and after such merger or consolidation;  
(B)  The persons who shall constitute the board of directors of the merchant acquirer 
limited purpose bank after the merger or consolidation;  
(C)  The manner and basis of converting the shares of each merged or consolidated 
entity into shares or other securities or obligations of the surviving merchant 
acquirer limited purpose bank and, if any shares of any of the merged or 
consolidated entities are not to be converted solely into shares or other securities of 
the surviving merchant acquirer limited purpose bank, the amount of cash or 
securities of any other corporation, or combination of cash and such securities, 
which is to be paid or delivered to the holders of such shares in exchange for, or 
upon the surrender of, such shares.  Such cash or securities may be in addition to, or 
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in lieu of, the shares or other securities of the surviving merchant acquirer limited 
purpose bank; 
(D)  Such other provisions with respect to the proposed merger or consolidation 
which are deemed desirable to the parties of the merger or consolidation plan; and 
(E)  Any other requirements of the department, adopted through rule or regulation, 
deemed essential to ensure protection of creditors or shareholders of the merging or 
consolidating entities; 

(2)  Adopt a merger or consolidation plan upon affirmative vote of at least: 
(A)  A majority of the directors; and 
(B)  At a meeting of shareholders, a majority of the shareholders entitled to cast 
votes or the majority of holders of outstanding shares of a class, if a class of shares 
is entitled to vote thereon as a class; and 

(3)  Include a copy or summary of the merger or consolidation plan and a full 
statement of the rights and remedies of dissenting shareholders, the method of 
exercising such rights, and any limitations on such rights and remedies in the meeting 
notice for which a merger or consolidation is to be voted upon. 

(b)  Any modification of a merger or consolidation plan which has been adopted shall 
be made by any method provided therein or, in the absence of such provision, by the 
same vote as required for adoption. 

 
7-9-11.3. 
(a)  Upon adoption of the plan of merger or consolidation as provided in Code Section 
7-9-11.2, parties to a merger or consolidation shall file with the department articles of a 
merger or consolidation pursuant to the requirements of this Code section together with 
the fee required by Code Section 7-1-862. 
(b)  The articles of merger or consolidation shall be signed by two duly authorized 
officers of each party to a merger or consolidation plan under their respective seals and 
shall contain: 

(1)  The names of parties to a merger or consolidation plan and the name of the 
resulting merchant acquirer limited purpose bank;  
(2)  The street address and county location of the main office and registered agent and 
office of each party;  
(3)  The votes by which the merger or consolidation plan was adopted, a copy of the 
notice of each meeting held in connection with such adoption, and the time and place 
such meeting or meetings were held;  
(4)  The names and addresses of the initial directors of the resulting merchant acquirer 
limited purpose bank; 
(5)  In the case of a merger, any amendments to the articles of the resulting merchant 
acquirer limited purpose bank;  
(6)  In the case of a consolidation, the requirements for articles of a new merchant 
acquirer limited purpose bank as provided for by paragraphs (4) through (8) of 
subsection (a) of Code Section 7-9-5; and 
(7)  The merger or consolidation plan. 
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(c) Together with the articles of merger or consolidation, parties to a merger or 
consolidation shall deliver to the department a copy of the notice of merger or 
consolidation and an undertaking, which may appear in the articles of merger or 
consolidation or be set forth in a letter or other instrument executed by an officer or any 
person authorized to act on behalf of such merchant acquirer limited purpose bank, that 
the request for publication of a notice of filing the articles of merger or consolidation 
and payment therefor will be made as required by subsection (d) of this Code section. 
(d)  No later than the next business day after filing the articles of merger or 
consolidation with the department, parties to a merger or consolidation shall transmit 
for publication, to the publisher of a newspaper which is the official organ of the county 
where the main office of each party is located, a notice which shall contain a statement 
that the articles of merger or consolidation have been filed with the department, the 
names of entities which are parties to the proposed merger or consolidation, and, in the 
case of a merger, the proposed name of the surviving merchant acquirer limited purpose 
bank.  The parties shall include in the notice a designated location where a copy of the 
articles of merger or consolidation may be examined.  Such notice shall be published 
once a week for two consecutive weeks commencing within ten days after receipt of the 
notice by the newspaper. 
(e)  In the event a merger or consolidation plan is amended as provided for in Code 
Section 7-9-11.2, parties shall promptly file with the department an amendment to the 
articles of consolidation or merger reflecting such amendment of the merger or 
consolidation plan. 

 
7-9-11.4. 
In addition to the filing of articles of merger and consolidation under Code Section 7-9-
11.3, the parties to a merger or consolidation plan shall also file with the department:  

(1)  An application including any information desired by the department in order to 
evaluate the proposed merger or consolidation, which shall be made available in the 
form specified by the department;  
(2)  Applicable fees established by regulation of the department to defray the 
expenses of the investigation required by Code Section 7-9-11.5; and 
(3)  If the merger or consolidation involves the adoption of a new name, a certificate 
issued by the Secretary of State reserving such name under Code Section 7-1-131. 

 
7-9-11.5. 
(a)  Upon receipt of the articles of merger or consolidation and the filings required by 
Code Section 7-9-11.4, the department shall conduct such investigation as it may deem 
necessary to ascertain whether:  

(1)  The articles of merger or consolidation and supporting items satisfy the 
requirements of this chapter;  
(2)  The merger or consolidation plan and any modification thereof adequately protect 
the interests of creditors and shareholders;  
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(3)  The requirements for a merger or consolidation under all applicable laws have 
been satisfied and the resulting merchant acquirer limited purpose bank would satisfy 
the applicable requirements of this chapter; and 
(4)  The merger or consolidation would not adversely impact the merchant acquirer 
limited purpose bank, entities engaged in merchant acquiring activities or settlement 
activities, or the payment card network.  In making such a determination, the 
department will take into consideration competitive, financial, managerial, safety and 
soundness, compliance, and other concerns with respect to the merger or 
consolidation plan and all parties. 

(b)  Within 90 days after receipt of the articles of merger or consolidation and the 
filings required by Code Section 7-9-11.4 or within an additional period of not more 
than 30 days after an amendment to the application is received within the initial 90 day 
period, the department shall, in its discretion, approve or disapprove such articles on the 
basis of its investigation and the criteria set forth in subsection (a) of this Code section.  
Except as provided in Code Section 7-9-11.6, the department shall provide written 
notice of its approval along with a copy of the articles of merger or consolidation to the 
Secretary of State.  The department shall provide parties to the merger or consolidation 
plan written notice of its decision and, in the event of disapproval, a general statement 
of explanation for its decision.  The decision of the department shall be conclusive; 
provided, however, that such decision may be subject to judicial review as provided for 
in Code Section 7-1-90. 
 
7-9-11.6.  
Upon payment of all required taxes, fees, and charges, the Secretary of State shall issue 
to any resulting merchant acquirer limited purpose bank a certificate of merger or 
consolidation with the approved articles of merger or consolidation attached thereto, 
provided that the name of the resulting merchant acquirer limited purpose bank in a 
merger or consolidation has been reserved by a merging or consolidating party or is 
available on the records of the Secretary of State.  The resulting merchant acquirer 
limited purpose bank shall retain a copy of such certificate, articles, and approval by the 
department. 

 
7-9-11.7. 
(a)  A merger or consolidation of a merchant acquirer limited purpose bank shall 
become effective upon the issuance of a certificate of merger or consolidation by the 
Secretary of State.  
(b)  A certificate of merger or consolidation shall be conclusive evidence of satisfactory 
performance of all conditions precedent to a merger or consolidation and of the 
existence or creation of a merchant acquirer limited purpose bank, except as against the 
state.  
(c)  When a merger or consolidation becomes effective, each party to the merger or 
consolidation plan, except the resulting merchant acquirer limited purpose bank, shall 
cease to exist as a separate entity.  Upon merger or consolidation, any parties to a 
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merger or consolidation plan shall become a single corporation which shall be the 
merchant acquirer limited purpose bank and which shall have, without further act or 
deed, all property, rights, powers, duties, and obligations of each party to a merger or 
consolidation plan.  
(d)  The articles of a resulting merchant acquirer limited purpose bank established from 
a merger shall be the same as its articles prior to the merger with any change stated in 
the articles of merger.  The articles of a resulting merchant acquirer limited purpose 
bank established from a consolidation shall be the same as its articles prior to the 
consolidation with any change stated in the articles of consolidation.  
(e)  A resulting merchant acquirer limited purpose bank shall be authorized to engage 
only in such business and exercise only such powers as are then permissible upon 
original incorporation under this chapter and shall be subject to the same prohibitions 
and limitations as it would then be subject to upon original incorporation.  
(f)  No liability of any party to a merger or consolidation plan or of its shareholders, 
directors, or officers shall be affected nor shall any lien on any property of a party to the 
plan be impaired by a merger or consolidation.  Any claim existing or action pending 
by or against any party to a merger or consolidation plan may be prosecuted to 
judgment as if a merger or consolidation had not taken place or a resulting merchant 
acquirer limited purpose bank may be substituted in place of such appropriate party of a 
plan of proposed merger or consolidation. 

 
7-9-11.8. 
(a)  A shareholder of a merchant acquirer limited purpose bank which is a party to a 
plan of proposed merger or consolidation under this chapter who objects to such plan 
shall be entitled to the rights and remedies of a dissenting shareholder as determined 
under Chapter 2 of Title 14, known as the 'Georgia Business Corporation Code.' 
(b)  A resulting merchant acquirer limited purpose bank into which other or others have 
been merged or consolidated may require the return of original certificates of stock held 
by each shareholder in each or either of the merged or consolidated institutions, or in 
lieu thereof may:  

(1)  Issue to each shareholder new certificates for such number of shares of the 
resulting acquirer limited purpose bank; or 
(2)  Cause to be paid or delivered to each shareholder the amount of cash or securities 
of any other corporation or combination of cash and such securities as, under the plan 
of merger or consolidation, such shareholder is entitled to receive." 

 

PART V 
Criminal and related provisions 

 
SECTION 5-1. 

Said title is further amended in Code Section 7-1-840, relating to criminal prosecutions 
and assistance with law enforcement, by revising subsection (a) as follows:  
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"(a)  Upon discovery, by report or otherwise, of any apparent violation of any state or 
federal criminal law which is perpetrated through a deposit or loan account maintained 
at or which utilizes a monetary instrument issued by a financial institution located in 
this state or of any state or federal criminal law which relates to a financial institution, 
the department shall in its discretion either institute criminal proceedings in the manner 
provided by law or refer the matter to an appropriate law enforcement or prosecuting 
authority for further action.  The department appropriate state prosecuting authority 
shall have the right to submit to the grand juries of the respective counties of the state, 
or otherwise seek an indictment of, any criminal violations of the laws of Georgia 
known by it to have occurred in such counties, or it may likewise submit to.  Similarly, 
any United States attorney may likewise submit to a grand jury, or otherwise seek an 
indictment of, any criminal violations of the laws of Georgia which also constitute 
violations of the laws of the United States applicable to such financial institution.  This 
provision Nothing herein shall not be so construed as to prevent the commissioner 
appropriate state prosecuting authority or other persons from proceeding in such cases 
by affidavit and warrant." 

 

SECTION 5-2. 
Said title is further amended by revising Code Section 7-1-842, relating to felonies of 
directors, officers, agents, and employees of financial institutions and aiding and abetting 
false entries, as follows:  

"7-1-842.  
Any director, officer, agent, or employee of a financial institution who knowingly:  

(1)  Makes any false entry in any book, report, or statement of the financial institution 
or who omits or concurs in omitting to make any material entry in its books or 
accounts with intent in either case to injure or defraud the financial institution or any 
other company, firm, or person or to deceive any officer of the financial institution, 
the commissioner, or any examiner and every person who with like intent aids or 
abets any officer, director, clerk, agent, or employee in making any false entry, report, 
or statement or omitting to make any material entry on its books and accounts shall be 
guilty of a felony and, upon conviction, shall be punished by imprisonment and labor 
in the penitentiary for not less than one year nor more than ten years;. 
(2)  While in charge of or employed in a financial institution, allows it to receive a 
deposit when he or she knows the financial institution to be insolvent shall be guilty 
of a felony and, upon conviction, shall be punished by imprisonment in the 
penitentiary for not less than one year nor more than ten years if loss or injury shall 
result to such depositor;. 
(3)  By letterheads, newspaper advertisements, signs, circulars, or otherwise, 
represents the capital stock of any financial institution to be in excess of the capital 
actually paid in or who knowingly makes or concurs in making or publishing any 
written report, exhibit, or statement of its affairs or pecuniary condition containing 
any material statement therein which is false or who knowingly omits or concurs in 
omitting any statement required by law or to be contained therein shall be guilty of a 
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felony and, upon conviction, shall be punished by imprisonment and labor in the 
penitentiary for not less than one year nor more than five years;. 
(4)  Violates or is involved in violating any provision of the charter or bylaws of said 
financial institution shall be guilty of a felony and, upon conviction, shall be punished 
by imprisonment and labor in the penitentiary for not less than one year nor more than 
five years; 
(5)  Uses information obtained through his or her association with the financial 
institution which he or she serves as a director, officer, agent, or employee, which is 
not otherwise publicly available, with the intent to realize personal gain or to cause 
financial harm to another party shall be guilty of a felony and, upon conviction, shall 
be punished by a fine not to exceed $10,000.00 or twice the amount of improper gain 
realized, whichever is less, or by imprisonment and labor in the penitentiary for not 
less than one year nor more than five years, or both." 

 

PART VI 
Mortgage lenders and brokers 

 

SECTION 6-1. 
Said title is further amended by replacing "Nationwide Mortgage Licensing System and 
Registry" with "Nation-wide Multistate Licensing System and Registry" wherever the 
former phrase occurs in:  

(1)  Code Section 7-1-1000, relating to definitions relative to mortgage lenders and 
brokers;  
(2)  Code Section 7-1-1001, relating to registration requirements and exemptions for 
mortgage lenders and brokers;  
(3)  Code Section 7-1-1002, relating to transaction of lending business without a license 
and liability;  
(4)  Code Section 7-1-1003.5, relating to Nationwide Mortgage Licensing System and 
Registry;  
(5)  Code Section 7-1-1003.6, relating to privileged or confidential nature of 
information provided to the Nationwide Mortgage Licensing System and Registry;  
(6)  Code Section 7-1-1004, relating to issuance or denial of license for a mortgage 
broker or lender;  
(7)  Code Section 7-1-1004.1, relating to reports of condition by mortgage broker and 
lender;  
(8)  Code Section 7-1-1004.2, relating to ability of mortgage broker and lender licensee 
to challenge information in the Nationwide Mortgage Licensing System and Registry;  
(9)  Code Section 7-1-1005, relating to the renewal and expiration of licenses and 
registrations of mortgage lenders and brokers;  
(10)  Code Section 7-1-1011, relating to annual fees set by department for mortgage 
loan originator, mortgage broker, and mortgage lender;  
(11)  Code Section 7-1-1013, relating to the prohibition of certain acts by licensees and 
registrants; and 
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(12)  Code Section 7-1-1016, relating to regulations relevant to advertising by mortgage 
broker and mortgage lenders.  

 

SECTION 6-2. 
Said title is further amended in Code Section 7-1-1004, relating to issuance or denial of 
license for a mortgage broker or lender and prelicensing education requirements, by 
adding a new paragraph to subsection (e) and revising paragraphs (8) and (9) of 
subsection (g) as follows:  

"(6)  The department is authorized to enact rules and regulations related to the 
expiration of prelicensing education." 
"(8)  A licensed mortgage loan originator who subsequently becomes unlicensed shall 
complete the continuing education requirements for the last year in which the license 
was held prior to issuance of a new or renewed license or the prelicensing education 
in the event the prelicensing education has expired pursuant to the rules and 
regulations of the department.  
(9)  An individual meeting the requirements of paragraphs (1) and (3) of subsection 
(e) of Code Section 7-1-1005 may make up any deficiency in continuing education as 
established by rule or regulation of the department." 

 

PART VII 
Building and loan associations and various changes 

 

SECTION 7-1. 
Said title is further amended in Code Section 7-1-4, relating to definitions relative to the 
Department of Banking and Finance and financial institutions generally, by revising 
paragraphs (7), (8), (17), and (21) as follows:  

"(7)  'Bank' means a corporation existing under the laws of this state on April 1, 1975, 
or organized under this chapter and authorized to engage in the business of receiving 
deposits withdrawable on demand or deposits withdrawable after stated notice or 
lapse of time; 'bank' shall also include national banks located in this state for the 
purpose of Part 6 of Article 2 of this chapter, relating to deposits, safe-deposit 
agreements, and money received for transmission, and Article 8 of this chapter, 
relating to multiple deposit accounts; provided, however, that the term 'bank' shall not 
include a credit union, a building and loan association, a savings and loan association, 
or a licensee under Article 4 of this chapter., but 'Bank' shall include a federal or state 
credit union for the purposes of Part 6 of Article 2 of this chapter, provided that this 
inclusion is not intended to grant or expand any powers to credit unions not 
authorized in Part 6 of Article 2 of this chapter or by other law.  
(8)  'Building and loan association' means such an association as defined in paragraph 
(1) of subsection (a) and subsections (b) and (c) of Code Section 7-1-770 Reserved." 
"(17)  'Depositor' means any person or corporation who shall deposit money or items 
for the payment of money in any financial institution, which funds are subsequently 
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(allowing time for collections) withdrawable either on demand or after a stated notice 
or lapse of time, whether interest is allowed thereon or not, and shall also include:  

(A)  Holders of demand and time certificates of deposit;  
(B)  Owners of certified or cashiers' checks and checks purchased from a licensee 
under Article 4 of this chapter; and 
(C)  Shareholders in credit unions, federal credit unions, building and loan 
associations, and savings and loan associations to the extent that funds paid in by 
them are withdrawable within the terms of this definition." 

"(21)  'Financial institution' means:  
(A)  A bank;  
(B)  A trust company;  
(C)  A building and loan association Reserved;  
(D)  A credit union;  
(E)  A corporation licensed to engage in the business of selling payment instruments 
in this state on April 1, 1975, or so licensed pursuant to Article 4 of this chapter;  
(F)  Business development corporations existing on April 1, 1975, pursuant to the 
former 'Georgia Business Development Corporation Act of 1972,' approved April 3, 
1972 (Ga. L. 1972, p. 798), or organized pursuant to Article 6 of this chapter;  
(G)  An international bank agency doing business in this state on April 1, 1975, 
pursuant to the former 'International Bank Agency Act,' approved April 6, 1972 (Ga. 
L. 1972, p. 1140), or authorized to do business in this state pursuant to Article 5 of 
this chapter;  
(H)  In addition, as the context requires, a national bank, savings and loan 
association, or federal credit union for the purpose of the following provisions:  

(i)  Code Section 7-1-2, relating to findings of the General Assembly;  
(ii)  Code Section 7-1-3, relating to objectives of this chapter;  
(iii)  Code Section 7-1-8, relating to supplementary principles of law;  
(iv)(iii)  Code Section 7-1-37, relating to restrictions on officials and personnel;  
(v)(iv)  Code Section 7-1-70, relating to disclosure of information;  
(vi)(v)  Code Section 7-1-90, relating to judicial review of department action;  
(vii)  Subsection (d) of Code Section 7-1-91, relating to orders to desist from 
conduct illegal under the laws and regulations of this state;  
(viii)  Code Section 7-1-94, relating to the evidentiary results of examinations and 
investigations; 
(ix)(vi)  Code Sections 7-1-111 and 7-1-112, relating to emergency closings and 
business restrictions;  
(x)  Code Sections 7-1-110 and 7-1-294, relating to permissive closings; 
(xi)  Code Section 7-1-133, relating to prohibited advertising; 
(xii)  Paragraph (11) of Code Section 7-1-261, relating to additional operational 
powers of banks and trust companies; 
(xiii)(vii)  Paragraph (3) of subsection (a) of Code Section 7-1-394, relating to 
criteria to be considered in approving new banks;  
(xiv) Code Section 7-1-658, relating to loans; 
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(xv)(viii)  Code Section 7-1-840, relating to criminal prosecutions; and 
(xvi)(ix)  Code Section 7-1-841, relating to application of Title 16 provisions;  

(I)  A bank holding company as defined in Code Section 7-1-605 for the purposes of 
Code Sections 7-1-61, 7-1-71, and 7-1-91;  
(J)  Banks chartered by states other than Georgia for the purposes of paragraph (10) 
of Code Section 7-1-261, relating to agency relationships; and 
(K)  Federal credit unions for the purposes of Part 6 of Article 2 of this chapter, 
relating to deposits, safe deposit safe-deposit agreements, and money received for 
transmission, and Article 8 of this chapter, relating to multiple party deposit 
multiple-party accounts." 

 
SECTION 7-2. 

Said title is further amended by revising Code Section 7-1-10, relating to rules of 
construction relative to financial institutions, as follows:  

"7-1-10.  
(a)  The rules of statutory construction contained in Chapter 3 of Title 1 shall apply to 
this chapter title.  
(b)  Unless otherwise specifically indicated and to the full extent permitted by the 
Constitution of Georgia, any reference in this chapter title to an existing statute or 
regulation shall mean to such statute or regulation as has been or may in the future be 
amended or have material added to it. If in any case such construction is not 
constitutionally permissible, such reference shall mean to the statute or regulation as it 
existed on April 1, 1975 July 1, 2016.  
(c)  Any reference in this chapter title to an action by a superior court or other court 
shall authorize a judge of such court to take such action in term or in vacation, whether 
present in the county or absent from it." 

 
SECTION 7-3. 

Said title is further amended by revising Code Section 7-1-77, relating to approval by 
commissioner of state or federal rules and regulations affecting financial institutions, as 
follows:  

"7-1-77.  
Any rule, regulation, order, or administrative directive issued by a state or federal 
official, agency, or entity which is intended to be applicable to banks, banking 
associations, bank holding companies, building and loan associations and savings and 
loan associations, credit unions, or companies engaged in selling money orders or any 
other company or financial institution under the supervision of the commissioner and 
required to report to the commissioner or subject to rules and regulations issued by the 
commissioner shall be effective as to any such company or financial institution only 
after the rule, regulation, order, or other directive has been approved in writing by the 
commissioner.  Nothing in this Code section shall be construed to modify, limit, or 
otherwise restrict the authority of the department to conduct an examination, bring a 
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civil or administrative action, or otherwise enforce state or federal laws against a 
financial institution." 

 

SECTION 7-4. 
Said title is further amended by striking "a building and loan association,"; "building and 
loan associations,"; "'building and loan associations and"; ", building and loan 
association,"; "building and loan association,"; "building and loan"; "building and loan 
association or"; "a building and loan association or"; "or 'building and loan'"; "building 
and loan or"; or "Georgia building and loan associations," wherever such term appears in:  

(1)  Code Section 7-1-192, relating to notice to depositors and other creditors to present 
claims;  
(2)  Code Section 7-1-310, relating to powers to act as fiduciary and in other 
representative capacities;  
(3)  Code section 7-1-355, relating to agreements concerning safe deposits;  
(4) Code Section 7-1-608, relating to lawful and unlawful acquisitions, formation, and 
mergers of bank holding companies;  
(5) Code Section 7-1-740, relating to definitions relative to business development 
corporations;  
(6)  Code Section 7-1-747, relating to applying for membership and loans by members 
of a business development corporation;  
(7)  Code Section 7-1-758, relating to tax exemptions and state and local occupational 
license taxes;  
(8)  Code Section 7-1-777, relating to principal and branch offices of building and loan 
associations and savings and loan associations;  
(9)  Code Section 7-1-779, relating to use of term "savings and loan," "building and 
loan," or other terms likely to mislead public as to nature of business;  
(10)  Code Section 7-1-780, relating to lien on deposits to secure loans;  
(11)  Code Section 7-1-786, relating to taxation of building and loan associations and 
savings and loan associations;  
(12)  Code Section 7-1-787, relating to building and loan associations and savings and 
loan associations exemptions from securities regulations;  
(13)  Code Section 7-1-788, relating to nondisqualification of interested notaries and 
other officers of building and loan associations and savings and loan associations;  
(14)  Code Section 7-1-789, relating to deposits by minors, safe-deposit boxes, third-
party payment accounts, and validity releases in building and loan associations and 
savings and loan associations;  
(15)  Code Section 7-1-790, relating to deposits of fiduciaries in building and loan 
associations and savings and loan associations;  
(16)  Code Section 7-1-791, relating to payment on death of depositor by building and 
loan associations and savings and loan associations;  
(17)  Code Section 7-1-792, relating to deposits applied to funeral expenses of a 
depositor, building and loan association, or savings and loan association;  
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(18)  Code Section 7-1-793, relating to investment of funds in insured deposits in 
building and loan associations and savings and loan associations;  
(19)  Code Section 7-1-795, relating to savings account books and certificates of 
building and loan associations and savings and loan associations;  
(20)  Code Section 7-1-796, relating to insanity, incompetency, bankruptcy, or death of 
depositor in building and loan associations and savings and loan associations;  
(21)  Code Section 7-1-940, relating to definitions relative to small minority business 
development corporations;  
(22)  Code Section 7-1-947, relating to applicant for membership and loan requirements 
for small minority business development corporations;  
(23)  Code Section 7-1-958, relating to tax exemptions, credits, privileges, and 
occupational license taxes for small minority business development corporations;  
(24) Code Section 7-1-1001, relating to registration requirements and exemptions for 
mortgage lenders and brokers; and 
(25)  Code Section 7-3-6, relating to exemptions from chapter regarding industrial 
loans.  

 

SECTION 7-5. 
Said title is further amended in Code Section 7-1-241, relating to restrictions on engaging 
in banking business, by revising subsection (a) as follows:  

"(a)  No person or corporation may lawfully engage in this state in the business of 
banking or receiving money for deposit or transmission or lawfully establish in this 
state a place of business for such purpose, except a bank, a national bank, a credit union 
to the extent provided in Article 3 of this chapter, a licensee engaged in selling checks 
payment instruments to the extent permitted by Article 4 of this chapter, an 
international banking agency to the extent provided in Article 5 of this chapter, a 
building and loan association to the extent provided in Article 7 of this chapter, or a 
savings and loan association to the extent provided by the laws of the United States." 

 

SECTION 7-6. 
Said title is further amended by revising Code Section 7-1-289, relating to security for 
deposits, as follows:  

"7-1-289.  
(a)  A bank may, unless otherwise specifically approved in writing by the department, 
pledge or otherwise grant security interests in its assets to secure deposits of:  

(1)  Public funds;  
(2)  Funds of a pension fund for employees of a public body of the state;  
(3)  Funds for which a public body of the state or an officer or employee thereof or 
any court of law is the custodian or trustee pursuant to statute;  
(4)  Funds held by the department as receiver;  
(5)  Funds which are required to be secured by law or by an order of a court;  
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(6)  Its own fiduciary funds or the fiduciary funds of an affiliate.  In either case, the 
funds shall be deposited with the pledging institution and held in its commercial 
department; and 
(7)  Public funds deposited in another bank.  

(b)  A Except for the deposits listed in subsection (a) of this Code section, a bank may 
not pledge or otherwise grant security interests in its assets as security for deposits other 
than the deposits listed in subsection (a) of this Code section unless otherwise 
specifically approved in writing by the department." 

 
SECTION 7-7. 

Said title is further amended in Code Section 7-1-293, relating to savings banks and state 
savings and loan associations, by revising subsections (c) through (e) and (h) as follows:  

"(c)  A savings bank shall provide its depositors with deposit insurance coverage 
pursuant to those deposit insurance provisions of this chapter applicable to commercial 
banks.  A state savings and loan association shall provide its depositors, but not its 
shareholders, with deposit insurance coverage pursuant to those deposit insurance 
provisions of this chapter applicable to building and loan associations.  

(d)(1)  Unless specifically exempt therein, all rules and regulations promulgated by 
the department and applicable to commercial banks shall be applicable to a savings 
bank. 
(2)  The commissioner shall not approve an application of a financial institution 
requesting conversion to a commercial bank or a mutual savings bank unless such 
financial institution divests itself of all branches which were not lawfully established 
and in existence prior to July 1, 1996, or which do not conform with the branch 
banking laws of this state if established on or after July 1, 1996.  Any federal mutual 
savings bank or federal mutual savings and loan association with a banking location 
in Georgia prior to July 1, 1996, which converts to a state charter, shall be entitled to 
retain the banking locations lawfully established in Georgia which conform to the 
limitations of this subsection Reserved.  

(e)  The conversion, merger, or consolidation of a federal savings and loan association 
or federal savings bank, including a federal mutual savings and loan association or 
federal mutual savings bank, shall be accomplished pursuant to the same procedures as 
are prescribed in this chapter for a conversion, merger, or consolidation involving a 
national bank, provided that any federal mutual savings bank or federal mutual savings 
and loan association converting to a Georgia mutual savings bank must have been in 
existence on January 1, 1997, and must have had its main office in the State of Georgia; 
and provided, further, that the approval of such conversion by the members of such 
association or bank shall be by such vote as is required in the articles of association and 
bylaws of such association or bank.  A federal mutual savings and loan association or 
federal mutual savings bank shall upon conversion be and be known as a mutual 
savings bank.  Conversion of a building and loan association into a savings bank or 
state savings and loan association may be made with the approval of the department and 
an appropriate amendment of the articles of incorporation of the association.  In 
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considering any plan for the conversion, merger, or consolidation of a federal savings 
and loan association or federal savings bank or conversion of a building and loan 
association, the department shall not approve the plan unless it is satisfied that such 
plan is fair and equitable to all borrowers, depositors, and shareholders." 
"(h)  Except as provided therein, Article 1 of this chapter and all other parts of this 
article shall apply to all mutual savings banks, savings banks, and state savings and loan 
associations and unless specifically exempt therein, all rules and regulations 
promulgated by the department applicable to banks shall be applicable to mutual 
savings banks, savings banks, and state savings and loan associations." 

 

SECTION 7-8. 
Said title is further amended in Code Section 7-1-353, relating to adverse claims to 
deposits and property held in safe deposit, by revising paragraph (1) of subsection (b) as 
follows:  

"(1)  A court order, distraint, levy, garnishment, or other effective legal process;" 
 

SECTION 7-9. 
Said title is further amended in Code Section 7-1-436, relating to voting of shares of 
banks and trust companies, by revising subsections (c) and (h) as follows:  

"(c)  The chairman of the board, chief executive officer, president, any vice-president, 
the secretary, or the treasurer of a corporation which is the holder of record of shares of 
a bank or trust company shall be deemed by the bank or trust company to have 
authority to vote such shares and to execute proxies and written waivers and consents in 
relation thereto, whether such shares are held in a fiduciary capacity or otherwise, 
unless, before a vote is taken or a waiver of consent is acted upon, it is made to appear 
by a certified copy of the bylaws or resolution of the board of directors or executive 
committee of the corporation holding such shares that such authority does not exist or is 
vested in some other officer or person.  In the absence of such certification, a person 
executing any such proxies, waivers, or consents or presenting himself or herself at a 
meeting as one of such officers of a corporate shareholder shall, for the purposes of this 
Code section, be prima facie deemed to be duly elected, qualified, and acting as such 
officer and to be fully authorized; and, in the case of conflicting representation, the 
corporate shareholder shall be deemed to be represented by its senior officer in the 
order first stated in this subsection." 
"(h)  Notwithstanding subsections (a) through (g) of this Code section, a corporation 
shall be protected from liability in relying on and treating the persons in whose names 
shares stand on the record of shareholders as the owners thereof for all purposes." 

 

SECTION 7-10. 
Said title is further amended in Code Section 7-1-441, relating to restrictions on 
derivative actions by shareholders of banks and trust companies, by revising subsection 
(a) as follows:  
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"(a)  In a derivative action involving a right which a bank or trust company may have 
properly asserted, but which its representatives wrongfully failed to enforce that has 
been brought by one or more shareholders of a bank or trust company to procure a 
judgment in its favor, the representatives of the bank or trust company wrongfully 
having failed to enforce a right which may properly be asserted by it, the complaint 
shall be verified and shall allege that the plaintiff is a shareholder of record at the time 
of bringing the action. It shall further allege:  

(1)  That the plaintiff had purchased his or her shares or was a shareholder of record at 
the time of the transaction of which he or she complains or that his or her shares 
thereafter devolved on him or her through one or more transfers by operation of law 
from one who was a holder of record or member at such time; or 
(2)  That the plaintiff is the holder of record of shares which at the time of the 
transaction of which he or she complains were held of record by a trustee of a trust in 
which the plaintiff held a beneficial interest or in which a beneficial interest was held 
by one from whom the shares have devolved upon the plaintiff through one or more 
transfers by operation of law." 

 

SECTION 7-11. 
Said title is further amended in Code Section 7-1-488, relating to officers, agents, 
employees, and employee share plans of banks and trust companies, by revising 
subsection (b) as follows:  

"(b)  Except as otherwise provided in the articles or bylaws, the board of directors shall 
elect the officers, fix their compensation, and fill vacancies, however occurring.  An 
officer elected or appointed by the board may be removed by the board at any time, 
whenever in its judgment the best interests of the institution will be served thereby, 
without prejudice to any contract right of such officer.  The department shall 
immediately be notified in writing when the individual holding the position of chief 
executive officer or president of the bank changes." 

 

SECTION 7-12. 
Said title is further amended in Code Section 7-1-600, relating to definitions relative to 
bank branches, offices, facilities, and holding companies, by revising paragraph (1) as 
follows:  

"(1)  'Bank' means any moneyed corporation authorized by law to receive deposits of 
money and commercial paper, to make loans, to discount bills, notes, and other 
commercial paper, to buy and sell bills of exchange, and to issue bills, notes, 
acceptances, or other evidences of debt, and shall include incorporated banks, savings 
banks, banking companies, trust companies, and other corporations doing a banking 
business and may include corporations who provide some or all of the financial 
services listed in this paragraph by technological means in lieu of or in addition to 
traditional geographically based delivery systems but, unless the context otherwise 
indicates, shall not include national banks or building and loan associations or similar 
associations or corporations; provided, however, that Code Sections 7-1-590 through 
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7-1-594, providing for the registration of representative offices; Code Sections 7-1-
601 and 7-1-602, regulating the operation and establishment of bank branch offices; 
Code Section 7-1-603, regulating the expansion of existing facilities; and Code 
Sections 7-1-604 through 7-1-608, restricting the acquisition and ownership of bank 
shares or assets and regulating the operation of banks and bank holding companies in 
this state, shall apply to national banks and all other persons, corporations, or 
associations, by whatever authority organized, doing a banking or trust business in 
this state.  'Bank' Such term shall include 'main office' and any 'branch office,' unless 
the context indicates that it does not." 

 

SECTION 7-13. 
Said title is further amended in Code Section 7-1-605, relating to when a company is 
deemed to control shares in a bank holding company, by revising paragraph (2) of 
subsection (b) as follows:  

"(2)  'Company' means any corporation, limited liability company, partnership, 
business trust, association, or similar organization, commercial entity regardless of 
organizational structure, or any other trust unless by its terms it must terminate within 
25 years or not later than 21 years and ten months after the death of individuals living 
on the effective date of the trust, but shall not include any corporation the majority of 
the shares of which are owned by the United States or by any state or any qualified 
family partnership as defined in the federal Bank Holding Company Act of 1956, as 
amended." 

 
SECTION 7-14. 

Said title is further amended in Code Section 7-1-611, relating to penalties for violations 
of certain provisions relative to banks and bank holding companies, as follows:  

"7-1-611.  
Any bank, bank holding company, or company (as defined in Code Section 7-1-605) 
which violates subsection (a) of Code Section 7-1-601 or any provision of Code Section 
7-1-602, Code Section 7-1-603, or Code Sections 7-1-605 through 7-1-608 shall, upon 
conviction, be fined be subject to civil monetary penalties of not less than $500.00 nor 
more than $5,000.00 unless it shall cease and desist therefrom within 60 days after 
notice of any such violation served on it by the department.  Each day on which such 
violation occurs shall constitute a separate offense." 

 

SECTION 7-15. 
Said title is further amended by revising Code Section 7-1-770, relating to definitions 
relative to building and loan associations and savings and loan associations, as follows:  

"7-1-770.  
(a)  As used in this article, the term:  

(1)  'Building and loan association' means a local mutual association existing under 
the laws of this state on April 1, 1975, or organized under this article without capital 
stock which:  
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(A)  Is authorized to receive deposits but shall not have the power to offer third-
party payment services except in the same manner and subject to the same 
provisions as are set forth in Code Section 7-1-670 for credit unions;  
(B)  Receives the greater portion of its funds from such deposits; and 
(C)  Lends the greater portion of its funds on the security of first liens or security 
titles on homes and on the security of first liens on its own deposits. 

(2)  'Deposit' means any arrangement whereby a withdrawable interest is created in a 
building and loan association or whereby the building and loan association becomes 
indebted to a person transferring to it money, commercial paper, or similar items for 
the payment of money, whether called a 'share,' 'account,' 'certificate,' 'share account,' 
'savings account,' 'deposit,' 'savings deposit,' 'deposit account,' or otherwise. 
(b)(1)  An association is 'local' within the meaning of this article if the greater portion 
of its investment in real estate loans is limited to loans on the security of a first lien or 
security title on real estate.  Any such association may purchase real estate loans or 
interests in real estate loans which are made and owned by other associations 
qualified under the building and loan statutes of their respective states or from any 
savings and loan association to the extent authorized by the regulations of the 
department, provided that such regulations shall not permit the purchase of loans or 
interests in loans of any type or in any amounts (per individual loan or in the 
aggregate) which are not permitted by law to be purchased by savings and loan 
associations with principal offices in this state.  
(c)(2)  An association is 'mutual' if all depositors in such association participate in the 
income of such association and if all borrowers are privileged to vote at least one vote 
at any meeting of members, it being unnecessary that any borrower should subscribe 
to or purchase any shares or be entitled to participate in any way in the income of 
such association." 

 
SECTION 7-16. 

Said title is further amended by repealing and reserving:  
(1)  Code Section 7-1-771, relating to members and voting by a building and loan 
association;  
(2)  Code Section 7-1-772, relating to presentation, contents, and execution of articles 
of a building and loan association;  
(3)  Code Section 7-1-775, relating to filing and processing articles of incorporation and 
amendments for a building and loan association;  
(4)  Code Section 7-1-776, relating to certificate of incorporation or amendment issued 
by the Secretary of State for building and loan association;  
(5)  Code Section 7-1-778, relating to rules and regulations governing building and loan 
associations;  
(6)  Code Section 7-1-782, relating to effect on conversion into savings and loan 
association;  
(7)  Code Section 7-1-784, relating to previous conversions from a savings and loan 
association into a building and loan association;  
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(8)  Code Section 7-1-785, relating to effect of conversion into a building and loan 
association; and 
(9)  Code Section 7-1-797, relating to building and loan association deposit insurance 
requirements and public notice.  

 

SECTION 7-17. 
Said title is further amended by revising Code Section 7-1-781, relating to conversion of 
a financial institution to a savings and loan, as follows:  

"7-1-781.  
Any building and loan association or other financial institution existing under the laws 
of this state doing a home financing business may convert itself into a savings and loan 
association in accordance with Section 5 of the Home Owners' Loan Act of 1933, 12 
U.S.C. Section 1464, upon a vote of 51 percent or more of the votes of the members 
cast at an annual meeting or at any special meeting called to consider such action." 

 

SECTION 7-18. 
Said title is further amended by revising Code Section 7-1-783, relating to previous 
conversions into savings and loan associations ratified, as follows:  

"7-1-783.  
Any building and loan association or corporation which has converted itself prior to 
April 1, 1975, into a savings and loan association under the Home Owners' Loan Act of 
1933 and has received a charter from the Federal Home Loan Bank Board shall be 
recognized as a savings and loan association, and its federal charter shall be given full 
credence by the courts of this state to the same extent as if such conversion had taken 
place under this article." 
 

SECTION 7-19. 
Said title is further amended in Code Section 7-1-841, relating to applicability of Title 16 
to financial institutions, by revising subsection (a) as follows:  

"(a)  The following provisions of Title 16 are expressly made applicable to financial 
institutions, their directors, officers, agents, and employees and persons or corporations 
having dealings with, supervision over, or other contact with financial institutions:  

(1)  Article 2 of Chapter 7 of Title 16, relating to damage to property;  
(2)  Article 3 of Chapter 7 of Title 16, relating to arson and related offenses;  
(3)  Article 1 of Chapter 7 of Title 16, relating to burglary and related offenses;  
(4)  Chapter 9 of Title 16, relating to deceptive practices;  
(5)  Chapter 8 of Title 16, relating to theft, including robbery;  
(6)  Article 2 of Chapter 8 of Title 16, relating to robbery; 
(7)  Article 1 of Chapter 10 of Title 16, relating to abuse of government office; and 
(8)(7)  Article 4 of Chapter 10 of Title 16, relating to perjury and other falsifications." 
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SECTION 7-20. 
Said title is further amended by revising Code Section 7-1-843, relating to certain 
misdemeanors of directors, officers, agents, and employees of financial institutions, as 
follows:  

"7-1-843.  
Any officer, director, agent, or employee of any financial institution who shall perform 
the following acts or deeds shall be guilty of a misdemeanor:  

(1)  Advertises by any office sign or upon any letterhead, billhead, bank note, receipt, 
certificate, or circular or on any written or printed paper that the deposits in said 
financial institution are insured or guaranteed, unless such deposits in said financial 
institution are, in fact, insured and guaranteed as required by Code Sections 7-1-244, 
and 7-1-666, and 7-1-797 or regulation or action of the department pursuant thereto;. 
(2)  Intentionally conceals from the directors of any financial institution or from the 
committee to whom the directors have delegated authority to pass on loans and 
discounts any discount or loan made for and in behalf of said financial institution or 
the purchase or sale of any evidence of indebtedness or agreement for the payment of 
money;. 
(3)  Uses or applies any part of the capital or other funds of any financial institution to 
the purchase of shares of its own stock, unless such purchase shall be necessary to 
prevent loss upon a debt previously contracted in good faith under Code Section 7-1-
263 or is otherwise permitted by law;. 
(4)  Concurs in any vote or act of the directors of such financial institution by which it 
is intended to declare a dividend or reduce or make a distribution of capital, except as 
authorized by Code Section 7-1-460 or 7-1-461 or otherwise under this chapter or 
other applicable law;. 
(5)  Discounts or receives any evidence of indebtedness or agreement for the payment 
of money in payment of any subscription for common or preferred shares or with 
intent to enable any shareholder to withdraw any part of the money paid by him for 
shares held in the financial institution;. 
(6)  Knowingly and willfully issues, participates in issuing, or concurs in any vote of 
the directors to issue any increase of its capital beyond the amount of the capital 
thereof duly authorized by or in pursuance of law or who knowingly or willfully sells 
or agrees to sell or who is interested, directly or indirectly, in the sale of any such 
shares of stock of such financial institution or in any agreement to sell the same;. 
(7)  Certifies any check, draft, or order where the drawer of such check, draft, or order 
does not have on deposit with the financial institution at the time of such certification 
an amount of money equal to the amount specified in such check, draft, or order or 
fails to charge or set aside such amount from the deposit of the drawer immediately 
for the purpose of paying such certified check, draft, or order when presented;. 
(8)  Makes or consents to the making of any conveyance, assignment, transfer, 
mortgage, or lien with intent to hinder, delay, or defraud creditors, after insolvency of 
the financial institution or in contemplation thereof, whether the same is made to an 
innocent purchaser or to any other person." 
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SECTION 7-21. 
Said title is further amended in Code Section 7-1-845, relating to miscellaneous acts by 
financial institutions and directors, officers, agents, and employees to be treated as 
felonies, by revising paragraph (3) of subsection (a) as follows:  

"(3)  Willfully engages in the business of:  
(A)  A bank in violation of Code Section 7-1-241;  
(B)  A trust company in violation of Code Section 7-1-242;  
(C)  A credit union in violation of Code Section 7-1-633;  
(D)  Selling payment instruments before receiving a license as required by Code 
Section 7-1-681;  
(E)  An international bank agency before receiving the license required by Code 
Section 7-1-713;  
(F)  A business development corporation before approval of the department is 
granted under Code Section 7-1-743; or 
(G)  A building and loan association before its articles are approved; or 
(H)  Transacting business either directly or indirectly as a mortgage loan originator, 
mortgage broker, or mortgage lender unless licensed by the department or exempt 
from licensing pursuant to Code Section 7-1-1001; or" 

 

SECTION 7-22. 
Said title is further amended in Code Section 7-1-911, relating to definitions relative to 
records and reports of currency transactions, by revising paragraph (6) as follows:  

"(6)  'Financial institution' means:  
(A)  A state or national bank;  
(B)  A trust company;  
(C)  A building and loan association, state savings and loan association, or a federal 
savings and loan association;  
(D)  A state or federal credit union;  
(E)  An international bank agency doing business in this state on April 1, 1975, 
pursuant to the former 'International Bank Agency Act,' approved April 6, 1972 (Ga. 
L. 1972, p. 1140), or authorized to do business in this state pursuant to Article 5 of 
this chapter; or 
(F)  A licensee under Article 4 or Article 4A of this chapter and such other persons 
as may be engaged in the business of:  

(i)  Cashing checks payment instruments for a fee; or 
(ii)  Performing transactions by wire or other electronic means to facilitate the 
movement or transfer of money." 

 

SECTION 7-23. 
Said title is further amended in Code Section 7-2-11, relating to supervision by the 
department of credit union deposit insurance corporations, by revising subsection (a) as 
follows:  
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"(a)  The corporation shall not be deemed an insurance company within the meaning of 
the laws of the State of Georgia relating to insurance or providing for the supervision of 
insurance companies, but it shall be subject to the exclusive supervision of the 
department. The department shall exercise the same powers and authority over the 
corporation as is now or hereafter exercised over banks, and credit unions, and building 
and loan associations under its jurisdiction and shall issue such rules and regulations as 
shall be necessary to carry out its responsibilities under this chapter." 

 

PART VIII  
Repealer 

 
SECTION 8-1. 

All laws and parts of laws in conflict with this Act are repealed.   
 
 The report of the Committee, which was favorable to the passage of the Bill, by 
substitute, was agreed to. 
 
 On the passage of the Bill, by substitute, the roll call was ordered and the vote was as 
follows: 
 
Y Abrams 
Y Alexander 
Y Allison 
Y Atwood 
Y Ballinger 
E Barr 
Y Battles 
E Beasley-Teague 
Y Belton 
E Bennett, K 
Y Bennett, T 
Y Bentley 
Y Benton 
Y Beskin 
Y Beverly 
Y Blackmon 
Y Broadrick 
Y Brockway 
Y Bruce 
E Bryant 
Y Buckner 
Y Burns 
Y Caldwell, J 
Y Caldwell, M 
Y Cantrell 
Y Carson 
Y Carter, A 
Y Carter, D 
Y Casas 
Y Chandler 

Y Coomer 
Y Cooper 
Y Corbett 
Y Dawkins-Haigler 
Y Deffenbaugh 
E Dempsey 
Y Dickerson 
Y Dickey 
Y Dickson 
Y Dollar 
Y Douglas 
Y Drenner 
Y Dudgeon 
Y Dukes 
Y Dunahoo 
Y Duncan 
Y Ealum 
Y Efstration 
Y Ehrhart 
Y England 
Y Epps 
Y Evans 
Y Fleming 
Y Floyd 
Y Fludd 
Y Frazier 
Y Frye 
Y Gardner 
Y Gasaway 
Y Gilligan 

Y Harrell 
Y Hatchett 
Y Hawkins 
Y Henson 
Y Hightower 
Y Hitchens 
Y Holcomb 
Y Holmes 
Y Houston 
Y Howard 
Y Hugley 
Y Jackson 
Y Jasperse 
Y Jones, J 
Y Jones, J.B. 
Y Jones, L 
Y Jones, S 
Y Jordan 
Y Kaiser 
Y Kelley 
E Kendrick 
Y Kidd 
E Kirby 
Y Knight 
Y LaRiccia 
Y Lott 
Y Lumsden 
Y Mabra 
Y Marin 
E Martin 

Y Mitchell 
Y Morris 
    Mosby 
E Nimmer 
Y Nix 
Y Oliver 
N Pak 
Y Parrish 
Y Parsons 
Y Peake 
Y Petrea 
Y Pezold 
Y Pirkle 
Y Powell, A 
Y Powell, J 
Y Price 
Y Prince 
Y Pruett 
Y Quick 
Y Raffensperger 
Y Rakestraw 
Y Ramsey 
Y Randall 
Y Reeves 
    Rhodes 
Y Rice 
Y Rogers, C 
Y Rogers, T 
Y Rutledge 
Y Rynders 

Y Smith, L 
E Smith, M 
Y Smith, R 
Y Smyre 
Y Spencer 
    Stephens, M 
Y Stephens, R 
    Stephenson 
Y Stovall 
Y Stover 
Y Strickland 
Y Tankersley 
Y Tanner 
Y Tarvin 
Y Taylor, D 
E Taylor, T 
Y Teasley 
Y Thomas, A.M. 
Y Thomas, E 
Y Trammell 
Y Turner 
    VACANT 
E Waites  
Y Watson 
Y Welch 
Y Weldon 
Y Werkheiser 
Y Wilkerson 
Y Wilkinson 
Y Willard 
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Y Cheokas 
Y Clark, D 
Y Clark, H 
Y Clark, V 
Y Coleman 
Y Cooke 

Y Glanton 
Y Golick 
Y Gordon 
Y Gravley 
Y Greene 
Y Harden 

Y Maxwell 
Y Mayo 
Y McCall 
Y McClain 
Y Meadows 
Y Metze 

Y Scott 
Y Setzler 
Y Sharper 
Y Shaw 
Y Sims 
Y Smith, E 

Y Williams, A 
Y Williams, C 
Y Williams, E 
Y Williamson 
Y Yates 
    Ralston, Speaker 

   
 On the passage of the Bill, by substitute, the ayes were 161, nays 1. 
 
 The Bill, having received the requisite constitutional majority, was passed, by 
substitute. 
 
HR 1198. By Representatives Smith of the 70th, Stephens of the 164th, Bryant of the 

162nd, Petrea of the 166th, Nimmer of the 178th and others: 
 

A RESOLUTION encouraging the Environmental Protection Division of the 
Department of Natural Resources to review its regulations providing for the 
protection of underground drinking water to ensure they are sufficient; and 
for other purposes.  
 

 The following Committee substitute was read and adopted: 
 

A RESOLUTION 
 
Encouraging the Environmental Protection Division of the Department of Natural 
Resources to review its regulations providing for the protection of underground drinking 
water to ensure they are sufficient; and for other purposes.  
 
WHEREAS, certain areas of this state are dependent on the productivity, integrity, and 
quality of aquifers underlying those areas for the purpose of providing a clean and 
reliable water supply and such water supply supports local economies and is superior to 
alternatives in terms of both cost and reliability; and 
 
WHEREAS, there is significant state interest in the maintenance of clean and reliable 
water supply for all areas of the state, requiring assessment of all available water supply 
options; and 
 
WHEREAS, one option that has been discussed is aquifer storage and recovery, the 
process of storing surface water in aquifers for later recovery for water supply or other 
uses or the process of moving water among aquifers for water supply or other uses; and 
 
WHEREAS, concerns have been expressed about the potential for negative impacts of 
aquifer storage and recovery to the state's aquifers in the absence of protective 
regulations; and 
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WHEREAS, the General Assembly recognizes that the Board of Natural Resources has 
already adopted regulations that are applicable to aquifer storage and recovery.  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
that the members of this body encourage the Environmental Protection Division of the 
Department of Natural Resources to review its current regulations as they relate to 
aquifer storage and recovery to ensure that they are sufficient to provide for the 
protection and preservation of the state's aquifers, to revise such regulations when 
necessary, and to consider the availability of other water supply sources in the permitting 
of any potential aquifer storage and recovery project.  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Environmental Protection Division is urged to 
issue a report detailing its review of current regulations relating to aquifer storage and 
recovery to the Board of Natural Resources no later than June 30, 2017.  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Clerk of the House of Representatives is 
authorized and directed to make appropriate copies of this resolution available for 
distribution to the Governor of Georgia and the director of the Environmental Protection 
Division of the Department of Natural Resources.   
  
 The report of the Committee, which was favorable to the adoption of the Resolution, 
by substitute, was agreed to. 
 
 On the adoption of the Resolution, by substitute, the roll call was ordered and the vote 
was as follows: 
 
Y Abrams 
Y Alexander 
    Allison 
Y Atwood 
Y Ballinger 
E Barr 
Y Battles 
E Beasley-Teague 
Y Belton 
E Bennett, K 
Y Bennett, T 
Y Bentley 
Y Benton 
Y Beskin 
Y Beverly 
Y Blackmon 
Y Broadrick 
Y Brockway 
Y Bruce 
E Bryant 
Y Buckner 
Y Burns 

Y Coomer 
Y Cooper 
Y Corbett 
Y Dawkins-Haigler 
Y Deffenbaugh 
E Dempsey 
Y Dickerson 
Y Dickey 
Y Dickson 
Y Dollar 
Y Douglas 
Y Drenner 
Y Dudgeon 
    Dukes 
Y Dunahoo 
Y Duncan 
Y Ealum 
Y Efstration 
Y Ehrhart 
Y England 
Y Epps 
Y Evans 

Y Harrell 
Y Hatchett 
Y Hawkins 
Y Henson 
Y Hightower 
Y Hitchens 
Y Holcomb 
Y Holmes 
Y Houston 
Y Howard 
Y Hugley 
Y Jackson 
Y Jasperse 
Y Jones, J 
Y Jones, J.B. 
Y Jones, L 
Y Jones, S 
Y Jordan 
Y Kaiser 
Y Kelley 
E Kendrick 
Y Kidd 

Y Mitchell 
Y Morris 
Y Mosby 
E Nimmer 
Y Nix 
Y Oliver 
Y Pak 
Y Parrish 
Y Parsons 
Y Peake 
Y Petrea 
Y Pezold 
Y Pirkle 
Y Powell, A 
Y Powell, J 
Y Price 
Y Prince 
    Pruett 
Y Quick 
Y Raffensperger 
Y Rakestraw 
Y Ramsey 

Y Smith, L 
E Smith, M 
Y Smith, R 
Y Smyre 
Y Spencer 
Y Stephens, M 
Y Stephens, R 
    Stephenson 
Y Stovall 
Y Stover 
Y Strickland 
Y Tankersley 
Y Tanner 
Y Tarvin 
Y Taylor, D 
E Taylor, T 
Y Teasley 
Y Thomas, A.M. 
Y Thomas, E 
Y Trammell 
Y Turner 
    VACANT 
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Y Caldwell, J 
Y Caldwell, M 
Y Cantrell 
Y Carson 
Y Carter, A 
Y Carter, D 
Y Casas 
Y Chandler 
Y Cheokas 
Y Clark, D 
Y Clark, H 
Y Clark, V 
Y Coleman 
Y Cooke 

Y Fleming 
Y Floyd 
Y Fludd 
Y Frazier 
Y Frye 
Y Gardner 
Y Gasaway 
Y Gilligan 
Y Glanton 
Y Golick 
Y Gordon 
Y Gravley 
Y Greene 
Y Harden 

E Kirby 
Y Knight 
Y LaRiccia 
Y Lott 
Y Lumsden 
Y Mabra 
Y Marin 
E Martin 
Y Maxwell 
Y Mayo 
Y McCall 
Y McClain 
Y Meadows 
Y Metze 

Y Randall 
Y Reeves 
Y Rhodes 
Y Rice 
Y Rogers, C 
Y Rogers, T 
Y Rutledge 
Y Rynders 
Y Scott 
Y Setzler 
Y Sharper 
Y Shaw 
Y Sims 
Y Smith, E 

E Waites  
Y Watson 
Y Welch 
Y Weldon 
Y Werkheiser 
Y Wilkerson 
Y Wilkinson 
Y Willard 
Y Williams, A 
Y Williams, C 
Y Williams, E 
Y Williamson 
    Yates 
    Ralston, Speaker 

   
 On the adoption of the Resolution, by substitute, the ayes were 161, nays 0. 
 
 The Resolution, having received the requisite constitutional majority, was adopted, by 
substitute. 
 
HB 822. By Representatives Coomer of the 14th, Powell of the 171st, Smyre of the 

135th, Epps of the 144th, Clark of the 101st and others: 
 

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Article 1 of Chapter 8 of Title 48 of 
the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to sales and use tax, so as to 
provide for a change in a definition; to provide for related matters; to provide 
for an effective date; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.  
 

 The report of the Committee, which was favorable to the passage of the Bill, was 
agreed to. 
 
 On the passage of the Bill, the roll call was ordered and the vote was as follows: 
 
Y Abrams 
Y Alexander 
N Allison 
N Atwood 
Y Ballinger 
E Barr 
Y Battles 
E Beasley-Teague 
Y Belton 
E Bennett, K 
Y Bennett, T 
Y Bentley 
Y Benton 
Y Beskin 
Y Beverly 
Y Blackmon 
Y Broadrick 

Y Coomer 
Y Cooper 
Y Corbett 
Y Dawkins-Haigler 
Y Deffenbaugh 
E Dempsey 
Y Dickerson 
Y Dickey 
Y Dickson 
Y Dollar 
Y Douglas 
Y Drenner 
Y Dudgeon 
Y Dukes 
N Dunahoo 
Y Duncan 
Y Ealum 

Y Harrell 
Y Hatchett 
Y Hawkins 
Y Henson 
N Hightower 
Y Hitchens 
Y Holcomb 
Y Holmes 
Y Houston 
Y Howard 
Y Hugley 
Y Jackson 
Y Jasperse 
Y Jones, J 
Y Jones, J.B. 
Y Jones, L 
Y Jones, S 

Y Mitchell 
Y Morris 
Y Mosby 
E Nimmer 
Y Nix 
Y Oliver 
Y Pak 
Y Parrish 
Y Parsons 
Y Peake 
Y Petrea 
Y Pezold 
    Pirkle 
Y Powell, A 
Y Powell, J 
Y Price 
Y Prince 

Y Smith, L 
E Smith, M 
Y Smith, R 
Y Smyre 
N Spencer 
Y Stephens, M 
Y Stephens, R 
    Stephenson 
Y Stovall 
Y Stover 
Y Strickland 
Y Tankersley 
Y Tanner 
Y Tarvin 
Y Taylor, D 
E Taylor, T 
Y Teasley 
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Y Brockway 
Y Bruce 
E Bryant 
Y Buckner 
Y Burns 
Y Caldwell, J 
Y Caldwell, M 
Y Cantrell 
Y Carson 
Y Carter, A 
Y Carter, D 
Y Casas 
Y Chandler 
Y Cheokas 
Y Clark, D 
Y Clark, H 
Y Clark, V 
Y Coleman 
N Cooke 

Y Efstration 
Y Ehrhart 
Y England 
Y Epps 
Y Evans 
Y Fleming 
Y Floyd 
Y Fludd 
Y Frazier 
N Frye 
Y Gardner 
N Gasaway 
Y Gilligan 
Y Glanton 
Y Golick 
Y Gordon 
N Gravley 
Y Greene 
Y Harden 

Y Jordan 
Y Kaiser 
Y Kelley 
E Kendrick 
Y Kidd 
E Kirby 
Y Knight 
Y LaRiccia 
Y Lott 
Y Lumsden 
Y Mabra 
Y Marin 
E Martin 
Y Maxwell 
Y Mayo 
Y McCall 
Y McClain 
Y Meadows 
Y Metze 

Y Pruett 
N Quick 
Y Raffensperger 
Y Rakestraw 
Y Ramsey 
Y Randall 
Y Reeves 
Y Rhodes 
Y Rice 
Y Rogers, C 
Y Rogers, T 
Y Rutledge 
Y Rynders 
Y Scott 
Y Setzler 
Y Sharper 
Y Shaw 
Y Sims 
Y Smith, E 

Y Thomas, A.M. 
Y Thomas, E 
Y Trammell 
Y Turner 
    VACANT 
E Waites  
Y Watson 
Y Welch 
Y Weldon 
Y Werkheiser 
Y Wilkerson 
Y Wilkinson 
Y Willard 
Y Williams, A 
Y Williams, C 
Y Williams, E 
Y Williamson 
Y Yates 
    Ralston, Speaker 

   
 On the passage of the Bill, the ayes were 154, nays 10. 
 
 The Bill, having received the requisite constitutional majority, was passed. 
 
HB 821. By Representatives Williams of the 168th, Frazier of the 126th, Smith of the 

134th, Yates of the 73rd, Abrams of the 89th and others: 
 

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Chapter 1 of Title 43 of the Official 
Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to general provisions applicable to 
professions and businesses, so as to require professional licensing boards and 
other boards to adopt rules and regulations implementing a process by which 
military spouses and transitioning service members may qualify for 
temporary licenses, licenses by endorsement, expedited licenses, or a 
combination thereof for each profession, business, or trade for which a 
license is issued; to provide a short title; to provide for related matters; to 
repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.  
 

 The report of the Committee, which was favorable to the passage of the Bill, was 
agreed to. 
 
 On the passage of the Bill, the roll call was ordered and the vote was as follows: 
 
Y Abrams 
Y Alexander 
Y Allison 
Y Atwood 
Y Ballinger 
E Barr 
Y Battles 

Y Coomer 
Y Cooper 
Y Corbett 
Y Dawkins-Haigler 
Y Deffenbaugh 
E Dempsey 
Y Dickerson 

Y Harrell 
Y Hatchett 
Y Hawkins 
Y Henson 
Y Hightower 
Y Hitchens 
Y Holcomb 

Y Mitchell 
Y Morris 
Y Mosby 
E Nimmer 
Y Nix 
Y Oliver 
Y Pak 

Y Smith, L 
E Smith, M 
Y Smith, R 
Y Smyre 
Y Spencer 
Y Stephens, M 
Y Stephens, R 
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E Beasley-Teague 
Y Belton 
E Bennett, K 
Y Bennett, T 
Y Bentley 
Y Benton 
Y Beskin 
Y Beverly 
Y Blackmon 
Y Broadrick 
Y Brockway 
Y Bruce 
E Bryant 
Y Buckner 
Y Burns 
Y Caldwell, J 
Y Caldwell, M 
Y Cantrell 
Y Carson 
Y Carter, A 
Y Carter, D 
Y Casas 
Y Chandler 
Y Cheokas 
Y Clark, D 
Y Clark, H 
Y Clark, V 
Y Coleman 
Y Cooke 

Y Dickey 
Y Dickson 
Y Dollar 
Y Douglas 
Y Drenner 
Y Dudgeon 
Y Dukes 
Y Dunahoo 
Y Duncan 
Y Ealum 
Y Efstration 
    Ehrhart 
Y England 
Y Epps 
Y Evans 
Y Fleming 
Y Floyd 
Y Fludd 
Y Frazier 
Y Frye 
Y Gardner 
Y Gasaway 
Y Gilligan 
Y Glanton 
Y Golick 
Y Gordon 
Y Gravley 
Y Greene 
Y Harden 

Y Holmes 
Y Houston 
Y Howard 
Y Hugley 
Y Jackson 
Y Jasperse 
Y Jones, J 
Y Jones, J.B. 
Y Jones, L 
Y Jones, S 
Y Jordan 
Y Kaiser 
Y Kelley 
E Kendrick 
Y Kidd 
E Kirby 
Y Knight 
Y LaRiccia 
Y Lott 
Y Lumsden 
Y Mabra 
Y Marin 
E Martin 
Y Maxwell 
Y Mayo 
Y McCall 
Y McClain 
Y Meadows 
Y Metze 

Y Parrish 
Y Parsons 
Y Peake 
Y Petrea 
Y Pezold 
Y Pirkle 
Y Powell, A 
Y Powell, J 
Y Price 
Y Prince 
Y Pruett 
Y Quick 
Y Raffensperger 
Y Rakestraw 
Y Ramsey 
Y Randall 
Y Reeves 
Y Rhodes 
Y Rice 
Y Rogers, C 
Y Rogers, T 
Y Rutledge 
Y Rynders 
Y Scott 
Y Setzler 
Y Sharper 
Y Shaw 
Y Sims 
Y Smith, E 

    Stephenson 
Y Stovall 
Y Stover 
Y Strickland 
Y Tankersley 
Y Tanner 
Y Tarvin 
Y Taylor, D 
E Taylor, T 
Y Teasley 
Y Thomas, A.M. 
Y Thomas, E 
Y Trammell 
Y Turner 
    VACANT 
E Waites  
Y Watson 
Y Welch 
Y Weldon 
Y Werkheiser 
Y Wilkerson 
Y Wilkinson 
Y Willard 
Y Williams, A 
Y Williams, C 
Y Williams, E 
Y Williamson 
Y Yates 
    Ralston, Speaker 

   
 On the passage of the Bill, the ayes were 164, nays 0. 
 
 The Bill, having received the requisite constitutional majority, was passed. 
 
HB 219. By Representatives Jones of the 167th, Atwood of the 179th and Werkheiser 

of the 157th: 
 

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Chapter 45 of Title 31 of the Official 
Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to health and public swimming pools, so 
as to exempt certain privately owned swimming pools from inspection and 
licensing requirements; to authorize inspection requests to board of health by 
residents or owners; to provide for related matters; to repeal conflicting laws; 
and for other purposes.  
 

 The following Committee substitute was read and adopted: 
 

A BILL TO BE ENTITLED 
AN ACT 
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To amend Chapter 45 of Title 31 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to 
health and public swimming pools, so as to exempt pools that are part of a condominium 
association, townhome, or timeshare from certain regulatory requirements; to authorize 
inspection requests to the county board of health by residents or owners; to allow those 
pools which are part of a condominium association, townhome, or timeshare to be 
governed in accordance with state law rather than local ordinances; to provide for related 
matters; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.  
 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF GEORGIA:  
 

SECTION 1. 
Chapter 45 of Title 31 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to health and 
public swimming pools, is amended by revising Code Section 31-45-3, relating to 
definitions, as follows:  

"31-45-3.  
As used in this chapter, the term 'public swimming pool,' 'swimming pool,' or 'pool' 
means any structure, chamber, or tank containing an artificial body of water used by the 
open to the general public for swimming, diving, wading, recreation, or therapy, 
together with buildings, appurtenances, and equipment used in connection with the 
body of water, regardless of whether a fee is charged for its use.  The term includes 
municipal, school, hotel, or motel pools and any pool to which access is granted in 
exchange for payment of a daily fee.  This chapter shall not apply to The term shall not 
include a private pool or hot tub serving a single-family dwelling and used only by the 
residents of the dwelling and their guests.  This chapter also shall not apply to 
apartment complex pools, country club pools, subdivision pools which are open only to 
residents of the subdivision and their guests The term shall also not include pools 
serving a country club, subdivision, apartment complex, condominium association, 
townhome, or timeshare which are open only to residents or members thereof and their 
guests, therapeutic pools used in physical therapy programs operated by medical 
facilities licensed by the department or operated by a licensed physical therapist, 
therapeutic chambers drained, cleaned, and refilled after each individual use, or to 
religious ritual baths used solely for religious purposes; provided, however, that such 
term shall include such pools serving a country club, subdivision, condominium 
association, townhome, or timeshare for purposes of regulations promulgated pursuant 
to this chapter relating to minimum construction standards." 

 

SECTION 2. 
Said chapter is further amended by revising Code Section 31-45-12, relating to inspection 
of unregulated pools, as follows:  

"31-45-12.  
Notwithstanding any provision of Code Section 31-45-13 regarding the applicability of 
this chapter to the contrary, a resident, member, or owner of an apartment complex, 
country club, subdivision, condominium association, townhome, or timeshare that is not 
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subject to regulation under this chapter or local ordinance may request that the county 
board of health inspect a pool at such apartment complex common area pool located 
therein.  Upon receipt of such a request, the county board of health shall have the 
authority to inspect such pool at any reasonable time and in a reasonable manner and 
issue a report on the condition of such pool to such owner and to the requesting party, if 
other than such owner; provided, however, that such report shall be for informational 
purposes only and no fines, fees, charges, or other penalties, monetary or otherwise, 
shall be assessed with regard to the inspection or report." 

 
SECTION 3. 

Said chapter is further amended by revising Code Section 31-45-13, relating to 
applicability of the chapter, as follows:  

"31-45-13.  
(a)  The Except as provided in subsection (b) of this Code section, the provisions of this 
chapter shall not apply only in those counties where local rules and regulations 
governing public swimming pools are not were in effect on December 31, 2000.  
Nothing in this chapter shall be construed to limit the authority of a county to adopt an 
ordinance or resolution regarding public swimming pools that applies to apartment 
complex pools.  

(b)(1)  Any country club, subdivision, condominium association, townhome, or 
timeshare within a county generally exempted from this chapter under subsection (a) 
of this Code section may instead elect to be governed solely under the provisions of 
this chapter by providing written notice to the department and the county board of 
health. 
(2)  Such election shall be effective until the department and county board of health 
receive written notice of rescission from such country club, subdivision, 
condominium association, townhome, or timeshare; provided, however, that each 
such election or rescission shall be effective for not less than one year.  Upon 
rescission, the country club, subdivision, condominium association, townhome, or 
timeshare shall be governed by applicable local ordinances. 
(3)  The department shall promulgate rules and regulations necessary to administer 
and enforce this subsection in an efficient and effective manner." 

 

SECTION 4. 
All laws and parts of laws in conflict with this Act are repealed.   
 
 The report of the Committee, which was favorable to the passage of the Bill, by 
substitute, was agreed to. 
 
 On the passage of the Bill, by substitute, the roll call was ordered and the vote was as 
follows: 
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N Abrams 
Y Alexander 
    Allison 
Y Atwood 
Y Ballinger 
E Barr 
Y Battles 
E Beasley-Teague 
Y Belton 
E Bennett, K 
Y Bennett, T 
Y Bentley 
Y Benton 
Y Beskin 
Y Beverly 
Y Blackmon 
Y Broadrick 
Y Brockway 
Y Bruce 
E Bryant 
Y Buckner 
Y Burns 
Y Caldwell, J 
Y Caldwell, M 
Y Cantrell 
Y Carson 
Y Carter, A 
N Carter, D 
Y Casas 
    Chandler 
Y Cheokas 
Y Clark, D 
Y Clark, H 
Y Clark, V 
Y Coleman 
Y Cooke 

Y Coomer 
    Cooper 
Y Corbett 
Y Dawkins-Haigler 
Y Deffenbaugh 
E Dempsey 
Y Dickerson 
Y Dickey 
Y Dickson 
Y Dollar 
Y Douglas 
N Drenner 
Y Dudgeon 
Y Dukes 
Y Dunahoo 
Y Duncan 
Y Ealum 
Y Efstration 
Y Ehrhart 
Y England 
Y Epps 
Y Evans 
Y Fleming 
Y Floyd 
Y Fludd 
Y Frazier 
Y Frye 
N Gardner 
Y Gasaway 
Y Gilligan 
Y Glanton 
Y Golick 
Y Gordon 
Y Gravley 
Y Greene 
Y Harden 

Y Harrell 
Y Hatchett 
Y Hawkins 
Y Henson 
Y Hightower 
Y Hitchens 
Y Holcomb 
Y Holmes 
Y Houston 
Y Howard 
Y Hugley 
Y Jackson 
Y Jasperse 
Y Jones, J 
Y Jones, J.B. 
Y Jones, L 
Y Jones, S 
Y Jordan 
N Kaiser 
Y Kelley 
E Kendrick 
Y Kidd 
E Kirby 
Y Knight 
Y LaRiccia 
Y Lott 
Y Lumsden 
Y Mabra 
Y Marin 
E Martin 
Y Maxwell 
Y Mayo 
Y McCall 
Y McClain 
Y Meadows 
    Metze 

Y Mitchell 
Y Morris 
Y Mosby 
E Nimmer 
Y Nix 
N Oliver 
Y Pak 
Y Parrish 
Y Parsons 
Y Peake 
Y Petrea 
Y Pezold 
Y Pirkle 
Y Powell, A 
Y Powell, J 
Y Price 
Y Prince 
Y Pruett 
Y Quick 
Y Raffensperger 
Y Rakestraw 
Y Ramsey 
Y Randall 
Y Reeves 
Y Rhodes 
Y Rice 
Y Rogers, C 
Y Rogers, T 
Y Rutledge 
Y Rynders 
Y Scott 
Y Setzler 
Y Sharper 
Y Shaw 
Y Sims 
Y Smith, E 

Y Smith, L 
E Smith, M 
Y Smith, R 
Y Smyre 
Y Spencer 
Y Stephens, M 
Y Stephens, R 
    Stephenson 
Y Stovall 
Y Stover 
Y Strickland 
Y Tankersley 
Y Tanner 
Y Tarvin 
Y Taylor, D 
E Taylor, T 
Y Teasley 
Y Thomas, A.M. 
Y Thomas, E 
N Trammell 
Y Turner 
    VACANT 
E Waites  
Y Watson 
N Welch 
Y Weldon 
Y Werkheiser 
Y Wilkerson 
Y Wilkinson 
Y Willard 
Y Williams, A 
Y Williams, C 
Y Williams, E 
    Williamson 
Y Yates 
    Ralston, Speaker 

   
 On the passage of the Bill, by substitute, the ayes were 152, nays 8. 
 
 The Bill, having received the requisite constitutional majority, was passed, by 
substitute. 
 
HB 769. By Representatives Hawkins of the 27th, Rogers of the 29th, Houston of the 

170th, Dunahoo of the 30th, Jones of the 167th and others: 
 

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Part 7 of Article 10 of Chapter 5 of 
Title 48 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to watercraft 
held in inventory, so as to make permanent an exemption from ad valorem 
taxation for certain watercraft held in inventory for sale or resale; to provide 
for related matters; to provide for an effective date and applicability; to 
repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.  
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 The report of the Committee, which was favorable to the passage of the Bill, was 
agreed to. 
 
 On the passage of the Bill, the roll call was ordered and the vote was as follows: 
 
Y Abrams 
Y Alexander 
Y Allison 
Y Atwood 
Y Ballinger 
E Barr 
Y Battles 
E Beasley-Teague 
Y Belton 
E Bennett, K 
Y Bennett, T 
Y Bentley 
Y Benton 
Y Beskin 
Y Beverly 
Y Blackmon 
Y Broadrick 
Y Brockway 
Y Bruce 
E Bryant 
Y Buckner 
Y Burns 
Y Caldwell, J 
Y Caldwell, M 
Y Cantrell 
    Carson 
Y Carter, A 
Y Carter, D 
Y Casas 
Y Chandler 
Y Cheokas 
Y Clark, D 
Y Clark, H 
Y Clark, V 
Y Coleman 
    Cooke 

Y Coomer 
Y Cooper 
Y Corbett 
Y Dawkins-Haigler 
Y Deffenbaugh 
E Dempsey 
Y Dickerson 
Y Dickey 
Y Dickson 
Y Dollar 
Y Douglas 
Y Drenner 
Y Dudgeon 
Y Dukes 
Y Dunahoo 
Y Duncan 
Y Ealum 
Y Efstration 
Y Ehrhart 
Y England 
Y Epps 
Y Evans 
Y Fleming 
Y Floyd 
Y Fludd 
Y Frazier 
Y Frye 
Y Gardner 
Y Gasaway 
Y Gilligan 
Y Glanton 
Y Golick 
Y Gordon 
Y Gravley 
Y Greene 
Y Harden 

Y Harrell 
Y Hatchett 
Y Hawkins 
Y Henson 
Y Hightower 
Y Hitchens 
Y Holcomb 
Y Holmes 
Y Houston 
Y Howard 
Y Hugley 
Y Jackson 
Y Jasperse 
Y Jones, J 
Y Jones, J.B. 
Y Jones, L 
Y Jones, S 
Y Jordan 
Y Kaiser 
Y Kelley 
E Kendrick 
Y Kidd 
E Kirby 
Y Knight 
Y LaRiccia 
Y Lott 
Y Lumsden 
Y Mabra 
Y Marin 
E Martin 
Y Maxwell 
Y Mayo 
Y McCall 
Y McClain 
Y Meadows 
Y Metze 

Y Mitchell 
Y Morris 
Y Mosby 
E Nimmer 
Y Nix 
    Oliver 
Y Pak 
Y Parrish 
Y Parsons 
Y Peake 
Y Petrea 
Y Pezold 
Y Pirkle 
Y Powell, A 
Y Powell, J 
Y Price 
Y Prince 
Y Pruett 
Y Quick 
Y Raffensperger 
Y Rakestraw 
Y Ramsey 
Y Randall 
Y Reeves 
Y Rhodes 
Y Rice 
Y Rogers, C 
Y Rogers, T 
Y Rutledge 
Y Rynders 
Y Scott 
Y Setzler 
Y Sharper 
Y Shaw 
Y Sims 
Y Smith, E 

Y Smith, L 
E Smith, M 
Y Smith, R 
Y Smyre 
Y Spencer 
Y Stephens, M 
Y Stephens, R 
    Stephenson 
Y Stovall 
Y Stover 
Y Strickland 
Y Tankersley 
Y Tanner 
Y Tarvin 
Y Taylor, D 
E Taylor, T 
Y Teasley 
Y Thomas, A.M. 
Y Thomas, E 
Y Trammell 
Y Turner 
    VACANT 
E Waites  
Y Watson 
Y Welch 
Y Weldon 
Y Werkheiser 
Y Wilkerson 
Y Wilkinson 
Y Willard 
Y Williams, A 
Y Williams, C 
Y Williams, E 
    Williamson 
Y Yates 
    Ralston, Speaker 

   
 On the passage of the Bill, the ayes were 161, nays 0. 
 
 The Bill, having received the requisite constitutional majority, was passed. 
 
 The following report of the Committee on Rules was read and adopted: 
 

HOUSE SUPPLEMENTAL RULES CALENDAR 
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 11, 2016 
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Mr. Speaker and Members of the House: 
 
 The Committee on Rules has fixed the calendar for this 20th Legislative Day as 
enumerated below: 
 

DEBATE CALENDAR 
 

Structured Rule 
 
HB 757 Domestic relations; religious officials shall not be required to perform 

marriage ceremonies in violation of their legal right; provide 
(Substitute)(Judy-Tanner-9th) 

  
 Bills and Resolutions on this calendar may be called in any order the Speaker 
desires. 
 
       Respectfully submitted, 
            /s/ Meadows of the 5th 
       Chairman 
 
 Under the general order of business, established by the Committee on Rules, the 
following Bill of the House was taken up for consideration and read the third time: 
 
HB 757. By Representatives Tanner of the 9th, Nix of the 69th, Battles of the 15th, 

Powell of the 171st, Hatchett of the 150th and others: 
 

A BILL to be entitled an Act to protect religious freedoms; to amend Chapter 
3 of Title 19 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to marriage 
generally, so as to provide that religious officials shall not be required to 
perform marriage ceremonies in violation of their legal right to free exercise 
of religion; to amend Chapter 1 of Title 10 of the Official Code of Georgia 
Annotated, relating to selling and other trade practices, so as to change 
certain provisions relating to days of rest for employees of business and 
industry; to protect property owners which are religious institutions against 
infringement of religious freedom; to define a term; to provide an effective 
date; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes. 
 

 The following Committee substitute was read and adopted: 
 

A BILL TO BE ENTITLED 
AN ACT 
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To protect religious freedoms; to amend Chapter 3 of Title 19 of the Official Code of 
Georgia Annotated, relating to marriage generally, so as to provide that religious officials 
shall not be required to perform marriage ceremonies, perform rites, or administer 
sacraments in violation of their legal right to free exercise of religion; to amend Chapter 1 
of Title 10 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to selling and other trade 
practices, so as to change certain provisions relating to days of rest for employees of 
business and industry; to protect property owners which are religious organizations 
against infringement of religious freedom; to define a term; to provide for related matters; 
to provide an effective date; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.  
 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF GEORGIA:  
 

SECTION 1. 
Chapter 3 of Title 19 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to marriage 
generally, is amended by adding a new Code section to read as follows:  

"19-3-11. 
(a)  No minister of the gospel or cleric or religious practitioner ordained or authorized 
to solemnize marriages, perform rites, or administer sacraments according to the usages 
of the denomination, when acting in his or her official religious capacity, shall be 
required to solemnize any marriage, perform any rite, or administer any sacrament in 
violation of his or her right to free exercise of religion under the Constitution of this 
state or of the United States. 
(b) A refusal by an ordained or authorized person pursuant to subsection (a) of this 
Code section shall not give rise to a civil claim or cause of action against such person or 
result in any state action to penalize, withhold benefits from, or discriminate against 
such person based on such refusal." 

 
SECTION 2. 

Chapter 1 of Title 10 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to selling and 
other trade practices, is amended by revising Code Section 10-1-573, relating to day of 
rest for employees of business and industry, as follows:  

"10-1-573.  
(a)  Any business or industry which operates on either of the two rest days (Saturday or 
Sunday) and employs those whose habitual day of worship has been chosen by the 
employer as a day of work shall make all reasonable accommodations to the religious, 
social, and physical needs of such employees so that those employees may enjoy the 
same benefits as employees in other occupations.  
(b)  No business or industry shall be required by ordinance or resolution of any county, 
municipality, or consolidated government to operate on either of the two rest days 
(Saturday or Sunday)." 

 
SECTION 3. 

Said chapter is further amended by adding a new article to read as follows:  
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"ARTICLE 35 
 

10-1-1000. 
(a)  As used in this Code section, the term 'religious organization' means a church, a 
religious school, an association or convention of churches, a convention mission 
agency, or an integrated auxiliary of a church or convention or association of churches, 
when such entity is qualified as an exempt religious organization under Section 
501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended. 
(b)  No religious organization shall be required to rent, lease, or otherwise grant 
permission for property to be used by another person for an event which is 
objectionable to such religious organization. 
(c)  A refusal by a religious organization pursuant to subsection (b) of this Code section 
shall not give rise to a civil claim or cause of action against such religious organization 
or an employee thereof or result in any state action to penalize, withhold benefits from, 
or discriminate against the religious organization or employee based on such refusal." 

 
SECTION 4. 

This Act shall become effective upon its approval by the Governor or upon its becoming 
law without such approval.  
 

SECTION 5. 
All laws and parts of laws in conflict with this Act are repealed.   
 
 The report of the Committee, which was favorable to the passage of the Bill, by 
substitute, was agreed to. 
 
 On the passage of the Bill, by substitute, the roll call was ordered and the vote was as 
follows: 
 
Y Abrams 
Y Alexander 
    Allison 
Y Atwood 
Y Ballinger 
E Barr 
Y Battles 
E Beasley-Teague 
Y Belton 
E Bennett, K 
Y Bennett, T 
Y Bentley 
Y Benton 
Y Beskin 
Y Beverly 
Y Blackmon 
Y Broadrick 
Y Brockway 

Y Coomer 
Y Cooper 
Y Corbett 
Y Dawkins-Haigler 
Y Deffenbaugh 
Y Dempsey 
Y Dickerson 
Y Dickey 
Y Dickson 
Y Dollar 
Y Douglas 
Y Drenner 
Y Dudgeon 
Y Dukes 
Y Dunahoo 
Y Duncan 
Y Ealum 
Y Efstration 

Y Harrell 
Y Hatchett 
Y Hawkins 
Y Henson 
Y Hightower 
Y Hitchens 
Y Holcomb 
Y Holmes 
Y Houston 
Y Howard 
Y Hugley 
Y Jackson 
Y Jasperse 
Y Jones, J 
Y Jones, J.B. 
Y Jones, L 
Y Jones, S 
Y Jordan 

Y Mitchell 
Y Morris 
Y Mosby 
E Nimmer 
Y Nix 
Y Oliver 
Y Pak 
Y Parrish 
Y Parsons 
Y Peake 
Y Petrea 
Y Pezold 
Y Pirkle 
Y Powell, A 
Y Powell, J 
Y Price 
Y Prince 
Y Pruett 

Y Smith, L 
E Smith, M 
Y Smith, R 
Y Smyre 
Y Spencer 
    Stephens, M 
Y Stephens, R 
Y Stephenson 
Y Stovall 
    Stover 
Y Strickland 
Y Tankersley 
Y Tanner 
Y Tarvin 
Y Taylor, D 
E Taylor, T 
Y Teasley 
Y Thomas, A.M. 
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    Bruce 
E Bryant 
Y Buckner 
Y Burns 
Y Caldwell, J 
Y Caldwell, M 
Y Cantrell 
Y Carson 
Y Carter, A 
Y Carter, D 
Y Casas 
Y Chandler 
Y Cheokas 
Y Clark, D 
Y Clark, H 
Y Clark, V 
Y Coleman 
    Cooke 

Y Ehrhart 
Y England 
Y Epps 
Y Evans 
Y Fleming 
Y Floyd 
Y Fludd 
Y Frazier 
Y Frye 
Y Gardner 
Y Gasaway 
Y Gilligan 
Y Glanton 
Y Golick 
Y Gordon 
Y Gravley 
Y Greene 
Y Harden 

Y Kaiser 
Y Kelley 
E Kendrick 
Y Kidd 
E Kirby 
Y Knight 
Y LaRiccia 
Y Lott 
Y Lumsden 
Y Mabra 
Y Marin 
Y Martin 
Y Maxwell 
    Mayo 
Y McCall 
Y McClain 
Y Meadows 
Y Metze 

Y Quick 
Y Raffensperger 
Y Rakestraw 
Y Ramsey 
Y Randall 
Y Reeves 
Y Rhodes 
Y Rice 
Y Rogers, C 
Y Rogers, T 
Y Rutledge 
Y Rynders 
Y Scott 
Y Setzler 
Y Sharper 
Y Shaw 
Y Sims 
Y Smith, E 

Y Thomas, E 
Y Trammell 
Y Turner 
    VACANT 
E Waites  
Y Watson 
Y Welch 
Y Weldon 
Y Werkheiser 
Y Wilkerson 
Y Wilkinson 
Y Willard 
Y Williams, A 
Y Williams, C 
    Williams, E 
Y Williamson 
Y Yates 
    Ralston, Speaker 

   
 On the passage of the Bill, by substitute, the ayes were 161, nays 0. 
 
 The Bill, having received the requisite constitutional majority, was passed, by 
substitute. 
 
 The following Resolutions of the House were read and adopted: 
 
HR 1346. By Representatives Marin of the 96th, Clark of the 101st, Mitchell of the 

88th and Coomer of the 14th: 
 

A RESOLUTION recognizing the National Minority Trucking Association; 
and for other purposes.  
 

HR 1347. By Representatives Cantrell of the 22nd, Teasley of the 37th, Caldwell of the 
20th, Turner of the 21st, Carson of the 46th and others: 

 
A RESOLUTION recognizing and commending Mr. Jeremy Law as 
Cherokee County School District's Teacher of the Year; and for other 
purposes.  
 

HR 1348. By Representatives Bennett of the 94th, Randall of the 142nd, Hugley of the 
136th and Kendrick of the 93rd: 

 
A RESOLUTION recognizing February 15, 2016, as Alpha Kappa Alpha 
Sorority, Inc., Day at the state capitol; and for other purposes.  
 

HR 1349. By Representatives Cheokas of the 138th, Coomer of the 14th, Burns of the 
159th, Meadows of the 5th, Carter of the 175th and others: 
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A RESOLUTION recognizing February 18, 2016, as the 4th Annual 
Legislative Fly-In at the state capitol and commending the Georgia Airports 
Association and its leadership Jim Galloway, Blake Swafford, Jason Pinnix, 
Kevin Britton, Mike Mathews, and Mario Evans; and for other purposes.  
 

HR 1350. By Representatives Rogers of the 29th, Hawkins of the 27th, Dunahoo of the 
30th and Barr of the 103rd: 

 
A RESOLUTION honoring the 30th anniversary of the Ivey-Watson baseball 
field in Gainesville, Georgia; and for other purposes.  
 

HR 1351. By Representatives Dukes of the 154th, Beverly of the 143rd and Randall of 
the 142nd: 

 
A RESOLUTION recognizing Mrs. Annie Mae Leonard Mitcham and 
congratulating her on the grand occasion of her 90th birthday; and for other 
purposes.  
 

HR 1352. By Representatives Rogers of the 29th, Williams of the 119th, Smyre of the 
135th, Gasaway of the 28th, Mabra of the 63rd and others: 

 
A RESOLUTION recognizing and commending Justin Walters; and for other 
purposes.  
 

HR 1353. By Representatives Rogers of the 10th, Ralston of the 7th, McClain of the 
100th, Martin of the 49th, England of the 116th and others: 

 
A RESOLUTION recognizing and commending Mr. Scott Woerner upon his 
induction into the College Football Hall of Fame; and for other purposes.  
 

HR 1354. By Representatives Gravley of the 67th, Powell of the 32nd, Hitchens of the 
161st, Hightower of the 68th, Atwood of the 179th and others: 

 
A RESOLUTION commending E-911 directors and personnel and 
recognizing February 25, 2016, as E-911 Appreciation Day at the state 
capitol; and for other purposes.  
 

HR 1355. By Representatives Benton of the 31st and Quick of the 117th: 
 

A RESOLUTION recognizing Mr. Adam Shirley as Commerce Middle 
School's Teacher of the Year and Commerce City School System's Teacher 
of the Year; and for other purposes.  
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HR 1356. By Representatives Benton of the 31st and Quick of the 117th: 
 

A RESOLUTION commending Ms. Julia Ann Gamble, Commerce High 
School's 2016 STAR Teacher; and for other purposes.  
 

HR 1357. By Representatives LaRiccia of the 169th, Pirkle of the 155th, Corbett of the 
174th, Carter of the 175th, Shaw of the 176th and others: 

 
A RESOLUTION recognizing and commending Ms. JoAnne Lewis on the 
occasion of her retirement; and for other purposes.  
 

HR 1358. By Representatives Benton of the 31st and Quick of the 117th: 
 

A RESOLUTION commending Ashley Harold, Commerce High School's 
2016 STAR Student; and for other purposes.  
 

HR 1359. By Representatives Watson of the 172nd, Powell of the 171st, Houston of the 
170th, Rynders of the 152nd, Carter of the 175th and others: 

 
A RESOLUTION commending the Colquitt County Packers football team 
for winning the 2015 Class AAAAAA State Championship and National 
Rankings; and for other purposes.  
 

HR 1360. By Representatives Sharper of the 177th, Cooper of the 43rd, Parrish of the 
158th, Hawkins of the 27th, Randall of the 142nd and others: 

 
A RESOLUTION recognizing February 22, 2016, as Emergency Medical 
Services Recognition Day at the state capitol and commending the 
emergency medical services professionals of Georgia; and for other purposes.  
 

HR 1361. By Representatives Mabra of the 63rd and Sims of the 123rd: 
 

A RESOLUTION honoring the life and memory of Deacon Robert 
Henderson; and for other purposes.  
 

The following communications were received: 
 

Office of Legislative Counsel 
General Assembly of Georgia 

 
8 February 2016 
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Honorable Brian P. Kemp 
Secretary of State 
214 State Capitol 
Atlanta, GA  30334 
 
Dear Secretary of State Kemp: 
 
Enclosed is a certificate from the Lieutenant Governor and the Speaker of the House of 
Representatives certifying that Honorable Robert L. Brown, Jr., was reelected as the 
member of the State Transportation Board from the 4th Congressional District.  He will 
serve for a term expiring April 15, 2021.  This certificate is furnished to you pursuant to 
the provisions of O.C.G.A. Section 32-2-20. 
 
With all good wishes, I am 
 
 Respectfully, 
 
/s/ Wayne R. Allen 
 Legislative Counsel 
 
WRA:dd 
Enclosures 
 
cc:  Honorable Nathan Deal 
  Honorable Casey Cagle 
  Honorable David Ralston 
  Honorable Gloria Butler 
  Honorable Pam Stephenson 
  Honorable Robert L. Brown, Jr. 
  Honorable Russell McMurry 
  Mr. David Cook 
  Mr. Bill Reilly 
 

The General Assembly 
Atlanta, Georgia  30334 

 
TO:  HONORABLE BRIAN KEMP 
   SECRETARY OF STATE 
 
   This is to certify that Honorable Robert L. Brown, Jr., has been reelected, 
pursuant to the provisions of O.C.G.A. Section 32-2-20, as the member of the State 
Transportation Board from the 4th Congressional District for a term expiring April 15, 
2021. 
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  /s/ Casey Cagle 
   HONORABLE CASEY CAGLE 
   LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR 
 
  /s/ David Ralston 
   HONORABLE DAVID RALSTON 
   SPEAKER, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
 

The General Assembly 
State Capitol 

Atlanta 
 

CERTIFICATION OF CAUCUS ELECTION 
 

  Pursuant to the call for a caucus under the provisions of O.C.G.A. Section 
32-2-20, a caucus was held on February 3, 2016 in the Senate Chamber of the State 
Capitol Building.  At that caucus, Honorable Robert L. Brown, Jr., was reelected as the 
member of the State Transportation Board from the 4th Congressional District to serve a 
term expiring April 15, 2021. 
 
    Respectfully submitted, 
 
   /s/ Gloria Butler 
    Honorable Gloria Butler 
    Senator, District 55 
    CHAIRMAN 
 
   /s/ Pam Stephenson 
    Honorable Pam Stephenson 
    Representative, District 90 
    SECRETARY 
 

Office of Legislative Counsel 
General Assembly of Georgia 

 
8 February 2016 
 
Honorable Brian P. Kemp 
Secretary of State 
214 State Capitol 
Atlanta, GA  30334 
 
Dear Secretary of State Kemp: 
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Enclosed is a certificate from the Lieutenant Governor and the Speaker of the House of 
Representatives certifying that Honorable Jeff Lewis was reelected as the member of the 
State Transportation Board from the 11th Congressional District.  He will serve for a 
term expiring April 15, 2021.  This certificate is furnished to you pursuant to the 
provisions of O.C.G.A. Section 32-2-20. 
 
With all good wishes, I am 
 
 Respectfully, 
 
/s/ Wayne R. Allen 
 Legislative Counsel 
 
WRA:dd 
Enclosures 
 
cc:  Honorable Nathan Deal 
  Honorable Casey Cagle 
  Honorable David Ralston 
  Honorable Paul Battles 
  Honorable Stacy Evans 
  Honorable Jeff Lewis 
  Honorable Russell McMurry 
  Mr. David Cook 
  Mr. Bill Reilly 
 

The General Assembly 
Atlanta, Georgia  30334 

 
TO:  HONORABLE BRIAN KEMP 
   SECRETARY OF STATE 
 
   This is to certify that Honorable Jeff Lewis has been reelected, pursuant to 
the provisions of O.C.G.A. Section 32-2-20, as the member of the State Transportation 
Board from the 11th Congressional District for a term expiring April 15, 2021. 
 
  /s/ Casey Cagle 
   HONORABLE CASEY CAGLE 
   LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR 
 
  /s/ David Ralston 
   HONORABLE DAVID RALSTON 
   SPEAKER, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
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The General Assembly 
State Capitol 

Atlanta 
 

CERTIFICATION OF CAUCUS ELECTION 
 

  Pursuant to the call for a caucus under the provisions of O.C.G.A. Section 
32-2-20, a caucus was held on February 3, 2016 in the Senate Chamber of the State 
Capitol Building.  At that caucus, Honorable Jeff Lewis was reelected as the member of 
the State Transportation Board from the 11th Congressional District to serve a term 
expiring April 15, 2021. 
 
    Respectfully submitted, 
 
   /s/ Paul Battles 
    Honorable Paul Battles 
    Representative, District 15 
    CHAIRMAN 
 
   /s/ Stacey Evans 
    Honorable Stacey Evans 
    Representative, District 42 
    SECRETARY 
 

Representative Burns of the 159th moved that the House stand in recess until 4:00 
o'clock, P.M., at which time the House will stand adjourned until 10:00 o'clock, A.M. 
Tuesday, February 16, 2016. 

 
The Speaker announced the House in recess until 4:00 o'clock, P.M., at which time the 

House will stand adjourned, pursuant to the adjournment Resolution previously adopted 
by the House and Senate, until 10:00 o'clock, A.M. Tuesday, February 16, 2016. 

 


