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HB 1  Haleigh's Hope Act; enact  
By:  Rep. Allen Peake (141st)    Through the Judiciary Non-Civil Committee  

Final Bill Summary:   HB 1 redefines what constitutes marijuana. Although the meaning of "marijuana" stays 
the same, the bill adds substantially to the substances that do not constitute marijuana. First, the bill provides 
that the term "marijuana" does not include marijuana stalks with no leaves, fibers produced from stalks, oil, or 
cake including cannabinol or cannabidol. Second, the bill provides that the term "marijuana" does not include 
derivatives, products, samples and oils of industrial hemp as defined by federal law. Finally, this section states 
that the term "marijuana" does not include extracted cannabinol or cannabidol provided that such oil: is 
prescribed to persons diagnosed with one of several conditions or is involved with the clinical research trials 
approved by the Board of Regents at the University of Georgia; the cannabidol must not contain an amount of 
Tetrahydrocannabinols (THC) that exceeds five percent of the total contents of such oil; and contains an amount 
of cannabidol not less than one part of the total amount of THC. If the person is 18 years or younger, the THC 
content in the oil cannot exceed three percent. 
 
The bill creates the Georgia Commission on Medical Cannabis Regulation (the "commission") for the purpose 
of studying effective means to legalize and regulate medical cannabis. The commission is responsible for 
establishing plans to create a program that oversees all aspects (licensing, distribution, security, etc.) of the 
medical cannabis industry. The commission is made up of 17 members and includes the following permanent 
members: the commissioner of public health; the director of the Georgia Bureau of Investigation, the director of 
the Georgia Drugs and Narcotics Agency; the commissioner of agriculture; the chairperson of the Georgia 
Composite Medical Board; and the Governor's executive counsel. The remaining members shall be appointed by 
the Governor on or before July 1, 2015: two members of the Senate; two members of the House; certified 
hematologist-oncologist; certified neurologist; certified gastroenterologist; certified pharmacist; a prosecuting 
attorney; a sheriff; and a police chief. A chairperson of the commission is designated by the governor, and other 
officers may be elected by the commission. The chairperson has the power to appoint committees and other 
persons to perform functions he or she deems necessary. The chairperson does not vote unless it is to break a 
tie. 
 
The commission is attached for administrative purposes to the Department of Public Health, and that office may 
use any funds specifically appropriated to it to support the commission. 
 
The commission meets at the call of the chairperson. The commission must establish recommendations 
regarding the regulation of medical cannabis. The commission must also submit a report by December 31, 2015 
to the governor's executive counsel, the Office of Planning and Budget, the General Assembly's Appropriations, 
Health and Human Services, and Judiciary Non-civil Committees. The report will outline issues with regulation 
and any proposed legislation the commission deems necessary. The committee must also evaluate and consider 
medical cannabis legislation in other states. 
 
The commission has the power to: evaluate how state laws affecting medical cannabis should operate; request 
and review data from state agencies; accept grants; enter into contracts through chairperson; establish rules for 
conducting business of the commission; conduct studies; hold public meetings; collect data; retain the services 
of appropriate professionals; and any other action necessary to fulfill its responsibilities. The commission is 
repealed June 30, 2016. 
 
Finally, the bill creates a Medical Cannabis Patient Registry within the Department of Public Health. The 
registry will provide a card to an adult patient or a minor patient's parent who is being treated with legal 
cannabinol as provided for in the bill. The department is tasked with establishing rules and regulations for 
dispensing the cards. All records received by the department under this bill are confidential, but may be 
disclosed upon request of a registered person.  
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HB 17  Hidden Predator Act; enact  
By:  Rep. Jason Spencer (180th)    Through the Judiciary Committee  

Final Bill Summary:   HB 17, the 'Hidden Predator Act,' extends the statute of limitations for civil actions for 
childhood sexual abuse under certain circumstances.  
 
Currently, an action for childhood sexual abuse must be filed before the plaintiff's 23rd birthday. As to 
childhood sexual abuse committed on or after July 1, 2015, HB 17 allows for an action to be brought against an 
individual alleged to have perpetrated such abuse either: by the plaintiff's 23rd birthday; or within two years 
from the date the plaintiff knew or had reason to know of such abuse and that such abuse resulted in injury to 
the plaintiff, as established by competent medical or psychological evidence. If an action is filed under the 
second option above, the judge must determine within six months of the filing of the case when the plaintiff 
knew or had reason to know of the alleged childhood sexual abuse.  
 
If an action is filed before the plaintiff attains the age of 23 and the alleged perpetrator of the childhood sexual 
abuse was a volunteer or employee of an entity that owed a duty of care to the plaintiff or if the alleged 
perpetrator and the plaintiff were engaged in some activity over which the entity had control, the entity may 
only be found liable for damages to the plaintiff if the entity is found to be negligent by a preponderance of the 
evidence.  
 
If an action is filed after the plaintiff attains the age of 23 pursuant to the discovery rule and the alleged 
perpetrator of the childhood sexual abuse was a volunteer or employee of an entity that owed a duty of care to 
the plaintiff or if the alleged perpetrator and the plaintiff were engaged in some activity over which the entity 
had control, the entity may only be found liable for damages to the plaintiff if the entity is found to be grossly 
negligent by a preponderance of the evidence (that the entity knew or should have known of the alleged conduct 
giving rise to the civil action and failed to take remedial action).  
 
The bill provides a two-year retroactive window to allow revival of civil cases that have been time-barred by 
Georgia's current five-year statute of limitations for child sexual abuse cases. Such actions may only be filed 
against the individual alleged to have committed the abuse; no claim may be brought under the revival window 
against an entity. A revival action may not be brought if any claim has already been litigated to finality on its 
merits or if a written settlement agreement has been entered into between the plaintiff and defendant.  
 
The bill also allows access for victims of child abuse or their guardians to investigation files after criminal cases 
have been closed.    

     
  

HB 57  Electricity; financing of solar technology by retail customers for generation of electric energy to 
be used on and by property owned or occupied by such customers or to be fed back to the electric 
service provider; provide  
By:  Rep. Mike Dudgeon (25th)    Through the Energy, Utilities & Telecommunications Committee  

Final Bill Summary:   The 'Georgia Territorial Electric Services Act', enacted in 1973, assigned most geographic 
areas in Georgia to one electric supplier, within which the assigned electric supplier has the exclusive right to 
extend and continue furnishing service to new premises, with limited exceptions. The 'Georgia Cogeneration 
and Distributed Generation Act of 2001' authorizes a customer generator to sell excess electricity to an electric 
service provider without being subject to most regulations of the Public Service Commission. This bill allows 
solar technology, at or below a defined capacity limit, to be financed by a retail electric customer through a 
solar financing agent, utilizing a solar energy procurement agreement so long as proper notice is given to the 
electric service provider serving the premises, and the solar technology and installation complies with all 
applicable local government ordinances and permitting requirements. 
 
The bill limits the size to be what is actually reasonably needed on the customer's property so that one does not 
"oversize" on purpose. The bill is intended to generate power primarily for local use. Authorization is only 
relevant for systems on the grid while larger installations may have more requirements, but must only be for 
safety, power quality, and system reliability. Power companies can be solar finance agents so long as there is 
not encroachment on "normal" Territorial Act restrictions.    

     
  

HB 71  Pardons and paroles; provide input and transparency relative to granting a parole or 
commutation of a death sentence to a life sentence; provisions  
By:  Rep. Kevin Tanner (9th)    Through the Judiciary Non-Civil Committee  

Final Bill Summary:   HB 71 imposes several requirements on the State Board of Pardons and Paroles. The bill 
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changes procedures for notifying a victim of an impending parole, pardon, release of an inmate, or request to 
commute a death sentence. Moreover, the bill defines what constitutes a serious offense regarding providing 
clemency for an individual. The bill also allows information regarding a person who has previously been 
paroled but whose civil rights have been restored to be released publicly. Next, the bill requires that a written 
decision granting a pardon or commuting a death sentence contain certain additional information. The bill also 
requires that the Board, when considering any case within its power, to consider certain additional information 
about the person in question. Finally, it requires the Board to release certain information upon request and adds 
to the list of information required to be disclosed.    

     
  

HB 72  Crimes and offenses; protection of disabled adults and elder persons; expand and clarify  
By:  Rep. Wendell Willard (51st)    Through the Judiciary Non-Civil Committee  

Final Bill Summary:   HB 72 adds the definition for "mentally or physically incapacitated" as an impairment 
that substantially affects an individual's ability to provide for their own: personal protection, necessities (food, 
shelter, clothing, medical, or other health care), completion of daily activities, or management of their own 
resources. 
 
This bill also precludes a private cause of action against an owner, agent, or employee of a long-term care 
facility but will not limit the criminal or civil remedies available to the state.  
 
Venue changed to provide that any violation will be considered to have been committed in any county where the 
violation occurred and any county where the victim resides.  
 
The bill also adds a violation of Article 8 of Chapter 5 of Title 16, relating to protection of elder persons, to the 
list of offenses that constitute racketeering activity. 
 
When the alleged victim is 65 years of age or older ("elder person") or is 18 or older and is mentally or 
physically incapacitated, has Alzheimer's, or has dementia ("disabled person"), the prosecuting attorney may 
seek preferred scheduling, but must notify the accused, in writing, if he or she intends to do so. Such notice 
must allege the factors which would prohibit the disabled adult from attending court proceedings, or state the 
age of the alleged victim if the victim is an "elderly person." After notice has been given, a hearing on the 
request must be conducted within 14 days. If the court determines that preferred scheduling is needed, the trial 
must be no earlier than 30 days from the hearing date and is not required to be called on the criminal docket.  
 
This bill defines "investment company" to mean an individual, business entity, or any organized group of 
persons that is engaged or proposes to engage in: the business of effecting securities transactions; the business 
of issuing securities or has been so engaged and has any outstanding certificates; the business of advising others 
as to the value of securities, the advisability of investing in, purchasing, or selling securities or that, for 
compensation, issues or promulgates analysis or reports concerning securities. This bill requires employees of 
these "investment companies" who have reasonable cause to believe that a "disabled adult" or "elder person" 
has been exploited to report such exploitation to an adult protection agency and to an appropriate law 
enforcement agency or prosecuting attorney.  
 
Those employees acting as a fiduciary are exempt from this obligation, but only for such assets that the 
employee is holding/managing in a fiduciary capacity.  
 
When a report that a disabled adult or elder person is in need of protective services or has been abused, 
neglected, or exploited is made to an adult protection agency, the agency must immediately make a reasonable 
determination as to whether the incident alleges actions that constitute a crime and include that information in 
the report. If a crime is suspected, the agency must immediately forward a report to an appropriate law 
enforcement agency. The agency must also report any evidence of a crime that it discovers during its 
investigation. When a report is originally made to a law enforcement agency, the agency must forward the 
report to the director or his designee within 24 hours of receipt.  
 
For the purposes of these reporting requirements, "disabled person" means a person, 18 or older, who is not a 
resident of a long-term care facility, but who is mentally/physically incapacitated or who has Alzheimer's or 
dementia. An "elder person" means a person, 65 or older, who is not a resident of a long-term care facility. If a 
person is a resident of a long-term care facility, the report must be made in accordance with Article 4 of Chapter 
8 of Title 31.  
 
If a person is convicted of the felony offense of running an unlicensed personal care home in conjunction with 
abuse, neglect, or exploitation that conviction will constitute a "crime" which will preclude an owner from 
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obtaining a license to operate a facility.  
 
This bill also changes the provisions regarding applications for and executions of inspection warrants. The 
commissioner of The Department of Community Health, his/her designee, or any person authorized to make 
inspections for the commissioner must make an application to a judicial officer. The warrant may only be issued 
upon cause and when supported by an affidavit that describes the place to be inspected, the purpose of the 
inspection, and a statement that either consent has been sought and refused or describes why consent was not 
sought. Cause sufficient to justify an inspection warrant can be based on: reasonable legislative or 
administrative standards for conducting an inspection are satisfied with respect to a particular establishment; or 
reasonable belief that nonconformity exists.  
 
An inspection warrant will only be effective for the time specified on the search warrant, but not for more than 
14 days unless the judicial officer who issued the warrant extends the warrant upon satisfaction the extension is 
in public interest. Unless executed before this time period, the inspection warrant will be void.  
 
The warrant may be executed at any time deemed appropriate by the person executing it, but whenever possible 
made during business hours. The person executing the warrant cannot enter forcibly unless it can be shown that: 
there is a reasonable suspicion that a violation, if it existed, would be an immediate threat to health or safety; or 
previous attempts to serve it were unsuccessful.  
 
An inspection warrant may be executed without notice to the owner when prior consent has been sought and 
refused and an "investigation warrant" has been issued. 
 
An owner, operator, or employee of a place being inspected pursuant to an inspection warrant will be guilty of a 
misdemeanor if they refuse to allow such inspection.  
 
The bill removes language in current law that precludes the use of facts or evidence discovered through the 
execution of an inspection warrant as evidence in any criminal proceeding against any party.  
 
This bill clarifies that emergency care will include the rescue of an incapacitated or endangered individual from 
a locked motor vehicle. The bill also clarifies that a person providing emergency care in these situations will 
have a defense of justification.    

     
  

HB 75  Supplemental appropriations; State Fiscal Year July 1, 2014 - June 30, 2015  
By:  Rep. David Ralston (7th)    Through the Appropriations Committee  

Final Bill Summary:   House Bill 75 is the Amended Fiscal Year 2015 state budget, which adjusts state funds by 
$276.1 million to a total of $21.1 billion for the year ending June 30, 2015; the increase includes $191.7 million 
for the mid-year adjustment for K-12 Education. The bill and budget highlights may be found on the House 
Budget and Research Office website: http://www.house.ga.gov/budget/    

     
  

HB 76  General appropriations; State Fiscal Year July 1, 2015 - June 30, 2016  
By:  Rep. David Ralston (7th)    Through the Appropriations Committee  

Final Bill Summary:   House Bill 76 is the $21.8 billion state budget plan for Fiscal Year 2016 beginning July 1, 
2015. In the budget, 55 percent of state revenues are designated for education. Health and human services 
agencies are authorized to receive 22.2 percent of available funds and 8.7 percent of revenues are allocated for 
public safety agencies. The bill and budget highlights may be found on the House Budget and Research Office 
website: http://www.house.ga.gov/budget/    

     
  

HB 91  Education; eliminate Georgia High School Graduation Test; provisions  
By:  Rep. Brooks Coleman (97th)    Through the Education Committee  

Final Bill Summary:   House Bill 91 would eliminate the Georgia High School Graduation Test as a requirement 
to obtain a high school diploma. This bill would retroactively allow past students, who fulfilled all of the other 
requirements for graduation, to petition their local school board in order to obtain a degree from their high 
school.    

     
  

HB 106  Highways; revise what constitutes part of the state highway system; provisions  
By:  Rep. Jay Roberts (155th)    Through the Transportation Committee  
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Final Bill Summary:   House Bill 106 authorizes counties to impose a transportation special purpose local 
option sales and use tax of up to one percent, subject to voter approval. The proceeds must be used for 
transportation purposes. The bill also states that the $5.00 per night hotel fee be charged on hotel or motel 
rooms. This amendment clarified the language used in HB 170 where this fee was originally established.    

     
  

HB 110  Fireworks; provide for sale of consumer fireworks; provisions  
By:  Rep. Jay Roberts (155th)    Through the Regulated Industries Committee  

Final Bill Summary:   HB 110 legalizes and sets parameters for the distribution, transportation and retail sale of 
consumer fireworks. The legislation defines consumer fireworks in accordance with the regulations set forth by 
the United States Consumer Product Safety Mission. It is now lawful in the state of Georgia for any person over 
the age of 18 years old to use, detonate, possesses, manufacture or transport consumer fireworks.  
 
Use of consumer fireworks is permitted without a license between the hours of 10:00 a.m. and 12:00 a.m. in any 
location not prohibited by law. Locations specifically prohibited by law include locations where the user is a 
trespasser, where law specifically prohibits, and locations within 100 feet of a gas station or a nuclear power 
facility.  
 
The legislation also outlines requirements for the sale of consumer fireworks. Permanent consumer fireworks 
stores may be opened in accordance with NFPA 1124 and they must have a valid license as a distributor. 
Individuals ages 16 or 17 may sell or transport fireworks if they are serving as an assistant to a licensed 
distributor unless they are driving on an interstate. The initial fee for distributing fireworks will be $5,000, with 
a $1,000 annual renewal fee, payable to the Safety Fire Commissioner. Each distributor must carry a minimum 
of $2 million dollars of liability insurance.  
 
Temporary fireworks stands may be operated by distributors or non-profit groups if they are licensed and 
located within 1,000 feet of a fire hydrant or co-located with a permanent store. No licensed distributor can 
operate more than two temporary stands per permanent fireworks store. In counties without a permanent store, a 
licensed distributor located within 75 miles of the counties border may operate one of their two allotted 
temporary stores in that county. The license fee for operating a temporary fireworks store is $500 per year, per 
location and must expire 90 days after the license is issued.  
 
The legislation also imposes an excise tax on the sale of consumer fireworks at a rate of five percent per item 
sold. The tax must be paid by the seller, who is subject to a $10,000 fine for non-compliance, in addition to the 
tax.    

     
  

HB 117  Employment security; modify definition of the term most recent employer; change certain 
provisions  
By:  Rep. Mark Hamilton (24th)    Through the Industry and Labor Committee  

Final Bill Summary:   House Bill 117 relates to employment security and is the annual "housekeeping" bill for 
the Georgia Department of Labor. It clarifies who is meant as "the most recent employer" as it pertains to 
unemployment insurance law. It increases the statute of limitations, from four years to seven years, which is the 
amount of time the commissioner of the Department of Labor has to collect over payments on claims or claims 
that were otherwise erroneously collected. Finally, it provides an exception within the unemployment code that 
would allow victims of family violence to voluntarily leave their jobs and still collect benefits. Unlike other 
claims, these claims would be charged to the unemployment insurance fund rather than the employer of the 
victim.    

     
  

HB 170  Transportation Funding Act of 2015; enact  
By:  Rep. Jay Roberts (155th)    Through the Transportation Committee  

Final Bill Summary:   HB 170 creates the Special Joint Committee on Georgia Revenue Structure to review tax 
reform measures.  
 
The legislation provides for accountability from the Department of Transportation (GDOT) by requiring that 
there be submitted to the General Assembly a ten-year strategic plan that outlines the use of department 
resources for upcoming fiscal years. 
 
This bill defines "alternative fuel" as electricity, natural gas, and propane and "alternative fueled vehicle" as any 
vehicle fueled solely by alternative fuel. Alternative fueled vehicles will be assessed an annual fee upon 
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registration of $200 for non-commercial vehicles and $300 for commercial vehicles. This fee will be adjusted 
annually based on CAFE Standards and the Consumer Price Index beginning on July 1, 2016. After July 1, 2018 
the index will be based only on CAFE Standards. 
 
Certain heavy vehicles will be required to pay an annual fee when registered; 15,500 lbs. up to 26,000 lbs. will 
pay $50 and greater than 26,000 will pay $100. Revenues derived from this fee will be required to be spent on 
transportation purposes.  
 
The bill defines "transportation purposes" as roads, bridges, public transit, rails, airports, buses, seaports, 
including without limitation road, street, and bridge purposes pursuant to paragraph (1) of subsection (b) of 
Code Section 48-8-121, and all accompanying infrastructure and services necessary to provide access to these 
transportation facilities, including general obligation debt, revenue debt, and other multiyear obligations issued 
to finance such purposes. 
 
In regard to the power of the governor to suspend or modify the collection of taxes, that office will now only be 
authorized to suspend the increase in the event that of a declared state of emergency and the General Assembly 
ratifies the actions with a 2/3 vote.  
 
The tax credit for low-emission or zero-emission vehicles is removed for vehicles purchased or leased after July 
1, 2015.  
 
The tax credit given to commercial airlines is repealed and a provision requiring the revenue derived from the 
sales and use taxes on jet fuel to be used for a state aviation program or airport-related purposes to the extent 
required by federal law. Anything in excess of the federally required amount may be appropriated by the 
General Assembly for other purposes. 
 
LOST, HOST, MOST, SPLOST and E-SPLOST are untouched. The local sales taxes will not be levied on any 
price per gallon above $3.00, for example, if the price is $3.50, the tax is still calculated at the $3.00 rate. The 
state excise rate on a gallon of gas will be 26 cents; the rate on a gallon of diesel fuel will be 29 cents per 
gallon. This rate will be adjusted annually based on an aggregate of fuel efficiency standards (CAFE) and the 
Consumer Price Index beginning on July 1, 2016. After July 1, 2018 the Consumer Price Index will no longer be 
used and the index will be based only on CAFE Standards.  
 
The bill removes all state sales and use tax from the sale of motor fuels and thus repeals the second motor fuel 
tax.  
 
A new Code section establishes a new fee of $5.00 per day for hotel stays with an exemption for extended stay 
lodging to be used on transportation purposes. 
 
The Georgia Transportation Infrastructure Bank may give preference to eligible projects in Tier 1 and Tier 2 
counties as defined by Georgia Code and the Department of Community Affairs. When determining eligibility, 
the board shall make every effort to balance any loans or other financial assistance among all regions of this 
state. Additionally, preference for grants and other financial assistance may be given to eligible projects which 
have local financial support. 
 
Counties are authorized to impose a transportation special purpose local option sales and use tax, of up to 1 
percent, subject to voter approval, the proceeds of which must be used for transportation purposes.    

     
  

HB 177  Social services; school personnel required to report child abuse shall be notified by child 
protective agency upon receipt of report and completion of investigation; provide  
By:  Rep. David Wilkerson (38th)    Through the Juvenile Justice Committee  

Final Bill Summary:   HB 177 requires that within 24 hours of a school employee making a report of suspected 
child abuse, the agency which receives the report to acknowledge in writing to the reporting individual that the 
receiving agency has received that report. Further, after the agency has completed the investigation, that agency 
is required to disclose in writing, within 5 days, whether the agency confirms or un-confirms that child abuse 
has occurred to the school counselor or the principal.    

     
  

HB 190  Insurance; provide requirements for transportation network companies and their drivers; 
provisions  
By:  Rep. Rich Golick (40th)    Through the Insurance Committee  
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Final Bill Summary:   House Bill 190 establishes the standards and requirements for automobile insurance for 
transportation network companies (TNC)(Uber, Lift) and their drivers. Currently, the policy carried by these 
drivers for their automobiles does not cover commercial activity. This legislation requires TNCs to maintain a 
primary motor vehicle insurance policy that: 
1. Recognizes the driver as a TNC driver and explicitly covers the driver's provision of TNC services;  
2. Provides a minimum of $100,000 for bodily injuries to, or death of, all persons in any one accident; with a 
maximum of $50,000 for bodily injuries to or death of one person; and $50,000 for loss of or damage to 
property of others, excluding cargo, in any one accident, during the time a driver is logged on to the TNC's 
digital network and available to accept a ride request until the driver is logged off. This coverage is required in 
the absence of any other liability coverage with such minimum limits; and 
3. Provides a minimum of $1 million for death, personal injury, and property damage per occurrence and 
provides uninsured and underinsured motorist coverage of at least $1 million per incident during the time a 
driver accepts a ride request on the TNC's digital network until the driver completes the transaction or the ride is 
complete, whichever is later.    

     
  

HB 192  Local government; counties, municipal corporations, school districts, and consolidated 
governments be reimbursed for expenses only through submission of expense reimbursement 
requests; provisions  
By:  Rep. Alan Powell (32nd)    Through the Governmental Affairs Committee  

Final Bill Summary:   House Bill 192 adds a new Code section that relates to the general provisions regarding 
counties, municipal corporations, and other governmental entities. It states that an elected official of a county, 
municipal corporation, local school system, or consolidated government shall be prohibited from the use of a 
government purchasing or credit card unless such purchases are solely for items or services relating to such 
official's public duties and in accordance with guidelines that are adopted by the county, municipal corporation, 
local school system, or consolidated government. 
 
Purchases made by a government purchasing or credit card shall be available for public inspection and each 
county, municipal corporation, local school system, or consolidated government must promulgate specific 
policies regarding the use of government purchasing or credit cards no later than January 1, 2016; with such 
policies to include: a designation of officials who may use purchasing or credit cards; a requirement that 
authorized users must sign a cardholder agreement; transaction limits; a description of purchases that shall be 
and shall not be authorized; designation of a card administrator; a process for auditing and reviewing purchases 
made; and procedures and penalties for addressing violations made with such cards.    

     
  

HB 202  Revenue and taxation; provisions regarding ad valorem taxation, assessment, and appeal; 
provide comprehensive revision  
By:  Rep. Paul Battles (15th)    Through the Ways & Means Committee  

Final Bill Summary:   This legislation significantly revises the process of appealing an ad valorem tax valuation. 
The bill authorizes the use of electronic tax bills with the consent of the tax commissioner and the taxpayer, 
requires the 5-year history and proposed millage rate(s) to be published on the local government's website when 
one is available, and reduces the minimum time period from two weeks to one between the published notice of 
the proposed millage rate and five-year history and the adoption of the new millage rate. Furthermore, the bill 
clarifies the penalty section of Title 48 to require that the interest rate accrues from the date that such penalty is 
assessed for failure to pay taxes in a timely manner. The legislation also makes it illegal to interfere with a 
sheriff when attempting to execute a tax sale.  
 
Additional time is granted to the tax commissioners to submit the county digests to the Department of Revenue. 
The legislation authorizes multiple counties to form a regional assessor's office to share staff and resources.  
 
The bill prohibits contractors, who provide valuation services to the Board of Assessors, from providing advice 
or assistance to the Board of Equalization; a contractor who provides valuation services to any board must 
complete training specified by the Department of Revenue.  
 
When appealing a non-homesteaded property, the threshold to use a hearing officer is lowered to $750,000. The 
legislation grants certain powers to county commissions to either appoint an appeal administrator or work with 
the clerks of Superior Courts to better administer the appeals process, while imposing certain qualifications, 
educational requirements, and performance requirements on those who serve on the Board of Equalization. The 
bill further clarifies the processes of appealing a valuation and at what point the case may enter the court 
system.  
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The deadline for obtaining a mobile home location permit is moved from May to April 1 and increases the 
penalty for not having such permit.  
 
The legislation requires the fair market value of real and personal property to be shown on the PT 61 real estate 
transfer form to ensure the appraised value for tax purposes the following year does not exceed the sale price of 
the property. 
 
The legislation additionally provides for "manufacturer's HQ" tags, which allow for a two-year tag to be placed 
on any car that is owned and placed into service by a manufacturer or its affiliate that is headquartered within 
the state; the tag precludes the title ad valorem tax fee (TAFT). 
 
The legislation also provides for a change in the TAVT distributions so that MARTA is to receive the same 
amount of money from TAVT which the entity would have received in 2012 from sales tax on motor vehicles in 
the three counties which the MARTA tax is now levied.    

     
  

HB 213  Metropolitan Atlanta Rapid Transit Authority Act of 1965; permanent suspension of restrictions 
on use of sales and use tax proceeds upon submission of an independent management audit to 
certain officials; provide  
By:  Rep. Mike Jacobs (80th)    Through the Transportation Committee  

Final Bill Summary:   House Bill 213 amends the 'MARTA Act' by: adding the executive director of the 
Georgia Regional Transportation Authority as a voting member until December 31, 2016; staggers terms for 
new board members appointed by a local governing body after entering into an agreement with the authority; 
requires the management audit to include the auditor's recommendations and signed written verification that the 
authority full cooperated with the audit; gives provisions for suspensions and civil penalties for violations of 
Board rules and regulations, as well as appeals procedures; and requires those entering into a contract to charge 
a one percent sales tax. Further, the bill permanently removes from the 'MARTA Act' the 50/50 restriction on 
proceeds. In the event that the authority fails to file a report of findings of an independent management audit 
every four years with the governor, state auditor, and chair of the MARTOC committee, then for the four-year 
period following the year when the audit report was due but not submitted, the 50/50 restriction resumes.    

     
  

HB 225  Local government; all for-hire drivers obtain a for-hire license endorsement before driving for 
hire; provide  
By:  Rep. Alan Powell (32nd)    Through the Regulated Industries Committee  

Final Bill Summary:   HB 225 amends the Code regarding certificates of public necessity and convenience and 
medallions for taxicabs by adding a new subsection that states that no person shall operate a taxicab for the 
purpose of carrying or transporting passengers for hire unless such person has a for-hire license endorsement or 
an approved private background certificate. Operators of taxicabs must maintain insurance from a properly 
licensed insurance carrier. Counties and municipalities which have previously adopted valid ordinances 
requiring medallions or certificates of public necessity may continue to require the previous certificates or 
medallions. Counties and municipalities shall not impose further licensing requirements on such persons. The 
bill provides that limousine chauffeur employed by a limousine carrier shall secure from the Department of 
Driver Services a for-hire license endorsement. 
 
HB 225 defines: for hire, for-hire license endorsement, limousine carrier, ride share driver, ride share network 
service, and taxi service. "For hire" means to operate a motor vehicle in this state for the purpose of transporting 
passengers for compensation or donation. "For-hire license endorsement" means an endorsement to a driver's 
license that authorizes the holder of the license to operate a motor vehicle for the purpose of transporting 
passengers in this state for compensation or donation. "Limousine carrier" means any limousine company or 
provider which is licensed with this state. "Ride share driver" means an individual who uses his or her personal 
passenger car to provide transportation for passengers arranged through a ride share network service. "Ride 
share network service" means any person or entity that uses a digital network or internet network to connect 
passengers to ride share drivers for the purpose of prearranged transportation for hire or for donation, and "taxi 
service" means any taxicab company or provider which utilizes a motor vehicle or similar vehicle, device, 
machine, or conveyance to transport passengers; uses a taximeter; and is authorized to provide taxicab services 
pursuant to an ordinance of a local government in this state. 
 
Each transportation referral service provider doing business in this state must register with the Department of 
Public Safety to obtain a license on an annual basis. The department may charge a fee for said license not to 
exceed $100. Those services must: ensure that drivers possess and maintain proper state and federal licenses; 
ensure the drivers have a proper background check; have a zero tolerance policy regarding drugs and alcohol for 
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drivers while on duty; have proper commercial indemnity and liability insurance; properly follow any fee 
structure prescribed by local ordinance; and comply with the laws of this state and rules and regulations from 
the Department of Public Safety. Failure to properly register is a misdemeanor. 
 
Ride share networks doing business in this state must register with the Department of public safety in a similar 
manner to transportation referral services for an annual license not to exceed $100. Moreover, ride share 
networks must maintain a current list of all drivers enrolled in their network who are doing business in this 
state. Such records are not to be disclosed to the public, but can be used by law enforcement or other 
government agencies. Ride share networks must comply in the exact same manner as transportation referral 
services regarding the requirements of transportation referral services. 
 
All taxi services, transportation referral services and providers, and ride share networks shall abide by the 
advertising limitations that apply in this state.  
 
The bill provides the authority to the department to promulgate rules and regulations as are necessary to 
implement these provisions.  
 
The bill requires endorsements on licenses of limousine chauffeurs, and states that no person shall operate a 
motor vehicle for hire in this state unless such person has a for-hire license endorsement and has liability 
insurance coverage in the amounts required by law for the class of motor vehicle being operated for hire. This 
shall include, but not be limited to, ride share drivers and persons operating motor vehicles for limousine 
carriers and taxicabs for taxi services. 
 
On or after July 1, 2016, owners of for-hire vehicles must either elect to continue to pay sales and use taxes, or 
obtain a for-hire vehicle master license. HB 225 provides for the fee scale of said master license ranging from 
$1,500 to $300,000. Of the fees generated: 57 percent shall be retained by the state for deposit in the general 
fund and 43 percent shall be forwarded to the appropriate county tag agent to properly distribute to the 
appropriate governing authority.    

     
  

HB 233  Georgia Uniform Civil Forfeiture Procedure Act; enact  
By:  Rep. Alex Atwood (179th)    Through the Judiciary Committee  

Final Bill Summary:   House Bill 233, the 'Georgia Uniform Civil Forfeiture Procedure Act' (UCFPA), increases 
transparency and oversight in the civil forfeiture process by strengthening the mandatory reporting requirements 
of all law enforcement agencies, standardizes civil forfeiture procedure statewide, and collects the disparate 
provisions into one uniform procedure to be followed for almost all civil forfeiture proceedings.  
 
The UCFPA provides for due process safeguards to assist innocent owners in recovering seized property. The 
Act simplifies the standard for initiating a claim to recover wrongfully seized property, reducing the likelihood 
that procedural pitfalls will deprive innocent owners of an action to recover their property. A provision of the 
Act allows the judge in a civil forfeiture action to grant either party additional opportunity for investigation into 
the facts and issues involved. Additionally, it permits anyone who has a claim to the seized property to appear 
before the court to defend his or her interest. The Act eliminates imposition of the State's litigation costs on an 
unsuccessful forfeiture claimant. 
 
The Act strengthens and standardizes the mandatory reporting requirements of all law enforcement agencies by 
requiring agencies to provide an accounting of all property and funds derived from seizures and forfeitures. The 
UCFPA defines the specific purposes for which law enforcement agencies may use forfeited proceeds. Payment 
of salaries or rewards to law enforcement officers would not be considered an authorized expenditure. The Act 
resolves ambiguities in reporting procedure by authorizing the creation of a standardized reporting form and 
placing the duty to submit the form annually on all law enforcement agencies, which have control over 
expenditure of any forfeiture proceeds. 
 
The bill also disqualifies certain individuals involved in pending criminal cases from serving on a grand jury. 
Currently, the only individuals ineligible for service are those convicted of a felony who have not had their civil 
rights restored and those who have been judicially determined to be mentally incompetent.  
 
The bill adds to the list of those ineligible to serve on a grand jury to include the following: an individual in any 
pretrial release program, pretrial release and diversion program, or pretrial intervention and diversion program 
(including a similar program in another state or similar federal court program); an individual sentenced under 
the first-offense controlled substances conditional discharge statute (Code section 16-13-2) who has not 
completed the terms of his or her sentence; an individual serving a first-offender sentence pursuant to Georgia 
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law or the law of another state; and an individual participating in a drug court division, mental health division, 
or veterans court division court program (or a similar program in another state or a similar federal court 
program). 
 
The bill specifies that if an indictment is returned and a grand juror was ineligible to serve based upon any of 
the grounds stated above, the indictment will not be quashed solely as a result of such ineligibility.    

     
  

HB 263  Criminal Justice Coordinating Council; advisory board to the council for juvenile justice issues; 
provide  
By:  Rep. Christian Coomer (14th)    Through the Juvenile Justice Committee  

Final Bill Summary:   HB 263 implements the recommendations of the Criminal Justice Coordinating Council 
regarding the Juvenile Code, family violence shelters, and social services. The changes allow the Criminal 
Justice Coordinating Council to receive and distribute grants from the federal Department of Justice. The bill 
creates an advisory board comprising of professionals associated with juvenile justice to offer suggestions on 
implementing the policies developed by the Criminal Justice Coordinating Council. Moreover, the bill provides 
for the management of the Roosevelt Warm Springs Institute for Rehabilitation to be transferred to the Board of 
Regents of the University System of Georgia effective July 1, 2015.    

     
  

HB 279  Public officers and employees; annual salaries of Supreme Court Justices, Court of Appeals, 
superior court judges and district attorneys; repeal provisions  
By:  Rep. Jay Powell (171st)    Through the Appropriations Committee  

Final Bill Summary:   HB 279 provides for a base salary increase for the justices of the Supreme Court, judges 
of the Court of Appeals, judges of the Superior Courts, district attorneys, and circuit public defenders, a state 
salary supplement for specified judges of the superior courts, specified district attorneys, and specified circuit 
public defenders, a per diem to be provided to specified justices of the Supreme Court and specified judges of 
the Court of Appeals, the addition of three judgeships in the Court of Appeals, an additional Superior Court 
judgeship in the Western Circuit, and the creation of the Judicial, District Attorney, and Circuit Public Defender 
Compensation Commission. 
 
The justices of the Supreme Court base salaries are increased to $175,600; the judges of the Court of Appeals 
salaries are increased to $174,500; the judges of the Superior Courts salaries are increased to $126,265; the 
district attorney's salaries are increased to $120,072; and the circuit public defender's salaries are increased to 
$99,526. If funds are appropriated, all state salary supplements and salary enhancements are effective January 1, 
2016. 
 
All Superior Court judges, district attorneys, and circuit public defenders in a circuit with a drug court division, 
mental health court division, or veterans' court division accountability court shall receive a state salary 
supplement of $6,000. The bill also states that state salary supplements shall not be included when a local law 
provides for a salary to be based on a percentage of a Superior Court judge's salary, district attorney's salary, or 
a circuit public defender's salary.  
 
If a justice of the Supreme Court or a judge of the Court of Appeals resides 50 miles or more from the judicial 
building in Atlanta, that Justice or Judge shall receive the same daily expense allowance as members of the 
General Assembly for not more than 30 days per term of court. 
 
Three additional Court of Appeals judgeships are created. The new judgeships shall be effective January 1, 
2016. 
 
A fourth Superior Court judgeship is created in the Western Circuit. The new judgeship shall be effective April 
1, 2016. 
 
The Judicial, District Attorney, and Circuit Public Defender Compensation Commission is created. The 
commission shall be composed of five members to be appointed by the Governor, the Chief Justice of the 
Supreme Court, the Lieutenant Governor, and the Speaker of the House of Representatives. The commission 
shall meet not less than twice a year and issue its first report on or before December 15, 2015, a second report 
on or before December 15, 2016, and at least every two years thereafter.    

     
  

 
 

 
 



House of Representatives  End of Session Report  
    

 Page 11 of 25   

HB 310  Penal institutions; create Board of Community Supervision, Department of Community 
Supervision, and Governor's Office of Transition, Support, and Reentry; provisions  
By:  Rep. Alan Powell (32nd)    Through the Judiciary Non-Civil Committee  

Final Bill Summary:   HB 310 creates: the Board of Community Supervision; the Department of Community 
Supervision; and the Governor's Office of Transition, Support, and Reentry. These agencies assume the duties 
related to probation and parole previously held by other state agencies. Also, the bill provides several changes 
to the law governing probation for misdemeanors.  
 
HB 310 creates the Board of Community Supervision (the "board") which establishes the general policies to be 
followed by the Department of Community Supervision ("DCS") and the Governor's Office of Transition, 
Support, and Reentry.  
 
The bill transfers the powers of several state agencies to the newly established board including the powers, 
duties, and functions of: the Board of Corrections, with regard to the Department of Corrections' probation 
division; the Board of Pardons and Paroles, with regard to the supervision of parolees; the Board of Juvenile 
Justice and Department of Juvenile Justice, with regard to the probation and supervision of certain youthful 
offenders; and the County and Municipal Probation Advisory Council.  
 
The transfers become effective July 1, 2015 with the exception of the transfer of power from the Board of 
Juvenile Justice and Department of Juvenile Justice, which is effective on July 1, 2016.  
 
Eleven members make up the board, six of whom will serve for the entire time they remain in their appointed 
positions. These six members are the: commissioner of corrections, commissioner of juvenile justice, 
chairperson and vice-chairperson of the State Board of Pardons and Paroles, director of the Division of Family 
and Children Services of the Department of Human Services, and commissioner of behavioral health and 
developmental disabilities. The other five members are appointed by the governor and serve terms of varying 
lengths. These members will consist of a: sheriff, superior court judge, juvenile court judge, mayor or city 
manager, and county commissioner. Vacancies in office are filled by appointment by the governor. A 
chairperson is also elected by the Board's membership.  
 
The board is required to adopt rules and regulations governing the management and treatment of probationers 
and parolees. These rules must ensure that the board's decisions regarding probationer and parolee management 
are guided by practices that have been shown by scientific research to reduce recidivism.  
 
The board must also require the DCS to collect and analyze certain data regarding the type and effectiveness of 
treatments given to probationers and parolees. The DCS must prepare an annual report of this information and 
submit it to various elected officials.  
 
The bill gives the board the authority and duty to consult with and seek input from an advisory council. Such 
council will be composed of a: state court judge, municipal court judge, probate court judge, magistrate judge, 
criminal defense attorney appointed by the governor, and private probation officer or an expert in private 
probation appointed by the governor.  
 
Finally, the board must promulgate rules requiring probation officers to register and pay a fee for such 
registration. These rules must also provide for the imposition of sanctions and fines for officer misconduct.  
 
HB 310 also creates the Department of Community Supervision (DCS), which is the agency primarily 
responsible for supervision of: defendants who receive a felony sentence of straight probation; defendants who 
receive a split sentence; defendants placed on parole or other conditional release; and, certain juvenile offenders 
released from confinement.  
 
The DCS is also responsible for administering and enforcing laws, rules, and regulations related to probation 
and parole supervision. Within the DCS, a victim services unit will be established to coordinate the payment of 
court-ordered restitution and other victims' services.  
 
A commissioner of community supervision, a salaried position to be appointed by the governor, is responsible 
for supervising, directing, and executing the functions of the DCS. With approval of the board, the 
commissioner is authorized to make and publish rules and regulations related to the administration of probation 
and parole supervision. Until the commissioner does so, the effective rules and regulations will be those 
previously adopted by the agencies that, pursuant to this bill, transferred their probation and parole supervision 
duties to the Board. Finally, the commissioner may prescribe forms, confer powers of police officers on its 
employees, and allow certain employees to assist law enforcement officers in preserving order and peace.  
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The state agencies that transfer their duties and powers to the newly created DCS must also transfer personnel, 
equipment, and facilities to the DCS. Additionally, appropriations to these agencies will also be transferred to 
the DCS.  
 
HB 310 allows a DCS or community supervision office to purchase vending machines or contract with vending 
services if the operation of such services is capable of generating a profit. The profits generated from these 
services go to an "employee benefit fund" which, with some restrictions, may be expended on items or activities 
that benefit employees of the office. Examples include recognizing the birth of an employee's child, events that 
foster camaraderie amongst employees, or training sessions. The bill provides monetary limitations on how 
much may be spent on these items or events. 
 
HB 310 creates the Governor's Office of Transition, Support, and Reentry (the "office") in order to administer 
rules and regulations that promote successful offender reentry. The duties and powers related to reentry services 
of the State Board of Pardons and Paroles, Department of Corrections, and Board/Department of Juvenile 
Justice are transferred to the office. Personnel, equipment, and facilities of these agencies are also transferred 
this newly created office. Finally, appropriations to these agencies related to reentry service functions are also 
transferred to the office.  
 
A director of the office, a salaried position appointed by the governor, will be responsible for supervising, 
directing, organizing, planning, administering, and executing the functions of the office. The director is 
authorized to establish units within the office and designate assistant directors of each unit.  
 
The commissioner of the DCS and the director of the Governor's Office of Transition, Support, and Reentry 
hold positions that are separate and distinct from any other position in state government. These officers are 
authorized to employ, assign, compensate, and discharge employees; however, no DCS employee or person 
performing services for the Office may be compensated on a commission or contingent fee basis. Neither the 
commissioner of the DCS, the director of the Office, nor any employee thereof may be given any anything of 
value in addition to their compensation.  
 
HB 310 makes it a misdemeanor for a community service officer to use an offender for any purpose resulting in 
private gain to any individual. This prohibition does not apply to services provided to a disabled person under 
the newly enacted law, work on private property because of a natural disaster, or if the services are performed 
pursuant to an order by the court.  
 
The bill also requires agencies that wish to participate in a community service program to submit an application 
letter to the court showing eligibility, number of offenders capable of being placed in the agency, the type of 
work to be performed, and provisions for supervision. The court will then assign offenders to work for the 
agency. 
 
This bill provides immunity from liability for acts performed by community service officers while the officers 
are participating in a community service program. The immunity does not apply to acts that are grossly 
negligent, reckless, or willful.  
 
HB 310 allows that community service may be considered as a condition of probation. Primary consideration 
will be given to traffic violation offenders, ordinance offenders, offenders convicted of non-injurious or 
nondestructive, nonviolent misdemeanors or felonies. If community service is ordered as a condition of 
probation, the court shall order not less than 20 hours and no more than 250 hours in cases involving 
traffic/ordinance violations or misdemeanors, such service to be completed within one year. In felony cases, the 
court shall order not less than 20 hours and no more than 500 hours, such service to be completed within three 
years. A written report evaluating the offender's performance must be prepared by the community services 
officer to be used to determine if conditions of probation have been satisfied.  
 
The court may also authorize an offender to serve as a live-in attendant for a disabled person if both the 
offender and disabled person agree and such service is deemed appropriate by the court. Such service shall last, 
at most, two years. The arrangement can be terminated upon request by the offender or disabled person, and the 
agency must frequently ensure the safety and welfare of the disabled person by maintaining personal contact. If 
an offender providing these services is later incarcerated, they may be awarded time for good time for each day 
of live-in community service.  
 
The court may also order an offender to perform 40 hours of community service per week in lieu of 
incarceration. A court may also add community service hours to the original court ordered hours as a 
disciplinary action, as an additional requirement of any program in lieu of incarceration, or as part of the 
sentencing options system.  
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HB 310 allows the DCS to establish and operate pretrial release and diversion programs as rehabilitative 
measures for persons charged with felonies for which bond is permissible; however, unanimous approval of the 
superior court judges, the district attorney, and the sheriff of the county is required in each county before these 
programs may be established.  
 
Upon the application by the person charged with a felony for which bond is permissible, a court may release the 
person prior to conviction to the supervision of a pretrial release or diversion programs after an investigation 
and upon recommendation of the staff of the program. A person must voluntarily agree to participate in the 
pretrial release or diversion program and knowingly and intelligently waive his or her right to a speedy trial for 
the period of pretrial release or diversion. Finally, the judge having jurisdiction over the case must approve of 
the release in writing. Under this bill, the Georgia Department of Labor may still enter into agreements with 
district attorneys in order to establish and operate pretrial intervention programs.  
 
HB 310 allows a county to establish diversion programs and centers for the confinement of persons who have 
violated court orders granting alimony or child support. Under certain conditions, a person confined in a 
diversion center may be allowed to travel to and from his or her place of employment. If not traveling to and 
from work, the person shall be confined to the diversion center and will continue to be responsible for alimony 
and child support. The person may also be required to pay for the costs of his or incarceration at the center as 
well as the cost of administering the program. A judge is authorized to provide other methods of incarceration if 
the person fails to comply with requirements imposed upon him or her.  
 
This bill allows a sentencing judge to require defendants sentenced to probation to be ordered to a "sentencing 
options system" which allows the DCS, as an alternative to judicial modifications or revocations, to sanction 
probationers who violate terms and conditions of their probation. The sentencing judge still retains jurisdiction 
over a defendant ordered to the sentencing options system. Before a sanction is imposed, there must be an 
administrative hearing to determine, by a preponderance of the evidence, if a probation violation has occurred. 
The determination is reviewable by the senior hearing officer if the offender files a request for review within 15 
days of the decision. In turn, this decision is reviewable by the sentencing court. The sanctions include a 
confinement to a probation detention center or substance abuse treatment facility, probation boot camp, day 
reporting center, intensive probation, electronic monitoring, community service, or probation supervision.  
 
If a probationer who has been ordered to this system is arrested on a warrant for an alleged probation violation, 
a preliminary hearing is required within, at most, 15 days. This hearing is not required if the probationer was not 
under arrest on a warrant, the probationer signed a waiver of a preliminary hearing, or if the administrative 
hearing is scheduled to be heard within 15 days of arrest. The system will only apply in judicial circuits where 
DCS has allocated certified hearing officers.  
 
HB 310 adds language that requires the chief judge of a municipal court that has contracted for probation 
services to initiate the termination of that contract. The termination is subject to approval by the governing 
authority of the municipality or consolidated government which entered into the contract.  
 
If a defendant has violated an ordinance or committed a misdemeanor, this bill allows a court with original 
jurisdiction to stay or suspend the execution of a sentence or place the defendant on probation if the court 
determines that the defendant is not likely to engage in an unlawful course of conduct and justice does not 
require the defendant to suffer the penalty imposed by law. The period of probation cannot exceed the 
maximum amount of confinement which could be imposed on the defendant.  
 
The court may also require the defendant to pay a fine or fee as a condition of probation. The court may also 
require the defendant to pay a probation fee if the probation requires supervision. When considering any amount 
imposed on a defendant, other than when the amount imposed is for restitution, the court may consider the 
financial situation of the defendant and the goal of the punishment imposed. A court may also convert fines, 
statutory surcharges and probation supervision fees to community service.  
 
If a court determines that the defendant has a significant financial hardship or inability to pay, the court must 
waive, modify, or convert fines or other moneys assessed. There is a presumption of significant financial 
hardship when a person has a developmental disability, is totally and permanently disabled, is indigent or 
released from confinement within the last 12 months and was incarcerated for at least 30 days before his or her 
release. Additionally, absent a waiver, a hearing is required before a court may revoke a probationary sentence 
for failure to pay fines or fees. If the probation is revoked, the court must make a written determination that the 
probationer has not made good faith efforts to pay and the failure was willful.  
 
This bill also provides that a sentencing judge will retain jurisdiction over any person placed on probation for 
the entire term of the person's probated sentence. The judge may revoke, rescind, modify, or toll the sentence at 
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any time during the probated sentence.  
 
In revocation hearings, the court must consider alternatives to confining the probationer. If a person violates 
probation by failing to report to probation or failing to pay fines or fees, and an alternative is not warranted, the 
court must revoke the balance of probation or a period no more than 120 days in confinement, whichever is less. 
If a person violates probation by failing to comply with any other provision of probation, and an alternative is 
not warranted, the court must revoke the balance of probation or a period of no more than two years in 
confinement, whichever is less.  
 
If a defendant is only under probation supervision for his or her failure to pay court imposed fines or statutory 
surcharges, probation supervision fees cannot exceed three months of ordinary probation supervision fees.  
 
If the defendant's sentence is later converted to one that requires community supervision, the court may reinstate 
probation supervision fees to monitor the defendant's compliance with community service obligations.  
 
A court must determine the terms and conditions of probation including, but not limited to, requirements that 
the probationer: avoid injurious and vicious habits, avoid harmful or disreputable places, report to the probation 
officer, permit a probation officer to visit the probationer's home, work at a suitable place of employment, 
remain at a specified location, pay restitution or reparation to an aggrieved person or municipality, support the 
probationer's legal dependents, not violate any law, allow extradition to this state, submit drug or mental health 
screenings, wear a tracking device, wear an alcohol or drug monitoring device, or complete substance abuse or 
mental health treatment.  
 
A probated sentence may be tolled if it is established by affidavit of the probation officer that the probationer 
has failed to report despite efforts to contact the probationer. If after receiving notice of the probation officer's 
intent to seek a tolling order, and thereafter reported to the officer within a certain amount of time, the 
probationer may be entitled to a hearing to consider whether the probation sentence should be tolled.  
 
Any unpaid fines or other moneys owed as a condition of probation are due when the probationer is arrested. If 
the entire probation is revoked, all of the conditions of probation, including owed money, are negated by the 
imprisonment. If only part of the probation is revoked, the court determines the probationer's responsibility for 
unpaid fines or other moneys owed.  
 
Any private probation company that contracts with a municipality to provide services must report to the board 
and the judge who entered into the contract on a quarterly basis the amount of fees collected and the nature of 
such fees as well as the number of community service hours performed by probationers and a list of any other 
service for which the probationer was required to pay to attend. Once a year, this information must also be 
reported to the governing authority that entered into the private probation contract.  
 
A probationer must be provided with a written receipt each time he or she makes a payment. Also, upon request, 
a probationer must be given a copy of his or her own probation file. One of these requests will be processed for 
free, but the probationer will be required to pay a fee for each subsequent request. The Board shall promulgate 
rules and regulations to clarify what information, such as victim information, shall be withheld from these files. 
Probationers shall be able to seek an in camera inspection of the entire file if they contend that report of the 
information is being improperly withheld.  
 
This bill also requires that certain rules and regulations of the board will be subject to disclosure. This includes 
rules and regulations regarding: agreements for the provision of probation services, the conduct of business by 
private probation companies, local governments establishing probation systems, and guidelines of private 
probation companies.  
 
The bill requires private probation companies to register with the board before entering into any contract to 
provide services. If a company was registered with the County and Municipal Probation Advisory Council on or 
before June 30, 2015, they shall be deemed to be registered with the board.  
 
After January 1, 2016, in order for a person to be a community service officer, he or she must complete the 
basic training course for supervision of probations and parolees certified by the Peace Officer Standards and 
Training Council.  
 
Currently, many defendants facing a probation revocation proceeding are denied an opportunity to enter into a 
felony accountability court program as part of their revocation sentence due to having insufficient time 
remaining on their original sentence sufficient to complete the program. This bill would permit the defendant 
under such circumstances to voluntarily agree to an extension of his or her original sentence for a period not to 
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exceed three years to permit the defendant to enter and complete a felony accountability court program. Upon 
graduation, the balance of the extended probation sentence may be modified by the court. 
 
This bill also revises language to incorporate "community supervision officers," instead of or in addition to 
"probation officers," into applicable sections of the Code. References to probation officers and the Board of 
Pardons and Paroles are removed from sections where they no longer apply.  
 
Superior Court fees may not be charged to a person filing a petition under the first offender act.  
 
The list of persons subject to special rules for sexual assault because of their supervisory role is expanded from 
"probation or parole office" to "community supervision office, county juvenile probation office, Department of 
Juvenile Justice juvenile probation office, or probation office." 
 
After July 1, 2015, defendants serving a split sentence will have their probation supervised by the DCS instead 
of the State Board of Pardons and Paroles. "Split sentence," in the context of criminal sentencing, means any 
felony sentence requiring imprisonment followed by probation. The DCS does not have jurisdiction to supervise 
probation for misdemeanor offenses unless that probation runs concurrent to the probation for a felony offense 
or the court orders such supervision.  
 
A new subsection is added to the State Sexual Offender Registry that requires the DCS to keep all records of 
registered sexual offenders until the death of that offender. HB 310 provides specific guidance regarding who 
must inform a defendant of his or her eligibility as a first offender. If an attorney represents the defendant, the 
attorney is responsible for informing the defendant. If the defendant is pro se, the court shall inquire as to the 
defendant's desire to be sentenced as a first offender. When imposing the sentence, the court will ensure the 
defendant is aware of the consequences of entering a first offender plea. Individuals who were eligible for first 
offender treatment, but not informed of their ability to receive such treatment, may petition the Superior Court 
for discharge or exoneration under the first offender statute with the permission of the prosecutor. The court 
shall hold a hearing on the petition and consider any evidence introduced by the petitioner or the prosecuting 
attorney and any other relevant evidence. If the court finds a preponderance of the evidence supports the 
defendant's contention that they were eligible for first offender treatment and justice is served, the court may 
retroactively apply first offender treatment and the GBI must modify their records accordingly. 
 
The duties of the State Board of Pardons and Paroles is no longer charged with supervising persons placed on 
parole or aiding parolees and probationers with securing employment.    

     
  

HB 328  Adult offenders; enact reforms recommended by Georgia Council on Criminal Justice Reform  
By:  Rep. Chuck Efstration (104th)    Through the Judiciary Non-Civil Committee  

Final Bill Summary:   HB 328 modifies the 'Fair Business Practices Act of 1975' by adding a section to regulate 
"consumer reporting agencies," those persons or entities that assemble or evaluate consumer information to 
provide third parties with a "consumer report" used to evaluate the consumer's fitness for insurance, credit, or 
employment.  
 
The bill requires consumer reporting agencies to notify consumers when their public record information is 
provided to a third party, along with the name and address of the receiving party, or to maintain strict 
procedures to ensure the accuracy of any information that is likely to adversely affect the consumers' ability to 
obtain employment.  
 
Any consumer reporting agency providing information to a third party domiciled or having a principle place of 
business within the state will be considered to be conducting business in the state.  
 
HB 328 allows parole eligibility for inmates required to serve their entire sentence under the repeat offender 
statute who are serving a sentence of 12 years up to life and meet certain requirements. Requirements for the 
inmate include: no conviction of certain felonies which are violent in nature, weapons-related or result in 
registration as a sex offender; completion of at least 12 years of the sentence; determination by the Department 
of Corrections to have low-risk for recidivism; classification as medium risk (or less) for institutional housing 
purposes; no serious disciplinary infractions for 12 months prior to consideration; and obtained a high school 
diploma or GED. 
 
The bill allows drug court diversion program participants to receive a probationary professional or business 
license when the applicant submits an application for licensure or renewal and proof of program completion. 
This amendment does not preclude the board from considering convictions other than the conviction that 
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resulted in the assignment to the drug court.  
 
The bill adjusts the public assistance fraud statute, clarifying that the statute is not gender specific by adding "or 
she" after "he" where it is appropriate. The amendment also raises the threshold for felony fraud from $500 to 
$1,500. 
 
Code sections referencing the "Georgia Public Defender Standards Council" are amended by striking 
"Standards" thus changing the name to "Georgia Public Defender Council."  
 
The bill removes language that required the council to select their director on the basis of training and 
experience. The bill also strikes language that gave the director the power to: take action necessary to perform 
indigent defense services, enforce rules and regulations necessary to perform indigent defense services, carry 
into effect the minimum standards promulgated by the council, and to perform functions and duties that the 
council is authorized to perform under O.C.G.A. § 17-12-4. The director is also prohibited from representing 
any indigent person or engaging in the private practice of law for profit.  
 
The director is no longer required to submit procedures he or she develops for the council's approval. Also, the 
director is no longer required to consult with professionals about implementing and improving indigent services 
programs. Finally, this bill requires the director to "hire or remove" directors for the offices of mental health 
advocacy and the Georgia capital defender.  
 
HB 328 gives the council the authority to assist public defenders instead of requiring them to do so. Similarly, 
the bill allows, instead of requires, the council to keep and publish statistics to evaluate the delivery of indigent 
defense in Georgia. The council is required to meet at least semi-annually instead of quarterly under the bill.  
 
The bill strikes the Code section that required the council to approve programs for representation of indigent 
persons. Language is also stricken from the Code that required policies and standards promulgated by the 
council to be publicly available on the council's website.  
 
HB 328 changes the reporting requirements of the council and director. Instead of requiring an annual report of 
the council's expenditures and revenue, such report is only required "upon request." The same change is made 
regarding reports by the director assessing the delivery of indigent defense in Georgia.  
 
The legislative committee providing oversight of the council is only required to meet once, instead of three 
times, each year. Also, this legislative oversight committee is no longer required to submit an annual report of 
its activities and findings.  
 
When a public defender is replaced due to a conflict of interest, this bill strikes language that required the 
replacing attorney to have the training and experience that the complexity of the case requires. Language is also 
stricken that required such attorney to meet standards established by the council.  
 
Instead of requiring a public defender to represent any juvenile case where there is a possibility of confinement, 
commitment or probation, this bill only requires representation in juvenile delinquency cases.  
 
Circuit public defenders are no longer required to establish a special juvenile defense division. The bill also 
strikes language that entitled a person arrested or served with any initiating process to the services of public 
defense council within three business days.  
 
Current law allows a city or county to contract with circuit public defenders to provide indigent defense to 
people accused with violating ordinances or state laws. This bill strikes language that subjects the city and 
county to policies adopted by the council if they do not contract with the circuit public defenders.  
 
This bill strikes language enumerating the specific types of records that the public defenders are required to 
keep. Instead, the public defenders are required to keep records "as requested by the council."  
 
Current law allows a single county judicial circuit to, upon approval by the council, establish an alternative 
system of delivering indigent defense services. If the council disapproves, this bill allows the system to appeal 
that disapproval to the council instead of the Supreme Court of Georgia.  
 
The governing authority within a judicial circuit is still required to provide the public defender with the name 
and identifying information of each person who applies and is eligible for legal services; however, such 
authority is no longer required to submit that information within one day of the defendant's application.    
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HB 361  Juvenile Code; enact reforms as recommended by Georgia Council on Criminal Justice reforms; 
provisions  
By:  Rep. Andrew Welch (110th)    Through the Juvenile Justice Committee  

Final Bill Summary:   HB 361 represents an on-going effort between the Criminal Justice Reform Council and 
all stakeholders to harmonize the Juvenile Justice Code provisions originally passed as HB 242 in 2013 within 
the existing statute. Superior court judges are given explicit factors to consider for transferring cases to juvenile 
court. The bill also clarifies that 17-year olds, who are treated as adults for all other criminal offenses, will also 
be treated the same way for traffic offenses. Also, the Code is amended to clarify that district attorneys and 
general counsels for police departments are authorized to file petitions in juvenile court for children in need of 
services.    

     
  

HB 393  Motor vehicles fair practices; restrictions on ownership, operation, or control of dealerships by 
manufacturers and franchisors; provide exception  
By:  Rep. Chuck Martin (49th)    Through the Motor Vehicles Committee  

Final Bill Summary:   House Bill 393 allows manufacturers of zero emission vehicles that were doing business 
prior to January 1, 2015, to sell factory direct to consumers. This is a narrowly-crafted exception to Georgia's 
dealership law. Manufacturers are allowed to build up to five brick and mortar facilities, of which two must be 
designed to do maintenance on their vehicles.    

     
  

HB 397  State Soil and Water Conservation Commission; revise provisions; provisions  
By:  Rep. David Knight (130th)    Through the Agriculture & Consumer Affairs Committee  

Final Bill Summary:   This legislation establishes the State Soil and Water Conservation Commission as an 
attached agency to the Georgia Department of Agriculture. Commencing with the appointments for 2015, the 
governor shall appoint one at-large member from each of the five soil and water conservation district regions to 
serve on the commission. Such initial appointments shall be for terms of one, two, three, four and five years, 
respectively. Thereafter, successors shall be appointed for five-year terms of office.  
 
The Commission may perform such acts, hold public hearings, and promulgate rules and regulations as may be 
necessary for the execution of its functions. The commission shall have duties and powers to: offer assistance to 
the supervisors of the soil and water conservation districts in carrying out their powers and programs; keep the 
district supervisors informed of the activities and experiences of all the other districts and to facilitate the 
interchange of advice, experience, and cooperation; coordinate the programs of the districts by advice and 
consultation; and secure cooperation and assistance of the United States and any of its agencies.  
 
The commission may also receive grants from any agency of the United States government or any agency of this 
state as well as make grants to districts, municipalities, counties or state agencies in Georgia to fund up to 20 
percent of the cost of obtaining permits for and constructing improvements to any dam originally constructed or 
financially assisted by the Natural Resources Conservation Service or to carry out other purposes of this article. 
 
The "Manual for Erosion and Sediment Control in Georgia" is defined as the published guidance of the 
commission governing the design and practices to be utilized in the protection of the state's natural resources 
from erosion and sedimentation which shall be based foremost upon sound engineering principles and 
repeatable bench and field testing of structural and vegetative best management practices and which shall have 
the annual approval of the Erosion and Sediment Control Overview Council established pursuant to Code 
Section 12-7-7.1." 
 
Section Four of the bill creates the Erosion and Sediment Control Overview Council, which approves the 
Manual for Erosion and Sediment Control in Georgia prior to publication by the commission. The council also 
provides guidance on the best management practices for implementing any erosion and sediment control plan. 
The council shall be comprised of nine appointed members with one member being a member from the House 
of Representatives, one member of the State Senate who shall be appointed by the Lt. Governor and seven 
members appointed by the Governor and serve at the pleasure thereof including one member from the 
Department of Transportation, the Environmental Protection Division of the Department of Natural Resources 
and the State Road and Tollway Authority, a professional engineer licensed to practice in this state from a 
private engineering consulting firm practicing environmental engineering, one representative of the highway 
contracting industry certified by the Department of Transportation, one representative of the electric utility  
 
 
industry and a chairperson. The council shall meet prior to January 1, 2016 to approve the most current version 
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of the manual and may also meet as necessary to approve changes or updates to the manual prior to its 
implementation.  
 
The council may develop recommendations governing the preparation of plans and the installation and 
maintenance of best management practices. If a dispute arises concerning the requirements of this Code section, 
the Erosion and Sediment Control Overview Council shall mediate the dispute. These changes are effective on 
December 31, 2015.    

     
  

HB 429  Insurance; no health benefit plan shall restrict coverage for prescribed treatment based upon 
insured's diagnosis with a terminal condition; provide  
By:  Rep. Ron Stephens (164th)    Through the Insurance Committee  

Final Bill Summary:   House Bill 429 provides that no health benefit plan shall restrict coverage for prescribed 
treatment based upon the insured's diagnosis with a terminal condition. It further states that that treatment would 
not constitute assisted suicide. 
 
It enacts Ava's Law that requires any individual or small group health insurance policy sold in this state to 
provide coverage for the treatment of Autism Spectrum Disorder.    

     
  

HB 443  Voluntary Veterans' Preference Employment Policy Act; enact  
By:  Rep. Katie Dempsey (13th)    Through the Industry and Labor Committee  

Final Bill Summary:   House Bill 443 permits employers to create policies that provide preferential hiring, 
promoting, or retention to veterans of the armed forces of the United States.    

     
  

HB 461  Secondary metals recyclers; buying and selling regulated metal property; change certain 
provisions  
By:  Rep. Jason Shaw (176th)    Through the Regulated Industries Committee  

Final Bill Summary:   HB 461 clarifies and expands the code relating to secondary metals recyclers. The bill 
prohibits secondary metals recyclers from purchasing catalytic converters unless the catalytic converter is 
attached to a vehicle or purchased from a used motor vehicle dealer or used motor vehicle parts dealer, a new 
motor vehicle dealer, a motor vehicle repairer, a manufacturer or distributor of catalytic converters, a seller with 
verifiable documentation, or a secondary metals recycler with proof of registration. The bill also eases the 
requirements for a secondary metals recycler to be able to purchase a burial object from manufacturers or 
distributors of burial objects by eliminating the need for a letter by the owner expressly recognizing the seller as 
an employee or authorized agent of the manufacturer or distributor. Also, the bill expands the list of required 
records a secondary metals recycler must keep to include the name and date of birth of the seller or deliverer. 
The database documenting all transactions by secondary metals recyclers shall be maintained by the Georgia 
Bureau of Investigation (GBI) and be considered a trade secret. The GBI database is accessible and searchable 
by all law enforcement agencies and employees of electric suppliers and telecommunications companies 
provided that the employees are licensed private detectives or Georgia POST certified. It is unlawful for 
employees of electric suppliers and telecommunications companies to use the database for any purpose other 
than the investigation of alleged theft of regulated metal property.    

     
  

HB 515  Tucker, City of; DeKalb County; incorporate  
By:  Rep. Billy Mitchell (88th)    Through the Governmental Affairs Committee  

Final Bill Summary:   House Bill 515 authorizes a referendum to create the city of Tucker.    
     
  

HB 520  LaVista Hills, City of; DeKalb County; incorporate  
By:  Rep. Tom Taylor (79th)    Through the Governmental Affairs Committee  

Final Bill Summary:   House Bill 520 authorizes a referendum to create the city of LaVista Hills.    
     
  

SB 2  Education; student who completes certain requirements relating to postsecondary coursework 
awarded a high school diploma  
By:  Sen. Lindsey Tippins (37th)    Through the Education Committee  

Final Bill Summary:   Senate Bill 2 allows local boards of education to award a high school diploma to an 
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enrolled student who meets four requirements: 1) completes rigorous coursework at a postsecondary institution; 
2) is 16 years or older and has completed at least two English classes, two math courses, two science courses, 
two social studies courses, and one health and physical education class; 3) has received a score of admission 
acceptable on the readiness assessment required by the postsecondary institution; and 4) completes an (a) 
associate degree program, (b) a technical college diploma program and all postsecondary academic education, 
technical education and training prerequisites for any required certifications or licenses to work in the field, or 
(c) at least two technical college certificates of credit programs in one specific career pathway, all 
postsecondary academic education, and technical education and training prerequisites or licenses required to 
work in the field.    

     
  

SB 8  Crimes and Offenses: children who have been sexually exploited; make provisions; create Safe 
Harbor for Sexually Exploited Children Fund Commission  
By:  Sen. Renee Unterman (45th)    Through the Juvenile Justice Committee  

Final Bill Summary:   SB 8 restructures and revises the statute of limitations period for bringing a civil action 
for recovery of damages suffered as a result of childhood sexual abuse for clarity. In addition, the definition of 
"childhood sexual abuse" is expanded to include trafficking a person for sexual servitude, sexual exploitation of 
children, furnishing obscene materials to minors, child pornography, and obscene telephone contact. If the 
abuse was committed before July 1, 2015, this bill requires the action to be brought on or before the date which 
the plaintiff reaches the age 23. If the abuse was committed on or after July 1, 2015, this bill requires the action 
to be brought on or before the date that the plaintiff turns age 25.  
 
The bill provides for tolling of a cause of action for individuals who are below the age of 18, and are legally 
incompetent, that the cause of action for the same time after they reach the age of 18.  
 
The bill first establishes the Safe Harbor for Sexually Exploited Children Fund Commission, which is assigned 
to the Division of Family and Children Services of the Department of Human Resources for administrative 
purposes only. The bill also creates a separate fund in the state treasury called the Safe Harbor for Sexually 
Exploited Children Fund.  
 
The commission may allow money from the fund to be disbursed for the purposes of providing rehabilitative 
and social services to sexually exploited children, defined by the act as any child under the age of 18 who has 
been the victim of trafficking, engaged in certain acts related to prostitution, or has been the victim of child 
pornography. The commission may also authorize disbursement of money to eligible persons, entities, or 
programs. Eligibility is determined by criteria set by the commission. The act requires the commission to 
consider giving money from the fund to programs or entities devoted to the promotion of awareness and 
prevention of becoming a sexually exploited child. Finally, the commission may use the fund money for its own 
operating expenses provided that such use is minimal and in furtherance of the commission's primary purpose.  
 
Other than as noted above, money may not be disbursed from the fund unless approved by the governor. The 
governor is not authorized, however, to disburse money from the fund to entities or programs that the 
commission has not recommended for a grant.  
 
The commission has eight members, seven of whom will serve two-year terms and the director of the Division 
of Family and Children Services of the Department of Human Services will be a permanent member. The terms 
are different for the first commission appointed. The governor appoints four of the members, and the rest are 
appointed by various agencies. Membership is not considered a public office and no member is precluded from 
holding public office. The governor designates a chairperson of the commission from among the members and 
other officers may be elected by the commission. Members of the commission are not salaried but will receive 
expense allowances commensurate with those received by the General Assembly for their attendance at 
meetings.  
 
The commission may recommend to the governor and General Assembly changes in programs, laws, budgets, 
etc. relating to the care and rehabilitation of sexually exploited children, changes to improve conditions among 
agencies that provide care to such children, and changes to improve the condition of such children who are in 
need of rehabilitative and social services. The commission may also accept federal funds, as well as gifts or 
donations by private citizens.  
 
SB 8 requires the imposition of an additional penalty of $2,500 in any case where a fine has been imposed on a 
defendant who is over the age of 18 for trafficking a person for sexual servitude. The additional fines are 
allocated to the Safe Harbor for Sexually Exploited Children Fund. The bill also criminalizes any refusal to 
collect and remit the funds in this manner.  
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Moreover, the bill provides an affirmative defense relating to sex crimes where the alleged perpetrator is under 
the age of 18 and has been forced into sexual servitude. 
 
The bill further provides that vehicles used in furtherance of certain sexual offenses, and proceeds derived from 
certain crimes, will be subject to forfeiture. The bill adds the crimes of keeping a place of prostitution, 
pandering, and pandering by compulsion to be subject to forfeiture. 
 
SB 8 requires that those convicted of trafficking to register on the State Sexual Offender Registry.  
 
The Department of Human Services is required under the bill to develop a plan for delivering services to 
sexually exploited children, trafficking victims, and children or persons at risk for becoming victims. The plan 
must identify children who need services, provide assistance with applying for government benefits and 
services, coordinate the delivery of services, prepare materials to increase awareness of such services, develop 
and maintain community based services, provide assistance with family reunification or repatriation to a country 
of origin, and assist law enforcement officers with identifying children in need of such services.    

     
  

SB 63  Alcoholic Beverages; provide for manufacturers of malt beverages to make limited retail sales of 
malt beverages under certain circumstances  
By:  Sen. Hunter Hill (6th)    Through the Regulated Industries Committee  

Final Bill Summary:   SB 63 allows for manufacturers or distillers who are issued a distiller's license and issued 
a permit by the commissioner to conduct distillery tours, for a fee or free of charge. If conducting these tours, 
the distiller may provide a free souvenir of a complimentary sealed container of distilled spirits, free food and 
free tastings. The free souvenir must be a single bottle of distilled spirits manufactured by the distiller of not 
more than 750 milliliters. The free souvenir must be provided after the tour, and the recipient must be 21 years 
of age or older. Moreover, brewers of malt beverages may also conduct brewery tours in the same manner as 
distillery tours. However, the free souvenir from a brewery tour is a sealed container or containers of malt 
beverages not to exceed 72 ounces. All fees for tours must be collected prior to conducting the tour.    

     
  

SB 72  "Tanja's Law"; provide measure of equivalency in punishment of crimes committed against 
police dogs in performance of their official duties  
By:  Sen. Jeff Mullis (53rd)    Through the Judiciary Non-Civil Committee  

Final Bill Summary:   SB 72, known as "Tanja's Law," revises the penalties for harming a law enforcement 
animal in the performance of its duties by creating tiers of offenses, defining terms, and providing for 
exceptions. Previously, a person intentionally causing serious or debilitating injury was automatically guilty of a 
felony. 
 
The law deletes the previous definition of the crime and creates four punishment tiers. A fourth-degree offense 
occurs when a person intentionally causes physical harm to a law enforcement animal. Offenders are guilty of a 
misdemeanor of a high and aggravated nature and shall receive up to 12 months in prison and a fine not 
exceeding $5,000, or both. 
 
A third-degree offense occurs when a person intentionally causes physical injury to a law enforcement animal 
through the use of a deadly weapon likely to cause harm. Offenders are guilty of a misdemeanor of a high and 
aggravated nature and shall be punished by not less than six and not more than 12 months in prison and a fine 
not exceeding $5,000, or both. 
 
A second-degree offense occurs when a person knowingly or intentionally shoots a law enforcement animal 
with a firearm or causes a debilitating physical injury to a law enforcement animal. Offenders are guilty of a 
felony and shall receive at least one year but not more than five years in prison and a fine not exceeding 
$25,000, or both. 
 
A first-degree offense occurs when a person knowingly or intentionally causes the death of a law enforcement 
animal. Offenders are guilty of a felony and shall receive at least 18 months but not more than five years in 
prison and a fine not exceeding $50,000, or both. 
 
In addition to any other penalty, the offender must pay restitution equal to all necessary costs of veterinary 
treatment, the full cost of replacing the animal and its handlers, to the agency that was the owner of the animal. 
 
The Code section applies only to animals harmed in or because of the performance of their duties. It does not 
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prevent people, who are attacked by a law enforcement animal without command, from defending themselves. 
The section excludes euthanasia of the animals by the law enforcement agency. Whenever a law enforcement 
animal dies in the line of duty, the GBI must perform a necropsy on the animal. 
 
SB 72 also revises the statute prohibiting harassing phone calls to include harassing or threatening electronic 
communications. A person commits this offense by repeatedly telephoning or communicating with another 
person via electronic communication for the purposes of harassing, molesting, threatening or intimidating. The 
crime will be considered to have been committed where the phone call or electronic communication was sent or 
where such communication was received. There is no merger for such offenses and the prohibition does not 
apply to protected speech. 
 
Finally, SB 72 also fills a gap in Georgia's criminal incest statute to include half-blood relatives.    

     
  

SB 94  Criminal Procedure; require a procedure for enhancing witness identification accuracy  
By:  Sen. Charlie Bethel (54th)    Through the Judiciary Non-Civil Committee  

Final Bill Summary:   SB 94 requires law enforcement agencies that conduct live lineups, photo lineups, or 
showups, to adopt written policies for using such procedures. These policies must contain the following 
requirements: if using a live lineup procedure, a person who does not know the identity of the suspect must be 
the one to conduct the procedure; or if using a photo lineup, the person conducting the procedure must either 
not know the identity of the suspect or use a procedure that randomly places photographs in folders so that the 
conductor cannot physically see which photograph is being viewed by the witness until the procedure is 
complete.  
 
In either case, the witness must be instructed that the perpetrator of the alleged crime may or may not be present 
in the lineup. There must be at least four individuals who are not suspects ("fillers") in live lineups and at least 
five in photo lineups. These fillers must generally resemble the witness's description of the perpetrator.  
 
The witness, who makes the identification, whether at a live lineup, photo lineup, or showup, must make and 
document a clear statement in their own words about their confidence level in the identification. These policies 
will be subject to public disclosure. If an agency fails to comply with these requirements, the judge may 
consider such failure, but is not required to exclude identification evidence obtained.  
 
SB 94 allows for law enforcement officers in the course of their lawful performance of his/her official duties to 
observe, photograph, videotape, or record the activities of individual's in that officer's presence. 
 
This bill also changes the scope of items that can be taken into evidence in a search incident to arrest to include 
instruments, articles, and information or data, and anything that is tangible or intangible, corporeal or 
incorporeal, visible or invisible which is evidence of the commission of a crime. The private papers of any 
person are excluded.  
 
SB 94 bill allows other personnel acting on behalf of a peace officer to assist in the execution of a warrant. The 
bill also allows the use of a "device" when executing a warrant. A device means an electronic instrument used 
for overhearing sounds or for observing images. This also includes instruments that can be used to intercept a 
wire, oral, or electronic communication. Certain instruments are excluded from the definition of device, such as 
hearing aids or "trap and trace" devices.  
 
The bill also protects from disclosure, audio and video recordings from the "devices" used by law enforcement 
officers where there is a reasonable expectation of privacy and no pending investigation, unless a sworn 
affidavit is provided that attest to certain facts as to why release of such information is eligible.    

     
  

SB 99  Conduct of Proceedings; reversal on appeal; judge expresses an opinion regarding proof in a 
criminal case; change provisions  
By:  Sen. John Kennedy (18th)    Through the Judiciary Non-Civil Committee  

Final Bill Summary:   SB 99 revises the provisions for when a judge may express his opinion to a jury about the 
guilt of the accused or whether a fact has been proved; this bill makes it an error for a judge to do so during any 
phase of a criminal trial. If a judge expresses his opinion regarding the guilt of the accused (not whether a fact 
has been proved), the Supreme Court, Court of Appeals, or trial court is required to grant a new trial. A party 
alleging a violation under this bill must make a timely objection, outside the presence of the jury, and inform the 
court of the specific grounds for the objection. The court is then charged with giving a curative instruction to 
the jury, if appropriate. Failure to object precludes appellate review unless the violation constitutes plain error 
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which affects the substantial rights of the parties.    
     
  

SB 100  Motor Vehicles and Traffic; provide for applicability with current federal reg. in the safe 
operations of motor carriers and commercial motor vehicles  
By:  Sen. Tyler Harper (7th)    Through the Motor Vehicles Committee  

Final Bill Summary:   Senate Bill 100 is a housekeeping bill for the Department of Public Safety (DPS). It 
defines a "for hire intrastate motor carrier" as a person engaged in the transportation of goods or passengers for 
compensation wholly within the boundaries of Georgia. 
 
It defines an "intrastate motor carrier" as any self-propelled or towed vehicle that is used on a highway in 
intrastate commerce to transport property or passengers and: has a gross vehicle weight or gross combination 
weight of 10,001 lbs. or more; is designed or used to transport more than ten passengers, including the driver, 
and is not used to transport passengers for compensation; or is used to transport hazardous materials in any 
quantity. 
 
It requires that all intrastate motor carriers must register with the Department of Revenue (DOR). Prior to the 
initial registration, all intrastate motor carriers must also provide evidence to DPS of the completion of an 
educational and safety seminar. All for-hire intrastate motor carriers must now file a certificate of insurance 
with DOR in order to be issued a registration. 
 
This bill also eliminates all mandatory driver's license suspensions for non-highway safety related or non-
moving violations; however, the legislation does maintain suspension provisions imposed for failure to provide 
child support under the 'Child Support Recovery Act'. It eliminates the driving restrictions on an "Interlock 
Limited Driving Permit" as defined in Title 40. 
 
It allows for organ donation on state issued I.D. cards. 
 
It allows a driver cited for driving a motor vehicle with a suspended, cancelled, or revoked vehicle license to 
plead nolo contendre. The nolo plea can only be used once within a five-year period, which is measured from 
the date of the last previous offense resulting in a conviction or a nolo plea. Any other nolo plea within the time 
period will constitute a conviction. 
 
The bill also provides for a 30-day temporary operating permit when a vehicle fails to pass federal emissions 
standards. Proof of valid insurance is still required. 
 
It amends Title 40 as it relates to persons exempt from driver's license requirements by stating that any resident, 
who is 15 years of age or over, while taking actual in-car training in a training vehicle, must be in a vehicle 
equipped with dual-controlled brakes and marked as a training vehicle. 
 
It provides that the department shall not issue an instruction permit or driver's license to a person who is 
younger than 18 years of age, unless the applicant can prove at least one of the following, he or she: is enrolled 
in a public or private school and satisfies attendance requirements; is enrolled in a home education program and  
 
satisfies the reporting requirements; or has already received or is pursuing a high school diploma or general 
educational development (GED) diploma. 
 
The department is also authorized to issue a limited driving permit to an applicant whose license is currently 
under suspension or revocation in any other jurisdiction. 
 
It states that no noncommercial driver's license shall be issued to any person who does not have a visual acuity 
of 20/60, corrected or uncorrected, in at least one eye or better. 
 
The bill allows that the department shall, upon payment of the required fee, issue to every applicant qualifying 
for a driver's license that indicates: the type or general class of vehicles the licensee may drive; which license 
shall be upon a form prescribed by the department; a driver's license number; a photograph of the licensee; the 
licensee's full legal name, and the licensee's signature. No license shall be valid until it has been signed by the 
licensee. 
 
It states that the department shall suspend the license of any driver who fails to pay child support. 
 
It provides that the department shall suspend the driver's license or privilege to operate a motor vehicle in the 
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State of Georgia of any person who has failed to respond to a citation to appear before a court of competent 
jurisdiction in this state or in any other state for a traffic violation other than a parking violation. 
 
SB 100 requires that any person under the age of 21 who has been convicted of: a hit and run or leaving the 
scene of an accident; racing on highways or streets; using a motor vehicle in fleeing or attempting to elude an 
officer; reckless driving; any offense for which four or more points are assessable; or illegally purchasing 
alcohol shall have their license suspended by the department. Any person under the age of 18 who has 
accumulated a violation point count of four or more points in any consecutive 12-month period shall also have 
their license suspended by the department. 
 
It states that any person who is a habitual violator must be notified by the department that his or her driver's 
license has been revoked by operation of law and that it shall be unlawful for such habitual violator to operate a 
motor vehicle. 
 
It grants limited driving permits for certain offenders solely for the following purposes: going to his or her place 
of employment/performing occupational duties; attending college or school at which he or she is regularly 
enrolled as a student; attending regularly scheduled sessions or meeting of treatment support organizations for 
persons who have addiction or abuse problems; and going for monthly monitoring visits with the permit holder's 
ignition interlock device service provider. 
 
It states that the contents of personal identification cards must include: full legal name; address of residence; 
birth date; identification issue date; sex; height; weight; eye color; signature of person; and such other 
information required by the department. 
 
It requires the contents of commercial drivers' licenses to include: full legal name; residential address; person's 
photograph; physical description including sex, height, weight, and eye color; date of birth; driver's license 
number; person's signature; class or type of commercial motor vehicle; state name; and dates the license is 
valid. 
 
It mandates the contents of personal identification cards for persons with disabilities to include: full legal name; 
address of residence; birth date; date identification is issued and date when it expires; sex; height; weight; eye 
color; signature of person; and such other information as required by the department.    

     
  

SB 101  Soil Erosion and Sedimentation; provide for buffer against coastal marshlands within which 
certain land-disturbing activities are prohibited  
By:  Sen. Ben Watson (1st)    Through the Natural Resources & Environment Committee  

Final Bill Summary:   SB 101 amends Chapter 7 of Title 12, relating to the control of soil erosion and 
sedimentation, by establishing a 25-foot buffer along coastal marshlands and providing exceptions to that 
buffer. The definition of "coastal marshlands" is as defined in O.C.G.A. 12-5-282. No land-disturbing activity 
shall be conducted within the 25-foot buffer and the buffer shall remain in its undisturbed state of vegetation 
until all land-disturbing activities on the construction site are complete. Once the final stabilization of the site is 
completed, the buffer may be thinned or trimmed so long as protective vegetative cover remains.; however, for 
single family residence construction sites, the buffer may be thinned or trimmed at any time so long as a 
protective vegetative cover remains. On or before December 31, 2015, the board of Natural Resources shall 
promulgate rules and regulations that contain criteria for the grant or denial of requests for variances pursuant to 
this paragraph including where an alteration has been approved by the Army Corps of Engineers and provide 
variances by rule where an alteration will have a minimal impact on the water quality or aquatic habitat of 
adjacent marsh, including where the area within the buffer is not more than 500 square feet. The board may 
adopt rules and regulations that provide for an expedited process for certain categories of activities. The 
exceptions to the buffer are: 
• Where the director determines to allow a variance that is at least as protective as a 25 foot buffer; 
• Where otherwise allowed pursuant to 12-2-8; 
• Where an alteration has been authorized pursuant to 12-5-286; 
• For maintenance of any currently serviceable structure, landscaping, or hardscaping; provided that if such 
maintenance requires any land disturbing activity, adequate erosion control measures are fully implemented; 
• Where a drainage structure or roadway drainage structure is constructed or maintained; provided that if such 
maintenance requires any land disturbing activity, adequate erosion control measures are fully implemented; 
• On the landward side of a currently serviceable shoreline stabilization structure; 
• For the maintenance of any manmade storm-water detention basin, golf course pond, or impoundment located 
within the property of a single owner; provided that if such maintenance requires any land disturbing activity, 
adequate erosion control measures are fully implemented; 
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• For utility lines that cause a width of disturbance of not more than 50 feet within the buffer; provided that 
adequate erosion control measures are fully implemented; 
• For any land-disturbing activity conducted pursuant to and in compliance with a valid and effective land-
disturbing permit issued between April 22, 2014 and the effective date of this act; provided that adequate 
erosion control measures are fully implemented; and  
• For any lot for which the preliminary plat has been approved prior to the effective date of this act if roadways, 
bridges, or water and sewer lines have been extended to such lot prior to the effective date of this act and if the 
requirement to maintain a 25-foot buffer would consume at least 18 percent of the high ground of the platted lot 
otherwise available for development; provided that adequate erosion control measures are fully implemented.    

     
  

SB 132  "Quality Basic Education Act"; program for high school students to attend postsecondary 
institutions; provisions; 'Move on When Ready Act'  
By:  Sen. Mike Dugan (30th)    Through the Education Committee  

Final Bill Summary:   Senate Bill 132 amends §20-2-161.3 to be referred to as the 'Move on When Ready Act'. 
The bill allows all high school students, whether in public or private school, to apply to a postsecondary school 
in order to take one or more classes; if accepted, the student can get credit for the class at both the student's high 
school and the postsecondary institution.    

     
  

SB 133  Opportunity School District; establishment; provide for definitions; supervision of public 
elementary and secondary schools that are failing  
By:  Sen. Butch Miller (49th)    Through the Education Committee  

Final Bill Summary:   Senate Bill 133 is the enabling legislation for SR 287 and establishes the "Opportunity 
School District"(OSD) within the Office of Student Achievement. The superintendent of the OSD is appointed 
by and answers solely to the governor, but the Senate confirms the new superintendent. The OSD may select up 
to 20 failing schools per year to administer, with no more than 100 schools under its supervision at any time. 
Failing schools are those which have earned an "F" rating for three consecutive years. The schools may be taken 
over for: direct management by the OSD; shared management with the local board; reconstitution as an OSD 
Charter School; or closed if it is not enrolled at full capacity. The OSD superintendent is given the ability to 
retain or let go of any leader, teacher, or staff member at an opportunity school. Any teacher who is not retained 
will still be an employee of the local board. Opportunity schools which become OSD charter schools will be 
monitored by the State Charter Schools Commission. OSD's superintendent can select, approve, or remove the 
school principal and the governing board members for OSD charter schools. This Act begins with the 2017-
2018 school year, if the constitutional amendment is ratified.    

     
  

SB 160  Alcoholic Beverages; revise penalties for a violation of Code Section 3-3-23  
By:  Sen. Michael Williams (27th)    Through the Judiciary Non-Civil Committee  

Final Bill Summary:   SB 160 changes provisions regarding the punishment for unlawfully selling or furnishing 
alcohol to people under 21-years old and for underage people possessing alcohol. This bill requires an officer to 
arrest by issuance of a citation to a person violating the law regarding a minor in possession of alcohol or 
furnishing alcohol to a minor. In addition to a citation, the officer may effect a custodial arrest of a person 
violating the provisions of this bill if the officer has probable cause to believe that the person is intoxicated to 
the extent that he/she poses a danger to himself or the person/property of another. The citation must enumerate 
the specific charges against the person and the date which they are required to appear and answer the charges. In 
lieu of the appearance date, the citation may provide that the person will be notified later about the date they are 
required to appear and answer the charges. 
 
SB 160, moreover, makes it a crime to intentionally cause a minor to be identified as someone in an obscene 
depiction in a way that a reasonable person would conclude that the person in the image was the minor. This 
includes giving the minor's name, address, telephone number, or email address. This also includes the electronic 
imposing of the minor's face onto an obscene depiction. If the violation involves an individual who resides in 
the state of Georgia, the person will be subject to prosecution even if their conduct took place outside of the 
state. If the conduct takes place within the state, the person will be subject to prosecution even if it involves an 
individual who resides outside the state. The prohibition does not apply to law enforcement activities when 
investigating crimes or when the identification and image is made in anticipation of litigation. Also, the bill 
contains a non-merger of offenses clause. The punishment is a misdemeanor on the first offense, and a felony 
for second and subsequent offenses.    
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SR 7  Safe Harbor for Sexually Exploited Children Fund; provide that General Assembly by law may 
impose additional penalties or fees for the offenses- CA  
By:  Sen. Renee Unterman (45th)    Through the Juvenile Justice Committee  

Final Bill Summary:   SR 7 is the companion constitutional amendment for SB 8 which dedicates the funding 
derived from the imposition of assessments against the adult entertainment industry to provide for rehabilitative 
services for minors who have been trafficked for sexual servitude.    

     
  

SR 287  Opportunity School District; allow the General Assembly to authorize the establishment; provide 
for state intervention for failing schools -CA  
By:  Sen. Butch Miller (49th)    Through the Education Committee  

Final Bill Summary:   This constitutional amendment allows the legislature to establish the "Opportunity School 
District", a separate school district within the state to reconstitute failing schools. The ballot question asks: 
"Shall the Constitution of Georgia be amended to allow the state to intervene in chronically failing public 
schools in order to improve student performance?"    

     
 

 


