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2017 Session Military and Veterans Budget and Legislative Highlights 

Military Communities and Service Members  

Georgia has the 5th largest military population in the United States with an economic impact of almost 

$20 billion per year.  The Georgia House of Representatives Military Affairs Study Committee worked 

diligently during 2016 to identify best practices from other states that could be adapted to strengthen 

Georgia’s military sector.  During the 2017 Session, the General Assembly considered and adopted 

numerous legislative and fiscal priorities focused on improving the lives of active and retired service 

members living in Georgia, as well as securing and growing our military installations.  

 

FY 2018 Military and Veterans Budget Highlights 

 Provide $496,646 to the Georgia Department of Veterans Services to support four veteran 

benefits training officers and a coordinator position to support female veterans. 

 Provide $564,870 to the Georgia Bureau of Investigation for the Accountability Courts Grants 

Program to expand and create veterans’ courts. 

 Provide $445,145 to the Department of Education to provide school counselors to districts with 

a large concentration of military students. 

 Provide $100,000 to the Georgia Student Finance Commission for additional scholarships for the 

Georgia National Guard Scholarship program and utilize $163,000 in existing funds to increase 

the award amount for the Reserve Officers Training Corps Grant for Future Officers from $3,000 

to $4,000 per year. 

 Provide $150,000 to the Department of Community Affairs to provide military support in Cobb 

County. 

 Provide $454,909 to the Georgia Military College for the state share of maintenance costs and 

$275,895 for growth in training and experience at Georgia Military College Preparatory School.  

Provide $8,295,000 in bonds for the design, construction and rehabilitation of Historic Jenkins 

Hall.    

2017 Session – Military and Veterans Legislation Highlights 

 

HB 245 by Rep. Al Williams requires the Georgia Professional Standards Commission to implement a 

process allowing military spouses to qualify for temporary certificates, certificates by endorsement, or 

expedited certificates when moving to Georgia. 
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HB 322 by Rep. Bill Hitchens expands the service period for veterans who served on active duty in the 

United States Armed Forces or on active duty in a reserve component. The current service period is from 

January 31, 1955 to May 7, 1975; HB 322 extends it from January 31, 1955 to August 1, 1990. 

 

HR 462 by Rep. Dave Belton reaffirms the Georgia House of Representatives' commitment to 

strengthening the military installations located within the state. In an effort to maximize the military 

value of those installations, the House is rededicating itself to supporting our troops and their families 

by taking all prudent actions to improve their quality of life and empower them to contribute to our 

nation's defenses. 

 

HB 470 Rep. Shaw Blackmon allows the Department of Economic Development to administer a grant 

program to provide assistance to "military communities", defined as a county or municipality that has a 

military facility within its jurisdiction. The amount of the grant shall be determined by the department 

on a case-by-case basis with consideration of the grant goal being proposed and to the extent that it:  1) 

furthers the relationship between the military community and military installation/facilities; 2) furthers 

the military installation's economic development investment into the military community; or 3) assists in 

efforts to defend the success of a military installation from a federal review. The department shall also 

develop a set of criteria to ensure the credibility of the "community entity", a non-profit organization 

that works to benefit the military value of the military installations, which submits a grant application, 

and the potential success of the grant goal.  This includes:  1) the length of time the community entity 

has been active; 2) the types of projects the community entity has been engaged in; and 3) the status 

the community entity has developed over time with the military installation. The department shall 

submit any pending grant award to the Defense Community Economic Development Fund for final 

review. If the Georgia Defense Initiative ceases to exist, the requirements applied in this legislation shall 

not be applicable. The department shall make public the regulations necessary to implement this article 

and is authorized to charge and collect fees for administrative costs. 

 

This bill also provides that funds awarded by the Department of Economic Development shall not be 

utilized to contract, compensate, or reimburse a registered lobbyist, but may be utilized to reimburse or 

make payment for actual and reasonable expenses of a public official acting in such his or her official 

capacity for transportation, lodging, travel, food, beverages, or registration fees which are directly 

related to an approved grant goal. Additionally, the department shall submit any pending grant award to 

the Governor's Defense Initiative for final review, unless the Governor's Defense Initiative ceases to 

exist. The department shall promulgate rules and regulations necessary to implement the purposes of 

these provisions. 

 

HB 224 by Rep. Belton amends the 'Quality Basic Education Act' to allow military students to attend any 

school within their school system, provided space is available, beginning in the 2017-2018 school year. 

This legislation defines a "military student" as any student whose parent is a military service member 

who lives on or off a military base. Local boards of education shall develop a streamlined process to 

allow for smooth transitions between schools for military students. 
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HB 196 includes the original HB 209 by Rep. Lee Hawkins that amends 48-5-48, relating to homestead 

exemption by qualified disabled veterans, by allowing disabled veterans who receive a final 

determination of disability from the United States Department of Veterans Affairs containing a 

retroactive period of eligibility, or their surviving spouse or minor children, to receive a refund of up to 

three years of ad valorem taxes paid during the retroactive period. 

 

SB 108 by Sen. Larry Walker instructs the Department of Veterans Service to maintain a Women 

Veterans' Office. This office will conduct outreach to female veterans for the purpose of improving 

awareness of eligibility and conduct assessments of the specific needs of women veterans with respect 

to benefits and services. The Women Veterans' Office will also work to assist with recruiting and training 

women veterans to serve as mentors for veterans participating in the veterans' court divisions. 

 


