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2017 Session Budget and Legislative Highlights Impacting Law Enforcement 
 

 
Budget/Revenue Snapshot 

 Public safety agencies comprise 8%, or $2 billion, of the state’s FY 2018 budget. They will receive 

128 million, or 10%, of the new revenue for FY 2018. 

 

AFY 2017 and FY 2018 Budget Highlights Impacting Law Enforcement Officers 

 The AFY 17 and FY 18 budgets included a combined $79 million to provide a 20% pay raise for 

state-level law enforcement officers as well as a salary adjustment for criminal investigators and 

canine officers. This raise was predicated on a need to reinvest in officers employed by the state 

after years of stagnant salaries and heavy turnover throughout the recession. The increase 

impacts officers and criminal investigators in 16 state agencies including the Department of 

Public Safety, the Department of Community Supervision, the Department of Natural Resources, 

and the Georgia Bureau of Investigation.  

 The Amended FY 2017 budget appropriates $23.5 million for 612 new vehicles for public safety 

agencies to replace high mileage vehicles or add new vehicles to meet workload needs.  

 In addition to law enforcement raises, the FY18 budget also includes $2.6 million in the form of 

public safety training instructors for satellite academies, curriculum specialists, online training 

courses, and crisis intervention trainers to support and adequately train state and local law 

enforcement officers for the challenges faced by modern police forces.  

 HB 44 includes an additional $2.6 million to support our forensic pathologists and scientists at 

the Georgia Bureau of Investigation. These funds will create a new forensic pathology fellowship 

program to develop Georgia’s future forensic pathology workforce and hire new DNA scientists 

to reduce the backlog for sexual assault and rape kits per SB 304 (2016 Session). This 

appropriation also includes a salary increase for medical examiners to ensure Georgia retains 

the most qualified professionals.  

 

2017 Session - Law Enforcement Legislative Highlights 

 House Bill 280 by Chairman Mandi Ballinger has been called the “Campus Carry” bill. It allows 

licensed gun owners to carry their firearms on their person in a concealed manner in classrooms 

on college campuses. Exceptions to areas authorized include faculty and administrative offices, 

rooms where disciplinary hearings are held, classrooms housing high school students 
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participating in dual enrollment or part of the “Move on When Ready Act”, and child care 

centers. Also off limits to these license holders are athletic events and student housing including 

dorms, sorority and fraternity houses.  

 House Bill 452 by Representative Jesse Petrea has two parts. The first is a requirement that the 

Georgia Bureau of Investigation post on its website the information of any criminal alien who is 

being released into Georgia from Federal custody. They must also notify the Georgia Sheriffs’ 

Association within 12 hours of receiving such information. 

The second part of this legislation is the “Protect Georgia Act”. The Act creates the offense of 

domestic terrorism. 

o Domestic terrorism is any felony offense or attempt to commit a felony intended to 

cause serious bodily harm, kill, or disable or destroy critical infrastructure, which is 

intended to intimidate the civilian population or coerce the policy of the government. 

The bill establishes various punishments for different outcomes of terroristic activity. 

  The punishment for domestic terrorism where a death occurs is death or 

imprisonment for life.   

 The punishment for domestic terrorism where a kidnapping occurs is 

imprisonment for no less than 15, nor more than 35 years or imprisonment for 

life.  

 The punishment for domestic terrorism where serious bodily harm occurs is 

imprisonment for no less than 15, nor more than 35 years.   

 The punishment for domestic terrorism where critical infrastructure is disabled 

or destroyed is imprisonment for no less than 5, nor more than 35 years.   

 Any punishment for domestic terrorism shall not be suspended, stayed, 

probated or differed unless, in the court's discretion and with 

agreement of the prosecution and the defense, the sentence is 

suspended, stayed, probated or differed.  

o This legislation also updates the definition of bacteriological weapon and biological 

weapon.   

o HB 452 directs the Georgia Peace Officer Standards and Training Council and the 

Georgia Public Safety Training Center to establish guidelines and procedures for the 

purpose of identifying and combating domestic terrorism. 

 

 Senate Bill 18 by Chairman Tyler Harper allows retired law enforcement officers with an 

aggregate of 10 years of service, separated in good standing, and possessing a law enforcement 

identification card from the Georgia Peace Officer Standards and Training Council (POST) to 

carry anywhere in this state. The bill also allows retirees who left under honorable conditions to 

retain their badge and weapon upon retirement as part of their compensation. This provision 

applies to all retired law enforcement personnel who are POST-certified and served in Georgia 

or another state's entity. 


