
 
 

   
1 | P a g e  

 
            Prepared by:  Patrick Love 

April 17, 2018 

 
 

 
House Budget and Research Office 

COVERDELL LEGISLATIVE OFFICE BUILDING, ROOM 412 
ATLANTA, GEORGIA  30334 

         404-656-5050     MARTHA R. WIGTON 
DIRECTOR 

 

Defense and Veterans: 

 Budget and Legislative Highlights 2018 Session 

 

Budget Highlights 

 The FY 2019 budget provides $278,468 to establish a veterans’ field service office in Columbia County 

and expand existing veterans’ field service offices in Fulton and Columbus-Muscogee Counties. This is in 

addition to $578,990 in one-time funds for patient care equipment at the Georgia War Veterans Nursing 

Home in Milledgeville provided in Amended FY 2018. 

 The FY 2019 budget includes $4.4 million for the Georgia Cyber Innovation and Training Center at 

Augusta University. These funds will allow the center to hire staff and cover operating expenses for the 

center whose mission is to support the Fort Gordon Cyber Center of Excellence with a well-trained 

workforce that will maintain the cyber security of the United States. One-time funds in the amount of 

$1.1 million were included in the Amended FY 2018 budget for furniture and equipment. 

 HB 684 allocates $2 million from the Governor’s Office of Workforce Development to the Governor’s 

Defense Initiative. In addition, the budget instructs the OneGeorgia Authority to use $250,000 in existing 

funds for the Defense Community Economic Development fund per HB 470 (2017 Session) in both 

Amended FY 2018 and FY 2019 budgets. 

 Within higher education, $750,000 is provided to the Georgia Student Finance Commission to expand 

the Service Cancelable Loan Program for National Guard members to include graduate degrees; 

$450,000 to Georgia Military College to meet the employer share of the Teachers Retirement System as 

well as $5.9 million in bonds for equipment, furniture, renovation, and construction of historic Jenkins 

Hall; and $13.2 million in bonds to the University of North Georgia, one the nation’s six Senior Military 

Colleges, for various projects. 

Legislation 

HB 287 by Rep. Tom Kirby (114th) expands the eligibility of family members of service members killed in action 

for free Gold Star license plates which honors those individuals. 

HB 309 by Rep. Timothy Barr (103rd) ensures that activities undertaken by the Georgia National Guard or 

organized militia for federal training or duty are exempt or provided with exceptions from liability related to 

those activities. 
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HB 332 by Rep. Sam Watson (172nd) creates the Georgia Outdoor Stewardship Trust Fund and dedicates up to 

half of the sales and use tax collected on outdoor recreation equipment establishments to the fund. Among the 

fund’s approved conservation uses is the acquisition of land around military bases to provide the military with 

additional space to prevent encroachment on their installations and to prevent interruption of their missions. 

HB 422 by Rep. Bill Hitchens (161st) allows the Veterans Service Board to establish a non-profit corporation for 

the purpose of seeking and distributing additional resources for the Department of Veterans Service. 

HB 699 by Rep. Dave Belton (112th) allows for military firefighter training to be accepted as a substitute for basic 

firefighter training courses for full-time, part-time, and volunteer firefighting units throughout the state. 

HB 700 by Rep. Dave Belton (112th) expands the Georgia Student Finance Commission’s Service Cancelable Loan 

program so that members of the Georgia National Guard may receive loan assistance for graduate degree 

programs. 

HB 718 by Rep. Sandra Scott (76th) allows students whose parent(s) are or ever have served in the United States 

military, reserves, or National Guard to receive an excused absence for attending events related to their parent’s 

military service.   

HB 739 by Rep. Al Williams (168th) amends Georgia Code to rename a section the “Tracy Rainy Act”. This act 

requires the Georgia Professional Standards Commission to implement a process which allows military spouses 

to qualify for temporary certificates, certificates by endorsement, or expedited certificates when moving to 

Georgia.  

HB 749 by Rep. Shaw Blackmon (146th) provides that state income tax exemptions provided for income received 

due to military retirement applies to that income when it is received by a surviving member family member of a 

deceased veteran. 

HB 840 by Rep. Bill Hitchens (161st) provides an exemption from penalties related to taxes for members of the 

U.S. armed forces who accrued the penalties while deployed in a combat zone. 

HB 843 by Rep. Jason Shaw (176th) provides that businesses near military installations may qualify for tax credits 

designated for less developed areas throughout the state. 

SB 82 by Sen. Lester Jackson (2nd), carried by Rep. Shaw Blackmon (146th) in the House, allows for students to 

meet the residency requirements for HOPE scholarships and grants if they are a member of the Georgia National 

Guard or the United States military reserves located in Georgia.  

SB 395 by Sen. Ben Watson (1st), carried by Rep. Dave Belton (112th) in the House, creates the Georgia Joint 

Defense Commission whose goals are to advise the governor and the General Assembly on defense and military 

issues within the state and nation; make recommendations regarding policies and plans to support the long-

term viability and development of the military; develop methods to assist defense-dependent communities in 

the design and execution of programs that enhance each community's relationship with military installations 

and defense-related business; serve as a task force to seek advice on and prepare for potential base realignment 

or closure of military installations in the state; develop and implement a strategic plan to navigate potential base 
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realignment or closure of military installations studies and proceedings; and produce and distribute a detailed 

annual report regarding the status of the state's military installations. The Technical College System of Georgia 

will provide the administrative support staff for the commission. 

SB 395 also pertains to the Defense Community Economic Development Grant program, which is administered 

by the Workforce Development Division of the Technical College System of Georgia subject to appropriations. 

The consideration for this grant will be based upon the furthering of the relationship between the military 

community and military installation, and the furthering of the military installation's economic development 

investment into the military community. 


