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Education Budget and Legislative Highlights 

2018 Session 
Education Budget 

 The FY 2019 budget includes an increased revenue estimate of $1.2 billion, of which 43 percent 
of new revenue is budgeted to fully fund K-12 education.  When combined with higher education, 
67 percent of all new revenue went to education. 

 HB 684 provides $166,769,846 to school systems to restore remaining austerity reductions and 
fully fund the Quality Basic Education (QBE) formula.  More than $1.14 billion has been restored 
to school systems since FY 2015. 

 The FY 2019 budget includes $112.3 million for the Department of Education (DOE) to provide for 
enrollment growth for an additional 4,460 students and training and experience for an additional 
1,843 teachers statewide. The budget also includes $4.8 million for growth in charter system 
grants and State Commission Charter School supplements. Funds for Equalization grants are also 
increased by $30.7 million bringing the total amount of funding to $615.3 million. Funding for 
school nurses is also restored. 

 School systems will receive an additional $290 million for Teachers Retirement System (TRS) 
annual required contribution rate increases. When funding for higher education is included, the 
total new state fund investment in TRS for FY 2019 is $361.7 million. These funds will support 
117,957 retired and 218,193 active members. 

 HB 684 creates the Pupil Transportation program under the DOE to provide transparency in 
funding and to assist local school systems in their efforts to provide safe and efficient 
transportation for students to and from school and school-related activities.  In addition to the 
regular pupil transportation formula earnings, HB 694 includes an addition of $930,377 to the 
pupil transportation formula to reflect a per student increase based on new enrollment.  The FY 
2019 budget also includes $15 million in bonds for school bus replacement. When combined 
with the $15.75 million in cash provided in the Amended FY 2018 budget, funds are sufficient to 
purchase nearly 400 new school buses statewide. The budget also includes $1.25 million in the 
bond package to incentivize the purchase of 100 alternative fuel school buses. 

 The FY 2019 budget includes $1.6 million for student mental health awareness training, 
including response and intervention training to schools and communities for students in pre-
school through grade 12.   The awareness training will work together with the Positive 
Behavioral Interventions and Supports (PBIS) program that is already implemented in 1,200 
schools across Georgia.  

 HB 684 includes $225,000 for three Young Farmer positions in Polk County, Wilcox County, and 
Pataula Charter Academy and $100,000 for a statewide Young Farmer executive director 
position. 
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 The budget creates a new Chief Turnaround Officer program to work with schools, districts, 
parents, and community stakeholders to support those Georgia schools that are identified as 
needing the most assistance.  HB 684 reflects $1 million in existing funds for this new program 
as well as $266,371 for two transformation specialists and $700,000 in existing funds for five 
district effectiveness specialists.  This program also includes $227,570 for the Turnaround 
Schools Rural Character Education Grant for soft skills training and character education 
development as recommended by the House Rural Development Council. 

 HB 684 includes $436,000 to staff a mobile audiology unit, including an audiologist, speech 
pathologist, and resource coordinator to provide audiology care to children in rural Georgia and 
connect them with community resources. The bond package includes $385,000 to purchase the 
mobile audiology unit and equipment needed to implement this initiative. 

 The FY 2019 budget directs the Department of Early Care and Learning to utilize increased grant 
funds available in the Governor’s Office of Student Achievement for birth to five 
literacy/numeracy in rural centers located in the lowest performing K-12 school systems – 
another focus of the House Rural Development Council. 

 HB 684 includes $1.5 million in the Governor’s Office of Student Achievement to implement a 
statewide leadership academy for principals per HB 338 (2017 Session). The add builds upon the 
$400,000 provided in the Amended FY 2018 budget to ensure that leadership training can 
commence in the summer 2018.  

 The final version of the FY 2019 budget includes $750,000 to provide one non-STEM AP exam for 
low-income students. Funding in the budget is currently provided for one STEM AP exam for all 
students. 

 One quarter, or $305 million, of the state’s FY 2019 bond package is dedicated to K-12 
education. This includes $259.5 million for new construction projects as well as addition, 
renovation and modification projects for 77 local school systems. HB 684 also provides $16 
million to fund school security grants; $1.1 million for facility repairs and improvements at the 
state schools; $12.2 million in new and redirected bonds for agriculture and technical education 
equipment; and $2.2 million for improvements needed at the FFA/FCCLA Center and Camp John 
Hope. 

Education Legislation 

 HB 217 Rep. John Carson (46th) - relates to the qualified education tax credit, adjusts the tax 
credit cap for 2018 to $58 million, for 2019 through 2028 to $100 million, and for 2029 and all 
subsequent tax years to $58 million. Donors to student scholarship organizations (SSO) must be 
pre-approved by the department before making a qualifying tax credit donation, and SSOs must 
file an annual report with the department showing all fees or assessments retained by the 
student organization.  

House Bill 217 requires a certain amount of donations to be used for student scholarship tuition 
and grants. All SSOs must be audited by an independent certified public accountant within 120 
days after the calendar year, and the auditor must file a report of the performance of the tax 
credit to the House Ways and Means and Senate Finance Committees. Student scholarship 
organizations must report to the department the number and dollar value of individual and 
corporate tax credit contributions approved and the number and dollar value of scholarships 
awarded to students whose family income falls within a range of the federal poverty level. The 
department shall post this information on its website.  
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House Bill 217 grants a sales tax exemption for non-commercial written materials or mailings for 
qualifying organizations. The exemption begins July 1, 2018 and sunsets July 1, 2021. 

 HB 494 Rep. Katie Dempsey (13th) - allows hearsay evidence during preliminary hearings when 
determining if emergency placement of monitors and emergency closures are appropriate or 
needed at an early care program. HB 494 replaces the current requirement for fingerprint 
background checks for employees of early care and education programs by requiring a 
comprehensive records check in addition to a fingerprint background check. A "comprehensive 
records check" is defined in this legislation as a Federal Bureau of Investigation fingerprint 
check, a search of the National Crime Information Center's National Sex Offender Registry and a 
required search of other state level criminal and sex offender registries or repositories. This 
legislation also provides that comprehensive record checks are no longer valid after an 
individual has been separated from employment for more than 180 consecutive days at an early 
care program. 

 HB 718 Rep. Sandra Scott (76th) - allows schools to grant excused absences, up to five per year 
for a maximum of two years, for students who attend a military affairs sponsored event. 
Students who wish to attend a military affairs sponsored event and receive an excused absence 
must provide documentation to the school system prior to the absence from a provider of care 
at or sponsored by a medical facility of the United States Department of Veterans Affairs or an 
event sponsored by a corporation exempt from taxation.    

 HB 739 Rep. Al Williams (168th) - specifies the Code section (O.C.G.A. 20-2-200.2) shall be 
known as the 'Tracy Rainey Act.' O.C.G.A. 20-2-200.2 was created by HB 245 (2017 Session) and 
required the Georgia Professional Standards Commission to implement a process allowing 
military spouses to qualify for temporary certificates, certificates by endorsement, or expedited 
certificates when moving to Georgia. 

 HB 740 Rep. Randy Nix (69th) - requires schools to provide a multi-tiered system of supports, 
such as response to intervention, prior to the suspension or expulsion of a student in K - Grade 3 
unless such student possessed a weapon, drug, other dangerous instrument, or the physical 
safety of others is at risk. 

 HB 763 Rep. Randy Nix (69th) - amends student attendance protocol committees by expanding 
their purview to include reviewing and recommending policies relating to school climate. This 
legislation revises the name to the Student Attendance and School Climate Committee to 
accurately reflect its revised purpose. 

This legislation also requires every public and private school to prepare a school safety plan and 
conduct drills with students, teachers, and other personnel based on the safety plans to help 
curb the growing incidence of violence in schools. HB 763 also provides methods for public 
schools to request funding assistance for school security upgrades, including, but not limited to: 
video surveillance cameras, metal detectors, alarms, communications systems, building access 
controls, and other similar security devices.    

 HB 787 Rep. Scott Hilton (95th) - allows state charter schools, in addition to local school 
systems, to receive services provided by regional education service agencies (RESAs).  

State charter schools currently receive a supplement, in addition to state funds, to account for 
the lack of local funding and HB 787 revises the local funding supplement for state chartered 
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special schools. State chartered special schools will receive the statewide average amount of 
total revenues less federal and state revenues, other than equalization grants; however, if state 
chartered special schools draw students from the attendance zone of local school systems and 
those school systems have a local supplement less than the statewide average, the local 
supplement for the state chartered special school will be determined by the greater of: the 
average local supplement for the local school systems for which the state chartered special 
school draws students; or the average local supplement of the lowest five school systems in the 
state. 

This legislation also provides a mechanism for "forward funding" charter schools to cover the 
cost of exceptional enrollment growth. 

HB 787 creates a grant program for the purposes of replicating high-performing charter schools. 
Grants are subject to appropriations and shall be primarily for charter schools in rural areas, 
charter schools that primarily serve students with special needs, and charter schools that serve 
educationally disadvantaged students. 

The bill requires the Department of Audits and Accounts to provide an annual report on certain 
charter schools to the State Board of Education, the governor, the speaker of the House of 
Representatives, and the lieutenant governor by December 1 of each year. 
HB 787 also creates a needs-based financial aid program for economically disadvantaged 
students to attend an institution of the university system. 

 HB 844 Rep. Penny Houston (170th) - renames the "Georgia Commission on Hearing Impaired 
and Deaf Persons" the "Georgia Commission for Deaf or Hard of Hearing". This legislation 
expands the commission from seven to 10 members and requires: one member be deaf or hard 
of hearing whose primary language is American Sign Language; one member be deaf or hard of 
hearing whose primary languages are Spoken English and American Sign Language; one member 
who is deaf-blind; and one member who is deaf or hard of hearing whose primary language is 
Spoken English. 

HB 844 also creates a multi-agency task force within the commission to make recommendations 
to the General Assembly and the governor for improvements to the state-wide system of 
developmental and educational services for children from birth to third grade who are deaf or 
hard of hearing. This legislation requires the taskforce to work with stakeholders at the 
Department of Public Health, the Department of Early Care and Learning, and the Department 
of Education to ensure a seamless, integrated system of care from birth to literacy for children 
who are deaf or hard of hearing.  

 HB 852 Rep. Michael Smith (41st) - gives local boards of education the option to allow students 
to continue attending the public school in which the student spent more than half a school year 
if the student moves into a different attendance zone within the same school system. This 
legislation does not apply to students with chronic disciplinary problems and requires the 
parents or guardians to provide transportation. 

 HB 853 Rep. Katie Dempsey (13th) - amends the authorization of local school systems to charge 
non-resident student tuition or fees by expanding the list excluding certain types of students 
from tuition charges. This legislation includes a provision that a child who is placed in a 
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psychiatric residential treatment facility by his or her legal guardian pursuant to a physician's 
order cannot be charged tuition or fees.   

 HR 898/HR 1162 Rep. Brooks Coleman (97th) - creates a Study Committee on the Establishment 
of a State Accreditation Process to determine if a state accreditation entity should be created in 
Georgia for the purpose of accrediting primary and secondary public schools or local school 
systems.    

 HR 1017 Rep. John Corbett (174th) - encourages all schools, local educational agencies, and the 
Georgia Department of Education to recognize the profound educational impact students with 
dyslexia experience and work toward early diagnosis and implementation of remedial 
interventions for dyslexic students.   

 HR 1036 Rep. Dar’shun Kendrick (93rd) - urges the State of Georgia to fund a public awareness 
campaign in support of computer science education. This resolution states the high demand for 
computer science skills in Georgia and lists the average wage earnings for computing 
occupations which are significantly higher than the state average salary. HR 1036 urges a 
comprehensive statewide campaign including a summit, counselor and administrator 
awareness, and enhancing awareness for curriculum options for students to encourage students 
to enter computer science careers.    

 SB 330 Sen. John Wilkinson (50th) - requires agricultural education programs in Georgia to be 
based on a nationally recognized three-component model of school-based agricultural 
education for grades six through 12.  DOE will develop the curriculum and standards for the 
program with input from agricultural education teachers. This legislation also authorizes the 
DOE to establish an agricultural education pilot program for elementary agricultural education 
to determine whether such a program is suitable for statewide implementation. 

 SB 362 Sen. Lindsey Tippins (37th) - requires the State BOE to establish an innovative 
assessment pilot program beginning in the 2018-2019 School Year. The innovative assessment 
pilot program will be open to 10 school systems for a span of three to five years. These systems 
will examine one or more alternative assessment systems which focus on formative assessments 
that provide real-time feedback to identify areas of student mastery and deficiency throughout 
the school year and allow adjustments to teaching as learning progresses. Participating systems 
will be able to waive some of the summative assessment requirements while implementing 
formative assessments. 

 SB 401 Sen. Lindsey Tippins (37th) - amends statute relating to dual credit courses by requiring 
participating postsecondary institutions to provide enrollment and student record data to the 
Office of Student Achievement and to the state-wide longitudinal data system. This legislation 
also requires individual graduation plans to account for a student's career-oriented aptitudes as 
well as career interests and academic skills by the end of eighth grade. To further the guidance 
of students in academic, career, social, and emotional development by school counselors, the 
Department of Education shall review each school counselor's role, workload, and program 
service delivery and report such findings to the State Board of Education and the General 
Assembly by December 31, 2018. 


