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Motor Vehicles and Transportation: 

Budget and Legislative Highlights 2018 Session 

 

Motor Vehicle Tags and Titles 

Several bills were adopted during the 2018 session that create new car tags or amend provisions relating 

to existing license plates. Other legislation addressed the Department of Revenue’s new electronic filing 

system for titling.   

 House Bill 671 by Rep. Emory Dunahoo (30th) creates a special license plate promoting the 

conservation and protection of the official insect of this state, the honey bee. A portion of the 

proceeds raised by the sale of this plate shall be disbursed to the Georgia Beekeepers Association. In 

addition, HB 671 changes the manufactured date of a motor vehicle to apply for an authentic 

historical Georgia license plate from 1970 to 1989.   

 House Bill 695 by Rep. James Epps (144th) creates a special license plate to honor Georgia's working 

forests and the benefits they provide.  A portion of the proceeds from the sale of each plate shall go 

to the Georgia Forestry Foundation.  The bill also clarifies that funds raised by the sale of the special 

license plate for the dog and cat reproductive sterilization support program of the Department of 

Agriculture shall be deposited into a special fund to support the sterilization program rather than 

the state’s general fund.  In addition, this legislation authorizes the commissioner of the Department 

of Revenue to grant a waiver so that standard Georgia license plates may be issued for government 

vehicles if it is determined that it is in the best interest of public safety, public welfare, or efficient 

administration.   

 House Bill 761 by Jason Ridley (6th) allows automobile dealers, who sell no more than 10 vehicles 

per month on average, to file for a waiver from the electronic filing requirement of an application 

for a certificate of title from the Department of Revenue.  In addition, the bill allows those who buy 

a car in a county other than where they reside to apply for a title in the county where the car dealer 

is located. 

 House Bill 784 by Rep. Matt Dubnik (29th) creates a specialty license plate to promote the 

conservation and enhancement of waterfowl populations and their habitats.  A portion of the 

proceeds from the sale of this plate goes to the Wildlife Resources Division of the Department of 

Natural Resources. 
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 House Bill 815 by Rep. Chuck Martin (49th) amends the provisions relating to the special license 

plates honoring Georgia Masonic Charities to allow a portion of the proceeds to be disbursed to the 

Georgia Masonic Charities Foundation, Inc. 

 

 House Bill 898 by Rep. Alan Powell (32nd) clarifies the law as it relates to eligibility for the special 

license plates for firefighters.  It allows a plate for all firefighters rather than only those who are 

certified, as is current law.  In the event a firefighter is terminated for cause, the bill provides they 

have 14 days to return the plate to the county tag office from which it was obtained. Finally, HB 898 

updates the law as it relates to the registration of a vehicle fleet to comply with the Department of 

Revenue's new electronic registration system.  It reduces the number of vehicles that constitutes a 

fleet from 1,000 to 100 vehicles. HB 673 is the 'Hands-Free Georgia Act'. This bill prohibits an 

individual from physically holding or supporting a wireless telecommunication device or a stand-

alone electronic device or reaching for devices in such a way that the driver is no longer seated in a 

driving position while operating a motor vehicle. The prohibition does not apply to:  voice to text 

communications; the use of devices for the purpose of navigation with a GPS system; and dash 

camera video recording devices that record the front and rear of the vehicle.  

 

Violating this provision is punished as a misdemeanor with a fine of $50 for the first offense, $100 

for the second, and $150 for all subsequent offenses. Moreover, a 1-point deduction on the 

offender's driver's license is assessed on the first violation of this statute. A second offense results in 

a 2-point assessment, a third or subsequent violation results in a 3-point assessment.  

 

The prohibited conduct shall not apply while reporting a traffic accident, an emergency situation, or 

a hazardous road condition.  Moreover, the prohibited conduct shall not apply to a utility service 

provider operating within the scope of their employment, or law enforcement and first responders, 

or if the vehicle is lawfully parked. 

 

In addition, on the first offense of distracted driving, an offender can present a hands-free device to 

the court and be waived of fines and point deductions. 

 

Public Safety 

 

 House Bill 673 by Rep. John Carson (46th) is the 'Hands-Free Georgia Act'. This bill prohibits an 

individual from physically holding or supporting a wireless telecommunication device or a stand-

alone electronic device or reaching for devices in such a way that the driver is no longer seated in a 

driving position while operating a motor vehicle. The prohibition does not apply to:  voice to text 

communications; the use of devices for the purpose of navigation with a GPS system; and dash 

camera video recording devices that record the front and rear of the vehicle.  

 

Violating this provision is punished as a misdemeanor with a fine of $50 for the first offense, $100 

for the second, and $150 for all subsequent offenses. Moreover, a 1-point deduction on the 



      Prepared by:  Abby Day 
                                                                                                   April 27, 2018 

                                                                                                Page 3 of 5 
 

offender's driver's license is assessed on the first violation of this statute. A second offense results in 

a 2-point assessment, a third or subsequent violation results in a 3-point assessment.  

 

The prohibited conduct shall not apply while reporting a traffic accident, an emergency situation, or 

a hazardous road condition.  Moreover, the prohibited conduct shall not apply to a utility service 

provider operating within the scope of their employment, or law enforcement and first responders, 

or if the vehicle is lawfully parked. 

 

In addition, on the first offense of distracted driving, an offender can present a hands-free device to 

the court and be waived of fines and point deductions. 

 

 House Bill 978 by Rep. Chad Nimmer (178th) amends the Code relating to school buses to make it 

lawful for drivers who meet or pass school buses on a highway with separate roadways or a divided 

highway, including but not limited to, a highway divided by a turn lane. The bill also allows for the 

use cameras on school buses to be operated, maintained, or leased to a law enforcement agency 

and for the recorded images to be reviewed by the agent who provides this service to law 

enforcement. The bill provides that monetary civil fines paid for violations be $250. A person who 

receives a citation in the mail has 30 business days from the mailing to inspect the information 

collected by the recording device and may request a court date or pay the fine. Should the person 

fail to appear or pay the fine, notice will be sent to the registered owner of the vehicle as well as the 

Department of Revenue. If within 30 days the fine is still outstanding, the motor vehicle registration 

will not be renewed and any title transfer within this state will be prohibited. 

 

Transportation  

 House Bill 150 by Rep. Alan Powell (32nd) allows the State Road and Tollway Authority to garnish 

income tax refunds in order to offset the debt owed by toll violators who have not responded to 

attempts by the authority to collect toll payments.  The legislation also extends the use of the 

Consumer Price Index (CPI) for indexing the excise rate on motor fuels to July 1, 2022. 

 

 House Bill 930 by Rep. Kevin Tanner (9th) provides for a new regional governance and funding 

structure for transit in Atlanta. The Metro Atlanta region is defined as the 13 county non-attainment 

area. Counties included are: Cherokee, Clayton, Coweta, Cobb, DeKalb, Douglas, Fayette, Forsyth, 

Fulton, Gwinnett, Henry, Paulding and Rockdale. The bill creates the Atlanta-region Transit Link 

Authority (the ‘ATL’) which will be the entity to ensure coordinated planning and funding of transit 

across the Atlanta Metro.  

 

Governance and Responsibilities: 

The ATL will be governed by a 16-member board as follows: 

o Ten members will represent each of the 10 transit districts which span 13 counties and will 

be chosen by a combination of county commission chairs, a caucus of local legislative 

delegations, and one mayor chosen by a caucus of mayors within each district; 

o Chair chosen by the governor; 
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o Two appointed by speaker of the House; 

o Two appointed by lieutenant governor; 

o And the commissioner of the Department of Transportation who will serve as the non-

voting ex-officio. 

The ATL is responsible for developing the Regional Transit Plan. This plan would design future transit 

for the region and would identify and prioritize the projects and initiatives required to achieve 

optimal regional transit. The plan must be developed in collaboration with metropolitan planning 

organizations. Regional stakeholders, including local governments, are permitted to submit requests 

to the ATL for amendments to the plan based on changing conditions. 

Funding: 

The ATL, upon receiving federal designated recipient status, will be the sole recipient of federal 

transit funding in the region. The ATL will assume the transit operations of GRTA by July 1, 2021. 

Counties within the ATL may raise additional sales tax up to 1% for up to 30 years. Non-attainment 

counties who choose to do so may partner with neighboring counties to adopt a transit SPLOST.  

 

Metropolitan Atlanta Rapid Transit Authority (MARTA) will retain their current operational and 

funding autonomy. MARTA will continue to have control over its existing revenues and funding 

sources and will be the sole provider of passenger heavy rail in the region. Unified branding 

developed by the ATL will be used across the region and providers including on MARTA. The 

rebranding of MARTA is required by January 1, 2023. 

SPLOST for ATL Counties: 

Any county that seeks to implement a transit SPLOST must notify the mayor or chief elected official 

in each municipality of the date and time for a meeting at which the governing authorities of the 

county will discuss possible transit projects for inclusion in the referendum, and the proposed tax 

rate which may be in increments of .05% and no more than 1%. The county must also confirm that 

no regional TSPLOST referendum has been called. If the majority of counties within the region have 

elected to put the regional tax on the ballot, that election must be decided before the call of the 

transit SPLOST. The two questions cannot be on the same ballot. These projects must be selected 

from the Regional Transit Plan and in agreement with the ATL.  

Following the meeting, and execution of any required intergovernmental agreements, a referendum 

shall be held to allow voters to approve or vote down the proposed projects and tax rate. The 

referenda must identify the projects, the approximate costs, the operators and the period of time 

(in years) for which the tax will be imposed. That period may not exceed 30 years. If the referendum 

is successful, the tax shall be imposed on the first day of the next succeeding calendar quarter which 

begins more than 80 days after the referendum date. All proceeds will be collected and kept in a 

separate account.  

 

All revenue will be used exclusively on transit projects identified in the Regional Transit Plan (except 

that 1% of the amount collected will be paid into the state general fund). Annual reporting of costs 



      Prepared by:  Abby Day 
                                                                                                   April 27, 2018 

                                                                                                Page 5 of 5 
 

and expenditures on projects in progress is a requirement. This report will be published in the 

newspaper. Counties may hold a referendum for continuation of the tax prior to its expiration.  

 

Any two or more neighboring counties outside the ATL may adopt transit SPLOST by following the 

same meeting procedures in the bill. These two (or more) counties must inter into an 

intergovernmental agreement prior to the vote and the projects must be included in the agreement. 

This project list is not from the regional plan and doesn’t involve the ATL.  

Transportation Budget Highlights 

 HB 683 includes an infusion of $25.9 million in state general funds for the Department of 

Transportation to extend runways in 13 counties to safely handle larger aircraft and spur economic 

development and business investment in rural areas. Runway extension funding is included for the 

following counties:  Burke, Colquitt, Cook, Coweta, Evans, Macon, Morgan, Newton, Polk, Screven, 

Seminole, Washington, and Wilkes.  

 While motor fuel funding remains level at $1.8 billion in the Amended FY 2018 budget, the Traffic 

Management and Control Program will receive an infusion of $5 million for managed lane 

operations and HERO expansion for the Northwest Corridor. The Data Collection, Compliance and 

Reporting Program and the Planning Program will receive a combined $1.5 million to match federal 

funds for planning and data collection requirements. Funds were available for redirection based on 

savings associated with GARVEE refinancing and projected expenditures in administration 

 The FY 2019 budget recognizes $1.83 billion in motor fuel funds in the Department of 

Transportation, an increase of $31.6 million over the original FY 2018, to continue capital 

construction projects, as well as local maintenance and improvements.   

 Nearly $250 million, or 21% of the bond package, is dedicated to transportation and infrastructure 

funding, including: $100 million for the fourth year of funding for the repair, replacement, and 

renovation of bridges; $12.5 million for rehabilitation and improvements on state-owned rail; $100 

million to the State Road and Tollway Authority to fund transit needs across the state; and $35 

million to match federal funds and continue the Savannah Harbor deepening project. 

 


