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HB 29  Skidaway Island, City of; compliance with constitutional requirements; provide  
By:  Rep. Jesse Petrea (166th)    Through the Governmental Affairs Committee  

Final Bill Summary:   House Bill 29 amends the act to incorporate the city of Skidaway Island by providing for 
two homestead exemptions. The first provides for a $12,000 city tax exemption from the assessed value of the 
home for each resident. The second provides a homestead exemption, which has the effect of a valuation 
freeze, for each resident of the city. Lastly, the bill states the election superintendent of Chatham County shall 
call a special election on the third Tuesday in March 2019 in order to approve the exemptions and incorporate 
the city within Chatham County.    

     
  

HB 30  Supplemental appropriations; State Fiscal Year July 1, 2018 - June 30, 2019  
By:  Rep. David Ralston (7th)    Through the Appropriations Committee  

Final Bill Summary:   The Amended Fiscal Year 2019 budget recognizes $435.7 million in additional revenue 
for a 1.6% increase over the FY 2019 budget passed during the 2018 Special Session. This brings the total 
appropriation for Amended FY 2019 to $26.9 billion.  The bill, tracking sheet and highlights may be found on 
the House Budget and Research Office website: http://www.house.ga.gov/budget.    

     
  

HB 31  General appropriations; State Fiscal Year July 1, 2019 - June 30, 2020  
By:  Rep. David Ralston (7th)    Through the Appropriations Committee  

Final Bill Summary:   House Bill 31, the Fiscal Year 2020 budget, is set by a revenue estimate of $27.5 billion, 
an increase of $1 billion or 3.95% over the FY 2019 original budget. All education agencies receive 55% of 
available funds, followed by 22% budgeted for health and human services agencies, 8% for public safety 
activities and the remaining 15% for economic development and general government agencies.  The bill and 
tracking sheet may be found on the House Budget and Research Office website: 
http://www.house.ga.gov/budget.    

     
  

HB 186  Health; sale or lease of a hospital by a hospital authority; revise provisions  
By:  Rep. Ron Stephens (164th)    Through the Governmental Affairs Committee  

Final Bill Summary:   House Bill 186 revises Certificate of Need (CON) provisions, extends the Rural Hospital 
Tax Credit and creates the Office of Health Strategy and Coordination. For CON, HB 186 increases the capital 
threshold to $10 million for new, expanded, or relocated clinical facilities and removes the requirement for 
CON approval for non-clinical space upgrades and renovations. It expands the definition of "health care 
facility" to include freestanding emergency departments and facilities not located on a hospital's primary 
campus. "Primary campus" is the building where the bulk of inpatient beds are operating and any facilities 
within 1,000 yards of it. "Remote hospital location" is a new or acquired facility or organization that is under 
the administrative and operational control of a main provider. CON application fees for a health care facility in 
a rural county are waived; however, no new, modified, or converted CON will be issued to an applicant with 
outstanding payments owed to the state until the payments have been resolved.  
 
It allows for the conversion and application of CON without opposition or appeal for a destination cancer 
hospital to become a "general cancer hospital," which is defined as a destination cancer hospital in existence 
prior to January 1, 2019 that provides inpatient and outpatient treatment for cancer and co-morbid illnesses; it 
includes general cancer hospital within the definition and requirements of "hospital" for the purposes of CON. 
 
Appeals to a CON application are allowed by parties that: have a similar service application in the same 
batching cycle; or offer similar services or have a primary service area within a 35-mile radius of the proposal. 
Hospitals and ambulatory surgery centers (ASCs) are not required to have a CON for certain imaging and 
diagnostic equipment under $4 million, but the ASC physician must be present 75 percent of the time the 
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machine is in use. 
 
Letters of determination are approved within 60 days if the letter is without objection. Objections must be filed 
within 30 days of an entity providing DCH with notice of the activity. 
 
The bill requires the Department of Community Health (DCH) to prepare the state health plan by December 
1st of every calendar year and allows the department to seek recommendations from technical advisory 
committees for the plan. DCH is charged with reviewing, recommending the requirements and standardized 
reporting of indigent and charity care levels for each type of facility for accurate tracking and enforcement. 
Additional annual reporting and posting requirements for CON entities include: direct and emergency medical 
services transfers to a hospital or the emergency department; the number of rooms, beds, procedures and 
patients with demographics and payer source; patient's county of origin; and operational information, such as 
procedure types, volume and charges. The department and CON facilities will publish annual reports on their 
website, and DCH will also provide copies to certain leadership. 
 
Further disclosure and requirements for hospitals and hospital authority corporations, enforced by DCH and 
effective July 1, 2020, include: audited financial statements; audited Internal Revenue Service (IRS) Form 990 
with Schedule H, and for those hospitals that are not required to submit this form, one will be designed and 
provided by DCH; state-required annual questionnaire and financial survey; community benefit report; 
disproportionate share hospital survey; property holdings; ownership or interest in any partnership, 
corporation, joint venture, trust or captive insurance company; loans, bonds and debt information; ending fund 
balances of net assets for the hospital and each affiliate; cash reserves; going concerns; the legal organizational 
chart showing the relationship of the hospital to its parent corporation, subsidiaries, and affiliates; salaries and 
fringes as reported to the IRS Form 990; evidence of accreditation; and policies regarding the provisions for 
financial assistance and debt collection. Information or links to the information must be provided on the 
hospital's website and updated annually with a minimum two-year archive period. 
 
HB 186 states non-profit hospitals may not renew or hold any property for medical use rights. 
 
The Rural Hospital Tax Credit is extended to 2024 and requires DCH to create a manual with the criteria to 
qualify and submit for the credit, as well as to develop and include a formula to rank the hospitals by greatest 
financial need in the manual. This ranked hospital list must also be distributed by any third-party entity 
soliciting or managing donors. The department will prominently post the: manual; eligible hospitals; annual 
report; total amount received by third-party entities soliciting or managing donors; and a link to the 
Department of Revenue's donation information on their webpage. The Department of Revenue will also post 
the list of eligible hospitals by need, as well as the timeline for donations and a monthly update of all 
designated and undesignated contributions pre-approved and received, and the aggregate totals for 
contributions and available credits. All parties are subject to annual auditing by the state. 
 
Authorities that have not operated a hospital for seven or more years, have no outstanding debt, and have a 
corpus of at least $20 million may invest up to 30 percent of those funds in mutual funds or other collective 
investments.  
 
Finally, the bill creates the Office of Health Strategy and Coordination with the objective of connecting state 
resources, functions, reports, and agencies for improved health care service infrastructure. It allows for the 
creation of an advisory committee, as well as a Georgia Data Access Forum to promote the collection and use 
of robust data to meet the objectives. Existing mandatory reporting requirements of certain health entities are 
amended to include the submission information to the office.    

     
  

HB 193  Banking and finance; banks and credit unions to offer savings promotion raffle accounts in 
which deposits to a savings account enter a depositor in a raffle; allow  
By:  Rep. Emory Dunahoo (30th)    Through the Banks & Banking Committee  

Final Bill Summary:   HB 193 allows banks and credit unions (financial institutions) to offer "savings 
promotion raffle accounts," which is a contest where the participant or depositor deposits a specified amount of 
money into a savings account or other savings program offered by the financial institution where each entry or 
ticket will have an equal chance of being drawn to win a specified prize. The financial institution must conduct 
the raffle in a manner that is safe and sound and not misleading as to chances of winning. All depositors must 
be provided with information on the terms of the raffle and the verifiable retail value of each prize that a 
depositor has a chance of receiving, including the odds of receiving a prize and information regarding any fees 
or penalties associated with such an account. The financial institution conducting such raffles must also 
maintain all records the Department of Banking and Finance determines are necessary to conduct an 
examination or audit of these raffles, and may contract third-party service providers to handle the 
administrative details of these raffles.  
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These institutions may not charge any fees associated with the savings account or other savings program which 
underlies a savings promotion raffle account that are in excess of the fees charged for the most similar savings 
accounts or other programs offered by the institution. Additionally, the bill exempts savings promotion raffles 
from the definition of "lottery".    

     
  

HB 224  Income tax; credit for new purchases and acquisitions of qualified investment property shall be 
earnable for mining and mining facilities and allowed against a taxpayer's payroll withholding; 
provide  
By:  Rep. Bruce Williamson (115th)    Through the Ways & Means Committee  

Final Bill Summary:   House Bill 224 amends the Historic Rehabilitation Tax Credit, Investment Tax Credit, 
and Quality Jobs Tax Credit.  
 
The Historic Rehabilitation Tax Credit is amended to allow the credit to be claimed in the year that the 
rehabilitation is placed in service, which may be up to two years after the year the credit was originally 
reserved. 
 
The Investment Tax Credit is amended by increasing the minimum investment from $50,000 to $100,000 for 
all tiers. For Tier One and Tier Two counties, credits earned on or after January 1, 2020 must first be applied to 
at least 50 percent of the taxpayer's state income tax liability before up to $1 million per year of excess credits 
may be taken as a credit against payroll withholdings. Unused credits claimed prior to January 1, 2020 shall be 
treated the same as new credits and allowed to be used against withholdings if: in Tier One counties, the 
taxpayer maintains at least 100 jobs in rural counties and purchases or acquires at least $5 million of qualified 
investment property in rural counties; and in Tier Two counties, the taxpayer maintains at least 100 jobs in 
rural counties and purchases or acquires at least $10 million of qualified investment property in rural counties. 
Rural counties are defined as a counties having a population of 50,000 or less and 10 percent or more of the 
population living in poverty. A statewide annual cap of $10 million in aggregate for all taxpayers in the state is 
established for credits being used against payroll withholdings. 
 
The job creation threshold for the Quality Jobs Tax Credit is also revised. For counties designated as Tier One 
by the commissioner of the Department of Community Affairs with a population of less than 50,000 and a 
poverty rate of greater than 10 percent, at least 10 new quality jobs must be created within one year. Counties 
designated as Tier Two by the commissioner of the Department of Community Affairs, with a population of 
less than 50,000 and a poverty rate of greater than 10 percent, must create at least 25 new quality jobs within 
one year. For all other counties in the state, the threshold remains 50 new quality jobs within two years.    

     
  

HB 228  Marriage; change minimum age from 16 to 17 and require any person who is 17 to have been 
emancipated  
By:  Rep. Andrew Welch (110th)    Through the Juvenile Justice Committee  

Final Bill Summary:   HB 228 raises the minimum age of marriage to 17 and require any person who is 17, and 
seeking a marriage license, to provide documentary proof of emancipation by law. Moreover, the older party to 
the marriage shall not be more than four years older than the younger party to the marriage. HB 228 requires 
both parties of such a marriage to present a certificate of completion of premarital education. The premarital 
education must include 6 hours of instruction involving marital issues and be conducted by a professional 
counselor, social worker, marriage and family therapist, psychologist, psychiatrist, or clergy whom are 
properly licensed. 
 
Moreover, HB 228 makes changes to the Code regarding emancipation if the purpose is to marry. The court 
must appoint an attorney for the minor and must inquire into whether the intended marriage is in the minor's 
best interest or puts the minor at risk. The minor must provide information about the intended spouse including 
copies of criminal records or protective orders. HB 228 requires a waiting period of 15 days after the 
emancipation of the minor before the court can issue a marriage license.    

     
  

 
HB 239  

 
Georgia Business Court; establish  
By:  Rep. Chuck Efstration (104th)    Through the Judiciary Committee  

Final Bill Summary:   HB 239 provides the general legislation for the Georgia State-wide Business Court as 
approved by the constitutional referendum in 2018. The terms of court are the same as the Georgia Supreme 
Court. Except as otherwise provided under the Georgia Constitution, pretrial proceedings shall be held in 
Atlanta or Macon-Bibb County, or at the court's sole discretion, via teleconference; all trials shall be held in 
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the county as determined according to traditional venue rules, unless otherwise agreed to by the parties. A 
judge shall appoint another court judge if there must be a recusal, and if one is not available, the Georgia 
Supreme Court shall order a sitting judge of the Court of Appeals, superior, or state court to sit by designation 
in that case. 
 
The court shall not have jurisdiction over cases involving physical, including threats of harm, or emotional 
injury, matters related to domestic relation, family farming, residential landlord and tenant disputes, or 
foreclosures, but it will have jurisdiction over equity cases, regardless of the amount in controversy, related to: 
corporations; small business entities; internal affairs of businesses; sale of goods under the uniform 
commercial Code; trade secrets; securities; arbitration; licensing of any intellectual property right arising from 
e-commerce agreements involving commercial real property; and where the state and federal courts have 
concurrent jurisdiction. When damages are requested, the amount in controversy must be at least $500,000 
unless the dispute is for damages related to commercial real property, and then the amount in controversy must 
exceed $1 million. 
 
Cases may come before the court by: a party filing in the court to initiate a civil action that has not already 
been filed in superior court or state court, unless a party objects within 30 days of the initial filing and seeks a 
transfer to a state or superior court of proper venue; a party to an action already in state or superior court who 
files a transfer to the court within 60 days of all parties being served, or the case becomes transferable and filed 
within those 60 days and the judge finds the case within the court's authority and orders, subject to a 
presumption of remaining in the court of filing, the transfer, unless a party objects within 30 days of the 
petition for transfer; or all parties to an action already in a state or superior court agree to remove to the 
business court and file that agreement within 60 days of commencing the action in state or superior court. The 
filing fee is $3,000 to be paid by the party or parties seeking initiation or transfer, or by all parties pro rata 
where removed by agreement. When a pleading or petition for transfer or removal is filed with the Georgia 
State-wide Business Court, the date of filing shall be the date of receipt by the court and any applicable statute 
of limitations shall be tolled until the court accepts or rejects acceptance of the pleading or petition. Upon 
proof of such transfer or removal the state court or superior court shall certify the transfer or removal. 
 
The court shall initially consist of one judge, one clerk, and one division which shall be appointed and 
confirmed by December 31, 2019. It will commence operations on January 1, 2020 and begin accepting cases 
on August 1, 2020; however, the General Assembly may create additional judges, clerks, or divisions based on 
caseload and need. To qualify as a court judge, the appointee must be for the past seven years a: Georgia 
resident, U.S. citizen, and admitted to the practice of law in Georgia with at least 15 years of legal experience 
in complex litigation, preferably in business. Court judges and clerks are appointed by the governor, subject to 
majority approval of the House and Senate Judiciary committees, serve a five-year term, and may be 
reappointed at the end of their term so long as the judge remains qualified. An oath of office for the judge is 
provided. The salary for the judge is $174,500. The salary for the clerk shall be the same as the clerk of the 
Court of Appeals. The judge may be reimbursed like other state employees, including expenses for travel, if 
the judge resides 50 miles or more from the main office in Atlanta.  
 
Subject to Georgia Supreme Court approval, the judge of the court is empowered to create rules governing the 
business court that shall contain guidelines and procedures for filing documents and pleadings with the 
Georgia State-wide Business Court, and to that end may empanel a commission of up to eight volunteer 
individuals to assist. The judge may appoint and remove law assistants, who are either admitted or in the 
process of being admitted to the bar. The court may also purchase supplies, publications, and employ other 
staff as needed, and the clerk will pay them based on appropriations by the General Assembly. Appeals shall 
be made to the Court of Appeals, unless otherwise taken by the Supreme Court. The court is also authorized to 
grant relief by declaratory judgment. Proceedings shall be filed in the court as other proceedings are filed in 
superior court, and similarly trial shall not commence earlier than 20 days after services unless otherwise 
agreed to by the parties. Also, like superior court, the court has contempt authority. Lastly, only non-attorneys 
may reject electronic service of pleadings. 
 
HB 239 also amends the process by which the state must pay for the cost of any deposition taken at the 
instance of the state in the course of a criminal proceeding against an accused who is financially unable to 
employ counsel. Such depositions shall be paid for in the same manner as any other motion hearing, rather 
than the previous requirement that such depositions be paid for by the Prosecuting Attorney's Council out of 
funds appropriated for the operations of the district attorneys. Further, depositions shall be taken and filed in 
the manner provided in civil proceedings or any nonjury motion hearing, as compared to the previous 
requirement that only allowed for the manner provided in civil proceedings. 
 
Also, mandatory e-filing in state and superior courts for civil actions is amended to not require individuals who 
are acting on their own behalf to file at a public access terminal. The e-filing requirements are further amended 
to provide that the Office of the Attorney General, Office of the Secretary of State, Office of Legislative 
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Counsel, district attorneys, and public defenders are not subject to mandatory e-filing fees; nor are filings done 
on behalf of municipal corporations or county governments. Similarly, leave of absence and conflict notices 
filed pursuant to the Uniform Rules of the Superior Courts or Uniform State Court Rules are no longer subject 
to a fee. Additionally, only non-attorneys may reject electronic service of pleadings.    

     
  

HB 281  Crimes and offenses; pimping and pandering; increase penalty provisions  
By:  Rep. Teri Anulewicz (42nd)    Through the Judiciary Non-Civil Committee  

Final Bill Summary:   HB 281 increases the punishment for both pimping and pandering. On the first offense 
for either pimping or pandering, the amount of imprisonment that cannot be suspended, stayed, or probated is 
increased to 72 hours. On the second or subsequence offense, the penalty is increased to a felony with a term 
of imprisonment not less than one year nor more than 10 years.    

     
  

HB 282  Criminal procedure; increase amount of time that law enforcement agencies are required to 
preserve certain evidence of sexual assault  
By:  Rep. Scott Holcomb (81st)    Through the Judiciary Non-Civil Committee  

Final Bill Summary:   HB 282 requires law enforcement agencies to maintain physical evidence collected that 
relates to the identity of the perpetrator of an alleged sexual assault for 30 years from the date of arrest, or 
seven years from the completion of the sentence; if there is no arrest, evidence must be maintained for 50 
years.    

     
  

HB 307  Abandoned Motor Vehicle Act; enact  
By:  Rep. Alan Powell (32nd)    Through the Motor Vehicles Committee  

Final Bill Summary:   House Bill 307 creates the 'Abandoned Motor Vehicle Act.' The intent of the General 
Assembly is to decrease the burden on businesses that remove abandoned vehicles at the request of law 
enforcement officers or private property owners.  
 
When an insurance company acquires a motor vehicle after paying out a total loss claim but does not receive, 
within 30 days, the certificate of title from the vehicle owner, the insurance company, or a salvage dealer, is 
authorized to apply to the Department of Revenue to receive a replacement certificate of title.  
 
Several Code sections relating to abandoned and derelict vehicles are repealed and reserved. 
 
When a peace officer, or authorized entity, discovers an unattended vehicle on a highway or public property, 
they must immediately perform an unattended vehicle check. Once the check is complete, the officer, or 
authorized entity, must attach a completed unattended vehicle check card to the vehicle. The Department of 
Public Safety will specify the rules and regulations regarding the unattended vehicle check cards and will 
provide them to law enforcement agencies free of charge if possible. These cards must only be attached to a 
vehicle by a peace officer or an authorized entity. Within 24 hours of completing or discovering the 
completion of an unattended vehicle check, the peace officer must check the criminal justice information 
system to determine if the vehicle is stolen. If the vehicle is stolen, the peace officer must notify the law 
enforcement agency which filed the stolen vehicle report.  
 
If a vehicle has been left unattended on a highway for more than five days or if the vehicle's abandonment 
poses an immediate threat to public safety or traffic congestion, a peace officer can have the vehicle removed 
to a safer place. Within three days of the removal, the towing company which tows the vehicle at the request of 
the peace officer may request from the Department of Revenue the identification of the vehicle owner. The 
department has five days to provide the requested information and may charge a fee of $2 or less.  
 
Within three days of the removal of an unattended vehicle from private property, the towing company which 
tows the vehicle at the request of the property owner may request from the Department of Revenue the 
identification of the vehicle owner. The department has five days to provide the requested information and may 
charge a fee of $2 or less. After no more than one day, the towing company must submit a copy of the 
Department of Revenue request to the law enforcement department with jurisdiction over the location that the 
vehicle was abandoned. Within 24 hours, the local law enforcement department must check the criminal justice 
information system to determine if the vehicle has been reported as stolen. If the vehicle is stolen, the law 
enforcement officer must contact the law enforcement agency which filed the stolen vehicle report, who will in 
turn notify the vehicle owner and the towing company. If a repair facility or salvage dealer has been in 
possession of a vehicle for at least 15 days with no contact from the owner or insurance company, they may 
request from the Department of Revenue the identification of the vehicle owner. The department has five days 
to provide the requested information and may charge a fee of $2 or less. 
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It is prohibited to remove or tow a vehicle left in a paid private parking lot between midnight and 9 a.m. of the 
following day; the parking lot owner can impose a penalty of $25 or less and is not liable for any damage to 
the abandoned vehicle.  
 
A towing company, repair facility, or salvage dealer must give the vehicle owner up to 30 days after notice is 
sent to retrieve any personal property from the vehicle. After 30 days, any remaining personal property will be 
considered abandoned. 
 
Within 15 calendar days of removal, the towing company or salvage dealer must send the owners the 
notification letter form developed by the Council of Magistrate Court Judges to give notice of the vehicle's 
location and fees owed. If the identity of the owners cannot be found, the towing company or salvage dealer 
must place a notice in the local newspaper or the county courthouse for two consecutive weeks. When a 
vehicle is left with a repair facility for at least 15 days without payment, the repair facility must send the owner 
the applicable notification letter form developed by the Council of Magistrate Court Judges to give notice of 
the vehicle's location and fees owed. The towing company, salvage dealer, or repair facility shall have a lien 
placed on motor vehicles in their possession in the amount of the noticed recoverable fees.  
 
Between 10 days and six months after compliance with the notice requirements, a towing company, repair 
facility, or salvage dealer may file an action for a petition to foreclose a lien against the motor vehicle in any 
magistrate court in the judicial circuit where the vehicle is located. The towing company, repair facility, or 
salvage dealer must send a copy of the filed claim to any known owners of the vehicle. If the identity of the 
owners cannot be found, the towing company, repair facility, or salvage dealer must advertise the notice in the 
local newspaper or the county courthouse for two consecutive weeks. The vehicle owner may file an answer to 
the claim within 10 days of receipt by using the included answer form. If no answer is filed within the 
specified time frame, the towing company, repair facility, or salvage dealer may seek to foreclose the lien 
through a judgment. If the judgement is granted by the court, the vehicle will be considered abandoned and 
within five days the court must transmit an order for the disposition of the motor vehicle. If an answer is 
returned to the court, a trial deciding whether to foreclose on the lien will be held within 10 days.  
 
After a court order, the towing company, repair facility, or salvage dealer is authorized to sell the vehicle to the 
highest bidder at public sale. The towing company, repair facility, or salvage dealer will use the proceeds from 
the sale to satisfy the outstanding lien and cover any costs associated with the advertisement and sale of the 
vehicle. The remaining proceeds will be submitted to the Department of Revenue as unclaimed property.  
 
The purchaser of a motor vehicle at such a public sale will receive a certified copy of the court order 
authorizing the sale. The purchaser will be able to obtain a clear title from the Department of Revenue by 
meeting specified requirements.  
 
Once the vehicle proceeds have been turned over to the Department of Revenue as unclaimed property, any 
person claiming a property interest in the motor vehicle sold and the excess funds from the sale must make a 
claim within six months of the sale. If no claim is made within six months, the person who sold the motor 
vehicle can make a claim for the excess funds until one year from the date of the deposit of excess funds.    

     
  

HB 311  State government; waiver of sovereign immunity as to actions ex contractu and state tort 
claims; provisions   VETOED 
By:  Rep. Andrew Welch (110th)    Through the Judiciary Committee  

Final Bill Summary:   House Bill 311 provides a limited waiver of sovereign immunity for declaratory and 
injunctive relief against the state in Part I and against all other political subdivisions, including counties and 
municipalities, in Part II. Part III addresses the limited waiver for quiet title claims, which is the process used 
to clear any 'cloud' on the plaintiff's title to property, against the state or its political subdivisions. Part IV 
addresses judgments and rulings deemed directly appealable with regard to sovereign immunity. 
 
The waiver in Part I is limited to claims against the state, a state governmental entity, officer, or employee in 
his or her official capacity to remedy, through declaratory of injunctive relief, injuries caused or that may 
imminently be caused either in violation of state law, the Constitution of Georgia, or the Constitution of the 
United States or by enforcement of a state statute on the basis that the statute violates the Constitution of 
Georgia or the Constitution of the United States. The waiver applies only if: the aggrieved person provides 30-
days' written notice to the attorney general of the aggrieved person's intent to file such a suit; the court is 
provided proof of service upon the attorney general or his or her designee and the state governmental entity 
that is charged with enforcing the state statute being challenged; and the suit for which notice has been 
provided and filed no later than 90 days after the notice has been provided.  
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Part I clarifies official immunity for state officers and employees, who shall not be subject to a suit in his or 
her individual capacity for performance or non-performance of official duties. When a suit names a state 
officer or employee in his or her individual capacity, under proper motion the court shall substitute as the party 
defendant such officer or employee in his or her official capacity, unless the suit is expressly authorized by 
state statute or federal law or the suit alleges the officer's or employee's conduct was outside of his/her scope of 
authority, unconstitutional, or illegal, in which case official immunity is waived. 
 
The waiver of sovereign immunity in Part II is limited to claims against a county, municipal corporation, or 
consolidated government to remedy, through declaratory of injunctive relief, injuries caused to an aggrieved 
person or that may imminently be caused either by such political subdivisions acting without lawful authority, 
beyond the scope of its official power, or in violation of the Constitution of Georgia, the Constitution of the 
United States, a state statute, a rule or regulation, or a local ordinance, or by the award of a proposed 
agreement with a political subdivision or an officer or employee in his or her official capacity, so long as the 
suit is filed no later than 10 days from the date that the award is made public. Additionally, the bill clarifies 
that sovereign immunity is waived for claims against political subdivisions for breach of contract. Part 2 also 
creates a 30-day written notice requirement. 
 
Additionally, the state and its political subdivision's defense of sovereign immunity, including municipal 
corporations, is waived in quiet title proceedings within Part III. When a clear title to property or an instrument 
is held by the state or any state entity, notwithstanding any law to the contrary, the pleadings shall be served on 
the attorney general and the state or any department, agency, commission, board, authority, or state entity 
allegedly holding such title. If the attorney general does not file a responsive pleading in such actions then the 
court shall accept the state's acquiescence to the petitioner's filed claim for relief. 
 
All judgments, orders, or rulings denying or refusing to grant immunity to one or more parties based upon 
sovereign, official, or qualified immunity are directly appealable to the Supreme Court of Georgia and the 
Court of Appeals, provided that the right to direct appeal shall not be exercised by any one party more than 
once in a case. Lastly, this Act shall apply to causes of action accruing on or after July 1, 2019.    

     
  

HB 316  Elections; definitions; provide for uniform equipment and ballot marking devices  
By:  Rep. Barry Fleming (121st)    Through the Governmental Affairs Committee  

Final Bill Summary:   House Bill 316 impacts several Code chapters and sections relating to elections and 
provides a new voting system for the state. Section 2 of the bill removes "direct recording electronic (DRE)" in 
the description of the voting systems used by the state. Throughout the bill, "optical scanner," "tabulator," and 
"optical scanning tabulator" are replaced with "ballot scanner." Throughout the bill, "or electronic ballot 
markers" is added to every reference to DRE voting units in several different Code sections. Also throughout 
the bill, "electronic ballot marker" is added in various Code sections as a type of voting machine.  
 
Section 3 adds a new Code section which establishes that an independent candidate for president or vice 
president must file with the Georgia secretary of state a slate of candidates for the office of presidential elector, 
no later than the Friday before qualifying begins. 
 
Section 4 replaces "notice of candidacy" with "nomination petition" for what a presidential elector nominee 
must submit with a certified copy of the minutes of a convention.  
 
Section 5 prohibits a person from voting if they are not at least 18 years of age on or before the election date. 
 
Section 6 provides that if a person's registration application information does not match the information on file 
with the Department of Driver Services or the federal Social Security Administration, the applicant is still 
considered registered to vote but will be required to provide proof of their identity the first time that they 
request a ballot for any federal, state, or local election.  
 
Section 7 permits the secretary of state to become a member of an information-sharing non-governmental 
entity in order to improve the accuracy of voter registration systems. The Department of Driver Services will 
provide driver's license and identification card information to the secretary of state in order to exchange voter 
registration information with the nongovernmental entity.  
 
Section 8 removes a reference to a DRE unit from a provision regarding challenging a person on a list of 
electors.  
 
Section 9 directs the secretary of state to send a list of persons convicted of a felony in this state and a list of 
persons convicted of a felony in federal court to the appropriate county board of registrars. The county board 
of registrars will mail a notice to each listed person notifying them of their removal from the list of electors, 
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allowing a 30-day time period for the recipient to request a hearing on the removal.  
 
Section 10 requires that when an elector moves to a new state and the registration officials of that state send 
notice of cancellation, a confirmation notice must be sent to the elector unless an elector-signed copy of the 
elector's new voter registration application is included with the notice of cancellation.  
 
Section 11 adds "not using an absentee ballot" to the list of reasons an elector can be labeled "no contact." 
When assessing if an elector is "no contact," the time period is changed from three years of inactivity to five 
years of inactivity.  
 
Section 12 requires that an elector will remain on the inactive list of electors until the day after the second 
general election that takes place while they are on the list. After that time, if no contact is made, the elector 
will be removed from the list. Between 30 days and 60 days prior to the elector's removal from the list, notice 
must be sent to notify the elector. 
 
Sections 13 and 14 require the superintendent to provide 30-day's notice of a precinct alteration; such notice 
shall also be submitted to the secretary of state. Unless there is an emergency, a polling place cannot be 
changed: on the day of a primary, election, or runoff; during the 60 days prior to a general primary or general 
election; or during the 30 days prior to a special primary or special election. 
 
Section 16 provides that the secretary of state will prescribe the design of the ballots printed by an electronic 
ballot marker to ensure ease of reading by electors.  
 
Section 18 establishes that as soon as possible, all federal, state, and county elections in the state of Georgia 
will be conducted with the use of scanning ballots marked by electronic ballot markers and tabulated by using 
ballot scanners. Additionally, the electronic ballot markers must produce paper ballots which are marked with 
the elector's choices in a format that is readable by the elector. For each county, the state will furnish uniform 
equipment which has been certified by the United States Election Assistance Commission. Counties may 
acquire additional equipment of the same type at their own expense. Municipalities may acquire their own 
voting equipment of the same type at their own expense.  
 
Section 20 requires that there must be one voting booth or enclosure for every 250 electors in precincts which 
use optical scanning voting systems.  
 
Section 22 requires that ballots must be of a suitable design and construction to allow processing by a ballot 
scanner.  
 
Section 24 requires the election superintendent to prominently post signs reminding electors to verify their 
ballot choices before inserting their ballot into the ballot scanner and that sample ballots are available upon 
request.  
 
Section 26 adds a new Part to Title 21 Article 9 relating to voting machines. Each polling place which uses 
optical scanning voting systems must have at least one electronic ballot marker that is accessible to disabled 
individuals. Electronic ballot markers must not be used unless they meet a list of standard requirements. 
Provides specific guidelines for the appearance and information included on a ballot printed by an electronic 
ballot marker. The paper ballot printed by the electronic ballot marker will be considered the official ballot and 
will be used in any recount or audit conducted after the election. The secretary of state will examine and certify 
electronic ballot markers before they are used in an election. Any ten or more electors of this state may request 
the secretary of state to reexamine a device that was previously examined and approved. If a vendor sells an 
electronic ballot marker that has not been approved by the secretary of state, they will be subject to a penalty of 
$100,000. The superintendent of each county or municipality will ensure the following: that the proper ballot is 
programmed for each electronic ballot marker; each device is in proper working order; and that each device is 
examined and verified before being sent to a polling place for an election. The superintendent may appoint a 
custodian and deputy custodians of the electronic ballot markers who are responsible for preparing the devices 
for election. On or before the third day preceding an election, the superintendent will test each electronic ballot 
marker to ensure proper working order. These tests are open to the public and must be noticed at least five days 
prior. When the electronic ballot markers are not in use, the superintendent is responsible for their safe storage.  
 
Section 27 allows absentee ballots to be sent to an address other than the permanent mailing address if the 
elector is in jail in the county or municipality. Removes a reference to a DRE voting system. An absentee 
ballot application will not be rejected due to lack of signature matching. If the signature on file does not match 
with the signature on the application, the board of registrars or absentee ballot clerk will send a provisional 
absentee ballot, along with instructions on how to correct the signature discrepancy. If the ballot is returned 
prior to the closing of the polls on the day of the election and the signature discrepancy is corrected before the 



House of Representatives  End of Session Report   
   

 
Page 9 of 20  

 

end of the period for verifying provisional ballots, the provisional ballot will be counted. If the board of 
registrars or absentee ballot clerk does not find the signature discrepancy corrected, the ballot will be rejected.  
 
Section 28 adds polling places to the list of places that can serve as registrar's offices or places to receive 
absentee ballots.  
 
Section 29 provides that in jurisdictions where electronic ballot markers are used on election day, the 
electronic ballot markers will be used to cast absentee ballots in person at a registrar's or absentee ballot clerk's 
office.  
 
Section 30 removes references to an elector's residence address and year of birth on the oath of the elector 
which accompanies the absentee ballot that is mailed to the elector. The Oath of Person Assisting Elector is 
amended so that the person providing assistance does not list their relationship to the elector. The addition of 
the signer's printed name is added to both oaths. Additionally, language is removed from the Oath of Person 
Assisting Elector which prohibits a person from assisting more than 10 electors in any election. It replaces "42 
U.S.C. Section 1973ff" with "52 U.S.C. Section 20302" in two places regarding the transmission of absentee 
ballots to members of the military.  
 
Section 31 provides that the absentee ballot of a disabled elector may be mailed or delivered by a relative or a 
caregiver. The absentee ballot of an elector in jail may be mailed or delivered by a jail employee. A disabled or 
illiterate elector may receive ballot assistance from any person of their choice other than the following: the 
elector's employer, the elector's union representative, a candidate on the ballot, or a relative of a candidate on 
the ballot. The section removes the prohibition of a person assisting more than 10 electors in any one election. 
The time period for early voting for a run-off election is set as no later than the second Monday immediately 
prior to the run-off.  
 
Section 32 requires that if an absentee ballot is rejected, the elector must be notified and is given until the end 
of the period for verifying provisional ballots to address the problem that resulted in ballot rejection. If the 
elector cures the issues before the end of the time period, the ballot will be approved by the board of registrars 
or absentee ballot clerk and counted. If an absentee ballot is submitted without identification verification, the 
board of registrars or absentee ballot clerk must promptly notify the elector and provide instructions on 
addressing the issue. The ballot will be considered provisional until the issue is addressed, at which time it will 
be counted.  
 
Section 33 provides that if an absentee voter has not yet returned their ballot, they can have their absentee 
ballot canceled and vote in person on election day. If the absentee ballot is not surrendered to the poll manager, 
the elector must destroy the ballot after casting his or her vote in person.  
 
Section 34 provides that any elector who is entitled to receive voting assistance in any election may receive 
assistance from any person of the elector's choice, other than the following: the elector's employer; the elector's 
union representative; a candidate on the ballot; or a relative of a candidate on the ballot. Notice of the 
availability of assistance must be prominently posted at each polling place.  
 
Section 36 provides that a Georgia voter identification card will remain valid as long as the elector resides in 
the same county. If the elector moves to a new county, the voter identification card must be surrendered to the 
board of registrars in the new county of residence.  
 
Section 37 requires that as soon as possible after a provisional ballot is cast, the election superintendent must 
notify the secretary of state with all pertinent information regarding the provisional ballot.  
 
Section 38 requires that when reviewing provisional ballots, the board of registrars must make a good faith 
effort to determine if the ballot is valid. This section expounds on what a "good faith effort" means. As soon as 
possible after a determination is made regarding a provisional ballot, the board of registrars must notify the 
impacted electors.  
 
Section 40 requires that the superintendent must certify election returns no later than 5:00 p.m. on the second 
Friday following the election. The secretary of state may extend the time limit if necessary to complete a 
precertification audit.  
 
Section 41 provides that when the difference in votes received by the declared winner and one or more other 
candidates is less than one-half of one percent of the total votes cast, the losing candidate has two business 
days from the time of certification to request, in writing, a recount. When the difference in votes for approval 
or rejection of a constitutional amendment is less than one-half of one percent of the total votes cast, the 
Constitutional Amendments Publication Board has two business days from the time of certification to request a 
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recount. The State Election Board is authorized to regulate and administer such recounts.  
 
Section 42 requires that as soon as possible, but no later than the November 2020 general election, the local 
election superintendents will conduct precertification audits for any federal or state general election, based on 
requirements set by the State Election Board. The audit must be completed prior to the final certification of 
results and the results must be available to the public within 48 hours of completion. The secretary of state 
must conduct a risk-limiting audit pilot program by December 31, 2021.  
 
Section 43 increases the amount of time that the secretary of state and governor are given to certify the votes 
for presidential electors by three days. 
 
Sections 44 and 49 prohibit a person or a poll worker from tampering with an "electronic ballot marker."    

     
  

HB 321  Health; hospital Medicaid financing program; extend sunset provision  
By:  Rep. Jodi Lott (122nd)    Through the Appropriations Committee  

Final Bill Summary:   HB 321 includes provisions relating to hospital transparency, the Rural Hospital Tax 
Credit, and the hospital provider payment program. 
 
Section 1 of the bill requires a non-profit hospital, hospital-owned or operated authority, or the authority's non-
profit corporation to increase transparency by prominently posting online the most recent versions of certain 
federal and state documents, which include audited financial statements for the hospital and its affiliates, 
including all subsidiaries and parent companies. The hospital's statements must distinguish and include gross 
patient revenue, allowances, charity care, and net patient revenues for the hospital. The subsidiaries and 
affiliates must provide audited balance sheets that break out the hospital's operating costs. Posted documents 
must include the hospital's audited Internal Revenue Service Form 990 with Schedule H, and for those 
hospitals that are not required to submit this form, one will be designed and provided by the Department of 
Community Health (DCH). State-specific documents for publication online include the hospital's: annual 
questionnaire; community benefit report; disproportionate share hospital survey; property holdings with 
location, use, and value; loan, bond, and debt information; ownership, interest, value, and domicile of any joint 
venture, partnerships, holdings, or captive insurance companies; year-end fund balances (less any interest in 
the foundation) of net assets that distinguish the purposes and any restrictions of those assets; going concern 
statements; the legal organizational chart showing the relationship of the hospital to its subsidiaries and 
affiliates; a report listing the 10 highest salaried administrative positions with amount, fringe, titles, and other 
benefits; proof of accreditation(s); and policies for charity and reduced cost care payments and collections. 
While postings must be updated and filed at least once a year by July 1, the documentation for each year will 
be available on the website indefinitely and DCH's website will provide prominent links to each of these. 
Failure to comply within 30 days of the deadline results in the suspension of all state funding, provided that 
DCH gave notice and allowed the opportunity for correction; willful violations will be prosecuted. 
 
Section 2 of the bill provides that hospital authority board members are subject to state conflict of interest laws 
governing sale and lease transactions. 
 
 
Section 3 relates to the eligibility and obligations of rural hospitals receiving tax credits. A "rural hospital" is 
further defined as a hospital that has a three-year average patient margin that is less than one standard 
deviation above the statewide three-year average, as calculated by the department. DCH is required to create a 
manual with the criteria to qualify and submit for the credit, as well as develop and include a formula to rank 
the hospitals by greatest financial need in the manual. The department will prominently post the: manual; 
eligible and ranked hospital list determined by December 1st of every year; annual report; total amount 
received by third-party entities soliciting, administering, or managing donors; and a link to the Department of 
Revenue's donation information on their webpage. 
 
Section 4 of the bill changes the sunset date on the hospital provider payment program from June 30, 2020 to 
June 30, 2025. 
 
Section 5 directs unspecified donations to rural hospitals to be automatically applied to the hospital ranked 
with the greatest need that has not yet received the maximum amount of contributions for that year. The 
Department of Revenue will post the list of eligible hospitals by need, the timeline for donations, and a 
monthly update of all designated and undesignated contributions preapproved and received as well as the 
aggregate totals for contributions and available credits. All parties are subject to annual auditing by the state. 
Lastly, the Rural Hospital Tax Credit is extended through calendar year 2024.    
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HB 324  Georgia's Hope Act; enact  
By:  Rep. Micah Gravley (67th)    Through the Regulated Industries Committee  

Final Bill Summary:   HB 324 is known as the 'Georgia's Hope Act' and allows for the production, 
manufacturing, and dispensing of low THC oil with a lawful valid license issued by the Georgia Access to 
Medical Cannabis Commission ('the commission'). The commission is granted the authority to coordinate its 
activities with the Department of Public Health; to promulgate rules and regulations to establish security, 
quality control, tracking, and oversight of all low THC oil production to ensure market stability and adequate 
supply. The commission, comprised of seven members chosen by the governor, the speaker of the House, and 
the lieutenant governor, is charged with reviewing and approving applications to ensure a competitive process 
for licenses issued. Moreover, the commission is prohibited from promulgating any rules or regulations that 
unduly burden access to low THC oil by registered patients. Members of the commission serve without 
compensation but receive a per diem for each day of attendance for meetings. 
 
The commission shall issue up to two Class 1 production licenses, providing it receives at least two qualified 
applications. Class 1 licenses are authorized to: grow cannabis or hemp products in only indoor facilities, 
limited to 100,000 square feet of cultivation space, for producing low THC oil; and manufacture low THC oil. 
Applicants for a Class 1 license must show: at least $2 million in available cash reserves; a written production 
plan; a comprehensive security plan which also includes transportation; a detailed employment plan; a written 
plan for certified organic production; letters of support from local government entities; a demonstration of 
significant involvement in the business by one or more minority business enterprises; documentation of 
industry capabilities and experience; and copies of recent criminal background checks for all employees and 
owners. The applicant for a Class 1 production license must submit a non-refundable application fee of 
$25,000. Upon the award of a Class 1 production license, the applicant must submit an initial license fee of 
$200,000 with an annual renewal fee of $100,000. No person or entity may hold ownership in more than one 
Class 1 production license.  
 
The commission shall issue four Class 2 production licenses, providing it receives at least four qualified 
applications. Class 2 licenses are authorized to: grow cannabis or hemp products in only indoor facilities, 
limited to 50,000 square feet of cultivation space, for producing low THC oil; and manufacture low THC oil. 
Applicants for a Class 2 license must show: at least $1.25 million in available cash reserves; a written 
production plan; a comprehensive security and tracking plan which also includes transportation; a detailed 
employment plan; detailed designs of all production facilities; a written plan for certified organic production; 
letters of support from local government entities; a demonstration of significant involvement in the business by 
one or more minority business enterprises; documentation of industry capabilities and experience; and copies 
of recent criminal background checks for all employees and owners. The applicant for a Class 2 production 
license must submit a non-refundable application fee of $5,000. Upon the award of a Class 2 production 
license, the applicant must submit an initial license fee of $100,000 with an annual renewal fee of $50,000. No 
person or entity may hold ownership in more than one Class 2 production license.  
 
HB 324 requires that each Class 1 and Class 2 production licensee to establish, utilize, and maintain a 
sophisticated tracking system and record-keeping program for all phases of production allowing for real-time 
commission access. Moreover, the tracking system must be operated in compliance with the federal 'Health 
Insurance Portability and Accountability Act of 1996.'  
 
The commission shall issue non-transferrable designated university licenses for the production of low THC oil 
which have the option to be licenses as a production facility either separately or jointly. Each designated 
university may conduct research on marijuana for therapeutic use and must submit an annual report to the 
Senate Health and Human Services Committee and the House Committee on Health and Human Services 
Committee which includes data and outcomes of the research conducted.  
 
HB 324 requires the University System of Georgia to contract with the National Institute of Drug Abuse for 
receipt of cannabis pursuant to regulations promulgated by the Institute, the United States Food and Drug 
Administration, and the United States Drug Enforcement Administration or obtain cannabis, or substantially 
similar products, from any available legal source. 
 
The State Board of Pharmacy shall develop an annual, non-transferable specialty dispensing license for a 
pharmacy to dispense low THC oil to registered patients. The State Board of Pharmacy and the commission 
must jointly adopt rules for dispensing low THC oil by pharmacies and retail dispensing licensees. 
 
The General Assembly is directed to establish a Medical Cannabis Commission Oversight Committee with two 
members appointed by the lieutenant governor and two members appointed by the speaker of the House of 
Representatives which is permitted to inspect any production facility upon request and with reasonable notice. 
Beginning January 1, 2020, and every four years thereafter, the commission must undertake a retrospective 
study of the participation of minority and women owned businesses as licensees. In the event that any proof of 
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discrimination based on race or gender in the issuance of licenses, the commission is authorized to address 
such discrimination. 
 
The Georgia Bureau of Investigation is responsible for ensuring that all activities of licensees are conducted in 
accordance with the laws of the state and all licensees must provide on-demand access to facilities for 
inspection when requested by the Georgia Bureau of Investigation, the commission, or the local law 
enforcement agency for the jurisdiction in which a production facility is located. 
 
No licensee shall operate in any location, whether for cultivation, harvesting, and processing marijuana for low 
THC oil, within a 3,000-foot radius of a school, an early care program, church, synagogue, or other place of 
public worship in existence prior to the date of licensure by the department. In addition, licensees must comply 
with strict advertisement requirements which prohibit advertising that promotes recreational or non-medical 
use of marijuana.  
 
It is unlawful to ingest low THC oil in a manner that employs a heating element that can be used to produce 
vapor or other food-like edible form.    

     
  

HB 346  Property; prohibit retaliation by a landlord against a tenant for taking certain actions  
By:  Rep. Sharon Cooper (43rd)    Through the Judiciary Committee  

Final Bill Summary:   House Bill 346 adds a new Code section that allows tenants to establish a prima-facie 
case of retaliation by their landlord if the landlord retaliates against the tenant after the tenant, in good faith: 
exercises a right or remedy against the landlord granted by lease or law; gives notice to repair; files a building, 
housing, or utility code complaint with a governmental entity responsible for enforcing such codes; or 
establishes or participates in a tenant organization.  
 
Within three months of the tenant engaging in any of the above actions, the landlord must not: file a 
dispossessory action; deprive the tenant of the use of the premises; decrease services to the tenant; increase the 
tenant's rent or terminate the tenant's lease; or (materially interfere with the tenant's rights under the lease. A 
landlord is not liable for retaliation if the landlord can prove: the action was not retaliation; the rent increased 
pursuant to an escalation clause in the lease or as part of a pattern of rent increases in the complex, or as part of 
rent increase due to the landlord's participation in a federal government program involving receipt of federal 
funds; or it instituted a dispossessory proceeding because: the tenant is delinquent in rent; intentionally 
damaged the property; threatened the landlord, another tenant, or an employee; materially breached the lease; 
held over after giving notice to terminate or vacate; violates the written lease terms which prohibit criminal 
conduct on the property; or took action against the landlord for housing conditions only after the landlord 
provided the notice of termination to the tenant. 
 
When a tenant proves the landlord retaliated, the tenant is entitled to, minus any delinquent rents or other sums 
for which the tenant is liable to the landlord, one month's rent plus: $500; actual damages and expenses; court 
costs; reasonable attorney's fees in an action for recovery of property damages; moving costs; civil penalties; 
or declaratory or injunctive relief; however, when the tenant's rent is subsidized by a governmental entity, the 
tenant is entitled to the fair market rent of the dwelling plus $500. 
 
The landlord is provided a defense against the tenant's claim if the property has been inspected by a code 
enforcement officer or building inspector of the state or federal government program and such inspector or 
officer certifies that the property complies with applicable housing and building codes within the 12 months 
prior to the tenant's claim.    

     
  

HB 424  Crimes and offenses; include certain sex crimes into the definition of criminal gang activity  
By:  Rep. Deborah Silcox (52nd)    Through the Judiciary Non-Civil Committee  

Final Bill Summary:   HB 424 adds trafficking persons for labor servitude or sexual servitude, keeping a place 
of prostitution, pimping, and pandering to the offenses listed in the definition of "criminal gang activity." In 
addition, the court may admit evidence relating to the past sexual behavior of the complaining witness when: 
offered to prove that someone other than the defendant was the source of physical evidence; it supports an 
inference that the accused could have reasonably believed the complaining witness consented to the conduct 
detailed in the prosecution; with respect to the defendant or other person if offered by the prosecutor; and when 
the exclusion of such evidence violates the defendant's constitutional rights. Before admission of this evidence, 
the court must conduct an in camera hearing to examine the merits of the motion.    

     
  

HB 471  Motor vehicles; implied consent notices; revise  
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By:  Rep. Steven Sainz (180th)    Through the Judiciary Non-Civil Committee  

Final Bill Summary:   HB 471 repeals the implied consent notice read by law enforcement officers during a 
DUI arrest and replaces the implied consent notice with updated language for: hunting under the influence; 
driving under the influence; and boating under the influence.    

     
  

HB 472  Juvenile Code; procedures concerning removal considerations; revise  
By:  Rep. Albert Reeves (34th)    Through the Juvenile Justice Committee  

Final Bill Summary:   HB 472 updates the definition of "fictive kin" to include a person who is known to and 
has a substantial and positive relationship with the family and child prior to the child's placement in foster care, 
and who is willing and able to provide a suitable home for the child. The bill also allows a judge to order a 
temporary alternative to foster care by requiring a child to remain in his or her home as a safeguard rather than 
requiring removal. The bill prohibits Department of Juvenile Justice staffers to serve as intake officers for 
juvenile courts and lists the training and continuing education requirements for juvenile court intake officers. 
Moreover, the responsibility for immediate determination if a child should be released or taken into custody is 
vested with court and for the court to consider alternatives to a child's removal from a home. HB 472 grants the 
authority for judges to issue ex parte orders prior to preliminary hearings as an attempt to find temporary 
alternatives to foster care in the best interests of the child and requires preliminary hearings to occur within 
five days. If a judge orders a child's removal from the home, the court must make a written determination that 
staying in the home would be harmful to the child. When a temporary alternative to foster care is found, there 
must be a walk-through inspection of the home. Within 72 hours of placement, there must be checks for 
criminal records, sex offender registry, and child abuse records of everyone in the home. The bill also adds a 
requirement that judges in delinquency cases who are deciding the continued custody for a child must consider 
placement options with a relative, neighbor, or family friend who will return the child to court when needed in 
lieu of placement with the Division of Family and Children Services.    

     
  

HB 478  Social services; improvements to the operation of the child abuse registry; provide  
By:  Rep. Mandi Ballinger (23rd)    Through the Juvenile Justice Committee  

Final Bill Summary:   HB 478 improves and streamlines the operation of the child abuse registry. Minors are 
removed from the registry. The bill provides that when an abuse investigator, through preponderance of the 
evidence, finds that abuse has occurred, a copy of the investigator's report must be included in the child abuse 
registry unless a hearing to dispute the report is requested within 30 days. Moreover, the accused child abuser 
must be: given notice of the report; informed of the right to a hearing; notified of the process involved in the 
hearing; and told the consequences of being named in the child abuse registry. HB 478 refines the process for 
expungement from the registry based on the nature and circumstances of the crime, as well as the risk to the 
community that such individual poses.    

     
  

HB 481  Living Infants Fairness and Equality (LIFE) Act; enact  
By:  Rep. Ed Setzler (35th)    Through the Health & Human Services Committee  

Final Bill Summary:   House Bill 481 is known as the 'Living Infants Fairness and Equality (LIFE) Act'. 
Section II lists out the findings of the Georgia General Assembly that apply to the policy change. Section III 
requires that, unless otherwise provided by law, any natural person, including an unborn child with a detectable 
human heartbeat, is included in state population-based determinations. 
 
Section IV states that no abortion is authorized or will be performed if an unborn child has been determined to 
have a human heartbeat except when: a physician determines, in reasonable medical judgement, that a medical 
emergency exists; the probable gestational age of the unborn child is 20 weeks or less and the pregnancy is the 
result of rape or incest in which an official police report has been filed alleging the offense of rape or incest; or 
the pregnancy is medically futile. 
 
Furthermore, Section IV requires that no abortion is authorized or will be performed after the first trimester 
unless the abortion is performed in a licensed hospital, ambulatory surgical center, or in a health facility 
licensed as an abortion facility by the Department of Community Health. Additionally, an abortion will only be 
performed by a physician licensed to practice pursuant to Georgia Code.  
 
House Bill 481 requires health records be made available to the district attorney of the judicial circuit in which 
the abortion occurs or the woman upon whom an abortion is performed resides. This bill allows that any 
woman upon whom an abortion is illegally performed may recover damages through civil action. Section IV 
clarifies that it is an affirmative defense to prosecution if: a licensed physician, physician's assistant, or 
pharmacist provides medical treatment or care to a pregnant woman which results in the accidental or 
unintentional injury to or death of an unborn child; an advanced practice registered nurse engages in the 
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practice of nursing to provide care for a pregnant woman which results in the accidental or unintentional injury 
to or death of an unborn child; or if a woman sought an abortion because she reasonably believed that an 
abortion was the only way to prevent a medical emergency. 
 
Section V amends Chapter 6 of Title 19, relating to child support, as to require that the maximum amount of 
support which the court may impose on the father of an unborn child is the amount of direct medical and 
pregnancy related expenses of the mother during pregnancy. 
 
Section VI requires that for the homicide of an unborn child, the right to recover for the full value of the life of 
such child will begin at the point at which a detectable human heartbeat is present. 
 
Section VII requires the physician or other qualified agent inform the female, at least 24 hours before the 
abortion, of the probable gestational age and presence of a detectable human heartbeat of an unborn child at the 
time the abortion is to be performed. 
 
Section VIII requires that the Department of Public Health update its materials and website to be reflective of 
the policy changes included in House Bill 481. 
 
Section IX repeals Code Section 31-9A-6.1, relating to civil and professional penalties for violations and 
prerequisites for seeking penalties.  
 
Section X is related to the physician's obligation in performance of abortions. Except in the case of a medical 
emergency, or when a pregnancy is diagnosed as medically futile, no abortion will be performed or attempted 
to be performed unless the physician performing such procedure has first made a determination of the presence 
of a detectable human heartbeat of an unborn child. In addition to any criminal or civil penalties provided by 
law, failure by any physician to conform to the requirements constitutes unprofessional conduct and may result 
in medical licensing sanctions.  
 
Section XI requires that any physician who performs or attempts to perform an abortion will report to the 
Department of Community Health the following: if a detectable human heartbeat exists, the probable 
gestational age, and the method and basis of the determination; if a detectable human heartbeat exists, the basis 
of the determination that the pregnant woman had a medically futile pregnancy, that a medical emergency 
existed, or that the pregnancy was the result of rape or incest; and the method used for the abortion. 
 
Section XII provides that an unborn child at any stage of development who is carried in the womb qualifies as 
a dependent minor as it relates to income taxes.  
House Bill 481 also states that any citizen in Georgia has standing and the right to intervene and defend in any 
action challenging the constitutionality of any portion of this act, which becomes effective on January 1, 
2020.    

     
  

HB 502  Civil practice; continuances for members of the Board of Regents and the Attorney General; 
revise  
By:  Rep. Andrew Welch (110th)    Through the Judiciary Committee  

Final Bill Summary:   HB 502 amends the criteria under which court continuances shall be granted to 
accommodate the official duties of members of the Board of Regents of the University System of Georgia, 
members of the State Board of Education, and the attorney general. For members of the Board of Regents or 
the State Board of Education, the bill allows for continuances during the board's sessions when the member is 
otherwise occupied as counsel or party in any court case. Current law requires that the member simply be 
"engaged" as counsel or party in any case at the time of the board's session. For cases in which the attorney 
general is of counsel, the bill allows for a continuance if the case is scheduled to be called for any reason, 
rather than the current "for any purpose," during sessions of the General Assembly or 15 days preceding or 
following such sessions. 
 
Legislative leave is also addressed. A member of the General Assembly who is a party to a civil or criminal 
case or lead counsel for a case pending in any trial or appellate court, shall be granted upon request the stay of 
a case: for seven days prior to the regular or extraordinary session of the General Assembly; the length of any 
regular or extraordinary session of the General Assembly; or the entirety of the day during which a member 
serves or is a staff member of a legislative committee and the committee holds a scheduled meeting; or for 
civil cases when the member attends a national legislative conference or board meeting, a caucus meeting, or 
meeting of a study committee of the General Assembly. 
 
For all other requests, the member may receive a continuance and stay when the member certifies to the court 
that his or her presence is required elsewhere due to his or her duties with the General Assembly. The 
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certification must be in writing and state with a degree of specificity the nature of the General Assembly duties 
that require the continuance or stay. Opposing counsel, any person who is alleged by the state to be a victim in 
a criminal case, any party in a civil case, or the court itself has 10 days to object to a member's request by 
stating with particularity the grounds in which a stay or continuance will cause significant harm to the rights of 
the parties or is detrimental to the interest of justice. 
 
The court, upon the receipt of the objection, will consider the following factors in determining whether to grant 
or deny the continuance or stay: the length of time the case has been pending; the length of the delay that the 
stay or continuance will cause to the resolution of the case; the nature of the duties of the General Assembly 
that require the continuance or stay; and other factors relevant in determining the harm to the rights of the 
parties.    

     
  

HB 530  Education; prohibit parents or guardians from withdrawing or removing a child from a public 
school for the purpose of avoiding compliance with laws relating to mandatory attendance, 
school discipline, parental involvement, or parental responsibilities  
By:  Rep. Bill Hitchens (161st)    Through the Juvenile Justice Committee  

Final Bill Summary:   HB 530 requires that the Department of Education provide copies of declarations of 
intent to utilize home study programs to the local school systems in which the home study program is located. 
Moreover, if a child is withdrawn from a public school without a declaration of intent and that child stops 
attending a public school for a period of 45 days, the school must contact the Division of Family and Children 
Services to conduct an assessment where the purpose is limited to determining whether the withdrawal was to 
avoid educating the child. Presentation of a filed declaration of intent will satisfy the assessment.    

     
  

HB 543  Domestic relations; equitable caregivers; provide  
By:  Rep. Chuck Efstration (104th)    Through the Judiciary Committee  

Final Bill Summary:   House Bill 543 creates a process by which a judge may confer standing to have access to 
the court in cases involving the care, custody, or welfare of a minor child upon individuals who can 
demonstrate by clear and convincing evidence that to do otherwise would cause the child to suffer physical or 
long-term emotional harm. This high bar to have standing as an equitable caregiver can only be met by 
proving: a permanent, unequivocal, committed, and responsible parental role in the child's life has already been 
established; this role was fostered or supported by a parent of the child; and the individual seeking standing has 
a bonded and dependent relationship with the child and has also accepted full and permanent responsibilities of 
the child without expectation of financial compensation. Equitable caregiver standing will not be available in 
cases in which the parents of the child are not separated and the child is living with both parents, or if any child 
welfare and youth services cases involving the child or parents is open with the Division of Family and 
Children Services of the Department of Human Services. If standing is established, the court may confer 
certain rights on the child to have contact with the equitable caregiver.    

     
  

HR 1  Nathan Deal Judicial Center; naming the forthcoming new state appellate judicial complex  
By:  Rep. David Ralston (7th)    Through the State Properties Committee  

Final Bill Summary:   House Resolution 1 declares that the state appellate judicial complex be designated and 
known as the "Nathan Deal Judicial Center".    

     
  

HR 214  House Rural Development Council; reauthorize  
By:  Rep. Sam Watson (172nd)    Through the Economic Development & Tourism Committee  

Final Bill Summary:   HR 214 reauthorizes the House Rural Development Council (RDC) for two more years. 
The RDC shall be composed of 15 members of the House of Representatives appointed by the speaker of the 
House, with two members to be designated as co-chairpersons. The RDC shall be authorized to begin meeting 
in different rural locations within the state beginning on April 1, 2019. The co-chairpersons shall file two 
reports of findings and recommendations, one no later than December 31, 2019 and the second prior to 
December 31, 2020. The RDC shall be abolished on December 31, 2020.    

     
  

SB 1  "C.J.'s Law"; penalty for hit and run accidents that result in serious injury; provide  
By:  Sen. Elena Parent (42nd)    Through the Judiciary Non-Civil Committee  

Final Bill Summary:   SB 1, titled 'C.J.'s Law', refines the Code regarding the crime of serious injury by 
vehicle. The bill adds those who, without malice aforethought, leave the scene of a vehicular accident that 
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results in serious bodily injury. This crime is punished as a felony, with a term of imprisonment for not less 
than one year nor more than 10 years.    

     
  

SB 2  Public Utilities and Public Transportation; electric membership corporations and their 
affiliates; authorize; broadband services; provide  
By:  Sen. Steve Gooch (51st)    Through the Energy, Utilities & Telecommunications Committee  

Final Bill Summary:   Senate Bill 2 allows an electric membership corporation (EMC) to provide and operate 
broadband facilities or form, fund, support, and operate a broadband affiliate. An EMC or an affiliate may 
apply for and utilize loans, grants, or other financing and enter into contracts, agreements, partnerships, or 
other types of business relationships.  
 
No EMC, broadband affiliate, or gas affiliate shall permit cross-subsidization between its electricity services 
activities, its broadband activities, or its gas activities. Furthermore, an affiliate providing retail broadband 
service may not condition the receipt of electricity service upon receipt of broadband services, nor provide 
more favorable terms for electricity services in exchange for the purchase of retail broadband service. 
 
Each broadband affiliate must develop and maintain a cost allocation manual, to be approved by the Public 
Service Commission (PSC), describing the EMC's methods of cost allocation and other information and 
policies required to ensure compliance with the cross-subsidization requirements. The PSC shall have 
jurisdiction over each broadband affiliate and each EMC that has a broadband affiliate that provides retail 
broadband.  
 
The bill states that an EMC that terminates, without cause, a new or existing pole attachment agreement with a 
provider shall not be permitted to form or utilize a broadband affiliate for one year from the date of termination 
if the number of poles with attachments under the terminated agreement constitutes one-half or more of all 
EMC's poles containing an attachment by a provider.  
 
Lastly, the bill states the General Assembly finds a person providing broadband services should be permitted to 
use existing electric easements to provide or expand access to broadband services.    

     
  

SB 9  Invasion of Privacy; sexual extortion; prohibit; definitions; elements of the crime; provide  
By:  Sen. Harold Jones II (22nd)    Through the Judiciary Non-Civil Committee  

Final Bill Summary:   SB 9 prohibits sexual extortion. The bill outlaws the conduct of intentionally coercing 
orally, in writing, or electronically another individual, more than 18 years of age, to distribute any photograph, 
video, or image that depicts any individual in a state of nudity or engaged in sexually-explicit conduct. The 
punishment upon the first offense is a misdemeanor of high and aggravated nature. The punishment upon the 
second or subsequent offense is punished as a felony with imprisonment for not less than one nor more than 
five years. Each violation is considered a separate offense and does not merge with any other offense. 
 
SB 9 also updates and revises the crime of sexual assault by persons with supervisory or disciplinary authority. 
An individual commits the offense of improper sexual contact by an employee or agent in the first degree 
when such individual knowingly engages in sexually-explicit conduct with another person, whom such 
employee or agent knows or reasonably should have known is contemporaneously: enrolled as a student at a 
school where he or she is an employee or agent; under probation, parole, accountability court, or pretrial 
diversion supervision, of the office or court in which he or she is an employee or agent; a patient in or at a 
hospital in which he or she is an employee or agent; in the custody of a correctional or juvenile detention 
facility, facility providing services to a person with a disability or child welfare, in which he or she is an 
employee or agent; the subject of a psychotherapy or counseling of such employee or agent; or admitted for 
care at a sensitive care facility in which he or she is an employee or agent. The punishment is imprisonment for 
not less than one nor more than 25 years, a fine not to exceed $50,000, and the offender must be placed on the 
Sexual Offender Registry. 
 
An individual commits the offense of improper sexual contact by an employee or agent in the second degree 
when such individual knowingly engages in sexual contact, excluding sexually-explicit conduct, with another 
person, whom such employee or agent knows or reasonably should have known is contemporaneously: 
enrolled as a student at a school which he or she is an employee or agent; under probation, parole, 
accountability court, or pretrial diversion supervision, of the office or court in which he or she is an employee 
or agent; a patient in or at a hospital in which he or she is an employee or agent; in the custody of a 
correctional or juvenile detention facility, facility providing services to a person with a disability or child 
welfare, in which he or she is an employee or agent; the subject of a psychotherapy or counseling of such 
employee or agent; or admitted for care at a sensitive care facility in which he or she is an employee or agent. 
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The punishment is a misdemeanor of high and aggravated nature. Upon a second or subsequent conviction of 
the offense of improper sexual contact by an employee or agent in the second degree, the person is guilty of a 
felony with imprisonment for not less than one nor more than five years and must be placed on the Sexual 
Offender Registry.    

     
  

SB 15  "Keeping Georgia's Schools Safe Act"  VETOED 
By:  Sen. John Albers (56th)    Through the Education Committee  

Final Bill Summary:   Senate Bill 15 creates the 'Keeping Georgia's Schools Safe Act'. The act requires public 
schools to conduct site threat assessments by a certified private individual or company or by a government 
agency. Every public school must conduct a site threat assessment before January 1, 2021 and every five years 
thereafter. Every public school must submit a school safety plan to the Department of Education after the local 
law enforcement agency has approved the plan. The Department of Education will post a list of which schools 
have submitted a school safety plan and which schools have yet to meet this requirement. 
 
Additionally, SB 15 streamlines communication efforts between schools and the relevant state intelligence 
agencies by designating a single individual at each school as the school safety coordinator. The bill requires 
schools to use and promote a statewide mobile application, the 'See Something Send Something' anonymous 
app, to report suspicious activity or potential threats.    

     
  

SB 17  Public Utilities and Public Transportation; authorize telephone cooperatives and their 
broadband affiliates; provide broadband services  
By:  Sen. Steve Gooch (51st)    Through the Energy, Utilities & Telecommunications Committee  

Final Bill Summary:   Senate Bill 17, which relates to the 'Rural Telephone Cooperative Act,' gives 
cooperative non-profit corporations the ability to furnish, improve, and expand broadband services. These 
services may be furnished in conjunction or separately from telephone service; however, broadband services 
are not eligible for fund recovery through the Universal Access Fund.    

     
  

SB 25  Rules of the Road; when driver of a vehicle need not stop upon meeting or passing a school bus; 
clarify  
By:  Sen. Bill Heath (31st)    Through the Public Safety & Homeland Security Committee  

Final Bill Summary:   Senate Bill 25 allows drivers to continue driving past a stopped school bus on a highway 
with separate roadways only when the roadways are separated by a grass median, unpaved area, or physical 
barrier when the bus is on the separate roadway.    

     
  

SB 37  Statute of Frauds; clarify that a mutual agreement to modify an existing promise, agreement, 
contract; shall be in writing and subject to statute of frauds  
By:  Sen. William Ligon, Jr. (3rd)    Through the Judiciary Committee  

Final Bill Summary:   Senate Bill 37 amends the requirements for making obligations binding on a promisor. 
Currently, certain promises must be in writing to be enforceable. These promises include promises by an 
executor, administrator, guardian, or trustee to answer damages out of his or her own estate; promises to 
answer for the debt, default, or miscarriage of another; any agreement made upon consideration of marriage; 
any contract for sale of lands, or any interest in or concerning lands; any agreement that is not to be performed 
within one year from the making thereof; any promise to revive a debt barred by a statute of limitation; and 
any commitment to lend money.  
 
Now, any agreement to modify, alter, cancel, repeal, revoke, release, or rescind such a promise, agreement, 
contract or commitment must also be in writing and signed by all parties. However, where a party admits in a 
pleading, testimony, or otherwise in court that such an agreement was made then that agreement shall be 
enforceable even if not reduced to writing.    

     
  

SB 66  "Streamlining Wireless Facilities and Antennas Act"  
By:  Sen. Steve Gooch (51st)    Through the Energy, Utilities & Telecommunications Committee  

Final Bill Summary:   Senate Bill 66, the 'Streamlining Wireless Facilities and Antennas Act', streamlines the 
deployment of small cells in public rights-of-way by placing caps on fees and deadlines for application 
processing.  
 
A small cell, or a "small wireless facility", is defined as a piece of communications network equipment that 
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meets both of the following qualifications: the antenna can fit within an enclosure of no more than six cubic 
feet, and all other wireless equipment associated with the small cell is no more than 28 cubic feet.  
 
A wireless provider may "collocate", meaning to install, mount, modify, or replace, small cells, and install, 
modify, or replace poles under Code Section 36-66 without an agreement with an authority and without an 
implementing ordinance. An "authority" includes a county, consolidated government, or a municipality, but 
does not include electric utilities. To receive a permit to collocate a small cell or to install, modify, or replace a 
pole, an applicant shall pay a fee for: each application for the collocation of small cells on an existing pole to 
be assessed by the authority that shall not exceed $100 per small cell; each application for each replacement 
pole associated with small cells assessed by the authority that shall not exceed $250; each application for a 
new pole associated with small cells assessed by an authority that shall not exceed $1,000 per pole; an annual 
right-of-way occupancy rate assessed by the authority for non-exclusive occupancy that shall not exceed $100 
per year for each small cell on an existing or replacement pole or $200 per year for each new pole; an annual 
attachment rate for collocations on authority poles not to exceed $40 per year per small cell; make-ready work; 
and a generally applicable non-discriminatory fee for any permit required under generally applicable law. The 
monetary caps provided in the first five items shall increase 2.5 percent annually beginning on January 1, 
2021.  
 
If the Federal Communications Commission's (FCC) order, which states that rates and fees for small cell must 
be cost-based, is overturned and not subject to further review or appeal, the state fees shall double beginning 
on July 1 of the calendar year following the final FCC review decision. Furthermore, on July 1 of the following 
year, the monetary caps shall be removed and applicants shall pay any fees or rates that are considered as fair 
and reasonable compensation to the authority. 
 
Section 36-66C-7 contains the requirements for a governing authority's review of applications for uses that are 
subject to administrative review. Within 20 days of receiving an application, the authority shall notify the 
applicant in writing of the commencement and completion dates of scheduled or anticipated widening, repair, 
reconstruction, or relocation of the applicable right-of-way within 24 months of the date the application is 
filed; notify the applicant of any grounds for denial; and determine whether the application is complete and 
inform the applicant of its determination in writing. A denial shall be sent in writing and shall identify all 
reasons for the denial, including the provisions of applicable codes and other standards.  
 
Small cells and new, modified, or replacement poles to be used for collocation of small wireless facilities may 
be placed in the right-of-way as permitted, subject to applicable codes, and with the following requirements: 
each new, modified, or replacement pole installed in the right-of-way in a historic district and in a residential 
zone shall not exceed 50 feet or greater above ground level; each new, modified, or replacement pole installed 
in the right-of-way not in a historic district or residential zone shall not exceed 50 feet above ground level or 
10 feet in height greater than the tallest existing pole in the same authority's right-of-way; and new small cells 
in the right-of-way shall not exceed more than 10 feet above the existing pole or support structure or the height 
limits previously provided for a new, modified, or replacement pole. 
 
SB 66 requires a wireless provider to comply with reasonable and non-discriminatory requirements that 
prohibit communications and electric service providers from installing poles in a right-of-way in an area 
designated for underground or buried facilities where: the authority has required all facilities other than light 
poles and attachments to be placed underground; does not prohibit the replacement of light poles or the 
collocation of small cells in the designated area; and permits wireless providers to seek a waiver of the 
underground requirements for the placement of a new pole to support small cells. An authority that adopts 
underground requirements after an agreement is made shall allow a wireless provider to maintain any small 
cells already collocated to any applicable pole or allow a wireless provider to replace the pole associated with a 
collocated device at the same location or an alternate location within 50 feet of the prior location.  
 
Within a historic district, an applicant may collocate or place a pole only when it receives a permit from the 
authority per Code Section 36-66C-6 and complies with objective and reasonable aesthetic and structural 
requirements that have been made publicly available by the authority at least 30 days prior to submission of an 
application; however, the historic district requirements may not inhibit the provider's technology or service and 
the requirements shall not be considered a part of the small cell for the purpose of size restrictions. 
 
For new pole applications in rights-of-way zoned for residential use, the authority may propose an alternate 
location within 100 feet of the requested location. The provider shall use the alternate location unless the 
location imposes technical limits or significant additional costs. 
 
Applicants may submit a consolidated application, provided that the application shall be for a geographic area 
no more than two miles in diameter. The denial of one or more small cells or poles within a consolidated 
application shall not delay the processing of other small cells or poles in the application. An authority may 
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issue a single permit or multiple permits for the small cells and poles in the consolidated application. The bill 
has further stipulations based on county, consolidated government, or city parcel size. 
 
If multiple applications are received by the authority to install two or more poles or collocate two or more 
small cells on the same pole, the authority shall resolve the conflicting requests in an appropriate, reasonable, 
and non-discriminatory manner. 
 
The bill does not apply to an authority and provider agreement entered into prior to October 1, 2019, and it 
shall not apply to that authority until the agreement expires or is terminated.    

     
  

SB 158  "Anti-Human Trafficking Protective Response Act"  
By:  Sen. Brian Strickland (17th)    Through the Juvenile Justice Committee  

Final Bill Summary:   SB 158 is the 'Anti-Human Trafficking Protective Response Act'. The bill authorizes the 
Division of Family and Children Services (DFCS) to provide emergency care and supervision of any child who 
is the victim of human trafficking for labor or sexual servitude without a court order or the consent of the 
parents or legal guardian. Moreover, SB 158 directs DFCS and law enforcement to take the child to an 
available victim services organization, which is certified by the Criminal Justice Coordinating Council, to 
provide comprehensive trauma-informed services.  
 
SB 158 limits the prosecution of prostitution to individuals who are 18 years of age or older. In addition, the 
occurrence of either of the following shall be prima-facie evidence of the existence of a nuisance when: the 
owner or operator of any building for any sexually-related charges based on conduct in or on the premises of 
such buildings; or when the prosecuting attorney of the county in which the building is located notifies the 
owner in writing that two or more separate sexually-related charges or indictments have occurred on the 
premises within a 24-month period prior to the notice, and another sexually-related charge occurs within the 
next 24-month period after said notice. The bill provides a defense to nuisance claims if the owner or operator 
aids law enforcement in the investigation of criminal sexual-related conduct.    

     
  

SB 167  Relative Search by DFCS; foster placement for a child adjudicated as a dependent; determine 
such child's permanency plan; provide  
By:  Sen. Matt Brass (28th)    Through the Juvenile Justice Committee  

Final Bill Summary:   SB 167 increases the amount of preference given to foster parents regarding custody 
cases. Six months from the date a relative receives notice of a dependency hearing and fails to demonstrate an 
interest in and willingness to provide a permanent home for a child, the court may excuse the Division of 
Family and Children Services from considering the relative as a placement. Moreover, the court may presume 
that continuation of the child's placement with current caregivers is in the best interest of the child if the court 
finds that the child has been living in a stable home environment for 12 months and that removal of the child 
would be detrimental to the child's well-being.    

     
  

SB 177  General Assembly; requirements for consideration of local legislation revising existing districts 
or creating new districts; provide  
By:  Sen. Matt Brass (28th)    Through the Governmental Affairs Committee  

Final Bill Summary:   Senate Bill 177 provides requirements for local bills which revise or create districts for 
county boards of commissioners, county boards of education, independent boards of education, or municipal 
governing authorities. A plan to create or revise districts must be drawn or certified by the staff of the 
Legislative and Congressional Reapportionment Office of the General Assembly. When the local government 
entity wishes to have districts drawn, they must contact a member of the General Assembly who represents the 
area and request a letter of sponsorship. If a member of the General Assembly proceeds with a local bill 
containing a district plan that was not drawn or certified by the Legislative and Congressional 
Reapportionment Office, a letter from the office will be attached to the bill stating that the district plan has not 
been certified.    

     
  

SB 190  Child Custody Intrastate Jurisdiction Act; party may bring a counterclaim for contempt in 
response to a complaint seeking a change of legal or physical custody; provide  
By:  Sen. John Kennedy (18th)    Through the Juvenile Justice Committee  

Final Bill Summary:   SB 190 updates and clarifies the Code regarding legal custody and physical custody of a 
minor child. The bill also allows for counter claim actions in custody cases.    
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SB 225  Juvenile Code; in conformity with the federal Social Security Act and the Family First 
Prevention Services Act; bring provisions  
By:  Sen. Larry Walker III (20th)    Through the Juvenile Justice Committee  

Final Bill Summary:   SB 225 updates and revises the Code to comply with 'The Family First Prevention and 
Services Act' in order to maintain federal funding. In order to preserve the tribal culture of children who are 
members of federally-recognized Native American Tribes, the bill increases the standard of evidence in 
proving maltreatment in dependency cases involving such children. SB 225 creates a new type of placement 
for children called a "Qualified Residential Treatment Program" that has a trauma-informed treatment model 
designed to address the needs, including clinical needs, of children with serious emotional or behavioral 
disorders and is able to implement the treatment, identified through assessment, to determine the 
appropriateness of placing a child within the program. The bill lists the qualifications for clinicians working in 
the program, procedures for assessing this placement, judicial oversight, and the mechanism for a child's 
family to work through a case plan overseen by the court and the Division of Family and Children Services 
(DFCS). The program must also be licensed in accordance with federal law. Moreover, the bill adds to existing 
legal requirements to provide vital records to youth aging out of foster care by requiring DFCS to provide any 
official documentation necessary to prove a youth was previously in foster care for more than six months.    

     
 

 


