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2019 SESSION:  HIGHER EDUCATION BUDGET AND LEGISLATIVE HIGHLIGHTS 

 

The higher education budget is comprised of funding for:  the University System of Georgia (USG), with 

9.4% or $2.6 billion in Fiscal Year 2020 state appropriations for nearly 330,000 students at 26 colleges 

and universities; the Technical College System of Georgia (TCSG), which has 22 colleges and 88 satellite 

campuses throughout the state that will utilize 1.36% of state funds at $374 million in Fiscal Year 2020; 

and the Georgia Student Finance Commission, with $1 billion in lottery and state-funded student 

financial  support or 3.67% of FY 2020 appropriations.   In total, HB 31, the FY 2020 budget bill, 

appropriates $3.9 billion, or 14.4%, of the state’s $27.5 billion budget for the higher education of over 

450,000 students.   

 

Higher Education Budget 

 An increase of $89.3 million is included for rising enrollment and square footage needs in both 

systems.  

 HB 31 increases HOPE and Zell Miller Scholarship funds by $73.7 million for 21,700 additional 

awards and increases the award amount by 3%. Another $3 million is provided to increase the 

award amount for the Zell Miller Scholarship for private schools from $2,308 to $2,808.  

 The REACH Scholarship is also increased by $782,000 to add another 162 scholars statewide.   

 With the adjustments to state-funding in FY 2020, a total of $894 million in scholarships and 

other financial aid is available to students in the coming year. 

 The FY 2020 budget funds a number of positions and services within the University of Georgia’s 

agriculture and veterinary sciences programs, including $641,580 for two precision agriculture 

faculty and one vegetable breeder and $656,640 to fund 12 4-H educator positions.  Additions 

for the Veterinary Medicine Experiment Station include:  $300,000 for 20 poultry isolation units; 

$110,000 for an applications systems developer position; $157,500 for maintenance and 

operations; and $300,000 for the Athens and Tifton Veterinary Diagnostic Laboratories contract. 

 In the FY 2020 budget, $1.8 million is appropriated to the Augusta University/University of 

Georgia Medical Partnership to increase its annual medical school class size from 40 to 60 

students.  

 The Georgia Cyber Center at Augusta is appropriated $100,000 to expand opportunities for 

traditionally underrepresented groups in the field of cybersecurity. 
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 HB 31 includes a bond package of $368 million for University System and Technical College 

System of Georgia’s institutions, including $60 million for major facility improvements, as well as 

funding for new construction and renovation projects. In addition, $5 million is provided to the 

Georgia Research Alliance (GRA) for equipment and technology infrastructure.  

 The FY 2020 budget provides the Georgia Public Library Service with $544,761 in additional 

formula funds to bring the materials grant back to the pre-recession level of $.35 per capita. This 

is in addition to $197,745 in enhanced formula funding associated with an increase in population. 

The General Assembly’s bond package provides $13.1 million to public libraries including:  $3 

million to fully fund the state match for major repair and renovation projects; $2.6 million for 

technology improvements and upgrades to prepare for the 2020 Census; $1.5 million for 

repurposing grants; and $6 million for renovation and expansion projects at five libraries. The 

Amended FY 2019 includes $326,859 for establishing a statewide children’s digital library. 

 Georgia Military College receives an increase of $444,940 for enrollment growth and training at 

its Preparatory School in the Amended FY 2019 budget, as well as $30,000 for school security 

grants; one-time funds of $213,810 for the Junior College budget to provide an emergency 

notification and camera security system (FY 2020); and $1.2 million for projects at Jenkins and 

Boylan Halls.  

 The state is investing in the growing field of aviation by including $35 million in Amended FY 2019 

for Chattahoochee Technical College to establish an Aviation Academy at Silver Comet Field and 

the Paulding Northwest Atlanta Airport. In the FY 2020 budget, TCSG’s formula is increased by 

$910,000 for Central Georgia Technical College to relocate its aviation programs to facilities at 

Macon Regional Airport and $348,534 is provided for Aviation Maintenance Technician program 

instructors at Central Georgia, Savannah, and Georgia Northwestern Technical Colleges. 

 

Higher Education Legislation 

 HB 218 by Rep. Rick Williams (145th) allows students who receive the HOPE scholarship for the 

first time after July 1, 2019 to remain eligible for the scholarship for up to 10 years, and during 

that 10-year period, active duty military service will not count against a student’s eligibility. 

 HB 266 by Rep. Marcus Wiedower (119th) doubles the tax deduction for contributions made to 

Georgia Higher Education College Savings Plans to $4,000 per beneficiary for individual filers and 

$8,000 per beneficiary for joint filers. 

 SB 91 by Sen. Chuck Hufstetler (52nd) allows for an accredited non-public orthodontic school and 

residency program that is sponsored by a properly accredited hospital or postsecondary 

institution to be exempt from necessary authorization by the Georgia Nonpublic Postsecondary 

Education Commission, provided it annually submits proof of a surety bond or letter of credit 

totaling $450,000 for the five years following the program's qualification for the exemption. 

  


