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More than 6 million American adults are prohibited
from voting because of felony convictions.
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State law, not federal, determines if convicted felons retain or lose their right to vote. State laws run the
spectrum from maintaining full voting rights to permanent revocation. Each state can vary their approach,
but there are four general categories:

NO RESTRICTIONS DURING PRISON DURING PRISON AND PROBATION INDEFINITE LOSS

Convicted felons do
not lose their voting
rights, even while in

prison.

Voting rights are only
lost during

incarceration and are
restored upon release.

Voting rights are lost during
incarceration and any probation or

parole period. In some states, this will
also include loss of voting rights until
any outstanding restitution is repaid. 

Voting rights are indefinitely
lost. Depending on the state, an

additional waiting period or a
governor's pardon is necessary

for full restoration.

No Restrictions
During Prison
Prison and Probation
Indefinite Loss

Georgia is one of 22 states that allow

rights to be restored after completion of

prison sentence, probation, and, in some

cases, restitution payments. Among the

other states, two have no restrictions

on voting rights of felons, 14 restrict

voting rights until prison sentence

completion, and 12 indefinitely

suspend voting rights for felons

unless a pardon is granted.

The national trend has been toward reinstating voting rights. Since 1997, 23 states have expanded voter eligibility.

According to the Georgia Constitution, "no
person who has been convicted of a felony
involving moral turpitude may register,
remain registered, or vote except upon
completion of the sentence." Some states,
such as Alabama, have made recent efforts
to formally define "moral turpitude" to
provide clarity on which felonies should be
included in that category. Historically,
Georgia has included all felonies, regardless
of the severity of offense, when deciding
who will lose the right to vote. 

During the 2019
Session, the Georgia

Senate approved 

establishing a study
committee to investigate

allowing non-violent
felons to vote. 
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248,751
voting-age adults

in Georgia are
prohibited from

voting due to
a felony

conviction.
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