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Transportation Special Purpose Local Option Sales Tax 
(TSPLOST) 

 
Regional TSPLOST 
 
In 2010, the General Assembly approved the passage of House Bill 277, the ‘Transportation 
Investment Act of 2010’. This legislation recognized the current regional development 
commission boundaries and created special taxing districts within those boundaries. The 
statute allows each region to develop and put before voters a project list to be funded with a 
one cent sales and use tax in the region.  In 2012, three regions approved the TSPLOST 
measure. The projects currently under construction and those that have been completed are 
contributing to congestion mitigation and safety improvements for the traveling public in and 
through those areas. Another benefit of the TSPLOST program is that regions can leverage 
locally-raised money to move projects forward without having to wait on available state 
funding and programming. In 2018, a fourth region adopted a regional tax and began 
collections to fund the project list approved by their voters. 
 
Those regions that did not approve the original ballot question may still put forth the question 
of imposing a one cent sales and use tax to fund transportation projects to the voters. Each 
region needs to initiate the development process and approve a project list through the 
roundtable process. The statute established a regional roundtable as a conference of the local 
governments of a special district created pursuant to this article and held at a centralized 
location within the district. The purpose of the roundtable is to establish the investment criteria 
and determine projects eligible for the investment list for the special district. Each county is 
represented on the roundtable by two officials. One must be a mayor elected from a caucus of 
mayors. The second representative must be either a county commission chair, sole 
commissioner, mayor, or chief executive officer of the county governing authority.    
 
Each region also has an executive committee composed of five representatives elected from 
among the roundtable members. The executive committee also includes two members of the 
House of Representatives selected by the chairperson of the House Transportation Committee 
and one member of the Senate selected by the chairperson of the Senate Transportation 
Committee. Each member of the General Assembly appointed to the executive committee shall 
be a non-voting member of the executive committee and shall represent a district which lies 
wholly or partially within the region represented by the executive committee. The executive 
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committee is not permitted more than one representative from any one county, but any 
member of the General Assembly serving on the executive committee shall not count as a 
representative of his or her county. 
 
In coordination with the planning director at the Department of Transportation (DOT), the 
regional roundtable develops the project list for which the executive committee holds at least 
two public hearings on the list. The list is then be considered by the roundtable. If the list is 
voted down, members may submit amendments which are voted on separately. A final vote is 
taken on the amended list and, if approved, is submitted to the director. If no list is approved 
and gridlock is declared, the district is then responsible for a 50 percent match for any local 
maintenance and improvement grants (LMIG) from the DOT. This match requirement remains 
in place until the roundtable approves a list and a referendum is held. For those roundtables 
approving a list that is rejected by voters, the match requirement is 30 percent. The regions 
where TIA has been implemented are only required to match 10 percent. 
 

 
 
Currently, the four TSPLOST regions have approved 1,022 total projects valued at $1.58 billion. 
Collections for TSPLOSTs in the original three regions to implement the tax total $911.8 million 
from calendar year 2013 through May 2019. For the Southern Georgia Region, which began 
implementation in October 2018, collections total $36.3 million. The River Valley Region, 
Central Savannah River Area Region, and the Heart of Georgia Altamaha Region will continue 
collections through 2022, while the Southern Georgia region will collect until 2028. Across these 
four regions, 498 projects have been completed and 61 are under construction.  
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One TSPLOST project funded in the Central Savannah River Area Region was the transportation 
management center in Augusta, which opened in time to meet the demands of the 2019 
Masters Golf Tournament. The technology employed by the center allows signal technicians 
and engineers to improve safety and reduce delays on the busiest corridors. During the Masters 
Tournament week, the simultaneous monitoring of all roadways that led to patron parking 
allowed for the adjustment of traffic flow in real-time.  
 
Both Harris and Columbia Counties are preparing to widen State Route 1/US 27, the main street 
in Hamilton and Pine Mountain. The construction of passing lanes at frequent intervals is 
expected to alleviate some of the traffic flow problems and allow local traffic to proceed at a 
comfortable rate.  
 
Single County TSPLOST  
 
The single county TSPLOST was initially established in 2015 in House Bill 170, ‘The 
Transportation Funding Act’. It was subsequently revised in 2018 with the passage of House Bill 
134. In order to qualify for a single county TSPLOST referendum, a county must already impose 
a regular SPLOST. A minimum of 30 percent of the revenue generated must be used on projects 
consistent with the Statewide Strategic Transportation Plan (SSTP); the rest of the proceeds of 
the tax are distributed according to the intergovernmental agreement, if there is one. The tax 
can be renewed following the same process while the current tax is still in place or upon 
expiration of the current tax.  
 

 
 
The single county TSPLOST allows each county to leverage local funds for their most pressing 
projects. In rural areas, the need may be great for resurfacing. For example, Colquitt County’s 
goal for the TSPLOST was to resurface approximately 197 miles of county roads and to prevent 
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the millage rate from rising. For other local governments, the priority may be the local airport, 
transit vehicle replacement, or improvement of transit facilities like Athens-Clarke County is 
planning.  
 
As of the spring of 2019, 86 of Georgia’s 159 counties are collecting a TSPLOST to fund 
transportation projects. There are 62 counties with the regional TSPLOST in place; 23 counties 
with a single county TSPLOST in place; and one with both a regional and a single county 
TSPLOST. The revenues being utilized in these areas are bridging the gap between what the 
state is able to provide and what local governments feel is most pressing.  
 

The single county 
TSPLOST is an efficient 
delivery tool still 
available for the counties 
throughout Georgia. 
Counties not imposing a 
transportation tax may 
decide which route, 
regional or single county, 
works best or for which 
they are eligible for and 
pursue imposition. No 
county may ask for both 
a regional and a single 
county TSPLOST on one 
ballot; however, as 
Georgia continues to 
grow and more demands 
are put on the 
infrastructure, these 
funding options will 
continue to remain 
valuable options to 
communities in the 
state. 
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