
1 | P a g e  
 

Prepared by: David Hartman, Morgan Hall, and Patrick Love 
May 24, 2019 

 
House Budget and Research Office 

COVERDELL LEGISLATIVE OFFICE BUILDING, ROOM 412 
ATLANTA, GEORGIA  30334 

         404-656-5050     MARTHA R. WIGTON 
DIRECTOR 

 
2019 Session:  Agriculture, Natural Resources, and Forestry Budget and Legislative Highlights 

 
The state of Georgia features a wealth of agricultural and natural resources, including over 70,000 miles 
of streams and rivers, 425,000 acres of lakes, 4.5 million acres of freshwater wetlands, and over eight 
million acres of classified “prime” farmland. The state’s agricultural industry contributes $73.7 billion to 
the state’s economy and over 392,000 jobs; additionally, the outdoor recreation industry provides $27.3 
billion to Georgia’s economy and helps employ over 238,000 people.  
 
In October of 2018, Hurricane Michael devastated much of Southwest Georgia. According to the 
University of Georgia Cooperative Extension, the storm caused more than $2.5 billion in losses to the 
agricultural industry. The legislature convened in November of the same year to pass over $270 million 
in aid to provide relief to those affected.   
 
Fiscal Year 2020 Budget Highlights 

 The FY 2020 budget funds a number of positions and services within the University of Georgia’s 
agriculture and veterinary sciences programs, including $641,580 for two precision agriculture 
faculty and one vegetable breeder and $656,640 to fund 12 4-H educator positions. Additions 
for the Veterinary Medicine Experiment Station include:  $300,000 for 20 poultry isolation units; 
$110,000 for an applications systems developer position; $157,500 for maintenance and 
operations; and $300,000 for the Athens and Tifton Veterinary Diagnostic Laboratories contract. 

 Bonds in the FY 2020 budget include $1.3 million for facility repairs at farmers markets 
statewide and $2.95 million for updates and repairs to the Georgia Poultry Laboratory Network 
in Gainesville. 

 The FY 2020 budget provides $134,171 to the Environmental Protection Division of the 
Department of Natural Resources for two environmental compliance specialists who will be 
tasked with responsibilities for drinking water systems and solid waste landfill inspections. 

 The FY 2020 bond package includes $5 million for the renovation of roadways at Stone 
Mountain Park and $24.35 million for facility major repairs and renovations at parks statewide. 

 In an effort to assist Georgia’s water resources, the FY 2020 budget restores $423,495 to the 
Georgia Rural Water Association and $200,000 to the Metropolitan North Georgia Water 
Planning District. The FY 2020 budget also adds $55,000 for resource conservation and 
development district grants to increase each individual district’s funding by $5,000. 

 In addition to the 2% merit increase, the FY 2020 budget includes $1.3 million for the State 
Forestry Commission to increase starting salaries and address pay parity for forest rangers and 
foresters.   
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Amended Fiscal Year 2019 Budget Highlights 

 A key item in the Amended FY 2019 budget is the addition of $20 million for emergency disaster 
relief assistance to Georgia farmers in counties impacted by Hurricane Michael. This add builds 
upon the $55 million appropriated to the Georgia Development Authority to assist farmers 
during the 2018 Special Session. Area landowners suffered $1.6 billion in commodity losses to 
agriculture, $763 million in losses for forest products, and $63 million in equipment losses. 

 In the AFY 2019 budget, $1.1 million in additional revenue from the Lifetime Sportsman License 
is recognized in the Department of Natural Resources for the Wildlife Endowment Fund, which is 
used for conservation efforts, management of wildlife and fishery resources, and purchasing 
land. An additional $5.6 million is recognized in the Hazardous Waste Trust Fund bringing the 
total appropriation in the current budget to $9.6 million for cleanup activities.  

 The AFY 2019 budget also includes $14 million in the OneGeorgia Authority for statewide water 
planning to support Lake Lanier water storage and the state’s estimated future water needs. 

 The Amended FY 2019 budget includes an additional $33.7 million to fund Forestland Protection 
Act grants in the Department of Revenue, bringing the total amount of funding for the program 
to $47.8 million. These funds will be used to reimburse county governments and school systems 
for property tax revenues and will satisfy all outstanding applications received by the 
department. 

 
 
Legislation 
HB 201 by Rep. Don Hogan (179th) prohibits live-aboard vessels from discharging sewage into estuarine 
areas of the state. Individuals operating or floating live-aboard vessels with marine toilets must create 
and maintain records for at least one year containing the names and locations of pump-out facilities 
used. Pump-out facilities are to create and maintain records for at least one year that indicate the name 
and vessel registration number, date of pump-out, and verification of pump-out.  The bill gives the 
Department of Natural Resources the authority to adopt rules and regulations relating to overnight or 
long-term anchoring, as well as to establish anchorage areas within estuarine areas of the state. 
 
HB 213 by Rep. John Corbett (174th) allows for the cultivation and processing of hemp and hemp 
products in Georgia. The bill further provides for colleges and universities in the University System of 
Georgia to conduct research on hemp, including the development of new hemp varieties, seed 
development, and consumer uses. 
 
House Bill 213 requires hemp growers to apply annually for a license and pay a license fee of $50 per 
acre cultivated up to a maximum fee of $5,000. Any grower must be a qualified agriculture producer and 
provide the Department of Agriculture with the following upon application for a license: a legal 
description and global positioning coordinates to locate fields and greenhouses used for cultivation of 
hemp; a written agreement with a permitted processor with which the grower intends to enter into a 
partnership; written consent allowing the Georgia Bureau of Investigation and other affected law 
enforcement to enter premises where hemp is being cultivated, harvested, or handled to conduct 
inspections; and a criminal background check. No person may hold more than one hemp growers license 
nor be issued a license if convicted of a felony or misdemeanor involving the sale of or trafficking of a 
controlled substance. 
 
The Department of Agriculture may annually accept applications for hemp processor permits. Hemp 
processors must pay an initial fee of $25,000 for a permit and $10,000 for the annual renewal of the 
permit. A processor must provide the following to the Department of Agriculture to receive a permit: a 
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legal description and global positioning coordinates to locate facilities for processing hemp; a written 
agreement with a licensed grower with which the processor intends to enter into a partnership; written 
consent allowing the Georgia Bureau of Investigation, and other affect law enforcement, to enter 
premises where hemp is being processed; a surety bond in the amount of $100,000 issued by a surety 
company authorized to do business in the state; and a criminal background check. A permit may not be 
issued if the applicant has been convicted of a felony or a misdemeanor involving the sale or trafficking 
of a controlled substance. Every permittee shall at all times have written agreements with at least five 
growers. A permitted processor may also apply for and be issued no more than one growers license. 
Harvested hemp may be brought to Georgia for processing, provided the originating state has a 
qualifying hemp cultivation program in place. 
 
The Department of Agriculture, using its own personnel or qualified independent contractors, has the 
right to test hemp at the fields and greenhouses of growers, as well as at the processing facilities of 
processors. If a test sample taken from a grower's facility reveals a delta-9-THC concentration greater 
than 0.33 percent, then the grower's crop must be destroyed under the supervision of law enforcement. 
If the sample from the grower reveals a delta-9-THC concentration between .30 percent and .33 
percent, the sample shall be retested; if the retested sample is found to be above .30 percent, the crop 
shall be destroyed under the supervision of law enforcement. If a sample test taken from a processing 
facility reveals a delta-9-THC concentration above .30 percent, all hemp products at the facility shall be 
destroyed. Until December 31, 2022, when a grower's crops is required to be destroyed, half of the 
value of the destroyed crop will be reimbursed by the processor. 
 
HB 213 states that the following violations shall not result in a criminal or civil action, but require a 
corrective action plan to be submitted to the Department of Agriculture: failing to provide a legal 
description of the land; failing to obtain a license; producing a crop with more than the federally-defined 
THC level for hemp; or otherwise negligently violating rules and regulations. Any licensee that violates a 
corrective action plan three times in a five-year period shall have their license permanently revoked. If 
the commissioner of the Department of Agriculture determines that a licensee has violated state law 
with a culpable mental state greater than negligence, the commissioner shall report the licensee to the 
United States attorney general and the state attorney general. 
 
Within 60 days of the effective date of the chapter, the commissioner of the Department of Agriculture, 
in consultation with the governor and state attorney general, shall submit to the secretary of agriculture 
of the United States a plan to regulate hemp production. The plan shall include a system to maintain 
information regarding land on which hemp is produced, a procedure to test delta-9-THC concentration 
levels in hemp, and a procedure to enforce rules and regulations.  
 
HB 220 by Rep. Terry Rogers (10th) changes sunset dates, effective dates, and fees related to the Solid 
Waste Trust Fund and Hazardous Waste Trust Fund.  The sunset date for tire disposal fees related to the 
Solid Waste Trust Fund is changed to June 30, 2022. Effective July 1, 2020, the replacement tire fee is 
decreased from $1 to $0.38.  The sunset date for the collection of surcharges per ton of solid waste and 
the fees collected for hazardous waste management related to the Hazardous Waste Trust Fund is 
changed to July 1, 2022. Effective July 1, 2020, the per ton surcharge on solid waste disposal is changed 
from $0.75 per ton to $0.51 per ton. 
 
HB 223 by Rep. Robert Dickey (140th) inserts the definition for "animal waste" into Code Section 12-14-1, 
which concerns oil or hazardous material or releases. 
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HB 332 by Rep. Steven Meeks (178th) allows for the commissioner of the Department of Agriculture to 
appoint a designee to serve on agricultural commodity commissions, except for the Agricultural 
Commodity Commission for Peanuts. 
 
HB 382 by Rep. John Burns (159th) aligns the language concerning qualified governments or recreation 
authorities eligible to receive funds from the Georgia Outdoor Stewardship Trust Fund with the 
definitions in the rules and regulations of the Department of Community Affairs. It states that no more 
than five percent of all funds received by the Georgia Outdoor Stewardship Trust Fund may be used to 
administer the program. 
 
HB 445 by Rep. Don Hogan (179th) provides new determinants for establishing boundaries associated 
with the 'Shore Protection Act.' The boundaries are to be drawn as follows: 25 feet landward from the 
landward most sand dunes to shore; 25 feet landward from the crest of a shoreline stabilization activity; 
or, in the absence of sand dunes or stabilization structures, 25 feet landward from the ordinary high-
water mark for private property or 100 feet landward from the ordinary high-water mark for state 
property.  The bill provides for a minor activity permit that allows alterations to property if the impact is 
less than one-third of the portion of the property within the jurisdictional boundary. 
 
HB 445 creates a Shore Protection Committee within the Department of Natural Resources. The 
committee shall be composed of five members, including the commissioner of the Department of 
Natural Resources and four individuals selected by the board. Three of the board-selected individuals 
shall be a resident of Camden, Glynn, McIntosh, Liberty, Bryan, or Chatham County. The committee has 
the authority to issue orders or decisions on permits that are relevant to the 'Shore Protection Act'. 
 
HB 458 by Rep. Joseph Gullett (19th) prohibits the use of per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS) in 
Class B firefighting foam during training, unless it is used at a training facility capable of preventing the 
release of the foam into the environment. The bill does not restrict the use of foam containing PFAS for 
fire-fighting operations. 
 
HB 501 by Rep. Jesse Petrea (166th) allows for the board of the Department of Natural Resources to 
create rules regarding the shellfish industry, including the: size, possession, and creel limits; season and 
siting criteria; number of leases issued per year; and the importation of shellfish, shellfish tissues, or 
shells into the state. Following the establishment of a harvesting season, master harvesters may apply 
for permission to harvest during the closed season.  The Department of Natural Resources is to continue 
leasing intertidal water bottoms using a bidding system and shall offer leases of subtidal water bottoms 
using a lottery system.  HB 501 requires an individual to obtain a permit establishing the maximum 
number of cages that may be deployed. Permits are to be approved in 25-cage increments at a fee of $1 
per cage. 
 
HB 512 by Rep. Sam Watson (172nd) creates the Agricultural Commodity Commission for Propane. The 
commission will consist of five members, three of whom are elected by the House Committee on 
Agriculture and Consumer Affairs and three members elected by the Senate Agriculture and Consumer 
Affairs Committee. All members of the commission must be either a propane dealer or distributor and 
cannot be a member of the General Assembly. 
 
No more than 10 percent of funds collected can be used for administrative expenses. A referendum is to 
be held every five years to vote on the continuation of the commission. 
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The bill allows for the commissioner of the Department of Agriculture to promulgate and adopt rules 
related to fertilizers, liming materials, and soil amendments derived from industrial by-products. The 
commissioner is authorized to share any related information and consult with agencies such as, but not 
limited to, the Environmental Protection Division of the Department of Natural Resources and the 
United States Department of Agriculture's Natural Resources Conservation Service. 
 
HR 591 by Rep. Vance Smith (133rd) creates the House Study Committee on Workforce Housing. The 
committee is tasked with reviewing current practices and regulations relating to residential design 
mandates and the effects of those mandates on affordable housing options and consumer choices.  The 
committee is composed of five members of the House of Representatives, as appointed by the speaker 
of the House.  
 
SB 72 by Sen. Tyler Harper (7th) and carried by Rep. Trey Rhodes (120th) removes county-specific 
restrictions on maximum open hunting seasons for opossums and raccoons, subsequently setting a 
statewide maximum open season of October 15 to February 29 for both animals. An archery extension 
to the maximum open season concerning deer for specific counties is removed, and the Department of 
Natural Resources may extend the season for archery by rule to January 31 for any region, county, or 
locale. The bill sets a maximum deer bag limit of 12, except by rule of the department for deer taken on 
department-managed lands. The department may exempt a bear taken on department-managed lands 
from the maximum bag limit. 
 
SB 72 also defines "air gun" as any pistol, handgun, or shoulder-held device of not less than 0.30 caliber 
that propels a projectile utilizing unignited compressed air or gas. The bill prohibits the use of an air gun, 
except for hunting big game during primitive weapon hunts, primitive weapon seasons, and firearm 
seasons. This portion of the bill shall be reviewed by the General Assembly during the 2020 Legislative 
Session and stand repealed on July 1, 2020 without action from the General Assembly. 
 
The bill allows for the use of feed or bait to lure feral hogs, so long as the feed or bait is not placed in a 
manner that prohibits the hunting of any species of wildlife on any adjoining property. 
 
Senate Bill 72 removes a restriction on hunting game animals using shotguns with a capacity of more 
than three shells. The bill further removes language concerning the use of a plug that limits a shotgun's 
capacity. 
 
SB 75 by Sen. Ellis Black (8th) and carried by Rep. Clay Pirkle (155th) authorizes the State Board of 
Veterinary Medicine to operate a professional health program to provide monitoring and rehabilitation 
services to impaired veterinarians in the state. A veterinarian is considered "impaired" if the individual is 
unable to practice due to illness, use of alcohol, drugs, narcotics or chemicals, or any mental or physical 
condition. The bill allows for the office of the Secretary of State, on behalf of the State Board of 
Veterinary Medicine, to enter into a contract to provide the services. Any impaired veterinarian who 
chooses to participate in the program must pay all associated costs. Information provided to the board 
regarding the monitoring or rehabilitation of veterinarians is to be considered privileged and 
confidential. 
 
SB 99 by Sen. Tyler Harper (7th) and carried by Rep. Vance Smith (133rd) allows for any person who 
applies for a hunting, fishing, or trapping license to make an anatomical gift. The Department of Natural 
Resources may make the organ donation information available to procurement organizations as 
provided by the 'Georgia Revised Uniform Anatomical Gift Act'. 


