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2019 SESSION:  DEFENSE AND VETERANS HIGHLIGHTS  

 
The 2019 legislative Session included many budgetary and legislative accomplishments to support 
Georgia’s veterans. The U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) reports that as of 2016, there are over 
700,000 veterans currently residing in Georgia, 61,000 of whom are active duty service members across 
the 10 military installations.  More than 1.5 million individuals who are eligible for some form of military 
benefits reside in Georgia. This year’s session addressed many legislative items to expand services, 
increase benefits, fund innovation, and continue to honor our veterans.  

As an example of the state’s commitment to veterans and active duty service members, the University 
System of Georgia (USG) is one of the most robust systems in the country for supporting military 
personnel who pursue a higher education. Over 8,000 student within the USG students utilize VA 
benefits, which is more than any other public four-year state system in the nation and every USG 
institution has dedicated veteran/military student space on campus.  Eight university system institutions 
are designated by the National Security Agency and the Department of Homeland Security as a Center of 
Academic Excellence for Cyber Operations.  Finally, the Military Times publication ranks eight USG 
institutions within the “Best Colleges 2019” with Georgia Southern University ranked #1; the University 
of North Georgia ranked one of the top six senior military colleges; and two additional USG institutions 
sited within the “Top 10 Cyber Programs.”1 

The Technical College System of Georgia (TCSG) is also nationally recognized for its support of active 
military and veterans. In school year 2019, there are over 8,100 active duty, veterans, and 
dependents/spouses of military enrolled in Georgia’s technical colleges. Additionally, TCSG has five 
colleges in the top 20 list for “Best for Vets:  Colleges 2019 Career and Technical Colleges” that include:   
Savannah Technical College, ranked #2; Gwinnett Technical College, ranked #3; Wiregrass Georgia 
Technical College, ranked #8; Augusta Technical College, ranked #16; and Central Georgia Technical 
College, ranked #19.2 

FY 2020 Budget 

 The FY 2020 budget provides the Department of Veterans Service (DVS) with $128,946 to 
establish an additional field office to serve Clayton and Fayette Counties, and authorizes the use 
of existing funds to re-establish the popular annual Veteran’s Benefits Supermarket. Currently, 
there are more than 28,000 veterans residing between Clayton and Fayette Counties. Overall, 
DVS operates 51 field service offices across the state, plus an additional 25 satellite offices in 

                                                           
1 https://charts.militarytimes.com/chart/9 
2 https://rebootcamp.militarytimes.com/news/education/2018/10/22/best-for-vets-colleges-the-best-schools-for-military-students-in-2019/ 
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lower population areas. Veterans are encouraged to visit their local office for assistance with 
state and federal benefits. 

 The FY 2020 budget also provides the Department of Community Affairs (DCA) with $75,000 for 
the Military Family Support Center in Cobb County. This center is a public-private partnership 
that provides multiple products and services to active and retired military personnel, as well as 
other eligible participants in the Metro Atlanta area.  

 The Defense Community Economic Development Grant is appropriated $200,000 in this year’s 
budget. This program provides assistance to military communities and ensures the viability of 
our state military installations.  

 A related budgetary item is $400,000 for the Savannah Logistics Technology Corridor. This 
funding will provide space for the state to work with industry partners, including the Georgia 
Cyber Center, to develop advanced logistic technology. Some of these technologies may include:  
robotics, drones, autonomous vehicles, and tracking systems. 

 The FY 2020 bond package includes $2.1 million for improvements at the Georgia War Veterans 
Nursing Home in Milledgeville.  

 The Georgia Cyber Innovation and Training Center, which supports the federal Cyber Center of 
Excellence at Fort Gordon, receives an additional $1.4 million in the FY 2020 budget to support 
its operations and programs. 

 The Georgia Student Finance Commission will administer about $5.5 million for the Georgia 
Military College Scholarship, the North Georgia Military Scholarship, and the North Georgia 
ROTC Grants to support students who aspire to serve in the military. Additionally, $1.75 million 
is allocated for HERO Scholarships and National Guard Service Cancelable Loans to support the 
academic goals of service members and their families. 

2019 Legislation 

 HB 25 by Rep. Dave Belton (112th) allows active duty service members to terminate a contract 
with a provider of television, video, and audio programming services; internet access services; or 
health spa or gym services when a service member is ordered to relocate to a location that does 
not support the contract from that provider for a period of at least 90 days.  The notice of 
termination shall be effective on the date stated in the notice provided it is accompanied by 
either a copy of the official military orders or a written verification signed by the service 
member's commanding officer indicating the relocation. 
  

 HB 26 by Rep. Dave Belton (112th) enters the state of Georgia into the Psychology Inter-
jurisdictional Compact (Psypact), and gives the State Board of Examiners of Psychologists the 
authority to administer and participate in the compact. A person permitted under this compact 
to practice inter-jurisdictional telepsychology, temporary practice, or both, may practice 
psychology in Georgia.  The compact is intended to regulate the temporary in-person practice of 
psychology by psychologists across state boundaries for 30 days within a calendar year. It 
authorizes the appropriate state authority to give legal recognition, in accordance with the 
compact, to psychologists licensed in another compact state. The compact also allows for tele-
psychological practice.  
 

 HB 33 by Rep. Eddie Lumsden (12th) allows a grace period of up to six months for the renewal of 
a weapons carry license for any service member whose license expires while they are on active 
duty. Once home, the service member may carry within the limits of the permit until they renew 



3 | P a g e  
  Prepared by:  Michael Polacek  

& Patrick Love 
May 17, 2019 

 

their license, as long as they have their military orders or a written verification signed by the 
commanding officer with them. Any application submitted within six months of discharge from 
active duty or reassignment to this state will be considered for a renewal license. 
 

 HB 39 by Rep. Dave Belton (112th) enters the state of Georgia into the 'Physical Therapy 
Licensure Compact Act'. It authorizes the State Board of Physical Therapy to administer the 
compact for the state. The bill is designed to increase public access to physical therapy services 
by providing for the mutual recognition of other member state licenses. 
 

 HB 59 by Rep. Dave Belton (112th) allows parents or guardians on active duty in the military to 
pre-enroll a student when official military orders to transfer into or within the state of Georgia 
are received. Students will be eligible to enroll in the same manner and time as students 
residing within the local school system, in the public school of the attendance zone in which he 
or she will be residing, or in a public school in a school system in which the military base or off-
base military housing is located. 
 

 HB 64 by Rep. Brian Prince (127th) requires that the appropriate child welfare agency make 
efforts as soon as possible to notify the applicable military installation's family advocacy 
program in the event of a child abuse or neglect allegation involving an active-duty military 
parent or guardian. 
 

 HB 218 by Rep. Rick Williams (145th) provides that students receiving a HOPE Scholarship 
between July 1, 2011 and June 30, 2019 will remain eligible for that scholarship for up to seven 
years from their high school graduation date; however, if the student serves in the military 
during that seven-year period, their active duty service will not count towards the seven years. 
HB 218 also provides that students receiving a HOPE scholarship on or after July 1, 2019 will 
remain eligible for that scholarship for up to 10 years from their high school graduation date; 
however, if the student serves in the military during that 10-year period, their active duty 
service will not count towards the 10 years. 
 

 SB 77 by Sen. Jeff Mullis (53rd) provides that any person who damages, destroys, loses, takes, or 
removes a publicly-owned military service monument is liable for attorney's fees and court costs 
expended by the public entity, as well as triple the amount of the full cost of repair or 
replacement of the monument. An agency may relocate a monument if necessary for 
construction or expansion, but the monument must be relocated to a site of similar prominence. 
The bill prohibits the relocation of a monument to a museum, cemetery, or mausoleum. 
 

 SB 103 by Sen. Gail Davenport (44th) requires any airport owned or operated by a county, city, or 
other political subdivision of the state with scheduled commercial air service to establish at least 
two priority parking spaces for veterans. For the purposes of this Code section, the term 
"veteran" applies to any person issued a motor vehicle license plate designated for veterans and 
who has that plate on the motor vehicle that he or she is operating or is a passenger therein.\ 
 

 SB 140 by Sen. Ed Harbison (15th) extends the sunset date of the World War I Centennial 
Commission to either December 31, 2019 or 30 days after activities of the commission are 
completed, whichever is earlier. 
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 SB 170 by Sen. Bruce Thompson (14th) designates the Honor and Remember flag as the state's 
emblem of the service and sacrifice of the members of the armed forces who have given their 
lives in the line of duty. Designated areas where the flag may be displayed for visibility to the 
public is also included in the bill. Local governments may display the flag at any local 
government building and any department or agency may adopt guidelines as necessary. 

  


