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GEORGIA FORESTRY
COMMISSION

HURRICANE MICHAEL
Recovery & Cleanup Efforts

On October 10, 2018, more than 2 million acres of forestland were impacted when Hurricane Michael moved across
southwest Georgia. The estimated value of timber loss is $762,683,909. As soon as safety allowed, GFC staff jumped
into action, clearing roads for critical infrastructure repair. Over ane year later, we continue to work with Georgia's
forest landowners who were impacted through the Forest Access Road and Firebreak Restoration Program and
the Forest Debris Management Program (both created under HB1EX), and through the Timber Tax Credit Program
(created under HB4 EX). Here are some of the highlights of our work to date:

FOREST ACCESS ROAD AND FIREBREAK RESTORATION PROGRAM

= 1,152 requests from 1,102 landowners for assistance in clearing debris from forest access roads and firebreaks.
= Completed 1,137 of requests as of January 15, 2020.

= |nvested 9,541 hours on GFC crawler tractors and dozers to date.

= Estimate 126 hours to complete remaining 15 requests.
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FOREST DEBRIS MANAGEMENT PROGRAM, TIMBER TAX CREDIT PROGRAM & OTHER COST SHARE PROGRAMS

= Approved 1,086 applications allocating $18.4 million to clean up 224,866 acres through the Forest Debris
Management Program.
= Working with the Georgia Department of Revenue, 690 applications have been pre-approved for
$79.5 million in tax credits through the Timber Tax Credit Program.
= Provided 209 service visits with CRP stands impacted by the storm, servicing a total of 9,293 acres.
= Serviced 864 applications covering 94,512 acres through the Emergency Forest Restoration Program.
= Conducted six flights, totaling 24 hours and 2,830 miles, to monitor for beetle infestations and other
pests in impacted stands.
 Urban Forest Strike Teams surveyed 31 communities in 26 SW GA counties.
= Conducted 62 in-person programs to nearly 2,000 landowners in the declared area since October 11, 2018,
providing education and assistance for all recovery programs; also conducted extensive media and social
media outreach throughout the same time period to cover same topics as in-person programs.
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