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                  WHERE DOES THE MONEY GO? 
The department of education in Georgia has a budget 
of $19,007,701,383.00 per year in just elementary and 
secondary education. Students can look to education 
grants in addition to scholarships. 
Education expense is not cheap in Georgia.  Although 
there are student loans available, students should look 
into education grants first. Unlike loans, students do 
not have to pay back the amount they receive in 
grants.   
In December 2013 Georgia was named a winner in the 
third round of applications, receiving the second 
highest score among 16 applicants.  The state received 
$51.7M over the four-year grant period, the largest 
award given to any state in round three. Georgia’s 
application focused on expanding on these five critical 
areas. 
1. Building Successful State Systems 
2. Increasing High Quality, Accountable programs. 
3. Promote Early Learning Outcomes 
4. Developing a Great Early Childhood Education 
Workforce 
5. Measuring Outcomes and Progress.  (including in 
#5 is expanding the quality of data collected for 
children, programs, and educators by pooling 
additional, existing data feed from participating 
agencies to expand the Cross Agency Child Data 
System)   (SLDS?) 
http://www.usgrants.org/georgia/education-grants 

 WHERE YOU’RE SCHOOL DOLLARS GO----- 

Big city school districts love to cry poverty every chance 
they get. They’re very skilled at selling the media on ideas 
that they’re barely getting by on spare change, mostly due 
to evil education budget cuts at the state level. 

Then they turn around and spend money by the bucket 
on items that have no connection to student learning. The 
Atlanta School District is a very good example. 

Heading into fiscal year 2013, district officials published a 
budget plan that called for a $30 million reduction in 
overall spending, departmental budget cuts averaging 
10%, a reduction in force of between 285 and 485 
employees, and four planned furlough days where there 
would be no student instruction. 

 Based on examination of other districts, we would guess 
that most of the travel was related to professional 
development conferences at fancy hotels in various cities. 
We would also bet that a fair number of the trips were 
“grant-funded”, which means they may have been paid 
for grant money from Washington D.C. or the Georgia 
state government. As we have stated before—so what? 
Federal and state grant money is still TAX money, taken 
from the pockets of working Americans to fund a lot of 
waste at the school district level. 

Times were tough, you know.  But somehow district 
employees managed to have a great time that year, with 
seven (I count 9) figures worth of food, drink and 
extensive travel, all courtesy of taxpayers.  

District employees had a total of 1,189 transactions at 
hotels throughout the United States in 2012-2013 for a 
total cost of $505,105. 

http://www.usgrants.org/georgia/education-grants
http://www.usgrants.org/georgia/education-grants
http://www.usgrants.org/georgia/education-grants


They had 1,343 transactions with airlines, travel agencies 
and related businesses, costing a total of $245,333. 
They had 3,054 transactions at restaurants throughout 
Georgia and the rest of the U.S., totaling $72,762.  They 
had 50 transactions at various catering businesses totaling 
$100,566. 
We came across several other areas of questionable 
spending. Some of them may be reasonable, but it’s 
impossible to tell without the cooperation of school 
officials, and their not talking. We would love to know 
why district officials spent $6.8 million in legal fees, or 
$330,000 on moving and storage fees, particularly with so 
many employees around who could help with moving—if 
their union contract allows such a thing. 
The district also reported medical expenses of more than 
$1 million, which would normally be covered by 
insurance. It also listed a lawsuit payment of $154,111, 
which would normally be covered by the districts liability 
insurance carrier. 
There was also a mysterious payment of $118,444 to 
Alison and Tim Caputo. 
It also gave $54,650 to the Atlantic Civic Center, $25,000 to 
the Georgia Dome and $45,564 to the Georgia World 
Congress Center 
TOTALING: A STAGERING  $9,451,535.00 amount of 
taxpayer or grant money with no accountability from 
Atlanta School District. 
Perhaps those figures shouldn’t be surprising, coming 
from a district that gave us one of the largest, most 
notorious cheating scandals in the history of American 
education.  
 

But one would think, with a greatly reduced budget and cuts for all 
departments (including a 7% cut to the Curriculum and Instruction 
Division) that they might have made an effort to cut down on the 
travel and free food a bit. 
Perhaps shame and guilt are not common emotions for the people 
who operate Atlanta Public Schools. http://eagnews.org (Ashleigh 
Costello 
Contributed to this report) 
  I, personally ask where was Dr. John D. Barge, State School 
Superintendent, in all of the APS disgrace? 
                                              MORE GRANTS 
Georgia Department of Education received:  a Local Competitive 
Grant—Title II Part B 
“Grant Award Notification: August 22, 2014”. 
Program Dates: October 1, 2014 – September 30, 2016 
Estimated Amount to be Awarded: $5,300,000. 
Anticipated Number of Awards: 15-25  www.gaboe.org 
                            GAINESVILLE TIMES 
10-6-14: $1.99 billion requested to fund universities for 2016 budget 
and a separate $254.8 billion for facilities. UNG official said it is $46.4 
million higher or 2.4% than for fiscal year 2015.  The request also 
includes $19.2 million for the GA. Public Library System. 
10-14: $138,483 grant received from state D.O.E. to U.N.G. will allow 
UNG to partner with Hall, Lumpkin, to strengthen science teacher’s  
skills and knowledge. These Federal Mathematics and Science funds 
will allow 180 hours of instruction to 30 area elementary teachers.  
Participating teachers will be allowed a substitute to attend seminars 
and will receive a $750 stipend for each of two seminars.  Program 
requires teachers to the pass along what they learned. 

http://eagnews.org/
http://www.gaboe.org/
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