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Introduction

The House Study Committee on Regional Transit Solutions was created by House Resolution
1605 during the 2016 Legislative Session of the Georgia General Assembly. HR 1605
acknowledges that traffic congestion in metropolitan Atlanta is a serious concern and study is
needed to determine what role a region-wide transit system should play in mitigating congestion.

HR 1605 also recognizes that a study is required to evaluate and propose regional transit
solutions that could advance the metropolitan Atlanta region as well as the state.

The resolution acknowledges that the committee shall consider whether fundamental reforms are
necessary to ensure establishment of a comprehensive region-wide system which will service the
growing needs of the metropolitan Atlanta region, as well as determine whether the creation of a
new regional transit governance model is an option that should be investigated.

House Resolution 1605 provides for the membership of the committee, consisting of seven
members to be appointed by the Speaker of the House of Representatives. The Speaker
appointed the following members: Representative Christian Coomer, Chair; Representative John
Carson; Representative Chuck Efstration; Representative Mike Glanton; Representative Chuck
Martin; Representative Calvin Smyre and Representative Tom Taylor.

The study committee held five public meetings at the State Capitol during 2016, one of which
was an organizational meeting occurring on July 27th. The four meetings with presentations by
invited speakers occurred on August 15th, September 1st, September 20th, and December 14th.
During these meetings, the committee heard testimony from multiple different agencies and
organizations involved in transportation and transit in Georgia, including the Georgia
Department of Transportation, Georgia Regional Transportation Authority, State Road and
Tollway Authority, Atlanta Regional Commission, Perimeter Community Improvement District,
Georgia Transit Association, Owen Transit, Uber, Metro Atlanta Rapid Transit Authority
(MARTA), BYD Heavy Industries, and Fulton County. This report provides a summary
overview of the agendas of each meeting and the concurrent meeting with the Senate Study
Committee on Regional Transit Solutions held on September 1, 2016.

The abolishment date for the Regional Transit Solutions Study Committee was initially
December 1, 2016. Chairman Coomer petitioned and was granted an extension by the Speaker of
the House to December 31, 2016.
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Summary of the July 27, 2016 Organizational Meeting
House Regional Transit Solutions Study Committce

Attendance:

Representative Christian Coomer, Study Committee Chairman
Representative Chuck Efstration

Representative Tom Taylor

Representative John Carson

Representative Chuck Martin

Representative Calvin Smyre

Guests:
Representative Jan Jones, Speaker Pro Tem
Representative Pat Gardner

Chairman Coomer called the meeting to order, discussed scheduling logistics, and had each
member give a brief introduction.

Chairman Coomer stated that transit policy study committees in the past have issued reports and
have passed the baton along on issuing real world solutions and near term suggestions; whereas
the goal of this Transit Solutions Study Comrmittee is to provide near term suggestions and long-
term solutions. Chairman Coomer stated his desire for the study committee to be effective and
there will be three additional meetings before the end of September 2016. Structurally the study
committee chairman is asking that there be one person, per organization to address the study
committee as a whole.

Representative Efstration asked Chairman Coomer if it were possible for the Georgia
Department of Transportation (GDOT) and the State Road and Tollway Authority (SRTA) to
testify before the study committee. Chairman Coomer said both organizations would be mvited

to testify before the study committee.
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Minutes of the August 15, 2016 Meeting
House Regional Transit Solutions Study Committee

Attendance:

Representative Christian Coomer, Study Committee Chairman
Representative Chuck Efstration

Representative Tom Taylor

Representative John Carson

Representative Chuck Martin

Representative Calvin Smyre

Representative Mike Glanton

Chairman Coomer called the meeting to order and announced that the Senate Study Committee
on Regional Transit Solutions extended an invitation to meet concurrently with the House Study
Committee on Regional Transit Solutions for the next two meeting dates.

The agenda for the August 15, 2016 meeting included presentations and or comments from:

Commissioner Russell McMurry, Georgia Department of Transportation
Scott Haggard and Caine Williamson, Atlanta Regional Commission
Yvonne Williams, Perimeter Community Improvement District

Robert Hiett, Georgia Transit Association

Bill Owen, Owen Transit
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Minutes of the September 1, 2016 Meeting
House and Senate Regional Transit Solutions Study Committees

Attendance:

Representative Christian Coomer, Senator Steve Gooch

House Study Committee Chairman Senate Study Committee Chairman
Representative Chuck Efstration Senator Brandon Beech
Representative John Carson Senator Lindsey Tippins
Representative Chuck Martin Senator Valencia Seay

The agenda for the September 1,2016 meeting included presentations and or comments
from: ’

1. Introductory remarks from the chairmen: Representative Christian Coomer and
Senator Steve Gooch

2. Yvonne Williams, Central DeKalb Perimeter Improvement District

Nick Juliano, Public Affairs Manager Southeast Region, Uber

4. Chris Tomlinson, Executive Director of the Georgia Regional Transportation
Authority (GRTA) and the State Road and Tollway Authority (SRTA)
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Minutes of the September 20, 2016 Meeting
House Regional Transit Solutions Study Committee

Attendance:

Representative Christian Coomer, Study Committee Chairman
Representative John Carson '
Representative Chuck Efstration

Representative Chuck Martin

Representative Mike Glanton

Representative Calvin Smyre

Representative Tom Taylor

Guest:
Representative Pat Gardner

The agenda for the September 20, 2016 meeting included presentations and or comments

from:

Introductory Remarks by Representative Christian Coomer, Chairman

Keith Parker, MARTA General Manager and CEO

Macy Neshati, Senior Vice President BYD Heavy Industries, BYD Coach and Bus
Todd Long, Chief Operations Officer, Fulton County
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Minutes of the December 14, 2016 Meeting
House Regional Transit Solutions Study Committee

Attendance:

Representative Christian Coomer, Study Committee Chairman
Representative Mike Glanton
Representative Tom Taylor

The agenda for the December 14, 2016 meeting:

1. Introductory Remarks by Representative Christian Coomer, Chairman

2. Discussion of the recommendation made by the Senate Study Committee on Regional
Transit Solutions to provide the funds necessary for a consulting firm to be hired to
provide more detailed information into the transit issue.

3. Discussion of recommendations of the House Committee on Regional Transit Solutions:
The consensus gleaned from the study committee and from the content of the various
study committee meetings is that there is the political will and desire for broad and
sweeping changes in the very complex and important area of transit in the greater metro
area of Atlanta. Members unanimously voted to recommend the commission of a
thorough study to produce recommendations for the whole General Assembly to consider
for the coming legislative term.

Committee Findings

The committee has considered testimony and information presented by interested members of the
public, as well as representatives of state executive agencies during its study. While the
committee was able to assemble important facts relevant to shaping policy for reforming public
transit in Georgia, the members, who are part-time, citizen legislators, recommend the General
Assembly fund a robust study of potential regional transit policy solutions, including
considerations of changes to funding models and governance models by a professional firm for
the General Assembly to consider and direct.
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Mr. Speaker, these are the findings and recommendations of your Study Committee on
Regional Transit Solutions.

Respectfully Submitted,

The Honorable Christian Coomer,
Representative, 14th District,
Chairman

Prepared By:

Tracy Atcheson

Fiscal & Policy Analyst

House Budget and Research Office
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