
Representative Rick Jasperse offers the following Addendum to the House Lottery Oversight Committee 

Report: 

 It is my observation and opinion, as Chairman of the House Education Committee, that although 

technically the recommendation may not come under the domain of the lottery, the end result of the 

actions of the Board of Regents has a dramatic effect on lottery performance. 

 Knowing the HOPE and Zell Miller Scholarship programs are merit-based, as tuition has 

increased, those students who may, due to many factors such as poor educational opportunities / 

attainment, income, or some social issue, are not HOPE Scholars, are priced out of higher education 

rather quickly. 

 This decrease in affordability of higher education to many Georgia citizens increases debt of our 

students, hurting their long-term economic stability. 

 

 

Representative Tom Kirby offers the following Addendum to the House Lottery Oversight Committee 

Report: 

It is past time to remind the Board of Regents the lottery funds via HOPE and Zell Miller Scholarships is 

not their personal bank.  I have often heard the Board of Regents claim the University of Georgia is a 

great value for the students.  That may have been true in the distant past, but not today.  Having 

personally written the checks to Georgia State University, the University of Kentucky and the University 

of Georgia, I can tell you, UGA is not a good value.  In fact, when comparing UGA to UK, we find the 

following: 

 Both are their respective states “flagship” universities 

 Both were established as land grant institutions 

 Both have national and internationally recognize academic programs 

 Both have nationally recognized athletics  

 While UGA has more students, the ratio of the number of students to state populations is again 

similar 

However, there is a BIG BIG difference in the cost to attend.  In simple terms, in-state tuition costs to 

UGA mirror out-of-state tuition costs to UK.  Using lottery money thorough the scholarship programs 

has allowed the Board of Regents to inflate cost at an alarming rate, to the point that soon it will be 

cheaper for Georgia high school graduates to attend schools outside of Georgia. 

 


