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An inclusive, public-
private partnership 

committed to making 
Cleveland lead safe

–

Over 500 members 
believe that no child 

should ever be 
poisoned by lead



| Crisis of Childhood Lead Poisoning

• Effects of lead poisoning are long-term 
and cumulative

• Cleveland children with EBLLs are:
• 27% lower chance of being on-track 

for kindergarten
• 25-30% more likely to enter the 

juvenile justice system 
• 34% more likely to be incarcerated 

as adults
• By age 23, more likely to have relied 

on public assistance programs



Public Health Crisis with a 
Housing Solution



|The Lead Safe Approach

• Using a Lead Safe approach, Rochester successfully reduced 
childhood lead poisoning rates by 85% in 10 years

• Lead Free and Lead Safe are not interchangeable terms
• Lead Free: all lead-based paint, soil, and components have 

been removed from the home or “abated” 
• Lead Safe: all lead risks (peeling paint, dust, soil) in and 

around the home have been safely controlled through 
“interim controls” and are therefore no risk to inhabitants 
with maintenance

• Feasible, Effective, and Proven



|Cleveland’s Lead Poisoning Prevention Law

• Beginning March 2021, the City of Cleveland 
required residential rental units built before 
1978 to proactively get a Lead Safe 
Certification

• To get the certification, property owners 
must provide the City with a copy of a 
clearance examination or risk assessment

• Inspection must be permed by a private, 
state-certification professional, showing that 
lead hazard were not identified in the unit.



|Cleveland’s Lead Poisoning Prevention Law



Pairing the Certification with 
Resources



|Lead Safe Home Fund

• First-of-its-kind public-private fund to support property owners 
and families achieve their Lead Safe Certification

• 5-year, $99.4 million target budget 
• The Fund encompasses two interrelated functions: 

• Lead Safe Resource Center
• Lead Safe Home Loans and Grants



|Lead Safe Resource Center 

• One-stop-shop for lead poisoning 
prevention
• Lead Safe Certification navigation
• Community outreach 
• Lead 101 education
• Workforce training + DIY landlord 

training
• Lead Safe Hotline
• Referrals to Financial Assistance



|Lead Safe Home Loans and Grants

• Financial assistance for landlords 
• Loans
• Grants
• Incentives to achieve Lead 

Safe Certification



|Public-Private Investments

• Public Sector: City of Cleveland, Cuyahoga County, and State of 
Ohio

• Philanthropy: Grants and PRI
• Private Sector: Hospitals, MCOs, Banks, CDFIs, and 

Corporations

$53.5 million investment still needed 
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|Research and Evaluation

• Role of the Lead Safe 
Auditor 

• Monitoring the impact 
of the Lead Safe 
Certification

• Quarterly reports

• Public dashboard



Learn More

Website: www.leadsafecle.org
Email: info@leadsafecle.org

Lead Safe Hotline: 866-601-LEAD
Social Media: @LeadSafeCLE

Emily Lundgard
Senior Program Director, 

Enterprise Community Partners
elundgard@enterprisecommunity.org
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