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the legislative 
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The Census Matters

Funding

$23.8 billion/year in 
federal funds 

distributed to Georgia 

Apportionment

DŜƻǊƎƛŀΩǎ ǾƻƛŎŜ ƛƴ 
Congress

Redistricting

CǳƭŦƛƭƭƛƴƎ άhƴŜ 
tŜǊǎƻƴΣ hƴŜ ±ƻǘŜέ

Policymaking

Crafting policies for the 
people of Georgia
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2020 Redistricting Data

Due: April 1 (by federal statute)

Delivered: August 12

Delays 

The pandemic, fires, floods and policy changes caused 
counting and post-counting processes to be delayed.
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8/26/2011: Redistricting Completed
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Source: All About Redistricting; Ballotpedia
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8/26/2021: Redistricting Completed
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Disclosure avoidance

ÅFederal statutes require 
the protection of 
ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘŜƴǘǎΩ 
information*

ÅThe previous system 
proved to be breakable

ÅAny system to protect 
privacy reduces accuracy 
and usability

*¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ŦŜŘŜǊŀƭ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ 
provide population data at the block 
level too
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The Census Delays
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5ÓÉÎÇ ÄÉÆÆÅÒÅÎÔÉÁÌ ÐÒÉÖÁÃÙ ÔÏ ÐÒÏÔÅÃÔ ÄÁÔÁ ÍÅÁÎÓȣ

ƺhƴƭȅ ǎǘŀǘŜ ǘƻǘŀƭ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ άƴƻƛǎŜέ

ƺData at the census block level is especially well protectedτwhich means it has more 
άƴƻƛǎŜέ ǘƘŀƴ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƭŜǾŜƭǎ ƻŦ ƎŜƻƎǊŀǇƘȅ

ƺDistortions in small town populations in rural areas are likely to be greater than in 
urban areas
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Race in Redistricting: Threading the Needle

ƺRequired by the Voting Rights Act

ƺStandardΥ άhǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ŜƭŜŎǘ 
ŎŀƴŘƛŘŀǘŜ ƻŦ ŎƘƻƛŎŜέ

ƺDoctrine has not changed, even after 
Brnovich v. Democratic bŀǘΩƭCommittee

ÅVote denial

ÅVote dilution

ƺUnnecessary consideration of race 
prohibited by the Equal Protection Clause

ƺDoctrine: Racial gerrymandering

ƺBut note: racial or ethnic groups can have 
non-racial interests that bind them 
together

ÅExample: Meatpackers in rural Midwest
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US Constitution: Racial Gerrymandering

ƺEqual Protection Clause claim

ƺOrigin: Shaw v. Reno (1993)

ƺClaim has evolved over time

ƺTest: Predominance

ÅWas race the predominant factor in the 
construction of a particular district?
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Racial Gerrymandering: Legal Analysis

Did race 
predominate in 
the creation of 
the district(s)?

District(s) 
valid

Was the 
predominant use of 
race requiredby 
the VRA, or to 
remedy past racial 
discrimination?

District(s) 
valid

District(s)
invalid

Yes
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Section Two: Overview

ƺProhibits Vote Dilution

ƺApplies Nationwide

ƺRequires litigation (not prophylactic)

ƺBurden of Proof: Discriminatory Effect 

ÅPlaintiffs do not need to prove 
discriminatory intent
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Section Two: When Applies

GinglesPreconditions

Sufficiently large and geographically 
compactto constitute majority 

Minority group is 
politically cohesive

White voters act as a bloc to defeat 
ƳƛƴƻǊƛǘȅ ƎǊƻǳǇΩǎ ŎŀƴŘƛŘŀǘŜ ƻŦ ŎƘƻƛŎŜ

Senate Factors

Å History of official discrimination

Å Racially polarized voting in the state

Å Minority vote diluting election 

procedures

Å Minority exclusion from the candidate 

slating process

Å Discrimination in health education and 

employment

Å Subtle or overt racial appeals in 

campaigns

Å Extent of minority success being elected 

to public office
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Preclearance: Sections Fourand Five


